NOTICES

WoRKSHOP

9 A.M. till noon
Saturday Septesbar 25th
Ricard Hiller’s place
5704 Maple Tres Dr

MEETING

7100 P.M.

Thursday, Septeshar 17th
Red Cross Building

1400 Central Av.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME i1 #$15.00 FAMILY
! ! $10.00 JUNIOR (under 15}
]

ADDRESS i
CITY ST ZIP ! i $10.00 ASSOCIATE (N/L only?
PHONE{ ) = : INTERESTS,
© EGQUIPMENT,ETC.
Mid-South 99 Users Group,

Detach and mail with check payable to:
P.0. Boax 383%22, Germantown, Tn, 38183-0522.
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EDITORIAL. )

This issue will be tha last newslstter published by the Mid-South
99 User Group due to lack of articles, lack of interest and lack
of halp. That's not really true but maybe it got your attention
as uwe really do resd hslp with the nowsletter and iF not you may
sea that message for real sometimes in the future... We do GREATLY
appraciate thosa Few who have baen halping with the newsletter and
volunteesring to do other things in tha group!

An assistant nawsletter editar is badly nasded! We need someona
rasponsibla and relisble who can call around and organize halp in
production of tha newsletter, halp in the collection of nswslatter
articles, egssist in meesting newsletter deadlines and halping out
the newsletter editor (Al Doss) who is st:ll overloaded in
production of the newslettsr... NoO sxperience is nacessary just a
desire to help is all that is required. e still need articles as
well! This month only a8 Few people turned in an article which
included sone that I typed in From other sources. Trhe deadlina
for articles are tha end of sach month for the next months
newsletter. I know many of you are busy as myself... =0 does
anyona have any suggestions?

A newsletter may not ba published in October as Al has other
commitments and will be umable to produce ths newsletter. So
unlass somecne volunteers to take ovar for a month we will have to
skip the October neswslatter in which causs will bea the Ficrst time
in five ysars we have not produced a newsletter,

To end this articles I saw the Ffollowing bulletin on Memphis
flicrosystems BBS which I felt is an appropriate snding.

Their names uwers...
All were smployed by

This is a sed story about Four people...
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody! ...
the same large corpocation!...

There was an "important” job that had to be donatl... Everybody
was sure Somebody wouwld do  it. Anybody could have done it.
Somebady thought Angbody could have done it but Nobody did ik...
And since Nobody did it, Somsbody got mad <(because it was
Everybody's job). Evarybody thought that Anybody cowld do it, but
Nobody realized that Evecrybody wouldn't do it... Finally it ended
uwp... Everybondy blamed Somabody whsn Nobody did that which
Anybody could very easily have donel .. .Gary Cox

Al’s Note: Plmase note Nnaemeks Eguwuekue (knoun as Maka) to Mﬂgt
of us has his system for sell, he wishas to sell it by the pisace,
but will =sall all for $45S0 OBO includes modem, RS232, etc...phone
743-1894...Us will miss him when he goas on to another computer,
because [ Feel ha is going to be programmer as can be attested in
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the programs he has already writen.,..Al Doss

AVATEX MODEM

Bu,jﬁP. Gallagher teken from the July 1887 NMicropendium.
Re. JRT CARD:

Performance..... e e e AT
Ease of Use..........B-
Documentation........A~
Value...... se e A+
Final Grade.......... A

Cost: $339.95 to $119.95
Manufacturer: E + E Data Comm,
Sunnyvala, CA 340B6.

1230 Oakmead Pkuy., Suita 310,

Requirsmanta: Console, TV or monitor, terminal emulator program
(32K and disk drive), RS232 interface, teslephona.

Have you gone to using 1200 baud yet? Ah, you thought of it but
$250 to S$300 is too much for tha budgst. IF $399.35 to %119.35
sounds bettsr, then read an.

Thara is s company in Sunnyvals, CA that doesn’'t Feliave that good
hr o ba expensive. They go the name of E + E Data Comm. One of
t.. tems they market is a little gem callad the Avatex modsem.
Thia articles is devotaed to how to maks thia
not-designad-for-the-TI93/4A modem to work like a horse for you.
In Fact E + E Data Comm domssn't even maks a cable For the T!.

The first step is to "shop” around the many mages and periodicals
For the best price. The price can range from a8 discounted $39.95
from large mail-order compariss to $149 from those firms that have
you pay for the name of the placs you crdersd it fFrom. I have
evan seen the Avatex 1200 advertised for $83.95. 5o be sure you
are "tima wiss and nat penny Foolish” when buying.

