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IN THE HNEHS

By Gary W, Cox

The CHICAGO T1 FAIRE is coming up Novambaer 12, 1988 1n Chicago,
iliinols. This vyear thae falre will be held at the Holiday Ina
located at 3305 Algonquin Rd., Relling Meadows, L 60008 (312}
259-5000 (1-800-367-7336) which i3 not far from O‘Hare airport.
Free limousine service is available to and from O’Hare airport and
the hotel. Hotel room rates are 355 for single, 3%5 For double
and $65 for Tower. Friday right, November 11th, & soclal wmixer
will be held from B8:00ps to 12:00pm with an admlssion of $4%.
Saturday, November 12th 18 the faire from 9:00am to 6:00pm with an
admisslon charge of 34, Seainars will ba held each hour 1In
addition to the exhibitors on the convention floor. Also Saturday
night, a dinner will be hald from 7:00pm to 9:30pm with an
admission cherge of $10.00, Sunday, Novesber 13th, the Chicago TI
Falre will be continued 1n Kilwaukes at the Quality Inn located at
5311 S. Howell Ave., Milwaukes, Witconsin from 9:00am to 5:00pnm.
For more information, call the Chicago User Group hotline st (312
755-0051 (24khrs - recorded messsge) or Fair Chairperszon Marcy Brun
at (312> 695-9291. Thelr BBS number is (312) 343-4136 (new
number).

Henbers of our group have attended the Chicage TI Falra for the
paat 3 year: now. Those who have already expressed some Interest
in going to Chicago this year are: Nac Swope, Gary Cox, Bob Jonews,
Rick Glisson, Hichael Dorman, Lynn Crow, Paul Howell, Richard
Hiller, Plerre Lsmontagne and Jamas Bennington - nat to wmention a
few wlves sare interested as well (there goes our wild party!).
Also, several out of town members plan on nmesting us there and
those 1include Jonathan Lealie from Olathe, Kansaa and Jim Johnson

fros San Antconio, Texas. If you ars not mentioned in this 1list
and nare interested, contact Mac Svope or myself. Of course, the
main concern is tranzportation in the form of cars... In the past
we have taken several caras and aplit fuel end hotel costs in order
to spend as wuch as poassible at the falre. In the past we have

usually left early Friday morning in ordar to resach Chlicage by
afternoon to attend the Fridasy night soclal mixer. We then left
Chicago early Sunday morning to make 1t back to Memphis by Sunday
night. As a suggeation for those whe can not get off Friday,
another ahift could leave Friday night to srrive Saturday sorning.
It"s a rough trip Cask Dicke) but 1t works... In the past we have
even rentad & motor home completa vith a generator to operate our
computers on the way to Chicago! We will discuss trip plans at
this wonths meeting.

Signed up to display at the Chicago TI Faire so far are Asgard
Software, B and D Computar Supplies, C and G Drives, Chicage area
Tl users group, Chicago Bl28 Urers Group, Bud Milla Servicaes,
Competition Computer, Data Systams, Geanial Computerware, Genle,
Great Lakes Software, Hunter Electronics, L.L. Conner Enterprise,
Kyarc Inc.. National Myarc Users Group, Ottawa Users Group {the
new DH 1000 is scheduled to be relessed at the fair), Rave 99 Co.
and Tl Users of Will County. Saminars scheduled so far are Chria
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Bobbitt demonsatrating new programs

Irwin Hott "How the TI 1s ugedgby aCOE;ngOu;e?EO:zgargafﬁft;:;:;

ﬁrelenting "hAdvanced Besic 9640" and Barb Higderhéld presenting
Video Flex'. I am sure more vendors and more gent will be

scheduled as the time approaches. eminars

Rumor haa it that & new and 1im

proved BH 1000 i1a unde
conatr:ctlon. Changes In the program are rumored to be ext.ngjver
30 extensive 1n fact, that the .
tnatead of DN 1000! pProgram aay be called DM 2000

Tevaments of 244 Ni1ll Road, Yaphenk, New York 11980 C3516) I45-2134
has offered our users group & 15% discount on all their software.

Plus, periodically special discounts will be of fer

ed, Currently,
the HKyarc Hard Disk controller 13 beilng affered for 3309.35
($299.95 1in quanity). Texanarts software products tnclude

Ti-BASE, TI Artist, Designer Labals, Artiat's '
through 7, Diaplay Master, Artist Extras, CSGD 1, ngglgfnéggba 31
CS6D Catsloger, CSGD Usar Diska 1 through 7, Rapid Copy Xé
Detective among others. Coming soon will be Artist Companton 'ﬂ8
CSGD Usar Diak #8, Hilton Bradley MBX Teater and Software Drlver;
among other new producta. Texsments also plans a special support
progras (mentioned in previous newsletters) for TI-BASE owners.

Horlzen Computer and Bud Mills Services have rel

eased a card
callad the P-GRAN card. According to thelr descriptilon, 1t will
gave and run modules compatible with the Gram Kracker or
Cart-Save. The P-Gram kit 1s $150 - with clock kit $20 more. A
;ully ansel?ltd E-Gran i1z $180; add an additional $20 for a clock.
or more information. contsct Bud Milla Servi
Dr. Tolede, OH 43614, rvices. 166 Dartmouth

Some discussion has been underws about increasin

calling area for the Hidnight HourYBBS. Currently gh;:: :zil i::i
in MHemphia, Tennessee and West Memphtis, Arkansas can call the EBS
without a long distance charge. The proposed Increase would
include the entire lacal Memph!s area network. In other words

anyone who can call Memphis without a long distance charge wnulé
be able to call the BBS without a long dietance charge. This
change would 1nclude areas arcund Meaphis suck as Millington

Colllerville, ete... This proposed change would be expenalv;
though and we would nead enough people 1n those areas interested
;nt ordﬁr to make 1t worthwile. If interssted, drop us a note to
et us know.

