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PRESILENTS BIT

fn this month"s slate we have sone very informative reviews by Jonathan
Leslie and Gary (I know that guy) Cox of several new software and hardware
products. Together they bring us the latest from Funnelweb, the Geneve 9440 .

. and new improvements to the Horizon Ramdisk., <my DSDD HRd is hot off -

soldering iron'> Among cther raviews are a compressed explanation of ,a'
new Archiver and the continuing saga of how our microcomputers became orq. d
by Uncle Tax, I extend a welcome to all naw menbers of our grodp and
encourage you to attend our meetings and get involved. Jur new News-Letter
Editer, Henry Badon, has published hia first emphisized N/L with dot matrix
precision! (maybe he can get someone with NLQ to help us out) Some speiling
errars have heen deliberately placed throughout Garys reviews ta see if anyone
in inceed reading the articals! Thanks Henry! ‘

The current Bulletin Board is being revised with a much needed (hopsfully
more reliablel program. An all assembly BBS has also been ordered, so may
be exposed to several programs before one is picked. Please hag "~ patient.
Since Pierre has lmss time spend on saintaining the BBS, some of the frills
may have to go. However, I think all will agree that a good message base and
download section are aost important, since providing information and dialogue
among membera ls top priority.

A5 the ywar comes to an end, it is time to look back on *87 and sea what
goals have been met and what can be done to make the ‘ollowing year. better.
Wa have had several vital members drop from activity becauss of many. reasons.
Lately I°ve ssen the potential! for some serious divisions which I feel ;{.“an be
avoided. +

Femamber, WE ARE HOEBIEST'! Few of us depend on ouw 99/4a to pravide
income. Because the 4a community has so many expert “mechanics® ., we are able
to uporade our systems year after year with a wealth of software, and projects
to interface more eguipment. Years ago, T heard many in the group pr dict
that the 4a would be "Hot Rodded into 1950°s Roadsters” with yellow and ‘)ge
flamea painted down each side! (personally, mine is candy apple red.)

Sure, wome in the group are driving new iBMW’s... but thats just their
family car that they drive to work, on= cant pop the hood and improve anything
without first going to the bank or fmaring he will have to take it back to the
dealer for repair$. Year after yvear soneone is prophesying that this is going
to be the 1last, and someone comes out with Meg whaels <thats MEG, not MAG>,
{and in the case of the 95640, a new high performance engine) and passes right
by! “Strast posts leokin” like a picket fence."”

Further, Flease remember, that this is a volunteer effort: that bringing
gquipnent back and forth tg the meetings for demonstrations is a risk to the
eguipnent; and that this group’s treasury cannot recover as guickly as some
other groups because of a limited membership. A good tresury reserve provides
a buffer in the event that we ares denied current access to a reliable copier,
or TI forbid, a crash of the groups eguipment. Alsa, very few people want to
feel that it is their money, and not their participation, that is needed of
them.

Enough of this socapbox, ths holidays will soon be here, crank up you 71 .
Ioad in some Christmas music, and listen to it PURR! Oh yeah, see you at the
meeting. Mac Swope

- we s

PROGRAM BIT

Th:‘:_nonths program will be a little shorter as we will have our
"Christmas l_uctxng“ where will have food and drinks (non alcholic)

:t the meeting so we can just sit around and talk and have a good
im@..» .

‘Luill have our elections this sonths plus I will bse
. strating the latest version of SPAD XIII flight sisulator now
called SPAD XIII MARK 2, Several good isprovesents have been made
into th'q. program and who knows wshat else wa will have. The
library’ will be open with a bunch of new programs so averyona
please come... Gary Cox

Nl_:-inaticms ware taken at the last aseting for the officers, or
victims, {(depands on how you look at it),to be voted in at this

months mesting. It will be a tough and dirty race bestwesn the
candidates. Here are the nominations:

President — Mac Swope

Vice President — Richard Hiller

Secretary — Gary Cox

Treasursr — Bob Jones, Al Doss, Ralph Wilson

TREASURER REPORT:

r Statement 10/14/87 = $910.00
1 - Petty cash + $045.00
. Total = $955.00

Octocber postage — 044,00

October TI-NET phone - $021.00
Additiaonal BBS expsnses — $#007.50
Octobher NET BALANCE = $882.50

November postage — 3044.00

Chicago Faire video tape - %025.00

Purchasa of blank disks — $031.00

November sale of disks + S01B8.00

Nav. membership renewals + $070.00

Misc. + %019.00

Novesber TI-NET phone - $021.00
Additional BBS expenses — $007.50 -

Patty cash + $010.00 '
NET TOTAL = $871.00

The attendance of about 40 people at our November meeting was auch
better than that of October. The For Sale table was packed full
r squipment and software that gpeople were selling. You can
irly pick up some good bargins at the for sale table each manth.
I1f you have something you would like to sell just bring it along
to the mseting.




We have had an addition of about 10 more disks to the library.
Amorg them is Funnelwes 4.0 dated 11/04/87 written by Tony and
Will Mcgovern of Kotara Australia. 14 you are not familiar with
Funnelweb (where have you been?) 1t is nothing short of a
FANTASTIC utility package! With Funnelwseb you have a collection of
utilities all available from a asnu and you only have to use your
Extended BASIC cartridge to access thaa. No constant wswapp*
baetwesn aany different cartridges. The main paints of Funne j?
are as follows. Funnelweb has all TI-Writer options. e
Ti-writer and TI-Writer systea disks are no longer needed.
Evcrvthinq is on the Funnelweb disk,. Howaver, the TI-Writer
portion’ has been greatly enhanced from that available in the
cartridge. In particular one of the recent additions to it is tha
(Viiew File option in which you can view a file on disk shile
still retaining the file that you have in ths editor. That’s
handy if you are looking for a particular hit of information in a
fila and do not wish to load the whole file inta the sditor... DM
1000 1s included in the Funnelweb package which is an excellent
Disk Manager, surely no one is still using the very outdatad Disk
Manager II cartridge' Next you have all the functions of the
Editor/Assembler cartridge through the loaders section of
Funnelweb. From the loaders you can load and run assenbl y
language programs which will not 1load through Extended BaASIC.
MAX/RLE and POP MUSIC DEMO are two examples of prograss where the
E/A loaders are needed. You alsoc have a programsers editor and
assesbler, a good disk sector editor where you can edit the
contents of a disk itself. HMany programming utilities, loaders
and a user list whers you can add your own selections to the menu
for vour own programs. A masy to use configurs progras is
included in order to allow you to customize Funnelweb to -
naeds without having to recods the program. I can nat i Fn
anyon@ not having this great packages. If Texas Instruments .Sre
to have sold it would bhave probably cost in the hundreds of
dollars. It is available in our disk library on two single sided
disks or on double sided disk.

