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HINTS, TIPS & ANSWERS

PRESIDENT’S BIT

By Gary W. Cox

The last weeting went quite well with nearly 30 people attending
fer sur free barbecue meal and me=ting. Thanks to all who cane
out ¢ '

Nomtnations were taken last month for the top 4 offices. The
results are as follows: President - Gary Cox, Vice-Prostdent -
Richard Hiller, Secretary -~ Beery Hiller, Treasurer — Bob Jones.
" Since only ane pereson was nominated for each office only write-ings
will be accepted for others at the slections at thtm month’as
meeting. All other offices are appointed by the Prestident.

Az you may have read,. Micha=l Dorman isa retiring from the job of
‘newslettar edttor and producer this manth after many long years of
sarvice and Marshal Ellts will be taking over the fob. 1 have
#ald thiw many times but it bears repasting “THAIKS MIKE for al}
the work, without you there would not have been- a2 newslettert™
Also, Jim. Saemenes has volunteered for .the Job of librarian and
has satd he vill be addtng more programe and will be coning out
with sn updated 11st of the prograss in the 11brary.

You may have noticed that I am once agaln running for ths offics
of President. - However, to.be honest, I as absolutely worn out.
Therefore, 1 hope ko be doing the job that the Prestdent 1a
=uppased to do and just supervise. MWowstly what this translates
into 18 I need your halp,—eapeclal]y sonecne to type tn articles
for the newsletter, not necessarily write articles but Just type
1h articles from naterial I -already have. The slze of the
newsletter will be completely up to you!

- sembers Inviting thea to cose out and visit once again., FPlus we

will have all kinds of snack food and terrific dencnstrations
Planned.

As' this Year comen to a clows It inm time to reflect uwpon our group
and our future, . Looking back 1 find nyself am one of the oldest
nembers of the group who 1s st111 a wember of the group. oOur
group was forsed way back in 1982 by Howard Watwmson and Dicko
Vandenbury among others whers our neetings at one time enjoyed
attendance of several hundred members. Whan I started 1n the
group It war meeting In a packed basement of The Computer Center
then located at Poplar Plaza shopping center. Soon thereafter the
@roup soved to the Board of Educatian and then briafly to a
weeting hall in a Church and now to our present location at the
Red Cross. Aftar first becosing Prestdent 1n 1985 1 have etther
been President or Vice-Prestdent since then.

Current mRembership nov standa near B and we exchange newsletters
with nearly 60 user groups across the country, Looking back 1t |y
really gutte anazing that our group is still here and In fact,
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that the TI99/4a i3 stlll belng actively usad. The TI99/4a was
first introduced in 1979 as the 99/4 and moon thereafter in 1981
1t becase the TI99/4a where hundreds of thoumands and posslbly
xilllons were socld even after productlon was dropped tn 1983 by
Texas Inatrusents. -¥hile uwany cosputers of yesteryear heave come
and gone such as the Commodore Vic 20 and others with whos the
TI99/4n was in competition with, the TI99/4a 1s stilil very activae
relatively apeaking. New scftware and hardware is stiil beting
produced for it.

What can we expect for the next year in the TI communtty? We can
st1ll expect to wee new hardware and software additions for the
Ti99/4a and Geneve 9640. Too many people -at1ll usa the Tl and a=
long as people keep purchasing equipment ard software new iteams
w111 continue to be produced. However, you would be blind not teo
recagnize the decline tn the use of the T193/4a and Geneve 95540
tovward a dominant IBM coapatible and Apple CMAC) world where the
najority of computer usage 1s heading. Not-just the TI99/4a 1is
affected but all the others such as Commodore, Atarl, Amigs and
othars. - A good percentage of our members own an IBN compatible
including wyaelf but stfll atlck with the TI99/4a for 1t’a fun
aspects and the pleasant diffsrencea that 1a possesses. Plus many
atick with the group for the fellowship and frieadships that we
have developed over the years.

1 think that the TI9%/4a and Geneve 95640 has mome good yeara left
-and T hope that everyone aticke 1t out with us together... Have a
Merry Christwas and a Happy New Yaear!

IN THE NEWS

By Gary W. Cox

Thanka to Charleas Good of the Lima Ohio Tl users group we now hava
4 copy of version 4.3! (40 and 80 columsn) Funnelweb. The copy
will be available for copying at this menths meeting.

The following edited from the November 1990 -Kicropendium.

The Have 99 PE/2 ewpansion box for the Tl and Geneve has a 32 bit
expansion bus that 1an’t usable by the TI or Geneve but could
become the home of a co-processor board that emulates another
computer. According to John HeDevitt, Rave's owner, the 32 bit
bus has a lot of potential for development. He Jdescribed it a=
afmilar to & PC XT bus with an additlonal eight data and address
linen that are currently unusable by the TI or Geneve. He said it
has the potential for expanding memory in the multi wegabyte
range. He said that upe of the bus would depend on a new product.
It’s like the first step in the procesa. If we didn’t do it, ne
one would be able to take advantage of this type of expandability.