Remember that rumor that we had in the newsletter z
about Taxae Instrusenta coming out with a new conput:r?wg;:: rﬁ:éﬁ
has now apparently come true! Texas Instruments has announced a
new computer. Howaver, tt'a not aexactly a "honme computer' but a
computer specificelly designed for children. The computer comes
with a built 1in voice recognitilon aystem which recognizes *‘yes"
and "no'. The aystem 1s not TI99/4a compatible though. .. Y

Have a version 2.2 consocle which will not ru

cartridges? According to W. Jaeger of “Bytes and P?ec:::rgher:rfy
a4 cheap solution ($3.80 plus $3 ahipplng) which 13 to replace GR&;
0 in the console. You vill neaed part ¥101596D-1155 direct f
Tl. The chip 1as in & socket Ln thes console ao it won't even h:3;
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to be soldered. Also any other device which bypaases GROM O will
alao work such as a Gram Kracker or s GROM Buster device...

According to the Boston Cowputer Sccilety newsletter, Corsen Wyman
of Genlal Computerware of P.O. Box 183, Grafton, MA 01519 1ia
close to producing & new expansion box for the TI99/4A, Stnce
Ryte Data has apparently (haven’'t heard from them in a LONG time)
gone out of business (???), PEB's have been hard te find.

According to the Auguat West Penn 9%ers newaletter of Jeannetta,
PA, Program Innovators of 4122 Glenway Street, Wauwatosa, WI 53222
C414) 535-0133 18 offering a new game called TI-TRIS. Describaed
as deceptively simple, yet challenging, fruatrating and
vaddeningly addictive, TI-TRIS was prograasmed by twe Sovisk
prograsmera at the Computer Center of the Acadamy of Science in
Moacow. The progras was recently translated for the TI by Gene
Hitz of the MHilwaukee Area 99/4a user group. The program is
available on cassette or disk and requlires only Extended BASIC
(memory expanlon not required). Program sellms for $4.95.
Speaking of the Soviet Unlon... Back in the early sumser months,
I hed someone call me loocking for an extra console for a relative
who lives in Russia! It seens they use TI99/4a’e thers In thelr
schools. Recently I had a tsacher here ih Nemphils call aa asking
for information about TI99/4As that they use In their echool.
Looking around, you can find TI99/4A"s users active in using thelr
computers 1n most of the world. Wes evan have sembers of our group
in South Africa and Germany. The TI99/4a is alive and well!

I would like to end by asking for a favor, In December 1 will bs
graduating from Hemphis State University where I am majoring 1in
Computer Sysatema Technology and where [ will be recelving a
Bacheloras of Science in Enginesring Technology (BSET). The favor
that T would l1ke tc ask 1a help in finding s job here 1n Memphia!
Finding a computer related job here in Hemphis may not seem lilke &
big problems but the computer induatry is not very strong here and
many graduates in my category have had to move out of Hemphim to
find a Jocb which I DO NOT want to do! If you can help ae out in
any vay, 1 would greatly appreciate i1t!

FOR SAHLE

1 Blsck and Silver TI99/4a console, 1 grey TI99/4a console, Speech
Syntheszlzer, 2 TI Joysticks and sssorted cartridges. V¥i1ll taks
best offer. Call Kenny Rice at 393-4440 (local to Memphisa). For

outside Memphls the area code 1s (601).

Alsc check out tke Ffor =aslea table at the meeting for other
bargalns.




PRESENTS THE

6TH ANNUAL

T I Faire X
Convention

Supporting the Tl 99/4A Computer at

HOLIDAY INN

3505 Algonquin Rd.(Rt. 62), Rolling Meadows,IL
Easy Access fiom 1-90 & At. 53
Exhibits and Seminars

Saturday, Nov. 12, 1988
9:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.
Admission - $4.00

Social Mixer Dinner
Friday, Nov.11 Sat. Nov 12
8:00 - 12:00 P.M. 7:00 - 9:30 P.M.
Price $4.00 Price $10.00

For more info on the T) FAIRE or for Membership-Wrile:
Chicago T Users Group,
P.O.Box 5768341, Chicago IL 60657
or Call our Hotline: 312/755-0051

DSDD PLATO CONVERSION

By Michael Dorman

Introduction

One of the things I have bean quite Interested Iin was convertling
Plato from the original Single Sided/Single Density format te
Double Sided/Double Denaity. A while back, | ran across a text
file by Charley Susmerhill that explainad just how to do that.
The only dravback to hia technique was that 1t required several
toola to do the job. In his article, he used Advancad
Diagnoatica, Rapld Copy, the CorComp Disk Hanager, and DISK+AID teo
convert Plato to DS/DD. Later, Barry Traver i1ssusd an Extended
Bastc progras (PLATO/PREP) that simplified the procedure sonswhat.
Thisz progran and Charley’s article were published iIn Barry’s
excellent GEnial Traveler diskazine.

John Birdwell’s Diask Utilitiles verasion 4.1 or higher contains all
the Lools necessary to make these changes without requiring the
use of any other programa. This speads up the conversion time
tremendously. (Tha only possible exception to salely using Disk
Utilittes would be using a Rapid Copy to 1initialize DS/DD disks
before beginning the Plato conversion process. However, Disk
Utilitles has a pratty fast initialization tise without the
verification proceas and has the advantage of being able to format
ag we go.)