Once you have decided whera to purchase tha modam you have a
choice of tuc models, the Avatex 1200 or the Avatex 1200hc.
what’'s the difference? About %10 to $20 and a feu more goodies.
The Avatex 1200 is about BO parcent Hayses compatible (which will
accommodats most emulator programs ar BBS'a). The Avatex 1200hc
is 100 percent Haymes compatible. Tha Avatax 1200 is warranteed
against ang manufFacturer defects far one year, while the 1200hc is
warranteed For two years. Unless you plan on using the modem for
a contact sport, sithar one should last longsr than a wvisit from
gm) ralatives, Also, the 1200hc has its very own spessker (very
u 112,

What do you get For your hard-sarned dollars?

1. A direct connact modem that operates at 300 ar 1200 baud (give
the Nickey Mouse Eared modem back to Mickey).
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2. A three “push” button control panel; one for on/off, one For
fForcing 300 or 1200 baud and one to switch from “voice to data”
connaction.

3. To the left of the push button are eight (count'em eight)
LED's. From left to right they ars "RI"” 1lats you knaw whan
someon’s calling or transmitting or whan you are dialing out, "TH"
taxt moda, yap, this littla gem will trouhls shoot itself whan--gr
Wou tell (it; "HNC" modem check, continuously chaecks tha mocd ﬁ!h
operation when oan and not in use ard goes off ducring aata
transmission; "RO" raceiva data, Flickers whenaver the modam
receives data, which at 1200 baud it "hlinks”™ pretty Fast; "sSO,”"
You guessad it it comes on whenever your modem sends data; "TR*
terminal raady, comes an uvhenever you "power up” the modem and the
signals that the signal (DTR) is operational; last but not least
;sdtha *POWER" LED-you"re right sgain, it means you turned the
odem on.

q. Now For a Feature that has mixed blessings. On the back of
the mdosm you have ths standacd "phanaesjack®” R5232 (fsmale) port
anq the AC adaptor socket (adaptor included) plus s series of DIP
switches. The DIP switches allow the uss “"manual® control aver
some wvary important functions that are used for the average
telecommunication application. The user manual included with both
moden models gives you the factory settings and even sxplains why.
?ha mixed blessing begin uwith the fact that you will have to
ignore the factory settings and change the switches to accommodate
the Tl and most of the software written For telecommuncations,
The following ssttings work with MASS Transfer 4.0 and higher, 4/A
Talk, Fast-Tarm and TEII. '

You'can "play”® with any combination you want to suit your tastes,
hut _tha abova waork the best For most 985S progrems as well. (Be
cautioned not to change DIPF switches while powsr is on the modem
as it will mass it upl)

OK, not that we've tackled the option switch (DIP) situation,
let’s venture on to tha cahle. Firat of all, thes modem doss not
come with a cabla., This is OK for Tl'ers bacausa wes gotta make
our own anyuay. In Fact, all the companies ! talked to do not
stock a TI-compatible cable.

If you have a "knack” For wiring or have mastered the upside-down
and back-wards world of the RS232 jJumper box, you will have no
problem making & working patch cabla. IF you are not varsed in
tha aforementioned, take this article to s _frisnd and/ac
technician who is. )

There are at least two way= you can make a patch cables. The first
is by buying two (male), 25-pin R3232 connectors (that's what I
sald, two male connectors, because both the TI R5232 and the
Avatex 1200/1200hc have Female ports); a couple of matal shi s
for the connectors (metal is hatter than plastic, as metal rec 1
RF interference); and some resin cora solder, sclidaring impledent
and at least two feet of multistrand wire Cat least saven
strands), IFf you can't Find any wire, standard telsphons wire
(for strands) will work doubled up just Eins,
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Tha second way Cthe one I prefer) is to purchass a two to 77 foot
length of standard <(mel® to male) connector installed wired
straight through to all 25 pins. Then purchasas a standard (nale
ta Female) connector "jumpsr box” for the RS232, soms resin core
solder and a soldering implement. You will have ta be extrenaly
careful of what side of ths jumper-box you wire to be the modem
and what side is to represent the RS232. 1 strongly encourage you
tymark at least one sida of the jumper—box bread board connectors
N {indicate which is tha modem pin-out and/ar which is the R5232
pinout. If thay are switched arocund i.e you plug the Jumper-box
into the modem port, connect the pre-wired cable and connect the
pre-wired cable to the RS232 port, the modem will just sit there
or start doing some stranga things. The correct method is: Plug
the Finished "jumper box” into the RS232 port First, connect the
cable tao the modem port. Once you have all the cables, etc.,
connected, be sure you “"tighten/Fasten” them to the modem,
themsslves and the RS232. All tca often transfar problems can be
traced hack to an improperly secured cable.

¢{Tha B-grade For "eass of use” isa oniy because tha user has to
build ths cable.)

CAUTION: When u=ming the jumpsr-box mathod pay close attention to
whera tha pin numbers are on tha bread board. When meking a cable
From scrateh, don't mix the ends up as thay ars both male

connectors.

