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PRESIDENTS BIT

After reading last month’s presidents bit from the keyboard of |
former president , I was glad Howard Watson and Company had encugh
foresight and enthuatasn to form this circle we call the Nid-South
Ninty-Niners Users Group.

1 rewnember first finding out abou

Computer Centar in the Poplar Plaza. tltzzuggouglgzunn;rntg a:pzzg
bicycle over there, from school bacause they actually carried TI
software! Cand no, Im not the kid Howard mentloned 1n hia
article). The first meeting 1 attended was in the basement of his
store, I remember lots of chattar and demos such as Data Bases and
Terminal emulators modeming with ancther TI computer that ran a
bulletin board! And.as a cassette bound s=student, I would stand
there tn awe as the disk drives would clickity clack those
programs in and out of the expansion box at lightning speed (
compared to cassetta ) . There was always plenty of laughter and
horseplay golng on among the leaders of the group and they always

seemed willing to lend an ear to solve
Howard and Co., we owe a lot to y'all. * prograln}ng problem. Yes
It’=s that kind of atmosphere that kept ne conuing back to the

neatings, Yes wa’'ve become a group of hobbiest &

rying to = -
o?t a Fe; nzre diamonds using our mild mannered cogputer?uegf
a
cr::zacoa?? ground the group for those folks that are learning to

Many thanka toc Gary and Beery for their demonstra ‘

Beary presented the Horlzon ramdisk that showegignztlzzt ;:::h;
prograa can really load ( no clickity clack! ). Gary demonstrated
the lateat halr pulling techniques during the Alr Traffiz
Controller program. 1 was finally able to presant my Triton Turbo
XT. (dubed Turkey Turbc by some of the members of the group)
The Turbo XT 1s an IBM clone which 1s distributed by Tritu;
Products of San Diego California. What makes this clone a 1ittle
different from the rest i1s a sldecar deviece ("Bridge Box" -BB-)
that nounts on the side of the TI consple at the expanston bus
The purpose of the BE 13 to z2llow the TI console to emulate an IBE
keyboard. Because there are fewer keys on the T1 keyboard
several modes are required to emulate all of tha keys that can b;
generated by an IBN style keyboard. These different modes are
enabled by pressing wvarlous comblnations of contrel and/or
function or enter keys. Lights on the BB tell you which keyboard
mode you are driving. Witthout going iInto great detatl, I found
these OPTION modes to be very cumbersome, but I am a bit biased
because of previous experlence with the other keyboard. Anothe
function of the BB is to- toggle the video composite cutput fron
the T! to the monitor and frem the clone to the monitor. This 1is
accomplished through a myrid of cablea leading to and from the BRE
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to allow both computers to have control of one monlter. The
composite color output by the XT 1n 80 colunn mode 13 a real
disappeintment. There i3 a black and white composite output that
improves this, but 3st1ll doesnt coapare to the RGB output. RGE fs
avallable from the YT graphics card but isn"t channeled through
the BB, I 1intend to volce my comments about some of the other
aspects of the aystem and TIritons service 1n upcowming articles but
for now I'd better ~ hush becauss I may be sending the XT in for

pairs. It locks-up when 1t warms up. (Never had that trouble

th the trusty TI

Next montha meeting will have a casual format in which food and
drinks will be available. CPARTY!) We wi1ll have a systea there to
problem solving and show off progranms that you think the
groug will enjeoy. Also a newsletter sorting commitee and a
iibrary disk shuffle seasion will be held. A basic quastlon and

answar debate will almo be held. If 1t 1s like our other meetings
Remember,

all of this will be happening at once! Just kidding..

the greater the group participitates the nore the group will
benefit.

Lastly, soms members of the group have been active in forming a

Memphis Area Computers Group Organization which wi1ll provide a
bonding 1link batween our group and other small computer groupa in
thlis area. There really are other computer orphans out there! our
group will need to elect a representative so that our volce can be
heard. A Computer Faire 1s in the planning.stage te be held at
the fgri-center October 31 and Novenber 1 of this year. This wtll
be a coordinated effort by all the groups within that orginization
to serve all computer owners and to attract vendors. Varlous

emittees will be ‘ormed and volunteers will be needed tao help

t. More details will be made avallable soon but in the mean
fime try to come up with ideas on how to represent our group and
try to leave those dates open. It should prove to be a real
success!...Hac Swope

CATALOGER

From a 1ittle town you have probably never heard of, where the hot
dogs and you both mlght have cold buns, 1in weatern New York state,
has come gn exceptlonally good “falrware® prograr for the 99/4A.
1 understand the latest (and final?) version 1s dated in June of

