[ — -

M
T
Thi
Re
14

/__/ 1240

NOTICES

EETING

oD P.H.

ursday, Decamber 15th
d Cross Bullding -

DG Central Ave.

Nrow_

AL CENTRAL

Jr

WORIKSHOP
9aa till Noon
Saturday

To Be lnnounced

Hid-South 99 Users Group
P. 0. Box 38522

Germantown,

TN 38183-0522

UG 2/86
| DALLAS T1 UBER GROUP

'P.0. BOX 29843
 DALLAB, TX 75229
!

16

"l"n.------q.,nu.--‘:-inl; AR

S S et




fadadadadede s £ TP P VFVPTINIPPF T Latatadid

L L o i A 0 P RS g o, ~

ﬁewuletter for the MNID-SOUTH 99 USIRS GROUP Vol 6, #i2 DEC;;1953
T 1T DB 1T T s K

OFFICERS

Mac Swope PRESIDENT 901-363--3880
Richard Hiller VICE-PRESIDENT S01-794-9945
Gary Cox SECRETARY 901-358-0667
Bob Jones TREASURER 901-363-9213

S01-732-5126
901-795-3287

Nidnight Hour BBS Sy=0p
Disk Librarian

Michaal Dorman
David Ferguson

Richard Hiller CO-Librarisn S01-794~9945
Hichaal Dormen Editer - Nevsletter 501-732-5126
Gary Cox Program Chairman 901-358-0667
Al Doas Information and Assistance 901-743-6781

Mac Swape Chatrman ~ Equipmant 901-363-38€0

DECEMBER 1988 INDEX
PROGRAH BIT Gary Cox Page 3
IN THE NEWS Gary Cox Page 3
FOR SALE Page 5
CHICAGO TI FAIRE REPORT Gary Cox Page &
GENEVE NOTES Eeery Hillar Page 9
IN THE HIDNIGHT HOUR ( Michael Dormen Page 10
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS Gary Cox Page 13

3

T

o P Pk T SN N I P 0 10 o O o Vot Yok, P N o o £33 S i et S B S o g ot ot 8t 0 oy o P O

PROGRAM BIT

By Gary %. Cox
6:00pm - Docrs Open.

6:30pm - Library Opens/Automated demo of Starfeet Technical
Drawings (Star Trek fans will like this one!).:

7100pe = 7:15pmn — Heeting begins, general discussion.

7:15pn -~ 7135pm - Demonatration by James Bennington of Nonopoly.

7:35pn - 8:00pm Demonsatration by Gary Cox of MauFlix.

B:00ps ~ 9:00pm - To Be Announced.
©:45pn ~ Library closes.

Plus this month will be our usual CHRISTMAS,PARTY complete with
snack food and moft drinks... Peel free to bring additional food
to add to ours! Plus the newslatter table will be open to view
newslettars from other groups and more... Pleass cone to the
biggest macting of the year... Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy

New Year!

IN THE NEHS

By Gary ¥W. Cox

Soma confusion exlsts concerning the Soap-Biéx article which
appesred in the October newsletter stating that “this will be our
laat newsletter'"... However, that statement was In reference to a
few other TI user groups, not ocurs! It was atated 1n that manor as
an attentlon getter and I guess someone read it as three people
have asked ma about Lt. Cur group haas plans to continue for a
long time to come. Speaking of the newsletter aevaral people each
month do not recelve their newaletter although all of them are
mailaed so 1f an 1ssue ever falla to reach you just call or write
and we will send ancther as the post office likes to use cur
newsletter to start fire places... Unlike some groups, who do not
send 2 newsletter each month, we send 12 issues a year so 1f you
are missing onea Just let me know... '

Nominations were taken last month for MSUG officers otherwlae
known as victoms. So far only one nomination for each office has
been made. The nominatlions are as follows::President ~ Gary Cox,
Vice-President -Mac Swope, Secretary - Richard Hillier, Treasurer
- Bob Jones. Additional nominations will be: taken up until the
mseting starts, writs in votas are also allowed and voting will
take place at this months meeting. :

Some interest has been expressed by a faw TII vendors in comming to -

a Hid-South TI Computer Falre. I would like to know if there 1s
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‘enough interest by meabers and area TI users groups in attending
such a fairs. Only 1f there 1s enough interest will we persue
such a venture so please write or call with your commenta!

