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——————————————————————————————————————— by Gary W. Cox

Many of those fn our group who have attended the Chlcago TI
Fajre each year may know OGrant Schmalgemeler, one of the
foundars of the Chlcage TI User Group.- ©Grant passed away
February 1lth at the age of 7P years old and ls survived by his
wife, Ethel and three daughters. Accoxding t¢ Hal Shanafield,
president of the Chlcago user group “ha's golng to be missed.
He 414 a lot of behind the scenes stuff." I also knew Grant as
he was the one that I contacted each year for information about
the Chicago TI Falre.

At our meeting last month we has a good surprize as we had
our own 1llttle TI Falre of sorts! George Lofton (member of our
group) purchased at an auctlion several hundred TI cartridges and
had them for sale at the meeting (most of them $2 each)l It was
a good deal for everyone. He should be back agaln this month
and we will have a listing of the cartrlidqges that ha has left in
tha next newsletter.

So far two people have turned In articles in response to
the prize giveaway mantioned in last months newsletter. Bill
Gasklll will get the first pick on the prizes and Robart Bruce
the second pick leaving 2 more prizes! Get those articles in
guickl

Not much more to talk about so I'll sae you at this months
maating...

IN THE NEWS

--------------------------------------- By Gary W. Cox

Several new products are currently in the works for the
TI99/4a and among them is a fax/modem running up to 249Pfbd as a
modem and 96Ppbd as a fax according to Information in the
February 1992 HMicropendium. Projected cost is between §175 and
$209.

The next Chicago TI Faire date has now been set to October
31st Iin Chicago Tillinois. The falre sight will be the sBame as
last year at the Elke Grove Hollday Inn.

The following edited from the Fabruary 1992 Micropandium:

Robert Merritt of Comprodine Software has released a new
program for use with coler printers. "Color Banner Maker® s an
all assembly language program that, like {ts predecessor Banner
Maker uses TI Artist fonts and pictures. Azcordlng to the
manaxfacturer, every plcture in a banner can be any of the seven
colors supported by the color printer. the text itself can be
elther all one color or a "railnbow" effect, whereby each
successive character changes to the next printer color or an
"alternate* effect with two colors alternating throughout the
banner. Color Banner Maker is written £for the Star NX-1#88
Ralnbow Printer and all compatibles. Cost 1s $1¢ plus $1.59
shipping and handling. Send orxder either to Paul Coleman, 3971
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B.E. Lincoln, Portlana 0
R 97214
Mazzltt, 1949 Evergrean A;o., ?ullert::,tgncggg;gdine' cso Roger

Hedia wWare Software is 4
recently found
supporting the Ti99/4a, according to Mark Wachggt: cg:p:gy
Company. Programs tha company offers include the following: ¢

European Creatures, described aa
qualit m
an:mala and hybrids ready to use as &g Page Proypict£:::1?QIca1
Beta. Minimum is five sets at 81 par sat, " 813

Graphie Grabber Pript Module, Q
; describes as an all new
routlne Eor Bud Wright's Graphic Grabber (included frea?r;::

printing labela design -
for $6. gned through TI-Artist, The Program sells

Artist COnveralons, Cconsistin
) g of two progr
g:e::l.ch converts CSGDs to Instance format, ghega:::;dth;rglzut
; es Tl Artist Fonts from Extended EASIC aa easily as m ine
n a program. The package sells for g6, eraing

aavadpag: Pz: :order Fonts, a disk of border fonts which can ba
Saved Plctures and used to Creats a page. 2 second disk of
Pie page files is included. The package sells for 7 °

SoftH::: mo;:‘infgamatlon or to place an order, write Media Ware
HoLt cheék 64th Ave., Ste 15, Sunrise, FL 33313-3%5p
$ payable to Mark Wacholtz and add $1.50 per order '

A collectlon of 119 subprograms writt
en b J

;z;::;ryofggglﬁropendlums XB BASIC column fzamyhovzigzr fgsrgé
sora tiplda2 as been made available by the author and will b
o non-gg MICROpendium for 86. The routines may be used ie
Apilican- n:mercial soitware, shareware for freews .
coplic htn or written Permission to upe in commercial soft are

¢btained from Jerry at 1323 Mantle, 8t., Baltimore Ha:g

r

21234, The programs c
Box 1343, Round Rgck, Txa?aggn?bta‘“‘d from MICROpendium at p.o.

