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PRESIDENTS BIT

By Gary W. Cox

LT TR

Looks 1ike | am once agsin President of the Nid-South 99%ers!

Looking back at 1988 we had some up and downs. The up side of
1968 included the continustion with our NACC computer fairs with
1988 being the blggest yaar yet. For the first time ever an
entire page In the papar was devoted to user groups with s very
favorable mention of our group! Computer Shopper listed Nichael’s
BBS as one of the best 1n the country. Last year was slso the
fourth year in a row that we attended the Chicago TI Fatre. 1968
was the year we sav the emsrgence of some fantastic new software
such az Telco 2.3 and Arckiver 3.02, new versions of older
programs such as Funnelweb 4.12 and the saddition of zome fantastie
new commercial software such as Press Word Processor, Pirst Base
and TIBASE... Support for the T199/4a remains atrong and 19688 has
shown that the power of a computer is not nacessarily in the
abilities of the computer 1tself but in the abilitles of the
prograamers who program 1t.

Looking at the bad side of 1988 we saw the apparent failure of
Ryte Data and s national problem of dropping membsrship 1n the
TI99/4a user groups contributing to the failure of assveral TI user
groups acrosa the country including thres groups on our newsletter
exchange list...

What do we have to look forward to in 19897 I think that we will
continue ta see the development of naw software and hardware for
the T199/4a and Genave 9640 as well as new versions of existing
softvare and tmprovements in exlsting hardware.

A strong base of devoted TI99/4a cwnersa st1ll exist but 1t is up
to esch and every one of us to kee¢p the support going. As
President of our group I wint to ses us continue to grov and werve
our semberehip. I would like to contlnue to incresase our library
and sake 1t more accessible to the menbarship. | would like
rearrange tha format of the nestings to provide not only a
denonstration of a new product esch month but s tutorial on a
popular plece of exlsting softwars. In short I would like to
provide somsthing of interest to evearyone at each mseting. Our
group 1s here to provide support and assistance to TI199/4a owners
a3 well as provide a means of mocial intersction batwesn people
with a common interest. To continue to provide our mervices we
need your help in the way of support. While neeting attendance
was up last wonth Cabout 30 people) attendance has been relatively
low the past 6 months with on averange about 22 people at each
meeting. Nany offices appointed by the President and currantly
filled 1n by existing officers sti1ll need filling. In particulasr
weé need & Program Chalrmsan responsible for setting up the meetings
and arranging the demonstrations and an Equipmnent Chatirman
responsible for keeping up with our squipnent, making sure 1t 1is
operational and seeilng that 1t arrives on tine to the mestings.

We sre always 1n need of individuals to help with newsletter
produztion and in writing articles for the newsletter. In fact,

3




T et g o0 N 1ttt i 8 PO It D ot

-

we area always short handed and sometimes we are unable to provide
@ new mervice due to the lack of volunteers to help out with what
we already have to do. If each and every one of us do not take
our part in the operatlions of our club someday when you need a TI
user group the most we may no longar be here! Last but not least
remember the vendors of TI products who continue to support us! If
you can be of halp or 1f you are sver In need of help pleass don’t
hasitate to call one of the officers.

IN THE HNHEHS

By Gary W. Cox

I would like to begin by thanking all those who attended the last
masting/party sz 1t 1a nice ta have a falr amount of people at the
meeting. 1 would also like to thank those who brought along foed
for the party and especially my Nos who waz kind enough to help me
shop for the food and who set 1t all up at the meating!t

The BIG news this month ts a MEMPHIS COMPUTER FAIR! Laet month I
was contacted by Shows Unlimited of Haryland offering our group a
FREE table at an upcoming vendor computer fair here in Memphis and
of course I'accepted! The falr will have local and out of town
vandors as well as liquidators of producta according to Joanne
O’Kesffe, fair organizar. HNrs. O’'Keeffe says that this will be
thelr first vendor falr for Memphis and 1f 1t 1s a success they
will plan future events.

The fair will be held Saturday January 21st from 1l0sam to 4pm at
the Cook Convention Center here in Newphis, Tennessee. Admission
to the fair for adults i1s $7 and $5 for children. V¥We may have
some discount coupons for $l off admiasion st this month mesting.
At any rata this falr 1 think will be one worth attending. It 1a
l1tkely that no TI99/4a spacific vendors wlll be present but we can
always use modems, disk drives, printers and other standard
equipaent. Hany of the local user groups will have & table metup
offering wembership tnformation for each of our groups. This
nsans that w¢ will need soms voluntesrs to haelp out durilng the
day. Those working at the group table will have FREE adaission to
tha fair. ¥%ould someone pleass help me? FLEASE?

I would like to encourage sveryons to come by as 1f this fair gaes
over good there will probably be more fairs and besides you might
pick uwp a good bargain. There should be plenty of TV and
newapapar advertising about the falr but please pass the word
along to your friends...

in December new officers wara alected and the results are as
follows:

Gary Cox

Mac Swope
Richard Hiller
Bob Jones

President - - -
Vice-Prestdent

Secretary - - -
Treasurer — - —

LI |

All other offices are appointed by the Prepident.

