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ORKSHOP
Fam till Moon. .
Saturday June Ath

IMEETINIS
7100 P.M.
Thursday, May 19th
jRed Cross Building

1400 Cantral Av. S983 Macon Road
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State Tech. Canput-r Fair

MEMBERSHIF APPL.ICATION

NAME 171 $1%.00 FAMILY

ADDRESS ! | $10.00 JUNIOR {under 135)-
CITY, 5T__ZIF i i $10.00 ASSOCIATE (N/L only)
PHONES __ ) = : INTERESTS

EQUIFMENT,EIC.

! 4
Detach and mail with check payable to: Mid-South 99 Users Group,
P.0. Box 38522, Germantown, Tn, 38183-0522.
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The BIGGEST naws of tha month is tha fMemphis HAEC B%gggg;; putar
Fair to be held Saturday Jure ‘“th Ffram 1D0am oot Exit 13
Technical Institute located at SS83 Macon Cove ofq .
Special guest spaakers will- pnld ptasantat;qnsd P vesting
Publishing, Computsers in Small Businass, Computerize n. uili
word Processing and more.,. The Memphis area compg};ﬁ,c?:air
be demonstrating various equipment and saftwara.’%t t: &a
being held in conjunction with State ngh and thus'Stat o
be demonsatrating their equipment including their Qﬁg ma ;
CAD/CAM  computer drafting systems, packet radio a mare. ..
prizes will be given away including
modems, computer systems and generic computer
A Few prizes for TI ouwners will be givan away
have any price that you can donate for the I e
program thet you are no longer using...J) please contac
the last newslatter
the Fair which ace the Apples Core of
Opus BBS Sgsopsé r
his PC Users bBroup .
Eﬁﬂ?s Group, Mid-South TI99/44 Users Group,

rams,

items. andigoftuars.
as weall™ If

= Group, Adam Computer Users Group,
g::r: Grcup? Apple Core of Memphis and the Region
Sysops! Admission is FREE plus FREE popcurnh
everyone... This fFair will be no doubt ona of the
For the Memphis area.
will be sold much will be demonstrated.

Our group will probably have

system.
aryone wanting library programs. .
any TI vendors will be attending (Myarc?®)
quitsa
Plus hopfully some TI users From
will show wup. I
attend.

but wae have

Tl clubs

As noted last month massiva amount of volunteers arcs

and 3000 peopls if not more! 1Ff you can help for a coupls hours
an hour or even S minutes please contact ma!

lesst please coma to the Fair. It is sure to ne fun for all!

i i been printed U
Sonme excellent leoking advertisement Flyecrs have
to distribute around the area. IF anyons can pess any put pleas
let me know and I will gst some Flyecrs ta you.

[

pm at State

on Desktop

is
will

Daor
items such: as 30041200bd

you
fair (cactrifje or
Sinca |
roupa have been added to NACC and

e Care pnamphis ard the Regin: 2ﬁ0
g luda the

The groups who will be at the failr inc

a p(IBn compatables), Memphis Commodore
Memphis Hicros,
i UUsers Group, Memphis Amiga
Memphis Atari System Hobbyists, Osborne nsnphxg o ampLtat
Q50 Opus BBS
and Cockes for
largest ever
Althaugh no computer software ar eguipment

S or more systems setup (dapandingsgg
i i | 's Genave :

that we can get) incloding Michael Dorman’s 8
e mangrhe club Library will alsoc bes setup .and operating Egr
;. At this time it is unknown if
received

i 1199/4A suppliers to give out.
a few catalogs from wvarious > pghis ooneual ares

know a Few of our out of town membars g}an to

neaded tDA
help in the oparaticon of the Fair as we are expecting batwsen 2000

We need your help! AL

I

As For ather advartising the Fair flyers are being distributed to
all HMemphis City and Shelby Ccunty Schools and Memphis Public
Libraries. Ue are working on Public Sefvice announcementa on
Radio and possibly a TV interview on TV S plus announcemants on
saveral cable channels. State Tech is mailing out about 6,000
flyers ta thase on their mailing list, thera will bhg
advertisements in the the local paper in nMamphis and Millington
and tha Flysrs will be distributed to businesses in tha Memphis
area.., Plus with mantions in our neuwslstter the past couppla oF
months and in HNicroperdium 1 think wa ace going to have more
psople at the fair than wa will know what to do with! :

This month marks the and of the operation of our club BBS system,
Pany months of discussion about the fate of our club BBS following
recent problems and reduced ussags have prompted us to at lsast

temporarily shut down the system. Reasons for the shut down is
reduced useage and time limitations of Pierre (System Cperatar).
In fact, mare non-TI'ers have been using it than TI ocurers! The

system can better be used at meetings and computer fairs to
relieve us officers from the wear and tear on our aequipmant| Our
club systam has been in operation 24 hours a day row For more than
four years! 1 would 1like to give Pierre a BIG thanks for the
tramendously long hours that he has put into the system oaver thae
wears! Without Pierre we would have nevar had such a great system.
Pierre's work on the systsm far exceeds any donation of time and
af fort than nearly anyone =lss in the club! Again thanks Pierrs.
Meanuhile Michael Dorman’s Migdnight BBS can provide a means of
communications since it primarily supports TI99/4A and Gensve
3540... Please keep in contact through his BBS at (5013 735-8380,
Dial 735-9380 from Memphis ares Far toll Frae call.