Asgard Software has releasad a number of new products. The
company has alsc released tta fall catalogs for software and for
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Sldeways Ficture Printer, a new version of Speall IT! and
Tournament Solitaire. For further information on these products
contact Asgerd Software at P.0. Box 103086, Rockv!lle, MD 20B49,

S Express Software, a partrership between Mickey Schaitt and Hike
Sealy made its official debut at the Chicago T1 Fzire November
3rd. The company has released Adventure Hints Series I, Galactic
Emperors, Sliding Block Puzzles, and Sliding Block Solutlons. For
acre Information write NS Express Software, P.0. Box 498,
Richmond, OH 43%44,

That=® the vary brief news for this month, ¢ ya st the meeting....

PROGRAM BIT

6:145pm. — Doors Open

7:00pa — 2ee§=ng begins - Christnas Party complete with party
ood!

7130pm - General Discumsion, electians.

7:45pm —~ Demonstration of GIF Hanta, demo by Gary Cox.

8:100pm - Demonstration of programe obtained at the Chicage TI

v ‘Faire! Dawonstrations by Jim Saemsnes.

9145pm - Meeting ends, cleanup pertod.

Rob Butler, » wember who lives 1n Mt. Jollet, TN, has the
following 1tems for ssier TI console, PEB with B5222 card, disk
drive, 32K, jJoysticke, TI Writer, Parsec, Extended Baslic, TI
Frogramming Atds, HCM volumes 1 and 5, Tl Ha1l List, Data and Fila
Management and TI-99/4A Calc. Plus he has various books and

magatinss. Asking $150 FOB Nashville. IFf Interested, contact Roh
et his daytime number at 1-800-476-2113.

PAGE PRD 99 PAGE FORMATTER

Novewbar 1990
By Bill Gaskill

The Extanded Basic progras that follows this article 1a called
PAGEFORE (Editors note, programs availsble on disk at the meeting).
It 18 desigred to allowv a single page of text to be produred, 1n
two-column, newsletter style format, that can be imported into
Page Pro 99. PAGEFORN aliows up to 114 linea of text to be
enteared into 8 file. That is the nuaber of lines that will
produce a single page of two-column text for a Page Pro file.
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Each line aay contaln up to 2B characters maximus length.

" To produce a newsleiter, you may type in the text for each page
fres-hand, or it may be luported from a TI-Writer file. PAGEPORM
loads saves all documents 1n DV/80 format, Just ae the Tl-Writer

program does.

When all text for each page haa besn enterad inte a file Lt may be
printed with ragged right sargins, or you may “run it through' the
PAGEFORH Justification proceas prior to printing to enhance the
appearance of -the Page Pro paga.

Justificatlon 1s melective in that 1t allows you to select only
thome lines thsat you want to Justify. PFor examplae, one would not
normally justify the last line ln a paragraph. Lines that have
only one word in them: or blank lines are Ignorad by the
Justification routline.

Pages may be nusbered at the botton of the page during the
printing procesa. You will be proapted for the number to print
and it will appear In the mtddle of the Page Pro page, in the
gutter betwsen the two columns of text that are producad.

PROGRAM OPERATION:

PAGEFORH uses a command mode and a text mode to provide all text
and flle processing features. The text mode 13 active when the
cursor is flashing.  The comsand mode 1a active when the cursor ts
not visible on the screen. Fctn X is used to toggle between the

two modes.

Text aode ls usad to enter taxt that is to be maved or printed.
The coamand mode 1a ussd to access any of the commands listed in
the menu at the base of the screen. Commands are accessed by
preasing the first letter of the command. For example, one wauld
press C to Clear the screen.

PAGEFORM provides six text screens Lhat are capable of holding the
114 text lines available in a | page fila. Paging from one screen
ta another is done by the program, bamed upon cursor position, and
1s thus automatic.

Cursor movement is done via the arraow kays and the ENTER key.

Fcin E takes the cursor back one line at a time and ENTER advances
the cursor one line at & tine. Fctn S and Fetn D move the cursor
horfzontally within a text Line.

Command menu options;

-Clear the current scrasen
-Delete & line of text
-End of flle access
-File name and path display
~Just!fication of text
=Insert a blank lins
- ~Load a ftile
—Qutput/input path change
—Pages prints f1le in Page Pro forsmat

6

—(utt the prograa
-Save a ftle in TIW format
~Top of ftle access

Optiona available from the command mode that are not listed on the
menu include the ability to toggle the over write protect mode
on/off (F43, the ability to purge the current ftle (F8) and the
the ability to catalog a disk 1n the active drive (Fetn E/X).

EXFLANATION OF MENY OPTIONS:
~CLEAR allows the current screen to be erased in a single key
press. A cleared acreen may be restored by selacting the Top

command, or by prassing the nusber 1 key to digplay screen one.

—~DELETE physically removes a line of text from the flle. You may
use Fctn 3 to erase a line, but must use DELETE to actually remove

‘1t mo that the next lowest line on the screen takes the deleted

11ne’s place tn the file. To use DELETE, simply place the curser
at the line to be deleted and then press Fetn X to acceas the
command mode. Then press D to Delete and the line will be
removed.

—END displays screen six and places the cursor on Iine 114, In the
text mnde.

