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Thursday, August 18th
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3 OFFICERS

Hac Swope PRESIDENT

Gary Cox SECRETARY 9013580667
Bob Jones TREASURER S01-363-9213

HidNight BBS System Operator S501-732-5126

Michael Dorman

,.“

= Dawld Perguson Disk Librarian 901-795~3287
tohac Hiller. CO-Librarian 90L-794=-9945
M Doraan Editor - Newsletter 501-732-5126
: Progranm Chairman 901-356-0667
Inforsation and Assistance 901-743-6781
Chairaan - Equipmant 901-363-3880
SR S R : i
6:00pm - Doors open. 5: ﬁ
3 .
6:30pm — Library opens. _ o
7:00pm - 7:15pa - General discussion.
7:15pm -~ 8:00pm - Demcnstration of TI-BASE database.

Desonstration by Bsery Hiller. Plua orders will ba taken to order

coples of TI-BASE.

8:00pm - 8:30ps - Demonstratjon- -of TI-ARTIST,
Graphx drawing. and  design: programs.
Cox.

Joypaint 99 and
Demanstration by Gary W.

8:30pm - 9130pm - All aystems available for use.
complete '’ dystens are avatlabla, Plus
anavered atc...

Usually 3 to 4
time to get questions

9:30pa - 9145pm - Cleanup period, library closes.

10:00pa - 12:00am - Late dlnner at Perkins Restaurant
Poplar and Highland, ’

As usual 1ssuea of Micropendium vill be on sale, nawsletters from
other TI user groups are avallabls for reading, . for sale table
will bse opan with deals froa aryone whqrwantsrds br:ng anything
computer related to gell and much more...Gary Cox_

located at -

om,

e

IN THE NEHS

Written by Gary W. Cox

LOCARLLY:

Attendance of nearly 40 people at the last neeting was probably
one of the largest that we have ever had in the summer tima! I
really appreciate all those who made an affort to get out to. the
mneating plus everyone received a free Diskribe marker and anyone
who made a donatilon to Mike's BBS received a disk pak. I would
like to thank Pater Camuac of 3N corporation for providing a very
intereating presentation! With the apecial demonstration, modem
setup in the back and other things going on wa never made 1t to
the graphics desmonstration #o we will have that this month as well
as a demonstration of TI-BASE database program. Plua wa will ba
taking up ordears for TI-BASE at discounted user group prices!

Activity on the HNid-Night Hour BBS 1a really pilcking up.
Unfortunately only a small percentage of our iocal mesbers are
calling the system. Out of town TI callers now ocutnumber in town
Tl callers. Thoaa who are not calling do not know what they are
misaing! Nichael has one of the largest download areas for tha
Geneve 9640 1n the country and a very large arza of up to data
T199/4A material covering Jjust about every interaat arsa. The
systes 1s accessible toll free 1in the Hemphis area by dialing
735-9980 and cutside Meaphis the number la (SO1) 735-9980.

I would 1ike to walcome to the club as new members Wilma
Spragliing, Rick Glisson and Eddie Smith all froa Hemphis. Alao
thanks for the continued renewals...

Having equipment problems? Wae are hare to help. One of the =ma!ln

purpases of the workshops 1s
elther with zoftware or equipment. If you can’t make a workshop
meeting we sometimes can work on =minor probiems at the main
neeting. If you can't make a workshop or 4 meating call one of
the offtcers and try to arrange a time ve can get together with
you to assist you in trackling down your problema. The best way to
track down where & problem 1= coming from !s by process of
elimnination by testing known working equipment with yours until we
can find what i{s not working... Also Texas Instruments will still
repalr TI brand equipment, call 1-800-TI-CARES for details. Maln
neetings are always the third Thursday of each asonth at the Red
Cross. Workshops are held the fourth Saturday of each month at a
location to bs announced at the zain meeting and on the BBS. Alas
note the c99 meetings are held at locations to be announced on the
BBS Cor call an UG officer).

to assist people having problams

Discussions eare wunderway In

planning the next Memphls Ares
Computer Council computer fair.

The fair 1x planned for sometlme
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early next year. It 1s axpected that we wild
convantion center thia time in ordar to hyld a "ve

fair”. The money vould be ratsed through vendors payl
space... : ' s

¥
NATIONALLY:
From the July 1988 Micropendium I was aaddened to 1learn Billy
Wayre (B11l) Knecht, 41 of Pasadena, Texas died July 9 in &
Pdssdena hospital after a long 1illness. Funeral services ware

July 12 in Pasadena with the Rev. Ford Dawson of Sunset United
Methodist Church officiating Burial in Grandview Cemetery.
was a aelf-amployed square dance caller and computer programmer
specializing in computer nmusic. He was a member of Ehc Houston
Users Group and had served as 3sysop of the group’s BBS. His
prograns for the T! include Best Songs., Best Songa 2, Christaas
Songs, VCR Movie Guide and others. He was foraer prasident of the
Jaycees and caller for the Wildwood Squares. He was a charter
rember of the Bayshore Baptiat Church of LaPorte: Taxas. His
presence in the TI community will certainly be misaed!

te bave anili retelvad a refund for the Chicags Tl Faire video
::h:a whieh” :i' ordered back in HNovember. Thanks to whomever
i ) * through "for us! :