1987!
The name of i1t 1s USEABLE DISK CATALOGER (metonys—UDC) and 1t 1=

Just that, wuseabla. Most catalogers are very similiar in thelr
results. You wind up with a printed lilst of your entire 1library
of disks, depanding on how nuch tine you apend at puttling the

disks in and ocut of your drives. If your collection 1s like mine,
you have many disks contsining large progranms vhere each of them
hae several files that make up the program. Almest all of then

ave a °“LOAD’ program, and many of them have flles called “A’, or
‘D)ATA’. or some such. With most cataloger programs you end wup
#1th groups of these similarly named files all clumped together in

your print-ouk.
With Harry Brashear’s USERBLE DISK CATALOGER 1t 1= suggested you
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from each of thoma programs that contain
file that
But even 1f
spot for

cataloyg only one file
pore than one filae, and hopefully you will catalog the
bears the program name, rather than the "LOAD’ ftle.
you want to catalog.all thoses °"LOAD’ files, there is a
you to enter a KEYWOED. This 1s 24 characters long! Again,
are like me you refer to a program by something other than 1its
asmsigned ‘name’. Such as ‘favorite labeler’, ‘best rocket game’,
‘ny database’, or “most used’ or some such. You have 24 character
spaces
nake 1t easler to find when referring to your printed out
of your own library.

catalog

In Harry's well-done progranm, with one keystroke you can indicate
whether Extanded Basic, E/A, or any one of five othar designations
are required to access the progranm.

In my opinion, if your group library was listed via UDC, it would
be the best way to keep an up-to-date listing easily dispensable
to members.

To obtaln this
mnaller, postage,
Newfane, NY 14108.
but 1 am gonna tell you a secret-all of the money goes
cofferz of his wuser group, AND Harry has a "bonus’ disk that he
also ssndas just to those that send cash. This ‘bonus’’ 18 worth
more than %10 by iteelf! Where can you buy any program half as
useful for the money? Don’t just =end a blank -disk, put your
favoriteCs) on 1t for hin. He's entitled to something for his
efforta...Dick Altman — San Franclaco, CA

ENHANCED DISFPLAY

Finally there is a program to encourage amateur progranmers, AND
ITS AT ALHOST FAIRWARE PRICES!. Its Called "ENHANCED DISPLAY
PACKAGE’, shortenad to EDP. Its written by Curtis Provance and
Paragon Computing. Address-17 Conatance St., Herrimack, New
Hampshire @03054%. .

and $10 ‘to Harry Brashear, 2753 Hain St.,
1 know $1@ 18 on the high side for fairware,

It in no way iz to be considered in the public domain, either
fairware, freeware, or any other method of distribution, but 1is
readlly available to all. The price 1= a mera %15 and worth every
gent to those that do any prograaming.. For ancther $15 you can
obtain a complete documented source code.

It contains over thirty CALL LINK commands for automatically C(one
key) call-up of such things as character—codes, a buffer, GCHAR
and HCHAR, PEEKY, STEINGS, umany different varlables, ete. It runs
in Extended Basic and assists 1n creating your own subprogranms,
and runz along with other programs. It contains many ‘windows’
that each contain complete instructiona for its various one—letter
commands. It permits changing between GRAPH (32 columns), and
TEXT C(4@-columns) at any time. You can PEEK up to 15 valuesm of
VDP RAH at any one inatance. One Intrigulng capability peraits
switching from EDITOR to. ASSEMBLER in one or two seconds!
Basically EDP mimlcs, but greatly enhances, your Extended Basic
cartridge.

1f you

to enter that keyword or favorite name of that program, to .

ineredibly wseful, USEABLE program, send a diak,

into the:

)
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With permission from Curtis, I can send you a free copy of the
complete program, including an excellent demo cof its.capabllities,
and alightly 1less than half of the inatruction manual on a =ss/ed
disk (358 sectors). Just send me a disk, mailer, and postage (no
moneay). Hy address 1s 1@53 Shrader St., San Franclaco, CA 94117.
Please don‘t send me a blank disk. Put something on it. Nothing
specific, just stuff you like...Dick Altman - San Francisco, CA

L Set For 7-19-7 >

With so many new members 1in our group some of which are just
starting with thelr TI99/4s 1 thought I would write some sahort
reviews on cartridge based games made by Tl which have been out
now for quite a while. #&ll games only requlire the conscle and no

extras with the exceptlon of the speech synthesizer which is
optiocnal. The cartridges are st1ll available from third party
vendors.

