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T I DBITS

PRESIDENTS BIT

Hello end thank you for your continued support. 1'd like to
axtend a hearty welcome to our new membars and also to those who
attended the mesting and Saturday workshop. At our most recent

" ofFicers meeting, tha Following was discussed concerning the MSUG
support and operation of the bullsten hoard system. As  officers,
wa still Feel that a club supported BBS can provide information
and enthusiasm for all the mambers of MSUS, regardless of whether
you have a modem or not. The BES provides a local information
1ink to those who can afford long distance. / network charges to
thosa willing to compile news, write articles, and provids
demonstrations. Such dialogue keeps us all abreast to the latast

. hardware and msoftusre as well as provide a sounding board to those
willing to experiment and improve our parsistent micro.

Recent problems have plagued the BBs ta the point that beoard
activity has Ffallen drastically. A commitss has been Formed to
analyze saftware and hardware incampatability and prasent
researched suggestions as to uwhat will be needed to rggain tha
lacal and natignal popularity of the board. Thay will alsao
racommend what should be done ta maintain the BBS with 100% MSUG
equipment. Recently, borrowad equipmant has failed, resulting in
some hard fselings within tha group. Tha officers Felt that tha

club is not responsibles for non MSUG squipment, aftecr all, this is .

a voluntesr affort. However, we also falt that some compansation
was also justified because of long-term weac -n- tear on tha
gquipment, and because the 100% ‘policy’ was not snforced. . UWe

are determinad to have only MSUG equipmant running the BBS, or tha

BBS will not run at all.

Dur librarian has decided to condense the Library disks by
archiving Four disks ontoc one da/cdd disk to be 'hrokan out'. whan
raquest are made. This focmat may seem cumbersoma, but he's the
kaeper of tha (copy) keys. He has also agreed to help wus Figure
it out in the esvent hs must give up the chair. Library catalogs
will also be available to club members at tha next meeting.

The most exciting news latsly is the arrival of Micheal Dorman’s
BBES (Nidnight ﬁuur) tog the area. He tells us that the board is
serving the Il 894/a , 9540 , and IBM compatables with a 20 meg
hard drival We realize that our BBS will not bs abls to compete
with that much D/L storage space, but we feel certain that cur BB8S
will compliment his board with a strong message base and plenty of
the hotest Fairware programs. C(After all, with that much storsage,

his board will be very busyl)

lCnntinua reading as there are plenty of great articles in this
1ssuel .

IN THE NEHNS
I would like to welcoms several mors new membars, Walker Morcis of

Hemphis and Liz Welker of Littla Rock, Arkansas. Thanks also for
all of the reneuwals. ’

Tha January mesting went Fairly well despite a vary low turnout of
only 25 members. Michael did a great job demonstrating tha
Genava. The graphics capabilities asre absolutely outstanding! The
Tesistor changa in the console worked also., 1Ilha impraovement was
not as dramatic as anticipated but it did give a noticable
improvemsnt in picture quality.

If you have received some disks from our library which will not
work it may because we have had a Few that ars missing tha "hub
ring® which is around the centar of the disk. IFf it i3 missing
this ring the disk may slip in the drive and thus will not work.
If you have received one of thess disks with the hub ring missing
Just return it Ffor another ons. We just now discoverad that scme
of the hubs wers miasing on our last shipmant.

Tha HMemphis Area Computer Council (MACC) of which our group ls &
mamber and of which I am secretary is now planming anothar
computer fair For Fall of thia ysar. Rscently MACC had a two page
write up in the Mamphis Aresa Business Journal and is bacoming more
recagnizad among the computer community. Ideas For this coming
fair are possibly renting a building and inviting vendors,
passibly including the HamFest with our fair or going with another
Ussr Group fair at State Tsch. Currently local membars of HACC
ara tha following groups: Comnodors, Memphis PC (IBM), Amiga,
Ataci, TI9S/4A, Mamphis Micro, Adam, Colaor Computer and Osborns.

Our BBS is now fairly well pperational, give it a call. Note that
you NUST arswer Y (yes) to the question of Do you nead linefeeds?
This goes For anyg BBS that gou call with your TI9S9/4A,

Michae: Jorman has installad a BBS of his aun in UWest HMemphis
using an IBM syatem and hard drive. The board is primarily Far
tha TI99/'%A, Geneve 9540 and IBM computers. Tha number For hi=s
BBS is (501) 735-9980. NOTE that from ths Memphis and surrounding
aresas West emphis, Arkansaa is NOT a long distance call. Jugt
dial 73S5-99€0_and tha call will go through.

NATIONRAL. NEHS

No more werd on TI gatting back ln to the home computer market ms
mentioned last month. The only word about it has come Fraom just
thes one source which I quoted last month. In fact, I should have
emphasized the point that it was a rumor more strongly. It is
Just a rumor which has NOT besn confirmed.

ACCus wa g to Jack Rilsy quozed in MICROpandium tha HMyacc
Floppy/hard disk controller will be available scmetime this (aar,.
For Gensva S640 ownars many new progeams are schedulad for ralsasa
such as GEME (Graphics Enhanced Multi-Tasking Environment) , a CAD
program, a flight simulator as wall as a MIDI interface and USCD
Pascal allowing access to Fortran 77 and LISP.




Accarding to a note in tha Long Island SS9%r Newsletter (Deer Perk,
NY} somecns will soon have & testar program Foc the MBX Expansion
System (voice recognition system) which will test out the
oparation af thae systam. Also coming, according ta tha
newsletter, drivers to allow softuare ta be writtsn For tha HNBX
systam. Currently there is no way For us to accass tha NXB system
except for tha fFew cartridges that were madae For it.