Want to

contact othar

modem usars in Tenessae withaut long
distance charges? A BOO BBS is being operated in Tensssea at
1-800-843-5779 (valid For IN ‘only!). The system is Frea and

operatss 24hrs a day at 300/1200bd. I would suggest using Tmlco’'s
BO column simulation as the BBS is designed For BO columns.

I would like to welcome ys2t a new member, Martin Z2eddisa af the
Faderal Republic of Germany! I think he can definately be
classified as an out of town member! Plus thanks to avaryona for

the continued renawals!

Another note of thanks to the contributars 4in  this months
newsletter notabily Bill Gaskill, Beary Hiller and Marshal Ellis
who typed in some articles which appear in this issue... Gary Cox

NATIONAL NEHS

Some of the following edited From MICROpendium HMagazine.

A guide to TI-Writer and it’'s clones has beean
Western NY 98ers users group. The
information to help wusers wnderstand and usa Tl-writar and
Funneluweh. The guide costs $3 including shipping. Urite to
Western NY 99ers, 2753 Main 5t., Neufane, NY 14104.

produced by the
2% page manual contains

The Southwest Ninmety-Ninars of P.0. Box 17831, Tuscon, AZ BS730
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ara distributing vinygl keyhoard strips for the TIS?;S; r:ich
describe tha Function and contrpl keys in BASIC, b rcher,
Multiplan, Editor/Assembler and TE-1I., Ths atrips are aa ar
five For $10.

d For
tBase, devalopsd by Clympys Technologies, is scheduls
?:E:ase in thapasacund quarter of 1968. Accarding ::an;:e
manuFacturer, tha program will feature [BM style quatgh cnulti 1;
batzh processing with Enur-ffnctign Elua:é:gagginsh::du. :acru:“.
keywcrd searches, "extrensely large” capac Y T leca
rocessing allows the user to perform sear

gﬂﬁcgfgﬁ: gr ta dulgts a group of records at nnca.o ;ciureézgldgn
the manufacturer. The specifications include 72 W ast slfilé
32,767 records/databases, 3,000 byte/records, 100 megaby alti o
and 75 fislds/records. Ths program allows Far ssarch fnlmu ksps-
Fimlds using AND and OR, ar on keywords; sort on multip :xiatin&
queries sant to screen, printec, now datahas? o:eaturas g
database; and records on saveral scresn diaplays. t P ocurer
flexabls raport genarator, according to the ;;nu oo oé
FicrstBase requires 32K, disk system and elther 4 . atibla
Ti-writer cartrcidgs. 1t is also Myarc Geneva 9E6%0 comp Eanini
Suggestsd retail price is %49.95, Exclusive distributor is
Computerwara, P.0. Box 1B3, Grafton, fA 01519,

830 (6172
a Elsctronics of S2 Audobon Road, Haverhill, FA. 01 7

g7gEOSSE has introduced the GRAMULATOR. It is daaer:::grdiz t:
simulating device that svery II owner should havsi coo desica
the manufacturer the GRANULATOR is like the Gram xarac :rid evice
Fram MG except the Gramulator can sava and load R car gducas
wall. The GRAMULATOR, according to the manufacturer, prth g
Files rompatible with the Geneve 5640 and Gram Krackartﬁi Gone
exception aof tha MBX cartridges which can’t be loaded hu't ] o
Krackar. For those who wanted & Gram Kracker and couldn £ 905180

this looks like a good alternative. Projected price s .
Call or writa for more informatiom...

From the Dsiswara Ualley User's Group

jicls on 3.5-INC DISKETTES For the TI-S3/4A | cBurEamed From
E:stB;:;n. 89'ers Club, Oct. 'B7). Use of the 3.5 htTus?i::
floppy drivas on tha TI systam: The driva is i/2 hnlusd-.ls >
right intc the PEB, comes in tuwo packages, and all you Eeh s
screwdriver. It is QDouble Sided and.can be farmattsc u e e
Disk Controller as a Single ar Double sided unit. Thae nrgnnphaut
Myarc Corntrollec will Format to pSDN. The user who ugg : a oS
the 3.5" drives ¢ Ralph Jones ) advises he is v?ru satis E ull
their wuse and Finds two major advantages: It's a macgﬂﬂs,ic:d5!
suparior -drive and has much greater storage cepacity. tha th;L
the 3.5 wunit spoken of here is PLUG CDHPHT!BLE 1w% ALonA
controllers mentioned ard the name of the suppl;e;la)sé7a_7117
SCIENTIFIC P.O. BOX 6P CHESTERFIELD, MO. 63006 ¢
(gentral time) Saturdays: 10 AR — 2PM... Gary Cox R

GENEVE NOTES

BY Beery W. Hiller . -

Well, 'T would like to begin this articla thanking a couple of
users that responded to a nota that ] left the month bafore last
about PR-Base U2,1. Two users out their more than 500 milas away
responded and sent me copies end I thank you. Both of goou will
hava probably raceived your disks back with some Files that you
requested from the library, etc.

What is happening in the Myarc area? Well, I will tell you. BIG
Talk from Jack Riley with NO action and continuously broken
pronises, The biggeat heartache Ffor Geneva users and those
waiting For the hard drive controller card is that they have been
told numerous times when to expect software and/aor hardware when
they kneu beforehand, they could not deliver. For axample, last
sumser in Juna or July when Jack Riley was at our user group
meating, he tald us the hard drive controller card was working but
had crashed Just the uweek befors st anothar maating. As you
followed Jack across his travels with various user groups, he told
the sama story over, and over, and aver again. UWe found out in

Dacember that that is when peopie started writing MOMS that wauld
control tha card, LIES!!1}] ¢l hate them!!!)