PARSEC

The most well .known and possible the best game T! wade 1s the

space game Farsec. Like moat smspace games, Parsec puts you 1In
command of a fighter equipped with a laser for defense. But,
unlike cthers, the enemies 1n Parsec change coften, in both design
and operaticn. You control the altitude and speed of your fighter
in an environment =imular to that of *Defender. Basides beling
fired upon many ships try teo ram you! The first wave of attack 1s
by Swoopers who are unarmed but are dangercus because their only
‘qasion 1is to collide. with your ship. Next Urbite cruizers armed

th twiln photon canons attack uslng the vertical movement of your
ahip te track you and attack. HNext are Light Triangular Fighters
followed by the |Joystick breskers called Dramites which are
utterly wicked with they high speed and rapid fire ability. HNext
come the saucers who attack from the rear tryting to crash into
your ship. Then lastly come the Bynites armed with clusters of
photon miselles who In the higher levals develops cloaking
abilities and only appear wher they fire! If you survive this
first attack level you now fly through a wall of asterclds which
threaten to destroy your ship. Throught out the game refueling
tunnela appear of which you must navigate though 1(n order to
refuel your shlp. Higher 1levels include faster szhips some of
which even have deflector shlelds. If you make it far enough the
Killer Satelites move 1n for a =urprise attack! Joysticks are
almost a must for this game whille speech synthestizer 13 highly
recommended as the game contains extensive apeech gilving you
complements and warnings but It 1s not regquired. The game has

outstanding . graphics, great response, graat varilety, good
docusentation and presants a big challenge. The game recelves a
grade of an A+.
JjThR TREK

Captalin’s log -~ Stardate 2541. The Fedaration 1s 1n danger! A
bersark, autant probe seeks to destroy human life aa we know 1t.
Join 1in this space adventure! Beam aboard the U.5.5. Enterprize
and coamand the starship on its moast callenging mission - to seak
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and destroy the deadly Nomed. Your course lies through hostile
Klingons and Anti-Hatter Saucers. Eliminate them: before they
eliminate you! Bach victory helps you galn energy to annihilate
Nomad. Dare te venture where no starship has gone before."” What
you have Just read is the descripton of the cartridge based
verslon of the game Star Trek written by Sega Enterprises fcr
Texas Instruments Inc.. Three views are displayed on the screen.
One view shows the =status gauges indicating Energy Shield power,
Photon Torpede supply &and Warp drive status.
the radar scanner glving an overhead view of the battle. The
third window 1s the wmoat important showing a 3-D view from the
bridgea of the Enterprize. Thiz window is used for target
sighting. The weapons of the Enterprize include phassrs and a
linited supply of photon torpedoces. Shield and warp power are
also limited but everything may be replinished by docking at a
star base. The enemy’s weapons only consiat of photoen torpedoas
but 1f they are unable to get you they try to ram your ahip! Nomad
besides having high speed abilitles scatters a protective scraen
of explosives which can cause a chain reaction 1f you are nct
careful. The game hasz good graphies, geod vartety, fast response
and good documentatlon.
necessary although 1t really addes a lot tc the game, Joysticks
or keyboard may be used. Star Trek recelves a rating of an A.

HICROSURGEON

Microsurgeon is a game written for TI by Imagic. In this game you
are placed in the operating room where you must work against tise
to mave a patients life. However, surgery 1s not preformed 1n the
conventlonal manor but you use a robot probe traveling through the
bedy te preform the operation. The proba
functtons, adsiniaster Aspirin te slow down viruses and Antiblotiecs
to kill infections. Ultrasonic HRays are used to ,destrecy
cholesterol buildups, gallstones, kidney stones, tapeworms (yuck),
tar deposits and tumors. Four windows are provided .indicating
diffarent functlons. Tha main window shows the posizition of your
probe and s=ourrounding area. You use thias window to fire your
medications from the robot probe. The third window displays the
patlents status 1indicating the condition of the Brain, Heart,
Lung, Liver, Kidney, Gall Bladder, Spleen and Intestines. If one
body part becomes serlous consentratlon should be focused on thst
area for a while. The next window shows the patients roos.
Occasionally a doctor or visitor will appear with the patient.
Then lastly 1s the clossup scanner showlng a magnified view of the
exact positlon of the probe. Travel sust be done through the
blood vessels although you can hop vessel to vessel but golng
through tilssue walls slows down the prche and usea up power of
which only a limited ammount of power 18 avallable. For each
condition cured more funds are added to your account and thus more
power to the probe. Problems encountered azre worsening conditiovs
in various areaz needing immedlate treatwent end attacks by white
blocd cella! 5kill levels can be set from Student to Intern and

Surgeon. Up to 999 patients may be melacted giving & varlety of

situations. The manual 1s 20 pages long describing the varlous

functions ‘and operatlons ‘of the probe. Tha game hams fantastic

graphics, good variety, fast response and preszents a good

challenge. Speech Synthesizer 135 recomnended but not required.