~FILE displays the path/flle nawe of the last file that was elther
losded or maved. If netther operation has besn performed, such as
when you aras vorking with s new file, the display will be blank.

—INSERT phystically "pushea" each line of text downward to make
room for a blank line. You can insert a blank line at any poilnt
in & file except line number 1. To use INSERT simply place the
cursor at the line where a blank 1tne 1= to appear, press Pctn X
to accese the command mode, snd then preas [ to Insert,

~JUSTIFY allows you te right Justify se=lectively. When J is
pressed from the commend wode the file 1s placed at screen 1 apd
the first line of text to be Juotified 1m displayed at the bottom
of the acreen.

You are promptad to press Fctn X to skip the line 1f desired,
ENTER to sllow 1t to be Justified or Fcitn 9 to abort and return to
the text entry mode. Blank lines, lines that contaln only one

word, and lines that sre already justified are tgnored by the
routine.

~LOAD retrieves a document from d1sk and then dieplays 1t on
screen. Fctn E/X may be used to catalog the disk that you are
retrleving a document fron. See Special Features for more detatl

—OUTPUT provides pathing options for loading and saving of files.
¥hen QO (not zero) is presaed you may spacifiy DSK2, 3 or even LY
as the path where your Filas #111 be read from or written to.

-PAGES first prompts You for the name of the Page Pro file that
will be printed to disk 1n two-column format. The default 1s
DSK1.PAGEL. Type aver It to sult your needs. A prompt for the

7

b e




e et 18 L0 8 L0 e 0 L8 10 L8 50 O 10 0 8 03 Pk 4 08 17 18 A8 0 0k 2 12 0 0 g 8 8 P s P - o 0 g ot e g

page nuaber then appeara and finally the number of tabs apaces
from the left margin to begin printing at. Using the dafault of 1
tab space will allow for a 1 coluan laft margin and a 1 column
right wargins on the Page Pro page. Fctn 9 will abort file
printing and the spacebar will suspend 1t until the spacebar 1a
released.

—QUIT prompts you for a Y/N key press to confirm that you DO wish
to exit the progran. Any key preass not a Y will return the
program to the potnt you laft when (@ was pressed.

-SAVE writes an existing flle to disk for latar access. An e
overvrite protect-mode 1» built into SAVE that protects exlating
files from being destroyed. See Specilal Features for more detall.

~TOP displays screen I and placea the cursor on line one
regardless of where you ars at in the file. It is the coupliment
to the END command.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

A di=k cataloging option may be used from the LOAD prompt by
pressing the Fctn E or Fctn X keys before the flle name to load 1a
enterad. This will cause the contents of the dlsk In the active
drive to ba displayed at the base of the screen, ons file at a
time. Presasing any hey will advance the cataloging to the next
file name. Pressing F9 will abort the catalog routine and return
to the LOAD prompt where the last file listed In the catalog will
be displayed, ready to load.

PAGEFORH also provides an overwrite protect feature in the SAVE
cosmand. It will warn you when an exlsting file 15 about to be
overwritten. The overwrite protect feature may be disabled or
enabled with Fetn 4. It 1¢ enabled as the default. When 1t 1s
disabled an asterisk 1a displayed to the right of the word "Load"
on the command lins, to let you know that You don’t have the
protection avatlable.

Should you wish to totally purge the current document, you may
presa the REDO, Fctn 8, keys while 1n the command mode to clear
out the text buffer. This option will re-RUN the program, B0 Once
It 1as chosen, there 13 no way to recover a purged document. BE
CAREFUL!

CREATING TEXT:
i

1f you choose to use TI-Writer or one of its clones to creste the
text for your neweletter, make sure that the left sargin La set to
zero and the right one to no more than 28. Alsa make sure that
114 text lines or ewpty lines are in the file. PAGEFORN reads and
writes exactly 114 lines in aach file, whether they are blank
linas or not

When you are ready to save the fills, PRINT 1t to disk using the PF
optlon, and use the Clear option to remove all carrlage rsturns.
For example, C DSKI1.PAGE]L.

PLANNING THE PAGE PRO PAGE LAYOUT:

8

Before you create s two-column file for use in Page Pro you will
want to conmider the newszletter banner and the use of pilctures
mixed within your text.

Newsaletter banners are easily added to the top of page t fron
withtin the Psage Pro program. Fctn 9 toggles the font slze froa
noraal to gigundouvs Cis that a word?) and the gigundous font makes
a supsrb banrer. Since PAGEFORM ures only 59 of the 66 lines
available on a Page Pro page, you should have wore than enocugh
space for the banner an a couple of other lines llke the club
address or whatever.

Inclusion of pictures 1n your text requires a little plarning.

The rule that I follow Is te know the size of the plcture(s)
before I format the text or type the text into the PAGEFORM aditor
CI find 1t eamier to do manipulaticon of text around a plcture 1n
the PRGEFORM editor than in FI-Writer, but that is a perecnal

- choice). Once 1 know the picture size I then can allow for the

picture(s) where ever ! want to. For exanple, the 99/4A picture

- that comes with Page Pro 1s & spaces high, by I4 spaces long.