Another thing I like about the jumpar box is you can insert your
wires and tast your configuration fFirst bsfore soldering.

™ you have checked all final connections (recommend the use of
an Ohm meter), you are ready to connect the Finished product in
the manner previously described. There you have it. Now you can
enjoy this rather sophisticated piece of hardwara at a total of
around $140. Since most modems of this caliber for an orphan cost
mare, coupled with tha fact that you still have to buy a TI
conf igured modem cable, you've got a great deal.

If I had toc msy somathing negative about tha Avatex 1200/1200hc 1t
would be in the way the ussr manusl requires you ta bounce back
and forth betwmsan sactions to acquire all the neat inFarmation you
received in this article. The marual is 72 pages long and goes
into some pretty serious areas such as what commands to taat the
modem's operations are and how they are to ba interpreted. Yau
will learn what and how to utilize the on-screen commands. The
menu(s) built into the Avatex 1200hc (not the availabls on Avatex
12007 is Fantastic. For those wha might be wondering, the Avatex
1200/1200hc does not have a status register. Tha settings
dascribagd will more or less eliminate the nead For one.

fis for myself [ shopped around For gquite a whils befora and after
+ is modem appeared on the market. First I was temptad by its
B }a, then when I found out what yau gaot for that price I was
cdnvinced that it was the best buy For the money, sven if you do
have to make & cable. I[f anyone desires any help or additional
information I can bs contacted on GEinie E-MAIL “JPGALLAGHER”,
Compuserva ID #73147,343 or my 24-hour SAGEsoft BBS at (S030
244—-5S209.
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CORRECT PIN-DUT CONNECTIONS

HODEM RSE32
(Female side of jumper box) (male side of jumpec-box)
oRrR DR
tEithar male connector for when huilding the cable from scratch)
PIN PIN
#1 - (Protective Ground) 1 - (Protective Ground) -
#2 - (Transmitted Date) 2 — (Received Datm) ‘)
#3 - (Received Data) 3 - (Transmitted Datad
#6 — (Data Set Ready) 20 - (Data Terminal Ready)
#7 — (Logic/Signal Ground) 7 — (Logic/Sigral Ground)
#8 - (Carrier Detect) 19 - (Terminal Ready RS232/2)
#20 - (Data Terminal Ready? 6 - (Data Set Ready)

‘"NOTE BY Gary Cox

In the September Computer Shopper Lyco Computers at 1-800-233-8760
advertised an Avatax 1200hc For $99.951 1 have the Avatex 1200 (na
hc) and lika it a lot! I agree it is the best modem and buy
around . However, I would recommend getting the Avatex 1200hc as
the additicnal Features ars worth a few extra dollars but the
price of 95.95 here is tha lowest I have sean For either the 1200
or the 1200he. Since this modem is an avto dial modem you can use
MASS-TRANSFER to dial a BBS until it gets through! ...Gary Cox

INTERESTING NOTE

From the Septamber 7th Commercial Appeal of Memphis, TN, :}

(UPI) An recent article in the Commercial Appeal had a headline
which read "Computer diseass hospitalizes man”. The story rsad -
A young man became so mesmerized by his computer he had to he
hospitalized with a "computer syndrome” that made him unable to
distinguish between tha real world and computer programs,
Denmerk's medical journal said.

Thae journal said the unidentified 1B-year-old contracted the new
form of psychosis ~ called "computer syndroma” by three doctors at
Copenhagen’s Nordvang Hospital - after spending 12 to 16 hours a
day in front of his computer.

The doctors said the young man Dbegan to think in programning
lang.age, waking up in the midala of the night thinking: "Line 10
go to tha hathroom, linms 11 nex§.” * .

The patient told the doctours he "discoverad that man is only &

machina, There is no difference between the computer and
man.”...Gary Cox

GENEVE GLEANINGS J

Webster defines 'glean’ as “gathering facts slowly”. That is just
what this article (and maybe others to Fcllow) will be, gathering
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facts about tha Myarc 9640 computer SLOWLY. There may aven be a
few observations thrown in...<grin»

First of all let me say that I am in no way an “expart” or
axperienced hacker. [ know some who are but 1 am not ons of them,
I'm just an ordinary user who enjoys dabbling in a little
programming to suit my own Fancies as well as knowing what makes a

hinm tick — if I can understand it. nMany of Wyou are in the
PP} catagory as me, therefore ['m writing this For you,.

The GSeneve, or 9640 whichever you choose to call it, made a BIG
impressign on me when I saw it demonstratad at the 1986 Chicago TI
Faire, I just had to have one, if I could persuads the treasursr
ta allow the sxpenditure that is! Since I am writing this article
on a 3640 you can see ! was successful. Tha spesd and graphice of
this computer werm just what 1 was looking for to upgrade to Ffrom
my trusty old 99/4A., [ had and still have nD desire to move into
tha world of "Big Blue”, but I did want some of the features that
are available for the Intel ctrowd. The TI-33/4A was my First
computer and I still think it is a batter machine than those it
should have besn compating against. Encugh history.