Recently ! wrote a letter to Texas Instruments in regards to the
rumors of the discontinuation of their 800 number and as toc how
long that TI plans to continue repsir services for the 99/4a.
According the letter which 1 recelved froa Shirley Wadsworth of
Consumer Services at Taxas Instruments "Texas Instruments will
continue to service the TI99/4a as long as replacenent parts arae
avallable. 1 have no information regarding the discontinuatton of
the 1-800-TI-CARES number.' Howevar, in a phone conversation with
one of the representatives at the 800 number | was told that the
BOO number wlll be replaced with a toll number some time 1n the
future although the person didn’t know when. According to the
representative at the 800 number the new number, which 1s already
ln cperatlion in conjunctlon with the 800 nuaber, is C806)
747-1882. The letter from T! also steted tha sawe toll nusber as
baing cuatomer relations.

The Western New York 99ers is offering s manual called the Home
Publishing KHanual describing how to uss sxisting programs for the
creation of banners, pictures and creative text. The manual iw
described as showing in detall what clips and instances are and
how to'use them., It also catalogues 160 fonts and shows how they
can be used. Home Publishing sanual 12 alwss described as talking
about the many graphic programs, how they relate to each other and
how to put them together to work For you. The manual is 80 pages
long and includes two 20 page supplement issues during the coming
year to keep you up to date vith informaticn on the latest
graphics softvare. Also included 1s a disk of programns to help
your documents look their best. The disk prograns Include a TI-
Artist instance printer,-a program to organize your fonts and
graphice and a coluanizer program. The total cost 1s $15
including shipping. For user groups the cost is $12.50 for orders
of 10 or more. For mors Information or to order wrlte Western Neaw
York %9ers. c/o Harry T. Brashear, 2753 Main Street, Newfane, NY
i41048.

Caome of the following inforwation edited from Micropendiur)

Version 2.0 of TI-BASE has ncw bean releanad. Among the
enhancements include new diractives, snhanced printer control,
improved sorting capabtlities, ability to convert non-TI Base
files to TP BASE format. decreased loading time, nev dynamic
menory dizplay, global systes data etc... The tutor disk hes also
been updated to Include the new featuras plus 18 nov menu drtven
80 the user can select help on just certain toplce. TI BASE is
now also fully compatible with the Geneve 9640 in GPL mode snd
will also now work with the Horizon Ram Disk according to Steve
Lanberti of Texaments. Current owners of TI Base can upgrade to
version 2.0 by returning their original systes and tutor disks
along vith a check or money order for $7.95. Those who purchased
TI BASE after November 1, 1988 can sshd & dated salew receilpt
along with the disks and $2.50 to recelve the upgrade to 2.0. All
upgrades are being handled directly from Texaments, Lamberti Bays.
A new expanded 66 page manual will be send with all upgrades. For
new orders, Tl Base sells for $24.95 plus $2.50 shipping. For
further Information, to order or upgrade write Texasents, 244 Mill
Rd., Yaphank, NY 11950 or (515) 345-2134 Cvolce) or (516D 475-6463
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Asgard Software has woved and now has a new telephone number, the
new number 185 (703) 255-3085. The address remains the aame at
P.G. Box 10306, Rockville, MD 20850.

New for the Geneve 9640 13 GEME, a windowing, multitasking
environment that will allow users to run up to four programsa
aisultanecusly. The GEME system 1a not quite ready yet but a
preliainary version was shown at tha November Chicago TI Faire.

Software for the streamer tape backup saystem on the Myarc Hard
Disk Controller la expectad sometime in March. Thie will allow
hard disk ownars to esasily back up thalr hard disks.

DataBloTics i1s consldering the development of & 32k option board
that would plug into the GROM port of the TI99/4a for use with the
DataBioTics Grend RAM. This would allow Grand RAM users to free
up @ apot in thelr PEB.

DataBioTics 183 also planning the devalopment of a cartridge based
aemo program which sllow users to put in mews’s for each day of
the month. Projected cost 1s $20 to $25.

New products already on the market by DataBi1oTics include Bayond
Parasc, Star Trap, D Station I and D Station II, Microtennis,
Sorgan Il (turns your keyboard into an ¢rgan or planc) and
Worduritar Xtra. Wordwriter Xtra 1s described as having all the
conmands that the Tl Formatter does with the exception of the Mail
List, Far more inforsation on these products write DataBioTics at
P.0. Box 1194, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274 or call (213D
867-0481 or (213) 925-2120.

Donaldeon Software of 521 Liavre St., Buckinghax, Quebec, Canada
JBL 2C2 has relsaned several naw programs. Among the new programs
ia Swordfish Patrol, described ar a graphic multi-screen alrplane
vwar gama. The gane requires only Extended BASIC. A TI BASIC
version of War of the Netherworlds has been released. This twe
playar strategic apace war game I3 a race between Dracenls and
Cygnus 5 for the conquest of 12 mocona. Tha Speech Synthesizer and
TE2 is recommanded. Alsa new 1s an adventure gene called Monater
Castle, described as beilng a type Tunnels of Doom style game. The
user must take on glant splders, crazed bats, ghosts and other
creatures in sn attempt to becoms owner of the castle, according
to the description of the game. Honstar Casztle raquires Extended
BASIC. Alao new are Sun and Planets, Speed Ralley and TI-PAC KAN.
All the above mentloned prograns come on cassette tape and sel]
for $8.95 (U.S5.) each except for Speed Ralley and TI-PAC KAN wkich
are in one package. A catalog of thelr producta 1a available by
sending $1.50 CU.5.).