That means that I should allow 8 rows and at 16 celuans of aspace
in the colusn where [ am going to insert the 99/4h picture. This
allows for a L charscter moat of white space arcurd the picture In
the printed page later.

To determtine picture size | Just boot up Page Pro, load the
picture that [ am going to use, press Ctrl 0 (obh, not zero) to
turn the picture off, and then count the number of blocks at the
widest point in the picture and then at the highest. I then just
leave the requisite numbar of rows and columns blank when entering
the text, soc that kerning 1is already done when the formatting of
the text takes place. While this is not an idesl method, 1t's the
only one that PAGEFORM will support.

A'word of caution here though. Line 57 represents the bottom of
the two-column page on the left-hand coluan of text and line 114
does the mame for the right-hand column. Make sure that you don't
put your pileture spaces Cthe blank rows and coelumns) sc close to
the bottom of the page that the actual picturs won't fit vhen it
cowes time to insert it into ths Page Pro page.

Once you have printed your text using the PAGES option on the
command menu you can load Psge Pro. To read the file into Page
Pro that you crested with PAGEFORH, place the cursor at an
appropriate position auch ams Row 4, Column 2, and then sslect the
file loading optione [(Ctrl F). Chocse 3 Cimport) and then press
XENTER>. Type In the nawe of the fils created in Page Form and
then press <(ENTER> again. The two-column text file will appear,
with a 1 charscter margin on each side and a 2 character gutter in
the atddle.

Bill Gaskili

2310 Cyprass Ct.
Grand Junctlion, CO 81506

STATE OF THE 4A




ORPHAN NEVEF LACKING LOVING PARENTAL CARE
By Steve Hickelson

Today’s atate—of-tha—art cosputers have an abundance of features
which would have been considered truly amazing only a few years
ago. For example, 1t"® not unusual for contemporary systems to
inciude spraadsheet and wordprocessing capabilities, or archade
ganes featuring sulti-colored screens,muslc and digitized apeech.

But a computer existed more than half a decads ago that already
had all of tha above features and more. That cosputer was Texas
Instruments’ TI-99/4A, also known as the original "“Home
Computer”{a ters coined by TID. Dezpite being an orphan, for five
yeares this computer has survived and thrived.

Tl produced over 3 1/2 wmillion of the 16-bit TI-$9/4A computer
congoles worldwide.. Including about 1/4 million Expansicn Systens.
Host of the esarly moftware produced for the Tl was "locked™ in
GRON (Graphicas Read Only Mesory) cartridgss distributed through
Ti. For each cartridge aold, TI collected a fee - a policy which
unfortunately discouraged many potential software writers,

After TI unsuccesafully tried to undersell the popular Commcdaras
Vic-20, the company decidad to cut its losses. 7TI stopped
production of the TI-99/4A in October 1983. By rights, thias 5
phould have led to-the diasappearance of the computer within a
couple of years. ’

But deapite TI's fallure in the marketing the 99/4h, the company
had assured the survival of its orphan cosputer by implementing a
policy of consumer satisfaction.

Suppart for the user

Back tn the early 80"a, Tl responded to the computer literacy
needas of many fledgling users by creating a nuaber of regional
warkshops, exclusive to the 99/4A. Also a regular bulletin was
mailed out to uaers.

As sales rose, demand for Informatlion ocutstripped supply. Thim
led the company to encourage the foraatton of local user groupa.
Tl sent out starter packages to aid in the formation of local user
groups. These new groups began theilr own newalstters to their
mnenbers. A number of user groups began to exchange newsletters.
When TI pulled the plug on their popular home cozputer, the
existing network of user groups filled the void, providing the
invaluable tschnical assistance nesded by users.

Additional technical and hardware support

The TI-99/4A endured for ancther reason. Since the 99/4R was
butlt to the high commercial standards of Texas [nstruments’
mini-computers, many systeas have bsen In use for five or more
years with 1ittle or no need for repairs. For those users with
problemss, Tl created a toll- free 300 line called "“TI CARES". TI
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relessed updates for example exlating Tl software, and aven some
previocualy commercial softvare programs, to all ueser groups for
releases in the public domainm.

Support for orphaned 99/4A's also cawme from many third-party
gcurces. Far exanple, a couple of magazines, Home Computer,
HICROpendium and Asgard News, caterad exclusively to the TI uamer
Cthough Home Computer is now deceased). And many hardware
manufacturers picked up the slack, incraeasting production of cards
for existing expansion syatems, as well as designing brand new
add-ons and sxpansion systews. Among these companiea, Hyarc is
probably the best known.

Sharevware software and hardware kits have also cowe from talented
individuals within the wmany 99/4R user groups. For example, the
Horizon RAM disk and NBP real~time carda have come from user
groups. And DH-1000, -2 disk manager from the Ottawa User Group,
haa bacows the standard tn the worldwide 99/4A community.

From mall ordar to regtonal TI Falrs

Several mat1l order suppliers still seet the needs of TI usera.
&nd now another forum has ewmerged for users to not only wee the
latest hardware and software for the 99/4A, but aslsc to meet the
remaining software authors and distributors within the TI

-communtty. - That forum Is the local or regional TI Fair. Chicago

Just had their sixth annual Tl Fatr, with others taking place 1n
M1lwaukee, Fhiladeiphia, Las Vegas, and Loa Angelas.