A national E-Mail registry, Tha White Pages, is available tc modem

usars. It lists thousands of subscribers, both individuals and
- companiaes. T[he directory operates through an automated search
system. WUhan the user makes g search For someons, ha receivas

information on which commercial or public tslacommunication system
he can be Found by E-Mail, Registration is fres. Each search is
the cost of the call to the servica and 20 cents per search  (no
charge if not Found). To register, sat yjour tarminal for 7 hits,
even parity, 1 stop bit, 300, 1200 or 2400bd and call
1-800-622-0505. You might want to register so that someone can
sg@e what service that you can ba located on.

William Chavanne has announced that ths 1988 wvacrsion of his
program TI-Tax Far the 1987 tax year should be availabls as of
last month. He says TI-Tax will be capable of doing "almost all,
if mot all, calculations Ffor many taxpayers and printing IRS
approved Forns. A nost significant addition is tha ability to
averprint the standard IRS pra-printed form 1040, freeing usacs
from having ta copy ta that form by hand in arder to comply with
the IRS rules that prohibit the computer generation of Forma that
require a signature. Chavanne says pricea will be tha same as
last year (from 3$9.95 to 5$19.95 per disk), with additional
distributers (such as Disk Only SoftwarE), and a new Fairwarae
rebata plan, He says TI-Tex ouwners may register thair
legitimately payed-for capy with him, Than, when thay glve away
copies containing their registration number, thay will be esligibls
to receive 30 percent of tha amount paid by parsans who, in  turn,
pay Chavanne and register their copies. Chavanne notes ha has
acquired a Genave 9640, so TI-Tax is availahbla for wsers wanting
ta take advantage aof that machine's sp2ed and B0-calumn
capability. For a flyser on TI-Tax, writa Chaveons at 4548 English
Ava., Forth NMeada, MD 2D0755.

John. H, Carver Jr. has announced his intention of acting as &
"clearing housa” for Farth progrummers. Ke asks that anygons "even
remotely interestad 1in Forth® write him at RR#1, Box 125-2,
Bringhurst [N 46813 or leave messages Ffor him on Genis,
Compuserve, Ths Source or Delphi. He also asks that readers post
this rassags an their local BBS. Carver said hs would like to
. point out the existance of the TI-Forth Internaticnal Information
Cantear, “t122 Glenway St. Uauwatoss, WI 53222, which has public
domain Forth applications and tutorials. The Farth Interest
Group, P.0. Box B23i, San Jase, CA 95155, offers membership Ffor

530 per year.

A system for Warldwide Echo Conferencing for the TI is now
aperational, according ta Rich Hill, sysop of Rich’'s Ocregon Opus,
located near Portlarnd, Oregan. The confereance was Foundsed by Hill
and Rory Binkard, sysap of Dakota [nfolNet Opus, locatad in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota., aAccording to Hill, both had besn oparating

%

independent TI bassd bulletin board systems and both switchad to
IBM based systems within weaks of each other, as thair user list
and File bases had outgroun the storage cepabilities of the Tl at
the time, both systems are almost identical, using Dpus 1.03a
Computer-Based Conversatiaon System softwers, they Fformed the
International Taxas Instrumants and 9540 Echa Conference using the
established Intarnational Fita Net Association’s parametars am a
guice. Systems in California and Narth Carclina have Jained the
netuork and Hill says the Baston Computer Socisty has indicated
that its system will be linked ta thms network and the ground work
is being laid to connect it to Australia anpd parts of Eucape.
There is no charge for the use of the service, but the sysops will
accept donations, Hill says. Boeards currently ln service are:;

Orsgan Opus (5033 BS2-720%, Rich Hill Sysop.

Dakata InFonst Opus (BOS) 336-3578, Rory Binkerd Sysop.

Narth Carolina Central Opus €919) BS2-8450. Amnon Nissan Sysop.
Compulink DGpus (BOS) 494-3350, Eric Dayma Sysop.

Each of these boards operstes 24 hours a day and is closed from 1
to 2 a.m. in is respective time zone for mail pracassing.

Romenber deadline for all newslatter articles are aluays ths naxt

to last day of the maonth tor the following manths nawslettaer...
Gary Cox

PROGRAM BIT

6:30pm - Doars Open

7:15pm - 7:30pm Mesting bagins, general discussion,

7:30pm - B:10pm Demonstration of Horizon Ram Disk with versian 7.3

Ef John Jahnson’s Horizon Operating Systam. Demonstration by Gary
ox

8:10pm - B:40 Demonstration of Legeands Adventures Gama. This is a
vary sophisticatsed and unusual adventure game. Demonstration by

James Bennington.

8:4%40pm - 9:15 To Ba Announced.

9:15pm - 9:45 Hain system Fram for anyone’s usa.

9:45pm - 10:00pm Clean up. '

10:15pm =~ 12:00am Sncial meeting at Shaneys located at 3046
Paplar. :




As you might notice above ws are now meeting after our nain
“meetlngs at Shoneys. Ws have bheen doing this now for about the
past 6 meetings and have dacided to try to do it now after each
meating. Everyone is invitad to come along with ua and ait arsund
and talk and sat...

Tha library and newsletter tabls will be apen at the meeting as
always.

LIBRARY BIT

HEY, UWHAT'S ON THOSE DISKS?? In this month's LIBRARY BIT I am
- guing to lat you know what programns ace on disk #°3 86 - 97 of the
current library catalog. This is not a descriptive list merely a
listing of the programs and you can declde Ffor yoursself 1F you
would 1like to have it or not. But, at least you will have some
information on which to basa your decision. 1 will alsp update
the library list to includs tha file names and that way all future
printings will hava them availsbla. So, without Ffurther adieu,
hers they aras.