Aecording to a letter written to Wicropendium Hagazine Navarone 1s
no longer servicing their Tl producta. According to Vincent
Hartel, sales manager at Navarone., the new ownership as of
Decamber 1, 1988 sanufacturers hardware For the Atarl ST and Mega
computers and does not hold rights to TI products or support thenm.
Martel says that all Navarone products were sold to Triton and
Microsphera.
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Nameloc Software of 3971 S'E. Lincoln, Portland, OR 97216 has
released version }.2 of Grephic Lister. Among the new features is
better error trapping, ability to back out of menu selectionz and
an additionsl program called Nessage Printer. Message printer
w1ll allow the user to print out TI-Writer files onto fanfold 3x5
or 4x6 cards. Graphics Lister 1s avatlable for $10 plus $1.50
shipping. Current owners wishing to upgrade may nend the original
disk plua return postage fcr an update or just send $2 for the
update if you are a registered owner,

TI-Fest West 89 is scheduled for February 18-19 at the Clairon
Hotel at Balboa Park, 2223 El Cajon Blvd., San Diago, California.
The two day TI computer fair runs from %am to 6pm both days. For
more information write TI-FEST West, c¢/c S5CCG, P.0. Box 21181, Fl
Cajon, CA 92021 or call the club B35 at (619) 278-9155.

The fourth annusl TICOFF (T! Computer Owner Fun Faire) will be
held Harch 18 at Reoselle Psrk High School, Roselle Park, New
Jersey. For more information write TICOFF 89, c/o Roselle Park
High School, 185 West Webster Ave., Roselle Park, NJ 07204 or call
Robert Guellnitz at (201) 241-4550 or (201) 382-5963. You nay
also call the club BBS at (201) 241-8902 300/1200bd.

Hay 20th will be the Lima Users Group Nultl Users Group Conferencs
to be held in the Reed Hall/Student Activities Building on Ohto
State Univeralty caapus. PFor further informatlon write Lima Users
Group, P.0. Box 647, Venedocia, OH., 45894 or call Dave Szipple
evenings at (419) 228-7109,

I have mentiloned Hicropendium Nagarine bafors but 1 feel It
neceessary to mention 1t agaln as many in the group still do not
subscribe to 1t! It 18 the only exclusive T199/4a/Ganeve 9650
specific sagazine for the TI99/4a and provides a great desl of
information on tips, new products and reviews. Well worth
subscribing to for only $20 a year. Thelr address i1s P.0. Box
1343, Round Rock, TX 78680, a wmust for any dedicated TI owner. Ve
also sell coples of Micropeadium at each mesting. I might almo
note Computer Shoppers TI Forum mection alse has good deal of
informatlon for TI99/4a owners. Cosputer Shopper is avallable at
most book stores.

In cloxing 1 would like to velcome a new member, C, W. Johnatone
in British Columsbia, Canada!

TI99/4a Console, T1 PEB, T1 32K, T! RS232, TI Disk Controller,
SS5/3D drive, 13" BW TV, Extended BASIC, Mimi Hanory,
Editor/Aasenbler, Disk Manager, TI-BASE, EIKEYS, TI-ARTIST plus a
good library of other softwara i1ncluding msnuals for most of the
software and hardware. Total packege will all go For $300.
Software purchased from companies can be separated and sold

separately. JIf interested contact David Watson, P.0. Box 1203,
Dahlonega, Gh 30533-9998 or call C4D4) B64-5771.
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1199/4a Conmole, T1 PEB, TI 32K, TI RS232, T1 Digk Controller,
S5/5D drive, Speech Synthesizer, Extended BASIC, cassette holder,
Editor/Assembler, TI-Writer, Logo II, Joysticks, DN2, Flight
Stmulator, Printers Apprentence, Pole Posisitlon, Burgertime,
Hunchsan, Super Demond Attack, Parsec, Tl-Invaders, Alpinder,
hmazing, Carwars, Huslec Haker, Homework Helper, Readind Roundup,
Early Reading, Early learning Fun. Household Budget, AMA Mail
List, TE2, Personal Realistate, T199/4%4s Calc and other MNisac.
Software. Wi1ll take beat reasconable offer. If intereated call
Benny Adame at (901D 789-2376,

FOUR4-A /TALK

Handom ramblings shout things TI.
From Hember B1ll Gaskilll- Grand Junction, CO,
SOFTWARE SURPRISES:

A qulet revolution seems to have taken place in TI-99/4A software
over the laat year that threatens to vault 4A productivity into
the 20th century. It started in Canada when an unknown programmer
named Charles Earl suddenly appsared with TELCO, a
telacommunications program for the 99/4A that had no business
looking and sacting llke it was written to run on an IBM, but It
surely did. Then Dannis Faherty, partrers in the famed Inscebot
Inc. software house that brought us Tl-Artist, cams out with a
dBase-11ke inforsation manager, complete with a command langusge
and all sorte of disk wanagament features built right into the
programn. While we werern’t watching another virtual unknown named
Jis Relss delivers Typevriter 99, an alegantly crafted yet
alarmingly simple tool to turn the 4A into a typewritar. complete
with on-screen display of boldfacing, underlining and more. Wow!
Now, well-known data base guru Warren Agee has released a data
base program calied FirstBase that has the potential to handle
32,767 records in & single file, with 720 bytes per field and 75
fields per record?! Incredible! To tep things of f, Charles Earl is
aiso promising to deliver a word procassor that can do coluans and
act like 1t 1» a TI-99 version of Word Perfact. [ love 1t!?