Following that, a couple of months ago I wrote an article saying
that MY-Word was supposed to run From HBOS. Jack Riley was quick
to inform wus that that was not so. So my response to Jack Riley
is, look in your November 16, 1587 Addendums that was sent to all
Geneve users and look on page 10: quaote ” Cnce all the software is
completed (l.E., MOOS, Advanced Basic, Pascal, and a rew release
of MY-Word, all of which will load from the A> prompt of MDOS),
Ayarc will mail a full set......”. IF this does not say MY-Jdord
will load from HNDOS, the First person aver at my house can have
this thing. [ can understand after having seen MODS sourca why
conversion would take fForever, and knowing what I do of the MDOS
routines, MY-Word would probahly slow down by & Factor of 2-3.
Jack Riley needs to get his act togethar before he deastroys tha TI
community. I myself vote For Myarc to dump this, er, salesman
that they wish to call him as puslic relations ars at an all time
low. I am glad Myarc replaced that secretary that usad ta answer
the phone callers with a more pleasant secretary to converse with.

Hopefully lLou Phillips will realize this particular mistake and
correct it too. ‘

What else is happening out there, a feuw programs have hLesn
released. C language support For HOOS has now been mada
available,. I should caution you that I have run ssvaral test
programs with GPL versus MODS mode and 44 mode and have this to
report. MPOS made is the slowest and YA mode is about half of
that. GPFL node is then about 30-40% Faster tran the YA mode.
Reasan you ask? The reason is that MDOS has soms super slow scraen
write routines (this is evan mentioned in the SYSTEM/SYS Ffile iF
you go thru it with & sector ed.tor) and takes it much longer tao
writs to the screen. While non-screan access may be quicker, the
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only advantage currently with c language in NMDJS mode is a larger
memory space.

that has been brought to us with veraiona Ffor both
gggthizdféégs is a Clock program. This is quits a nice program a:
you can set the Genavs clock, date, sat an alarm, sat a tinar.Lan
this .program also corrects the incorrect day bug causad by Leap
Year in SYSTEN/SYS.

f my head, only one new item has bheen mentionsad
522215?5 t:p :rnggammsr is requesting that u}l MDOQS programs hag::
with a NOP statement. This statement domsn’t do anything, ue
when you asaembls For MPOS a film with only the NOP statemnt, : d
ther executs it, it will re-execute ths previously HOOS lnangs
program that was axited. Thia is becauss all program=a én Do
load at >0400 and since both filas hava NOP as a statamant, -
shart file doss not ovarwrite the larger fila and in a sscond, U??
can rabnat any program without waiting For it to rsload. ton
MY-Art is modified, I am sura that this idea will be incorpora .

ils
W last manth I prosmised to include ancother source code [
f:ilihg neuslettar. As it turns out, othars Feal thath thg
newsletter spacs can bs of better use since our group anly has
or 4 Geneve ouwners. Don’t despaic though, if you like to program,
just send me a disk and enough return postages (or send m: Jour
Geneve source code Files you have written), and I will provide g?u
with my source code Flles. I guess this way we can mutu: u
benefit each other. My address is Beary Miller, 1S61 Galvaston,
Memphis, TN 38114%. Sea ys next month... Beary Miller

PLATO FIX

From Barrcy Traver:

latn using your
want to run Plato on your Gensava? Or want to run P

GRAM Kracker, but can't because Plata gets confuaed hecause of a
ramdisk in your P.E.B.7

’ tor, ssarch
Heres's the solution: using an-appropriate Euntnr adi . A
the disk filas For occurrasnces of tha string "020COFO0”. (You'll
Ffind it twice: once each in two different Files,) Change ghe
string to "020Ci000." It's that simple! Enjoyt

MUNCH TI-DINGS ;
Taken fram LA TOPICS, 19688
ONE{+) LINERS FOR GRAPHING
by TONY FALCO

tion today.
Graphing is an important topic in mathamatica aeduca
Cnmgutsrs and computesr graphics will make it an even morg
important topic in the Futura. Tha Following one and two (sorru:l
linars can hopefully help out some middle sachool or high schoo
students with some of the more basic concepts.

=]

Tha first program gives practice with
points, At the “X= Y=" prompt the
sepesrated by commas. The program will show that point ifF its
coordinates will Fit on the scresn. Bear in mind that all tha
programs hare are low resolution and plot only integer points.

th® process of plotting
user eantears two numbers

The second one graphs the function u=10%sin(pi®x/14).
experiment with othet Functiaons by simply
expression. Try Y=ABS(E-ABS(X)) for exampls.

Usars - can
changing . .that

The third and fourth programs are vary similarc, The third one
allows the user ta expariment with sina uaves, At the prampt you
enter values For A and B, again sepacated by commas, and sme how
these numbers charge the period ang amplitude of the wava. Tha
"last one graphs shapes known as parabolas. At the prompt enter
values of A, H, and X, once again seperated by commas, and sea how
thesa values effact the shape, position and orisntation. Values
of A between -2 and 2 (decimal Fractions are finme) wark bast.
Again bear in mind that with low resolution many points do not gat
plotted, but this is exactly what ona does with papar and pencil.
We plot a Few points and infFer the position of tha rest, .