Alsa new is Archiver version 2.3 by Barry Boone which will not
only archive programs but compress them from 257Z2 to B80%Z of their
original size just like archivers on IBM computers. This saves a
lat of space and time uhtn you intend to send a lot of files gver
the modem. ..

This will be about my last meeting of which I will be able to
attend on time. I will be starting a large load of classes this
coaing semester at college and one class {(which I must have now in
order tao graduate on tise) lasts wuntil 6:55 on meeting nights.
This means 1 will be unable to pick up the key from the Red Cross
to open and setup the room for the sestings. Thersfore if we are
to have mestings someons needs to do that!

This will also be Dicka Vandenbergs last seeting as Program
Chairman as dus %o an extensively long work schedule and sther
obligations he unfortunately can no longer do the job. ™ iob
iust requires that you work up what is to be done at the m ng
and to host the meetings activities.

Below is a list of TI phone numbers to remember:

TI CARES 1-800—-842~-2737 Main Line, Questions
TI RESPONSE 1-800-232-3200
SOF TWARE 1-800-658—-407%
BUSINESS 1-B00—-847-2787

—'l'?:nical 1-B806—741-2403
]

1-B04—741-3044

The end aof the vear is almost hers. 1988 will mark the sixth year
of our .groups existance! Back when 1 was President in 1985 I
thought’ that would probably be our last year. Since then we have
still grown and held a steady mesmbership of currently 90 seaters
and we @xchange newsletters with &1 user groups across the U.5.A.,

Canada, England and Australia with a total mailing of nawsletters

each month about 180. Looking ahead we still have another qood

year coming.’ Many companies continue to support and develop new

products for the TI??/4A. As long as we continue to support. them
they will support us. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!... bGary Cox

GENEVE GLEANINGS

As you can see, this is not going to be a regular colusn so it’'s

living up to its title’s definition, in part, of "slowly®. Much

has happened since ay last article as many of you may already

know. But then if you don’t have accass, direct or indirect, to a

natxmal BPS such as GEnie or CIS, then you may not be up on alil
latest.

ﬂ. «ferent versions of MDOS have been uploaded to the national HBSs
as well as updates to MYWORD and Multiplan. Right now I'ma
operating with MDOS vO.99B, MYWord v1.0, and vi1.04 of Multiplan.
1MDAS is almost identical tp MS~DOS as advertised by Myarc. Gesneve
Oowners naw have a reason to use their Users Manual at last' Mast
of the commands work and work wall. A few aof the comsands [’ve
had to experiment with and use suggestions praovided from GEnie
usérs in order to get them to work correctly as the format didn’t
exactly follow the manual. For instance, I couldn™t get ASSIGN to
work until [ used the way dgiven by John Johnson. Df course any
Commands that deal with hard drives don’t work and protably won't
until the advent of the Myarc hard/floppy controtler card. i
haven’t been able to do a screen dump usi ng SHFT/PRTSC although
CTRL/PRTSC wil}! send all screen display to the printer. That and
TIMODE are about the only commands that will not work at all.
Also the ASSIGN comaand does not work upon doing a warm boot,
although others have said it does for them, and all commands are
internal. Having all comands internal could be a probl em
depending upon your point of view. The positive side is that all
cauands are instantly at your beck-and-call, especially nice when

g only floppy drives. The negative side is that having alil
ff ammands in memory leaves less semory for program space (not a
pr Zolem at this time') and makes it impossible to alter or improve
upon any particular command. Should you have the talent and
inclinaton to do so, which I do not! Even then though one could
write their own comsand file and simply name it di fferently than
an  internal name, yet making it descriptive. Soma would say that
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Myarc is essentially kesping Genseve owners captive to whataver
thay think is bemt. You decide Jor yourself.

So I don’t sound too negative, lat as repsat that most of the
comsands in the manual DO work, and work well, 1 laove having
Batch file capability and all of the functions of a disk manager
available in command mode without having to load in a dis
manager! Imagine being able to protact/unprotect, copy, dele iﬁ
rename filaesi check, compare, copy, forsat or label a disk
display its directory right fros comsand mode. In addition to
that, you can switch between 40 and 80 column display, reconfigure
the prospt, and display a D/V 80 file. More can probably be donme
if you know how to use MDOS to its fullast. The ASS5I6N caosmand
wWill prove most useful as it will let you reassign requests for
one drive to another drive. This would be when a program requires
that its main . disk be in drive #1 and you want it to be in ancther
drive such as’'a rasdisk. When the final version of MDOS is out,
hopefuily all of the probless wilil be fixed. Mayvbe v1.0 will be
out by Christmas. Sose pressnt!

My higgest regreat now is that the only prograass that will run froms
MDOS are ones that have bean written specifically for the Geneve
(in Asseablar). Tharefore in order to run your old library, it is
necessary. to load and run the GPL interpreter. Thim can be
written into your Automxec file to be automatic, MY—#fwrt and John
Johnsons COLOR are the only programs are the only ones I know of
at this tise that will run dirsctly from HDOS. Peter Hoddie has
said that in a future version of MY-Word he will probably have it
do so as he has had many requests for this., Of course I’sm sure
that any new prograss to come cut under the MYARC label will fun
from MDOS. Evan this hassle is greatly reduced if you arse us’ 5&
power—backed ramdisk or a hard drive.

In sy last article I mentionad about soae cartridges saved to disk
that would not run on ay 7640. This list has been reduced a
littla. It now consists of SHAMUS, PLATO, CONGD EONGD, DIG DUG,
GQBERT, T¥I LOGD 11, HENPECKED, TI CHESS and MS PACMAN. I’ve also
haard that SLYMOIDS doesn’t work. Most of these cart-on— a-disk
filas smentioned will load but then won’t run propsrly. CONGO
BONGDO will play correctly until going to the second level at which
tima it locks up. BGBERT- sppears to load and play propsrly but
there is no screen display. Rather hard to get anywhere with that
ong! Tl CHESS loads but refuses to allow any msoves, declaring them
all “fliegal Moves“. And MS PRACMAN runs great if all you want to
do is go left, right and up. You can’t move down! A few of thase
A have tried from different sources with no better results. This
may be a problem for my particular system as a friend has told s
that he has run a few af ay nan-working ones with no problems. I
did say in ay first article that my results do not necessarily
.reflect those of all 9440 owners and there are soras cartridges aut

there that [ have not trisd so my list is not conclusive. This"

matter is not a problem for me as the above sentioned list doesn’t
contain any prograss that I need or wish I really had.