_While at the Chicago Tl Faire we raceived 70 disks from the
Chicago TI Users Group to sdd to our library plus we have quite a
few othar Shareware and PD prograns to add. David 1a also working
on a new more descripltive listing of the library. I am sure he
eould use a few volunteers to assiat him...

In the MNovexber 8th 1988 Commercial Appeal (a local Newspaper) a
quite lengthy article appeared concerning local user groups. In
particular cur group was discussed in a 15 paragraph article. The
article not only mentioned our groeup and who we are but listed
reeting times. Othar local groups were mesntioned as well. Thixs
is one of the largest mention of user groups the paper has ever
done for user groups! In all the article on user groupa took up

::;g:t an entire page! Hopfully it will bring tn some closet TI

Those who missed the last neeting really atssed & good one. A
Burkftt who 18 respcnaible for some of the developgent In the ii::
1970's of some of early cosputer systens gave us a walk through
history showing some very interesting electronic gadgets! His
demonstration was followed by a2 Geneve/Hard Drive demo fromn Beery
Miller. Thanks to Allen and Beery for thelr efforts in putting
together thelr presentations. At the October measting we had a
complete tutorial of Funnelwsb which went over quite well. So we
will be trying in the future to conduct both a tutorial on some
sxisting plece of software or hardare that many pesople hava plus s
demonstration of a ney product or two ta try to keep a wide
variety of i1aterest going at the meetings. Also note volunteeras
are sti)] needed to f11l the offices of Program Chairman and
Equipnent Chatraan. Currently we own 3 complete systems, a huge
19 inch TV, 2 very large industrial TI printers and various other
iterns and we need people to astore these throughout the month as 1t
is nol sasy for me to sleep with a keyboard! If you can be of any
asmistance please contact one of the officers.

This nonths aeeting will be the usual Christmas neatin 1
with all kinds of food... Plus we will still be condugtT:;Pn;::
demonstrations of products obtalned from the Chicago T! Falre. It
looks like this will be another great meeting, don't miss 1t!

Looking to the newe Asgard Sofware of P.0O. Box 10306,

HD 20850 (301> 539-2429 will by nov have relessed PRESS word —o*
processor. Frogram sells for $59.95 plus $3 shipping and requires
a mninimum of 32k, disk drive and XB or E/A loader. Note that the
latest Tenex catalog advertises the program for only $49.95 plus
shipping.

Version 2.3 of Telco terainal program has been released. A few
bug correcticna have been made plus the addition of hard drive
support and TIBES Xmodem protocal..

Bud Hills Services of 166 Dartmouth Drive, Tolede. Ohio 43614
C419) 385-5946 has released the P-Gram card produced by John Guion
and Robert Jones. The gard alloews the user to save and load
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cartridges and then edit them among other featuree. P-Gram 1is
sinular to the famous Gram Kracker and 1s compatible with the Granm
Kracker files. The card requires 32k, a disk system and sells for
$180 C(assemblad) or $200 Cassembled with a clock). The F-GRAM
card 13 also avatlable in kit form 1f you would like to save monay
by constructing the card yourself.

New from Genlal Computerware of P.0. Box 183, Grefton, HA 01519
1s Firstbase providing what 1s described as [BK style database
which 1s eaay to use. Firstbase sella for $49.95. Also new is
Hypercopy, a fast copy progras written by Mike Dodd for the Geneve
9640. Hypercopy ia deacrtbed as so fast as to copy & DS/DD disk
tn 55 secenda plus can copy to and from ram disks and multiple
drives. Hypercopy emells for $20. Ancther new 1tem is Triad which
ias a program combining a disk manager, text editor and terailnal
ernulator all in one. Trlad sells for $20 plus $1 =shipping. The
next new program 1is Browae, a text management program providing
the easy managswent of text files... The progras sells for $10.
Yot another new program 1s Haxflix which will read Haclntosh
graphic files and convert the pictures to TI-Artist format,
progras sells for $15.. Furthersora, another new program is '
Picture Transfer for the Geneve 9640 which will tranafer pictures
batwaen formats. Picture Transfer sells for $30. All prograns
require at leant XB or E/A locader, 32K snd a disk system and will
run on the TI99/4a and Geneve 9640 unlesa notad as runaning only on
the Geneve 9640. To receive a descriptive catalog of thelr
products send a self addreaszed stamped envelops to the above

address.,

Miks Connel is attewpting to form a Myarc Users group, those
interested can write to Hike at 11011 Ellwood St., The Woodlands,

TX 77380 (713) 367-1047.