Thin srticle gives the detaills of how to use Disk Utilitles (DSKU)
to convert Plato diskettes to BDS/DD. The basic idea remsains
Charlay’'s snd 1 an grateful for the service that he has provided
to the 4A community. For the purposes of thia article, 1 will
assums that you have & 2 driva systen and that drive 2 1s DS/DD.
If you have a »wsingle drive system, the Instructions will at)ll
work For you. Just use DSK1 when I refer to DSK2 and remesber to
change diakettes accordingly.

Plato Diskette Organization

Plato diskettes have a fairly simple disk protection scheae. The
first 1e the disk protection that can bs 1installed with Disk
Hanagar Il. This siaply writes a "p" to sector O of the disk and
can enslly be changed with a sector editor. The wsacond form of
protectton for Flato diskettes 13 & moved flle directory. The
directory norsally resides in wsecter 1 and contains the file
headers. However, on Plato dlakettes the dirsctery 1s 1n sector
359. Sector 0, which caumea the disk directory to show the only
flle to be $%1, 18 not usad by Platc at all.

We can view the actual catalog by copying mactor 159 to aector 1.
This will allow us te not only see the directory, but will also
allow us to move or copy the files that are on the Plato diskette.
After any changea, howaver, we must remember to copy assctor 1 back
to sactor 359 mince the Plato intarpretar expeacts the file header
inforwmation at sector 359.




‘Since Plato packages generally contain 6 or fewer SS/SD flippy
sidens, nmost Plato programs will fit on a DS/DD diskette. There
are a fev that won't fit on one DS/LDD. In fact, one courase
contalna 14 =sides. We will desl with this asttuatlon later 1ln the
article.

For now, use a packsage vith 6 or fewar sides. Don’'t use one with
only one aide 1f you have othars avatlable. (If you don’t, then
you don‘t really need this anyway!) The 1natructions wi1ll use 4 as=s
the number of stdes 1n a package but 1t 18 easy to follow with any
number that will fit on one DS/DD diskette.

Instructions

STEP 1: load DSKU and make backup copies of the Plato
you are going to convert. Use the mector copy method.

diskettes

STEF 2: Initilalize a blank diskette tn drive 2 as DS/DD.

STEP 3: Choose "Nark Sector' frowm the Sector Utilities menu. Mark W

sector >167 (decimal 3%9) on DBSK2 as used. Thims will prevent us
from copying Files over the sector ussd for file headera for FPlato
diskettas.

STEP 4: Select "Edit Saector™ from the Sector Utilities menu.
Aftar inserting the firet backup Plato disketts in drive 1, select
drive 1 and sector >167., Press CTRL-P to printout the sector.

STEF 5: Select “Edit Sector’ to edit drive 1, sector 1. Enter the
same Information from the printout in step 4. This will copy the
file header i1nfo to & ncrmal T1 format., Thies will allow wus to

copy all the Piato files to the new diskette.

STEP 6! Seleact "File Copy" from the Flle Utilitiles. Copy all the
ftles on DSK1l to DSK2. Prass CTRL-P to get a printout of DSKI.
STEP 7: Repeat steps 4 8 for the following dilskettes. Copy all
the files axcept TIHENU and $$1 (thesa are duplicated on each
dlskette). When you copy DISKHENU from DSK1 to DSK2, increment
the fillename by 1 (m.g. DISKMENY, DISKMENY, DISKHENX). Preses
CIRL-P tc get a printout of each S5/5D Flato diskette.

STEP 81 Choowse "Edit Sector" and select DSK2, sector 1. Press

edlt sector >167 of DSKZ to match
info needed by

CIRL-FP to get & printout. Then,
that of sector 1. This restores the flle header
Plato Into the sector the cartridge uses.

STEP 9: Uming elther the file editor or the
the file utilities, find “BOOT" in tha file DISKHENU. Change BOOT
to DISKKENV. Find ths string “Selsct another diskatte” 1in
DISKMENU and change to ""Select Henu 2 of 4'" (4 assumes that there
are & diskette sidas in this Plato package - adjust accordingly.)
Do tha same for DISKMENV - change BOOT to DISKNENW and change
"Selact anothar diskette" to "Select Menu 3 of 4". Repeat untll
"the last file (DISKMENX) - change BOOT to DISKMENU and "Select
another diskette” to '"Select Menu 1 of &',

file mearch opttons of

STEP 10: 1Using the printouts of the Plato S$/SD diakettes, find
the files that match DISKMENU-DISKMENX. They are the remaining
f1lenames Cexcluding $31 and TIHENU)D. For each of thesa

filenames, zector edit the file to change the string "DISKMENU" to
the appropriate menu (l.e. DISKMENY, DISKMENY, and DISKMENX).
Since the first diskette correapends to DISKHENU, there 13 no nead
to change the file= that are on that diskette.

Conclusion

You should now have
probably with room to spare! There are two
arisps when making DS/PD Plato diskettes. One is the problem of
diskettes that only have one program on a side. On thess
diskettes there 132 no menu to select from and ths diaketts
autostarts. The method muggested by Charlie Summarhill 1s to use
a PISKMENU file froa another disk snd modify it to use the progran
name used by the dlskette (e.g. LESSON).

a complete Plato program on one diskatte -
occasions that =might

The other difficulty comes when the total files of & lesson add uwp
to more asmaectora than are avallable on a DS/DD diskette. In that
cane, you will nead to bresk the programs up Iinto 2 or, at the

mont, 3 parts. On the last DISKMENU file on aach half (or third),
leava the word BQOT and change the sanu to say ‘Change Disk-Ses
Henu x' where X will be the first menu on the next diskette. The
BOOT caumes the cartridge to go through a reboot sequence that

reads the next diskstte.