Releazed in February of 1988, Telco ia already in V2.3 as Charles
Earl struggles to keep up with the demands of users, his own ideas
for improvement and thoas who find that occasional bug in the
program. MNuch to my dismay, I have not been able to get a copy of
Telco working properly with my system. The Hyarc HFDC doesn’t
sean to llke it. I sure hope that scomething changes, either in
the card or the program, because | seem to he nissing cut on the
prester telecommunications program avallable for TI owners.

IF you are a HICROpendium reader (i1f you aren’t, WHY NOT?) you
will know about ay love affair with TI-Base from Inscebot Inc.
This 1s the best data managemwent program available for the 99/4R
without exception. It 1s LOO% assembly language coded, 1t ia
abasolutely fasture packed and 1t 1s pure fun to use. Try 1t. You

WILL ltke 1t.

Jim Relas’'s TypeWriter 99 1s a supesrb program that hss only one
limitation that frustrates me. Since [ use the Horlzon Ram Disk
to hold all of ay "everyday use" prograssz like DMI0O00 and
Tl-Writer, I also wanted to put TypeWriter on the HRD. Wsll, thast
can be done., but with some limitations on program psrformance.

Bpparently TypeWriter 99 is written with an absolute origin
address or something, because it only works propsrly with the
Editor/Assembler module. Nelther option 3 fros the Horlzon Ram
Diak, Barry Boone’s E/AS Loader from Extended Basic nor the
FunnelWeb loaders fully support 1t. What happens 1s that the
program will =t11) type, but all letters are in upper cass, both
on-screen and at the printer, and nona of the boldface nor
underline inverss video shows up on scresn. Tab keys also don’t
wark That's rezlly too bad becsuse I never use the E/A nodule
and | hate to do module swapping anyway. 5o, I rarely use
Type¥riter 99 as a result. 1 really think that such a progras
needs to be resadily avallable to be really valuable. As it iw, 1]
can boot my ram disk version of TI-Writer In 1-2 seconds, o 1 an
not going to want to take the time to swap modules and thsn load
the program off of s floppy disk. [ hope that Jim Reiss reasds
this and is able and willing to make some adjustmeants to the
program. I really like TypaWriter 99 but since it is designed to
be a convenience tool, it really needs to be useable fros Extended
Ba=lc, which 1s the module most users always have in theilr
conaoles.

Warren Agee’s Firstiase program will be reviewed tn HICROpendiunm.
Kesp your eyes peeled For it. If you are considering FirstBase
for your data management neads you will want to find out what I
have to say about 1t ln order to make an Informed decislon.

NUTS ANDP BOLTS AND STUFF:

Ever hear of Jin Peterson? How about TigerCub Software? IF you
haven’t heard of etither, thsn you haven’t besn a asember of the TI
community very long. Well, about four months ago I ordered a
whole slew of programs from Jiam (TigerCub) because | wanted to
have the information on what he had to offer so that 1 could
include It In an indexing project | was working on. Besldes that,
1 read that he had the stuff on sale, and I'm a sucker for a sale.
What I got was a aurprise, a whole bunch of neat programs and s
delightful horde of information that will keep me busy for months.

TigerCub Software sells three diskz that are called Nuts and Bolts
that contaln over 300 XB subprogreas and/or routines that you can
nerge right i1nto any existing XB program. The sccpe of the
routines runs from screen displays to file manipulation and they
are awesome! Nuts and Bolts 1,2 and 3 are a virtusl anthology of a
programmer”s 11fe at the keyboard of* the 99/4A. There has to be
years of labor involved In these gems because (1) there are sc
many of them and (2) they are so clever.

The utility of the Huts and Bolts disks provides the XB programmer
with an instant library of routinee that will save you countless
hours of trytng to figure out how to program things like screan
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fade-ins and fade-outs, how to get ACCEPT AT to take more than 28
cheracters, hov to Justify text on ecreen, how to create graphs
Cincluding bargraphs and 3-D grapha), sorting, searchlng, string
segmentation, &ll wanner of character redefining, Joystick
routines, program debuggers, calendars, fimarcial routines and so
such more. The Nuts and Bolts libraries are unique in the TI
community. No one offera anything like it except Jta Peterson.
If you program In XB, Nuts and Bolts 1,2 and 3 are a must.
Contact Jim at TigerCub Software 156 Collingwood Rd. Colunbus,
Ohio 43213 for more lnformation.

THE AMNION HELPLINE:

If you have been around the 4A community for any length of time
you have probably alsoc heard of Dr. Guy-Stafen Romano and the
Aanion Helpline. I‘va known of Amnion slnce the early days of my
computer ownershlp in !983, after Texas Instruments orphaned the
99/4h. Only I just filed the information away and never took
advantage of 1t. The other day [ was reading through same old
National Ninety-Niner newslettsrs given to me by Ralph Jones and
and | came acrosa a questlon and anawer column by Dr. Romano that
1 actually tock the time to read. It turned out to be tha saingle
most informative article on CALL FILES that I have ever seen!
Further on in another issue ] ran acrcss the szame regular feature
with sose reader asking Dr. FRomano about slmulating the KOD
feature from Pascal in TI Basic. | didn’t even Know what the MOD
Feature was until | saw 1t ipn the article. After reading the
response from Dr. Romano, | now not only know what 1t 1s, [ know
how to aimulate it in T1 Basic, 1 thought | knew alct about
computers and prograaming but 1 cen’t hold a candle to Dbr.
Romance. If you need a question answered, you have just found the
resource. If you are locking for a program for a particular task
you have only te call Dr. Guy-Stefen Romano, the Amnion Helpline,
116 Carl St. San Francisco. Cal. 94117 415-753~-5581 Sam-4pa
Honday through Saturday. Thae help will be free and the programna
almast so.

