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IN MEMORIAHM

By Gary W. Cox

Thia menth we have suffered a great lose in the group both as a
monbar and am a good friend to us all. Al Dosa passed away
Thuraday June 29th after a long battle with a heart condittion.

As a member of our TI group Al has slways baen there to help out.
Not one day pasased that I couldn’t call Al and count on him to
help out the group. Much of the work he d1d waz behind the acenes
from picking up our mall to keeping up the malling ltat or even
helping put the nevslatters tagether... Through the years he
perforsed many jobs in the group, Juat wvhataver was asked of him.
Workshops st hia house was always crowded and s wember needed to
only call his and they would be invited over for whatever reason
to play with the TI! He has always been at the meetings early
sonet imes aven before [ would gyet there to help set up the roos.
! can’t say snough about how much Al has meant to the survival of
our group as I doubt we would have made it this far had it nat
been for Al!}

Al was always worriled sbout his sometimes abrasive personality
while al) we really worrtied about wams his typing! I remember when
Funnelweb and DNIOOD first came out and Al wans plucking away at
the keyboard while the rest of us watched on the edge of cour seats
expecting at any minute Al to format the diak?

Al wes a great friend to me personally as wall! | remewber when [
was going ts Memphis State and he worked there 1 would often see
him around campus. He would alwaya point out all the women to me
and tall me that I should go out with them. Then if you think sy
spelling ta bad now you should have seen Lt before Al kept on ay
case from the words which ! consistently misspelled in wy
articles!

Through our groups’ good times and bad Al was an intricate part of
our survival and wa could have never made this far without him?
His presance will be sorely missed and there will forever he a
great gap in our group at hls abaence.

Our sincerest condolances go out to his wife Joanne and family.




PRESIDENT’S BIT

By Gary ¥W. Cox

Last months newsletter contained a few errors, the first
correction ity a phone number. #s mentioned laat month Lynn
Sampson of Friends of Young Flyera 1a asking for donation of
cenputer equipmant to her non-profit organtzation. Thomse danating
anything can receive tax credita... However., her phone number la
(601) 781-3184 and not ares code 901. If you live in Memphis
though you may dial 781-3185 for a toll free call.

The =econd error was 1n the Questions and Anawers column.
Ti-¥Writer formatter saw fit to sersmble ay little d1sgram of the

16 pin parsllel port connector. That connector should have been
numbered as follown:

2 1 € top of connector

4 3 < keyway on this =1de
6 5

8 7

10 9

12 11

14 13

16 15

Now that the errors have been corrected 1 must begin by thanktng
Hichael Dorman for such a great production of the pewmletter last
month. 1t was a major effort to produce a 28 page newnletter!
Thanks also to Jim Saemens for the grest demonstrations at last
vonths meeting.

Speaking of demonstrationa we have atarted a new policy in the
group... | have become 8o desperste for people to demanstrate
anything that our group will purchase a plece of software and give
1t ko you If you promise to review 1t for the newsletter and
denonstrate it at a meeting. So 1f you see a new plece of
software that looks like 1t might be good and interesting to
cthers in the group contact me as we might purchase 1t for you.
The only rules are that the purchase must be pre-approved and that
you must review it 1n the newslettar and demonstrate 1t at »
meeting. Just give me a call If you see something that you think
might be interesting.

At the sane time for any software and hardware coapanies that are
out thers we would be glad to reviaw your software for our
newsletter and demonstrate 1t at a maeting if you want to send 1t
to us...

"By now everyone should have recelved their up to date library
list. We decided to mall them out FREE to all meabers of the
group. If you didn’t recelive your library listing st the last
meeting or In the mail drop me a note and 1 will send you one,..
‘Also note that that list 1» Just a small Fraction of what 1as
actually in the library as sore remalna to be cataloged. Plus |
reslize the li1sting is not very descriptiva of the programs but i1t
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is the best that could be done with the help we have. Just
getting that lieting together conaisted of & tremendous time
consuning effort by David Farguson. Thanka David?

As & reminder note, many semsbars’ dues sre due thie month or are
past due. You can tell 1f your duss are due by looking for a §
Cdollar) mign on the top of your malling label.

Talk 18 once again starting about the annual Chicago T§ Faire
coming up in Novesber. Anyone interested in going again this
year?

C ya at the weating....

PROGRAM

By 6Gary W. Cox

BIT

6100pm - Doors Opan

7100pn - Ganeral Discussion

7:15pm ~ Door Prize given away!

7130pn - Dencnetration of Systes 3 Checkbook Hanager program v5.6
by Ervin Crowley. Demonstration by Steve Draw.

9:00pn -~ Dewonstrations toc be announced by Jim Saemenes

8:45pm - Gane demonstration.

9:30pn - Hesting eads

10100pm - Late dinner at locatlion toc be announced.

A drawing for a prize will ba held this sonth of & Texas
Instruments dot matrix printer originally worth several hundred

dollarst You must be a menmber of Lhe group and you must be present
to win.