The latent Tenex and Triton cataleg (fall) has advertised some
interesting new products. Among the new products are cartridge
versions of once disk only games. Among the ‘gemes is Micro Tennls
Cexcellent!), Micro-Pinball (fantastic!), Beyond Farsec and Rad
Baron flight simulator. From looklng at the picture of FRed Baron
flight simulator it appears to be the =zame flight ainmulator called
SPAD X1II Mark 2 which is only available on diak. If you do not
have one of thelr catalogs call Ternex at 1-800-348-2778 amd Triton

at 1-800-227-6900.

We will hopefully have reviews of many of the above new products
soon both for the newsletter and at the meetings. The TI99/4a is
far from dead with these and other new products coming out!

FOR SALE

PEB, TI SS5/SD drive., TI 32K, TI RS232, 1 Black and Sitlver consocls
and 1 white conacle, 2 tape recorders, monocroae monitor and
miscelanecus softwars. Best reasonsble offer accepted, 1If
interestad call Billy Landers at 767-5808 Chome) and 794-8458

5




Cwark).

Check the for sale table at each neeting for more deals..

CHICAGO TI FAIRE REPORT

By Gery W. Cox

November 12th, 1988 marked the fourth year in a row that I have
attended the Chicago Tl User Group Falire and in ay opinion this
was,the best year yet! TI cwners from around the globe came to
this years falre. Most notably TI’'ers camne from Cangda, Germany,
Neatherlands and of course the U.S.A.

Thia year the faire was held in the same hotel as averyaone weaa
staylng rather than the usuval place of Triton College. The failre
svents began with the Friday night social aixer which gave TI'ers
the chance to socialize with each other and discuss topics of
interest. Hank Ellermann President of the Chicage TI Users Group
hosted the meeting with a general intreduction of TI personalities
followed by a discussion concerning Myarc but wmost notably a
discussion of the ethics of Texcomp eligibly selling Sharevare
programe for $4.95 each without the author’'s pereiasion. Although
1t seems many are diacontent with the athics of Texconp no one has
reported any probless In receiving ttems ordered from thea.

9:00an Saturday morning a long line of pecple walted ocutside of
the faire exhibit floor walting for the faire to open, Display:ng
at the falre was Asgard Software, 2 and D Coaputer Supplies, Bud
Hills-Sarvices, Cadd Electronics, C and G drives, Chilcago TI Users
Group, Chicago B 128 Usera Group, Competition Computer, Data
Systens, Fox Valley Users Club, Genial Computerware, Genie,
Delphl, Great Lakes Software, Hunter Electronics, L.L, Conner
Entersrise, Nicropendium magazine, Hidwest Englneering
Consultants, Milwaukee Users Group, Myarc Inc., Natlonal Myarc
Users Group, Qttawa Users Group, Rave 99 co., Texaments, TI Users
of Will County, Tigercub Software, St. Louis 99er Users Group,
Genlal Traveler Diskazine and catalogs from Triton products.

At 10:00 e:minars began atarting with a demonsatration of PRESS
word proce ;aor written by Charlea Earl Cauthor of Telco) and sold
by Aagard ‘oftware of P.0. Box 10306, Rockville, MD 20850.
Unfertunat :1y PRESS was not ready for purchase but liked orly a
few weeks jefore it would be released. Press was described as
"what you :ee 1s what you get”. Thus what you see on the screen
18 what yo 1 gat when printed. Alsc described as “taking all the
good featu-es from all the word prccessors on the market” (TI and
the PC wor:d) PRESS looked very impressive. PRESS 1a compatible
with files from TI Writer and in fact the manual references many
features f-om Tl writer 1n order for the user to easily use PRESS
with what 18 already understood with TI Writer. The program even
taker advantage of whatever hardware that you own such as RAM
disks, super cart, hard drive, 80 column dlsplay (will display 4D
on standard 93/4a but will window to 80 like TI.Writer) but will
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run vith a ainisum of a TI99/4a, 22K and 1 S5/SD drive.
Furthermore, PRESS supports HACRO's, lins graphics. many different
printers and has s limitless text buffer limited only by the size
of storage device that you own. Also included 12 a bullt in
100,000 word dictionary with the ability to add more words to the
dictionary. PRESS raeally does look impressive and will surely be
a giant leap forward in word processors for the T199/4a and Genave
9640. PRESS locks in zome ways similar to Telco with the same
type of pull down menu’s. By the time this issue of the
newsletter 1s out PRESS should be released. .