I'm
or,

looking forward to adopting the same ldeas to 3-1/2 diskettes
better yet, to & hard drive.

MUTUAL FUND RETURN

By Bill Gaskill

While there seems to ba any numbar of 99/4A programs around for

checkbook management, loan amortizations, mortgage projactions or
savings goals, few seem to be available for wuse In mansging
investment type Informatilon. I hava seen a coupls of nlce

programas for the stock market iInvestor, but a more timely prograns
today 1s one that deals with sutual funda. Kent Thompson has
awthored the bast one that I heve seen vyet, called HNutual Ffund
Hanager. It 1e a complete package that allows the usar to store »
data base of iInformastion on particular funds., It is available for
about $15 I belleve from

Real Estate Projections
409 Elberon Ave. #2
San Pedro, Ca. 90731

If you are serious about mutual funds than this is the program to
buy.
inveatment vahicle

Mutual funds are perhaps the fastest growlng
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today. The reason for their popularity 1s the fact that they
sllow Individual investors to put relatively =msmall amounts of
money into a pool of funds that s professionally managed, with
little or no feas or commissions, compared to tha alternative of
investing through individual 1investmant advisors or brokers.
While T am not going to go into tha intracacies and strategles of
mutual fund investing, I will explain how one can get started with
this comparitivaly new investmant vehicle, and how one who owns
shares or units 1n & fund can detersine the rate of return on

their Investment. The MWutual Fund Performsnce program that
follows this artlcle can be keyed in and run with only 16K and
Extended Basic.

There are actuslly seversi hundrad mutuil funds to choogse from
today and they come in variloua “*shapss and sizes*, meaning their
renks apan the risk scale from low-risk consarvatively wanaged
funda, to high-risk, very aggressive funds, and the 1nvesteent

gosls scale from Money Herkat Funds to the quicker yield sactor
funds. Vhich one(s) you decide to put your money into is usually
based upon the level of risk you are willing to eccept, your
investment goals and the '"track record” of ths fund(s) you are
considering.

RISK LEVEL:

The amount of risk you are willing to take 1» something you should
deteraine befors diving Into mutual funds or any other investmant
vahicle. To deterailns your rigk level you ahould considar;

Iinvestuent

L. How leng you are willing (or able)} to leave tha

tied up.

2. How devastating the total loss of your investment would be to
your personal finances and to you and your fantly?

3. whether you are inveating for long-term growth or whether You
naed the investment return(s) for income?

4. How much money you have to invest.

3. How auch time (or willingness) you have to devote to managing
your portfalio.

INYESTHENT GOALS:

Your inveatment goale play s big part in how much money you will
galn or lose on your lnvestments and most often how quickly the
gains or losses will occur. Tha thecry being, if you are willing
toe take bly riska Cat losing your money) then you should realizas
big returns for taking that risk. Thus, 1f You are a risk taker,
your investmant portfolio would be heavily welghtad towards Growth
and Income type mutual funds. This iz because theae funds are
gearsd tovards amsximum profit in minisus time. Your investment
goals sra what you hope to accomplish by seeking tavesting vyour
money with a mutual fund rather than sticking with that paasbook
savings or Christaaa Club account you may have used in the past.

CHOOSING A FUNDCSM
10

If you have the resources and the pstienca, you can track a
particular funda’ performance by reading the Stock Market pages 1in
your Sunday newspaper. Sunday papers aere used becsuse thay
usually have the msost complete and accurate quotes for the
previous weak. Since the Market closes at S5pm on Friday, thera Is
a whole day for the newspaper folks to get the information.

Tracking performance is a demanding task, but one that meny
Investors use. It also has the disadvantage of not bsing able to
tell you now, what the fund has done 1n the past. Past
performance information can be had from the Fund’s proapactus (if
you want to trust 1t) or one of the "‘monay’ type magazines.

Another method, which 1s a littls more costly, but probably lesa
rishy, and certainly less demanding, is to subscribe to a
“reputable' Mutusl Fund Investaent Newsletter. How you determsine

what “reputable” 1s, I will leave Lo you.

These newsletters are usually written by an "expert' or group of
“"experts’” in the fiald of Nutual Fund Investing. Moat often they
employ a forecssting model that ussas virtually the asame wethod for
deteruining Fund recommendstions that you would use if you resd
the Sunday newspapers for a consecutive time pariod, past history
Cperformance). Howevar, they also consider many other vartablas
that you and 1 sight overlook or do not have access to, such as
ecomomic indicators, political clisats, world prices ete.

mcdel portfolios that you may follcw
Cemulate) in your investments. The madels are based uwpon high,
moderate and conservative investment risks. The higher the risk
the higher the return. In investment jargon, high riak funds
would be called “agyressiva funde*. That aeans that the fund
Ranager(s) usually look for commen stock invastsents 1in
“un-favored” companies that they believe are golng to blossom. So
the fund buys low and then selles high whan the stcok goes up.

Host newslettars crerate

The newsletter 1m also a good place to begin your adventurs into
Hutuasl Funda since they list the nemes and often the dascriptions
of various funds that you might conmider. Hany newsletters also
li1st the toll-free telephone numbers of tha funds ao that you may
call and order a prospactus.