Joysticka or keyboard may be used for the game. Thia gane
€

Another window 1s -

Speech synthesizer is recommended but not .

can prefornm three

receives a rating of an A...Gary Cox

HELP

Just before print time of thls newsletter a few {tems of
importance needed to be brought forward which 1s what this article
g -about.

The first item 13 that in the planning stageas are a HAJOR computer
fair for Memphia, All the different brand computer clubs 1in
Hemphla have banned together to form what we call Hemphis Area
Computar Groups. Back in Hay we had our firat féir of which Just
user groups setup tables. Now we are planning to hold another
falr October 31st and MNovember 1st 1n which vendors will be
invited. For thls falr we will be renting the ertire Rgricultural
Center for two days! To pay for the renting of the center we will
be renting cut tables to any vendors who wish to setup. We atill
have a lot of planning to do and details to work out and I wl1l
have them 1in the newsletter as soon as | have theam. Any vendors
who nay like to attend pleazse write i1n to our group address and we
will send you \informaticn as soon as we have the detalls worked
out.

Howaver, the problen i1s I have volunteered to be the Secretary for
HACG as 1 would like to help 1n the planning cf the fair. What
this means 1s that [ have over extended mny already overloaded
workload in the group. I need to resign from one of wmy’
posisitions as I hold the offices of Secretary, PFrogran and
:)fornatlon chalrman aa well as [ do a little bit of everyone

ses job and help with the newsletter. 1 have been progranm
chatrman for several years now and | would l1ke to now pass that
along to momeone else. [ have tried to paas program chalrean
along before but no one would volunteer to take 1t, howevar, now I
have no cholee but to pass it along to someone as [ just can’t do
it 211! 1 will at!1ldl volunteer 1f necessary to do at leart one
damc at sach meeting but | need someone else to plan tha meetinga.
The holder of the Progran Chalrman office must ba able to get to
the neeting at least 15 minutes early and see to every detall of
tha neetings such as wvhat equipment wlll be needed, what
demonstrations will be done etc.,. If you can fulfi1ll this
position PLEASE call me ASAP! Al will be be acting as Program
Chairman this month but we need someone soon...

We also have another problem. Our current way of printing our
newsletter 1s no longer available after this month. What this
means we no longer have a copler to produce the newsletter! We
have a possible way of maybe getting it printed besides golng te a
commerclal copy place but ve are not sure. If we are forced te go
to & commerclal copy place who charge outrageous prices the group
wlll be broke in less than 1@ months. The group has our own paper
just need a copler to copy the newsletter with. If you have
;Fcess to a copler that we can use or if you can arrange some kind
f discounts on getting the newsletter printed pleaze speak up!
Everyone needs to look into some possible options and bring your
ideas to this months meeting. Ralsing the dues 1s an 1dea but we
have not raised the dues since the. beglinling of the group. In
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fact, they have begn lowered over the yeara instead of increased.
However, unless a solutlon 18 found ralalng the dues.five to ten
dollars or producing a Bl-Hontly newsletter may be the only way :o
continue production of the newsletters.

[ hate to keep asking for help but I know of no other solutlon as
we just do not have enough people working in the group to continue
all of the services that we try provide. HNone of us get pald for
this as we all do it all on a volunteer basis. 2l and nyself are
doing well over our share of the work. Scne nights I have been up
to even past 12 midnight dolng user group related work. Now with
me being a Senlor in college and helping plan a fair etc... I
Just do not have the time I used toe to de any job In the group
that does not get done. If vwe can not get enough help we will
Just have to do as much as we can and leave the rest which may
mean a reduced newsletter =i1ze and/or a newsletter every other
month (BI-Honthly). We may have to go BlI-Honthly anyway 1f we can
not find a way to get the newsletter printed besides uslrng a
commerclal printilng place, We need vyour 1input, suggestions,
comments and help. The continued success of the group 13 up to
fou....

As a closing note 1 have taken part of our disk library and I am
working on a liating which } should at least have ready by meeting
time. If pospible I will try to make pre-coples of smome of the
disks to have thea available to members at the meeting...Bary Cox

IN THE NEWS

Ryte Data of 21Q Hountain Street, Haliburton, Ontariec KOH 135@,
Canada 1a offering a FREE sample 1asue of thelr Ryte Data
Computing Newszletter full of news, tips and hardware projects.

Just write teo them to recelve a sample issue and pleass menticn

that I sent you.