1§hhn§§§ 1 - F] Falre will be held November 12 at the Holiday
W Ta gflgigz “Neddows, -11linei, sponsored by the Chicago TI
i ‘fﬂrﬁﬁy}imhﬁﬁisé &% dixer " is  planned for the evaning of
mm#?”ﬂ” “Wtth agdaission charge of $4 and an dinner will be
. e ‘ﬁggifﬁ Novenbar 12 vith a charge of $10 per person.
1§ ﬁ$§§g§r§§ﬂ~!§5 per 8 foot table, according to Marcy Brunm,
sandger. For more information contact Marcy Brun at 380
; ifﬂgzt*lL 60120 or (312) 695-9291. The Chicago TI Faire is
B#tdg held n conjunction with the Milwaukee TI-Faire which will
be et the Quality Inn 1n Milwaukee Wisconsin, November 13th. For
further Information contact Gene Hitz, Hilwaukea Araa 99/4a Users
Group, 4122 N. Glenway, Milwaukee, WI 53222 or (414) 535-0133.

k]

Trie + Software of P.0. Box 115, Liscomb, IA 50148 1s offering a
program called Print Wizard which glves the user the ability to
deslgn and print cards, signs, letterheads and banners. ‘The
prograa consiats of a manual, three disks, one program diask and
two data disks. Which data disk used depends on the type printer
¢wnad. Included are borders, fonts and graphlcs, and a utllitty to
convert artwork and fonta created with TI-ARTIST. The programs
runs on the TI99/4) and Geneve 9640 and salls for $25.

Fobert Neal 1a offering a service he calls the Fairware Exchange.
The service haa bean aiound for more than & year. The Falfware
Exchange offers more than 130~ Cand growing) diffsrent fresvare
prograns, elthar at $2.50 per disk which includes the disk, ngiler
etc... or on a one for ona exchange basiz from unsars lgbnlttlng
prograas not in the Falrylrc Exchangg library. Check® are not
cashed until the order is seht. A currant catalog liating may be
obtained by sending 32 which is refundabl, with the first order,
Inquiries may be sent to: Fairware Exchange, c/o Robert Neal, 317

&

Knecht:

¢
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Hickory, Romeoville, IL 6044].

The Music City $9ar’s Users Group of Nashville, Tennessee now has
& BES back online running 24hras et 300/1200bd. Tha nuaber 1is
(615) 331-7344.

Texananta has relocated its operations with the opening of a rew
office bullding in Yaphank, New York, and has announced a suppert
progras for 1ts database progras TI~BASE. Tha naw facility, 5,000
square feet larger than Texaments’ previous location, is desigred
te provide space for additional personnel, inventory and
manufacturing capabilities, according to Steve Lamberti, company
president. He said that the five year old company 11 actively

seeking programmers. The new address for Texaments 1s 244 Hill
‘Rd., Yaphank, NY 11%80. Phone numbers are {516) 345-2134 and
(5163 345-2133 FAX. The first phase of the TI BASE support

program iz a forum on T] SOURCE, the newly revised aulti-user

bulletin board sponsored by Texaments. Lambertg says, T1 SOUECE
can be reached 24 hours s day at (516) 475-6463. The second phase
involves future add on companion products for Ti-BASE, Lamberti

says. He says an lmmaediste need will exist for predefined command
files Calsc known as templatas or overlaya) te allow novice users
to use TI BASE without having to learn the progran languaga. He

38y3 users are encouraged to submit original tamplates to
Teaxazents for 1inclusicn In future conpanion products. Only
subalssions on disk will be accepted. None willl be used without

the author’a express consent, Lawberti says. He mays a bi-monthly
TI BASE newsletter i3 now belng considared. .
L.L. Conner of L.L. Conner Enterprise sald that Turbo-Pasc 99
was scheduled to ship in early July. The prograr sells for $59.95
and runs from E/A option 5 or Tl-¥riter option 3. It requires 32K
and a drive, Conner saild. L.L. Conner Enterprise 1s the =scle
Noerth American diatributor. For further informatlon, or to order,
contact L.L. Conner Enterprise, 1521 Feery 5t, Lafayette, IN
47904 or call (317) 742-8146.

Donaldscn Software has released four new games for the
according to Floyd Donaldson, company prestident. Yar of the
Netherworlds 1s described am a two player tactical war game 1n
spacs. Ustng Starfighters, intelltgence satellitas and
battlestars, the players must battle for the conquest of the 12
RoGNa . The Extendad BASIC game sells for $15.95 U.S. Next 1=
Professional Las Vegas atyle Blackjack and 13 written in Tl BASIC
zelling for 39.95 U.S. Next 1s Sapphire Dream described az a
quest for riches by scavenging emerald mines In the Australian

TI99/4h,

outback. The manufacturer recoumends 1t for children 10 or older.
Progrased in TI BASIC, 1t sells for $9.95 U.S. Finally s
Dangerous Hissions described as guerilla war game, circa 1942,

far-east Asts. As a guertlla soldler trapped in Malaysla during
the Eritish withdraval, the player selects weapons from his hidden
cache to complete the wmissions assigned him by Gen. Douglas
MacArthur. The game is programed tn Tl EASIC and sells for $9.95
U.S. All programs are on casseatte only and do not require memory
expanslon. For further informatlon or to order write Donaldason
Software, 52 Lievre St., Buckingham, Quebec, Canada JBIL 2C2.-

Bud H1lls of Bud Mills Services, manufacturer of the Horizon '~ Ram
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Diak annsunced that hiz new bsard, at the sase price as the old
ones, no longer requires additional soldering on the control chips.