GREAT GROIIP NEWSLETTERS:

One of the really neat things about being a 9Ser 1s the contact I
sake with other wembers of the community and staying in touch with
wvhat is going on in the TI world. Belonging to a Users Group 1is
absolutely the bast way that one can accomplish this. | beleng to
five Users Groupa, none of which are close enough to where | live
to allow me to be a regular attending member. Nonetheless, [ find
that the newslattears I reaceive in the satl from them keeps me in
touch and involved. So the newsletter of a group 1s3 pretty
important. 1 can heartily recomsend any or all of the groups
listad below, 1f you are thinking about joining a Users Group or
would 11ke to joln more than cone.

CHICAGO TIUG
Box 578341
Chicago, (1. 60657

Front Range 9Sers
Box §572
Colorado Springs, Co. 80%$32

LA 9%ers
Box 67A79
Les Angeles, Ca. 90067

Hid-South 99ers
Box 18522
Germantown, Tn. 38183-052%

1o

Tacoma 99ers
Box 42383
Tacoma, Wa. 98442

Do yourself a favor and drop any or all of then a line to find out
nore information about becoming & membar. All of them provide
excellent newsletters that promote positivenesas and cooperatien
within the community. [ like that and look for i1t bafore [ will
Joln. I think you will 1tke that kind of outleook too.

WHO CARES?:

Just when you think that the worid has forgotten all about tha
99/4A alang comes a major article about 1t and other orphaned
computers in FC Computing magazine (Dec88, p.222) "Gone But Not
Fergotten' by Deborah Asbrand. This is one well reasearched
article. The author includes net only historical tnformation
about the 39/4A but also provides facts about the largest Users
Groups, tha names and addresses of some of the major TI/99/4A
product vendors and even talks about Myarc and the Geneva
computer. Neat! Pick up a copy 1f you can. It's valuable if only
from anp historical perspective. Who cares? We do!

TRIVIA:

I love to write about things TI but it is the generally useless
bits of (.formation [ come acroas that [ like the most. Did you
krow that:

-Tos Freeman, author of DisKessembler and other great programs, 1s
a doctor or more correctly I guass, a pediatrician by trade?

~kay Kazuer, author of the Woodstock Xmas program that has
circulated all over the vorld, is the only person to ever be
published three times in the same lasue of NICROpendius?

~the thres most famous father/mon teams in TI-99 history are Doyle
and Don Bynum, Dennis and Chris Faherty, and Will and Tony
KcGovern?

—To date there have been more than 100 booka publiahed on TI-99/4A
use, but only four that [ am aware of since 1985; “TI Intern" by
Heiner Martin, “Technical Drive” by Monty Schmidt, “Cracking the
TI" by Brian Prothro and *Hardware Manusl for the Texas
Instruments $9/4A Home Computer” by Michael Bunyard? Sure would be
nice to sce someone do a really comprehensive but understandable

assenbly language text.

-Richard Nitchell, editor of The Smart Programmer, 13 now writling
legal iniormation bases for 1IBH computers? (will we ever see
another tzsue of TSP?)

=Cralg Hiller 13 now writing custom software for the IBHM world and
doing fabulously at 1t? (did we erpect anything elae from one of
the greatest supporters the Tl community ever saw?)

~assembly language wizard John Phi1llips, who has yet te reach the
ripe 0ld age of 30 Che’s 27 [ believe), authored Hopper, Moanmine
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and Word Radar and worked on Burgertime, Demon Attack,
Hurchaobile, Jawbreasker, Facemaker, Treasure Island, Angler
Dargler, the Line-by~-line asaembler for Winl-Memory and Slymolds
while at Texas Instrumenta?

=virtually all of the modules that T! produced for the 99/4A were
not written on 1t? Only Hepper was actually written on a 99/4A
with the Fditor/Assembler module. The others were written on a TI
mRinl.

-Floppy Copy, from The Softaspot in Silver Springs, Hd. was
written by Chris Faherty of TI-Arktist fane?

~Futura Scitware founder Charles Ehninger dropped out of school in
the sixth grade, but later went on to earn a Masters Degree in
Econcemics?

~the Ninl¥Writer word processor Bill Hoseid (dba Hodel Hasters)
released for the Hini-Memory module was originally called MINIED?
MINIED could print text via RS232, Model Masters own Joyprint or
The Hissing Link from Mid-West Englneering?

~TI Runner was written by Jon Burt and Scott Emery? Who are they I
wonder, and how come 3o much talent dropped out of slght?

~the computer that never waes, known to most of us as the Phoent:,
was actually named the CCI-99/64 by CorComp Incorporated, the firm
that waz supposed to build 1t? On-board or bullt In capabilities
tncluded three keyboard styles, a numeric keypad. three cartridge
slota, a bullt in RS232 interface, 64K ram, speech and extended
baslc.

USER NOTES:

1€ you are & TI-Base owner who har s slew of dats on PR Base
diskettes vou probably would like to know how the filea can be
transferred. Read on.