FOUR-A/TALK

Random ramblings about things TI.
By Bi11l Gaskill

July 1989
AN OPINION ON OUR FUTURE

WHAT'S HOT:
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Barry Boone's new EPRON for the Nechatronlcs 80-column card,
AV-Indexer from Gental Computerware, = promwised upgrade to 99
FORTRAN by A1l Besrd, MY-WORD Externala from J. Peter Hoddie,
cSHELLSY9 from Joe Ross and GENIEIHDEX from Scott Darling.

NEWS!

Geneve 9640 users will be happy to hear that Petar Hoddie has
created a wiy to add new commands and kaypresses to the current
version of KY-WORD. 1 don't have any more detalis on i1t other
than to report that a demo Externsl and documentstion are
available for downloading from DELPHI's TINET S16.

Al Beard, Professor Emeritus of the Fortran language for our two
9900 serles computers, has promised an upgrade of 99 FORTRAN to
¥4.0 to help 1t keep up with the 1smensely popular 9640 FORTRAN
that seews to have taken over c99'g apotlight (at least for now)
as the developer’s language of cholee For the 9640,

Barry Boone, guru of DSR’s for the 99/4A and the author of the
best archiving utility 1n existence in my optnlon Cfor eny
computer), has announced a $20.00 EFPROM for the Nechatranica
BO-column card that contains fixes for ths bugs that apparently
existed I1n the original EPEON. There are several other
enhancements to the card tos, Including the ability to use any CRU
base so that ram diske can be used with it and sn BO-column
version of John Johnson's Nenu V7.3 for the Hor izon Raw Disk, to

prove 1t. Cost 1s $20.00 plus $2.00 for S/H. Write or call Barry
at}

Barry Boone

Box 1233

Sand Springs, 0k.

74063

918-356-4648 BDam-10ps weekdays.
10an-10pn weekends.

Don and Aaron West have authored a new program called AV-INDEXER
that wi1ll print labels for casssttes and YCR tapes. 1t alno
proevides some indexing capabilitties and can import files from
Asgard’s Cessette Libaler. ([t 1a available through Genlal
Computerware for $13. Write to Gental at;

Genial Computerware
Box 183

Grafton, Ha.

018419

Joe Ross, a here-to-Ffor unknown progranmer (to me at least) has
created s REALLY slick looking product called cSHELL99, which 1s»
designed to provide a GEOS-like front end for the 99/4h. In case
you didn’t know already, GEOS (Graphlics Environment Operatting
Syateas) is an icon-based add-in for the Commodore 64/128 l1ne of
computers that looks and scts like the user interface that comes
standard with an Apple Hactintosh.

c¢SHELL 1s written tn ¢99 and ansenbly and 1t gives the user the
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ability to point at tcons (Yittle plctures, llke a trash can) to
provide varicus disk management and printer functions. It also
provides loadera For files that can be loaded with the
Editor/Aseenblar nodule’s optiorn 3 and option 5, and 1t allows you
to link to c99 programss so that the cSHELLYY isterface 1s reloaded
upon exiting. The graphica on the program are superlative and
prograa parformance is quick and efficient. I hope to have more
Information on cSHELL after 1 get more tlme to spend with it.
Although | have yet to really get into the program, It looks
NEAT!!! Program cost t» $30.00, which tncludes S/H. That buys you
two flippy disks and a 40 page manual. If you are interested,
sand your inquirilas to}

Joe Roass
119 ¥nollwoad Terracs
Clifton, NJ. 07012

DISCOVERIES)

Word is that Warren Agea 1s readying the next version of FirstBase
end Genial Computerware 18 lLooking for suggestions from users on
new featurss that they would like to see in 1t. You may write to
Peter Hoddie at the Genial Computsrware sddress with your
suggestions.

J. Peter Hoddie has been working on a progran tentatively nased
Si1gn Shop, that will operate 1ike Brodarbund’'s Print Shop far
Apple and IBM type computers. JPH also intimsted that he hopes to
produce a Navarcone to FirstBase conversion program to allow owners
of the Navarona DBMS to port their data filas cver to FirstBase
format,

Scott Darling, one of GEnte’'s TI-SIG hosts, has uwploaded & neat
file to the T1 RoundTable that lists a ton C(1f not all) of the
products and services available on GEnie. The file un-arc’'s to
359 sectere and prints out to 39 pages of Information. IFf yYou are
& GEnle subascriber and want to have a quick source for what GPnle
haa to offer, this 1a the file to spend your downloading dollars
on. It covers everything from gsmam to on-lina shopping, with
excellent deseriptions of each product or service. If your club
receives Four-A/Talk from me dirsctly, the fila should be
available from yowr librartan. A TI-Base adaptation of the the
short-11st of GEnie‘s products 1 slso available from your
librarian as & shareware offering. 1 ask $7 for a copy of 1t. 1
think that you will find 1t to ba one of the best TI-Base comaand
file programming examples arcund. It covers manu creation, and
of fars features to add, browsas, change, find, list, report on and
wearch for data. 1t alwso provides a commsnd file to print s di1sk
label for the diskette that you store the file on. T think
TI-Bane ownars will like 1t.