For a neat display run using CALL CLEAR: : RUN.

Note that Extended
BASIC is required For theae prograns.,

PROGRAM #1:

1 FOR D=1 TO 2000 :: NEXT D :« CALL CLEAR :: INPUT "Xm YT X, Y
IF ABS(X)>15 OR ABS(Y)>11 THEN 1 ELSE CALL HCHAR (12,1,43,32) ::
CALL UCHARC1,16,43,24):: CALL HCHAR (12-¥,16+X,30):: GOTO 1

PROGRAM #2:

1 CALL HCHARC12,1,43,32):: CALL UCKARC1,16,43,24):: FOR X=-15 IO
16 :: Y=10*SINCPI®X/14):: CALL HEHARC12+Y*(ABS(Y)<=113,
16+X,42-(ABSCY)>113):: MEXT X :: GOTO 1

PROGRAM #3:

1 CALL CLEAR :: INPUT A,B :: CALL CLEAR ::

DISPLAY ATC1,72:
"Y="&STRSCAIB"*SIN(E*PI/ "&STRS(BI&") "

2 CALL HCHAR(12,1,43,32)::
16 :: Y=A*SINCPI®*X/B)::
42-C(ABSC(Y)>113):: NEXT X

CALL VCHAR(E,15,43,23):: FOR X=-15 T
CALL HCHARC(IZ+Y®*(ABS(Y3<=11), 16+,
:: GOTO 2

FPROGRAM #4:

1 CALL CLEAR :: INPUT A,H,K :: CALL CLEAR :: DISPLAY
AT(1,7):"Y="aSTRICAI&"(X-" ;STRECH); ") 2+, STRS(K);

2 CALL MCHARC(12,1,43,32):: CALL UCHAR(Z,16,43,23);: FOR X=-15 TO
16 :: Y=A%"(X-H)"2+K CALL HCHARC12+Y™C(ABSC(Y)<al1), 16+X,
42-CABS(Y)>1133:: NEXT X ;. GOIOD &
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MACC MEMBERS

The following is a list of the members of MACC (The Memphis Area
Computer Council) and contacts for the groups. 1If you know af
someone locking for help with a particular computer pass along
this information as that is what MACC is all about... Gary Cox

MEMPHIS AREA COMPUTER COUNCIL (MACC)
P.0. BOX 341864
MEMPHIS, IN 368184-1864

Supporting computers in genaral with support, assistance and
information as wall as an annual computar fair.

For more infarmation contact:

Ken Akins (901) 3B8-1l11l&

Paul Russel (301} 386-0265

Charter members of nhCE listed below updated as of April 1386:

Hamphis PC Users Group Inc.
P.0. Box 241756
Memphis, TN 3B124-1756

BBS (901) 763-3440 24hr 300/1200/2400bd

Supporting IBM (M5-D0S) and compatiblesa, for information contact:
Dor Helyer (9011 &6B5-5521

Michael Ottao (801) 756-1725 -

Memphis Commodora Users Club
c/a Charliz Wirth

3757 Sylvan Hills Cava.
Merphis, TH 38128

BBS (82013 366-4676 &1hcr 300/1200bd

Surporting Commodors computers, for information contact:
Cherlim Wirth (9013 386-3337

Jim Fax <901) 323-1185

Mid~South TI9S/4A Usara Group
P.C. Boex 368522

Germantown, TN 38183-0S522 .
BBS (501) 735-3980Q 24hr 300/1200bd (West Memphis local call From
Meaphial .

Supporting TIS9/4A Miyarc Geneve 3640
coatact: Cary Cox (9013 3s8-0687

Mac Swope (901) 363-3880

camputera, for infornmation

Memphis Atari Systems Hobbyists
P.0. Box 240244
Menphis, TN 38124-0244

BBS (901> 377-1904 24hr 300/1200bd

Supporting Atari coamputers, For information contact:
Jim Jacohs (8901) 754%-085%4%

Daniel Notowitz (301) 795-8683

7 B. Beery (901> 382-8353

Mamphis Amiga Users Grou
P.0. Box 381462 :
Memphis, TN 38183-1462

BBS (301) 761-3723 24%hr 300/1200bd

Supporting Amiga computers, For information contact:
Tom Jones (901) 353-p2Sy

Osborme Users Group
2753 woodland Hills Cove
Memphis, TN 38127

Supporting Osbarne, for infocrmatian contact:
Ike Kullman (501) 3SB8-Alg8

Memphis Color Computer Usar Group
P.0. Box 11736 '
Memphis, TN 38111

Supporting Radio Shack Color computers, For information contact:
Logan Ward (901) 386-B452

Adam Computer Users Group
c/o Paul Russall

7022 Tuliptrail

Memphis, TN 38134

Supporting the Adam computer system, for information contact:
Paul Russell (301) 386-028S

Apple Core of tlamphis

P.0O. Box 241002

Memphis, Tn 38124 .

Supporting Apple line of computers For inFormation contact:
Bill Hawkins (901) 372-642S

John Sarrell (901) 728-4898

Bill Legrone (8901) &82-3026

Memphis Micras
c/o B. Berry

3028 Luridge
Bartlett, TN 38134

Supporting Kaypro/CPN, For information contact:

REGEON 350/ (0PUS) Sysops
C/0 Ken mkins .