Software and More has releas
ed a disk of ¢
:gn;unagsgs;fczzfikg ;ngagusic V2.2 written in 2:::ng:;p?:ﬁ;u:;2
ende IC. The pro Lam
cents postage. Send orders tg Bogtwarzalzzdfozo::' Eég; gg
r

Westfork 8T., Portl -
out to Sam C;rey. g, OR 97206- p742, Checks should be made

That's the brief news for this month,

"The most costly mistake you make
Will not cost You money,

but will cost you by not leazrning
from the experience."

FROM THE TEACHER's DESK

---------------------------------------- by Dave Howell
from the Erie 99'er User Group, Fab., 1992

RESTRUCTURING AND EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

ko A i o

80 much 1s happening to the school scene that it 1s very
difficult to take it all in. But ona fact is certaln. We are
truely on the threshhold of monumental changes in the way we
axecute the inatructlon of our young peopls. Wa've alraacy
passed the polint of realizing that we must do something drastic.
Now we are in the phase of detezrmining Just what we, as
educators and cltizens, must do to make manifest and permanent
changes In our schoola. What indeedl

Technology is Increasingly knocking on our doors, asking us
to make decisions, But what? Which direction do .we go? Thara ls
#so much out there that it is absolutely mind-boggling. In the
past, this column merely scratched the surface with rather inept
descriptions of ILS, multimedla, CD-ROMs, distance learning,
hypsrmedlia, networking, hyperteaxt interfacing, MPC,m,
interactive telecommunications, and the list goes in. Confused?
Welcome to the club. You are in good company! But the outlook
is exciting. With all tha documtntation that we have reachad
the bottom of the pedagogical barrel, we have nowhara to go but
up.

I'd 1ike to share with you one approach toward moving us in
tha right diracticn. MNamely, restructuring cur scheol systems
while inco:rporating the latest in educational technology. One
of the best descriptions of this approach was given by Isabelle
Brudet in her article "I Don't Nsed a Fence At All“ appearing in
the January issus of Electronic Learning.

In her artlcle, Bruder tells of the efforts of Steve
Ketcham, Principal of an elementazy school in Baton Rouge, La.,.
to tranaform the X-5 schooll intc a community-based service
centexr. He hopes to accomplish this by providing a serles of
"enrichment programs dasigned to encourage comunity
involvemant®™ In the school. His school will remaln open dally
untill 7pm and from 1 to 1| pm on Saturdays. Some of the
programs scheduled to begin include:

¥ Clazse= for parents that focus on single-parent issues,
financlal planning, 3job tralnisg, adult education, child caze,
salf-help, and parent-child activitias.

* Opportunities for children such as babysitting, CER,
first ald, tutoring, computer ciasges, organized sports and
games, readings at the library, and pre-K cars.

WHY BRING THE COMMUNITY INTO THE SCHOOL? 8imply put,
Ketchum says, ths schools need help. Without the community's
support “it's just me and the teachers fighting for improvemsnt
{of the achool).” This way, it bécomes the whole community. "I
want to get people involved who will taka the school seriously

and support 1t," hes sald.
But piquing the interest of a community is a A1fficult.




prospect, and having them take an active role in the school 1ia
even tougher. It involves breaking traditional attitudes ana
misperceptions about schools, as well as offering the community
-somathing in return.

*Thera Iis a tendency for people to think that they don't
really own the school,® Xetcham Says. "I tell parents,
studants, community menbars all the time: This is your scholl, 1
work for you. 1 want to open ths school so that People can fael
that ownership, so they can come here and think. ‘This is a
good place to go, there is something in it for me. If I want, I
can check out a book or sit and work on a computer.' I want
students who go to high school across town but llve a block from
this schocl to be able to come here and use the library 1f they
need & place to study. Just becauss they don't go to school
heére dlesn't mean it's not thelr school. It is."

Some of the changss that hava already taken place in the
school include technology, The technolaogy, mostly Appls IIGHes,
foms Maclintosh LC's, and the telecommunications services such as
Naticnal Geographlcs XKids Network and Prodigy . - will be
avallable for community use.

Technology s one way ta get students interestsd In
learning, Katchem says. "With things like CD-ROM, videodiscs,
fiberoptics, telacommunications - regardless of whether the
technology is new or not, it gets them excited to learn. I'va
seen kids get 399,809 points on Nintendo, s0 I know they have
eye/hand coordination. They cay reason and maka guick
decisions. They can develop problem solving skills. What a 1ot
of people tsnd not to realize iz that Nintendo call on all thase
skills, and if they can do it there, they can learn {in school}.

"Schools have get to get parents to call for changs,” says
Ketcham. *"Parents are far more pPovwerful than I am, and 1f more
parents get 1involved and sald what they wanted, they'd get
more."

