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PRESIDENT'S BIT

——————————————————————————————————————————— by Gary W. Cox

Nominations were taken last month for the offices of
President, Vice- Presldent, Secretary and Treasuzrer and the
results are as

President - Gary Cox

Vice-President - Richard Hiller

Secratary - Rlchard Mann

Treasurer - Mac Swope

You may also write in a vote for the above offices. The

rest of the offlcers are appointed by the President.

At this months meeting 1s our usual big CHRISTMAS PARTY
where we will be having a FREE BEQ dinner for everyone plus a

_democnstration or two. Everyone please try to attend as this is

the meeting that really determines how many people are stlli

Mac Swope.
Marshal Ellis
Maxshal Ellis
Beery Miller

Chairman - Equipment
Editor - TIDBITS Newsletter
Bditor-Technical Interface
9640 NEWS BBS Sysop
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intereasted in supporting thelr group. The desert will be up to

you 80 please bring some sort of desert
coocklies, cake ete...
youl

to the meetlng such as

So the BEQ is on us and the desert is on

C ya at this months meeting and happy holidays...

THE ALTMAN FAIRWARE LIST

The 1932 release of the Altman Falrware List 15 now
avallable on disk or pre-printed. The new list contains over
49p fairware titles and several indexes. The pre-printed copy
contains 35 pages. The 1lst ls avallable from the SouthWest
Ninety-Nlners for $2 in either form.

Please send your request to:
SouthWest Ninety-Niners

P. O. Box 17831

Tucson, Az. 85711

Announcements of new fajrware may be sent to the above
address. Please include a short description of the program(s)
and the authox's address. The Iinformation provided will be
added to the Altman Falrware List and made available ta other Ti
/ 964P users.




————————————————————————————————————— by Earl Raguse

Erom the Portland PUNN newsletter, August 1992

he Orange
{This article was written by Earl Raguse of t
County TI User Group. It was edlted for word Play by Charles

Bull.)

does not seem possible to do any serious pragramming
ultho;: access to ffles, so I have decided that they are
important enough to spend an article talk!ing about them. The TI
manual Is OK, but you must do a lot of digging, experimenting
and re-reading 1f you are going to get command of the situation.

To begin with there are a large number of types of files.
Files are sither SEQUENTIAL or RELATIVE. 'The difference is that
the records of sequentlal flles must be written and read
sequentially, but records in relative flles can be written and

read in random order.

Tl has decreed that all RELATIVE flles must have a FIXED
record length. SEQUENTIAL flles may have FIXED or VARIABLE
record length. With FIXED length racords, all records must Dbe
of tha same length, if they are not, they wlll be padded with

spaces.

This all makes sense, when you think about how the disk
controller would have to go about £inding a random record, if
all records were not the same relative length. For instance If
you asked to see record #31 in a FIXED RELATIVE file of record
length 2P, the controller knows the recoxd #31 = 31x2P bytes
into the flles. If the records were variable in length that
would not be feasible.

It is possible for the records to carry an identifying
marker of some Ssort, and the controller could search for the
marker sequentially in a 1llnear search. I have previously
talked about how poor llnear searches are. It is possible to
find a specific rcord 1in a SEQUENTIAL £lle by reading and
tossing the records untill! one gets to the record one wants.
This is in fact a linear search.

0Ok, 80 now we have SEQUENTIAL or RELATIVE, and FIXED or
VARIABLE files. Each of those can be in INTERNAL or DISPLAY
format. Essentlially the difference 18 that [NTERNAL s in
binary, and DISPLAY is in ASCII format., 5o now we already have
8 possible fille structures. To tep this all off, each can be
opened for £ile operations as INPUT or OUTPUT, and the latter

can have elther UPDATE or APPEND modes. UPDATE overwrites, ad
APPEND just adds to the existing tile. I will have a program to
illuatrate that later.

So far we have 19 possible file parameters that may be used
up to four at a time. That iz a lat of different type? of
£iles, even L{f we don't count differing record length. What's a
poor programmer to do, go crazy? Well, not exactly, if taken one
thing at a time lts not all that bad.
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‘There are 1lots of subtleties, in deciding the most
efficient flle type for any given set of data and its lntended
use. GJenerally, unless a FIXED length record 1is required for
random access, 1 like DISPLAY VARTABRLE Bf files 30 I can read
them with TIW/FW. I have found that they take up no more space
than any other type of file.

I have an unfinished program called CONVERT, to convert any
type file to any cther type file. Clearly, one cannot easily
convert a FIXED 255 flle tc a VARIABLE 5 f£ile, but I know of no
reason to attempt 1t, unless one discovered that the FIXED 25%
file was made up of 5 character records., Clearly, In that
instance, the wrong £lle type was chosen, and conversion could
reduce the file size by a factor of 5%.