B6 HILLIER (0S/S50) - AARDVARK, AMERICA, BEELINE, CIVILUAR,
COPTEREQ, CFM, DATATRANS, DEVASTATOR, DIR, DRGNMAZE, GOLF, HIVOLT,
LASTROBOT, LIFE-LINE, LOAD, HNAILWRTR, HAINLINE, MERGE/READ,
MERGEDITOR, PAYRULE, PINBALL, PCWRES, ROCKETDUEL, RUNWAY, TACONAN,
TEETH, TOWERARING, TYPEINVADE, YAHMTZFE.

87 BAMES (DS/SD) - BARGBRAPHER, BATTLESTAR, BOA_ALLEY, BOUNCE,
CACT1_KILL, CHECKERS-2, CHICKEN, CIRCUS, CLIMBER, DERBY, DIAMONDS,
ENTERPRIZ3, FORCE_1, FURNITURE, GIANTS, GOLD_RUSH, LOAD, mOsaicC,
N_VADER, ROBOTCHASE, SANFRATOUR, SIMULATOR, SPRITEAID, STARFIGHT,
TERMITE, UPSCOPE, X_FORCE.

88 GAHES (5S/5D) - ELI2A, GOLF, JUNJLEJIM, KRAZYKDALA, METEOR,
DTHELLO, QUEST, SPACEJUNK, SPCEPATROL, TREASURE, ZANGUEST.

B3 SYNCOM (DS/S0) - 3-D_NAZE, ADDFILE1, AODDFILE2, ADRINVINIT,
ADDR/INV, ARROWZAP, ATC, BATTLE, BINGO, BOXING, COSMICGUNS, CRABS,
DUCK, GOLDBAG, GRISLEY, GUNNER, HELP, LAUNMOWER, LOAD, MICRG_JAWS,
PHOENIX, PROG,GUIDE, SBAYTLE, SKEET, STAR-TREK, TUNNEL.

90 BGAMES1? (S5/5D0) - 1513, BIORHYTFKM, COLORBURST, DUNGEON,
DUNGEONINS, LOAO, MAKE_MARK, MELTDOWN, SPACEGUARD, SP_COMMAND,
STAR_FIGHT.

91 CAMES1B (S5S/50) - CANNIBALS, COPIEREQ, DECISION, GAZELLE,
GOLOMINER, LOAD, HMATCHES, PRC-EAT, PARACHUTEL, PARACHUTEZ,
SPRITES, SURBEON, TALBUT.

892 GAMES12 (S5/SD) - AIRDEFENSE, ALIEN-II1I, B1BOMER, CAMELOT, DIR,
DWORSHAK, LANDER, LOAD, SKIER, SKIER _SPCH, SKIER_ZAP, SPRITE_DEN,
SWORL .

93 UTILITY29 (5S/50) - B/P/HYFERS, CURVEFIT, FILTERS, GARBAGE,
GRAPHICSCG, HIGHMATH, LOaD, PHASELL, PLOTTING, RADIO/CODE,
‘ROOTLOCUS, SMITHCRI, XYZ2-PLOT.

(]

S4 UTILITYI7 (DS/SD) ~ ADDRESS, AMORTIZAT, AUTOLOGON, BARGRAPHER
BIORHYTHM, CALENDER, CASH, CAT, CHARAL, CHOROPLETH, DEPREASION.
FINOEX, FO-LETTER, GETSET, HEATLOSS, HSECETARY, JOYDRAW, LINKLIST
LOAD,  M/NOISASMB,  M/ARELOC,  MORTAGE, MSG/GRAPH,  MUNCHER.
PHONEBODK1,  PHONEBOOK2, SAVINGS, SKIRT, SLACKS, TEII-DATA
TKWRITER, TUTEST, WRITER:, ‘ '

?2EEE;LIT{?2H;SSIESJ ~ B/P/H, BARGRAPH, BOOLEAN, FOURIER, FUCTION,
AK, MARK, ODES, PICO, PICOPR
TAXDEDUCT, TUNEGTR, ' PR, RECORDS, Stnea,

96 UTILITY3S (DS/SD) - ADV>DSKLD, ADU>DSKOB, AUTOSPRITE, BANKING
BANNER, BARTENOER, CAT, CODEDATA, CPH, DBLLIST, FILES, HOUSECOST.
LABELMAKER, LOAD, LOANCALC, LOANCALL/B, MASTERCASS, PEET, PLANCAL .
PORT-ANLYS,  RECALLDATA,  SNAP-CALC,  SOURCETIME, = TAX1040.
TERMINALPG, TIMER/S, BFILER, XBCLOCK.

37 RISC (S2/SD) - ASTROSTAR, BANXROBER, BIRD, BLUEBUDG; CONY,

%bgﬁ:gNT, FROGGER, BOLF, HCOMET, HEXCONY, KLINGON, GUASI, SCHMOO,

I noticed that some of the programs ares duplicated, but not ao
many that it would make ths cast of the disk undasirabla. Tha
only Eaal disk that I fourd questicnable at all was the ona with
the LAWNMOWER* program on it. I can't imagine where that ona
cama From, but that program kaeps turning up where you laast
mxpect it. Guess that’'s all Ffor mow - Ses ya’'ll at the
mesting.....db (David Farguson)

P.S. Version 7.3 of Jahn Johnsons Horizon Dpecating Syst
in ths lihraqyf_ P @ System is nouw

GENEVE NOTES

By Beery HMiller

A nBw hardware item has just recantly been introduced that
provides compatibility with tha 4A and with the Geneva 9640 that
can savs many headaches. It is the Rave 93 Speech Adapter Board.
Thia littla device sbaut 7 inchas by 3 inches Fita inta the PEB
and has a part so that you can connact the bare speech synthesizer
card inta. I have my =peach card sitting in slat 8 as my disk
controller is sitting in slot 7. The spaech synthesizer card also
includes a LED so that you can sae when it is activated For all
thoss people that like pretty lights. The henefit of this device
over the CarComp Iriple Tech Card is that the triple tech card isa
not compatible with the Genave S640. The Tripls Tech Card lacked
all of the sddress linas that the Ganevs required to maintain
compatibility with the entire system. The card for the 4A user
has the benefit of no longar having any loose conhactions ta tha
speech synthesizar and Fire hoss cable that frequently caused nany
lockups. The Rave 93 Spaech Adaptar Card can ha purchased thru
Rave 939, 112 Rambling Road, Vernon, CT 06066 (203) B72-S272. The
prica is $49.55 plus %$2.50 s/h.