3536 Amesbury

Memphis, Tn 368134

Supporting OPUS BBS Systems for information contact:
Ken Akins (501) 3868-1112 (veoice)
Flagshlp BBS (3901) 382-1864 300/1200/2400 24hr,




COMPUTER FAIR

FREE ADMISSION! @ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
June 4, 1988 ® 10am. Till 5 pm.
State Technical Institute

5983 Macon Road. ® Memphis, Tn.

~ Fulton Building

¢ Demonstrations ¢
of
Computer Equipment
and

* Special Guest

Speakers will hold presentations on:

-

Programming

- by the Memphis
- Area Computer
Clubs
REGISTER FOR FREE

DOOR PRIZES!!

You don’t have to be present to win!
Bring your Family and friends!

Educational as well as entertaining!

Enjoy the world of computing!

- DESKTOP PUBLISHING
COMPUTERS IN SMALL BUSINESS
COMPUTERIZED INVESTING
WORD PROCESSING
Tours of State Tech computer labs and
the Mid-south Micro Computer
Resource Center will be open all day!

Fair is being held in conjunction with
State Technical Institute

This Computer Fair is directed by The Memphis Area Computer Council

» > Momber clubs of MACC <44«

Memphis PC Users Group » Memphis Commodore Users Group
Mid-south TI99/4A Users Group * Memphis Micros
Memphis Atari Systems Hobbyists * Osborne Users Group
Memphis Amiga Users Group = Adam Computer Users Group
Memphis Color Computer Users Group » Apple Core of Memphis
Region 950/ Sysops Organization




TI-393 TRIVIA

By Member Bill Gaskill - Grand Junction COC.

, Some cof what you will read hare you may have seen hefore,
some pachaps you haven't seen. All of it is simply a8 collactign
of facts, Ffigures and other trivia collected from the inumerable
publications that have coverad or even mentionsd the Jaxas
Instruments® Heome Computsr era, Although it is an excellent
source for this typs of information, I collected very little of
the trivia in this article from 0Or. Ran Albright’s "Orphan
Chronicles” book. 1 didn’'t want to plagerize his work, neor did |
wish to duplicatm  information that you could already Find in
wnothar resource. The majority of the irformation comas from the
actual publications that I have perused in compiling the rMaster
Index of 393/4 and 4A information., Hare goes...

The TI-93/4% was unvailead in Juna of 1373 but didn't actually
make it to market until early 1980 because of pre-production bugs
that couldn’'t be worked out in time For the Christmas =seasan.

The TI-399/4A was unvelled in Juns of 1581, at the Summsr
Consumer Electronics Show in Chicago.

It is tha "A" in the THMS9918A Video Display Processor chip
that gave the 33/4A its neame.- The 99/4's screen controller chip
is the TMS9314.

On April 25, 1983 TI began offering a Ffres Pariphesral
Exparsion Box to angone purchasing any three of the Following; an
RS232 card, a Disk Ceontroller Card, a Disk DOrive, a 32X Msmory
Exparsion Card, a p-Code Card, Til-Writer, or Multiplan.

Plans to introduce the TI1-99/2 (a low end, 4.2K RAM
competitor to the TIMEX-Sinclair computer) ware cancelled in May
1883 aftar prices for the 93%/4A Fell to a point where they
nercached upon the 839/2's target marcket.

Plans to introduce the TI-98/8 (the B4K upgrade computer for
89/4¢ pwners) were shelved in June 18983 and tha introduction was
cancelled completely in November 1583 bacauge of thag “bailout”.:

The TI-99/8 came with Extendsd Basic and Pascal in ROM chips
like the 4A has Tl Basic.

. -

T1's planned Hexbus Interface (which was another casualty of
the "bailout” decision) supported a WaFertape drive that was
Faster than a cassette and it let you name. Files just like you  do
on & disk? Tha Hexbus alsa supported a four-color printer/plotter
and was teo ba available with RS5-232 and/or parallel ports?

The TI Pilot programming langauge (which was never released
as Far as I know) was written in UCSD Pascal and required a P-Code
card ta run.

The home computer "shake-out” battls betwesan TI and Commodore
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began in earnast in August of 1962, By July af 1983 it was clear
that TI had lost the battls. They reported over a 100 million
loss in the sscond quarter of 15683 alane.

Nespita losing sa much money on tha 98/4A, the sntirse product
line acecounted for only 5% of TI's sales,

When the 95/4A was among the most popular selling homa
computers on tha market (and even afterwards Foc awhile) TI
gontracted uwith tha 1likes of Addisan-Uasley, Control Data
Corparation, Babriel Industries, Imagic, Milliken, Milton Bradlay,
Rinmesota Educational Computing Consortium (FMECC), Scholastic
Inc., Scott Adams, Scott-Foresman, Sierra and others to produce
software For the Home Computer.

