MEETING NOTICH

7100 P.M. JULY 11
THE COMPUTER CENTER
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PROGRAM BIT
This month's program looks to be one of our better efforts.

We will have a basic machine set up for the Novices Corner, a
fairly large machine to demonstrate Multiplan, a machine for the
Kid's Korner and one machine for adult (Adventure type) games.

We will also have the usual forum part of the neetingf;uhere we
make any general announcements and other interesting bits cf
information.

We atill need one or two people to help with the program commit-
tea. Remember, this is the committee that decides what we will
do or show at each of the monthly meetings and we need your
input.

If you are interested, please see me or any of the other officers
or committee chairmen or call me at homa,

Dick Mahoney
Chairman, Program
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HWe Have Ignition!
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Those of you who arz fans of the space program know that the last
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; major hurdle before a .rocket beginsg its meteoric rise into space
‘ | is the ignitien of the engines.
‘ : } ki) It takes a lot of work by a lot of dedicated people to get to the
o point of 1lighting the fuse under one of those bilg firecrackers
‘ h BEEEY L] but nothing happens unless that fuse gets lit,

“u . o
i e . gi‘ﬁ A group of dedicated pecople have put a lot of hard work into get-
- s ting the users group to this point and we believe the fuse is
C. C lit.
; - VT\F ’
- » Most of the committees are manned and working hard at their jobs

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR of seeing to it that each member gets the maximum benefit from
being a part of this, your users group.

We have come a long way in a short period of time. Hopefully, we

* can make receiving. your TIdBits almost as exciting as recelving We have instituted several features into our meetings which we
your 99'er in the mail (well almest anyway....). ’ helieve will interest many of our nembers.
. s of this publicétion‘ﬁe plan to bring to your attentlion: _. You will see, as you read this month's newsletter, we haye added
" R . many useful TIdBits, rumors, and articles, changed the format,
o Up-to-dafe informatdon on proposed, announced and available and changed the form of printing to be more like a magazine.

items for TI syatems
’ : In the future, we will have price announcements, advertising, and

o Users. group meeting néws. many other features which we hope will be useful to our members.

o News and highlights, of our committee efforts, While I am sure you all wait with bated breath for the opportu-
o e nity to read my small contribution to the newsletter (I studied

o Needs of the group and how ycu can get involved. ' HUMBLE under Dr. Isaac Agimov), I am also sure that you would

5 prefer to get something useful from this fine publication,
0 advertisements of interest to TI owners.
Well, we think we have it. As we continue to grow, we will con-

o Contests/to spark your imagination and programming skills. tinue to add features and articles from you, the reader, from
' - other ugser group newsletters, from the committees, literally frow

] Hews of other users' groups across the country. anywhere we can find them.

o And, of course, other TIdBits. By Golly, I believe we have lift-offllll

If you have an interest in helping to develop the newslet?er, - Howard Watson

recommending an idea for the format, submitting a TIdBit, or just . President

providing feedback, let me know. We need to compile (and keep on
hand) for publication all pertinent news for users.

” RUMO
Material or articles should be typed (or copied with the nam% of
the source document) and submitted to the editor by the ast ; Rumors continue to fly about the 99/8 (nicknamed the "Medfly” or
Thursday of the month. ¢ the "Armadille®}. It is said to have 80K RAM, built in speech,

extended basic, R5232, and a 60-65 key keyboard.
Brenda Watson
Editor, Newsletter There is also a rumoer out on a 59/4B with 48K RAM,
8067 Neshoba .
Germantown, Tn. 38L38




NEWSLETTER LOGO

In last month's TIdBits we announced a contest to design a logo
for the newsletter and for use on club stationery. Please bring
your entries to the next meeting. The only rules are that the
logo must be easily reproducible on a copier and cannot use the
words “Texas Instruments"™ or "TI". We can use pictures,
graphics, cartoons, outlines, 99, M,5, 99 0.G., etc. The winner
receives a game cassette (see Contest Bit on page &).

CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTER NEWS
6584 Poplar Av. 685-8154

The TI Customer Service Center (formerly the Exchange Center)
sells any TI home computer product with the exception of the con-
gole at the TI suggested retail price. They also will)

1. exchange any faulty TI product within warranty for free;
within the first 30 days of purchase, the merchandise must be
returned to the original source, i.e. Target, Gattas.

2. exchange "out of warranty items™ for a fixed price, i.e. $4S
for the console.

3. accept items for factory repair service, which could cost

more or less than the item exchange price.

LIBRARY BIT
Our software library is growing thanks to the contributiona of
Tom Harrington, Jim Hillier and Mark Langston. We would also
like to thank the people at The Computer Center for the gift of
four cassette tapes and ten diska for us to start our library.

If you have a program you have written and would like teo share it
with the group please contact me and I will see that it is added
to the library. If your program is unigue we can submit it to
the International Users Group and, if they accept it, they will
send us five of their programs. This is the best way I know of
to increase our software for our club. So please send us your
programs.

A listing of
the next meeting,

the current software programs will be available at
Until then keep your fingers on the keys.

Bob Conner
Chairman, Library

=

ANNQUNCEMENT

We are actively looking for a larger place to meet. The require-
ments are: the room must be able to held at least 100 people,
free, prefer breakout rooms for the demonstrations, allow or pro-
vide refreshments, and we prefer a central location.

We would like your help in this matter.
If you know of a large church, school, or other meeting hall,

please contact Lee Avant, Bert Jones or Curtis Ringeld as soon as
posslible.

Howard Watson

waes  PTABit & weEd

Mickey Mouse stars in the new line of Walt Disney educational
software for personal computera. HNearly 50 titles are being
introduced this year. These are being produced for the TI 994/2

as well as other home/personal computers.

Brenda Watson

*The visible world is no longer a reality and the unseen world is
no longer a dream" William B, Yeats

This declaration will become truer and truer as the computerized
age qJoes oOn.

Elizabeth Davis
Chairman, Education

EQUIPMENT BIT

I learned a lot at the last meeting while I was trying to demon-
strate something for you.

The incompaiibility between the Anchor Mark III modem and the
telephone at The Computer Center neant that I couldn't call the
local billboards using my computer. When Ben Barton hooked up

hi%nglor Computer and it worked right off, I was just a tad
mi a2d.

Moral: Use only the older, modular Bell System telephones with
the Mark IIT1 modem. Be sure you try any phone before you buy it.

Dick Vandenberyg
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If you want to buy some great TI compatible software, go to THE
COMPUTER CENTER in poplar Plaza. They are getting more new soft-
ware or TI's all the time. And not just games either. So
drop by and take a look at what they have, They are the only
source {(at the present} that carries anything for TI's,

Bert Jones

CONTEST BIT

all right folks, where are those LOGOs and FLAG displays? How
can I run a contest if no one aven enters? Is the prize not
enough? Well here's ancther incentivel! The winner of this and
any other contest (posted by me, Bert Jonea) will receive a game
tape or disk and a $20,00 dollar gift certificate for goftware at
The Computer Center! How's that? I hope this getg the ball
rolling, I1'd hate to have only one person enter, To date that's
all, just one. So help me out folks, PLEASELIIL)1]

Berxrt Jones

SHOPPERS CORNER

Have a used item you want to
ing to buy, trade or sell any

sell or need to find? Anyone want-
99/4A product may post a notice in
the Shoppers Corner, Free for members - 51 per item for
non-members. HNotices may be given +to Curtis Ringold (Treasurer)
or Brenda Watson {Hewsletter Editor) at any Users Group meeting,
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“SPRITE QHE LINER"

Want to frustrate and amaze your Atari, VIC-20 and Color Computer
friends? Just enter the following in Extended BASIC command
mode .,

CALL CLEAR::CALL SCREEN(5)::CALL MAGNIFY(2)::FOR I=1 TO 28::CALL
SPRITE (#1,64+1,16,80,80,3%I,8): :HEXT L::FOR J=1 TO 5000: :NEXT J

Hit enter and watch all 28 sprites do their tricks. To see it
again. gimply hit function REDO and ENTER again as many times as
yOu wish.