COMMUNITY NEEDS

Parents are beginning to get involved. A group of some 1§
- add concerned parents, school and businass leadezs, called the
8outh Baton Roughe children's Coalition, felt a tremandous need
for te types of programs Ketcham is now implementing. EKatcham's
schoal {8 an 0l1d school with a large population - 738 kids in a
bullding built for 375, "We have 19 'temporary’ bulldings,"™ he
says. P"Cuarrently, half my astudents walk to school. Ninety
percent recleve free or reduced lunches. I want to get people
involved who will take the school seriously and support it.*

Ketcham hopes that this parental l1avolvement will get
parents to the point where they llke school. ‘*That's what I'm
looking for, because a lot of our kids come from homas whers
thelr parent experlence with schocl was bad, 8o the message the
kids get is that shcool is not a good place. MHaybe what we nead
to do 1s get parents 1n here and have thea find somsthlng
positive, so they can relay that meessage to their kids, so they
can translate a purpose, and that puzpose is to axcel in
school.”™

----------------------------------------- by R.N. Bruce

Do you have a printer which doesn't have all the bells and
whistles that does not permlt you to get the type face you want
by Just pushing a button?

If s0, I have used a system that might interest you. By
writing some short Extended Basic programs and putting them on a
disk, I can call up a typeface and lcad it into my printer
before atartlng typing in what I want to print. It's easy to do
and saves a lot of time.

For example:

For CONDENSED type (17 characters /inch):

199 OPEN #1:"PIO"
119 PRINT #1:CHR$(27);"@" [This initlalizes printer)
122 PRINT #1:CHRS(15) (Sets CONDENSED type)
(If you want DOUBLE STRIKE with CONDENSED, add}
139 Print BL1:CHRS(27);"G"
This one is good for printing those wide spreadsheets from

MULTIPLAN on your 88 column printer.
For EMPHASIZED (BOLD) TYPE:

158 OPEN M1:"PIOY
11p FRINT #1:CHR$(27);"@" (Initlalizes printer)
12p PRINT #1:CHR$(27);"E" (Sets EMPHASIZED TYPE)
If you want DOUBLE STRIKE with EMPHASIZED, add)
139 PRINT #1:CHRS{27);"G"
This one wlll give you nearly letter quallity on a dot
matrix printer when used with DOUBLE STRIKE.

For ELITE type:

1g@ OPEN #1:"PIO"

11p PRINT #1:CHR$(27);"@" (Initlalizes printer)

129 PRINT M1:CHR$(27);CHR$(77) (Sets ELITE typs)
You can add DOUBLE STRIKE as above,

For ENLARGED :type:

1Pf OPEN #1:"PIO"

119 PRINT #1:CHRS{27);"@" (Initializes printer)

12p PRINT B1:CHRE(27);"W";CHR$(1) (Sets ENLARGED type)
DOUBLE STRIKE can be added as above,

Other printer functlons can be preset in a =imilar way,
such as, llne spacing, form length, ITALICS, etc. See your
printer instruction book for the codes that will work on it,
The above codes are for an Epson compatlble printer using a
parallel 1/0 from the computer. You should bs able to devalop
similax programs for your set-up, °

Bave all the programs on one dlsk using pragram names which
you can recognize lor the variocus typefaces, and then run the
one you want before you begin typlng your text.




________________________________________ by Bi1ll Gaskill
Harch 1992 '

USING PREDITOR WITH TI~BASE

It was really nlce to see a Martin Emoley article in the
February '92 LA Toples., I certainly miss his intelligent ana
insightful material. Unfortunately, it seems that too many of
us are "winding down" cur TI involvement these days, for a
varlety of reasons. Anyway, since Harty was kind enough to
crank out yet another Ti1-Base tidbit, I thought that the least I
could do was produce a compliment to his eafforts.

When it comes to creating and editing command files, one of
the best tocls any TI-Base owner can have in thelr software
library is Tom Bentley's PrBditor vi.2 program, which |is
avalilable through Asgard Software for #14.95 plus £3 S/H.

PrEditor has several advantages over any other editor, not
the legast of which iz {ts ability to have two command files !n
memory at the same time. Another advantage 1is PrEditor's
support (albelt 1limited) for Inverse Video character coding in
command files.

Despite the fact that I've owned PrEditor for quite 2a
while, I never really got arcund to using It because I had
dacided early on that it was really a tool for assembly language

qurus, Wrong! It is also a marvelous tool for thosa of us who
like to make TI-Bame do our biddaing through the creation af
compand files. For my purposes, PrEditor alszo has a couple of

other neat capabllities such as the abllity to take advantage of
the additional 4K of memory In my Mini-Memory module (1t can use
the 8K in a SuperCart too), the ability to customize the
keyboard to the keystrokes that I am used to, and the ability to
be run from and read and write to a hazd diak.