VIEWNS)
=Opintons sxpressed in the following article are thome of the
author and do not necessarily reprasant sy 1deas or opiniona in

the areals) discussed.
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

FUTURE SPECULATICNS

By Steve Mickelson, 9T9 Users Broup
Compuserve 76545, 1255; Delphi SHICKELSON; GEnte S.Mickelson

As the second anniversary of the production model 9640 approaches,
one can exercise some Interesting speculation as to the future of
Hyarc 18 concerned. All that's required Is an open mind and vivid
imagination, '

Az with most computer manufacturers are concerned, tha direction
of product development and sarketlng plans are both driving and
driven by the desands/needs of the market place. Apple, am an
exasple, started as one of several compantes In the market place,
who eventuslly created their own niche in the market place to
dominate; namely 1n the desktop publishing field. Today Apple

enjoys the pleasant position of both generating and taking-care of
the needs of their uaers.

With other models, thelr niche is not so clear and Mysarc's
approach of using an operating asystem, H-DOS, with the mame
Instruction set as MS-DOS can be sdvantageous and a liability, at
the same time. True NS-DOS was patterned after the CP/N operating
system and provided s fawmiliar feeling to users who changed fron
one system, to another, history doem not neceanarily repeat
itzelf. Witness, the relatively few converts whe moved up to
05/2, frowm HS-DOS. Besides, if a peraon wersa inclined to go the
way of H5-DOS, wouldn't 1t meen loglical thet tnatead of buying a
Ganeve, they would buy a clone?

Granted, there is enough similarity that a user with an 1BM or
clone at work, could aanily run a 9640, from NS-DOS. But the

relative lack of software for the 9640, cospared to the IBN world
13 a distinct dtsadvantage.

A mouse-driven "GEN-like" operating systea would seea a better way
to go, aa the 9938 wouse and Lts VPP RAM could eanmily contain an
instruction set of micos which could be selected by mouss, thus
freeing the CPJ for other taska, or should | msay multitaska.

The preference towards more simplified "non-technical™ oriented
operating systems seems to bhs the way to go, witness the
popularity of Windows In the world of Big Blue. I digress too
mich back to the speculation as to vhere Hyarc 1s
teading/following.

As far as new hardwars/software is concerned, Hyarc 1s the
manufacturing leader of new hardware. While the standard memory
expansion card and disk controller cards have captured their share
of the TI market place, the 9640 and Hard Floppy DPisk Controllera,
especially the HFDC, have created a significant market within a
market. All new softwara, generally aust address the
coapatibility "problen” with the 9640 and the HFDC. Here the

:nrd:are has tmpacted upon the msoftwars. So where do we go from
ere? '
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If ve follow the developaent of the 9640, we must go back to 1983,
when Hyarc as a supply ars of TI had produced around 150 T1-99/8,
when TI pulled-out of the market place. officially at least.

The large base of users st111 hopsd for and expected acmeone to
pick up the torch and produce the upgrade. The 9640 went through
sany changes, appesring in some TI publications as a stand-alone
suspiciously simllar Lo the 99/8. The discontimuation of the 9918
video chip by Ti, along with the the trend towards larger RAM,
than the 64K In the 99/8, delsyed the introduction and drave up
the coata of production. Tha smeanory jumped to 128K, then 256K and
finally 512K. The need for a replaceaent video chip was answered
by the Yamaha's sdvanced 9938 chip. To kesap costs down, the
computer evolved into a P-Box card, using an IBN style keyboard.
Thiz tnnovatlon led to the emergence of companies like RAVE, which
nake keyboard interfaces for 99/4A users.

Hany of the bugs of the 9640 wera resolved through the Hyarc
RAMd1sk/axpansion memcry card, which had a "TI*" versior of 9640
Advance BASIC. This card was originally designed to work with the
9640 and a» Lou Phillipe had put it, the card wis re-wired for the
99/4h.  So the T! users beta teated both the nemory expanalon and
Advance BASIC for the 9640. Thts kept coats down and helped
pronote compatibility betveen the 99/4A snd 9640.

The 9640 18 out and some final verson of softwara pachkages are
nearing completion. Whers to now?

A couple of years ago, an interesting protetype was shown at the
Chicago TI Fair, namely a 9640 incorporated into a Sony monitor
with bullt-in 3-1/2* disk drive. Last fall, a non=-functioning
fiyarc expansion systes made 1ta appearance at Chicago. Both of
thass systeams polnt towards a stand-alone 9640, mich like the
orlginal concapt that smbodiad thia computer.

Interviews from Compuserve, Delpht and 1in NICROpendiua indicate
that the 8-bit dats bus 10 the P-Box limits the speed and memory
capacity of the 9640,( which )5 about two Hegabytes 1n ita present
forn). MAlao, prototypes of a "new" 9640, with s 20 MHz tlock
reveal more of what may ccme. The upgrading of the O-wait state
RAM for the CPU from 32K to 64K enables the 9640 to concelvably
Juap to & new GPL speed of 6.