Genlal Computerware of P.0. Box 183, Grafton, ME 01519 had many
new products as well including a new database cslled FiratBase, a
new high speed copler for the Geneve called Hyparcopy, plus
another program for the Gereve callad Picture Transfer which
transfers pictures between formats... Alac new waz Triad: a Diak
Hanager, Terminal Esulator and Text Editor all irn one. Another
new ltem was Browsa, a new text utility ts aid in tha management
of text files. Also on zell was the new program Kaxflix which
will allow the 99/4a or Geneve 9640 read Hacintosh graphic files
and save then in TI-Artist format as well as print the pictures to
a printer. Hacflix is certailnly a very ilspressive program opening
up compatibly with graphic formats basides RLE, GIF and the
regular TI format pleturaes. )

On display from Cadd Electronics of 52 Audubon Road, Haverhill, Ha
01830 (603D 395-0119 wae the new Gram Kracker simllar device
called the Gramulator. The device looks much like the Grasm
Kracker and ia ln fact compatible with Gram Kracker flles. The
Gramulator will allow user modifications to the Tl operating
system, load and save cartridges, sdit cartridges prograns among
other features... One 1tem that I noted about the Grasulator was
the fact the battery 1s now on the outaide.of the cabinet!

Bud Mills of Bud Hills Servicas located at 166 Dartmouth Drive,
Toledo, Ohio 43614 (419) 385-5946 was displaying their Horizon Ran
Disks as well as a new device called the P-Gram card which is also
a Gram Kracker similar device but In the form of a card for the
PEB. HNote that the PGRAM card and the Horizon Ram Disks are
avallable in kit form 1f you would like to save monay by putting
tham tcgether yourself, 1 would like plece & note of thanks to
Bud Hilla who gave cur group a small donation in order to help In
our costs of printing the newsletter. Thia guy 1s really soascore
who will bend over backwards to help cut a fellow TI'er!

New from Texaments of 244 Mi11ll Road, Yaphank, NY 11980 516 345-
2134 1s Starfleet 1, 2 and 3 which are excellent drawings of ships
from Star Trek including vesssls from the new and old =meries plus
the movies. The drawings can be read by any TI-Artiat compatiblae
program. The packags sella for $9.95 plus shipping and ia well
worth 1t for any deveted Star Trek fan!

From Rodger Herritt was saveral nav programs ona czalled Picture It
which produces some absolutsly fantastic banners unlike any that I
have ssen before. With Picture It text, plctures and different
fonta can all be mixed together in all sorts of ways! Roger alsc
sells mome other interesting graphics programa. For more
inforaatlon vwrite to him at 1949 Evergreen Ave. Fullerton, CA
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92635. Phone (714) 990~-4577.

Competition Computer of 2629 Naticnal Ave. Hilwaukee, WIS. 53204
C414) 672-4010 had qulte a supply of hard te find Tl products plus
some used equipment !ncluding such items am PEB‘s, conscles to
name 2 few...

Barry Traver had a table setup selling subscriptionsz to Genlial
Traveler diskazine. Subscription 1s $36 for six issues... For
more information wrlte 835 Green Valley Drive, Philadephias, PA
19128 (215> 483-1379.

L.L. Canner Enterpplses was displaying, asong other productsa, the
new Turbo Pascal 99, Rave 99 displayed their replacement
keyboards and speech synthesizer adaptor cards. OGreat Lakes
Softwere was selling all of thelr products at a faire discount of
$10 each! Gene Chandler of Great Lakes Software mentioned to me
that he 1s working on a new software product but did not
elaborate. Genile and Delphi was also present selling
subscriptions to their services as well as Hicropendium was
presert selling subscriptions to their magazine.