Having been an Genig quite Fraquantly lately, I have besn kasping
well inforned of the prograss of the Myarz Hard Oisk Orive
Controller Card. As | have lesarned, the softwacres has besn mostly
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written o far and is in the stages of heing debugged. As soma
‘may know, thers will be twa versions of the softwars. Ona For tha
YA and the opther For tha Gansave 896840 using all of it's
capabilities., Ths developar of the 4A version was having problems
at the last count of attempting to format his hard driva and when
he did, was still unable to read any data bhack fraom the drive.
The person uriting the 36840 version was having better success. He
had already Formatted tha drive and could read and write taxt
Files, but was 3still having problems transferring program image
files by any acceptabls means. Finally the person that was doing
the documentation had a bad hard drive that he had purchased from
someon= on CIS and was having it repaired. fMyarc says that the
Seagats ST506/5T412 type drives that are found on IBM PC/XT will
be compatible with their controller card. In addition, HMyarc
notes that the hard drive will NOT be sbla to run From tha power
supply of the PEB unless you modify it es it does not provide
anough amps teo start tha drive. They recommend a saparates power
supply for your hard drive along the lines of a 135 power supply
that can ba found in Computer Shoppar Far around $50.00.

It has alsao been rumored that 20 of the hard drive contraller
cards have already beasn shipped to softwere davalopers for bata
tasting however 1 have na confirmation. .

Ayarc is suppasedly closs in releasing the infarmation necessary
to modify your Myarc memary cards to bs compatibla with the Genave
9640, Fron tha infarmation I have learnad so far, Myarc is going
to be charging around %50.00 instead of the %15.00 they previously
statad to modify the card. This 1s due ta thae time For tha
technician to cut three traces from thres chips and some othser
small modifications. It seems that the 99395 chip requires thess
modifications whersas the 2300 wiring had to be different. Lou
Phillips seid that tha namory backup will not be avallable uith
tha card and that once the card is modified, it will no longer be
campatibla with tha 4A system. For some like me, that means once
1 make that modification, ! hang ny 4A system up for good as I do
not have memory expansion For it.

1 should uwhile I am at it, mention that a few mors programs have
hit the networks For tha 39640. Tha First and most important one
For me is NOT-MYTERM. In a matter of 24 hrs, it went from varsion
1.0 ta varsion 1.1. This progrem will definitely recaive my
freshare payment as the author notes that if you want to see
enhancements releassd, tha authar wants his compensatian For his
work. Presantly the program supportsa XMODEM, along with 40/80
column mode selection, full/half duplex, a time/day/datm keypress
selection, and a help menu built in. Thea program also accepts the
currant mode of RS232 output which means before entering the
tarminal emulator, you can sSpecify your modam port at command
prompt by typing MODE RS232/1.BA=1200 or whatever baud rate you
prefer.

Another program that has hit the networks is a catalog program
that now includaes the time and date stamping Features that can be
sggn as in HMY-Word. This is not a diak manager, just simply a
‘toal so that you can see when & fila was last modified, updated,
etc.

Probably the last program that I can think of is one For the New
Horlzon Ram disk cwners. Thas Horizon ram disk tast program has
now besn converted to run under NDOS For the Geevs.

At last report, Advanced Basic was nsaring completion and was ir
the beta testing stage. I wish this program would hurry op and
get out. Even if not all the Featurss ware included yet, I uoul:d
like to have soma typa of advanced basic that has .Fewsr problem:
than their other basic(2.11} possesses. As Far as the Pascal
system, it is ‘coming along’ and might ke expected by the end of
the Ffirst quarter. 1 can't wait For that prog-am as once it does

hit the market, programs available for tha Genave will suddenly
Flourish,

The last thing I would like to mention is somsthing I Just got in
the mail today that made me very happy. About a week aga, [ urote
Lou Phillips . and told him of my problema I was experiencing with
the Ganave 95640 as I could not have any luck in runmning Hyarc
Basic 2.11. Well, the problem appeared to be that it was with my
keyboard not recognizing soms of the GPL commands. To maka a long
story short, Lou ssnt me a new version of the GPL interpretar V.99
that corrected the prohlen. By fixing that prablem, I beliava
evary other problem that I have had has now been correscted. [ am
vary pleased.

I would alsa lika to mention some details that | learnad From my
latter &3 I had soma other questions that I thought ! would toss
at Lou. I have found out the prices that Myarc is selling soma
hacdware manuals For such as tha 8538 (820>, 9935(810), 9S501(%10),
MMSE274(%10, clock chip) plus $5.00 for shipping and haendling Ffor
a total of 355.00. Lou also goes on to mention that a pregram
daveloper's package which will be availabls 300N in the
neighborhool of $100 that will 1include ths manuals I Just
mentioned. At least Myarc is going to support the third party
software davalopar mare than what TI didii)|{)]

I had plannad to include one mora article in this month's

newsletter on programming in assembiy on the Ganaves, but as the

newslettor deadline approaches (tomorrow), I have run out of time

to really put it together like I wish. Hopefully by the next

newsletter, I will have the article written glong with my first

s:iimara program for the Genave if all turns out a.k... Basry
ar

HORIZON REVIEHW

Revisw by Bary Cox

A Ram Disk is just what tha nama implims, It ig like a disk dcive
but instead of uasing Floppy disks it uses RAM chips. A Ram Disk
far tha TIS9/4A goes into the PEB. 0One of ths most popular, and
my Favorite RAM disk, is the Harizon Ram Disk.