The CorComp microexpansion system shown Just hov amall a menmory,
R5~232, and disk contrcller could be made five years ago, so
1magine what could be made todayt Lou mentioned to me that a ssall
extansion tp the 9640 could be aade to provide for a RS-232 cun
parallel printer port.

Lets put ths pleces of the puzzle together and aae what we could
have; & stand alone super Geneve with 20 HHz,(l've heard that you
could alwost double the clock apesd to 403, sinimum of 2 Hegabytes
axpandible to & full 16 Megabytes, with both a Hard/Floppy
controller, with the mame hi-res graphics and mouse capabilities
as the 9640. This computer would have a minimus 16-bit datahus,
and super fast O-wait mamory cache'. It wouldn't be TI
compatible, but would be able to run the H-DOS software, Run time
Pascal, Advance BASIC, GEME, etc. or a modified version of this

9




software.

So We know what the next step of the 9640 evolutton would look
l11ke, based on the evidence of the past, Just who would buy auch a
unit and how would i1t be marketed?

Agaln we have some clues, but here not so clearly hinted. It has
been mentioned that the new multifunction card will have s Yanaha
nuslc chip on the HIDI interfaca, as Hyarc "has a good
relationship with Myarc', having produced the 9938 video chip for
the 9640. From thia, s conceivable scanarlo could be of a =stand
alone 9640, running a soflware based Z-80D timulator, {much 11ke the
cne Jie Ballentine developed and had running on a 96403, running
as the GPL interpreter simulates the 99/4A. But, here ths Z-80
gimulator on this super Geneve would provide an upgrade for the
Japanese HSX2Z computers, which use the sane 9938 video chip.

Hyarc, could toncelvably agres to have Yamaha and other Japanesne
HSX2 manufacturers produce under license Geneve overseas In high
quantitles for both their domestic and our markets, eventuslly
both users weaned off of thelr respective GPL or Z-8Q0 environment
to one which uses the full power of the Genave's native
environment?

Who could be behind such a plan to capture two segnenta of the
world computing market, in 2 “back door way"? Poantbly Hyarc’'a
original patron Texas Instrusents! So wuch for the power of a
vivid imagination. The next few yasrs reveal how accurats are
such deduced speaculations.

This Honth in TI-99/4A History:

19811

Proposel is made in fourth issue of the TIHONE Tidinges magazine to
set TIHOME up as a recognized Users Group by Texas Instrusents.

1983

Anteater game module released.

~First 1ssus of TI*MES 18 published by Britain Clive Scally.
1984,

JOYPRINT, & printar interface that ts designed to work out of the
Joystick port, 18 released by Hodel Masters.

-Ilspending publication aof the Super 99 Honthly magazine 1i»
announced by editor Richard Hitchell.

-Article appears tn Popular Computing that derides T1 and its

non-stindard 16 bit chip, citing the fatlure of the TI- 99/4A as
an exanple.

-QUICK COPYER ts released by Quality 99 Software.
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~TIRY LOGO releamed for the 99/4M\.
~WILD WOODS game program by JW Software debuts.
19851

FUNNEL WRITER 2.1 arrives in the U.5., introducing the Australtan
programmers Tony and W11l HeGovern to the American TI-99/4A
Community.

~Hyarc announces XB II for use with 1ts new Ran Plpk.

~Navarone Industries announces 1tms 111- fated HYWAY (Havs 1t Your
Way) progras.

-T1-99/4A Users Asmocistion of Cansda 1s formed with Jane LaFlaname
aa contact person for membarship interest.

-S5teve Lawless, suthor of MASSCOPY, has a new program avatlable;
128-WRITER. 1t stores the TIW editor and formatter In bank 3 of
the FOUNDATION 128K card,

19841

Rave add~on heyboard announced for the 99/4).
1987,

HICROpendium publishas the history of Disk Hanager 1000.

~Federal Comaunicatlons Commission plan to tax on-line
connunications services is announced.

~Ralph Fowler announces that his TIBBS, the first bulletin board
syster for the 99/4A, will shut down for lack of use.

1988

B1ll Knacht, ploneer sember of the TI-HUG CHouston Texas Users

Group) and long time prograsmer of music for the 99/4A, dies of
cancer.

~McCarn Software, Omaha, Nebraska, relearses the Avanti-99 Forth
card for the 99/4A PE Box.

~Bave99 releases the NX01 Memory Enhancement Systen, which ts a
ran disk cerd capsble of betng configured to store up to 544K.

~Texanents, a New York based supplier of 99/4A products, relocates
to Yaphank New York L1980, 244 M11l Road.

—~John Guion, Dallas, Texas releases a plug In upgrade to the
Triton/HG Super Extended Basic module that provides SXB, Disk
Manager 111, Editor/Asseabler and Ti-Writer capabilities in one
nodula.