-Firat, the maximun record size that you can transfer 1s 132
bytea. Anything greater than that will be lost. The reason Is
becsuse the transfer 15 done by printing PR Base data to disk via
the HEPORT feature.

¥hen you want to transfer the dats simply design a tabular repart
trn FR BASE that wi1ll print all data tn one line on a page of
paper. Whatever the length of that line |s the file format that
the disk file will be saved In. TFor example, 1f you design a 132
column report the file theat 1s printed to diak will come out as
D¥/132. This file 18 readable and convertable by TI-Base V2.0
using the CONVERT feature. The manual for TI-Bame will tell you
that the record to be read wust be 1n FIXED format. That 1» not
exactly correct. What 1t sesans iz that the data in each record
muat be In the same place. Usually, you must have s fixed record
fornat to get this, but printing a data file to disk does this
too. 20 you don't need teo worry.

When desiqning the report print out your screens so that you know
later on axactly where each fleld ends on the printed page. Part
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of the CONVERT process 1s to deeign the record format for the new
file. When you do so, remember to build In enough spaces in each
fleld to include both the data for that field and the blank spsces
that follow 't on the printed report. For example, !Ff the report
printed field 1 at column 1 and then continued for 28 characters
with a 1 character separater between it and field Z, than make
field 1 a total of 29 characters long so that the blank space 1a
attached to the firat fileld. That will allow TI-Base to properly
asslgn characters 30 through the end of fleld 2 to the proper
fleld tn your new data file. All resatining flelds are done 1In
Juat the same way, including the laat one.

KICROdex99:

HICROdex99 15 an 'ndexing project I started in Septeabar 1987 that
is at1ll golng full steam. To date [ have compiled a data base of
alaost 6000 records on the location of anything published for the
99747 and Geneve computers. 1 mske the dats baszse avallable on
S3/SD or DS/SD diskettes now for use with a Tl controller card,
with plans te include higher density flopplea and hard disk fillen
In the Future,

[f you are a TI-Base owner you will want to purchase the files In
Ti-Base format. [f not, MICROdex99 1s avallable in its original
file format with {ts own data manager that requires XB, 32K and
disk. The filles take up 6 S5/3D flopples or 3 DS/SD flopples In
un-archived format. They are deliverad to you packed and
compressed using Barry Boone’s Archiver 3.02. If you ara
Interasted in obtalning a copy of MICROdex99 please specify the
desired disk format and whether or not you want it for Ti-Bane.
The price for HICROdex$9 1» $20. It may be ordered froa;

Bill Gaskill
P.0. Box 2642
Grand Junctlon, Co. 81302

Unt1l next time...

JUMPBOOT V.2 8 - REVIEH

By Beery W. HMiller

Jusp Boot ¥2.0 i3 one of the grestest disks for the Geneve 9640.
Stimply, Jump Boot contains the lasteat version of MDOS on a
apectally formatted disk allowing the Ganeve 9640 to maximize disk
read capability for MDOS and GPL both slmultanecusly. A typical
load tine (cold boot of MDOS) into a loaded GPL enviroment can be
achieved Ln 15 seconds, only S5 seconds for HDOS from the time the
drive 1s accessed (Note: For Eprom Y0.98 for the 9640, load times
aay ilncrease slightly because the Canadilans apparently have lower
grade drives avallable in certain aresas as this was the reason for
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the V0.98 spron). «

Juep Boot V2.0 i3 provided on a double sided disk only in either
SD or DD format. Along with “SYSTEM/SYS", you recelve a speclal
XB/AL program to install MDOS onto Side 2 of the disk for optimun
read capabllity. In addition, you receive MCOPY and a nodl fled
MCCPY for B8O track Jump Boot disks so that other flles can be
copted onto the Front side of the disk CA Freeware payment Is
expected 1f you find HCOPY useful).

¥While I must adeit that I have a HDCC and boot SYSTEM/SYS from 1t,
I do still find benefit with the program &3 | do a lot of
programming and usually end up wiping out various files. That Is
why the author of thias program has provided instructions and his
ut1lity program to solve the problem with your owh blown Jump Disk
1f you are forgetful and forget to write protect the disk and
delete toc many flles.

Who is Jump Boot For???

Jump Boot V2.0 1s for averyone without & HDCC. Zven 1f you have a
Hortzon Resdisk, Jump Boot 1Is highly suggested. Think about
fresing an additional 358 sectors on your Ramdis=k and only
increasing load time by 3 or & secondst?!? Traditionally, yeour
SYSTEN/SYS filer takes roughly 35 meconds to boot as 1t comes from
MYARC. This application of the Geneve’s potential will help easze
memory lockupe for the programmer to the person that boots his
system every day.

Can I make & BackUp of Jump Boot ¥2.0

1€ your question 13 can 1 copy Jusp Boot, the answer is yes and
na. Any normal mesns of copylng Jump Boot, you lose all the apaed
of !t"s special loading charscteristics. This coevers Hyper-Copy
Not-Hy-Copy, and any other diask wmanager/copier avallable. While
the f1les can be copled, only under the special formatted
conditions can this disk keep 1t"s fast loading capabllitiesn.