New from Ryte Data 1= COMMANMD D.O.8.
Command DOS glves you the power of several utilities 1in ore
package sinular to some commands avallable 1n MS-D0OS. Frem power
up  you can auto-execute a set of "batch”™ files where the computer
automatically preforms a serles of taasks. From Command DOS you
can format, copy, delete, protect, erase, diskcopy, "type' files
to screen/printer, run program image files, exscute batch files,
directory your disks, asearch the REF/DEF table and wmore...
Speclal commande provide utilility programs such az CHECKDISK,

written by HNHonty Schmidt.

COHPARE and FORMAT. Price s $29.95 US funds. Requirss elther
Super Space, MHaximem, GRAM card, Cache Card, 8k RAM E/A module or
Gram Kracker. If sufficient number of requests come in they may

produce 1t in a wmodule hased verslon. Write for more detatls.

CorConmp of 2211-G Winston Road, Anahelm, CA 92806 has announcad a
T1/18H Disk Copler which when used in conjunctlon with the CorComp
disk controller and 2 DS/DD.disk drives will transfer text fillesm
from an IBH formatted diskektte to a Tl formatted diskette and vis
versa using only the TI99/4A. The naln requirement for the IENM
text data 13 that 1t wust be 1n ASCII] format., The program 1s
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cartridge based, prlice of the product 1s unavailable.

Well thia 1s all the news I have been able toc collect this month

as the summer has heen pretty busy for ne...Gary Cox

ERSONAL. PROFILE

" Doss

has asked me to wrilte an article about myself so here it
1a..,. - .

l1ved
(Girls
calls

I am 22 years old and was born here In Hemphls where I have
all ay 1ife. Currently I am single and AVAILABLE!fft10 1Y
are you readlng this? All lines are open ready teo take your

now, {f 1lines are buasy please call back!D) My first exposure to
girls O, err, I wmean computers was back in high schoel but
interest 1in computers and electronics have streached way back te
childhood to the day I stuck my hand 1n an electrical =mocket. The

firat computer I wcrked on (in high sachocl) was the Sinclair 1000
(now Timaex/Sinclalir) with just 1K of wmenmory! Later the =scheol
purchased a Radio Shack model 1 on which I learned a goed deal of
programaing and then in the 1ith grade ] started using the TI99/4A
as as well as | purchased my own conscle for $320 minus the $100
rebate at the time. Ower the yeara I have =slowly butlt up =my
system to the complete system that | now enjoy.

I am now a Sentor in collega at Meaphis State Unlversity majoring
in C(yep you guessed lt) Computer Systems Technology where 1 am
~alving training on both the hardware (electronics} and software
e of the computer. The programaing languages that I now know
ate BASIC, Fortran, Pascal, a 1ittle FORTH and I just completed a
coursa in Assenbly Language this summer on the 8IB6
mlcroprocessor. Unfortunately the 95@0 microprocessor the TI uses
18 much different than the 3086 but I can least carry ovar the
programrling concepts and techniques and maybe start some assembly
programming on the TIS9/4A. At lessat I can now understand the
stacks of assembly books I have accumulated over the years!

I firat was exposed to the TI usera group back in August of 1983
whan Howard Watson was Presldent where 1 attended my first meeting
at The Computer Center. Soon therafter I started opening my mouth
volunteering to do things and one thing lead to another and the
rest 1s history. Thla group has not only been responsable for a
lot of my conputer knowledge but though our group and through
people requesting my Falrware 1 have met many wvonderful,
knowledgeable and very nice people across the world with whom 1
try to maintein contact with.

As for as my goals as related to the TI®9/4A 1 would like to write
more Fairware. In particular [ would like to totally rewrite my
Yaather Forecaster 'into a wmuch nore sofisticated progranm.
‘2wever. the problem 18 time, with school, work and then my major

volvement in the operation of cur group 1t leaves little time to
program. [ do, howaver, plan for this group to continue for a
long time to come as well as my continued support for the TI99/4A!
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Well T had better end here as 1 suspect the pho
ne will be ring!
?{{ th; wa]é with calls any minute now ... Dfd I mention 1 fozﬁ
a om ellek? If I'm lying may the compu-
thia min u t a § $'.3 ' #...Gary Cox puter lockup right at

PROGRAM BIT

65:00pe - Doors Open-
7:00pm - Heeting atarts.

This months meeting will be different. Instead of our usual aat
program we will be having a blg QUESTIONS and ANSWERS sesslon
where you can get the answers to any questions that you may have.
If you are having trouble with a particular program bring 1t along
and we will try to work 1t out. If you have any new or old
programs that you think might be Interesting to show please bring
them along. If you have saonma queations on programning we will be

here to answer then. If you would 1like to see a particular

program demonstrated we can do that too...