The major difficulty that I encountered with the program 1s
in speclfying the OPEN statement. I had intended that the user
‘could select the parameters from a menu, and the program could
then bulld up a string of the flle parameters to use in the OPEN
statement. Well the problem is the flle name and device name
are stringa, but the parameters are nelther strings n or numbers

o {ie, nelther fish nor Eowl), they must be actually typed into

the statement. For example:

15p OFEN #3:"DSK" & DN§ & "." & FILENAMES APPEND,
INTERNAL, FIXED LENG

This is the way one has to do it. Note that DN$} 1s the
drive number string. It is not possible to have the parameters
above loaded into strings, and replace the above with the
egquivalent =atrings. Note that it is possible to use a variable
LENG for the record length. My initial attempts to do so didn't
work, and I don't know why, but it dces work.

TI =says that 1f OUTPUT parameters are not specified, the
default wlll be DISPLAY VARIABLE 8@, UPDATE. That is fine, Jjuat
as long as a file does not already exist. If the flle exlats,
you MUST cpen it EXACTLY as it was opened originally, o¢r you
will get an error message.

How did I manage that in CONVERT? Well, I used menu
selection, as origlnally intended, but Instead of building up a
string for the open statement, I wrote all possible different
open statements, and used loglic based on the user response to
the menu to selact the correct statement. When at first I
dldr't seem to be allowed to use a varlable for lengthk, I made
all files of length BB, and in the instructions, told the user
how to modify the proqram statements if they did not want length
89. Now, I find that a variable does work. 1 don't know what I
did wrong in the flrst place.

Considering all the dlfferent flle formats that are used by
varlous programmers, you are rather forced to conclude that the
choice is VERY lmportant. I have not found that to¢ be BO.,
INTERNAL files are supposzed to he faster than DISPLAY files, if
you are not printing the data to the screen or printer.
Loglcaly, this would seem to be s0, I have never made a
definitive test, but, 1 bet it doesn't make much actual
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glfference.

Making a simple f£flle conversion is easy. You recall the
little program I published a couple of months ago to convert a
pv/Bf fille to DF/16. All it amounts to 1Is opening an OUTPUT
file, in order to read 1t. You can't for instance read a string
into a numerical variable, and visa versa.

File ieadlnq is wusually done with a loop with a test for
some condition to end. It is usually wise to test EOF before

trying to read else vyou wlll surely get an error sooner or

latezr. If you test the status of the condition BOF(7) and it s
true, you must branch to a CLOSE statemeant, and exlt the reading

loop.

You have already seen an exanple of an OPEN statement for
the OUTPUT file. The writing of 1t is as simple as PRINTN #3:
AS(X], or whatever.

TI-Bits Number 16

---------------------------------- by Jim 3Swedlow
from the TI-Sydney-Home Computer Group, June, 1992

IThis article origlnally appeared In the User Group of
Orange Coutny, Callfornia ROM!

HOW YOUR TI SAVES TEXT FILES

In our TI world, most teaxt !s saved in Display Variable 39

(DVEG) files. This is what the TI Writer Edltor uses. What I=

pvag?
pisplay means that the file is saved wusing ASCIlI

characters. If you use a disk sector editor to look at a DVIg
fils, you will see that the text looks just about the same as it
was written. Internal files are not always as easy to read (bat
that 1s another column).

A file 15 made up of records. In a DVE@ fille, ech record
‘contalins one line of text as it apperas In the Editor, Varlable
means that each record is only as long as the text line.

Consider these two llnes of text:

TI '

99/4A

When this 15 saved on disk, there wlll be two records in
the file. The first recird is "TI"™ and the second 18 "99/4A".
each trecord 1Is preceded by the number of characters in the
record in hex. Hex FF 13 used toc mark the end of the flle., The
file would look 1like this:

Hex @2 54 49 P5 39 39 2F 34 {11 FF

ASC T 199/ 4

In a Sisplay Fixed 8¢ (DF8P) {fl1le, each record stlll
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containg one text line but is exactly 8p characters long. Your
4A pads each record by adding the required number of spaces to
tha end of each text line,

WHY YXQU NEED TO KNOW

As a loyal TI user you may not think that you need to krow
how others (MS-D0O8, CPM, etc) save text flles. If you do any
work with modems, however, you do.

The reason is that you may down load a text £ile and find
that it 1s Display Fixed 127 (DF128). Why? There is a standazd
protocol in the TI world for transferring £iles uslng XMODEM.
It was designed by Paul Charlten (creator of Fast Term). The
flrat record Is NOT the first lire of text. Instead, 1t is the
dlsk header sector (whlch describes the file in a manner than
can be read by the disk contrxoller).

If the flrst record os not the header, however, your modem
program (Telco, Fast Term, Mass Transfer, etc) assumes that you
are talking to a non TI system and will save the file zs DF128.

The reason, then that yu need to know how other systems
save text files 1Is that you may get one.

HOW THE REST OF THE WORLD SAVES TEXT FILES

The short answer I1s DF128. But there 1s more. Unlike a
DFBf flle, there is no padding. Instead, all of the text 1lines
are run together, The end of each text line 13 marked with a
carrlage return <CR or CHR$(13)> and a 1line feed <LF or
CHRS(18)>.

One record may have one, two or more text lines, each
ending with a CR and LF. If there is not enough room left in a
record to bring it to 12B characters. Ther rest of the text
lines starts the next record - followed by a CR and LF. The end
of the file is marked with CHR$(26), which in the IBM and CPM
worlds 1s <CTRL 2>. Remenber our sample text?