In Canada, Ottawa and Halifax have been local focal potnts for TI
Foruaa. These eventa, usually held in community hallas or
auditoriums, give Tl uasers an opportunity to meet one ancther in
person, ses the latsst hardware and software, and haar lectures
and demonstrations on thetr beloved orphan computer. TI-ers have
been known to travel hundreds or thocusands of mlles Just to attend
such an esvent.

The legend lives on

Today, many of the original TI computers sre still 1n sarvice.
For example, some of these robustly built syatems have seen two or
thres owners without enduring any hardware fallure.

Surpriaingly, wore options are now avallable for the TI-99/4A, 1n
hardware and acftware, thar when Texas Inztrumanta origilnally
discontinued the computer. There ars now several languaiges for
the 99/4A1 Extended BASIC, two versions of Forth, a Turbo Pascal,
Pilot, Fortran, and c99, saong othars. There are currently also
several data bases, 1ncluding TI-Base (which looks similar to D
Baae I[1). Other avatlable databases ara Creative filing Systen
and PH Base.

A host of other useful programs are now avallable too. For
axample, thers are utilities that allow the uaser to port text
files to and from an IBM, by reading/writling and even fcrmatting
jn IBM diak format. There are smevaral good grahics prograns,
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‘tncluding TI Artist, Picamse, Joypaint, and Graph X. And as for
word procesaora, there are Companicon, Writsrease and the Preas.
As well, a number of advanced disk, diagnostic and asaemblar
utilities are available for any interested 99/4A users.

Naw Hardware

New hardware add-ons for the TI tnclude voice recognoition
systess, trackbsllas, mice, 80-coluan cards, double and quad disk
contrcllars, as well as hard disk controllers, resl-time clock
cards, speoch cards, digitizera, music—synthesizer csrds, and
battery-backed RAW disks with up to one megabyte of pageable
apmory.

It ts also posaible to purchase IBH-XT keyboards interfaces, and
hardware to dump the older cartridge software to disk.

One of the most recent hardware developments has bean the Hyarc
9640, also known as the Geneve. The Geneve, literally a computer
on a aingle card, hae many features of the discontinued TI-99/8,
as well as a numnber of other fesatures which are sinlpy state of
the art.

For exawple, the Ganeve usen the upgrade—compatible Yamaha 9938
video display chip. #And this "intelligant” video chip has mouae
and joystick ports built in, with 80 ¢olumn display, digitizer
capabilities, as well as cosposite, anslog RSB, and R¥-modulated
video outputs.

The Geneve has the same sound chip aa the 1! and comes with IBM
XT, i2- function keyboard. The opsrating system, H-DOS, has the
sama comrmand set as HS-DOS. Yat, a GPL software interpreter
creates a TI-emulated operating environmsnt within the 9640, one
vwhich lats most of the 99/4A prograss run on the Geneva as tf thay
were booted on a 99/4A.

Nevertheless, the Geneve's 12 HHz clock speed allowa the user to
run prograas st selectable speeds up to 3 1/2 times Fanter than
those of the 4A. The 9640/Geneve has 32K ar an optional 64K of
O-watt memory, plus 640K of RAN on the card. Also, the Geneve has
i'battery—backed real-time clock. The Geneve’s graghic ocutput te
up to 512X424 pixels, tn any of 256 coloura.

Recent software offerings for the Geneve include a mouse-driven
art progras which can load and print 99/4A art and GIF pictures,
as well as GEHE, a mouse-driven windows-lilke utility, which allows
up to four programs to run at the sasse time. Overall, ths Geneve
brings to the Ti-user many advanced featurea not possible tn the
TI-99/5A.

A bright future

In the nesr future, we can expect a MIDI interface card, a
Cenadlan bullt I-80 card, Kermit software, GIF software For the
Tl, and possibly an IBM co-processor card. Also, axpectsad in the
near future is a stand-alone Geneva computer system, available tc
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any wser who does not already own a TI-99/4A systenm.

As leng za we have a dadlcated coamunity of lnnovative
enthustasts, the TI-99/4R orphan will continue to endure and
prosper a contemporary classic, one of the true paradoxes in
today's computing world.

Steve Mickeleon is President of the Toronto 9T9 Uaers Group and
adits Hewsletter 9T9.

The sbove article was written in the early fall of 1988 and waas
printed in the January edition of Toronto Computes. Thila article
way be reprinted by any non-commercial newsletter, providing
credit 1s given to the author and publication.

- Commercial publications may write: Toronto Computes c/o ConText
-Publishing Inc., 60 St.Clair Ave.

West, Suilte
#1,Toronto,Ont. , H4V-1H7, CARADA; FAX (416)925-7701, phoane
C416)925-4533.

The suthor may be reached c¢/o Newsletter 9T9,109-2356 Gerrard St.
Eask, Toronta, Ont.,M4E-2E2,CANADA.