The abllity to have two command £i1les in manory at the same
time 15 a very real benefit to the novice command £1ile
Programmer because the second file PrEditer supports can be =a
set of help screens that contain “how to's*. For example, one
could take the help files from th= TI-Base program disk and
merge them into a single £ile that i= lcadable into PxRditor.
They would then have every help screen from TI-Base at thelr
finger tips while programming a new command file. The more
experienced command file programmer could use the seacond £ile to
store a series of exlsting comnand file routines that can be
blocked and copied Into the command file that is currently being
created or edited, similar to having a library of useful

toutines in Extended Basie, that can be merged Iinto new
programs.

Any Inverse video character coding in an existing command
flle is retalned when the flle I=s loaded and saved using
PrEditor and you may use PrEditor to create inverse video for
the letters A-F and the characters ; : = % ? and B. Most other
DV/88 fille editors, including TI-Writer and its clones, balk at

load attempt.
video in a file by locking up during the

;:::::gr shines in iIt'e ability to not only load the Ellztzuttﬁz
display it correctly and then save it intact when you wr

file back to disk.

x LA's
on are an avid TI-Base user and procrammer llke
Fred ;:orz and a few thousand other 9%ers, then PrEdltor v:éz ;ﬁ
a MUST. My only regret 1s that Coplies angd Hovesh:p;: oo
entire 1lines of code rather than segments, w : el e
flexibility in use from 19P% to 95%, but that is absolu Y

reason not to buy thls program. Trust mel
OPTIMIZING COMMAND FILES:

to me by Harlan

information that follows was sent

Harda:haof Melbouzrne, IA in June 1991, for possible gub;l::;:zn

in THE TI-BASE USER newsletter that I waalpublizztzg agge o oué
unatel the newsletter folded so was

g:fozaarden'z ideas and expertise on paper. This seems like a

great time to do so.

Back In Volume 1, Number 6 of THE TI-BASE USFR I publ::::g
a sample command file which I wrote that showed Ti-n:selt aers
ons way to create a subfile. I will have to dupl cat:ln e
80 you can Compare my way to Mr. Warden's way of ge g

job done.

*Riil's subflle routine
SET TALK OFF
S8ET RECNUM OFF
SET HEADING OFF
CLEAR
LOCAL NA C 25
LOCAL AD C 25
LOCAL CI C 15
LOCAL 8T C P4
LOCAL ZI C @5
ECT 1
a:%TE 12,P1 ™ LOADING MAINFILE..."
USE MAINFILE

TOP

g:?;i 12,81 ™ LOADING SUBFILE...."
SELECT 2

YSE SUBFILE

TOP

SELECT 1

CLEAR

WHILE .NOT.(EOF)

IF ZIP<>"B15P6"

MOVE

ELSE

REPLACE NA WITH NAME
KREPLACE AD WITH ADDRESS
REPLACE CI WITH CITY
REPLACE ST WITH STATE
REPLACE ZI WITH ZIP
MOVE




SELECT 2

APPEND BLANK

REPLACE NAME WITH NA
REPLACE ADDRESS WITH AD
REPLACE CITY WITH CI
REPLACE STATE WITH 87
REPLACE ZIP WITH ZI

ENDIF

SELECT 1

ENDWHILE

CLOSE ALL

CLEAR

WRITE 12,81 " SUBFILE CREATED..."
RETURN

As you have probably guessed, this command file isx designed
to work on a data base with the following structurae:

FIELD TYPE LENGTH
NAME [ 25
ADDRESS c 25
CITY Cc 15
STATE Cc g4
z1p o 25

What my command flle does is read MAINPILE and 1look for
matches to the B81586 value in the ZIPcode fleld. If none are
found then the record.counter is [ncrementad by one using the
first MOVE command. When a match ls found the data in the Name,
Address, City, State and Zlp flelds in MAINFILE are read into
the LOCAL=s NA, AD, €I, ST ard ZI. The command £1le then
switches slots to SUBFILE and writes the values in NA, AD, cCI,
ST and ZI to the Name, Address, Clty, State and Zipcode flelds
in SUBFILE.

Now, here's how the same bax!c operation can be done with
13 fewer lines of coda.

*Harlan's subfile routine

SET TALK OFF

SET RECNUM OFF

SET HEADING OFF .