You can INSERT, DELETE, etc. to try different sgpeeds, colors,
characters, or add a line number to have a one line program.

Barron Bartlett, Birmingham Users Group
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KID KORNER
Hi! Does anyone enjoy games? Por the next ugers group meeting
the Kid's FKorner will demonstrate games we nave actually pro-
grammed. Any (game) program that you can bring would be great.

Let's see what kind of programmers we have in our groupl

Here is a very small program for you to key in (in BASIC).
REM FANTASY ART #1

CALLL CLEAR

PATA 3,5,4,6.8,7,-1

FOR ROW=1 TO 24

FOR COL=1 TO 32

READ COLDR

IF COLOR<>~1 'THEN 100
RESTORE

90 READ COLOR

100 CALL COLOR{14,COLOR,COLCR)
110 CALL VCHAR(ROW,COL,143}
120 NEXT COL

130 NEXT ROW

140 GOTO 140

Brian Abbot
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TIdBit

Here is how to ugse your TI as a calculator:
You just key in one of the following forms of command statements:
PRINT 1+1
PRINT 2-1
PRINT 2%2
PRINT 15/3

As you have probably noticed, these are nothing more than the
BASIC arithmetic statements listed in your Beginners Guide to
BASIC and your TI-99/4A Users Guide with a "PRINT* statement pre-
fixed on them. Any of the mathemetical functions can be used and
by using parenth:ses sone fairly complex calcu.ations can be done
without having to write a long program.

Liz Davis




NOVICE CORMER

Just a few tips to the beginners in our group (some of you
know-it-alls might rsad this too).

If you are having trouble with your tape recorder you might try
the following procedures to clear it up:

1, Be sure you are not recording over something else. Erase the
portion of the tape you are going to use before re-recording.
To erase a tape, simply pull out the REMOTE vire and preas
record while not recording anything.

2, Periodically use a tape head cleaner cartridge to clean the
) tape reccrder heads.

3. Try a fresh tape.

4. Check the tone and volume settings on the tape recorder. A
tone and volume setting just under the maximun seem to work
best on on my GE recerder. Maximum settings on most unita
will cause distortion and low settings will cause a waak sig-
nal.

5. If all else fails, try someone elses recorder, cable, or con-
gole. You may have a true machine failure or a cable or
cable commection problem.

The maximum number of lines which can be keyed bhetwean "ENTER"
keys is four.

At the end of the fourth line, the console will just beep at you
until you press the “ENTER", “ERASE", "CLEAR", or some other
action key.

Hever stick your hand or anything else into the certridge recep-
tacle on your console. You may damage the contacts or get them
dirty and your cartridges will have problems.

Never push back the "dust cover" panel on a cartridge to see what
is inside, There are only a few microchips in there with no mov-
ing parts but, again, you may damage or dirty the contacts and
cause problems.

Never place your conscle on a pad or other material that blocks
the air flow through the cooling vents on the bottom or on the

top. Your computer may overheat and causg major damage to the
tiny components inside. Micro chips and circuits are very sus-
ceptible to heat and get wsak and fail when overheated Tfor an

extended period of time,

Howard Watson
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COKMUNITY RELATIONS BIT

Are you looking for more information? Still searching for a book
that will show you how to do more than turn on your computer?
Hore's a list that will help yous

o Not for Kids Only {519.95)

o TI Basic ($12.95})

o Uging and Programming the TI-99/4A ($9.95)

[+ Programs for the TI Home Computer ($14.95)

o Programming Basic with the TI-99/4A Home Computer {$19,95)

o 36 Texas Instruments TI-99/4A Programs _for Home, School, and
office ($3.95)

o 101 Programmin Tips and Tricks for the Texas Instruments
TI-99/4n fions Computer T TSEIS) oo lRELEURentE

o A Reference Guide to the TI-99/4A ($14.95)

This book is a must for all TI owners. It is packed with all
kinds of useful iinformation on programming.