-Sterra On-Line, former producer of 99/4A game modules wuch as
Jawbreaker, publically announces 1t will not enforce 1ts 99/4A

11
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copyrights.

-John Birdwall begins assewbly language programming series for

HICROPENDIUM., He decides to teach the language by making each

published installment one part of a working word processor when
complete.

~Ray Kazmer, 13225 Rzores Ave. Sylmar, Cal. 91342, becomes the
first person In the history of HICROpendium magazine to have tws
articles, one review, one User Notes and & letter all published 1n
the same 1asue.

TRIVIA:
Did yeu know that...
~Stephen Flanagan, the author of Data Base 1, marketed quite

succesafully by SPC Software out of Brightwaters, New York,
doing his pregranaing on the Commodore Amiga?

1a now

~Chicago TI-UG members Roger and Orlan Degris created a "49-99"
keybosrd for the 4A in 1985 that had a second function key? The
additional key was built onto the existing 48-key board just to
the left of the letter K. Sort of a compliment to the <ENTER> key
In the same position on the right alde of the board. | remember
"actually seeing one at the 'B6 Fest-—West.

-John Keown, crestor of the Hodule Emulakor that was primartly
uarkeled threugh Pilgris‘s Pride In Philadelphia, is credited with
glving Hyarc’s computer on a card the "Gerneve" name? The name
apparently came from s framed print that was hanging on s wall in
Lou Phillips® place. Lou gave the computer the 9640 designatian,
the 9 coming from the 9900 series chip that the computer 13 based
on and the 640 cowing from the wize of the RAH that 1t comes with.

-Texas Instruments had a promotional policy in effect that offered
a free "Teach Yourself Basic'" cassette to 99/4A purchasers? |
haven't been able to diacovsr when 1t ended, but 1t was stiil In
effect In Hay of 1984 for those whe had proof of purchase prior to
Octobeyr 31, 1983,

~The famous random number generator benchmark that compared the
99/4A to Apple, IBM and Osborne ] computers Cand that ahowed 1t
outperforming them) appeared in an article in the July-August ‘84
tzaue of Interfaces Hagazine, pages 81-877 The article was
anthored by D.T. Modlanoa, R. Scott and L.W. Cornwell.

-Another obscure article on the 99/4A appeared In the Journal of
Computers in Math and Science Teaching, in the Fall of 1983, that
discussed 99/4A computers as acience lab Instruments. The article
appesred on page 28 and was authored by Frederick Thomas.

‘While supporting the TI Community, Mavarcne Induastries moved from
one address In Sunnyvale, Californla to another one, then to
Sonora, Californta, then to Texas, back to Californta and
ultimately back to Texas agaln? (whew!)
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Until next time...

IN THE NEWS

By Gery W. Cox

Texas Instruments hss announced the startup of a TI-CARE Forun
BBS. The BBS 1s a aulti-line system permitting access by several
veerd. The system contains general information about T! products
and sarvices. Users who hive purchased TI-CARE Support Services
have acceass to technical tnformattion... The number for the ayaten
18 C512) 250-6112 300/1200/2400 bd 24hra a day. Call for more
information... Also remember TI Customer Service 1f you need
repalr of your T199/4a or 1[I brand equipment 13 st111 (VOICE)
1-800-TT1-CARES or (BD6) 747-1882.

According to the Hay 1989 West Penn 9% r newsletter of Jeannette,
PA Gary Bowssr of Toronto, Ont Canada has been working on a Z8Q
card to run In tha PEB with the TI99/4a or Geneve 9640. The card
18 mald to allow & umer to run 280 assenbly code plus the games
from Colacovimlon with a big increase in speed over other ZAD
computers. This ts becasuse the card 1s ssid to run at up to
25Hhz, which 18 sbout 6 tiwes faster than most 780 machlnex. The
card 1s described as able top fully {nterface with the TI 9900
microprocesssr Ln a coprocessor/mult Iprocessor type syatea to give
you the Increased speed and menory In TI programs designad with
the 790 cods, making use of the many posszible Functions with the
cards CPU and memory. Gary is currently looking for a Harningstar
CP/H card Ln order to make his card compatible with any CP/H
goftware that was written for 1t. For more information write Gary
Bowser, 432 Jarvis Strest #502, Toronto, Ontarloe, M4Y-2H3 Canads
or call (416) 960-0925%,

W. Irving Crowley author of Checkbock Manager 111 has now
Incressed the price of his program from $10 Lo $12 with a new
improved version relessed. You can order the program directly
from bim at Lost Canyon Road, Pine Level, AL 36065. This program
w11l be demcnetrated at this months neeting.

The Miaml Uners Group 18 offering a program called BOOT which
allows users to use the John Johnsons ram disk menu progran
without having a ram disk... Price is $7.95. VW¥Write Yvette
Hckenzie, 6775 Tamtawi Canal Road, Hiami, FL 33126.

The following edited from the June 1989 Hicropendium.