I received my 9640 after what seemed like an eternity after
placing my order. But efter seeing it in action 1] was not to bs
put off as I heard some uara by the long wait. When it cams via
UPS I was thrilled to say the least. I already had an Amiga 1080
monitor waiting Ffor it. (Hore about that later). 1 was very
sucprised end puzzlad when I Found no softwars in the box. A call
to Myarc clesarad up the mystery. The 005 was not ready, so I

4:‘)ng with many other first-in-line buyers would have to wait

t st a 1little bit longer.” Thoughts of my 4A friends jeering at
ma Flashed through my head. But the hardware was a reality so I

just gritted my testh and said “"okay”. I did discover that even
without softwars I could st least sea the swan picture upon
baotip. This is whare I found out about my monitor problem. (N

is later.) I got a beautiful picture in the composite mode, but
the screen was blank in RGB! Lou Phillips told ma to send the card
and monitor cable in to them Ffor testing. Tha cable I am
referring to is the one included with the monitor, but modified
according teo instructions from Walt Hows and MMyarc. (Yas I have
gotten to talk to Lou saveral times. He's always helpful and
never gives a brushofF.) They reworked the cable modification and
returned them saying it worked Fine on their 1080. When I got the
card and cable back via UPS I found the software included. YEAHI
Now I could get down to some serious computing! I'm still working
in composite. 1 have to say that 1 have heard of no one else with
this problem and I know it is in tha monitor as 1 have tried other
i0oBo0s and they all work, Just not mine.

The actual S840, the PEB card, fit right in slot #1 in the PEB
replacing the Interface Card and its attendant "Firehose” cable.
¥Yeah!!! The card extends out the back of the PEB about 1" which is
ey, only concern. It would be quite easy to damage or destroy it
(;gthat point when moving the PEB between locations. This
etfansinn contains all of the I/0 ports and since the rest of the
card is Full of chips it was probably necessary ta make 1t this
shaps.

The S640 card hes performed flawlassly since arcival and 1 am
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convinced of its high quality. IF 1t took the extra wait to nzake
sure of that, then I am glad T had to wait. I ordered mine with
the enhanced keyboard which gives you a separate numeric keypad
and cursor keys. (Thanks far the advice Michasli) The keyboard
has bsen tha biggest possible source of error in the system. The
main keypad has functicned as it ahouwld, but ths sesparats cursoc
pad is troublesome in msome programs. That can usually be gotten
around by wusing an ALT/ESDX combination. The ALT key usually
functions as the FCIN key on tha 44 so you can still access "}
FCIN/letter combo from a 4A program. The F1-Fl10 keys provide t..
same access as on the 4A except only ana Keypress is involved
instsad of twuon. This is probably one of tha othar big reasons for
ma wanting a 9640. [ prefar tha selectric style of keyboard
layout and really like NOI having to search for the small FCIN or
LTRL kays on the 4A. (I’'m now Ffree of the accidental "quit”
Function!) Some Functions are duplicated on the keyboard so
whatever type of program you are using there is an alternatae
choizre of keypress for a particular function as well as a user
preferred chaoice if you ara used to using m keyboard of this type
at work. The Feal of the kmys is Firm but not harsh. There is no
tactile "click”, but I lika it a=a is, The layout is very nice and
the mora | usa it the less I have to look for thea key I want and
the more I can hit it From “memoryg”. One othar thing I no longer
have to put up with is "lockup” due tao a cartridge port problem.
I have had lockupas mamy times, true, but they wera due to softwars
incompatibility and not hardugare. I much prefer a softuare
problem a3 it is mora easily overcome,