Using the John Jonnson menu ovperating system Cavailahle on disk

From our library) many more features and ashilities ara availasbla
than with the operating system that comes with tha Ram Disk. This
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ability to changa the operating aystem and update it with new

‘versians has givean the Horizon Ram Disk a great bhocst in a
cantinously updated operating systems. The operating system is
what tha Ran Disk must use Ffor jit's instructions on how to
oparata. The TI99/4A console uses a operating system just as the
Horizon Ram Disk does. However, with ths TIS9/YA conscle you are
unable to change or reload a new operating system into 1t unless
you have a Gram Kracker. Since the Horizon PRam Disk contains
battery backed RAM chips ths operating systam can be changed.
Another example of an operating system is MS-D0OS on IBn
compatibles. To put it simply an operating system is what tells
the computs: how to do what it doms,

with John Johnson's 7.3 menu syatem, as soon as tha system is
powersd wp a menu is immediately-pleced on the screen displayging
tha contents of programs that you placed onto the Ram Disk. The
meny display is in a manner you design. IF you wish selection #4
toc bas DM 1000 you edit tha menu by pressing FCIN 5 and you typa in
as selsction #4 OM 1000 end teil the conputer to load NGR1 (First
File of OM 10003 from tha Ram Disk., So now when salection Wi is
pressed MGR1 is loaded which loads MGR2 and DM 1000 is ready and
running in a matter of less than 2 seconds, Note it is not
necessary though for the menu to coma up on powsar up. The auto
menu can ba turnad off so that you get tha TI color bar scrasn
instead. Then to access the menu you type CALL MENLU, -

To get back to your manu after running a program you simply press
FCTIN QUIT and the meru i=s back up. ] can tharn select Extended
BASIC (ifF [ have it in the moduls port) and it goes into Extandad
BASIC like normal. I can then do whataver I wish to do in XB.
What is really handy is that I can Just save & program that [ am
working on easily to my Ram Disk by simply typing SAVE
OSKS.PROGRAN. I can mave it to a Fflopple disk later.
Incidentially my Ram Disk can ba setup as any driva number I uwish
no mattar what controlier card I have. In fact, if [ set ths Ram
Disk to an existing drive number such as 1 the Ram Disk uill
ovarcide drive 1.

Now if I am wocking on a program in XB and need to catalog a disk

I need not save my program and load a disk managar. I can type
CALL MENU and the Horizon Ram Disk manu pops up instantly. On the
manu 13 a built in cataloger and file display salection. I can

catalog a disk and display a DIS/UVAR B0 fFile using tha selection
on the menu and when finishad I can type FCIN 9 (hack) and it will
carry me bhack into XB where I was at at the time I left with my XB
program still in memory! However, if I load 0ON 1000 or anothar
program From the menu my XB prograsm will probably be erased
becausa the space my XB program was in will probably be usaed by
tha naw program. However, 1 could save tha program that [ was
working on ta thea Ram Nisk and it will be safe,

IF you miss your T] color bar screan you can still obtain it
without turning ofFf the auto menu by pressing FLTN 3 (hack) at tha
Horizon meanu. The colar bars then pop up and you can proceed to
go into whatever cartridge you hava in the maduls port. Note, you
can accesa any cartrcidge in the module port from the Horizon Menu
as the cartridge appears as selection C at the battom of your
manu,
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The menu can hold 20 items. All 20 items cannot bs displaged on
the screan at anca so by prassing the SPACE bar I can paga through
3 sets of manus displaying the programs availabla. Hauaver, tha
menu is naot limited to just programs an the Ram Disk. 1 can tell
the nmnenu instead of looking en tha Ram Disk For a particular
program look to drive 1 or 2 or any valid device nama. [ could
aven hava it look to another Ram Disk as you can hava mara than
ona Horizon Ram Disk in your system by satting their addrassas
giffsrant... .

If all that is not snough featuras, from XB I can call up many of
tha items on the menu by doing a CALL and thes function. Lika iF I
want OA 1000 and I am in XB instsad of going back to tha menu and
salection DM 1000 I can typa CALL HGR and it loads in ln less than
2 seconds just like Fram tha manu.

The speed at which tha Ram Disk operatss is astounding! Depanding
on the type and size of a program will detsrming how much time it
takes to load. XB programs taks longsr than assembly language
programs., For exampla, Archiver loads in in lasss than 1 secondl
An XB program may take a liLttle longer depending on it's aiza and
of course tha pre-scan that XB must go through slows it down soma
but still it is much Fastar than a disk drivel

With the Ran'nisk 1 can Junmp in and out of pragrams very quickly.
For example, I can ga from DM 1000 to MASS-TRANSFER in a mattaer aof
seconds and without having tao Fumble through disks to find theal

The Horizon Ram Disk can also be satup as multiple Ram Disks. I
can setup the Rem 0Disk to respond as drive 3 and 4 giving any
amount 1 want to eithec drive number as long as I havs that nuch
mamory availabla an the Ram Disk, A CONFIG program comes with the
Ram Oisk which is used to setup the Ram Disk the way you wish. 1t
to be. Furthermor=, on ths Ram Disk menu is a built in selection
to run any FROGRAM image fila. So I can use tha built in
cataloging feature and with the arrow keys mark a File, go back to
the manu and salect Run Program and it will run tha program 1 Jjust
marked with tha arrow keys. PROGRAM image files include XB and
E/A option #S Files such as Archiver. Furthermore, not only will
the display files option display a O/V BO Film (TI-Uriter) but
sevaral ather file types including archived Files. Howsver, nany
times whan ynu try to display & non D/V BO fila you see gacbage
bacausa the charactars are nan displayahle but sometimas ygou can
sas anough to tell what you have in the fila...