The newest Multiplan patch increases buffer space from 15K to 41K
although the number of rows and columns is the same. It also lays
out the command line at the bottom of the screen baetter than the
first one and the garbage seen when loading a file is gone. One

]
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bug has been reported about using the NAME cosmand so I have
avoided using that +or now. It IS nice to have up to 7 columns 24
rows on the screen at one time. #And the speed with which screen
updates, calculations and other sanipulations are done is SO nice
wheén compared to the 4A version. Spreadsheets on other computersg
may be +Faster, but it is more due to thea program being used than
ghe computer itself now with the %640. O0One aethad I use on MP
%‘gch can be used on the 44 or 7640 is to save my spread— shset to.
. ramdiak and then upon exiting MP to load in a disk sanager and
copy it to a floppy. 1 prefer this rather than waiting for the
S~L~0-W disk save routine used in MP. O0f course there is the
danger of losing that file if the system locks up or laoses powar
during the process, but that is a hazard when working on ANY
computer program.

PRbHase has now been sodified by Mike Dodd so that it will run on
the 9640 as well as the 4A. My most gracious thanks go to Mike
for allowing =& to continue to use what I think is the best
database for the 4A and 9440, Not to asention saving all those
precious data disks! What’s even better is that Mike has modified
the disk format so that you can now copy or foraat a data disk
with any disk manager. Included in the updats are docs and two
files for doing the conversion aof the data disks yourself. The
files run under Mbs Advanced Diagnostics. You can also use a new
sector editor named GBS which I°11 mention in a bit. I can‘t tell
if PRBase runs any faster on the 9640 since it was already FAST!!!
Thanks again Mike!

GBS is a new sector editor program from Canada that is just super
a. far as I’m concerned. I now use it all the time instead of my
',"' worikhorse. [ aention it in this article since it has a
A uiction that will let you copy sectors selectively. This is what
I used to convert my PRBase data disks. It does run quite well an
the %6440 and boy does that cursor fly at speed 53! [ was unable to
get an earlier version aof John Birdwells Disk Utilities to run on
my 9440 aithough this may have been my fault. There is a néw
varsion gut which is supposed to be THE definitive disk manager
and sector editor, though its distribution seeas to be limited.

As far as graphics prograss go, Tha& Printers Apprentice would not
run on the 9440 as produced, but a patch was published to allow
this. Joy Paint 99 will work, though there are a few limitations.
fha catalog function won"t work and will disable any further disk
170, s0 you need to catalog your picture disk beforehand to avoid
this. Speed is increased as you increase the OGPL interpreters
speaed which can pressnt a few ainor problems, but all in all it
remaing a functiaonal and very nice graphics program. Picasso, . a
new program, that is fairware(?) works wall on the 94640 and
appears to be very good desktop publishing type of program. Its
distribution is in gquestion right now. A new version, 2.0, has
been seen and said to be auch better than vi.0. This 1is one to
keep an eya on folks! As far as Tl-Artist, GRAPHX, Bit-Mac, Draw n
7 ? and aothers ga, I don’t have ém so you’ll have to find out

yvyourself on thea. Then of cowrse there is MY-Art. 1
purchased it at the Chicaqo Faire this vyear, but to review it
properly will require a separate article. (Dh nocoo!!) Just let
me say that works GREAT and is a JOY to use even though I°® no
ARTIST: <grin>
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it and Myarc DM1II,

Even though MDOS is a full featured disk manager among other
things, I still use a disk manager program sometises. Like when
I'm in the 4A sode and don’t feel like rebooting... DM1000 hasg
worked fine on the 9440 ever since v3.5l. Version 3.8, being the
latest, is the best of course. It formats in true 18 sactor style
Now, S50 I have not experienced any compatibility problems between

On the 9640 it runs vary fast, aw mc J
programs do, although file reads and writes still arwn"t 5
greatast. Were it not far DrMill, I would be using it exclusives,)
fyarc DMII] is still the best as far as I"m concernaed, but it had
one bug on the 9440, NO FORMATTING ALLONED. This was very
cumbersome since ‘I usaed it for everything else. Then [ would have
to exit and load up D1OOO Just to format a disk. Then I could
®ither put up with DM100Os 10w read/write or reload DMIII. A
\r.eal pain to say the lIesast! Now that is all . history with Mike
‘Dodds modification/rewrite of DMIII. The title scresn comes up
while lpading, cursor speed has been ad justed for the 9440, and
the read/write buffer has been increased to 364 sectors or a
whopping 96K (for us TI owners anyway) ! And joy of jays, I can now
format and clone a disk wi thout going through keyboard
calesthenics! Again my hats off to you Mike!

Let me wind up this article with a list and brief description of
the coamands available at this time in MDOS.,

ASSIGN ——— Assigns requests for one disk drive to another drive

ATTR1B —— Displays or changes the write protect staus of a file

CHOIR Changes the working directory to any drive in use

CHKDSK ——— Checks and reports status of a disk and aemory

CLS ————= Cigars the screen display and homes the cuwrsor ‘ﬁ\)
\

COPY ———— Copies a file from one disk to another

DATE ——-— Sets the date in the 9540 ciock

DIR ~——=-— hsplays the directory of the current working disk
DISKLUMP ~ Compares two diskettes to see i¢ they are identical
R1SKLOPY — Copies a complete disketts

ERASE ——— Daietes a file from a diskette

FORMAT -—— Formats a diskette as §8,D5,5D, or DD
LABEL, ——-- Assigns ar changes the nase of a diskette
MODE ————— Sets the width of the screen display, the
and spacing of a parallel printer, and the
communications parameters through the serial part
FROMPT =-— Changes the setup of tha prompt

RENAME ——— Lhanges the name of a file on a diskette
TIME ——-— Gats the time of the 9540 clock