CLEAR

SELECT 1

WRITE 12,81 " LOADING MAINFILE..."
USE MAINFILE

TOP

CLEAR

WRITE 12,841 " LOADING SUBFILE...."
SELECT 2

USE SUBFILE

TOP

SELECT 1

CLEAR

WHILE .NOT. (EOF)
IF ZIP="815@96%
SELECT 2
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APPEND BLANK

REPLACE NAME WITH 1.NAME
REPLACE ADDRESS WITH 1.ADDRESS
REPLACE CITY WITH 1.CITY
REPLACE STATE WITH 1.STATE
REPLACE ZIP WITH 1.ZIP

SELECT 1

ENDIF MOVE

ENDWHILE

CLOSE ALL

CLEAR

WRITE 12,91 " SUBFILE CREATED..."
RETURYN

Isn't that neat? I never realized (or even thought of)
using the alot number like that! Shame on me! Memory consumption
is reduced by not having to use LOCAL space and there are €-7
fewer lines inaslde the WHILE NOT loop, which reduces the tima 1t
takes to complete one iteration. '

Ancther speed improvement could be made by putting all of
the lines within the IF - ENDIF structure Lnto a peparate
comnand fille that f§= INSTALLed  into memory, thus Eurther
reducing the number of lines the WHILE NOT loop would have to go
thrcugh. For sxample;

WHILE .NOT. (EOF)

IF ZIP="315d6" .
DO XFER

ENDIF

The XFER command flle would be thess lilnes;

* xfer

SELECT 2

APPEND BLANK

REPLACE NAME WITH 1.NAME
REPLACE ADDRESS WITH 1.,ADDRESS
REPLACE CITY WITH 1.CITY
REPLACE STATE WITH 1.8TATE
REPLACE ZIP WITH 1.ZIP
SELECT 1

MOVE

ENDWHILE

RETURN

The RETURN would need to be added to ensure that Harlan's
SUBFILE was recalled when the XFER command flle was exited after
writing the record.

Mr. Warden also made =ome other suggestlons for Improving
code that asppeared in some of the applications that werxe
released with THE TI-BASE USER such as the TI-99/4A Equlpment
Inventory program. I hope to be able to pass on some more of
his [deas in another articie or two in the coming months.
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To Charge
----------------------------------------- by D.R.Y. Cell

*IsHUG NEWS DIGEST
or not to Charge Juty, 1991

It ls very upsatting to think that after the better part of
a century that you humans do not use us Dry Cells to our fullest
measure, but then this 1s something that is never taught in your
'throw away soclety' and the misleading Iinformation which Iis
often printed on us by the nanufacturers, who would 1llke to
perpetuate the hablt of throwing ua away when we could be better
utilised. As a human, how world you like to ba discarded when
you had still a lot to give? Plck up a packet of cells and
somawhere on it you will probably £ind these cantions:~-

DO MNOT RECHARGE BATTERIES ... What they 0o not say is, 1€
you do you will buy less batteries and that is not good for our
business.

DO NOT USE OLD BATTERIES WITH OLD ONES ...
statement as the old cells will bring down the performance
the new ones.

DO NOT DISPOSE OF BATTERIES IN A FIRE .. This is also wise
since heat would cause a sealed battery to buzrst, however most
cells are not all that well sealed and genarally have parts of
the outer casing which has been eaten away by the =slectrolyte
and a small rupture can be caused, which in most cases would do
no damage to a plastic contalner in which it is wise to house
any charger

DO NOT MIX MANGANESE AND ALKALINE CELLS ... Wall our
Alkaline cousins hava a higher capacity and discharge rate
capability and 1t would be wasteful since us manganese types
=imply do not have the =ame capacity and would run down flzst
and then help discharge our cousins faster. We would l1likxa to be

with our types anyhow.

This 18 a fair
of

It has been reported that in Japan it is rnot permitted Eor
battery manufacturers to put the DO NOT RECHARGE warning on us
since it can be done and is done. However that does not skop
these same firms from writing this warning on cells they make
for export. 1In this country peliticlans are mnainly interested
in getting re-elacted and have little interest in such small
deceptlons when they often practice much greater ones while they

hold nffice or try to get in.