STARTING OUT:

Assuming that you have some method of determining which funds ts
invest in, the firat thing to do 1s find out how to get in contact
with the fund admintatrator(s). Virtually sl] wmutual funde hava
toll-free numbers for use In requesting a Prospactus. The obvioun
place to look for these nusbers is NOT 1n the yellow pages aa ona
might think, but rather in the trade publications or 1in ths
newaletter of a friend who 1e alresdy Lnvolved with Hutual Fund
Investing. Once you havea the telephons numbar and arae ready to

make the call, be prapared to request informatlon on spacific
funds (by the Fund’s name). Homt Hutusl Funds are “Famtlies" of
funds. This means that there are several different furds under

one adeiniatrator. This is neceswsry to meet tha varying demands
of the 1investing public and to optimize the use of investor
dollars by having a broad range of tnvestmant types. Not everyonas
has the same investment goaslas, nor 1s averyone willing or able to

11
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assume the same level of investment risk.

ir you don’t know the name of the fund you are interested in,
since hevapapers only provide cryptic asbbreviations for them when
thay are publiahed, ask for help from the person you talk to eon
the toll-frea line. Don‘t be afraild to be & little hunble and
adatt your novice status. A good Mutual Fund eaployes will ask
you what your investment goais are or perhaps ask whether you
would categorize yourself aa a conservative, moderate or
aggressive investor. Either wvay, they are trying to detersine
what type of fund you wmight be interested in, based upon your
investment goals.

Once you recelvs the Fund’a Prospectus in the mail (it’s freed,
you can try to read 1t from cover-to-cover if you want to. Some
are quite aeasy to read, some are like an accountant’s nightmare
and other:z are in-betwesr the two extremes. No matter which type
you recelve, all will contain certain information that you should
look for, sinca it diractly affects you and the money you will be
investing. The list that | am goilng to give you 1w based upon my
concerns. Yours aay ba diffarent or wmore demanding., so don‘'t fesl
thet I have 1listed ALL the guestions you =should be asking.
However, at & minimum. I think yeu should look for the anawera to
the folloving questionsi

1. How much Cif anything) doas the fund charge to join (the entry
fes) and do they charge you to buy shares or wunits? In other
words, 13 1t a LOAD or NC~LOAD fund?

2. Is there an minimum time you must keap your money in the fund
without paying & withdravwal penalty (an exit feed?

3. What are the sdministrative costa? No fund operatas for free.
You pay scmecne to meanage your monay for you.

4. What are the redemptlon procedures and what kind of a hasale
1a 1t to sell out?

5, Do they require a minimum dollar amount investment?

6. Do they offer telephaens redemptlon and/or telephone switching
betwaen funds in the ssm¢ family? How many times per year?

7. What kind of reporting procadure do they have for shareholders
and how oftan 1s 1t provided?

wWhile all fundas assess a management fee, meny today do not requira
s =sign-up fee. In othsr words, they sre NO-LOAD funds. Sone
funda however have a “hidden' load, one that ls assessad when you
try to sell your shares. Thims 1s an END-LOAD fund, as oppoaed to
& FRONT-LOAD fund. Front-Losd funds chargea you to get 1in.
End-Load funds charge vou to gst out, sspecially 1f you do so 1n
the firat 1-5 years. Read the Prospectus carefully to detersine
which type you are considering investing with.

A very isportant consideration In your declsion-making process is
the amount or percentage of the fund’s administrative fees. Nost
funds today, whether they are load or no-~load types, assess &
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"hidden' coat to you, in addition to regular administrative costs,
that the fund wuses to psy for things like their advertising and
marketing. YOU pay for thie because the law, under Securities and
Exchange Commlssion regulation 1Zb~1 allows it. There isn’'t msuch
you can do about tt, but you can mitigate 1t by chooming the fund
that has the lowest administrative costs otherwise.

An 1iwmportant part of the investment game 1B knowing when to dusp
your shares, when to sell out. Bacause you don’t want to lose
mONey, timing 18 critical. Thua, the fund that you are
invertligating should have telephone awitchlng or roll-over
privilegea. This aeans that i1t should offer Cand support) the
ablitty to mell your shares in ona fund, and either redeem them or
roll thes over intc ancother fund, by placing s telephone call. IFf
the fund provides for this only by mail, you must realize that you
will astill be or a ainking ahilp for the number of days 1t takas
your letter to get to the Fund Adminiatrator’'a office. Norwally,
you should be able to make a phone call, communicate your "ssll or
roll-over' order and then you are usually required to follow that
up with a letter confirming the order. The important thing s for
you to realize the Lapact on your money because of the difference
in procedures. Time is truely money in thess casss.

CALCULATING YQUR RETURN:

Assuming that you do take the plunge and invest ln ore or mora
mutual funds, you will want to monitor the perforsance of the fund
so that you can determine wheather or not the fund mansger |s
making you any monay.

The Hutual Fund Return program is aimed at doing that for you.
At the first prompt you will ba asked for the;
Analysis Length In Months:

Enter a nuambsr from 1 to 24. This figure 1s used to determine the
nuaber of months 1involved 1n the snalysis and to calculste sn
annualizad return. If the current month is January 1987 and you
bought 1nts the fund in December 1983, you would enter the number
14, which 1 the rumber of wmontha between December 1985 and
January 1987 inclusive. You would count January 1987 as one of
the months, even 1f the date you perform the analysis on 1is only
the first day of the month.

The next prompt asks for "Beginning Shares'. This 1a the number
of shares that were credited to your account on the month that
thi: analysis beglns. If you ares messuring parformance from the

first month you bought lnte the fund, make sure that the figure
anterad hera is the ona provided on your statement after any entry
fees are deducted. Thils Cand all remaining) inforsation should be
tncludad on the atatements that you receive from the manager(a) of
the fund. Alsc, ncte that soma funda ume the ters "units' instaad
of zhares. They are the same thing.

The next prompt, "Share Price Then', asks for ths price per share
pald, on the month that the analysis begins. This amcurt ahould
also be on your statement. It 1a the actual dollar flgure coat of
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esch share purchasad.