GIF MANIA REVIEW

Review by Gary W. Cox

GIF Hania 13 a new progras written by Barry Boone and aold through
Texawents., For those who are not familiar with the term GIF, GIF
atands for Graphics Intsrchange Foraat and 1s a format for saving
plctures for viewing on a computer. OGIF is probebly the most
popular format for saving plctures and a vast array of pictures
are available through BBS5's, among othar places. Sc¢ in other
worda, the same GIF’'s that you can view on a PC you can now view
on your TI (to certsin limitationsa). GIF pictures include
plctures of just about anything you can think of frowm pretty
country scenea to pictures of people... Hany people may be
familiar with the ters RLE farmat pilctures. The difference
betwaen BLE and GIF 1s that GIF sllows pictures in color while RLE
doean’t and SIF allows higher resclution pictures than what 1s
avatlable -1n RLE format.

GIF Hanla 18 geared more toward TI99/4a ownera as it does not take
advantage of the graphics capabilitiesa of the Gereve aor any
graphtcs card that you may have. However, it does display GIF
plcturans to tha beast of the ablltty of a TiI99/4a. Furthermore,
GIF Manmia allows the GIF picture to be saved in TI-Artlst format
whersby the picture then can be printed using TI-Artist...
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Several options are avatlable in the program to change the way
your GIF ptcture looks including displaylng your picture in grey
seale, monochrows etc... Thus wikth many GIF picturas, aapecially
those which contalns wany colors {256 colors etc...) options to
filter the way your picture looks becomes useful. GIF Mania also
diaplays the resolutlon of the plcture and how marny colors are
originally embedded In 1£. Pictures with 16 colors and lower

resclutions display batter than plctures with -more colors and high -

resolution. You might compira the way the GIF pictures leok on
the TI to that of CGA on an IBN
compatible.

I found GIF ments to provide a good 11nk between the TI and GIF
graphics files and ts in fact, the only program that I know of on
the TI99/4a to allow the TI$9/4a to ume GIF plctures and convert
thew to Ti-Artist format. In erder to display GIF pictures in
higher resolution and in full color you will need elther a Geneve
- a¢ & graphics card providing that capability along with a GIF
displayer compatible with such equipment...

C?at for GIF Nansa 1» $14.95 plus $3 shipping from Texamenta of 53
Center Street, Patchogue, NY 11772 (516) 475-3480. Program

requires 32k, a disk system and Extended BASIC or Editor/Assembler
and 1s HFBC compatibla. The progras comes with several sanple GIF
picturaz plus many GIF pictures are avallable on the Hidnight Hour

BMS. GIF Hanta will be demonatrated at this months meeting.

T

HINTS, TIPS & ANSWERS

Edited by Bill Sponchla of the Ottawa TIS9/4a Users Group. Tips
cowe from various authors...

1 Outdenting— This i1a the reverse of “indenting”. It will allow
ftrat line of a paragraph to be start farther to the left then the
remaining lines in the paragraph. ag - ".LHi2;IN7;RN71" causes
the first line to start at column 7 and subsequent lines to begin
at coelumn 12.

2. When using REPLACE STRING you muat be in the same MODE (Word
wrap or Block) that the original document was produced in.

3. This is for use in Funnelweb Text Editor mode {note: it may
work for regular TI-Writer but I’m tiot sure.) Want to convert the
character camss (Upper to Lower) Lower to Upper)?

1) Upper to Lowsr - depr=ss CTAL and ".“ (pariod)
_ 11) Lower to Upper — depress CTIRL and ";* (sesi-colon) By
kesaping the keys depressed the autorwpsst functton will takas
affect and every character the cursor passes over will be
converted.

4. To save part of a document insert in front of the filename tha
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first line nuaber you wished saved then elther a comma or a space
and then the last lire number you wished saved. g - 5,30
DSK1.MINUTES or 5 20 DSK1.MINUTES - will save the lines 5 to 30,
Incluaive, onto disk drive #1 under the name MINUTES.

5. To "“get rid™ of the line nuabars on the left of the screen
preas FCTIN O (zerc). To get them back preas FCTN D again.

6. If you erase a line in error, press CTRL 1 Cknown a3z *"@OPS!'")
and your line wtll ba restored. MHote: This will work ONLY 1f ne.
other keys vere pressed betwesn the erasing and “00P3".

7. When using the "SearcH” coamand remesber thakt the search ta
only from the point that the cursor 1s located. Therefsre to
aearch the total document the curscor aust be on-line 1 before you
go to the Command mode.

" 8. To backspace beyond the left sargtn press CTRL Y. This will

temporarily disable the left margin. There 13 no right margin
release. ’

8. V¥hen using the Header or FPooter cowmand with the pags number
it is posnible to have NO value-printed Ceuch as for the
Introductton, etc) by using the .PA format comwand with a value of
zerc. The-page numbering will begin on the following page. A

10. TI-¥Writer can save a file in othar than the normal D/V80
format by using the PF comeand and ejther putting a “F" in front
of the filerame (ite F DSK1.MYFILE) or by putting a "C" in from of
the filename. “F' causes 2 file to be created in a Display/Fixed
80 format. "C™ atripm any control characters frowm the file ams i1t
is sent.