Everyone was diaplaylng products both old and new. As for those
of ua from our group who attended the fairas (Mac Swope, Richard
Hillier, Gary Cox, James Beunington, Paul Howell, Jonathan Leslie,
Michael Dorman, Jim Saemenes, Jin Johnson and Jack Sorrell) spent
quite a lot and brought back with us quite a load?

We also won quite & few prizes! Friday night at the soclal mixer
Jack won some spftware folleowed again by winning more scftware
Saturday. Saturday at the faire I won a Qscar Databar reader
folloved by Paul winning a boock, Richard winning Browse and Hac
winnirg a T-Shirt! Furthermore, 1n the Chicago UG library exchange
progrem 70 dlsks of programs were glven to our group which will
goon be added to our library. Plus I purchased some publlic domaln
programs which will also soen appear ln the library. As for new
prograns purchased 1 am not sure what all we got, some of the
ttems 1nclude Calendar Haker, Haxflix, Browse, Hypercopy. Graphlcs
Expander, Picture It, Starfleet drawingz, Batch-It, Beyond Video
Cheas, Monopoly to name a few, One very neat Shareware progran
obtalred was Bnimated which creates some fantastic animated
graphic sequences. The public domaln programs will be appearing
in the library and the other progrars will soon be reviewed in the
newsletter and demonstrated at future weetings.

Famouz TI personalities could be seen throughout the faire
including Barry Traveler (Diskazine), Charles Earl (Telco), Chris
Bobbitt (Asgard Software), Peter Hoddle (Genlel Computerwared, Art
Byers (Delphi), Scott Darling (Genle), Terrle Hasters (La 9%ers),
Bud Mills (Bud Mills Services), Gene Chandler (Great Lakes
Softwere), Jim Peterson (Tigercub Software) to name a few!

Although attendance at the faire was down from 700 to about 600
thi1s year a few vendors whon | spoke with maid thst business was
very good and 1n fact some even sold out of sonme items!

Out of all the years that I had attended the falre I think that I
enjoyed this one the most. [ cengratulate the faire planning
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staff and especlally Marcy Brun (Falre organizer) for a job well
done! In all I took 48 pictures at the failre! If anyone would llke
a copy of the plctures just call wme at (S01) 358-0667 and I will
get duplicates made. We will have more news on the falre next
aonth as this has been a very busy month for me...

CENEVE NOTES
By Baery W. HMiller

Well, it looks like something near the final operating system for
the Geneve 1s quickly approaching. Having previewed HDCS V1.11
and V¥1.14, I can say they are definite lmprovements over V1.06 and
¥1.08 we have seen. 3Still puzzling me is or must be, the apparant
change of vartous HDOS XOP‘s in at least the video library. It is
nost likely a programming error in my fault, however up to Vi.ll,
I had not encountered these problems until Vi.14 was booted. What
can I say? Look out for XOPS$S3 that will be an update to XOPS2 for
tha video library.

What else is happening? By the time this newsletter is printed,
the first edition of 9640 News" will be In the handa of
subscribers with some very interesting software. Hore about that
next month as the surprise 1s for the subscribers first.
Additional ecftware ham been released for the 9640 1n the past 6
weeks. The addition of HYPER COPY has been a tremendous boot and
I should commant that under certain conditions (user specifled),
great delight can come fros this program. Also, it appears Tonm
Freeman has release DISKASSENBLER for the 9640 under MBOS. Quite
an achlevenent from my understanding. One last program to be
went toned 18 JUMP BOOT V2.0. This 1# a mpaclally formatted disk
with an install utility providing both rapid locad (4-5 secs) for
SYSTEM/SYS and quicker load (™10 seconds) for GPL. HYPER COPY and
JUMP BCOT should definitely be on you Christmas list. Not
discrediting DISKASSENBLER, however it too 1s a fine program that
will find a home with program developers. | would anticipate
seeing additional prograsa of these high caliber as the Geneve'y
final operating system la completed.