The software 1 received now comes bundled with the 9S640s being
shipped. [ncluded acre 00OS, CSAVE, HMYWORD, NMICROSOFT MULTIPLAN
patch, and NYARC ADVANCED BASIC U, The 005 is not the A-"<3
detailed in the manual, but rather a GPL interpreter that ail )
you-to load GK format saved cartridges. (N-DOS is said to be one
or two wesks away from distribution.)., CSAVE is a program that
saves any cartridge (except Milton Bradley ones) ta disk in the
Gram Xracker Format. It runs out of the E/A cartridge on tha 4A
and works best when using a Widget. This is the first stap after
of course making bagkups., Since the GK format is uwsed, you can
run any cartridga saved with the GK itself. Basides the
carteridges I ocwn, I have tried out several of a friend who owns a
BX, HMost will load and opsrate properly on the 9640. A few of
the ones that won't ars TICHESS, CONGO BONGO, TI LOGO II,
DONKYKONG, HOONMINE and PLATO. Most WILL work just Fina, most
impartantly TI EXTENDED BASIC and E/A. These two are ths mast
useful especially E/A, Myarc Advanced Basic V is actually XBII
v2.11 modified to inclusd a 4th graphics mode that accesses the
9938 VDPs 80 column mode. I use this in place of TI XB. Tha
Advanced Basic covered in the manual should be shipped at abouwt
the sama tine as M-D0S. The Hultiplan patch allows you to run
HMultiplan in B0 columns which now lets you see columna af the
spresdshest instead of the on the 4A. You slso get a BIG incrsase
in speed aspecially when moving around on the spreadshset. Since
the speed is so much greeter, gone is the lag between your fi-st
keypress for a cell entrcy and the actual entry into the c -
This is a most welcome plus. Last but certainly not least 3
MyWard, the word processor that is obviously based on TI-Writer
but is also obvious}iy a wvast improvment over it. 1, along with
the author of an article in another publication hate to term it a
TIl-Writer "clome”. 1'l1 cover this in greater cdepth in a Jatar

article. (1 can see now that this will definitely take more than
one article.) Since probably my biggest usa now of my computer is
word processing, HyWord is a MOST welcome addition to my software
library. I have tried out several programs, mins and borrowed,
for their compatihility on tha 9640. Aa stated by Myarc, thosa
progrems that fallow the 1] standard in thair spurce code wark
okay and thkose that don’t...wall, some do, scoms don’t. Perhaps
Lrj’r 1’1l publish a list of my Findings in that area, but for now
I Just say that enough programs work ta allow me to do anything
I did on my YA with the exception of using a databass. I was
using PRBASE, which I consider to be a prime choice amnong those
availsble for the 4A. I have reacd though, that a modification is
on its way to allow PRBASE to ba wused on tha 5640 so all of my
files are still useful. (Whew!) Graphics programs are probably
the biggest sources of incompatibility. I have heard TI-ARTIST
won't work ard JOYPANT 898, which 1 uses, is qguite troublesome
though useable. I suspect Tl-Artist will eithar be modified or
replaced as the suthor seems to be working quita closely with
flyarc in softwara davelopement for tha 9640. HMyarc is caming out
with their own graphics program called MY-DRAW. (I think) It is
sajd it will be included with the mouse Hyarc is going to be
marketing soon, I haven't heard if it will work with a joystick
or trackball. DISK+AID works Fine, but I havan't gotten Birdwells
DISK UTILITIES to run properly. I haven't besen able to try out a
capy aof the CSG0 series yet nor FONTWRITER. The Printers
Apprentice is a8 no—go due to it being written in Forth and using
the 64 column sditor screen. [ had heard though that with a few
changes in tha spurce code it could work. HMyarcs Disk Manager 111
works except Ffor Formatting as does DM10C0 3.5 and older. But

v 1 does perform sll Functions including Fformatting. of " TE
p. AJcems, Fast-Term 1.16 and Hess-TranafFer v4.1 and up use a
nan-atandard keyscan so don't work. But MT v3,5 and 3.9, PTEEN,

and a new varsion of FT modifiad by Paul Charleton 40 work without
a hitch. The FTSB40 also has an BC column mode as well as access
to the 89640s clock. Surprisingly, 1 haven't sven triesd Funnel
Writer! FW practically lived in my #1 drive with the 4A, but since
averything loads up directly through the interpreter or indirectly
via ER or XBIIl on the 9640, I really have no reason to use it.
Funnel Writer Functions like the DOS shall in a PC and since I'm
using an intecim DOS with the final product soon to coma, FW has
no rezl value on the 9540. (Watch me get hlasted For that one!)
gtill think that FW is the best thing since memory axpansion for
the %A hnuever.

I hope this article has given you en idea of what you might axpect
if you buy a S640. Your experiances may differ from mine and [
hope you &avoid tha problems that | have sncountered, especilally
the monitor dilemma. #Agein, I have heard of no one else having
this problem. The othar monitor being racommended is tha Magnavox
madal 8515. You can axpact to encounter some Frustration in thae
area of software incompatihility, espacially if it's gour favorite
pr: am that won't run. Nouw that | have been abls to do a fair
a&:;it of experimentlng with various programs, rshoots are getting
ra and 1 have my most used applications and utilities saved an
one OSDOD disk which also contains tha bootup program....Jonathan
Leslis




IN THE HNEHS

A LOT of neus this month, please read on.
belos was ontainad From MICROpandium.