He says that this willl 5implify conatruction bscause 1t Raans
there 1s no stacking of any chips up to 384K. For further
information contact Bud Hills -Services, 166 Darthmouth DIr.,
Toledo, OH 43614 or the TI-COMM BBS (4193 385-7474 (300bd 7EL,

1200bd 8N1). The BBS also contains current software downloads for
the card. Note that prices on the cards are subject to change due
to continuous changes in the prices of the chips. For current
prices call the BBES or call voice at C419) 385-5946.

XBASIC Speeder/Protector has been released by Nick
lacovelll says the program will speed up and hide
The progras sells for $10. For

A new progranm,
iacovelli Jr.
contents of most XB prograns.

further information or to order write lacovell: at 1411 N. 3éth,
Melrosa Park, IL 60160.
Here 1s a few numbers for Texas nstruments that might come 1n

handy:

General information :1-800-TI-CARES

General information 1-806-747-1882

Technical assistance 1-B05-741-2663

Dealer parts 1-806-741-2265

Dealer parts L1-806-741-2268

That’a about all the news for thia wonth. For the latest nesws and
reviews subscribe to MICROpendium of P.0. Box 1343, Round Rock,
TX 78680. Supporting the TIS9/4A and Geneve 9640 excluaively.

Subscription $20 a year. Thanks goes to HICROpendium for some of
the above information.

COMPUTER TERHMS

From the Pomona Valley Users Group of August 1986.

BIT: Describes computers, as in “OUR" coaputer costs quite a BIT.

BOOT: What whan you brag about your

computer.

your friends do to you

BUG: What your eyes do after staring at & screen too long.
CHIP3: Used to 1lnsert inte DIP while working at your conputer.

-
COPY: What you do at schocl cause you were playlng PACHAN so nuch

last night.

CUR30OR: What you become when your computer breaks down.

9
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DISK: What
terxinal.

alips in your back after hours of sitting at a

DUHF: Where all your hobbies go after buylng a cocaputer.

ERRCR: Made when you walked
look".

into the computer store "Just to

EXPANSION UNIT: The
computer.

roos  you add to your house to stare your

FLOPPY: The conditlon of user’'sa muscles after sitting
eating chtps.

around and

HARDWARE:
summer.

Rakes, acwers, and other things you haven’t touched this

MENU: What you’l)l never szee again, cause now you're too
eat out.

poor to

PROGRAM: What you
computer to 1t.

used to watch on TY, until yYou hooked the

RAN: What you do to the s=ide of the computer when 1t’s broken.

RETURN: What you do with the coapucer after the RAM doesn’t work.

TI- BASE REVIEHW

By Beery Miller

TI-Base. What 1s 1t? It im a revolutionary new relational data
base program for the TI-99/4A and the Hyarc Geneve 9640 (in GPL
node, speed 1 to correct cursor speed). ¥hat can 1t do? Just
about anything you desire. Let’s atart with what 1s required to
use the program. A disk drive (2 1is preferabled, 32K nmemory
expanaion, Editor/iasembler, Exterded Bamlc, or Kini-Memory, or a
Geneve 9640 and moderate intelligence. intelligerce you ask? The
reason I =say intelligence 13 that in order to aaximize 1t’'s
fullest potentlal with relational data base capability, some deep-
seated thought praocesses will be tapped. TI-Base can b: as easy
@83 you want It to be, or as difficult asg LOTUS 1-2-3. It  just
depends upon what you want your data base program te conslst.

Yhen I first booted TI-Base (It takes almost 2 minutes as 1t 1s
that large of a progran), you will be 1in 40 columns and wiil
obszerve a status bar at the bottom of the screen. As with many
Inscebot prograas, fancy screens are often observed, howaver with
this progran, other features were added and the fancy screen
pertion omitted. This program has no menus, but command lines
where the user tells the program what 1s desired nsxt.

Toe bagiln with, I will ment1on the features that the program can
accoaplish. The progras can sort on any field, custom file destign
with 255 chars/field and 17 fields/record and currently with 8192
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records per file (the author has promised to double the number of
records per file 1n a future verslon and when this 1s tmplementad,
TI-Base could theoretically handle a file with over 275,000
sectors). Also avallable 18 custom screen design, full screan
aditing, nearly all zath " functiens including additien,
subtraction, multiplication, dilvision, exponertation, squarlrg,
logarithls, anti—log. sine, CoN, tan, and arc—tangent. Also
supported for relational data base usage 1s less than, greater
than, equal te, not equal to, aritheetic, AND, NCT, and OR.

With these features, comparlsons agalnst another data base flle
craated by TI-Baze and the data manilpulated to create a 3rd data
base file if you prefer. This data base program has everything a
peraon would ever desire and yet nothing. What I mean is that all
operations a data base program should do 1s in the progran,
however, no menus where you can select to print a record, or find
a word exists, You must elther type PRINT or FIND and give it the
necessary tinformation and 1t will do 1t. Repetitive statements
can be typed into & command file (DV 80 format)d to smave time. For
most advanced uses, the abllity to prepare a command flle will be
a necessity. A command file has the same logle as a basaic progranm
such that you must tell the program to open the file, print these
flelds, advance to the next record until a particular condition,
and then to exit the command file.