Though you rarely if ever see them listad angwhere, TI
offerad a "library” of software applications under the FHL catalog
designation. Some of them included the;

-HOME FINANCIAL MANARGER LIBRARY-cansisted of the Home Financial
Decisions, Household Budget Management and Personal Real Estate
madules. (PHL 70013

-~-FAMILY ENTERTAINER LIBRARY-consisted of the Attack,
and Hunt the Wumpus modules., C(PHL 70023

A-maz—-ing,

~ELEMENTARY EDUCATCR LIBRARY-consisted of the Eeginning Grammar,
Addition and Subtraction I and Early Learning Fun modules. CPHL
7003)

-MUSIC EDUCATOR LIBRARY~consisted of tha Music Maker module and
the Music Trainer cessette. (PHL 7004)

-SUPER PROGRAMMER LIBRARY-consisted of the Extended Basic module
and the Teach Yourself Basic tape. (PHL 70053

-SPEAKING MATH TERCHER LIBRARY-consisted of the Addition and
Subtraction 1 and 2 and the Multiplication 1 modules. (PHL 7006)

-SPEAKING RERDING TEACHER LIBRARY-consistaed of two moduless, namas
unknown (PHL 7007)

-SPEAKING SCHOLASTIC SPELLING TEACHER LIBRARY-consisted ‘of
Spelling, levels 3-6. (PHL 7008) '

-T1 ARCADE GaME SERIES LIBRARY-consisted of tha Tombstore City, T1
Invaders and Car Wars modules., (PHL 7009)

-MILTON BRADLEY GAME SERIES LIBRARY-consisted of the Blasto,
Hustle, Zero Zap, Connect Four and Yahtzee modules. (FHL 70102

-COMPUTER INTRODUCTORY PACKAGE LIBRARY-consisted of the Household
Budget Management, TI Invaders and Multiplication 1 modules., (PHL
70112

-FOREIGN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION LIBRARY-consisted of the Key To
Spanish package which was made up of four modules and Four
cassatte tapes. (PHL 7012

13




each library came with a album-like binder saimilar to the
TI-Writer and Multiplan binders and all libraries sold for $100
and up. (source is the Christmas 1983 J.C. Pannay's catalog)

Although I have never ssen them listed anguhere, [ learned
From Dr Albright'’'s book that Tl also offeraed the:

- ENTERTAINMENT PACK-consisted of Hargman,
Blasto, Dldies But Boodies and Cornact Four.

Parsec, Adventure,
C(PHY 1001)

- VUARIETY PACK-consisted of Beginning Basic  Tutor, Markat
Simulation, Oldies But Goodims and Personal Financial Aids. (PHV
10022 ’

Tl also offered some obscure options for the 93/4A that have
‘ra the best of my knowledge) nevar appeared Ln the catalogs of
sy of the major wmail-order housas ajince ths bail-out. For
example; a VCR controllec (PHP 23002, a speech editor module {(PHM
30113, a Personal Tax Planning package that was designed FfFaor the
UCSD P-System (PHD S077), and a Course Designer Authoring Package
for teachers (PHD 5068).

There ware several programs that Tl was going to markst For
the 93/4A that never made it beceuse of the bailout? Some of them
were; an Advancad Assembly Debugger For assambly language
programing, the TI HMini-Writer word processor for the Hini Memorcy
module (it esventually appearsd from Hodel Masters via Tex—Comp),
Entrapment, & cassatta basad arcadas game (that was available in
the TENEX catalog for quite a whila), David's fidnight mMagic (Ca
“inball gama from Brodarbund Software) and Chop Lifter (an action

~zade gama mlso From Broderbund Softwars). It is possibhle that
7th of the Broderbund games ware actually written in 99/4A coda
in preparation for production bhecause I have seen picturas of them
pn screen, Chaplifter in Enthusiast 99 and David's Midnight Magic
in SS%er Magazine. Unfoartunately they never made it out tha door.

Besides TI, CorComp and Myarc, ather companies such as AJ
International, Box Car, Doryt Systems, Intellitec, Mikel Labs,
Tachyon Systems and Ultracomp produced RS232 and 32K RAM  harduare
parigherals specifically For the 33/4A.

The beige calored 99/4A console appeared in June of 1583,

‘TI anmounced the end of the 99/4A on October 28, 1983. Total
praduction of the computer actually ended in 13841 though.

Microsoft Coporation wrote T! Basic for the 33/4 and 4A.

PARSEC Cwith the help of Paul Urbanis), HUNCHMAN and CAR WARS
were all written by TI Programmer Jim Dramis,

Tha speech/voice in the PARSEC game is that of Aubree
Anderson,

Alpiner, the game module from TI, was authored hy Janet
Srimushnam.

fMany of the current "personalities” in tha TI Community ars
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long time users, evidenced by their contributions to early TI-33
publications like 99er Hagazine. Amazingly enough, many af tham
who we now consider the "wizards” and "gurus” amongst us, starcted
out Just 1like the rest of us, programming in BASIC and Extended
Basic? For example, if you browse through some of the ald issues
of S3er Magazine you will discover programs and acticles published
by such "known” names as Bill Bies, author of Accturus C(the ZAXXON
clone’ and Arthropod (tha CENTIPEDE clonme), Barry Traver, (CIS and
GEnie Sysop among many other credits), John Clulow, (the TI wizard
who gava u=s tha B8K DSR card and who Figured heavily in such
projects as tha Super Cart and Haorizon Ram Disk), Marty Xroll, tha
author of CATLIB, Tarik Isani, the author of NIBBLER, Mike HcCum,
c?;?¥;;g; of Night Hission and Steve Languth, the author of the TI
] .

Dak Tree Systems (Chuck Davis), maker of the Acorn S9 Data

. Base program, Smash, the XB progrem compactor and ths Display

Enhancemant Package utility,
program called Super Chackbaok.

also usead to market a littles known

PEF, the text transfer progran from INTELFR), tha Canadian
company that gave us the COMPANION word processor, was Ficst
introduced under the nama UPWARDS! in 198S.

TI Perscnalities Jobn Phillips and Cheryl Whitelaw (REGENA)
used to write for Enthusiast S99er, the "official publication of
the International Users Group”.