Where can I get Jump Boot

Jurp Beot can be purchased in the following formats:

Jumpboot 2.0 - 5.25 Single or Double Density $15.95 Jum

[N . pboot
2.0 - 5.25 80 Track, Quad Dansity ...... $£18.95 Jumpboot 2.0 ~
3.5 80 Track, Quad Density ....... $19,9% Jumpboot 1.0 - 5,25
«0 0. 558D ONLY........ raese.e $15,95

**Purchase 2 for $25.95%*

DISK ONLY SOFTWARE P.C. BOX 244 LORTON, VA 22079

"ADD $2.00 SHIPPING, U.S. AND CANADA - $4.00 AIRMATI, OVERSEAS
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DELIVERY Toil FRLEE CREDIT CARD ORDERS - 1-B00-436-9272 - VISA,
MASTENCARD AND AMEX Specity single or double denslty for 40 track,
3.5" or 5.23" for BO track.

Please mentlon that you read the followlng'revlew—in ""9640 Newa"

Review by: Beery Hiller and 9640 Nawa 5455 Harina Cove #1 Hemphis,
TN 38115 -

[ REPRINTED FROM **95640 NEWS™ BY PERMISSION ]

MAXFIIX - REVIEH

By Gary W. Cox

Haxflix 1s a new programw sold by Genial Computerware of P.0O. Box
183, Grafton, HA 01519 and written in 100% assembly language by
Peter Hoddle. The program requires & ninimum of a8 32K, | disk
drive and Extended BASIC and will also opesrate on an Geneve $9640.
An Epaon compatible printer is needed in order to print the
pictures.

Haxflix ls very similar in function to MAX-RLE excapt that Maxflix
will read ¥acintoah MacPaint graphlcs and 1s the first TI99/4a
program to do, so. Where HAX-RLE opened up graphica compatibility
betwzen TI graphic formats (GRAPHX, TI-ARTIST...) and RLE format
grapates, Maxflix will now allow Tl ownars to read MacPaint
graphtc files opening up a new source of graphics. Furthermore.
Maxflix allows the umer to convert portiona of the HacPaint
graphic tnto TI-Artiat or Myart forswat. Once the picture is
vonverted into TI-Artist format other programa (such as HAX-RLE)
can be usad to transfer the graphics into any other fornat
desired.

Since HacPaint pictures are too large to be viewed all on the
screen at orne time the arrcw keys are used to move around portiona
of tne plcture. When a portion of the picture that you like i1a on
the screen you may then save it to disk in TI-Artist formsat or
Myart format. By using the nuaber keys 1 through 9 the amount of
spaca that the plcture moves when preseing the arrow keys can be
gelucted.

Using the print ptic-ure option the entire plcture caa be printed
to an Epson compatible printer. Four optlons are avallable 1In
priniing the plcture in that your picture can be .arge, medium or
small. Usually on the large picture part of the picture itself Ls
cutaff but the objiects are at their largest. Med!um size pictures
generally will display the entire picture with good resolution.
The Sest resolution is obtalned in printing a small size picture.
The fourth option on the print menu 18 to print to a Frowriter
printer but the size option is not avatlable on this selection.

A few other options are avallable Ln the program such as invarting
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the picture Call pixels on are turned off and all pixels that are
off are turned on). Also the éption to catalog a disk and delete
a file is avallable as well as the progrsm will display what the
original nasme, of the MacPaint file was as 1t was called on the
Macintosh computer.

Finslly a program called PCT/MACFLIX is included on the disk to be
used In conjunction with PC Tranafer to unload pictures directly
fros an 1BM formatted disk. WHacPsint pictures are available on
many BBS’s as well as the major communicetion networks such as
Gen!e and Compuserve.

Although this is just a brief look at Maxflix I have found it te
be very eagy to use and found 1t a useful toel 1n eobtalning a new
source of graphlic plcture files. For only $15 Maxflix 1s a

bargain.

MPRCT 29

Uy Jack Sughrue

ADVENTURING
Marathons of the Mind

From tiny little word puzzles called riddlea to elaborate puzzles
called mystery novelas there 1§ reslly great intellectual growth.
This growth is nurtured by fun: the fun of solving puzzles.

In recent years problem-solving puzzles written or developed on
massive scales have become the intellectual pastime for a large
number of young and old people throughout the world.

On the one hand such brainstorming., role-playing activities a= the
Dungeon and Dragon style puzzle/gameas have become extremely
popalar. These sltuation games require intense researching and
reading ski1lls which are only now beginning to astound teachers.
How 1s 1t possible that & child who can’t read SEE PUFF RUN, can
not only read very technical books on mythclogy but apply that
learning tc problem—solving sitvatlons?

On the other hand we hsve - computérs! - tha greatest frlend a
teacher Cpartlcular those of us harried by fragsentationl) ever

had.

Besides being electraonic flashcards snd word-processors and
educational developmant tools (1.s., Rochy's Boots, Playwrliter,
Heath Science for Apple, et al1), the computer can merve as an
excellent reading/writing/problem-solving tool. This tocol gets
atudents irvolved. Thils toeol 1s known, Jargon-wise, as
interactive fictlon. But, to the novice, 1t 1s simply ldentifled
as text adventures: No grsphics except aa In the mind.
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Most educators who have been using these games in the classrooma
with any regularity have agreed that the different approaches to
the game (nepceforth known as bthe adventure) are varted and
effective. Most teachers prefer a group of three to five
youngsters on the adventure at one time and that there should be
almost no teacher intervention once the programs have been
explained and the classroom structure has been estsblished.