At the most advanced level with multiple command flles, you could
design your own menu’s with your own files, however, for the
normal 4Ah wuser, he will never advance to this level of usage or
expertise. This program. in wy oplnicn, will never be outdone
with respects to it’s capabilities for the TI-39/4A by any other
program as INSCEBOT has maximlzed the potential of a 47 data base
with respect=: to nemory. The authors have planned for the
beginner by providing an additional disk called a TUTOR disk that
supplements the deocumentation and 1s actlvated within TI-Bage. I
am glad programmers are starting to pay moere attention to the user
with this kind of help. I[n addition, a wore than adequate manual
explaining how to set up command files, all the features
avatlable, and how to set everything up 1s included.

After 1niti1zlly booting TI-Base, 1t was only within 5 mlnutes time
that I had a2 data base file created and ready to go. The only
word of caution I must mention is that when you display a record,
the screen !s not formatted. Thls means that until you write a
procedure to locate each fileld on the screen at the deslred
location, the screen will not be pretty.

I do have some good words io mention before [ close. I would
highly recommend thls program for any person that requires a lot
of data for a program. On an overall rating, ! would give this
prograw arcund a grade A, The only thing that keeps 1t belng an
A+ 15 that 1t will be a sonmewhat difficult program toc wbaster all
the capabilitiea., however 1f you are the average type data base
user, this program should §111 all your needs far into the futsre.
In closing, ! would like to mention that Inscebot has extended to
our user group a discount on TI-Base that normsally sells for
$24.95. They have offered us a discount of 20% to bring the price
down to $19.95. At the August meeting, those wishing to purchane
TI-Base thru the user group may do sc. Just make sure you bring

8

S L o A U UL Ittt ot P 8 L A8 o P AP D L P P D ot 2k ] g 8 o8 A P 8 Ll I AR D 8 8 Sk B8 ¢ R B R R S s g e R S st g s P B ot B

your money ($1i9.,953. YOU WON'T REGRET IT **1!

PRINTING HIZARDRY

By Jonathan Leslie

1°ve bean envious of the PC crowd since | first saw in use their
programs that would print out greeting cards and full-page signs.
Well now I can get rid of ay green hue and resume my natural flesh
tone. Print Wizard to the rescue!

Print Wizard 18 a program that will allow you to print sut rot
only greeting cards and full-pzge signs, but create letterheads
for wmaking personalized statiornary, and banners as waell! It
requires elther a 4A with alnimum 32K RAN or a 9640, one disk
drive (though two are recoamended to reduce disk swaps) and elther
a Prowrltaer, Epson FX, or Gemint (or compatible) printer. PW 1ia
written 1in Extended Basic with an Assembly Language rcutine to
handle printing.

Print Wizard comes packaged with three S5/5D disks and 20 page
manual. One of the disks 1s the maln program disk which contains
all of the program filles. The other two disks contain border,
font, and graphics files. The flles on the two disks are the
zame, except that one disk la for Geminl and compatible printers,
and the other is for Prowriter and compatible printers. There 1a
also a DV/B0 1ndex file for each type of data. There are 11
border atyles, 6 fonts, and 27 graphics.

Upon bootup, the mailn menu allows you to choose either one of the
four matin programs, flle conversion, printer setup, or aexlt.
Choosing one of thae first five will load in that program and
present you with another nenu. This 118 probably the slowest
running part of the program. After loading in, 1t takea awhile
for initlalization to be completed. This !s probably shortened on
ny Genave, 30 you masy be sitting for a minute wailting. Other than
this, the program runs quite smoothly.

The menu for the four sub-prograns s basically the same. You can
choose to design, print or exit back to the mala menu. Choosing
design will then allow you to select your art, font and border for
your printout. To move around iIn the menus, you use the arrow
keys to move a green arrow., When you make a selection by pressing
the Enter key, the arrow turns blue! This 1s a rather eye-pleasing
feature. A "beep" ls alsoc produced each time the arrow Ia noved.

In the card program, you may choose up to one art, font and border
each for the front and inside. With the sign, up to two arts and
fonte, and up to one border. With the banner program, up to itwo
arts, and up to one font. And with the letterhead progras, you
can select up to tws arts and fonts. To select an art, border or
font, the program leoads in the index file which contains the names
of the appropriate files. This spesds up program executlon a bit
since this file loads 1in faster than a whole disk directory as
well as displaying only tha file types you want to chocse froa.
You also tell the program which drive to find the data disk tin.

9




This ¥s where having two dlak drives is nice.

One of the nice feastures of the art layout is that you may print
them ocut upright, inverted, or sideways vith the head towards the
left or right, in up to ocne of four sizes and 1In normal or
inverted aspect. The art may be placed In one or more places
depending on the size. This 1s represented in a window on your
screaan by gray squares on a whites background. When you choose a
piacement, the square turns blue, another touch pleasing to the
eye.

One thing I should mention is that wher Inputting your text, ia
that you have 6§ lines to fit your text onto. How nmany and what
type of characters you may fit on a line are determined by the
font you use. You can also have a line print out in doubla size,
and have your text left or right justified or centerad, which 1is
the default. At first it seems like the amount of text you can
put on your layout 1s very limited and rather scant locking on the
printout, but you have to keep ln sind thet this 1= NOT a desktop
publishing program and that for cards and signs, a lot of white
space i3 usually desired to avoid a4 "cluttersed 1look.” You must
plan what you want to say carefully though te pack the maximum
meaning intc minimum spacae.