Dbr. Guy Romano of the rfanion Helplina also used to
contribute to the Enthusiast 99er, was the Editor at one paint and
also used to be the custodian of the IUG's library of programs.

Dc. Romano also used to market a 4A product named WORTEX
through a company namad AMNION Stonewarsa.

The Super Cataloger program From J and K H Software vas
created by Larry Hughes who later foundad QOuality SS9 Software.
Graphics and assemhbly language routines for the program were added
by Jin Hollardar of J and K H.

ZAXXON, the arcade hit, was scheduled to be written For the
93/4A by Sepa or DataScft but development was cancelled becausa of
the "bailout”. DataSoft advertisements in 1932-83 jssues .of
Compute! Magazine even list the 93/4A4 as a compatible computer Ffor
the game. .

DataBiotics (doing business as Model Masters) introducad, the
first non-T1 command modules far the 93/4A,

Besides writing "38 Programs for the TI-29/4A" and "101
Programs For tha T1-93/4A", Len Turner also published & "Program

. Writing Workbook”.

Tha MYPRC winchestar hard disk and controllar first appeared
in November of 1982 and were Ficst marketed in Oecembar aof tha
same gear,

Tha first direct-connect modem for the S9/4A was the
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Signalman Mark II11, introduced in Novembec 1982 through Tex-Comp.

ELEX-TEK Inc,, the Chicago-based giant in the mail-prder
sales ofF HMS-D0S computers, used toc be a big marketer of 39/4A
products.

A Suffern, New York putfit named H/S5 Enterprises wsed to
ofFer * a custom designed briefcasa to carry your TI-33/4A and
peripherals on the road with you. Tha product let you neatly peck
the conscle, RF modulataor, cassstte recorder, speech synthesizer,
powsr supply and several cassette tapes all into a single
high-impact carrying case. It ratailed For %$59.95.

The TI-COUNT accounting series by Pika Creek Software debuted
in HMarch 1383.

The Navarons Cartridges Expander, alsc knoun as ths "Widaet"L
originally appeared in April of 1933 as the "Select-A-Cart
camrand module expansion unit.

A home applience control system called First-Ade appearsd on
the market bhefare CorComp ported the X-10 Powerhouse progtam avar
to 39/4A usa.

Besides the name similarities in the TI Coamunity that
attracted attention such as Home Computer
(MICROpendium’s original banner that was challengad by Gary Kaplan
and 99er Home Computer Magazine) and Explorer (the product name
that spurred a short-lived dispute betwsen Tex-Comp and Hillers

Graphics) other name similarities exist(ed). For exampls;
CompuServ (a Narth Carolima bassd conputer peripharals
manuFacturer) and Compuserve (the on-line information service

giant), Super Extended Basic (the JKH Software package and Super
Extended Basic (the MG/Tciton Extended Basic module), 8S9erc
Magzzina (published in the U.S. by Emerald Valley Publishing) and
89er tagazine (published in West Garmany by Hasse Verdug).

An outfit named PROTO-QUICK offerad a commercially available
protyping board far 4A development as early as July 1883.

the newest TENEX catalog (FALL 1987) features a picture of
the 99/4A console end peripheral sxpansion box with the cartridge

port and tha disk drives an the lsft side of tha computar/PE Box
(page 20,
CREDITS: .

Although 1 compiled the information far this article, some

credit must go to the folks  who helped supply some of the
publications. [ wish te thank them all, but mast especially 3alph
Landrum of Houston, Texas, Gary Woerner of Springfield, [llinois

and Gary Cox of Memphis, Tennessea. Thanks Guys!
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Cnmpandiuml
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ARCHIVER

Since sevaral peoples have had questions on Archivar 2.4 lately I
thought I might ansusr ths gquestions For everyoms hera. -

Tha problem most people have with Archiver 2.4 is Jjust in
undarstanding it's operation. Archiver 2.4 is a UVERY impartant
utility For anyons who calls BBES's and even for thosa who den't.
what Archivers (an the TI and other computers) will do is take
many Files and pack them into just ons for easy transportability.
For example, it is sasier and Fester to download one File From a
BBS than to download many files., Howsvar, not only can Archiver
2.t pack together Files but it can then compreasad that archived
fFile reducirg the size of it as much as SO percent! So a program
package packed and comprasaed into one file provides a tremsndous
tima saving= on BBS download time not to mention requires less
space tao store tha packaga. Use of Archiver is not just for BBS
purpcses but is good For keeping backups. For wexample, if you
would 1like to keep & backup of MASS-TRANSFER Ffirst pack and then
compreass the files and place the one File onto a disk and put it
back somewhere C(archive jit, thus the name archiver came about).
Thus you hava Just that one file taking up less space than the
original Files.

Most Ffiles on BEBS's today ares usually packad and compressed with
Archiver 2.4 . So the First thing that you naed to do (s get a
copy of Archiver 2.4. It is available in our library and on tha
Midnight BBS. Archiver 2.% is an assemhly language program and
thus requires the use of a "loader” in order to run it. If you
have Editor/Assemhler use gption #5 (PROGRAM) to load Archivar 2.4
. To use Funnelueb ta load Archiver 2.4 first go into thes
TI~Writer section. Press the SPACE bar to get tha ssecond menu and
select 3 for LOADERS. Thern tha next manu comes up type 3 for
PROGRAM (E/A) and type in the drive number and program name and it
should then load right up!