The Horizon Ram Disk’s memory is backed by 3 rachargable battaries
an the card itself which racharge when your system is operating.

_However, I know of no ona who has lost any data because of cead

batterias. The powsr drain is soc small they could probably last
saveral months ar laonger with out a recharge. Also what is nice
is if I am on & BBS and need a place to dump text gquickly, tha Ram
Digk ia ideal with it’s high access spaed.
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As for any prohlams with the Ram Disk I have not really fFound any.
Mac Swope did hava some troubla with his 0S/00 Ram Disk as
Funnelweb would wipe ocut the operating system but now with vearsicon
7.3 of the oparating systam that error has been corrected. The
only problem I hava had is saveral timeas my Operating System has
bean scrambled by what I call a "Freak Out” by the computer. A
"Freak Out” as I call it is whan the computer screen will Flash on
and aff with diffarant eolors and garbage while making noises
ete. This might bhappen if you <o naot have the flax cable
pluugad in good and this might scrambla the Ram QOisk in which rase
you will have to reload the contents. The only time I have ever
lost data on tha Ram Disk is during a “Freak Out®.

Several othar Ram Disks arm out on the markst. Many are not
battery backed thus when your turn off your system you looss the
data. Tha Horizon is the only one I have ever used or seen. [ am
complately happy with it and [ think it is one of the most
revolutionary devices since the Gram Kracker! The Horizon Ram Disk
combined with the John Johnsan Menu system receives a grade of an
A+ | A constructed card DS/SD 192K with warranty, manual end
software f(original op system ba sure to get a copy of 7.3 in our
library'!) sells for %195 including shipping from Horizon Computer
LTOD, P.0. Box S54%, Walbridga, OH 43465. Llargar size Horizon Ram
Disks are available from Bud HMills Services of 166 Dartmouth
Drive, Toleda, 0Ohio 4361%. Tha Horizon Ram Disk will ba
demonstrated at this months mesting... Bary Cox

XBUSINESS GRAPHS

Review by Gary Cox

Extended Business Graphs is a program scld by Great Lakes Software
of B804 E. Grand River Ave, Howsll, HMI 4E6843. Although this
program has been around For a while this 15 my Firast exposura ta
the progranm.

Extendad Business Braphs (EBG) does what the name implies, it
produces graphs and charts. In particular it products & “bar
graph”, "Pis Chart” and an "X/Y Graph” of data enterad into tha
computer. EBG is useful in applying graphical representation to
statistics or wvalues, Inatead of looking Just at data and
determining a trend you can loak at a graphical representation tu
better understand the trend of the data.

Aftar the nrogram loads up the Following menu is displayed:

1) TO ENTER GRAPH DATA
2) TO READ GRAPH DATA
3) FOR BAR GRAPHS

4> FOR PIE GRAPHS

5) FOR X/Y GRAPHS

6 TO PRINT GRAPHS

7) TD DELETE FILES

8) 10 SAVE/LOAD SCREENS
9) TO END
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I am returned to the meanu .
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Salecting option 1 obviously allows you to enter data into the
computar regerding the graph you want it to create from your data.
At this point a title is eantersd to nama your graph such as
"Heating/Cooling costs”., Naxt ITEMS are antered. ITEMS can he
any description up to 10 characters describing each piece of data.
Up to 12 ITEHS can bm antersd. AFter entering tha ITENS, VALUES

must bes entared coorrespanding directly to tha ITEM descriptions
entered. Far instance, in my axample hars tha 1TEM descriptions 1
want is months of tha year, stacting with January. Tha VALUE

corresponding ta Januacy is the utility biil for that month whlich
lats =say is S203.78. After entaring data for tha next 11 ITEMS
(months) the data (s than saved to disk (I pick the Flle namal and

At this point I can select to print or displau on the scresen a BAR
GRAPH, PIE GRAPH ar X/Y GRAPH. Tha program 1s wvery gquick in
calculating the graphs as it usually takes less than thirty
saconds ta calculate it. By salacting a BAR CGRAPH [ gat tha
Follouing result:

Heatind~-Coolins costls
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The next graph is a Pim ;hatt;
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Then Finally is a X/Y Granph:

Haatins-/Coolins ocostls
. —
203.739 N
163.02 AN v
122.27
81.51 [ ]
40.76
0.00 H [+ 1] G HI J K L
. « Fabruar»
R B:fepit
.May .
iy .. BiREHERL
K.Novan L. Dacambar

The graphs oan bs printed in two difFfarant sizea. Small and
Large. Small is about tha size of two drivers licenaas side by
sids. Large print is about doubles that size and is printed
sideways on tha paper taking up 70 percent of tha pagsa. Print
deansity can alsa bs sslected from normal to doublae. Print density
refers to how dark tha printout looks., IFf your ribbon is light
you would probably salect double denaity print to make the
printout darker. Note than an Epsan conpatible peinter (Such as
Gemini 10x, SG-10, NX-10, NX-1000...) is requirad to print out the
picturas.

Finally SAVE/LOAD screens allows the user to sava a graph picturs

to disk, AfFter saving the pictura it may either be callad up
using this program or anothar graphics progran such as GRAPHX,
TI-Artist <(use Oraw N Plot format), Oraw N Plot or JoyPaint Pal.
The ability to call up a saved graph using another graphics
praogram is a very handy featura in that anathaer graphics program
can be used to modify the graph or even snlarge it.