Some of the informetion

System of San Diago, California has introduced it’s latest
product callsd Advanced Video Procassor Card. Aaccording to %
manufacturer, the AUPC Fits into the PEB and is compatible . \)ﬁ
existins TI99/4A software. It fmatures B0-column text afd
advanced graphics with up to S12 colars, tha manufacturer says.
The AUPC also supports Mouss and Light Fen inputs,

DIJIT

The N1J!T systems card contains e Yamaha y-9938 videa processaor
with 192K of wvideo RAN and is designed to work with the
»nIJIT-EYEzar,” and external Gen-lock and videno digitizing

accessory. éccording to their Fflyer thae digitize Function can
take 8 TV picture and instantly adapt it ta a computer graphics
picture! 1t will alsao allow titling ard graphic overlays an homa
video as well as computer maniuplation of pxternal video images,
giving the TIS98/4A wvideo processing power camparable with tha
atart ST and the Amiga.

AUPC was scheduled for release last month For %195, Far further
inFermation contact DIJIT systems at 4345 Hortensie ST., San
Diego, CA 92103 or (61913 295-3301.

DataBinTics of P.O0. Box 1184, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274¢ has
released a8 number of new preducts for the TI, including a RAN
disk, callad Grand RAM, with configurations rerging from B4X

S12X or RAM. Prices range from $129.95 to £229.95. According Lo
DataBioTlics, up to Four of the RAM disks may be plugged into a FPEB
providing more than 2 megabytas of memory. It is compatible with
CorComp, 1II, HMyare, Geneve, Morning Star and Foundation
peripherals and may be used with the RAN disk mernu system designed
by John Johnson. Accessories For the RaM disk include a plug-in
real-time clock and a analog-to-digital device to interface with
other davices and an emulator to create cartridges. The clock is
prices at $29.395. The Grand RAM is available in a kit (build it
yourself) ranging in price From $99.95 for a 64K to %1685.38 FfFor

512K.

Also available from DataBioTics is a Desktop Publishing program
(kinda like Print Shap). The cartridge-based word processing
program requires only a console and printer. The word processor
may be used to create Fonts and includes a picture sditar that is
used to sslect graphic elemsnts. Tha graphics may be modified by
the user, eccording to the manufacturer. Users may also produca
line art. The program works with any parallel printer and may be
used with a cassette reccrder or disk drive. Prica is $59.89S.

Othar products marketed by DataBitTics
Spotshot, Black Hole, Spy's Demise, Stargazer [,

Tuper and TI Workshop.

include Barrage, J g,
11 and mA)Iiu

As commander of
who rain acid
of

Barrage, for one or two plagyers list For $17.98.
Missile Control, the object is to survert the Draks,
balls on the planet. Twin laser cannons are at the disposal
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-~ msmbassy security and avoid security guards.

Missile Control. Joysticks are optional.
Jumpy 13 & Q-Bert like game.
forcas in a relentless chass of Junpy.
Joysticks ars optional.

Purple and black monatars join
The list price is $17.58.

In Spotshot the player is a giant dragonfly with a laser-1l:kas

ue used to defend against insects. Jo i
iffjlist eice oo 517‘33. ysticks ara optional.

Black Holm huts the usar in contrel of tuo s i

: E pacecraft against the
Black Hole empire’s fleet. For one or twe players. Juugticks are
optioral. The list price is $17.9B.
nine

Spy's Demise has screans and the object is to penetrata

It lists For %17.98.

visit constellations an
ecraen and test your ability to identify constellations. The

::e Stargazer serias allows the user tao
a

* program lists for $37.85,

Pro Typer is a typing tutor program with a list price of $17.95,

TI Workshop is describad by DataBicTics as a "

. . praogram support
anvironment”, The program allows the user to view, dlsplazpand
gdit the_contants of any type of computer memary. Alse included
is e disk manager, menu-driven progrem debugger, and an enhancad

editor and assembler and cross—creferencer that lets the u

ser load
and edit text files, print text, marge, saved and dispisy D/V B0
a: /F 80 files, purge, assemble and craoss refarance. With the
ck. -refersncar ussers may identify the line numbar where a label

was defined or referenced. The program requires a
expansion and disk system. The list price is %$59.95.

memory

FREE-NET goe&s online: FREE-NET, a
g:tznrt, began operations July 24th on
ate University in Youngatown, Ohin, The networx is
the university and St. Elizabeth’'s Hospital Hadic:fonE::::r?:
Hea;th Education Center. The system is the First of an eventual
na;;cnuids network of similar community systems., Tha network is
being gpansored by the Society For Public Access Computing. The
sponsors say that the network accupies a middle ground betwesn a
BBS and a large caommarcial system such as The Source or
Compuserve. According to their description “FREE NET is a
multi-;§er systam with tha sophistication and powsr of the
cqmmgrc;al systems, but is owned and operated locally with a
g;stgggs local orsntation.” Phone number For tha system is (216)