The Chicago TI Users Group has annocunced its annual TI-Faire for
November 4th at the Holiday Inn at 3505 Algonquin Rd. 1n Relltng
Neadows, Tlltnots. A mocial mixer will be held from €pm unti}
midnight Novesber 3rd with the failr from 9am to Sps the following
day. A dinner will be held after the fair. The TI-Fatire 1= held
in conjunction with the Miluaukee TI Faire November Sth at the
Quality 1nn, 53t1 S. Howell, Ave., Milwaukee, Wisconszin. For
further inforastion contact Sandy Bartels, Chicage TI99/4a Users
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Group, P.0. Box 378341, Chicago, IL 60657 or phone (312)
859-3850. For tnformatlon on the Milwaukea TI- Fatlre contact Gene
Hitz, 4122 N. Glenway, Wauwatosa, Wl 53222 or call (414)
535-0133. [f we attend this yeara falr LL will make the Fi1fth
year in a rew that our group has attended! Lets GO!

Billed by its sponsorlng group as the World’s Falre of Tl Showa,
Tl International Expo 89 18 scheduled for Septesber 16 at the

* Howard Johnson Jnn 1n Alexandrila, Virglnla. The event 13
gponsored by the Hid Atlantic Ninety—Niners. The show is
scheduled for 9am to Spm on the exhibitilon floor at the inn, at
5821 Richmond Highway and 1-95 on the Capital Beltway. A preshow
reception will be held at 6pm the night before the event and a
postshow reception Gpm on the event date follawed by a dinner at
7pm. For Ffurther information write MANERS, T1 Internatlonal Expo
89, P.0. Bou 400035, Rockville, HD 20850 or (301) 340-7179.

TI-Feat West 90 1a scheduled for February 17 and 18 at Days Inn In
Tucaon, Arizona located at 88 E. Broadway just off 1-40. The
event 18 sponsored by the Southwest 99%ers. For more informatilon
call (602) 747- 5046 or the Cactus Patch BBS at (602) 795-1953.

Texanenta 1s currently teeting a new high speed sorting utility
for TI- BASE owners. The sort uttlity is expected to be announced
during the third quarter of 1989. Texazsenta has alsc announced
that they are trying to compile articleas on TI-BASE. Texaments 1s
asking that anyone who hasa written an article or utility to send
tt to them. Texaments hopes to make the materiels avatllable FREE
of charge te TI- BASE owners. For more Information write
Texanents st 244 Mi1ll Rd., Yaphank, NY 11980 or call (516)
475-3480 or (516> 345-2134.

The Hassaschusetts Tl Users Group i1a offering the T! Adventure
Compendium Disk set. The set 1s sald to contaln games requiring
bddventure or Tunnels of Boom module while some work throogh
Extended BASIC, BASIC, Hini-Memory, TE2 or Editor/Assembler.

Price 19 $11.95 for three DS/DD disks, %$15.95 for five DS/SS disks
or $19.95 for 10 S3/SD disks. To order make checka payable to
H.U.N.C.H., P.O, Box 7193, Worceater, MM DOI605-7193.

Barry Boone ts offering a new upgrade EPROH for the Mechatronics
80 column card which among other thinge fixees meny bugs. For
tnformatton write P.O. Box 1233, Sand Springs, OK 74063 or phone
(918) 356-4648 B8~ 10pa CST and weekdays (0am to 10pm.

Alao for more Information on the above news consult the June 1989
Micropendiusn Hagazine. A GREAT source for TI99/4a materiall

14

GENEVE NOTES

By Beery W. Niller

¥Well, the Geneve appeara to be coming along pretty good lately.

In the last month, Myarc has releasad what they say 1s a bug free
version of Advanced Basic that ie bug free by testing each
individual command. MNyarc 1»s asking anyone teating their 'heta’
version to please notify them of any bugs they locate when larger .
programs are used and bugs are found. Myarc has also commented
that the Pamcal runtime syetem will be coming along sherktly, bt |
wouldn't hold your breath as 1 am sure they wilil have ‘beta’
versions with thelr Pascal system too with my prediction 1t will
appesr around the Chicago fair.

Floppy support for the HDCC and the Geneve 1a approaching that of
being finlshed. Version 0.95H has Implemented most ugages,
however, the formatting abillity 1s eti1ll unstable. It is supposed
to be Fixed in an ‘in-house’ verslon of NDOS 1.15H,

Ron Walters has written an extremely nice utility that runs out of
HDOS. It 1 called MENTEST and 1t will check for all avatlable
nemory in the Geneve and report what memory 1s free, awount of
fast ram avallable, and do s byte check on every location and
report any errors it finde. What Is really nice about thl proagram
Is that 1t wer written in 9540 Fortran and 1t used & lot of 1t s
features. The graphics that are displayed when each BK bank 1=
checked along with the other information that i1 displaysd on the
screen nust be seen by every Geneve umer., 1t shows the beglinningn
of what *CAN' be really done with the Geneve and also not too
sentlon 9640 Fortran.