One other commercial prograc for the Geneve should be mentioned
and that is Picture Transafer. It !s by Paul Charlton and is an
enhancement to his GIF program. If Picture Transfer i1s half of
any the programs Paul Charlton has released before, this should be
another definlte program to purchase. Many thlngs are happening
with the Geneve including enhancements we have seen auch aa Telco
and the future Press. 1 personally can not see vhy a Geneve 18
not in everyone’s bast interest. One last comment before [ leave.
The Geneve 9540 can be so fast that it can read into the computer
358 aectors in 4 mecands from floppy disk. Do you know of any
other computer that can match that?
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IN THE HMIDNIGHT HOUR

By Hizhael Dorman

THE_ANNUAL TREK

November 11th - 13th was the weekend of the yearly pilgrimage tc
Chicage. 1 was fertunate enough to redeer my Piedaont frequent
flyer miles for a pald TI weekend (First class round trip, free
weekend at the O'Hare Marriott, and a Hertz rental car.)

I left early Friday afternoon and had a very enjoyable flight tinte
Chicago (via Charlotte, North Carolina the long way around!) After
checking in to my hotel, I arrived at the Hollday Inn in Relling
Headows Just in time for the mixer. As usual, Jonathan Leslle had
a notsble 9%r cornsred. And, alsc as usual, I proceeded to Join
in. This yvear the victim was Charles Earl, programmer of Telco
an’ Presa, After several ninutes cf lively and infornative
coavarsation, 1 toured the room and reacqualnted mnyself with
sevaral people who I know primarily from the national networks
C(CompuServe, GEnie, and Delphi) and previous TI Faires. After a
short while, 1 declded to make an early evening since [ was
staylng in ancther hotel.

Saturday was a typlcal TI Feire day. Light drizzle and cold
winds. The falre 1tself was different. Slnce it was held in a
hotel for the first time, the surroundings were different. I
believe 1t was nuch nlcer because attendees (most of then, anyway>
could go back and forth from their rooms to the faire. The
physical layout of the main room allowed for a more open and lese
crowded feel than 1n previous years.

Vendors scemed to be doing & brisk business. Several i1mportant
pleces of moftware made thelr debut at the faire. Gental
Computervare intreduced Plcture Transfer and HyperCopy for the
9640 and Browse, MacFlix, FirstBase and Triad for the 4A.

hsgard’s most anxlously awalted new product Press was demonstratad
and orders were belng taken. Press, however, was not completely
finiahed by the tine of the faire. Asgard had several other naw
products as well. MAnother vendor, CompuDine, had several new
products that were extremely interesting. Almost all were
graphtics and printer oriented.

The Myarc Hard/Floppy Controller card was not available at the
falr however. The only copy on a vendor’'s table was marked sold.
Evidently, the demand for the HFDC 1= extremely strong. Since the
HFDC was the itew I most wanted to buy, I decided to buy software
with ny money instead. 1 wasz also able to buy s drive case for
$10 and a printer AB switch for $8.00.

! attended twe sesslons Hyare’s and Genlal’s. Peter Hoddie with
Paul Charlton and Wayne Stith introduced Genlal Computerwsre’s new
products. Myarc demcnstated the HFDC card and an early veraion of
GEHE. An attempt was made to demonstrate Advanced Basic but was
unsuceessful. Jack Riley of Myarc vas available after the session
to help sclve various users’ problems with assorted Myarc
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products.

Later that evening, the Hemphls connection decided to go eat and
took off In three separate vehicles. After a gemi-amusing side
trip or two, we finally arrived at a restaurant that no one had
heard of nor knew anything about. The meal turned out to be very
good and a fine time was had by all.

The next merning, at the last moment, I decided to drive to
Milwaukee. The Hilwaukee fair was a much amaller, celaer event
than the Chicago falr. Most of the vendors at Milwaukse were at
the Chicage falr, but there were one or two different ones. One
of them, Computeras and Crafts, was aelling two Hyarc HFDC cards.
Well, of course, I couldn’'t withatand that temptation. So, having
alraady apent my trip budget on software, ! proceeded to buy one
of the cards! Gulp.

Since I had to catch a plane home Sunday afternoon, I could nat
stay in Hilwaukee long. After talking to Barry Traver for a few
ainutes and buying CompuDine’'s Fora Shop prograa at the last
noment, ! returned to Q0'Hare for my trip howe. I returnaed hoaze
Sunday night broke but happy. Just ona more year to next faire.