This TPTISHUG Member (TIM) once bought a tape recorder many
years ago for his son. The cells he bought €for it had
'LEAKPROOF' written en the case. THEY CERTAINLY LEAKED and TIM
called the manufacturer Unlon Carbide who promptly sent a PR man
down. After seeing the damage he sald '0f course there is not
such thing as a leakproof cell but {F we dld not put the
Leakproof sign on we vould not sell any since our competltors
all put it on thelr celle.' Come to think of It we have noted
that the Leakproof label has not been tagged on us for some time
now. Thera were probably many more complaints,

TIM saw an article in Popular Sclience magazine many years
ago which gave a simple transistor clrcult to allow humans to
recharge us about five or six times before we ara finally
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::;:a;:;g; s :h; secret 15 not to let our single cell voltage

e N i olt 1e. a 9 Volt battery which has six of us in

e ;ea:sogh:t ::th be tal;:ued to fall below & Volts on load
ave to e removed Erom th ! 3

checked and never allow us to ha ®Ea1l Delow oo

Volt. With a heavy current draw ng ume teact lpoall below 1.2

ing dump truck to
::::Q‘:: 3::§:a:h:1£;t:n;$al guite shortly in splt{ czogun:::%:
. remote control It would
::ze:::ry more than once in every six months. If you T::k ::
the ";:: !:: tizigzl ieél:tof different types, you will see
o on load, we do not
Much like you humana, when you reach iﬂa Years ofh:;:.far fo g0

This means that we have to be re
moved from
:?::::g t:ozzllo:t:n :o’ that our 'On Load' voltg;:cT:tne::g
elow 1.4 volt. wWith a heavy current d
::z:tgumpi truck our potential will have to be chacked!::tzz
contro{' i: splte of Junior's protests whareas with a TV remote
conkxo i Y::ulgoozotatbe necass:rr more than once eavery six
. curves or typlical cells ¢
Ti;t;:::t types, you will see that when our poterntial fgilut::
m;rcu: wWe ?:e down to 1@% of our energy level. Incidently our
m justylf::!ygz ;hauld ::ttbﬁ recharged because they can explode
umans a ave a mercurial tem
have a charger you use to char P lom cousine oo
ge our Nickle Cadmium c 1
1f the current is adjustable ia an wail
you can use 1t to charge s as
;:nv}z:gcu::engo:!r:::::e: t:;t gur bigger bzothe:sgwlll sta::1:
n e table below. A v t
charger can be Efound at Paddy’ er7 mcybe t15
¥'s Market for about $17
r::?v?diifile b:rgainlng) which allows four cells :o bimaz::r:lg
A e igaal ﬁat:er;nghzér:r wl;h ::D in series with each and with
L. n e meantime, if you real
:2ndﬂ:;:t :::;yv!:; :sitkeeply:u: aye on ou:'prlces and ygi :::?
ulte a lot from store +to store.
g::n;tlto avold those of us that have been advertised o:a:; a:
the Pr ces are loaded with the costs of the advertimements while
lntz t;: :::ii{q;: he;teritgan some of us that are never brought
. s w try and encourage one of
cousins to write a furth . Ses for using
and earing for then. ¢x article on tricks and tips for using

Percent of ensrgy re-
maining in carbon-zincs
and alkalines for various

Recommended Charxging
currents for our
brethern of varlous

ON LOAD voltages, slzes

VOLTS

yoL i Current mA
. 190% AAA 24

1.4 - 5% AA LY’}

1.3 = 5% c 64

i.i = 315% D 199

1:ﬂ : f:: . 9 volt 1

.8 - by Lantern 149
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NEW PRODECT NEWS
THE TMS-9999/BS Chip
from the Dalas TI HOME COMPUTER GROUP, AFRIL, 1986

Soon to be avalilable is a new microprocessor chip that can
be lIncorporated into the TI~99/4A computer. Our research staff
has been able to uncover a list of new opcodes that distinguish
the 9993/E5 as a major breakthrough in computer technology. The
list ia presented here for your informatlion.