Aleso, Vol 1 3 of 9640News has been released by myeelf. This
1ssue provided one of my largest assembly language endesvors to
date. The progras called MT9640 permits you to create a John
Johnson style Menu am we have oeen on the 4A with the abllity to
create your own menus, view text files, diaplay disk directory,
clone disks, format diska, and the abillity for the user teo
designate what programs he would like to Hulti-task Crun st the

sane time). This program 1y Fairwire unless you sare a 9640Naws
subseriber,

Alzo released on the sane disk were uttlities expanding upon the
use using the 9938 VDP graphice capabllities in extended bastc.
One program called XHI (now V3.0) permits the use of the bitmap
graphica for drawing and varlous pitch sizes of taxt, the abiltty
to display My-Art pictures and many other features ino numercus to
nention. By the same author was & program called XA0O that
psrattted one to use the extended basic saviroment In 80 columnsg
along with the use of true inverses video, blinking, tabbing within
ACCEPT statenants=, and several other festures. Both of these
programs run on any 80 column card. If you do not have an 80
coluan card. you should try to get one as they have been retallting
around $100.00 and are worth i1t. “9640NEWS” alsmo included the
latest in news, some 9640 Fortran demos, the use of inverase video
and blinking tn MDOS prograaming and many other files. )
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Some of the latest news concerning the Geneve has been Bud Hilla
and Ron Waltsrs development of a plug in 512K mencry expansion
card. Several memory options are avallable from a sintsum of
approximately $210 to over $600. Call Bud Mills before ordering
to obtain the current price quotes as chip prices have been
fluctuating lately.

There has also now been sone conftrmations of problems with disks
that utilize the advanced features of Hyper-Copy. Several of ny
geubacribers have noticed that the dieks I distribute may not work
on one drive, but will work on another drive. Since skew and
interlace are iInvolved with Hyper-Copy to optimize disk copylng
and formatting times and that te what I use, that appears to be
the problem. All subscribers that have reported the problem have
commented thle occurs with older drives or drives that have been
realigned Cmorta reamindas me of Dicko's drivea he had resltgned).
If you are awapping diaks that you have copied with Hyper-Copy, be
aware 1f a problem such as this occurs. Jt’'s not that you got a
bad copy of the disk or anything 1a wrong with Hyper—Copy. but
that the disk drive 18 not fast enough with the requiresents of
the disk to read in some of that ’ln betwsen the asector
information® that 18 required.

I would alao tlke to make zome remarks with some prograasming Ln
assenbly language ] have encountered to pass on to those that are
st11l trylng to get that first program written. If you wish to
Hulti-task your program with any other program, the filenane and
length must be In msemory at a location lower than >2000.
Sonmevhere in the neilghborhcod of >400 to >2000 as & bug iIn HDOS
{has been filxed in later versionsa) does not permit 1t to be
outside of that range. [ have alzo been trying to run HDOS from
HDOS. The CLI €vi.14 Commend Line Intrepreter) uses memory pages
>06,>02,>08,>1) for 1t’as addreas space of >0000 to >7FFF when
those pages are mapped Into the memory mapper at
>F110,%F111,>F112,>F113. V¥hen these pages are mapped in, you
actually have runnlng what yoy see on the screen as being the
normal HDGS program. | have gotten as far as making sowe patches
to the code and some appropriate Branches to install a program
within the operating systes and to run MDOS from HDOS. My goals
are to be able to Install & memory resident program and to Flip
back and forth from HDOS/Install program at will., Somevhere 1n
the near future this may be accomplished.

That 1= about all1 [ can think of that has happened recently with

the Geneve. So until next month, or when 1 have time to write
again.
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IN THE MIDNIGHT HOUR

By MHichael Dorman

BBS Activity

A many of you already know, The Midnight Hour BBS has been
locking up & lot lately. 1 flnally narrowed the problem down to a
faulty sertal port (COM1). 1 have switched the BBS operatlon tco
COM2 and that ham seemed to ftx the problem. HNow I need to buy
another serial card for COMI <sigh>.

I have also deleted a lot of PC and GIF files to clear room on the
hard drive for more 4R and 9640 files. This seems to be an
ongoing process an the BBS contains one of the largest 4A/9640
collections around (excluding netional services like GEnie,
CompuServe, and Delpht.)

Speaking of national telecosmunication services, the Source has
been purchased by CompuServe and will cease operation an August 1,
1989. Current Source subscribers have been given the opilon to
Join CompuServa. [ started in telecommunications by jetning
Teunet on the Source several yearm age. Boy, does that seen &
long time ago. The TI sigs on CompuServe, Delphi, and GEnle all
ssen to be doing quite well. (I belong to all three!)

New Uploads

The major upload this month 18 TIPS. Tips 1s a program snd
collection of pteturs files. The picture Flles were gathered fron
PC public domsin mources and converted to T] internal format.