These and many other books on programming for the TI-99/4A can be
found at one of these locations:

o Computer Sales

© The Computer Center

o B, Dalton Booksellers

We are always on the look out for new boocks and software. If you
happen to come across anything that would be of use to others,
please let someone on the newsletter staff kncw so we can get it

into the newsletter.

Bert Jones
Chairman, Community Relations

DIBCLAIMER

The Mid-South 99 Users Group is not affiliated with or sponsored
by Texas Instruments and has nc relationship with them, implied
or otherwise,

any mention of a4 company or product i8 not an endorsement of
either the company or proeduct.




KID BIT

Heallo out therel Been waiting for 2 column for kids? Well, here
it isl This column is designed for kids with the general ideas a
kid has. In fact, I'm a kid myself. The main topic of this
issue is Parsec, which in case you didn't know, is the most popu-
lar game modula for the TI 39/4a. Please give your response to
this article by calling me at 755-0877 and telling me what you
thought of it and how you would like it changed.

Parsec High Score

{(You nust be under 18 to gualify for the High Score list.)

by

Winning at Parsec

Until now Munchman was about the best game module, But now there
is Parsec! And here are a few tips to help you get a score using
gsecret strategies:

1. Use Lift 2 for all screens except for Dramites and Bynites.
2. Uge Lift 3 for Dramites and Bynites.

3. Use 1lift 1 for the refueling tunnels,

4. Out maneuver the Urbites, Dramites and Bynites until they
change color automatically. Then you need only shoot them
from one to three times depending on the level you are on.

They are protected from all your shots until they change col-
oT.
5. Always stay back as far as possible so you will have more
time to react to an enemy threat,

6. To help practice your maneuvering, don't press "fire" but put
your ship into Lift 1 and try to dip into valleys and back
out befores you crash into the ground.

7. When you get to the Asteroid
all of the asteroids! 1Unless you
will overheat.

Belt, don't even try to shoot
are very good your laser

8., On level 2, you must hit everything twice and from level 3 on
everything must be hit three times.

9, Lasers overheat more guickly with each succeeding level,
GOOD LUCK L

Brian Abbott
Chairman, Kid's Korner

i¢ . .
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ANNOUNCEMENT

The TIdBits newsletter is awvailable in "LARGER PRINT" for the

visually impaired, Contact Brenda Watson for copies.

We have received a suggestion that a member name, address and
phone number list be made available to the members so we can con-
tact each other throughout the month.

Since we cannot print anyone's information without their permis-
sion, you are asked to "sign up"™ at the registration table at the
next meeting or contact Lee Avant if you want to have all or part
of your information ingluded on the {to be distributed) list.

Brenda Watson

BOARD MEETING MINUTES
July 12, 1983

This month the board met to discuss some items that have come up
since our last meeting. To keep you up to date, we have summa-
rized the points discussed below.

1. The board has dacided to

month,

meet the last Thursday of each

2. The subject of splitting the group or finding a larger meet-
ing place was discussed. The board has decided that the club
could not survive such a split without wmwajor problems. The
decision was made to lock for a larger meeting place.

3. HWallace McDonazld requested that he be relieved of the duties
of chairman of the Library Committee. Bob Conner has agreed
to chair this committee,

4. Newsletter article &znd advertising deadlines
{see the editor's article on page 2),
deferred to the next board meeting.

were discussed
Advertising rates were

5. The board decided to offer a junior
individuals 15 and under.

membership of $10 for

6., Fonz Allen was named coordinator for the "Novice Corner”.
7. 1t was decided to send only two newsletters to non-membersa.

The minutes of the board me=tings will be published as a regular
feature of the newsletter. If you have any questions or sug-
gestions please be sure to bring them up at the open forum part
of the regular meeting, at a board meeting, or see any one of the
officers or committee chairmen,

Lee Avant

Secretary