ABBA - PLAY SWEEDISH ROCK

JTZ - JUMP TO ZAXXON PROGRAM
ADGB - ADD GARBAGE

KAL - FLY OVER RUSSIA

BAD - BARK AT DOG

HDB - MULTIPLY AND DROP BITS
BBL - BRANCH ON BURNED OUT LIGHT
MWK - MULTIPLY WORK

BAH ~ BRANCH AND HANG

NOPE - REFUSE TO DO ANYTHING
BFEI ~ BEG FOR EXPANSION INTEFACE
QCD - OPEN COMMODE-DOOR

BLI — BRANCH AND LOOP INFINITE
PAS - PRINT AND SMEAR

BPB - BRANCH ON PROGRAM BUGC

PIP - PULVERIZE INTERFACE FERIPHERAL
BPO - BRANCH IF POWER OFF

PSD -~ PERFORM SAFETY DANCE

BPM - BEGIN PIRATE MODE

RBT - READ AND BREAX TAPE

BRN - BURN UP HUG CHRIP

REST - REST FOR 12 CYCLES

CFP - CALL FOR PROGRAMMER

RPM - READ PROGRAMMER'S MIND
CLD - TRY TO COOL DOWN HUG CHIP
RRT - RECORD AND RIP TAPE

CMS - CATCH MOUSE

RTR - REFUSE TO RUN

CNP - CALL NATIONAL PARTS

RTM - RETURN TO MOTOROLA

CPB - CREATE PROGRAN BUG

RTT - RETURN TO TI

CPM - CORRECT PROGRAM MANUAL
RSD ~ READ AND SCRAMBLE DATA
CRN - CONVERT TO ROMAN NUMERALS
RWD ~ REWIND DISK

C8D - CREATE STATIC DISCHARGE
SINK - SINK INTDO I. C. SOCKET
DAO - DIVIDE AND OVERFLOW

8SRZ - SUBTRACT AND RESET TO ZERO
DEVD - START NEW WAVE (SINE)
85D - SEEK AND SCRATCH DISK

EIP - ERASE IF PIRATED

8TI SELL TI STOCK

ERS - ERASE READ-ONLY STORAGE
TLK - START SPEECH SYNTHESIS
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ETOY - EMULATE COMMODORE-64
TPR - TEAR PAPER

HFAK - HIRE FROM ATARI

TR8 - TRASH PROGRAM

HCF ~ HALT AND CATCH FIRE
WED - WRITE AND ERASE DATA
HFC - HIDE FROM CHILDREN
WID ~ WRITE INVALID DATA
HFP - HIDE FROM PINTO

WOJ - WEAR OUT JOYSTICK

HIC - HELP INTEL CHIP

XBRA - GOTO 200

IAD ~ ILLOGICAL AND

XIO -~ EXECUTE INVALID OF CODE
IBM - INTERRUPT BAD MNEMONICS
XOR - EXECUTE OPERATOR

IOR - ILLOGICAL OR

XPR - EXECUTE PROGRAMMER
JOF - JUMP ON FLOOR

JOM - JUMP O MOTOROLA

JOT - JUMP OFF TABLE

Basldas having these user Erlendly opcides, the 9995/BS

will also have 161 easy to remembar modasl
P.8. - There is no word from TI as to when we might expact
what a

these improvments {they are stlll trying to figure our

9999/R8 isl}

#a%« )hove by Xarl Schunetwan, Port Hurcn, Michigan, with

"tongue planted firmly in cheek!

I GOT IT BACK !

------------------------------------- by Marshal Ellis
Fab.'92

NOW I CAN PRINT AGAIN ! uis-south 99er

Yep, [ just got it backl
The Panasonic KXP-118B§ printer which I puzchased from
Compu-Add seemed to have a problem. MHaybe the printhead was
Just more EFraglle than it should have been. After just over a
year in service at my desk doing newsletter nasters, it lost a
pin. This happened just when I was preparing the covar for the
last month's Technlcal Interface pamphlet.

Now, nine pin printers are vary nilce, much nicer than elght
pin printers. But when one of the pins of the printhead is not
worklng at all, 1t is not like having an eight pin printhead

printer,
1 am just glad that the £ailing took place in between
newslatter editlons. It sure could have besan worsa! As It

happaned, Lt was not desperately missed., And it was only in the
store's dealexr shop for a week, A responsible tima.

So, I['m back 1n business now. That's goed. Buxa, I spent
a faw dollara more tor my local purchase, but that has mors than
been made up for in warrantead sarvice!
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----------------------------------------- by Barl Raguas
PART 1 L. s s9ers December 13999

The source of this strange test is complataly unknown. 1
originally en- countered a shorter 1list on the Parsons (ES)
Pasadena commuter van. No answers wers provided, but after many
trips, we worked out answars that £it, not the right onss maybe,
but they worked per the instructions balow.

No one =seems to know WHAT the test tests: certainly not
intelligence, or engineering skill, but gstting most of them may
Ccarry a message about your parsonality, I would rather not say
what. I added at least half of the folowing Iln an attempt to
use all the numbers from 1 to 1P, as you can see, I 34id not
succead. If you are able to supply additlional ones please
contact us. Answers will be supplliad you on reguest. Contect

the Editor, or:

Earl Raguse, 17161 Edwards Street, Huntlngton Baach, CA,
92647.

INSTRUCTIONS: Each guotation below contans the initlals cof
the woerds of a saying, tale, song, poem, atc,, related to the
preceeding number. Your Jobh is to figure out the words. For
example, '3 L P' would be '3 little pigs', ths numbsx is part of
the solution and is not even related to the number of lettexs or
words. You may need to add "is" or "is the" after soma of the

numbears .