TYPE ———— Displays the contants of a D/V 80 file
VER --——-= Displays, on tha screen, the current version of MDOS
VoL -——=— Displays, on tha scrasn, the current nase of a diskette

line width

Some of the above paraseters, as well as ramdisk size and the
number o+ files and butters available can he set up upon booting.
This is done by inciuding the appropriate comsands in & file named '
AUTUEXEC which is looked for by MDOS upon bootup like tha LQAD
¥ile ssarched for upon bootup in TI or Myarc Extended Basic. )Y

1 hope this article has gone a little wWays towards skplaining the
prasent atate of affairs of the Geneve in general . Purchasing a
2640 may not be the right thing for you, but 1 have been sost
Pleased with its performance. And with Cooperation between Myarc
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i i I can see there
and the prograamers in the 4A/74640 connm:utv. ! the
could be sone great praograas in the future white ltl;l -ai_mtaxmng
almost complete compatibility with the still growing library of
9?/4f files.... HMember Jonathan Leslie — Dlathe, Kansas

NMFICATE S3

- tificate 92 is a new program by Great Lakes Sof'tuarg. The
program ailows the user to create certificates! amards, q:plnnas,
licenses, flyers, advertisements, siqns.and natices. Unlike MI;V
araphics prograss this program provides an gasy way tu_: c:lahe-
graphics on the printer without having to go hassel r.q;u‘re d
many of the graphics drawing prograss. UOnce your l;arti u;a:n is
designed it is then printed to any Epson/Star compatible printer.

h r r:an boots up it asks for the type font teo pe us-c_l‘ for
:‘;Tﬂ :ﬂi-tﬁaoznxt. Fonts are different styless crr lat_'.tarmq. Seven
fonts are selectable and exasplas of sach font is dl.splav-dlm_'l the
SCreen. The +onts are built into the program sa no addxtlu:al
fants can oe added but the ones provided ars quite adaquata N or
any nesd that you may have. Alsa you can only selact one +tont as
fonts can not be alxed.

: am asks you if you wish taxt to be au;n-atxcally
::::e:::. nr??rvm sell:t YES the program centers cach line of tgxt
tvyped 1n for the certificate. 7This prevants_thl user ﬂ'o- havnng
to "eve bali” center the text. The only timse you uogld nc_it_uan
an auto center of text would be like when you have a list of items

something sisuiar where a certain format is nesdaed.

£
‘a‘)t the border selection screen appears. The border ls*thn
graphics that sowraund your certificate. You ®ay choose tru:
twelve odit+ferent horders ranging -Frog jugt a plane bardar to

really fancy border. The borders are built intao the progras s6 no

borders ¢an be addaed however, it would be hard to design borders
vourself anyway... If you wish you can chose not to use a border.

Atter the border seiection screen the graphic s_all:l_:lun Il:l':.l:
appears. This scresn containg tu-nty‘ fourlqraphnc pzcture_s t ah
can be placed onto your certificate. The pictures are 91- suC
as 4 coke can, fist, no smoking symbol and other different

tnings t
items. Atter selecting the graphic you are asked if you uou!.d
like it eniarged. In mOsSt cases You would want the graphic

enlarged otherwise it ia quite small. Unlike the other graphy:s
these  pictures graphics can be changed or added to. A grapghics
drawing program is necessary to make any changes. Eraat_ Lakes
sSoftware® recomaasnds using their Joypaint ‘i"i_ and Jaypaint Pal
program to do this. The recommendation 1s$ & valid one as 1 tr;eu
to load the graphics with Graphx anc_l sav:ra! aother draml,ng
programs ana they would not load except with Juyp:_nnt and_Jnypa_xnt
. Howaver, 1 was able to use the convarsion _sectlnn of TiI
o 1T to load thes using the Drasw N Plat t+ormat 50_11 Ar‘i_:xst may
"wofk but I did nat have time to fuily check inta this option.

unly one graphic msay bs selected for yuur_cqrtifil:ate, Atrter
selecting the graphic the screen shows &6 posis!.txnn!_ﬂf which the
graphic may be placed (9 posisitions are avalalbe if the graphac
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is not enlarqed).

Next the signature screen will appear. On this screen are saven

built 1n signaturss of such pecple as Ronald Reagan, Lee lacocca,
R. P_aqquttc, Santa Claus, M. Thatcher, M. Raddafi and A.
Khomeini (thank goodness they spelled those names and not me').

The signatures can be used to make your certificate look otficial
“with one of these official signatures. However, vou can placr
biank sigqnature ling ontc the page and put your own signature o
cortificate after it has been printed or you ®ay S@lect not to use
a nqna_turc at all. The pre—defined signatures are built into the
program  and can not be changed, howsver, there is really no nesd
tp add any signatures as you can just have the certificate signed
after being printed. Also Cartificate 99 autosatically selects a
place tor the signature location depending on whers you have your
Qraphic picture located... ' '
,

Next is the anter text screen., This is the screen where yvou enter
your s@ssage onto the certificate. You may either fill vour
certificate all with large letters or all with small letters or a
coapination of both. A combination of both big and ssall lattars
would be best as the large letters can ba used for the title and
the small istters can be used for a sessage. WO SCreen Areas are
displayed on the screen. At the top is where you enter the large
letter text. AS vou typd in the large ietter text areas below in
the ssall letter text arsa becoses shaded in indicating the areas
being filied up on the certificate. Conssquentially when ssall
taxt is typed in the small text area arsas are shaded in abave in
the large text area. This way there is no change of your text
overlapping because of a miscalculation of how large the large
text would b@ etc... A shaded area also indicates whare he
signature 15 placed and where the graphic is if you selects ,in
nave them. Any shaded area can not be used because it is
restricted 4% something else will be pccupying that spacs shaded
in.

At this point you are ready ta print. By pressing ENTER on the
Last line of text entering vou are asked for tha print device names
whnich 1n most cases will be “PIUL.LF*. Than vyou are asked +or
print aensaity 1 or 2. 1 is normal and 2 prints the picture
darxer. iThen the program procedes to do some calculations and in
apout S seconds it starts printing your certificate. After
printing the program asks if you would like to make another
CErti+1Ccata. If the answar is vyes or no you are asked for a
setting oF the default screen color. This screen color wili be
saved to disk and the next time the program is run the screen will
be the color you select hsre. This 1% s1mply a4 cosmetic thing to
heip your eyes out a fittie 1f you have trouble seeing with
«€certawn colors. 1In fact, everything that you type in is saved
inciuoing ali the selections at the prompts =20 the next time you
TUun the programs you can just press enter on all the selections if
You wish the same options as last tise. Ffhe text is aiso savad so
be caratul not to type anything vou do not want anyone else t ;ae
as 1t wiil appear the next time vyou run the program. . )Y

The program operates well, is sasy to use and the only program of
it"s kind on the market today for the TI99/49A. The same thing can
be done with some of tha other graphics drawing programs but with
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much difficulty and time. This program provides a fast easy seans
ot printing out flvers or certificates or whatever you would like.