. 1] L1 L1 NOWlI ask
The next tvo proaspts, "Ending Shares and "Share Price '

for the esnding flgures of the same type of Information asked for
above. Only these amounta partatn to the ending month of the
analysls rather than the beginning month.

In the "Cash Dividenda...™ bleck, enter the dollar amount of ény
dividends or capital-gasina distributions that were patd to you
during the asnalysis perlod. Do not include any money that vas
ra-invested. Enter a zero {f no distributions ware paid.

The next two prompta ask forj

Investments In § and
Redemptions Qut ¥

In the "Investmwents In" block, enter the dollar amount of any
additional wmontiea pumped 1nte the fund aince the baginning month
of the analysis. Then, enter the dollar amount of any menies
taken out in the fors of redemsptions. Inter zeros in both blocks
1f neither apply to the period of the analyste.

Once thess figures ara sntered the program calrulaten an
annualized return that is displayed as a parcantsge galn or loss.

100 @=1 :: CALL CHAR(95,"00F 180 DISPLAY ATCLS,8):"Invest

F"3):: DISPLAY ATCZ,8)ERASE A mants In $":"Redamptions O

LL:RPTSC" _",28)1: DISPLAY AT ut 3" :: ACCEPT ATCLS,200:1

€22.8)1RPTSC" ", 28) 1 :1 ACCEPT AT(16,20)t1RO ::

110 IHAGE #4.%% % RI=11-RO :: RI=RI*.50

120 ON WARNING NEXT :: DISPL 190 SA=BIi+RI 11 SB-(C}+CD):R

AY ATCE,6):"NUTUAL FUND RETU {1 11 SCeSB/Sh :: SD=(SC-1)"1
L m

T?O FOR G=0 TO 14 1t CALL CO 200 SE=12/AL :: SF=(SE*SD)"L

LORCG,16,5>11 NEXT G 0a ¢

lhD(D!SPLlY ATC3.8):"Analysi ?13 EISPL?Y ATC18,8):"Rate o

angth In Months:i® it ACCE eturn Is:"

;TLAT23.27)|AL 11 IF ALL1 OR 220 DISPLAY AT(18,20):USING
AL>24 THEN 140 110:SF/100

150 DISPLAY AT(5,@):'Beginni 230 DISPLAY AT(23,@):"Preas

ng Shares :":"Share Price Th F9 to exit, or othar key t

an $" t: ACCEPT AT(5,20):1B5 o compute another one* 11 CA

:1 ACCEPT AT(6,20):3P :: Bi= LL KEY(3,E,F)i: IF F=0 THEN

BS*SP 230

160 DISPLAY AT(8,@):"Ending 240 IF E~15 THEN 250 ELSE RU

Shares 1*:"Share Price No N ‘

w 3" 11 ACCEPT AT(B,20)SI1ZE 250 CALL CLEAR :: PRINT "Pre

C731ES 11 ACCEPT AT(9,20):SP cise rate 133" ;SF/100 :: STO

N 11 Ci=sES*SPN

170 DISPLAY AT(11,@):"Cash D
tvidends*'t"Received Since':™

Beginning Month %' 1: NCCEP

T AT(13,202:CD

P
260 DISPLAY AT(18,20>:USING
110:5F/100

1%

SOAP BOX

By Gary W. Cox

This will ba our last naewsletter as this sonth will mark the
diacontinuation of our T1 users group due to lack of intersst...
Statements silnilar to that are being heard from sevaral T! user
groups across the country due to decresasing ussbership and lack of
interest by its mesbars. For quite some time ! had hopad that we
would ba spared this problem as attendance to mestings has been
qulte goad. However, last month a startlingly low nusber of anly
18 people showed up at our meeting! Since our group was formed
more than six years ago, an attendance this low has naver basn
recordad. It is very discouraging to the officers after wspanding.
a tremaendous asount of time during the month working for the group
then few pmople show up to & meeting. Heetings are the only way
that we can tell that snyone is intsrested. If no one shows up ve
have to figure that no one is interested. If thera 1ia ne one
interested thers i3 no need of doing all this work that we do!

Surprisingly out of town members are more active. I have phone
calls from thes asking for assistance. Thay call often to the
HidHight Hour BBS, write lettaras, request programs fres the
library, write newsletter articles etc... Hany of the out of town
meabars have expresssd regret that they can not attend ocur
mastings while those who live in town do nones of the above.

The point that | am trying to make 1s that we need the support of
our wmembership to continue. Support in things asuch sa» call the
BBS at least once, {1f you have a mcdea) comes to a meetlng at
least once every =1z sonths, writs a latter, write an articlae,
send us a postcard to lat us know that you are interssted,
valuntesr to halp out tn the group. Just anything but we nead to
at laaat know someons Ls out thera. Somstimes I wondar 1f anyons
aevan reads the newsletter as I aonstimes even get quaations sbout
subjects already coverad In the nawalettar.

Our group 13 here to support ownars of the TI9%/4a and Genave 9640
computers. Do you really realize vhat we have going hara? | am
not trying to put down any other brand users group but | doubt you
will find ams such going on in any of the other non-Tl group as wa
have here. For exampls, one of the largest groups in town charges
$25 a year asabership we charge 3515 (310 1f you Just want the
nawsletter). At one time that group didn’t svem wsall out their
newsletter. dcceass to their BBS 1s restricted to masbers only;
Hichae) offers a completaly FREE accezs systen. Qur newslettier i»
aven larger than many other brand user groups. Hany groups charge
up to $5 acceas charge to theilr library. Access ta our library ie
FREE 1f you exchange vyour disk for ours at a meeting and it 1=
only $2 per diak 1f you order through the mail. Prograss are also
FREE 1f you download thea from the BBS. We occasionally have
offers of dlacocunta on products. We help with aequipment and
software problems. Some people come to the maastings and other
club functions just for the soclal aspact. We offer everything 1a
our group at the abaclute minimum cost necessary for us to survive
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as we baraly break aven sach month...
group hss even decraased over the years with t

Membership dues
he additton of the
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in our

$10 option. I could go on snd on but I hope you get the point.