Tips ia an Extended BASIC program that lists, views and printa
these picture files. There 1r aleo an Sncluded program to convert
thase plctures to T1 Artist Inetances.

Tips 1s by Ron Wolcoltt and !# & major project. The flles 1nclude
TIPS.MRK, TIPS.PT1 through TIPS.PTH. That’s right! There are 18
archivad files i1n thie collection. TIPS,PT1 through TIPS.PTH are
collections of plictures from A to Z. Check this program and
collaction of picturs filss cut?! This 1s san incredible public
domain project. Thanks, Ron!

Other 4A files include:
COOLER.BOK — Fi1le on how to make a PEB cooler.

HUDATA.ARK - A useful file listing the heads/cylinders
of sany hard drives.

GENIE.LST - Listing and TI-Base adaptation of GEnle

GENIE.TIB services. See Blll Gaskill’s article in
this newslettar.

PARK117.ABK ~ Verslon 1.17 of Jesse Slicer's hard
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drive head parking programs.

COLUHN%4.ARK — A GOOD text columnizer. Runs from XB.

TIDOS.ARK - A beginning HS5-DOS-1i1ke command set that
uses H.Ricc1o's Enhanced Display Package.

XXB1-5.ARK — A collection of CALL LINKS that extend XB
by Barry Traver and frienda. Complled by
Barry from GENIAL TRAVelER. Very Good!

Geneve 9640 filea iInclude:

CTANGLES.ARK — P.Dam's c99/MDOS graphic demosz.

HENU4OPK. ARK P.Dan’s HENU4O package

VO938TEX.ARK ~ Source files for using TEXT2 mode

ABASIC. ARK

CLRDENOS. ARK
DEHOS-A. BAS
ABHOUSE.ARK

6/30/89 version of Advanced Baalc
and Demonstration prograns.
Docs for mouse usage.

FBLOCKM.ARK - Fortran 9640 new BLOCKH routines

HHDELPHI.ARK - KB Fortran 9640 programs to read
FORDELPH. ARK and store Delphl mesmage base (TI)

LOGITECH - Instructtons for uatng Hi-rez Logltech
1O0GI2.TXT moume with 9640, ILeo-rez docs by Beery.

KGHUSIC.ARK ~ Ken Gilliland’s c99/HDOS music
KGHUS _S.ARK prograss with source code.

MEMTEST.ARK - An excellent memory teating prograa.
Includes expanded memory.

192KMOD - How to add additional VDP HRN.

Next month, U.S5. Hall and Aagard willing, | will review Asgard'ese

new Page Proc 99.
be picking up steam all the time.
prograas bullt arcund Page Pro.

programaer of Page Pro.

pica.

This program 13 alvready a "hit" and appears ta
There are already neveral

1t converts TIPS pictures to Page Pro

1 will alao be demonstrating Page Pro 99 soon at one of the

neetings.

See you next month?
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NOTITOE

Informatlon contatined in T1dBits 1s accurate and true to the best
of our knowledge. Viewpoints and opinlons expressed in TidBits
are not necessarily that of the Hid-South 99’ers. We welcome any
opinlons/corrections from our readsrs, MArticles may be reprintad
elsewhare am long as credit is given to the auther and newslettar,
SGROUP TITNFO
Visitors and potential members may recelve 3 free issuas of
TiDbits whils they decide if they wish to loin (no obligation).
On the top of your label ts a code. A Y means ycu are a member, N
meana 3 frea list, UG means user group and 5 meana s business.
Baeide the Y 12 a date, one year from that date your dues are due.
A dollar sign C$) on the label will indicate that your dues are
due. The llbrary 1s open only to sembers. Library list 15 $1.
Hatl order disk library access ts $2 for the first disk and $1 for
each additional disk ~ max of 5 diske per month. Order by diak
nuaber only. At meetings, library access ts FREE If you exchange
your diask for ours or $1 per disk for our diska. Send all mall
order library requests te librarilan’s address! Send dues and
correspondence to group addraas.

CARLENDAR

HEETINGS: July 20, August 17 (3rd Thuraday!)
WORKSHOPS: July 22, August 26 (4th Saturday!)

24HR TI BULLETIN BOARD
The Hidnight Hour BRS 300/1200/2400/9600 Hayes 501-735-9980
Dial 735-9980 from Memphis srea for toll free call.

GROUP HMAILING ADDRRESS

Hid-South 99 Users Group
P.0. Box 38522
Germantown, Tn. 381B3-0522

LIBRARY ADDRESS
David Ferguson

3377 Creighion Ava.
Memphis, TH 3811B

One of them 1s by Ed Johnson, the

MEMBERSHIP APPIL.TCATION

NAME 11 $15.00 FANILY

ADDRESS L1 $10.00 JUNIOR Cunder 15)
CITY ST _I17

PHONEC __ 3 -~ ' INTERESTS

EQUIPHENT, ETC.

Detach and mail with check payable to: Hid-South 99 Users Group,
P.0. Box 383522, Germantown, Tn, 38183-0522.
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