The onily orobhliess that [ sew with certificate 99 is that I would
11k® to be able to salect sors than one graphic pictures +for the
certificate. L would also like an wasier way to add my own
scaphic pictures but it can be donms like 1t i1s sstup now wWith a
tie bit of work. It would aiso be nice if [ could save ay -
tificates to separate files instead of the prograa just saving
tha 1ast certificate that [ created esrasing any pravious
certificates. Howaver, this is not a4 big deal becauss the
l::ari_:lfi&atﬂ ar® so easy to crsate. The instructions are gquite
agaquate as well and the program is so easy to use ) usag it the
first time without reading the instructions. The oniy thing
lacking in the instructions are details on how to add your own
graphic pictures. Aithough I did not try adding my own graphics I
assume 1t is done by Ffollowing their format for placing the
qraphic pictures onto the screen. This lack of details on adding
graphic pictures is the only really weak part of the package.

The sajor uses of the program that I have found for mayself is for
announcesents such as DJ NOT SHOKE signs or for directions like

ENTER HEKE etc... For that I find this program to be very good

because 1t doaes provide a fast sasy seans to make up a flyer

without the hassel involved with using a graphics drawing program.

You can also maks up some certificates for fun such as a diploma

with with ronald Reagon’s sianaturs stg... The progras comaes with

some oOfticial locking paper to be usad for any official type

gocussnts you may wish to print as well as some foil sealws to aake

- Joak aven sore ct¥icial.

W

I prograsm rvuns 1n Extended BASIC and requirss one disk drive,
SxK and an €pson/Star compatible printer. The program seils for
%1%.95 plus $1 shipping trom oreat Lakes Softwars of 80% E. bGrand
River Ave., Howeli, MI 48843, Certificate 99 wan desonstrated at
last montns meeting. Knowing what I know now about the program
would i stiil have purchasad 1t? YES. I qive the proaram an
overall qrade af an A since there is a tiny bit of room for

improvesent... DBDary Cox

RAMIDISKS

What is a Ram Disk7? 1t is a davice which operatas just like a disk
drive except samory chips are used to store the data rather than a

diskette. You might consider a Ram Disk a msinature hard drive as
access time is just as fast but you do not have as much storage
space. Ham Disks for the TI99/4A fit into the Expansion Box and

can bw configured as drive nuabers 1 through 9 no satter what type
disk controlier card that you have.

Why do I nwed a Ram Disk? That is what I thought until I saw one
4 op@ration. The most ocbvious advantage to having a Ram Disk is
t..« speed at which it can load files and programs. Rather than
taking several seconds to load a pragras a Ras Disk can speed up
the iocading as fast as into the weili-second range (alnost
instant). S0 a Ram Disk will save time. So I thought "so what I
save a few seconds”. Littlie did [ know that [ j;ust scratched the
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sur+ace of a Kkaa Disk’s capabilities,

fhe Ram Disk that | am sast familiar with anc the one that I own
is the Horizon Has Disk. [ have the Dounle Sided/Sinqle Density
version. uther Ram Disks may or may not be simular to this one.
in order tor the Ram Disk to operate an Upsrating Systems aust be
foaded into it (just like an operating system must be ilocaded in
an LbM compatible sachine). The Operating Systea is what contr })
the functions of the Ram Disk. Since the Ram Disk is powered b, %
rechargeable battery the Uperating System as well as the contents
of the Ram pDisk are maintained when tha power is off thus they
need not be loaded every time you turn on youw" systems., Thaera are
three operating systess availabiae for the Horizon Ram Disk. The
+irst one is the one that comes with it. That one provides some
good functions and allows operation of the Ram Disk but that is
not the besst one available. By far the best Operating Systee for
the Horizon '‘Ram Disk is John Johnsons of the Miami Users Group.
It 5 Fairwars and availanle in our library. with his Operating
system a -whole new world of features are available added to that
of the original Op System. Peter Hoddie also has an oparating
system on a chip for the Ram Disk, I have not sean it so I as not
+amiliar with it’s capabilities.

the latest version aof John Johnsons Op Systes is 7.1 . Since
there 18 no need to use the original operating system with this
one [ will not discuss the originai. So with the Op Systea loaded
and the Kam Disk formatted you can then create a senu o+ prograas
availaple on the Ram Disk. Since the menu comes up automaticaily
when you turn on your systea (no title screen anysore) yod can
edit tne menu directly by pressing FCIN 5 and typing in Q{le
seigctions and the corresponding pragrams or files you wi jru
icad 1n when tnat selection is pressed. Three scraens #ull.“0Of
listings oOf programs are available that yvou can progras into the
menu. Fressing the SPACE bar wili alternate betwssn the msenu
SCreens. Also if vou still wish to have your Ti Title Scresen you
can Bit FCOIN 9 and it wili carry you to it or you can dbD a CALL a0
and the automatic senu can be turned off but can be accessad by a
CHLL MENU. The Ram Disk can also be accessed through BASIC or XB
by simply accessing it just like i1t was a regular disk drive.