If you let 2 Tl user group dle then i1t 13 going to be difficult to
1f tha groupa start golng. vendors

find support for that machine.
will follow.

Hany groups across the country are faced with this
I had hoped that we would be immuna to much of theae probleas.
But now with attendance at a record low, we =&
into the aawe category. Hembership is down from a year ago from
9% to now B85 members while we still maintain a nevsletter

to members and other groups, etc.

what can you do to help? Farticipate 1n
ry year,

just come to a meeting once ave

of about 180.

20We Ranner.
at least ve know that you

to be

problas.
falling

matling

Evan 1f you

are still there. If you know of somaone slse with a TI99/44,

please tell him about our group

. Ne need to keep our

up. Encourage former nenbers to rejoin. Get

the 1dea?

nesbership

The alternative? Have you priced other cosputers lately? How about

software for such machlnes as I

dollars s nothing for a piece of IB
are paying prices ten times lower for programs thst may

functiona... Have you priced =

Prices for those are slmoat am bad ss for

BY compatibles.
K compatible software while we
do simulasr

Saversl

hundred

n Atarl or Commodore system lately?

1199/4a conscle and a cartridge
running without a lot of expsnsive squipment.

couplete TI99/4A nmystem now days for around $300.
IBH clone (plesse don't stone me!) but [ enjoy

more. 1t’s more frisndlier,

easier
equipment certainly costs lews than that of 1BM

11BN

clonen!

With the

you can have a fantastic ganse
You can pick up a
1 almo own an

my TI99/4a much
to use and the software and
compatlibles. In

fact, many in the group own other brand computer systems but atill
¥hile somse other

stick with their TI99/4s.

certainly can do mors 1nh some areas, you alaso pay for 1it.

brand

syntens
The

T199/4a im & great machine with whose potential is just now belng
tapped. Pleass don’'t lat the T199/4a diae!

As a nots of sncouragesant, 1 do not plan to let our group die.
As long as I am here in Memphls and two prople come to a
I will make sure that this group keeps going.

still the funneat and friendliest comp

fascinated by what 1t can do...
far from being reached as shown by the recant addition of prograas

like Talco and TI-BASE. OQur continued success or failure is up to
you. That's the scap box for this month.

CASSETTE DATA FILES
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mneating,

Thea TI99/4A 18

uter for wme and I

am .still

It’s fullest potentisl 1s still
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Some of you may not be avars

that
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you ecan

usa

your

P e St daddd

T Sedadadede dededadadubodafndnind

cansette

racorder to do wmore than ust bpave

cagsette can also store data fglas which o:aio.gaa E::grlzzio Y::r

izg:gle fby a running progras, modifted by the user, and saved fo:

P r; erence. By learning te uie the Basic commands OPEN,
+ PRINT #, and CLOSE # you can open up new horizons wltﬂ

your TI-99/4p
dansettte. / by being able to save and recall data from

One Important polnt to get clear first 1s the concept of

“Buffers'. Tha word "buffer" 1z us
ed to describe an area
go:put:r manory (or hardware) that ts used to temporarily -to::
ata at 18 to be written intc and out of the computer. Bufferas

are required whenevar the computer must ta
device which does not operatae ft the sane s;:e:r i:.tzﬁ t:h:no:::r
maner aa the computer does. For aexample, since you cannot type t:
fo;pute: speed, the keyboard on your machine uses a buffer to pass
? D;ll fon te the processor. Similarly, a ceszsetts recorder
siaply cannot handle data at computsr spesds, consequently the
;o-puter must use a buffer to tranafer information to the device
r:ef]y. a8 buffer is a block of memory of fixed si1ze which 1;
::.ziugﬁeg by & nuserical tag Cyou can have more than one buffer
aval .the Q ¥Vhen the data 1s to be transferred, the computer wiil
° e buffer with data urtil 1t ts full. Then the same buffer
1f read by a davice service routine at a speasad which ia compatable
with the output device. When the buffer 1s esptied, more dats is
written into |t until the data transfer 13 complets. An 1mportant
golnt to reslize 1s that the transfer of data fros the buffar to
fhc external device is done automatically only 1f the buffer 1Is
ull, If the buffer 1s only partially loaded when the aplication
program ends, this dats could be lost unless you instruct the
aystea to closs all open files (buffars). This will cause the
system to finlah dumping the buffer to cassstte. The last dat
iten is always an and of file CEQOF) sarkar. e

When data 1s read into the com
puter, the process 1
the computer lookng for the final .né of file lnr: r::er:;EtWI::

knows when t
device. o stop reading the buffer and shut down the external

As mentioned earlier, the buffers have a numaric

Basic or Extendad Baisic, you can apecify a taglf:il T.g; 25;n 1:;
e¢ach buffer being distinguished from others by the ta nun:
Buffer number O 18 reserved for systam ume and la lngfnct :E‘
keyboard Cand screen) buffer as mentioned earlier. ’You can. ul:
:Ezzrt::nb:?:efrf::rtat a time f:r different purposes, however the

at ars open at the sams time ie 1

default of . three C?). If you nead more than thre:.éggdbug?or.
opan, use the CALLS FILES(n) comwand whers “n" is any numbaer fro.
one (1) to nine (9}, Note that this will limit you to a maxinm N
of nine (9) open fi1les or buffers at one tims, The CALLS FILE.
comand must be used 1n the following mannar: s

NEW
CALLS FILES(n)
NEW
Now load your applicatien
program in the usual w
have the required number of Fftilew or buffers av:tl:gga?ou ;;tt

FILES wmay not be used 1in a
progran} it must be entered
command mode. Consaquently, any program reguiring more t;-ni:hﬁ::
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(3> buffers must have the appropriate CALL FILES executed first.
Each buffer that has besen

I reserved occuples 518 bytes of FKAM
Cexcept the first which takes up 1052 bytas) sc 1t 1s wise to keep
the required nuaber of buffers as low as possible to conaerve
nemory Space.