We will also have some food and drinks Cnon-alcholic) availlable so
everyone please come to the QUESTIONS and ANSWERS/PARTY... We
will have a a system or two setup but 1f you can bring your own
system or even just a conmole and TV please do mo...

I anm helping David Ferguson with the library and hopfully will
have 1t partially setup at the meeting...Gary Cox

1@:38pn - Doors Close.

STATUS REPORT

Our current membership 1s holding at 95 with our Treasurer
reporting about $1008 1n out treasury.,

Our group BBS (901-386-1760) 13- now operatin wi

software (TI-NET). MNot all of the bugs havg been gorkegh :zze ;::
80 you may encounter some errors while on the system but Plerre i=
working on correcting them. One of the most liked features iz the
GAMERCOH where you play an adventure gane with everyone else wvho
calls the system! The GAHEROOM 1s quite interesting. Speaking of
BBS’s besides our club BBS and Risky Business BBS (both T1 boards)
vwe may have yet a third T! board in a few montha...

SURGE PROTECTORS

Have you ever wondered 1f surge protectors actually work? During a
recent thunder storm (I had thought the atorm was over as the
thunder was dying down) I turned on my conputer system to do a
little work. Heanwhile in another roow someone was watching cur
console TY. Only a few minutes after I turned on my system I saw
a flash of light and heard a loud clap of thunder!? Lightning had
struck a power line somewhere 1n the nelghborhood. After peeling
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nyself of f the cealing [ immediately turnad off my computer systenm
and looked inte the other room to mee nothing on our-TV! A power

. surge had come through the power llne iIntc our TV frylng the

insides., However, the VCR which has a surge prctector was fine as
well as, [ then checked out ny computer system and it was
operating with no damage. In fact, the power did not even go off
and my computer sti1}ll had 1t's memory until I tuwned 1t off
myself. MNo fuses were blocwn yet the TV was dead. The TV was - the

ly plece of electrontic equipment in my house without a surge
f!htector. A few 1inexpensive surge protectors Just saved ne
Bveral thousand dollars! 6 Fuses and circutt breakers provide WO
protection against momentary surges as they do not have time to
react to a surge before much of the surge gets through. Even if
equipment 13 turned off a asurge of power can Jump across a
awltch... Surge protectors do not provide 100% protection but in
ny case they saved my equipment. Hany people sti1ll do not have
sfrge protectors for thelr computer dempite several warningszs we
have had in the nevwsletter and a computer 1ls more senelbive to a
surge than most anything else in your house. BSurge protectora ean
be purchased for as little as $5 and plugged inte the end of your

existing power strip.

To mea 1f your power strip has a surge protector already built
into 1t take a look on the back and see 1f it mnentlons anythlng
about 1t. All power strips have the circult breaker on the side
but thls provides NO surge protection and is mostly for providing

overload protection. I even have a surge protector for the phone
line as a surge can just as easlly travel through the phone 1line
through your modam and into your computer system. Surge .

protectors for phone lines range from $12 at Radie Shack to about
- for one made from Gemini of which Al Doss found the Genini
}tector in a locsl dollar store.,.. It 13 not a bad tdea to get
one for your TV and VCR elther az I knov many people who have had’
TV’a and so forth blown by surges...Gary Cox

SUPPLIERS

Listed below 13 a 1list of the major suppliers of TI99/4R
compatible hardware and software,. This is by no means a conmplete
iiat.

TENEX TRITON

P.0. BOX 6578 : P.0. Box 8123

South Bend, IN 466660 San Franciscao, CA 9412B
BOR-348-2778 BOA-227-6900

(219) 258-7051

TEXCOMP HORISON
P.0O. BOX 33084 P.0O, Box 354
Granada Hills, CRA §1344 Walbridge, OQhlio 43465

' (B1B) 366-6631

i exanentsz
: Center St.
atchogue, NY 11772

Duality 99 Software
1884 Columbia RD #1021
Washington, DC 20009
(516) 475-3488 (volce)

(516) 475-6463 (data)
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Great Lakes Software
884 E. Grand Rlver Ave.
Howell, MI 48843

(517) 5456-0566

Disk Only Software
P.0O. Box 244

Lorton, Virginia 22079
(3@1) 3569-1339

Millers Graphlicas (MG)
1475 W. Cypress Ajve.
San Diman, Ch 91773
(714) 599-1431

Hot-Polyoptics
F.0O. Box 4443
Woodbridge, VA
(703> 491L-5543

22191

Ryte Data Millenniunm Computers
210 Hountain Street

Haliburton, Ontartla, XOM 150

(705D 457-2774

Asgard Software Rave 99 Co.