S0 when you turn on your-system you naw immediately have a menu of
proarams available on your Ram Disk. By pressing the selection ot
what vou want that program is loaded into the computer and run in
a matter one or two sSEconds or in some cases (with asseably files)
almost instantly. For sy Ram Disk I have the Editor and Foraatter
portien of Funnelweb loaded inta the Ram Pisk.’ Plus I have DM
"A000, Archiver, Rapid Copy, Mass—Transfer and phone file and some
other utility programs. So as soon as [ turn on my systes sy most
used proqrams are already available and can be ready and operating
1in a matter of a few seconds by pressing a putton rather than
having to find the disk and waiting for the fiies to all load from
a o015k drive. So with my setug I can hit the swlaction __for
Funnelweh, it will toad and be ready, hit the Editor selectic Lond
Fu 1 am i1n the Editor. Then 1 can jump to the Formatter prifmy
document, jump back to the Editor, jump back to the formatter in a
matter o+ seconds not worrying about where the editor or formatter
+iles ara located. [ can then qo back and load in DM 1000 oy a
press ot the button, 1 can jump into Extended BASIC and run a
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DM 1000 will
want othar
(With a CALL
or just call

i want DMt 1000 I can type CALL MGR and
be loaced ¥from the Ram Disk. I+ 1 am in XB and
programs [ can set them up whare they can be called
statesent! trom XB (no programeaing needad to do this)
them up like from a normai drive.

program. £

P .ay ather saall features and CAlLls are also available in addition

7!115. Howaver, there is still msore. With the 7.1 Op System I
Cud partition sy Ram Disk into saveral Ram Disks allotting the
desired space up ta the limit of the Ram Disk. So I can set up a
drive 3 and 4 allaotting 360 sectors each or any combination of 720
sectors (if 1 have a DS/SD Ram Disk) using just my one Ram Disk.
Ynis is useful for like Multiplan if ] wish to have a separate
aaction for it only and naot cosbined with my main Ram Disk
section. Changing the drive nusbers can be done by CALLS or by
ioading in the configurs programs. For exasple [ can type in XB
CALLl DN(S) and my Ram Disk will be drive nusber I etc...

Kam L1SKS have Decoms the most popular item today and I have found
1t to be the most revolutionary pisce of hardware since the Gras
Kracker! The time and trouble I have saved by having the Ram Disk
has besen tressndous. Access time tO the Ram Disk is just as Ffast
i¥ not faster than any other computer on the markat today.

Kam Disks can be purchased i1n variable sizes ranging from gingle
sided/singie density to dounie sided/double density or avan up to
1 Megabyte! Alsa swveral Ram Disks can b placed into the
Expansion sox and it doms not matter what controlier card that vou
have as tha controller card is not accessed in order to operats

va- Disk.

i

i zon Computer Lisited of P.D. Box 554, Walbridge, Ohio 43855
smiis the 3460 sector ram disk (104K) for %185 or the 720 sector
(192K} tor %210 already assesbled ready to go. 1 would recosmend
the 720 ssctor Ram Disk as single sided is not quite enough and 1
have found doubls sided to be adaquate. If you like to build your
own proiects and are good at doing so the Raam Disks can be
purchased in kit form where you put it together. Bud Mills
sServices of 1la Dartmouth Dr. Toledo, Ohio 43414 sells the parts
necessary to build vyour own Horizon Ram Disk in sizes §65/5D,
0s/84, DS/DD, 512K and Une Meq...Gary Cox

TIPS

I+ vyou have a Plato cartridge and it will not operate it could ba
because you have a device set at C(RU address 1000 which can
interters with the operation of the Plato cartridge. One such
device is the Horizon Ram Disk. 7To solve the problem simply set

the dgevice’s ChU address to something above 1000 and this should
sfye the probiem. The device witl usually have DIP switchas to
o & the CRU address.

Having trouble with your squipment or having +requent lockups?
Hring vour squipment to our Saturday Workshop for a diagnosis and
possibie repair. That is what the workshops are tor to help you
with any problems you may have. Workshop locations are not always
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' getting into so nebulous a veanture; the handfull

. with machines.

announced in the newsletter so call one of the officers for
information on whers the current months workshop wili bw... Gary
Cox

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEES T.U.G. Bulletin Board is now back online after a 1*;3
absence. T.U.G. is one of the oldest BBS's in town formerly
running _ on an TRS-80 cosputer now running on an IBM coapatibl s
with a hew version of the TBBS software. The BEES  has many sSigs
for tha different computers including a TI Sig of which 1 aa the
Sysop. Vhe board is very fast and easy to uss. 6Give it a call
2ahrs a day at (901) 358-8227 300/1200bd.

The Memphis -Amateur Radio Group would like to anvite everyone to
their Christmas Party Friday Deceaber igth +rom &pm -~ 10pm at
Stronh’s Belle catered by Leonards Barbque. Cost will be
approximately $5.00 a person. For more inforsation and if vyou
plan to go you need to call Wadae McKay at 398-5566.

Plans are underway for yst ancther MACC computer fair, this timm
with vendors. we are also looking into the possibility of
cosbining the Memphis HamFest with the computer fair. The date of
tha fair will be sometise the aiddle of neaxt Year...

The T1 FEST—-WEST, TI XPD 68, is schedulsd for Feb. 27-28 at the
Palace Station in Las Vegas, Nevada. Reduced room rates and
discount airfaires are available, according to organizars. ,Lor
room resgrvations at the Palace Station, call 1-800-544-241 §\d
for PSA air reservations call 1-BOO—435-9722. Mention TI Xr'88
PSH Smile No. M15848. for further information, contact the
Scuthern Nevada Users Group, P.0. Box 24301, Las Vegas, Hesvada
89124 or (702) &47-1062 or (702} 878-3167. Online inforasation is
available Zé4hrs at 300/1200 baud at (702} AH48-1247.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE 393-48

Continued from the article “Death of a Computer" in the Octaber
newsletter. Article edited fros the Texas Monthly April 1984.

In 1975 the personal cosputer industry was still in its infancy.
Apple was a tiny company operating out of its foundar’s gArage;
1Bm, which now dominated the business, hadn't even considered
of pw=opls who
computers wera mostly technology buffs who liked playing
That year Texas Instrusents introduced something
called the TMS 900 S1Croprocessor chip, which would eventually

spawn the 99/4A computer. .