EBG I Found to do a Fairly good job of graphically rapressnting
data. To ba picky I did find a Few itams I did not like but they
are minor. The First is while entering data if I enter a wrong
piece of data and hit ENTER I can not return to change it I must
re-antar all of the data. Alsoc once tha data i{s entered I can not
look at it again or modify it. 1t would he nice to be abls to go
back and modify data entered or jJust print out all the raw data as
the printouts above dao not contain the exact figures entered.
However, thas reason I would bm using the program is to get a
graphic represantation of the data entared so I wouwld really nat
nead to printout the raw data which I entered. In grading this
program [ really do not have anything to compair it too so0 ic is
hard to give it a compairitive grade. However, I think I can give
EBG an grade on an A-, The program regquires a Extended BASIC, 32K
. and a disk drive... Gary Cox
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PROGEAMMERS NEEDED

ASGARD SOFTWARE
HAS A COMMITHMENT IO PRODUCING
QUALITY SOFIWARE FOR THE 99/4A INIO
THE 1990's

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP....

Asgard Softwara is one of tha Fastest growing, dynamic softuare
companies in tha 89/4A community. Our record speaks for itself.
Foundad in 1984 with 2 products, dAsgard Softwace now f£imlds ovar
30 items for the 99/4A in Four diverse areas. Wse sell literally
thousands of pieces of software a year, and advertise nationally.
Dur products ars handied by numerous distributers and dozens of
dealers. We have maintained a lavel of professicnalism- that has
only increasad. Our softwarae regularly rsceives rave revisws fram
dozens of periodicals serving the 93/4A community.

Howavar, wa gouldn’t have done it without our authors. Asgard
Softwars dsvelops only a Fraction of our softwara in-housa. Most
of our products are created by tslented peopls throughout Lhe
United Statms, Canada and Australia. Thasse items are submitted to
us, and manufactured and scld on a contractual basis. We couldn't
have attracted sao many avthors over tha years without ATTRACTIVE
ROYALTIES, some of the best in the industry, and a staff
commitment ta producing a quality product from atart tao £inish.
We test our softwars axtansively, providing valusble feadback to
tha author(s) to produce the bhest program possiblea BEFORE 1T IS
RELEASED.

Alsa, we aren’'t afraid to give credit whers credit is dus, in our
ads, aur Flyars, at convartions, and in the manuala. Some of our
authors Mave become well-known Tl personalities - Peter Hoddise,
John Behnke, Warren Agea, Donn Granros, and the list goses on,

Finally, we aren’'t efraid cf something a little different, or even
a lot. We got where we are by exploring new areas in softwaras -
producing products with no analog elsswhere in the TI world or
aven the rest of the computer industry.
To maintain our commitment ta tha 59/4A mdrld. we ara actively
soliciting authora, Wa ars looking particularly fFor those who
hava written or ars interested in writing programs in the
following areas:

o Strategy gama=a

o Specialized and genaral databases

o Business and home productivity
saftwara

o Utilities - particularly thoss aof
genaral interest

o Graphics programs
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o Computer artwork.

A Finished product isn't necessary, or even tha idea for ons. UWe
have hundreds of ideas For programs availabls for the ceutious to

the ambitinus,

If you are sariously intersstsad, contact:

Aagard Softwara

Attn: Chris Bobbitt

P.0. Bax 10306

Rockvills, M 20350

SUPPLIERS
Listed below is a list
compatible hardware and softwara.

list.

TENEX

P.0. BOX 5578

South Bend, IN 4E6ESE6Q
800-348-2778

(2181 253-7051

TEXCOMP

P.0. BOX 33084
Granada Hills, CA 91344
(a18) 3B6-5631

Taexamants

53 Canter St.
Patchogue, NY 11772
(S16) 475-3480 (voice)
(516) 475-6463 (datal

Quality 99 Software
1884 Columbia RD #1021
Washingtan, OC 20009

Disk Only Softwars
P.0. Box 244

Lorton, Virginia 22079
(3017 3689-1333

Millars Graphics (MG)
1475 W. Cyprass Avas,
San Dimas, CA 91773
(714) 589-1431

(3011555924293

of the major suppliers of TISS/4A

TRITON

P.O0. BOX B123
San Francisca, €A 94128
800-227-6900

Horizon Computar LID
P.0. Box 55%
Walbridge, Ohioc %3465

Great Lakes Softwars
BO% E. Grand River Ava.
Howell, NI 48843

(517) S546-0566

Nat-Folyoptics
P.0. Box 4443
Woodbridge, VA 22181
(703> 191-5543

Asgard Software
P.Q., Box 10306
Rackville, MO 20850
(301> 345-2432 .

Rava 899 Ca.

112 Rambling Road
Vernon, LY OG066
(203> B72-9z272
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This is by no means a complata

Ryte Data Millennium Cnmputafs

210 Mountain Street

Haliburton, Ontaric, KoMt 150

Canada
(7051 4Y57-2774-

ODIJIT Systems

4345 Hortensia ST.
San Oiego, CA 32103
(619> 295-3301

Ordar 99
3512 Sun Lake Dr.
St. Charlass, MO 63301

Trinity Systoms
1022 Grandviasw
Pittshurgh, PA 15237

Pilgrims Pride

5 Williams La
Hatboro, PA 13040
(215) 441-4262

Joy Electronics Inc
P.0. Bax 202526
Dallas, Texas 75220
800-527-7438
B800-442-3832 (IN TX]

Genial Caomputerwarsa
P.0. Box 183
GraFton, MA 01518
(215) 483-1379

DataBioTics !nc,
P.0. Box 1194

Youngtree
P.0. Box 197
Lleavittsburgh, OH 44430

Tigercub Software.
56 Collingswaood Ava.
Columbus, Ohio %3213

L.L. Connar Entacpriss
1521 Ferry Strest
Lafagyette, IN 47904
(317) 742-8145

C.J.’'s Wholesala
14200 Fast Colaonial Or,
Crlando, FL 32B26

Corcomp Inc.
2211~6 Winston Road
fAnahaim, CA 92806

Mgare Inc,

P.0O. Bax 140

Basking Ridge, NJ 07320
(201) 7E5-170C0

Palos Uardas Estate=, CA 90274

Micropendium
P.0. Box 1343
Round Rock, TX 78680

“5ia) 255-1512

$20.00 (year’