11. TI-¥Writwr can be used as a databasne. Each Line muzt be a
record and set up exactly the same. For exanple if the data was
names, addresses and phone numbers then all names aust start in
the same columny all addresaes must atart in the same colusn and
all phone numbers muabt start in the ssme coluan. There can be no
1ines which are blank or which have other types of inforsatlon on
them (1a — titles). Then ualng the program SORT UTILITY (by D R
Ronmer J Clulow) you can sort this file. Once sorted. which is
done very quickly, titlem can be added tf you are printing 1t out.

i2. There are CTRL keys squivalents to mcat FCTN keys, plus a few
othara. For example to tab to the right you can go FCTH 7 or CTRL
Wi to tab back (to the left} you can go CTRL T Cthere i3 no
equivalent FCTN key).

13. If yocu muat go to the bottom of your text Cand it ts very

‘long),; inateadof paging down simply go to the Cosmand Line and

praas 5" for "show line"™ and at the prospt "entsr line number"
Just type “E" and preas ENTER. "E" 13 a valid line number for the
last line C(end) of a document. This feature 1m active in all the
commands requiring you to enter a line number.

14, If you wish to prevent the form feed at the end of printing
when using the Formatter then make the last line of your text ".PL-
1", Thias will suppress the form feed, but note: do not forget to
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‘reset PL 1f you have another docuwent to print.

iS. You can string the formatter commands on the same line
separated with a pewicolon. eg — LM 10BN 70;IN +53;F1;AD

16. If you sre having problems with formattar cormnands, maka sure
they ars UPPERCASE lettsrs.

17. To avoid a BUFFER FULL notice you just save the files as it
gels larger, then use the SD command to see the file mize. The
BUFFER t= full at 92 sectors.

18. ¥hen uzing the .CE comsand you NUST also use the .LM and .EN
commands because .CE centres the tesxt between the SET margine, not
necessarily the middle of your paper.

19.
each pertod. To control this when you are typing such things aa
"Mra. E Saith" or 1023 H. QOueen Street” then use the " sign
in place of the space after the period. og — Mra. E Swith; 1023
N, Queen Street.

26, 1f you must heve a dot In column one of your text,

transliterste 1t. ".TL 124:46" will sllow FCTN A to print out a a
period.

21. To craats a File with out line feeda yat Formatted, do the

following: .

1) use the FORMATTER to print the text to disk
. 11) go back to EDITOR end do a Print Flle C(PF) replacing PIO
with C DSKn.fllenane. ' -

’

25. If you wish to tnclude a program l1isting tn your docuwent
insteadof retyping It into Ti-Writer just LIST the progran to the
diskette using the following command LIST “DSKn.fillenaws". This=
w}1ll pave the progrss In DISPLAY/B0 format which allows it to be
Tqad by TI-Writer. You can now load this file into TI-Writer and
place the carrtage return charsacter at the end of each progras
line.

23. If you wish to place a Carriage Return at tha end of a 1ine
of text (an line without the return will usually eccur when you
have inserted blank lines in the test and then put text on them)
then place the cursor at the end of the tsxt and press CTRL 8,
Thia will place a Carrlage Return where you want 1t and insert a
blank line below. [f this line is not wanted you can delste 1t
with FCTN 3.

24. You can get & print out of your file WITH LINE NUMBERS when
printing out of the Editor mods by placing an "L* and a space
before the printer name In the command tnstruction. ag - L PIC
This will eltininate the last 6 characters st the end of sach line
C#75 to #8680 therefore keep your line langths to a maximum of 74.

25. Did you know that you can type anythirng you want after a

carrlage return ON THE SAME LINE and 1t won't print out) but 1t
will SAVE. This 1s great for text notes for screen readling.
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The Formatter also ensures that you have two spaces after :

26. W¥When typlng up a docunent which uses certain long worda or
phrases frequently then a tlme saver (and also added i1nsuranca
agalnst typing errors) ls to type the words in shortform or
tnitlals (ie — TI-ARTIST could become TIA; Ottawa TI-99/4A Users
Group could become OTIUG). When you are fintshed with the
document use the Replacs Siring function (ES) to change the words
back to the full apelling (eg - /TIA/TI-ARTIST/). Care aust be
taken in three forms when uaing this:

1) the search only begina froa the spot that the cursor 1z on
80 to do the whole document insure that the cursor is on line 1
befors atarting.

11) the search will locate all occurrences of the string.
Therefore if the string searched for 12 "at™ 1t #111 find word
“at"™ and also the "at*™ in "cat* and *‘*that", atc. So bafore
telling the wmachines to “Change all occurrences automatically be
qure this prograa can‘t ar!sa. If you are not confldent of this
it 1s best to walk through and change each ssparately as 1t 1s
found. : ’

111) as a reformstting will be done wherever a charge 1s made
it would be wise to review the document after to be sure that it
is atill formatted correctly.

27. -‘Whan using the FIND STRING command you can specify which .
column range to search. eg - 5 15 /text/ will look for the string
“text” In the columas 5 through to 15 incluailve.

28. If your printer does rot have a slashed zarc and you want to
print it out that way use the following Transliteration: printed;
then backspace £B)) and then a printing of a slash C47).