The microprocessor is one of the great inventions of the aqu—jas
seninal a step in the development of the modern computer as tha
invention of the silican chip in the late fifties. The silicon
chip made it possible to put complicated electronic circuitry on a
tiny piece of silicon; the microprocessor aade it posibie to

brought
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compress an entire Ccosputer onto a chip not much larger than a
pastage stamp. Today thers ara any nusher of alcroprocassors
inside a personal computer (different chips control the graphics
and memory and sa on), but the central microprocessor, called the
€FY, 1i8 the computer’s brain, the thing that reads the bits of
intoraation sent to it. ’

. ):uqn smiling consumer items like pocket calculators and
[ tare is what qives Texas Instrusents visibility, tha
company’s biggest profit have always bean sade in less glamorous
wavs, chief asmong thew the sanufacture of silicon chips, which it
s@ils 1A huqe lots, at low prices, te other cospanies. Getting
the volume up and the price down has always been the Linchpin of
11‘s sales strategy. and so0 it was with Ml Croprocessors.
aithougn ~ I did not invant the sicroprocessor — the credit for
that goes to § Silicon Valisy company named lntal - the company
quickly asserted its supariority in the sarketplace with ite first
chip, 1ntroduced in 1974, a tour—-bit chip called the THMS 1000.
{ine tera- *four bits™ aseans that the c¢ircuitry can handie four
bits of intormsation at once. 1t is a mssasure of complexity and
aiso of spesdy an eight but chip can work tuwice as fast as a four
bit chip.}! The TMS 1000 soon becase: the most ubiquitous chip 1in
the business, used in video games, calculators, Sicrowave ovens,
and hundreds oF other electronic products; to date, more than 100
million TMS 1000°s have been sold. -

T1’s second-genaration RiCroprocessor was the 9900 but though it
was a quantum ieap technologically, it was a flop 1in the
marketplace. It failed in part becausa it was too far ahead of
tf‘ jieid; while Intel and sveryons else were just begininning to
[ 3 pignt-bit MiCroprocessaors, Tl leapfrogged thes and made the
sidteen—bit 9900. Thae idea was that the 9900 would msake the
|1gnt—-bit competition instantly ocbsolete and ¢this new TI
microproassor, like the TS 1000 before it, would becoas the
industry standard. Instead, the ingdustry +locked to the eight-bit
Ml Ccropracessors and Left the 9700 dying on the vine. But to back
down and built eight-bit sicroprocessors like evervone 4lss was an
abnorrent 1dea of i, a coapany where manageriai dscisons are
shaped by an internal framework that is a culture all its cown.

tha - TMS 9900 the TI?9/4 {not tha 4A) home COMpULEr WaS
developed. However, with it’s %1150 price tag 1t did not go over
weell at ail. Une of the major complaints about the v9/4 was of
its terrible keyboard.

using

By tne -rall ot 1950, with T selling +tewer than a thousand
computer a month, the paople in the consuser prooucts group had
come to the not unexpected conclusion that it was time to go Dpack
ta the drawing bcard. Peter Bonfield, then the head of tha nome
computer davision, felt that the most cricital {laws in the 99%/4
were its price and its 9900 microprocessor, S0 he asked his
er-ineers to design a miCroproceassor and that cut the cost in0
r !. ine chip they choss to usa was the I-80, first sanufactured
by e Z1i00 Corporation, oneg ot tha most widely used weight-bit
MiCraprocessors. it was 50 good that thay thought thay might get
71 to peng 1S rules a littie. The enginsers loved working with
the £-uu, and when they finished the rough designs, in the lattar
part ot 1Y80, they thought they had & winner, a mor® slegant, more
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ussful, and less exgensive machine. Benfisld thought so too. But
than camse the hard part. Benfield had to get the new design past
Bucy and Shepherd -~ and past a young 71 engineer named Don Bynum.

when Bonflield’s new cosputer design began saking the rounds at
Ti’s Dallas headquarters, Bynua was assigned to the coapany’s
Corporate Engineering C(enter, where resgarch and developm
proposals were evaluated. This position not only allowed hil_aaz
sea the design but to take sides. He sided against Bonfield “.i
quickly became the leading in-house critic of the new computer.
His entire argument was based on tha idea that the 9900
microprocessor should not be abandoned, precisely what Brucy and
Shepherd wanted to hear, of course. To prove his point he put
together his own redssign of the 99/4 called the Ranger. The
Ranger did not solve the price problem or the keyboard problesm or
the softwas problem, but it did address another nagging prcbl am,
the haphazard way the periphearals fit together with the cosputer
(“Paripherals® is the term for cosputer add-ons, like addi tional
mamory and disk drives, that allow the sachine to de such
complicated tasks as word processing and financial ANAlySiS.).

Whan Shephard and Bucy shot down the 7I-80 design, thay also
shipped Pster Bonfield off to thas talculator division (he left TI
soon thereafter) and replaced him with Don Bynua. In Noveaber
19680 Bynum acved to Lubbock to run the home cosputer division, and
tha first thing he did was confiscate all the prototypes of the
Z2-80 computer. The second thing he did was trot out his Ranger
designs. And the third thing he did was realize that the Ranger
was a wistake. A couple of sonths after he arrivaed, the Ranger
wat as dead as the Z-80 computer, for Bynum had ssen designs ~§{ar
yet another computer and he had fallen in love. t)

The new design had been slapped together by a saall group of
engineers. They were frustrated with the way things were going,
but they had become convinced that the Z—BO design would not be
approved. The enginesrs’' new design kept the 9900 alcroprocessor
and the main circuitry of the machine but changed the way the
coaputer looked.
keypoard had also been separated froa the screen — unbundling the
system, 1t’s called — so that the scresn became optional (The
keyboard could be attached to a TV set). They also drew up
proposals for cutting down the number of chips needed tao run te
cosputer, which had the effect of dramatically cutting costs.

when Bynum came on board, they showad him what they had done, and
he was imnmediately enthusiastic. He asked thas to work on his own
‘pet pesve, the peripheral mess. He had his home computer sat up
inside an old upright piano cabinet, and he would tell his
. enginears that they had to come up with a better way to store
_peripherals because h@ didn’'t have any smore room in his piano.
They came up with the expansion box that had separate compartments
for the different peripherals. Bynum became the champian of he
new design, and it breezed past the corporate hierarchy in Iy ’js.
By the suamer of 1981, after months aof working up pr‘otné’ ,.-m/s.
getting the. kinks out of the system, and passing the various
radiation tests mandated by the FEC, the TI99/4A was raady. The
basic cost of the computar to the retailer was $340 — an the price
to the consumer, without peripherals, was going to be $330.
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Now the computer had a typewriter keyboard. Thas

Don Bynum did his job. But would it sell?

why do you need a homs computer? It is hard to imagine in sore

‘basic question, but no one in the hose coaputer business has come

up with a compelling answer. It is hard to sell a product when
you can’t tell pecple why they need it.