After you make all of your design choices, then salact the print
function and away you go. This is when you can take a break or go
do a small task to pass the time. Here are some sample times of
three of the printout functions:

Funetion Art Border Text Print Time
Card 4 inside 1 in & out 4 lines out

4 lines in 13 1/2 min
Sign 4 1 & lines 13 1/2 min
Letterhead 4 Q 4 lines

(2 fonts) S 1/2 min

While printing, you HUST have the appropriate data diask 1n the
drive that 1t was 1n when you firat designed your layocut as that
13 where the program will lecok for the data file.

Though there aren’t many data filez that come with the prograam,
you definitely aren’t limited to them. Using the file conversion
pirogram, you may convert any border or art instance, or font
created with TI-Artlist to the format read by Print Wizard. The
kanudal details quite well how to do this as well as creating new
borders and fonta with Ti-Artist. Since I don’t own TI-Artist, I
haven’t been able to experiment with creating them, but the
conversion process 13 a snap. You simply tell Print Wizard ‘what
drive the disk with the Instances or Fonts i1s 1n and sit back wand
let 1t do the work. The art and border flles created are in DF/8
format (yes DF/8, not 80G). The font are made inte two files, an
index file which 1s DF/8, and a data file which is DF/16. To
gpeed up the process, I had thea converted to my ramdisk, and when
done, copled them 2ll to a floppy. If your TI-Artist font is tco
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large that 1t aust be split into two files, you can merge them
into one using the conversion program.

After deleting or adding new convertad arts, borders or fonts on
your data disk, ycu must run the Update Directories progras. This
siaply acans the disk looking for the appropriataly tagged filans
and updating the index flle.

The manual i3 easy tc read and laid out quite well and though it
contains no tutorial, each functlon 1a explainsd in enough detail
and the prograam 12 simple encugh that one is not needed. Thare is
a Table of Contents at the front and since each function cccuples
only one page, it also functions as an 1index.

There are a couple of deficlencles with the program howsver. Vers
they corrected, they would lmprove the program by st lesast 300% I
feel. One 13 that you have no preview screen to view your layout
with Dbordar, art and text to see 1f anything needs to be changad.
I have printed cut saveral cards and stgns only to have to atart
over due to art and text overlaylng each other! And since
printouts take quite awhile, a preview screen would save time and
prevent exasperation. The other major problem is that you cannot
gave & layout to disk! No amount of preparation will ease this
frustration. After spanding a fair asount of time creating a
layout and getting 1t to look right wupon priating, 1t 1s ¢nly
common senss to save your work to dlsk for later printing with or
without subsequent modiflcation. [ would think that 1t would not
be too hard to implement either of these functlona, espectally the
file save. Were it not for these, creating and printing a deslgn
would be quite easy and enjoyable. Maybe a future version will
sae these lmplemented.

Apart from the deficlencies just noted, I really enjoy using Print
Wizard. [t is very weasy to cperate and with the wealth of TI-
Artiat Instances and Fonts you can convert, an almost infinite
varlety of printouts can be made. This greatly increases the
usefulness of the program. Now I can keep right up with =y PC
friends and produce greeting cards, signs, banners and letterheads
that 1 feel are on a par with almest anything they can produce.
It was money well =pent for me, and I have yet to see anything for
the 4A or 9640 that 1s better.

Print Wizard can be purchased directly from Trio Plus Software for
$24.95 or Tenex Computer Express for $19.95.

GENEVE NOTES

By Beery Miller

Well folks, not too much has really happened since the last news
letter to really mentilon. As of July 30, 1988, it was strongly
rumored that Myarc had started shipping the HDCC to distributors.
If this should be the case, I would expect mina to be dellvered
before the next mseting, but as elways, don’t hold your breath as
there could likely be a softwars delay. The latest gossilp has 1t -
that the HWDOS for the HDCC will be greater than 90K end will be
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avatlable only for HDCC purchasers as [ do net think any new
features have been added except for hard drive support (It 1is=s
runored to have all support for MDOS and GPL except for DSKL
enulation). Myarc now clains to have the stource code for the
likealy finished GPL Interpreter and GPL support for TIMODE which
includes 2 command 1line argunént for a module file to lcad and
RAMDISK carry over in beth directions from HDOS to GPL.

Une slight enhancesent has baen a GPL mode for Gram 1L and 2 that
now has been changed soc that Joha Johnson's Henu program 13 stored
in that place and on boot up, allows GK files to be loaded fram
it’s own menu, EAR ¥0 files, and up to 27 files with a single
keypress can be lcaded from the 80 column menu. One last prograns
that 1 almost forget about 1s NOT-MY-COPFY running for the Cor Comp
disk controller and the TI Controller that s faster than any
othar track copy program on the market. A Hyarc controller
version is In the near future. This 1s a GPL program availible
for the 9640 that 1s just absolutely fast at BO seconds moat for a
DS/DD copy with verification. The sloweat portion 13 disk
formatting, as reading and writing one can barely tell when the
track advances occur as it goes so fast.