A good place to start for most computers would be Scott Adam’s
ADVENTURES. Pirate Adventure (the text verslon) ls probably best
to start with. With our 99/4A, of course, we might evan start
with silmpler adventures like FOUR VEDAS which aren’t avallable for
other computers. Others in that series include MINER 4Ser,
FUNHOUSE, HAUNTED HOUSE, and STONE AGE.

Once the game 1s loaded there 1s a certaln structure usually
followed by most adventure prograamers: At the top of the screen
the scene is described in a manner similar to this: You are in a
small dark room. There i3 a square patch of light in the
distance. Shri1ll, high-pttched noises can be heard abeve your
head.

Directions: S W U
Then there ls a flashing curasor.

The players must decide what to do. They all assume the role of
the one character., Everything ls perceived fros that person’s
perspective.

Now the chaeracter may be directed to go Up or South or West or
take an INVentuory or LIGHT CANDLE Conly 3f he/sne has one and
matches to light it with) and LOOK ROOM. (Most commanda, as you
can see, are given tn abbreviated for in adventureas. Thia helpa
the gane move faster. Uswally commands require only the first or
the first three lettera: W or INY. To perfora specific actions
Cor reactlons) usually requires a2 two-word situatlon: verb noun.
CLIXB TREE, GO HOUSE, TAKE KNIFE, EAT SQUP.

Very high-level games, auch as those created by Infocom, allow you
to write complex multiple commands in sentence form. Some of
their games (the ZORK serles, Hitchhiker’as Guide to the Galaxy,
Suspended) may take adults months. Although they are narvelous
they probably would not be sulted to classroom use. (Nany
elenentary school chilldren, alons or with their families DO these
incredibl- adventures.)

Meanwhile. back in the classroom, if you have one or two computers
golng with adventures, you will note an enthuslastic brainstorming
at a very profound level. This 13 an exciting :thing to watch.
This kind ¢f experience can be easlly translated into other kinds
of readirng, writing, problem-solving, brainatorming experlencea.

Depending on the amount of time you allow a group to participate
will depend on how many days 1t takes to complete the adventure.
[t i3 an unusually rewarding experience for the youngsters and one
which motivates the next group ready to start their adventure (the
same or ancther; 1t doean’t matter). A beautiful alde effect is
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the sharing that goes on.

There may be individuals who cen attempt & soloc adventure for some
good educational reason, too, The children will volunteer to work
on the program during lunch and recess.

Adventuring turns on kida. And it’s impossible to keep a
turned-on kid from learning. C(An excellent classroom environment
1s provided {or computer-use also.)

There are other kinds of adventuring, too. The D&D-style slash &
hack appeals to moat youngsters. There are two extraordinary anes
for the Ti: TUNNELS OF DOOM and the extraordinsry one, LEGENDS.
TOD 1s superb because you can get TOD Editor, which lets you
create your own adventures; and LEGENDS 1s great because 1t 1s,
simply. the best of the S&H adventures arcund. The graphlcs are
superb, the options are excellent, the potential for growth is
bullt In, and the "real world" geography 1s unmatched by any other
simtilar game.

LR

[Jack Sughrue, Box 459, E.Douglas NA 01516])

T CMI'T 6 OUT OF NONRY...
1 STILL ANE BYTES LEFT

ie

NOTICIE

Information contained tn T1dBits 13 sccurate and true to the beat
of our knowledge. Viewpoints and oplinions expressed in TidBits
are not necessarily that of the Hi1d-South 99’'ers. We welcome any
opinions/carrections from our readers. Articles may bea reprinted
elsewhere as long as credit 1as glven to the author and newsletter.
GROUP INFO
Visitors and poterttal sembers B4y receive 3 free insues of
TiDbits while they decide 1f they wish to Join (no obligation).
On the top of your label 1s a coda. - A Y means you are a member, N
means 3 free liat, UG meanm user group and S means a businaas.
Beside the Y 1a a date, ona year from that date your dues are due.
A dollar sign ($) on the label will t{ndicate that your dues are
due. The library 1s open only to memwbers. Library l1at 1s §i.
Mail order disk library access 1s $2 per disk max of 5 disks per
month order by disk number only. At meetings, library access is
FREE 1f you exchange your diak for ours or $1 per disk for our
disks. Send all mall arder library requasta to librarian’s
address! Sand dues and correspondence to group address.

CALENDAR

MEETINGS: January 19, February 16, Harch 18 (3rd Thuraday!)
WORKSHOPS: January 28, Fabruary 25, March 25 (4th Saturday!)
€99 CLASS: Every Thursday except maeting night, location TBA.

24HR TI BULLETIN BOARD

The Midnight Hour BBS 300/1200/2400 bd 501-735-9980
Dial 735-9980 from Hemphis area for toll free call.

GROUP MAILING ADDRESS
1 M§d—South 99 Uners Group

YA P.0. Box 38522
antown, Tn. 38183-0522

BRARY ADDRESS

T David Farguson
3377 Crelghton Ave.

Hemphis, TN 38118

MEMBERSHIFP APPLICATION

NAME i_1 $15.00 FAMILY
ADDRESS [ 1 $10.00 JUNIOR Cunder 15)
CITY ST ZIP ‘

PHONE( J = s INTERESTS
EQUIPMENT, EIC.

Detach and wall with check payable to: Hid-South 99 Users Group,
P.0. PBox 38522, Germantown, Tn, 318183-0522.