fFres, open access computer
the campus of Youngston

New from TexComp of F.0. Box 33064, Granada Hills, CA 91344 (818)
JG6-6631 is Certificate 93. This is a 100 percent assembly
lap age program that gives you everything that you nesd to create
ax ing certifFicatas, diplomas, licenses, handbills signs
notsces, amarqs, Flyers and advertisments. Heawvy parchmeﬁt papeé
and gold foil seals are included to get you started. The disk
hgsed program comes with six text Fonts in two sizes tuwelve
defgrant_ borders, twenty Ffour clip art graphics and’nfficial
looking signatures and seals. Requires disk systesm, 32K, XB and
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any Epson/Star Dot Hatrix printer. Prices is %19.35 plus shipping.
Datax of 1928 Linden St. Ridgewood, NY 11385 is of fering THE
BRAIN at a new price of %29.35 plus 23 sahipping. Tha program
called THE BRAIN is Ffor professionals, homemakers, students,
teachars, invastars, prokers, programmars or Just the casual

Financial functions

computar user according to the manufacturer.

of THE BRAIN include Future Valua, Interast, Interest Bee
Prasent Ualue and Time Periods. Iincluded in tha program arx:ji
conversion Ffunctions including Number Base conversion (haeex,
decimal, octal, binaryl, Trigonometry, Area, Length C(inches,
centimeters, Km, Tamperature, weight, Capacity and much mare).
Other Ffunctions include Math and FCalculus, Geomatry, Vector
functions, Electronics, Electrodynamics Functions, Ohm's Law,
‘Resistance, Capacitance, FPower Dissipation, Inductance stc...
More conversions include Spead, Trajectories functions and
Physics. Six Tables are included which has ASCII codes, TISS/4A

fnstruction Set, Triganometry, Elamants,
isotopes and Metric squivalences., The BRAIN is controlled by a
st of 21 menus, it has 18 scresna of context-sensivive help
availiable at a touch of a key, a pop-up calculator window and a
separata installation program allows you to customize The BRAIN to
your needs according to the manufactursr. For more information
write or call (718) 417-016S. nIiCROpendium gives it a reviaw
grade of an A— .

color codes, TMS 93800

Writer EASE, a new word procassor with built in spelling checker,
now has an updated manual after the bad manual revisw in
MIGROpendium. The program is available From Innovative

1-800-255-2985. The program it £
repeived a2 grade of an A. By the way IP is a nBw company who. /48
recently started supporting the TI99/44. You nay call their 800
number For a FREE catalog. Thasy also operate a 2%hr 4A/Talk BBS
at (707) SA85-3321 (300/1200bd). Galen Read of IP advises that
terminals be set to eight data bits, on parity and one stop bit
when calling the BBS.

Programming For %339.95 at

Hava a guestion you need answared or looking For a cartain
program. Mayoe Guy Romone of the Amnion Helpline has the answer.
Guy operates the Amnion Halpline as a nan-profit volunteer eFfort
frem of charge. Write to him at 116 Carl St. San Francisco, CA
94117. Be sura to include a self address atemped rsturn envelope
iF you wish a reply. You may also call him 3 to 4 (pacific time)
tMonday—-Saturday at 1-415-753-5561 .

Every so often people ask me whers to get their aquipment repajirad
although 1 have mantioned it in the newsletter saveral times Texas
Instcuments still repairs all the equipment made by them. If any
TI brand egquipment goes bad (ccnsole, 32K, cartridges angthing...
} Jjust call them at 1-800-TI-CARES for infermation in sending it
in for exchange or repair. For non-T1 brand egquipment (such as
Myarc or Corcomp) contact those companies For repairs. Also ew
companies who advertise in MICROperdium also repair T1 . And
equipment. By the way TI does NOT sell any TI93/4A related
equipment as expressed in a recent letter sent to us by them as
they seem to have people calling them wanting to buy egquipment.
However, if you have the a part number you may call the TI Dealer
Parts numbar and order soms individual parts from them such as PC
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aven. get

boards and chips...

The date for thes next Chicago T1 Fairs (November 7th) is coming up
rapidly. Anyons interested (even iF you ara nat sure) shculd
contact me sometime this month so I can put you an a list of

penp}a who possibly want to go as u& will need to have a special
meeting socon to discuss tha trip. Last ysar we split the cost of
g~ going in sevaral cars as well as split the caost of rcoms

) ing savsral to a room. Some of us left Friday morning while
t.d8rs ieft Friday night for the Saturday fair all starting back

Sunday morning. It is a rough trip but one us dedicated TI'ers
make each year. This year will maka the third trip For many of us
in our pgroup. If we wish to stay at the reacommended hotel which
all the out of town TIl'ers are sataying we must have our

reservations in by October
please call ma ASAP.