One last thing that I would like to mention i= ay adventure with

writing 9640 News™. This is going to be a Geneve specific 9640
Newsletter on disk. More informatlon on this magazine can be
found elsevhere 1n this nawaletter, I encourage all Geneve owners

to unite under this magazine as this has the potential of becoalng

a major addition to the T! Community. That (s about all that I

have on the Geneve for this Newsletter, however, if you would like
learn more, subacribe to 9640 News™.

96548 NEHS

Mew Introducing the first disk newsletter specifically for the

Geneve 9640 -— 9640 News". "'9640 News' will contain the latest
information on advancements with the 9640 along with Geneve
specific software. Scon to be released G-Base, a plece of

softwara runable from HDOS providing limited data base
capabilitles will be released and with your subscriptilon to ''9640
News™, no freeware paysents, etc will be required. The latest
software and hardware hacks and advancements will be released by
"*9640 News".

As currently stated, only Geneve specific software and information
will be available on the disk., No 4A compatible software will be
included on the disk as I do not wish to coapete directly vwith
another fine Disk Magazine that !s currently avallable for the 4A.
Contributions by software deavelopers are walcome provided they are
Geneve specific. The current subscription rate for 5 disk 1ssues
1=

$25 for U.5. delivery

$30 for foreign delivery surface mail

$38 for foreign delivery air mail

12

Outside U.5. pay postal or internatlonal money order, within the
H.S., personal checks are welcone.

Mail your check or money srdar tot

Beeary W. HNiller
1561 Galveston
Hemphia, TN 38114

Include the following informationt

Nama:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip Code:

Double Density capability {Y/N]:
Double Sided capabillty [Y/N]:

IN THE HMIDNIGHT HOUR

By Hichael Dorman

Well, The MHidnight Hour BES has gone through a lot of changes Iln
the last month. I am now running a QuickBBS board. The change in
software allows more features (e.g. ANSI graphics, loora, more

flexible menu aystem, etec.). If you haven’t called recently, you
nay be asked to re-register. That’s no problem though, since you
will be able to have full access on the firat call. Several new

4A and 9640 files have been uploaded since last month.

I had planned torglve a tutor this month on the board. However,
since the bocard 1a sti1ll "Under Construction', the tutor will have
to walt until a future iasue.

Host of +the files on the BBS are archived with Barry Boone’s

Archiver 2.4 1n order to save disk space and increase
uplead/download space. For those of ycu who may not be famillar
with the archlving proceaa, there 1s an excellent article

following this one in this month’'s newsletter. It was written by
Al Beard who 13 ths sysop of the TI Sig on BIX (Byte Information
Exchange) and the author of 99Fortran. Al’as articla ts an
extremely well written tutorial on Archlver 2.4. Chack 1t ocut.

You way have noticad a change 1n this month’s newsletter. I
volunteered to bs the new newsletter edlitor, I would like to
thank Henry, Gary, Al, ,Richard, and Mac for all the work they
have done 1in praviding their services every month. 2n enormous
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amount of effort goes 1into gathering articles, formatting,
printing, felding, =stapling, and mailing thes newsletters each
month. The newsletter has always been a cooparative effort and
aust remain one in order to be published each moath.

With that in aind, if you have an article you can write or if you
would 1lilke te¢ help In folding, stapling and nailing the
newsletters, please let ua know.

CORRECTION TO LAST HONTH'S NEWSLETTER - Last month, I !ncorrectly
stated that Funnelweb 4.3 was out and was on Tha MNidnight Hour
BES. The correct version was 4.1. 0f course, now that veraion
has been updated and version 4.11 is avatlable.

TUTORIAL. - ARCHIVER 2. 4

By Al Beard

This article 18 a short discussion of the Barry Boone conpraeaszed
archiver wversion 2.4, It 1s the moat common form of archiving in
use on the TI-99 and HYARC Geneve.

Barry has lmplemented an archiver, called archiver 2.4, which uses
LZW compression techniques toc “squeeze’ the archive to the
amallest possible size. This archive format 1s NOT the same as is
in common uas on [BN PC’s, the Ti-Pro, or other machines (where
the archive technique 18 commonly called ARC or PKARC). It s &
forsat unique to the TI-99.

"he baaic concept behind Boone’s archiver 1s to archlve everything
in normal TRAVER format (named for Barry Traver, who wrote the
first archiver in Extended BASIC for the TI-99), and then compress
the entira archive using LIW.

This method allows the maximun possible conpression, since
everything, including flle headers, are archived. It does NOT
provide compatibility with other srchive formats.

Fortunately. Barry used a different archive format for the
compressed format than the normal Traver format. If vyou downlocad
a file, and the f1le 1as:

DISPLAY/FIXED/128: The flle 1s probably a TRAVER uncospressed

archive. he
-

INTERNAL/FIXED/128: The file 13 probably a BOCNE compressed
archlive.

OTHER: The file is NOT archived.
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If the file ts INVERNAL/FIXEDP/128 format, then you have to have a
copy of BOONE's archiver 2.4 to unpack 1t. If the file 13 in
DISPLAY/FIXED/128 format, then you can use the TRAVER Extanded
BASIC version, but the BOONE archlver 1s preferred, it is Just a
little more polished and faster.

Archiver 2.4 was distributed on the Gen!al TRAV&lER computer
disk-a~ zine, volume 2, 18sue 1. Is ia also avallable here <Jjust
download it>, and also on other networks.