man whose job it was to answer that question at TI was William
. Turner, and he was that rarest of birds at TI, an outsider.
He had been hired away from Digital Equipment Corporation, and
important maker of sinicesputers, in May 1780 and had been named
marketing manager for TI's consumar products group. Although he
had a degree in mathesatics, he had gotten his job precisely
because he wasn’t an enginesr. Turnar had spend his career
marketing computers. He brought to the home cosputer division
something it hadn’t had before: a salesaentality. Bill Turner was
gung ho about whatever product he was selling, upbmat and
snthusiastic no matter what the actual state of affairs. Ha was
great with numbers and projections. In meetings he always had &
chart that proved beyond all doubt that the homs cosputer mwas
about to turn the corner., His optimisa had a lot to da with the
®arly success of the 99/4A, and with its ultimate failure.
He came to his job with two crucial theories. First, he belisved
that you couldn®t s2i1 a home computer in a coaputer store.
Computer stores were ssant for people who already knew soaething
about computers or’ who were ssriocus snough about them to spend
several thousand dollars on one. Those people were not likely ta
wind up buying a home computer. Turner wanted to get the 99 /44
pl ced in the kind of retail stores that already carried the
d ny’s pocket calculator, sStores like Penney’s and Sears and

gomery Ward. Fros the day he walked in the door, Turner spent
much of his time building up this retail network, and he was good
at it. Every month he would report new successes. Taoys R Us had
signed up, K Mart had signed up and even 7-Eleven was on the verge
of signing up before the roof fwll in at TI.

furner’s second theory was that the price of the 99/4A had to be a
lot lower. 1 the price was low enough, it wouldn’t matter that
the home coaputer was more toy than tool (so they thought then).
Paople would buy it on a lark. Bill Turner wanted to sell price,
and that bacame the cornerstone of his marketing strategy. I
didn't hurt his standing in the company that he was advocating the
one strategy that TI's managesent had always felt most comfortable
with.

S5 1n the months after the 99/4A was introduced. Turner began
bringing the list price of the $9/4A down, from $550 to %450 to
373, He aid this partly by making what sesmed to be outrageous
volume projections and then hustling up new retail outlets to
absorb that volume, He also pushed Bynum’s engineers to find ways
to lower the coat of the machine, by simplifying the design,
¥ inating chips, and so& On. That way the profit margin on each
[ )ut-r remained steady - 40 per cent - while the price went
down. with each new round of cost cutting, the engineers became
increasingly unhappy with Turner, for they +felt he was pushing
thea to do too much too fast. TI had once produced fewer than
@ight thousand 79/4°s a month: it was now producing that aany
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99/44%s in a good week. That wasn’t enocugh for the consumer
products group, with its large overhead and R and D budget, to
turn a profit, but it was more than enough to make psople believe
Turner when he pulled out his latest chart and said the 79/4A was
about to take off.

By then, howsver, T1 was not ths only company in the hoas casputer
business. Atari, the video game maker, had a cosputer out

some time that was under $1000 - the Atari 400. Several
canpanies, particularly Matel and Coleco, were trying to get “out
of video game consoles (which wouldn’t have a chance if home
computers really hit) and into home cosputers.
computer in development, which it hoped would satablish and
entirely new market, under — $100 cosputer. #énd then thers mas
Comacdore, nine sonths after TI put out the 99/4A on tha retail
shelves of America, the Commodoras Corporation, of King of Prussia,
Pennsylvania, introduced its first hose comsputer. It was called
the Vic 20, and it case on the sarket at $299.

month. naxt month

To be continued next Coming

Laynching the great price war!

EDITOR’S NOTE

this copy of the Decesber nawsletter is not a complete

I hope
disaster. This is ay first timse to do anything like this. I
there is any thing that I need to know dont hesitate to call me,

my number is on the last page of this newslatter. I was con’ ad
to start doing the newsletter after Al Doss had a hsart . ct
whil® on vacation in Florida. Al is homs now doing fine but ~the
pressure of doing tha newsletter was too much for him.
asked if I would like ta do it. If anyone wants to subsit an
article for the next newsletter give me a call and if it can be
teken by modem I'l1l take it. If it cannot be sent that way mail
the copy to me and I'11 kaey it in. My address is 2123 Rushmore
Memphis, Tn. 381146. Thanks......Henry Badon

& FERRY
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Timex had a home -

I was -

DISCLAIMER

_ The Mid-South %9 Users Group is not affiliated, sponsorsd by nor

has any relationship with any company implied or atherwise. Any
mention of a company or product is not an endorsement of either
the coapany or the product. .

\) GROLFP INFO

Visitors and potential wsembers may receive 3 free issues of
TiDbits while they decide if they wish to join (no obligation}.

A Dallar sj.qn (%) indicate that your dues are dus. On the top of
your lable 15 & cCode. An Y means you are a mecher, N seans 3 free
list, UG means user group and S means a business. Beside the Y is
a date, on® yaar from that date your dues are dus. The library is
apen only to FULL ($15) mesbers. Library list is $l. Mail order
disk library access is %2 per disk max of 5 disks per month order
by disk nusber only. At seetings library access is FREE if you
axchange your disk for ours or %1 per disk for our disks. Send
all mail order library raquests to librarian’s address. Send dues
and correspondance to group address.

CAL  ENDAR
MEETINGS: December 17th, January 21, February 18 (3rd Thursday!)

WORKSHOPS: Decamber NONE, January 23, February 27 (4th Saturday!)
€979 CLASS: Every Thursday sxkcept seeting night, location TBA.

OFF ICERS
H_: L] PRESIDENT 201-363-3880
Mi. .42l Dorman VICE-FRESIDENT S501-732-5126
Bary Cox SECRETARY 90.~358-0647
Bary Cox Temporary TREASURER 201-358-0&467

Pierre LaMontagne
David Ferguson
Richard Hiller
Henry Badon

TI-NET System Operator
Disk Librarian

Cassette Librarian

Editor — Newsletter
Assistant Editor

Chairman — Program
Information and Assistance
Chairman — Equipmant

201-386-1813
P01--795-3287
F01-794-9943
F01-345-14673
FOL-274-1692
F0I-743—-4781
F01-3463-36880

Dick Vandenberg
Al Doss
Mac Swope

Z29HR TI BULLETIN BOARD

TI-NET (Mid—South User &Group) 30071200 bd ¥01-384-174&0

BROUF MAILING ADDRESS

HMid-South 99 Users Group
P.0. Bax 38522
Germantown, Tn. 38183-0522

y LIBRARY ADDRESS

David Ferguson
3377 Creighton Ave.
Mesphis, TN 38118
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