Now that Archiver 2.4 is loaded you First must determine what type
File that you have so that you will kmow if to Just unpack or
decompress and unpack. LUse the utility saction of Acchiver 2.4% to
catalog your disk (If you have not already done so previous to
loading Archiver 2.%). If the fFila js DIS/VAR 128 Faormat then tha
File youw have is just packed. IF the File type is INT/FIX 1E8 the
File is packed and compressed. Packed and compressed Files will
need to First he decomprassed thern unpacked. Note that the result
of decompressing will result in a Fila with the type DIS/VAR 128
in wrich.case ygou unpack it like stated prevously. Unpacking is
the final stage and returns the program package back to it's
original state.

A2 far as how to unpack or dacompress and unpack depends an your
system setup. The ideal setur would to be to have a DS/SD ar
DS/D0 drive. Regardless of your setup the procedure is simular.
IFf gou have an INT/UAR 128 Format file you nemd to decompress, sg
select decompress from tha menu and dacompress to the same disk as
gau have the compressed File an. Be sure to name your
decompraessed file d.fferently from tha compressed Filae. If you
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run out of room on that disk you will need to -decompress to a
second disk either by swaping disks (archiver will ask you if you
wish to do this) or by sending it to a second drive (just type
DSK2 instead of 0OSK1),

After decomprassing you than hava. an DIS/FIX 128 Format File.
DIS/FIX 128 Fformat files need to be unpacked. For best results
wrpack to a blank disk as a2 disk with programs already on it may
hava conflicts in filem mnames and cause current files tc ba
replaced by your unpacking. You can unpack to the sams disk as
uou - have the packed Fila or unpack to a sacond disk by esither
sending the file to a second drive or by using the swap disk

option whars you can swap disks in and out of the drive For the
process.  Your options depend on if you have two drives or anough
room on tha naster disk etc...

Once you have Finished unpacking a file you now have tha program
in the original format. Delete the packed and/or compressed FfFile
as they are now no longer needed unless you wish to keep them.
Nota that a 3IS/FIX 128 Format file may ba delaction protected in
which case you must use a disk manager to unprotect it befors Hou
ares able to delets it.

Probably the biggest problem that you will encounter in thase
processes is running out of room on your disks. You can determing
what to do hy how much room you have to wark with. If you have
DS/D0 drives then you will most likely not have any problams. IFf
you just hava one S5/5D drive-then you may have to use ths suap
disk option as thera may not b2 encugh room on the one disk to
contain the compressed file plus the File afFter is is
decompressed. You can determinz how much room is required by a
packed or compressed and packed File by using the utility section
of Archiver 2.4 and using the catalog arc File option. This
option will list the contents of the File along with the size used
and Ffile types... Note that you can NOT run a packed or packed
d compressed File you MUST usa Archiver to get the Ffiles back
1ta their ogriginal state.

~chiver 2.% will be demonstrated at this months meeting so if you
have questions and are totally confused by this article come to
thse neeting. Note also that you can speed up the process by
decompressing to a Ram Disk but I would not recommend unpacking ta
a Ran Disk unless you are sure there is no conflict in File
names ... Gary Cox
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. NOTICE

Infornmation contained in TidBits is accurate and trum to best of
our knowledge. Viewpoints and opinions exprassed in TidBits ara
not mecessarily that of the Mid-South 99°ers. UWe welcoma &any
opinions/corrections from our readars. Articles may be veprinted
elssuhers as long as credit is given to the author and neuwslatter.

GROUP INFO

Uisitors and potential members may receive 3 frea lssuas oOF
(TillbitsY while they dacide if they wish to join (no obligatian).
A Dollar sign (%) indicate that your dues are dua. 0On the tap of
your lable is a code. An Y means you are a member, N means 3 Free
list, UG means user group and S means a business. Beside the Y is
a date, ane ypar frcm that date your dues ara due. The library is
open only to FULL (%15) membara. Library list ias $1. Mail arder
disk library access ia $2 per disk max of 5 disks per month order
by disk number only. At mestings library access is FREE if you
exchange your disk For ours or §1 par disk For cur disks. Sand
all mail order librery requests to librarian's addresal Send duBg
and correspondance to group address.

CALENDAR

MEETINGS: May 19, June 16, July 21 (3rd Thuraday!)
WORKSHOPS: June 4, June 25, July &3
iSS CLASS: Every Thursday sxcept meeting night, location TBA,

QFFICERS

Hac Suope PRESIDENT 8501-363~3880
Richard Hiller VICE-PRESIDENT 901-794%-9945
Gary Cox SECRETARY 901-358-0667
B Jones TREASLIRER 901-363-9213

MidNight BBS System Operator S01-732-5126
Disk Librarian 301~-795-3287
CO-Librarian 901-794-9545
Editor - Neasletter 301-345-1673
Program Chairman T e e T e
Rl Noss Information and Assistance 901-743-6701
Mac Swope Chairman — Egquipment 901-363-3880

24HR TI BULLETIN BOARD -

S01-735-9380

Michael Dorman
Dgvid Farguson
Richard Hiller
Henry Badon
PLERSE VOLUNTEER!

Midnight BBS (Michael Dormen) 300/1200 bd
Nial 735-9980 From Nemphis area for toll free call.

GROUP MAILINGE ADDORESS
. Mid-South 99 Users Group

P.0. Box 3BSE2
Germantown, Tn. 38183-0522

LIBRARY ADNRESS
David Ferguson
3377 Creighton Ave.
Menphis, TN 38118
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