NOTE: THE ARCHIVER II IS FAIRWARE, NOT FREEWARE OR PUBLIC DOMAIN.
IF YOU ARE RUNNING THIS, AND HAYEN'T SENT BARRY BOONE A DONATION,
THEN STOP IMMEDIATELY, WRITE A CHECK TO BARRY, AND DRCP IT IN THE
KAIL. IF YOU 10 NOT, THEN SOFTWARE AUTHORS SUCH AS BARRY VILL
JUST STOP WRITING GREAT STUFF LIKE THIS.

Running the archiver 1s easy, just go to the Editor/Asseabler menu
item 5, insert the diak into the disk driva, and use S RUN PROGRAM
FILE, and enter tha name of the archiver:

DSK1.R2RC24

One file will be loadad from the disk, and the following menu will
be displayed:

Archiver Il -~ Verslon 2.4
General Purpose Archive Utility 1/30/88

Press: <1> Pack Files
<2> Unpack Fllesa
<3> Compress
<4> Decomprass
<35> Uttl1ty Menu
{&> Load FW 4.0

Items 1 and 2 relate to Traver format archives, they unpack and

pack files in normal Traver (pro-nounced TRAY-VER) format. Items
3 and 4 are a compress/decompress utility, they take a file in
display/fixeds 128 format and compress 1t into an

internal/fixed/128 format, or vice- verasa.

The utility menu 13 & aset of ginple file management utilities
Csinsllar to the disk manager utilities). They Just maike things
simpler when running the archiver, since the TI-99 doean't have
any butlt in file management capabllitiaes,

INTERNAL/FIXED/128 Files:

An internal/fixed/128 fille must first be “"Decompressed’ befare 1t
can be "Unpacked'. Decompressing is 283y, Just select item 4 on
the main menu {decompress), and faollow the prompta, For exauple,
if you down- loaded the new MDOS c$9 compiler from here, called:

DSK1.C99HDOS

15
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you woﬁld selact item <4> Decompraess. The seleczion:

Source Drive (1-9) : 1
Sourcae Fllename 1 C99MDOS
Qutput Drive (1-9) : 1
Qutput Fllename : C99MDOSU
Swap Diaks? (Y/N) : N

Press any key to start, BACK aborts

Press a key to execute the decompreszsz functlion. Note that the
file nane of CO99NDOSU was one [ made up, 1t can be anything.

When the archiver completea the uspack process, then two files
111 be attting on your disk:

DSK1.C99MDOS = the origlnal compresassd archive in
INTERNAL/FIXED 128 format.

DSK1i.C99MDOSU - the decompressed archlve in
DISPLAY/FIXED/128 normal TRAVER

format.
You atill don’t have the final files! All you have right now iz a

norzsal TRAVER archive, !n dlsplay/fixed/128 format. To get the
files you want, you must unpack the archive DSK1l.C99HDOSU.

DISPLAY/FIXED/128 files

"f you download a file, and 1ts In DISPLAY/FIXED/128 fermat, or if
‘au have decompressed a BCONE archlve to DISPLAY/FIXED/128 format,
Ju are ready to unpack it. To do thila, selaect item 2 on the
~2nu, and follow the prompts.

For example, to unpack the previous file DSK1.C99MDOSU, thean
select item <2> Unpack Files, and enter the followlng:’

Source Drive (1-9) : 1

Source Filename : DSK1.CS9MDOSU
Output Prive (1-9) : 1

Unpack ALl Files? (Y/N): Y

Swap Disks? (Y/ND : N

Preass any key to start. BACK aborts.

Sewveral files willl now bé extracted from the C99HDOSU archive, and
placed on disk drive 1, as followa:

DSK1.-README )
DSKL.C99C hd
DSK1.C99b -
DSK1.CSUP

The:e are the FINAL files you are after.

Some other notes:
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1. You can catalog an arc-file using ltem 2 on the utility menu.
This function not only catalogs UNCOMPRESSED filles, 1t a.so
catalogs CONPRESSED files (it does it by a trick methsad, 1t
actually de- compresses the firat few sectora of the archlve whera
the directory information is stored, then lists 1t3. It alsa
tells you whether the archive 12 squeezed (compressed) or not, but
of course you can also tell this by the file type
Cint/fix/128=conprassead, dis/fix/128 =uncompressed, remember?).

2. If you have a RAM-DISK, that 1is a gooc place to put the
de—compreassd arcfile, i1t nakes the decompress process go a lot
quicker, and when you are done you can Juat toss the intermediste
Cuncompreasad) arcfile. '

3,.. Some archives (1 think TELCO was in thtas category) contalns
other archives. Why? It keepa the total number of flles you nead
to lock at and understand small. For 1nstance, a prograa night
have a main routina, five or slx program docs flles, ten or twenty
library routines. The maln archive might contain:

" -READKE (inatructiona)
MAIN (the main program)
DOCS (the DOCS archilve)
LIBS (the library routines archive)

In thlas case, you would need to de-compress and unpack the primary
archive, creating 4 files, and then unpack the DOCS and LIBS
archives.

Confusing, ¢h? Well, hopefully such archives will have clear
instructions on how the archive 1a to be unpacked.

4. Other menu 1item selections allow you to delete filas,
protect/unprotect files, rename flles, copy files, and return to
funnelweb (if you use 1t).