" MAJOR MAGAZINES that support the TI:

The Computer Shapper

P.0. Box 1419
Titusville, FL 32781-9588
B00-327-9962
%18 C(year)

Genial Computerware Diskazine Chicago T1 User's Group

B83S Gresnvalley Or.
Pniladelphia, PA 19128
(815 483-1379

P.0, Box 578341
Chicago, IL B0B57
521 year
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TIPS

What will a 512X card do? Nat what most peopla think as it will
not allow additional program space. About it's only use i3 to
replace your 328K card (still giving you only 48K of addrassabla
merory like hafore) and it can be used as a print sponler and Ram
Disk. A print spooler is like a printer buffer, it holds the data
freeing up the computear while the printer prints the data.
Houever, the Ram Disk on a 512K (or simular card) is Jjust basic.
it doas not provida any of tha fancy features Lika Found in the
Horizon Rem Disk with John Johrson’s cperating system. It simply
acts like a disk drive. Also most of those type ram disks are not

powsr. Thus batteries can not support that large of a power draw.
An AC plug in can be obtainad For thoss Ram Disks but many people
have repocted occasional data loss with power glitches in the AC
lire. Then of course without the AC power you loose all the data
when you turn off your system, The 512K card doms provide more
space than than the Horizon Ram Disk but tha Horizon Ran Disk
provides many more Features such as the autosatic mnenu and XB
calls,.. Also now you can even get a Horizon Ram Disk with nemory
capahility up to 1 Meg.... Note though that with a Myarc 512K
card and Myarc XB you do gain some additional features as .ell as
morm program space becausas of the Myarc XB. Incidentially you can
use @ 512 card and a Horizon Ram Disk in tha same system. If

1 512K though unless you have the new Rave 83 card...)...

disks over to the TIS99/4A Formatted disks do? It does not provida
any program campatability betueen the TI99/4A and IBM PC’s, Tha
converter program simply transfecs the data from the BN to the TI
sa it can be read by your TIS9/4A. UWhat you do with that data is
dependant upan what program you have to access it. For exampla,

a TI89/4A disk so you can use Tl-Writer ta read it. On the othar
hand, you can convert a progean an an IBM disk ovar to an T[93/4A
disk but you can NOT run it. You can look at the program code but
it is useless as far as running it is concarned. It is impassibla
to maks tha T1399/4Aa IBH compatible without a 8088 microprocessor
and supporting circuttry in which case you would have an IBH

can maka the TI93/-+% read 1BM Formatted disks and programs can ba
written on the TI99/4A which look simular and act 1like HS-DOZ
(example H-00S on the Ganaeve 9640 but as farc as running 18
conpatible softwars you nust have a IBM compatibla computer (8088
microprocessorl. ODn the othar hand, it might be possible for

manipulating data converted over to a 1I disk from an IBN disk but
1 know of no such program currsntly available.

Alsg remember Texas Inatruments =till repairs all TI brand

equipment. For details on repairs call T1 at 1-B00-TI-CARRES...
Gary Cox
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bettery backed because they wuse DRAM chips which uss a lot of

fact, you can havs sevaral Horizaon Ram Disks in your system Cjust

What does thesa programs which convert files on [BM Formatted .

you may wish to convert some text you wrots with WardStac over to

conpatiblae by the time you got thraugh adding all of that. You

soneone tc write a program on the TIS9/4A which can be capable of .

e ) - .
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DISCLAIMER

The H%d—south 99 User Group is not sponsored by nor has any
relationship with any caspany isplied or aotherwise. aAny aention
of a company or product is nat an endorsament of the company or
the product. The MS5UB is a non-profit organization.

GROUF INFO

Visitors and Pntﬁntial fmenbers may recelve I free issuss of
TiDbits while they decide i¥ thay wish ta join (no obligation).

A Dallar sign ($) indicate that your dues are dua. On the top of

your lahel is a code.. An Y means you are a aember, N seans 3 free
list, UG means user group and S _means a business. HBeside the Y is
a date, one year fraom that date your dues are dus. The library is
epen only to FULL ($15) smembers. Library list im $1. Mail order
disk library access is $2 per disk max of 5 disks per month ordar
by disk nusher only. At seetings library access is FREE if you
exchange your disk for ours or $1 per disk for our disks. Send
all mail arder library requests to librarian’s address! Send dues
and correspondance to group address.

CAL ENDAR

MEETINGS:1 February 18, March {7, April 15 (3rd Thursday!)

. WORKSHOPS: February 27, March 26, April 23 (4th Saturday')

.

€77 CLASS: Every Thursday except sseting night, lacation TBA.

OFF ICERS
Mac Swope PRESIDENT 201-353-3880
Richard Hiller VICE-PRESIDENT 901-794—-5945
BGary Cox SECRETARY F01-358-0&647
Bob Jones TREASURER 01-363-9213
Pierve LaMontagne TI-NET Systea Operator 201-3846-1513
David Ferguson Disk Librarian 901-795-3287
Richard Hiller CO-Lihrarian 901-794-9945
Henry Badon Editor — Newsletter ! F01=-345-1673
Al Dass Information and Assistance 01-743-6781
Mac Swope Chairman — Equipment 201~363-3880

Z24HKR TI BULLETIN BOARD

TI-NET (Mid-South User &roup} 30071200 bd 901-384—-1760
MIDNIGHT BBS (Michael Dorman) 30071200 bd 501-735-9940

GROUF MAILING ADDRESS
Mid-South 99 Users Group '
P.D. Box 38522 )
Germantown, Tn. 38183-0322
LIBRARY ADDRESS
David Ferguson

3377 Creightan Ave.
Memphis, TN 38118
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