2and. Anyone interested in gaoing

Septeqber 18th and 19th the Memphis Area Computer Council (an
organization of wmany groups in tha Memphis areal will be
represented st the Newcommsrs to Mamphis Fair at Kirby Woods Mall
from 10am to Gpm. Our T! group is included. Please stop by or
evan batter voluntesr to help out! Also don’'t forget October 3ist
is the MACC user group fair at State Tech.

By the way the TI section of the Computer Shopper is having a
giveaway whera you simply send in your name and address to be
placed in a hat to win software. 1 was suprised to be thia months
uinna;‘ of the drawirg where 1 won Cryptopad <(P.0. Box 3gee,
Capar;llu, CA 93011 a neat program for solving cryptograms), GPL
1 s and GPL Assembler (Ryte Data, 210 Hountain Street,
I pburton, Ontario, KOM 1S0 Canada). THANKS Conputer Shopper! If
wou 'du not subscribe ta Tha Computar Shoppar (S00+ rage
publication avajilable in bookstores) and NICROpendium (exclusively
For TI) you are miseing a wealth of infermation! Since almost
nothing is availatle locally for Tl these magazines ars a major
sgurca of reviews and new product infocrmation...

Alsoc note that Games N Gadgets in the Mall aof Menphis haes recertly
recatved a feuw new piecms of software For the T1. It is selling
fFast sa go by and take a look. Books Unlimited at Eastgate
shopping center still has several books For the TIS3/%A discounted
to $2 a piece!

As a c;osinu note 1 would like to mention that those who are not
atteniing meetings are really missing a good time. Meetings are
full of demonstrations of hardwacre and softuare as wuwel]l as

tutorials, we display our months mail which includes many
newslstters with articles on about anything you can think of. We
; newsletters From TI user groups in Canada, England and
Australia as well as here in the USA., The library is usuwally open
at each mesting and we have a preliminary list made up where you
ca~.salact from the list whatever disk you would like. Pre-copies
[ d)anu of the popular disks are available For immediate pickup at
the*meetings, HopFully David will have the list
everyaone soon...Gary Cox

avajlahle Ffor
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HARDWARE MANUAL
TI 99/4A

DESCRIBES:

=

PRAOTECTION

There are strong FEDERAL LAWS against duplicating copyrighted
programs. Pleass da nat break these 1laws'

DISCLAIMER

jomm o=

b

T+ yMid—-South 99 Users Group is nat affiliated, sponsored by nor
h )any relationship with any company implied or otherwise. Any
smention of a company or product is not an endorsement of either
the company or the product.

-Consotle Design

o {

-Custom Chip Operation

- TMS 9900 HIW Organization
-TMS 9900 Instruction Set

- Interfacing Pitfalls

NEWSLETTER INFO

Visitors and potential members may receive 3 free issues of

TiDhits while they decide if they wish to join (no obligation),.

A Dollar sign (%) indicate that your dues are due. Please pay

your dues to be able to continue to receive the newsletter and

. other henefits of the group. You will note a letter and date on
the top of your address lable. The letter Y indicates if you are

a menber and the date indicates the last time you paid your dues.
One year from the date vour dues are due!

-Console Schematics

-PEB Card Descriptions

-GROM Simulator Design

-Extended Basic Madule
description & schematics

CAaLENDAR

MEET INGS: September 17th October 15th, November 17th (3rd Thursday!)
WORKSHOPS: September 246th Octoher 24th, November 28th (4th Saturday')

OFFICERS

F -——
[ —— i ——————————EE A ettt el -
. s
- .

et
Ma Luopa President FO1-I&3-3880
Michael Darman Vice-President S01-732-5154
Gary Cox Secretary FO1-338-0647
Berald Smith Treasurer FO1-IHI—4L273
Pierre LaMontagne TI-NET Sysap 01-386-1513
David Ferguson Co—Librarian F01-795-3287
Rick Glisson Co-Librarian 01-3846-11357
Al Doss Editor — Newsletter F01-743-46781
Dick Vandenberg Chairman — Program 201-274-1892
Gary Cox Information and Assistance F01-358-0547
Mac Swope Chairman — Equipment F01-363-3880
Z9HR TI BULLETIN BOARD
TI-NET (Mid-South User Broup} 300/1200 bd 01-386~1760
%a'] T, Risky Business (Beery Miller) 300/1200 bd PO1-726—5623

VOLUME RATES

GROUF MAILING ADDRESS
(INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON REGUEST )

==

. - Nid-South 99 Users Group

¢ F.0. Box 3B%22
!SEND $19.95 CHECK OR MONEY ORDEP . ) Germantown, Tn. 38163-0522
|r.::AN,AnAs. FOREIGN SEND £$23.00 U.S. FUNDS .. .J]
. THE BUNYARD GROQUP .
| PO Box 53171, Lubbock, TX 79453 |

-
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