THE HIDNIGHT HOUR BBS

Some of you may have notlced a change in the BBS. The board i=
now 2400 baud! Actually, it has the potential of being $600 baud
CHayes style) in the near future. Ny long anticipated Hayes V
Saries 9600 final ly arrived,

The board now has an up to date listing of other Hemnphtas BBESs
courteay of Gary Cox. As usual, the last month or two has seen an
increase In T1/9640 downloads. In fact, I had to decrease the
message base (it had a couple of thousand messages in it!) and
delete zome oldar !BM and Picture downloads. In case you missed
it, the board and the HidSouth 99 Users Group were qulte favorably
mentloned in the last Computer Shopper.

Another fairly new feature ts the Bible door which allow searches
of any phrass or word Cor combinatlons). Other door programs will
probably be added {f I can find the time and the disk space.
Hopefully, [ will find some extrs time in the next month.

I1S_IT WORTH IT

Every now and then something new comes along to make my systen
brand new sgain. The Joy of having a computer becones aultiplied.
Sonetimes it’s new software (Funnelweb, Fast Term, Telco);
sometimes 1t’'s hardware (GramKracker, ran disk, 9640.3 This tine
1t’'s the Mysrc¢ Hard/Floppy Drive Controller card.

Yem, i1t’s worth 1it!

The sbility to have all of ay most umed software at hand 1a an
incredible gift. My HFDC (after s brief visit ts Myarc for
repair) works fantastically well. Coupled with the power of
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either a Gram Kracker-type device or a Geneve (better atill!l, the
99 jolrs the working world. This card Cand drive) has put the
wonder of the computer back Into my life.

NEW STUFF

Got lots of 1t! (See By comments 1n the Chilcago saga.) There are a
bunch of really good new software out there. One of the things
that caught my eye 1s Farm Shop by Rodger Herritt (CompuDine)d.
Although 1 have found a few glitches with my Geneva, Forwm Shop
runs smoothly with my 43, Form Shop 1s one of those programs thst
fita & need that other prograns have not addreased. It’'s
refreshing to see a prograa that 1s not another variation on &

theme.

If you have used a printer with an IBM, you are probably aware of
the 1BM extended character sst. This character set allows the
eany use of line drawings and other IBM charactars (llke the
1ittie faces and poker card sults.) Becausme of this character set,
noest IBM word processors can aaslly draw tables, organizational
charts, and the like. Well, now this power ls avallable on a TI

w/32K and disk drive.

The program uses the CTRL-U edlting commands to redefline aacii
characters to the IBH extended character set. Since the progranm
copes with tts own modified editor and foraatter, the word
processing environment 1s Just like the TI Writer environment. A
sinple and well done tdea. Highly racommeunded for any one with a
neaed for printed tables, graphs, forms, double lines, boxesm, etc.

WE NEED YOU!

We need you to szend us reviews, articles, programs for publication
in the newsletter, Help us out by sending us your views on
software you've purchased or by sharing tips on progranring or
using programg. The newsletter reflects the interesta of those
who contribute. Some of us may have intereats that do net reflect
widely the intereats of most of our usera group. That’s why we
nead &8 varlety of people to write for TIdblts.

1f you have something to contribute, don’t hesitate to upload 1t
tc the board, give 1t to Gary or pyself or mail it to me. We’'d
greatly appreciate it

WRAP_IT UP

December 1988. Another year. It’s been a good ysar for me and [
think 1t’'s beer. a good year for 99 users. Qur "orphan' has its
own family and 1s still growing.

Merry Christaas to all of you, my fr1ends. And have a great nev
yaar!
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QUESTIONS AND ANSHERS