P.O. Box 10306 112 Rambling Road

Rockville, Maryland 20850
(301) 345-2492

Yernon, (T Q&066
(2033 872-9272

Youngtree

Tigercub Software
36 Collingswoeod Ave. P.0. Box 197
Columbus, Ohlo 43213 Leavittsburg, OH 44430

Pilgriums Pride
5 Willians La

Trintty Systenms
1222 Grandview

Pittaburgh, PA 15237 Hathoro, PA 19@4Q
(215) 441-4262
L.L. Conner Enterprise C.J.’a Wholesale

1422@ East Colontal Dr
Orlande, FL 32826

i521 Ferry Street
Lafayette, IN 47904
(317D T42-8B146

Genlal Computerware
P.O. Box 183
Grafton, HA @1519

Joy Electronics Inc
P.0. Bex 202526
Dallas, Texas 75220
80Q-527-7438
860-442-3892 (CIN TX) CorComp Ine.

2211-G Winsaton Road
Hyarc Inc. Anahelm, CA 92825
P.0. Box 140
Basking Ridge,

NJ 27920 DataBioTics Inc.

(201) 766-170@ P.0. Box 1194

Palos Verde=z Estates, CR 90274
T1 SUPPORTIVE MAGAZINES:
Hicropendiun The Computer Shopper
P.0. Bosx 1343 P.0. Box 1419
Round Rock, TX 78680 Titusville, FL 32781-9938
(512) 255-1512 820-327-9926
$22.58 (year) $21 (yeard
Ryte Data Hewslettar Gental Computerware Diskazlne
21@ Hountain St. 835 Greenvalley Dr.
Haliburton, Ontario, KOM 153 Philadelphia, PA 19128
Canada $16 (year) 57
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" mlassglon:

TINYGRAM

The following article and pragram comes from the June Dallas 99
Interface rewsletter of Dallas Texas. Article and progranm are
written by Hike Stanfi11l, the program requires Extended BASIC.

Now for some REAL fun! The TINYGRAH below ia in bad taste. It

clous, wvile, comtemptable, 1in short everything I stand for.
E)‘s called, as you can see with your beady little eyes, NUKE [THE
JAALESY! And tt's REEEEAL aimple to play. First type 1t in and RUN
1t. You’ll see a happy little achool of blue
cruising along 1i1n the big, wide wonderful ocean. Abcve then 13
you, Hr. MIKE-FIRST-AND-ASK-QUESETIONS—~-LATER, ztpping along in
your super—sonic fighter-bomber; The F-27-1/2 BUDGET-BUSTER! Your
Seek out and destroy the krill-nibbling vermin! As vyou
pass over the unsuspecting little darlings just press any key and

1t’a launch time!

whales contently

1 {1 *** NUKE THE WHALES *»*?
#x4 A TINYGRAM ***

Aax BY MIKE STANFILL **

*t* Hamber DTIHCUG ***

J$C1)=""OA15040EIF7FE6' 1

2 CALL CLEAR :: RANDOHIZE i3
+ CALL SPRITEC#3,97,2,9,1,0,-22)

J$(2)="00000087BF7FAE"" :
3 CALL CHAR(97,"00020003FE]PQ8B0PA7EFF3C18103C1818")

4 DIN AC24D):: FOR T=1@ TO 24 ::
I F ACTDTHEN 5 ELSE IF RND>.7 THEN
ALL SPRITECHT,96,5,T*8-7,1,0,43: 1 ACTI=1
5 P=11@ 131 CALL CHAR(96, I$((-CT/5=INTCT/5)D23+1))::
CALL KEYC@,K,S)>:: IF S THEN CALL POSITIONCH#3,C,YDELSE 9

6 G=G+1-(G=@)*2 1; [F G=25 THEN 8 ELSE
CALL SPRITECH#1,42,7,6*8-7,¥,-1,0)1: CALL COINCCHIL,#G,6,MD:z
IF H=0 THEN & ELSET CALL DELSPRITECHG)

7 CALL PATTERNCHL,98)1: FOR Hel TO 30 ::
CALL SOUNDC-P,~7,H,P,H):t NEXT H 1: ACG)=D
f G=¢ :: CALL DELSPRITECH1)

9 NEXT T :: GOTO 4 .TL 63:63

PE BOX

From the newsletter "BYTEMONGER" : Bluegrass 99 Computer Socle:ty,
Tne...0ct., 1986 Lexington, Kentucky by Lee Wilkeraon

;29 diak drive portion of the P.E, Box power supply produces two
volteges which wlll be of interest to us 1 those belng +5 V.D.C.
from an B ¥. supply through a 7885 regulator and +12 V.D.C. from
a 16 V. suply through a 7812 regulator.

i3




-will be 3 V.
milllamps), so the difference voltage nmultiplled by the current

The feature of the 78XX serles regulators includea internal
thermal overload protection, no external components requlired,
output currents 1s excess of 1 A., output transtastor safe area
protection, internal short circult current 1limit, and the
avallabillity of an aluminum TO~-3 package.