Good Luckt You will need 1it. If you do gat all the
answers, maybe you are soms kind of ganius. Jops!i! this thing
is not supposed to tast for geniosity.

[Ed.:several entries are Included from E1 Machonis alsc.]

2B N Inabd
1 Wonalv
21 A of C for M
WITTT
’ 22 P InaPlFfFv?¥F
3B {8 HTR)
23 8 [I like 1t)
4 Sinachbp :
24 B BinaPpP
SDinazzc¢c
25 Y of the S WA
6 HaBbD-1
26 L of the A
7 W of the W
27T nothing
B NIinaM£QO
: 28D in F
9P in the 8§ 8

23 DInF ipnalyY

16

llnlnan

I PDH 38
11 P on a FT

31 Dis Wthae R HE
12 & of the Z

32 DF at which W F
13 ¢ClnaBH

33 - 35 nothing
14 DinavF

36 is a Q of G
15 XV In R N

37 - 38 nothing
16 S MonaDMC

39 A0EJ B
178 by MT

48 D and N of the G P
18 Hon a G C

19 0L T a 8

PROGRAMMER'S DELIMMA

------------------------------------- by Don Lester
from the ROH User's Group, Huntlngton, Ca., 1992

I s1t before my 4A

The screen !s cold and black

I push the keys I think wlll work
But nothing's comling back.

I know 1t'=s not tha RAM or ROM
8ince they were hoth just tested.
Maybe 1t's hung up

In some deep loop i'd nested?

The floppy drives sit silently
Their little 1ights are out.

I search the acreen for any clue
To what 1t's all about.

Could 1t be a viclous virus

Deep down in the yoot?

All else falls, I push the button
To go for a rehboot.

But nothlng works!l Is there no cure?
I must seek out this bug,

That's when I look down and. see

That somecne's pulled the plugt

17




2
I~2%9
kt
_ C
S c
k_hhh“‘“——m_hEF~
j_ A unioNn
N ol
AL CEMTRAL,
B
E
L L
(4 ™
€ ~
LOCATION MAP

WORKSZHOP DATE AND LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED

PROGRAM BIT - third Thursday

MARCH 19th , 1992

MEETING: 7:9@fpm - Red Cross - 14pp Central.

6:3Ppm - Assembly Questions class by Berry Hlller

in Cafeterla.

7:8Ppm ~ Meeting begins.

9:15pm - Meeting ends.

9:39pm - Late dinner at Shoney’s on Union Ave.
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NOTICE

Information contalned in TIdbits is accurate and true to the

est of our knowledge. —Viewpoints and cpinions expressed in
TIdbits are not necessarily that of the Mid-South 99'ers. We
welcome any opinions/corrections from our readers. Articles may
be raprinted elsswhere as long as credit Is given to the author

and newsletter.
GROUFP INFO

Visitors and otentlial members ma receive 7 free issues of
TIdbits while they decide 1f the wlaz to Join (no oblligatlon)
On the top of your label 1= a coda. A Y means you are a member,
N meanz 2 free llBt, UG means user group and 8 Mmeans a business.
Beslde the i= a date, one year from_ that date your dues are
due. A dollar slgn ($} on the label wlll ({ndicate that your .
dues are Jdue. The llbraIY is open only to members. Libiar
list ix 51, Mall order disk 1braz¥ access s 22 for the £irs
disk and #1 for each additional disk - max of 5 disks per month.
Order by disk number onl{. At meetings, library access i{s FREE
for ours or. §i per dlesk for our dlsks,

1f gou exchange sour dis
Send all nail order llbrary requests to 1llbrarian's
Send dues and correspondence to group address.

CALENDAR

16, (3rd Thursday!)

address!

MEETINGS:
WORKSHOPS :

24HR TI BULLETIN BOARD

941-368-9112

MAR, 19, APR.
ro B ANNOUNCED

The $64§ NEW3S BB3 399/1298/248¢ Hayes.

The Full Moon BBS 39@/12PP/24PF/9688/1449F HST 9P1-386-1764

GROUP MAILING ADDRESS

Mid-South 99 Users Group
P.O. Box 38522
Germantown, Tn. 381B3-§522

o LLIBRARY ADDRESS

Jim Saemenes
46 Higgins Road
Brighton, Tn., 38811

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME _| $18.89 FAMILY
ADDRESS

CITY ST ZIP

PHONE( Y- : INTERESTS

EQUIPHMENT,ETC.

Defach and mall with check payable to: M1d-South 99 Users Group,
P.0. Box 38522, Germantown, Tn, 38183-§522.
L]
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