In Summary:

After reading this, you may think that all of this archiving stuff
13 a waste of time. But. 1t has the following maln advantages:

1. R compressed archive 1a about 60% of the size of the arigtnal
files. Thia savea you a LOT of money on download time.

2. It ensures that all of the flles you need are contained within
an archive, I have heard complaints in this regard, that
downloaders of software can decidas for themselves what filea they
want to download and which ones they don’t want.

. However, as a software developer mymelf who puts » lot of things

in public domaln (and shareware/falrware), By opinion is that the

Boftvare author is the best judge of what files the user neaeds.
After all, 1t 13 the software author who 1= putting 1t into the

Public’s hands in the first place, he may want to make sure that

{o: dovnload files which mlght contain copyright notices, and the
lke.
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3. Less satorage 1s needed to save f1les on a BBS or other
network. Thi=z 1s an advantage to the system operator, and la an
advantage to you 1in that the sysop can make more files availlable
with the same amount of d!ak space.

main disadvantage to an archive 1s the trouble you have to go
But repember, thia process 1=
and you are probably

The
through to decompresa/unpack 1t.
done on 4&n essentially FREE system (yours),
yetting a software bargain.

(Thls document was prepared by rejuest of Hon Lepine, moderator of
the Tl conference on Byte Information Exchange. It is copyrighted
i983 by Al Beard., pleasme ask permlssion to republish elsewhere.
Pereission given freely).

Nots on revislon 1l:

Revlalen 1 corrected the statement that ARC24 couldn’t catalog a

conpressed archive. Thanks to Barry Boone and Jerry Coffey for
pointing out that it could indeed! Nice to find a feature that you
didn"t knov was there... Anyway, corrected this article to [ix
the mistake, made a couple of other sinor editorial fixes, and
repssted.

al b, 16=-July~-1988

Copyright 1988 by Al Beard, abeard on Byte Information Exchangs
ABEARD on DELPHI
71370,2723 on Compuserva

L.AST MINUTE HNEHS

By Michael Dorman

Hard/Floppy DIrive Controller card (HFDC) 1= now
shipping. The HFDC 1s fully functional on the 4A and ls works on
the Geneve 9640 with a=acme limitations. The HFDC, which 1is
avallable for about %$325.00, includes the Myarc Disk Hanager V and
a conprehensive manual.

The Hyarc

For Geneve owners, MDOS v..06, GPLv.l1.01, and MY¥-Word v1.20 are
also included. This comblnation of MDOS and GPL allow the passing
of a 120K ramdisk (larger with a modified 512K card) form MDOS to
GPL and back. To use this, the comaand TIMODE must be present 1ln
an AUTOEXEC file. A 16K print spooler 1s automatically created.

Unt1l the external DSR that J. Peter
completed, the MDOS hard drive commands (e.g. RMDIR, HMKDIR, TREE)
are not operationsl. Alse, tha HFDC #11l neot contrel , floppy
drives on the 9640 until the DSRs are finished. The disk file
enulatlion will not work for the same reason.

Hoddle 18 writing 13

This contreller card should really help expand the potenttial of

both the TI-99/4A and the Myarc 9640.
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NOTICE

Information contained 1n TidBita is accurate and true to the best
of our knrowledge. Vievpolnts and opinlons expressed In TidBitme
are not necessartly that of the Mid-South 99'era. We welcome any
oplnions/corrections frow our readers. Articles may be reprinted
elsewhere as long as credit 1s glven to the author and newsletter.
GROUFP INFO

Visltors and potential wmexbers may receive 3 free issues

TiDblts while they decide if they wish to join (no obligation).
On the top of your label 1a a code. A Y means you are a menber, M
maans 3 free list, UG means user group and S means a business.
Beside the Y 13 a date, one year from that date your dues are due.
A dollar aign (3) on the label will indicate that your dues are
due. The library 1s open only to FULL ($15) mnenbers. Library
i1st 1s $.. Mail order disk library access 1s 32 per diask max of
5 disks per month order by disk number only. At meetings, Ilbrary
access 18 FREE if you exchange your disk for ocurs or $1 per disk

of

for our diska. Send all mail order library requasts to
l1brartan’s address! Send dues and corraspondence to group
address.

CAILENDARX
HEETINGS: August 18, September 15, October 20 (3rd Thursday!D

WORKSHOPS: August 27, September 24, QOctober 22 (4th Saturday!>
c99 CLASS: Every Thursday except aeeting night, location TBA.
Z2HHR TI BULLETIN RBROARD

The Midnight Hour BBS 300/1200 bd
Dial 735-9980 from Memphls area for toll free call.

301-735-9980

GROUP MAILING ADDRESS

Mid-South 99 VUsers Group
P.0. Box 38522

- Germantown, Tn. 38183-0522

v e

;' ."I,]Zlallikllﬁf ADDRESS
I

David Ferguson
3377 Cretghton Ave.
Memphts, IN 38118

-
.
T o

HEMBERSHIP APFPLICATION

NAKE 1 ! $15.00 FAMILY

ADDRESS 1t $10.00 JUN:OR Cunder 15)
CITY ST__Z1P I 1 $10.00 ASSOCIATE CN/L onlv)
PHONEC 5 - : INTERESTS

EQUIPMENT, ETC.

Detzch and mail with check payable to: Mid-South 99 Users Group,
P.0. Box 38522, Germantown, Tn, 18183-0522.
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