ABSOGLUTE MAXIMUM RATINGS s

Input VYoltage « - . + + « + . . . 35 V. -
Internal Power Dlssipation. . . . Intermnal Limit

Operating Temp. Tange(Ta) . ? to 7@ deg. C

Maximum Junction Teamp. 150 deg. C

ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS :

Feak Output Current

Junction Teap.(TJ)=125 deg. C ." 1.8 A.

Junction Tenp.(T3i)=25 deg. C . 2.3 A.
HAX. AVERAGE POWER DISSIPATION (K pkg.)

w/Infinate Heat Sink . . . . . . approx. 20 V.

w/No Heat Sink . . . . . . . . . approx- 2>2.5 W.

w/1@ deg.C per watt H.S.,10W. @deg.C Ambient Temp. (Ta)
8 W. 25 dag. C Anblent Temp.

6.5 ¥W. 50 deg. C Amnbient Tenmp.

S W, 78 deg, C Anblent Temp.

"A little aritthmetic for those of you who are so persuaded..

With an 8 V. supply golng to a 5§ V. regulator, the difference
Hoat diak drives draw zpproximately 0.5 A. (57

(V*A=WD) 1.5 W. cont {nuous current. As you can see, we wlll need
no heat aink te operate on drive, but thils will require us te use
a 10 deg. C heat sink for two full power drives. T.I. was

thoughtleas enough to leave us with the bare minimum, but with a
little persuasion and a let of R.C.&D. ( rip, cut, destroy ) you
should be able to sdd a amall piece of alumlnue to the critical
translstor (I[.C.).

The 12 V. source 1s a different matter. Since only one disk
motor, head step motor, and engage mechanlism will be operatlion at
a time, we can safely assume that we won't be overloading thie
circult. But for the record . .

TYPICAL POWER REQUIREHENTS fOR A DISK DRIVE (12 V.) 1

Hotor Start 1.9 A. MHotot Run . . . . . Ll.1 A.
boor Closed . . ., 1.3 A, Step . . . . « . . 1.5 A,
Read / Write 1.3 A. Stapdby . . . . . ., 0.9 A.

1 hope thls Informattion will help to elther helghten your fears or

elae quell them when you decide to connect that seconﬂ;)

drive...Harshal Ellis
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PROTECTION

Therz are atrong FEDERAL LAWS againat duplieating copyrighted
programs. Please do not break these laws!

DISCLAIHMER

The Hid—South 99 Users Group 18 not affiliated, sponsered by nor
‘g5 any relationship with any company implied or othervise. Any
j}dlon of & company or product 1s not an endorsement of either
vfie company or the product.

NEWSLETTER INFO

Visitora and potentlal members may recelve 3 free lsaues‘ of
TiDbits while they decide if they wish to Join (no obligation].

A Dollar =ign ($) Indicate that your dues are due. Pleasa pay
your dues to be able to contlnue to recelve the newsletter and
other benefits of the group. You will note a lekter and date on
the top of your address lable. The letter Y indicates 1f you are
a member and the date 1ndicates the last time yon pald your dues.
One year from the date ycur dues are due?

CALENDAR

MEETINGS: July 16th, August 2@th, September 17th (3rd Thursday!
WORKSHOPS: July 25th, August 29th, Septesber 26th Cath Saturday!d

OFFICERS

b Swope Preaident 991 -363—-3680
hael Dorman Vice-Prestdent 50[—;;;—3;2?

Gary Cox Secretary 9Bl - -

Gerald Smith Treasurer 9@ -363-6273

o9@1-386-1513
9@t ~-795-3287
9@1-386-1159
901-948-0732

TI-NET Sysop
Co-Librarlan
Co-Librarian
Chairman Cassette Library

Pierre Lalontagne
Pavid Ferguson
Rick Glissaon
Adolph Butlar

Al Doss Editor - Nawsletter 9B1L-743-6761
Sary Cox Chatirman - Progran 901 -358-0667
Gary Cox Information and Assistance SP1L-35B-0667

Hac Swope Chalrman - Equipment 991-363-3880

Z4HR TI BULLETIN BOARD

901 -386-1760

-1 d-South U G > 309/1200 bd
Rlaky Sus as ery M1lle 901-726-5623

Rlaky Businesa CBeery Hiller) 300/1200 bd
| GROUP HAILING ADDRESS
Hid-South 99 Users Group

P.0. Baox 38322
Gaernantown, Tn., 38183-0522
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