29. Two files can be loaded iInto the Editor-Cassuming the total

aize 18 not too large for memory) by loading in the Firast file

then doing a LF and entering E DSKn.YYY (whare nadiak # and

YY¥Y=second filed. This will load the mecond file after the end of
- the first file.

30. If you don't like the windowting when uaing the 80 column
format then set the wargina for O and 40 and turn off the 1ine .
numbers (FCTH 0). Vhen you are fintshed reset tha left and right
sargina to what you desire and reformat each paragraph.

31. You can merge pectlona of & second file tnko the current
document by the following entry using the LF cosmand:

25 7 12 DSKL.YYY ~ Thia will load lines 7 toa 12 (incluaive) from
file YYY to the current document after line 25.

32. 1If you are using FUNNELWEB 4.i or greater after you have the
directory on the screen (using the 5D comsand) you will be able to
sae how many lines are tn a file by marking the flle and then
requesting (V)iew. The line count will ba shown at the bottom of
the acreen.
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HOME ACCOUMTING YSTEM

PERSONAL UDITOR

For a limited tima, the same Personal Auditor that was
rated "A" in performanca by MICROpendium publighar

John Koloan can be Yyours for only $9.0a@,
it right? Just $9.99 ;s 8ll you need to

copy of the most completa cash, cheeking, & creditcard
Hanagenent system available for the TI-939.-4R,

This is not a linited-faaturse "demo" disk, but a Full-
featured copy of V1.19, which is tha latest that's
available. You wiil recaive 3 Flippy disk with alt the
Unprotectad Parsonal Auditor sode an the face side
and a corplete set of hel Files on the fFlip side that

will help you evaluatae zh- product.

If you like what You see, tha
isk verasion, and Pro jectFiles disk Ma
For an additional ¥11.99, pius 3
of shipping.
hou? Gat startad on Lhe 1991 budget & income tax stufFrF
tarly. Thare is simply no mora com late program to
get the job done with than PERSONAL SUDITUR.

FERTURES:

- RERAL accounting power and Fleaxibility, not Just
chackbook ranagement. Handlas CASH, CHECKING and
CREDITCARD tracking. Calculatas Met Horth, doas
graphs for visual ELrend analysis and more.

~ Handias up ko 24yas transactions

Per year with
68 diffarant budget categories.

Provides:

Recount comparisans by month,

ARudit Trail craation Faor spacific sccounts,
Budget versus Rectual Analysis,

Extensiva reporting capabilities,

Incorme tax daduction tracking,

Net UWorth dehqrnination,

Year to datae analysis and much More. ..

[ ]

Requires:

~ Extended Basic, 32K memnory, disk and a printar.

Full Syskam Price $23.84 plus $3.p9@ Shipping #»=»

Bill Gaskill
2319 Cypress Court
Grand Junction, €O 81586

12,30
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" Mail order disk library access s $2 for the firat diask and $1 fong
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NOTICE

n contained in TidBits is accurate and true to the best &
:?f:::a:;:uladge. Viewpoilnts and opiniona efpresaed in TidBits 3
are not necessarily that of the HWid-South 99°ers. We walcome :nzr
oplinlons/corrections from osur readera. Articles may be rep:l:te !
elsewhere as long aa credit 1s gtven to tha author and newsle erig

SROUP INMNFO -

|

2
1
"

and potentisl members may receive 3 fres lasues of
;:;grgsawhllapthey decide If they wish to join (no obligation).
On the top of your label 1s a code. A Y means You are a2 meabar, |
means 3 free liat, UG wmeans user group and S means & business. .i
Beside the Y 1s a date, one year from that date your dues are due.g
A dollar sign ($)D on the label will tndicate that Your dues are E
due. The library ie cpen only to membsrs. Library liat 13 $1.

. by disk
h additional disk — max of 5 disks per month. Order y i
:::be: only. Mt mweetings, ltibrary access 31z FREE 1f you exchangevg
your disk for ours or $1 per disk for our disks. Send all mail 4
order library requests to librarian’'s address! Send dues and

3

correspondence to group address. E

CALENDAR E
KEETINGS: - Dacember 2G C3rd Thuraday!) %
WORKSHOPS: TFO BE- ANNOUNCED - !
' 24HR TI BULLETIN BOARD &

The Nidnight Hour B2S 300/1200/2400/9600 Hayes 501-?35-9930ﬁ
Pial 735-9980 from Kemphis area for toll free call. 3

CTEROUP MAITILING TADDRESSS
‘ Nid-South 99 Usera Group
P.0. Box 38522
Garsantown, Tn. 38183-0522
TL.IRRARY ADDRESS
David Ferguson

3377 Creighton Ava.
Hemphis, TH 38118

HEMBERSHIP: APPLICATION

NAHE - |1 $15.00 FAMILY

ADDRESS i | { $10.00 JUNIOR Cunder 15)
CITY ST __ZI?p

PHONE( ) = : INTERESTS

EQUIPHENT, ETC.

Detach and matll with check payable toe: Hid-South 99 Users Group,
P.0. Box 38522, Germantown, Tn, 361B3-0522.
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