There 1s one important thing that should be mentioned:
DO NOT USE A PROGRAH TAPE TO STORE DATA! ! ¢t ¢ 't 1 ¢!

first to overwrlte a progran with a data

You would not be the
data flles on seperate

file. It Ls advisablae to aslntsaln your

tspes, preferably one file par tape to avold confusion.

OPEN & - This cosmand prepares the system to transfer data to an
accessory device. The buffer number (the Tl manual calls buffers

spacifiad by you as well as the device nane (such an
CS5.) to which the data 1is to be written. Additionally, you nust
specify the structure of the data file to be written on the
cassate., Untill you have pecome thoroughly femiliar with the TI
Ussr’s Raference Guide and you have gainad some experienca working
with cassette files, always specify "CSI1™, INTERNAL, FIXED for
your fila structure. Furtheraors, Yyou suat tell a the system the
size of the data strings to be written (so that 1t will know how
to read the dats back later) by placing 64, 126, or 192 after the
FIXED notation. You sust plan the maximum length of eac data itenm
to be satored; 1f you choose FIXED 64 in the OPEN statement and
then write a data item 70 characters long. the last s=six (6D
characters would sither be lost or would overflow into the dats of
the next character string producing an unwanted concantenation or
a “trashed file". On the other hand, Lf your string was only 60
characters long, the systen would automstically pad the string out
te G4 with dummy characters vhich are removed when the dats 1s

racalled.

"“files") 18

CLOSE # - This statesant will causs the computer to ampty the
spacified buffer numnber of pending data by coupleting the transfer
sequance. Treat OPEN # and CLOSE # statemants like matched
bookanda. Do not place any statements batwean the them that would
ceusa a transfer of the program control out of the program bliock
defined by these two statemetents. [f you experience a progras
arror massage during a file transfer ssquence, DO NOT USE FCTN
QUITt ¢ ! This will cause all data in the buffers to be lost.
Instead, type BYE, OLD, SAVE, LIST., or else EDIT & line number:
any of these actions will causs the buffers to close properly.

PRINT 8% - This causss the system to transfer Cprint) data FROH the
computer TO the device jdant1fiad by and 1n the format specified
by the OFEN atatement whose buffar number corresponds.

The system 18 now fine tuned to eliminate nolase. Enjoy the use of
your system now that it has been fine tuned for its optimunm

.perforwance.

from the CLUB 99 Newsletter of November

The article was copled
produced by the Attleborough, Hans.,

1984, The newslettar 1ia
Users Group.
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NOTICE

Inf
of zg:aiégsleg;:talsfgw;:izédBit; 18 accurate and true to the best
. s and opinions ex
:;?nisgsfggsizzzrlly ;hat of the M1d-South 99'2::?se3e ;21cz;:ség;
ons from our readera. Art
1 rticles
elsevhere &3 long as credit 1s given to the autho:a:ngene::§::zzid
SCROUP ITN¥FO ‘
Visitors and .
potential members may rece
‘ . ive 3 ;
g;bt;zstzhlli they decide_if they wiah to join (ne ggf?g::fue; of
On the, f? -] 1your label Ls a code. A Y means you are a nen§:r‘ N
peans thee; 1ist. UG means user group and S geans a buuine;s
A aeStar eien zsg ::t:ﬂeo?ebyfar’fzon that date your dues are due.
P : abel w indicate that our dt .
Jue. uT:; lﬁb:;r‘y 1s open only to FULL ($15) le)l:bers. u::br:re
2 e pe; no:th order diek library access 18 §2 per diak max :¥
5. Jiska par = order by disk nunber only. At meetings, 1lib
s E 1f you exchange your disk for ours or Slg " 18k

f

ligrar?::'a d:;g:;BSlSegg dalé nall order library rqu::tadlzt

1ibraria ! ? ues and correspendenca to group
CALEMNDMAIR

MEETINGS:

October 20, November 17 (3
, rd Th vt
WORKSHOPS: Cctober 22, Novenber 26 C4th Sa:::g:;;g

c9%9 CLASS: Every Thursday except meeting night, location TBA

Z2HR TI BULLETIN BOARD

The ATaAtehE. Hour BBS -
Dg{’ gasgh. 3C0/1200 bd
a2 -Qggéwfron Menphlz area for toll free call,

; >HOUP MAILING ADDRESS

3

301-735-9980

15t}
.n’f-! Mid-South 99 Usars Group
P.0. Box 38522

v Germantown, Tn. 38183-0522
LIBRARY ADDRESS
David Ferguson

3377 Creighton RAve.
Menphis, TN 38118

HEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAKE -
ADDRESS L :ig-go FANILY
CITY ST I1P L »00 JUNIOR Cunder 15)

} .
PHONEC__ > - :INTERESTS 41 $10.00 ASSOCIATE (N/L only)
EQUIPHENT, EIC.

Detach and natil with check
Pa ahl H -
P.O0. Box 38522, Germantown, %n. gath—g;gZ?OUth 99 Users Group,
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