By Gary W. Cox

¥han I format a d1sk should I verify 1t? Verifyin e

foruatting Calso known as inltlaliz{ng a dluk)ydeget:1n:;H?f":;2
disk formatted properly without any errors. DHI000 gives the user
the option verifying or net verifying by typlng a Y or N beside
the Verify question. When the disk 1s being verifyed the computer
counts through each sector of the disk to verify that each sector
ip good after being formatted. If a sector ts found to be bad
Ccomputer 1s unable to read and write to that portlion of the disk)
that sectoar itz locked off mo that 1t can not be used. After
verification a 100% good disk will show 2 used on the sector
information. If a bad sector was found it would show 3 used, if 2
bad sactors were found it would show 4 used and 3o on. Howe;e'
note that when using the Disk Maneger 2 cartridge the sector -
information will show 0 used on a good dlak and then 1 used fo- 1
bad mector and so on. 2 sectors of the disk are actually used to
store directory infermation Cthias !s how the computer finds
prograns on the d1sk). The diak manager 2 cartridge Jjust doesn’t
tell you 2 sectors are used as 1t =ays tliat 358 are svallable [on
S5/5D dizka) and O uzed while DH1D0OD 1s actually providing nor;
correct informatlon that 360 mectora are avallable and 2 used.

The amount of mectors available are still 358 fecr single sided
single density disks (S5/SD). '

In short, when using DMIOCO if more than 2 se

. ctors ¢ d
after formatting, 2 bad sector(a) was found on the d?::.upw::§
using the Disk Manager 2 cartridge if more than 0 is found used
after formatting, &2 bad sector{s) wazs found.

Thus 1t 1s advisable to verify a disk when fornattin because
the diak was not verifyed and later on when usilrg thg dku: a bgg
sector 1s attempted to be written to a write error may occur or
aven worse data may be lost from m bad sector 1r which data 1is
written to. Since disks are so cheap now days 1f 1 find a bad
sector on a disk [ usually thow that disk away a= ¢ne sactor could
mean that other sectors are weak and could eventually cause da:a
to be loat. Note that 1nitlalizing the diak only takes a shor
time, the verify process is what takes =m0 long. That 1s why the
option to verify or not to verify waa added intc the DH100D
progranm.

One final note, Disk Manager 2 will alwa
, ya verify the disk after
formatting, DM1000 allows you the optlon of not verifying if you
are 100% sure the disk 13 good. Note though that 1f errors are
;fcilges :: s;veral disks the problem may not neceszsarily be a bad
= u e drive may need cleaning.or b -
R o reelt [+] a problem 1.ay exist wi-h

13




o P e S S LB

At 2 e s it i

s e nr iy

14

PUFVFRPTERPYR ot ot ot 2 - e s oo

NOTICE
Information contained in T1dBits 1s accurate and true to the best
of cur knowledge. Viewpoints end opinlona expressed in Ti1dBits
are not necessarily that of the Hid-South 99’ers. We welcome any
opinions/corrections from our readers. Articles may be reprinted
elsewhere as long a3 credit is given to the author and newslatbter.

GROUPYP INFO

Visitors and potential mexbers may recelve 3 frea 1ssues of
T1Dbits while they decide if they wish to join (nc obligation).

On the top of your label is a code. A Y means you are a member, N
moans 3 free list, UG means user group and S means a business.
Beside the Y 1s a date, one ysar from that date your dues are due.
A dollar algn ($) on the label will indicate that your dues are
due. The library is opsn only to membars. Library list is §1i.
¥ail order disk library access 1s $2 per disk max of 5 diska per
month order by disk number only. At nestings, library sccess is
FREE 1f you exchange your disk for ours or $1 per disk for our
disks. Send all m&il order library requests to librarian’s
address! Send dues and correapondence to group address.

CALENDAR
MEETINGS: December 15, January 19, February 16 (3rd Thursday!)
WORKSHOPS: January 28, February 25 (4th Saturday!)
c99 CLASS: Every Thursday except masting night, location TBA.
24HR TI BULLETIN RBROARD

The Kidnight Hour EBS 300/1200/2400 bd S01~735-9980
Dial 735-9980 from Hemphis area for toll free call.

GROUY HMAILING ADDRESS
Mid-South 99 Users Group
P.0. Box 38522
Germantown, Tn. 38183-0522
LIBRARY ADPDRESS
David Ferguson

3377 Creighton Ave.
Menphis, TN 38118

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAKE 1! $15.00 FAaMILY .
ADDRISS L | $10.00 JUNIOR Cunder 15)
CITY ST ZiP

PHONEC_ 3 = T INTERESTS

EQUIPHENT, ETC.

Detach and maill with check payabla to: Mid-South 99 Users Group,
P.O0. Box 38522, Germantown, Tn, 38183-0522.
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