TI

99/4A

Since It is well under 128 characters, the file will only
contain one record:

Hex 54 49 PD BA 39 39 2F 34 41 PD PA 1A

Asc T1 9 9 /4 A .

Hex @D PA is a CR and LF, Hex 1A is the end of file marker
CHR$(26).

CONVERTING FILES

There are a number of proqrams that convert files £rom
DF128 to DV3Jd or from DVES to DF128. Some of the assembly cnes
are quite fast. Thera should be a program in thls issue called
CONVERT. It does those ccnversions and twopo others.

A little background. Sometimes you may look at a file and
notice that there are no CR's. If you reformat such a document,
everything will be Jumbled into one blg paragraph. TI Writer
stops refornatting when it hits a CR. FUNNELWEB stops when It
hits a CR or a blank llne. Elther way, the document is a mess.

CONVERT, when converting a DF128 flle to DV38, can add a CR
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to blank lines, to the end of paragraphs and to lines that start
with a perold (Fomatter commands). This takeés a little longerx
but Lt makes the flle much easler to edlt. Also, CONVERT can
add CR's to DV82 £f£illes that lack them.

NOTE T0 OTHER USER GROUPS

I have now wrltten 2P XB columns and 28 in the TI BITS
series. Prom time to time, other user groups have published
some of my work in their news letters. If anyone wants a

complete met, please send me two (2) D8SD dlsks or four (4) 888D

dlsks, & treturn maller and return postage. My address is 73§91

Kirby way, Stanton, Ca 99680.
Enjoy.

1pp
12p

! CONVERT 11§ ! VERSION 1.9
1 B9 Auq 88

13p 1| By Jim Swedlow

14p | Based on XPREP by Carl Walters

159 1

16f DISPLAY ERASE ALL ::
::CALL COLOR(A,16,1) :: NEXT A

17@ FOR A=1 TO 4 ::READ T$(A)

188 N$= CHR$(13) & CHRS(1P) :
:: GOTO 3PP

19 DATA DFl28->DVE3 adda
CR's,DV8p->DVBA add CR's,DVBP->DF128

2PP CALL KEY :: Q%,8,P,K,I8,W§ ::

218 | 229 ! STRING CHECK SUB

23p 1

249 P=x1 :: IF I8="
A3C{I£)=46 THEN RETURN ELSE P=p ::

259 1

268 1| CLOSE FILES AND END

279 1

280 CLOSE #1 :: CLOSE #2 :: DISPLAY AT(19,1)BEEP:

298 FOR P=1 TO 1P :: NEXT P

ipgp !

318 ! TITLE SCREEN

azp t 33P DISPLAY AT(5,5):"CONVERT Version 1.p": 1 : : 1
:"Press For"

34p FOR 5=1 TO 4 :: DISPLAY AT(14+3,1):8TRS(S);
t: NEXT 8 :: DISPLAY AT(19,1)BEEP: "5 End Progzram®

LT

360 1 PICK FUNCTION

37 !

38@ CALL KEY(P,K,S) ::
:: IF K=5 THEN DISPLAY ERASE ALL ::
399 DISPLAY AT{13,1):"TS$(K):
DSK"™: : : :
40p ACCEPT AT(15,18)BEEP:IS
419 ACCEPT AT(17,18)BEEP:WS$

CALL SCREEN(5) :: FOR A= TO 14
: NEXT A

Z9=CHRS(26) 11

C$» CHR$(13)
CR's,DF128->DV8p no

1ap~

" OR I$="" THEN I$="" :: RETURN ELSE IF

RETURN

"DONE"

n "w.
r

T$(8)

IF K<49 OR K>53 THEN 38P ELSE K=K-48B
STOP
:"Input File:

DSK": :"Dut put

Flle:

429 |

439 .1 OPEN FILES & INIT

449 !

458 DISPLAY AT{(19,1):*Workina . . . .7

469 IF ¥>2 THEN OPEN #1:"DS8K"™ & 1%, INPUT ELSE OPEN

#1:"DS8K" & 15, INPUT, FIXHD 128
47§ IF K=4 THEN OPEN B2:"DSK® & W§, OUTPUT, FIXED 128 ELSE
OPEN #2:"D8K" & ws, outputl ’

489 A=1 :: Wg="" :: ON K GOTO 728,57P,498,650

49p 1 i

Spp ! DVep -> DVBP ADD CR's

519 1

528 LINPUT #1:I§ :: GOSUB 21p ;:: IF EOF(l) THEN 558

539 IF A THEN IF P THEN PRINT #2:I8; C8 ::
Q6=I§ :: A=P :: GOTO 52§

549 IF P THEN PRINT R2:0%; C8; IS; C$ :: A=l :: GOTO 529
ELSE PRINT #2:08 :: Q$=18% :: GOTD 528

559 OF A=p THEN IF P THEN PRINT #2:Q%; C$ ELSE ERINT #2:0Q%

56P PRINT #2:I8;CH:;C5 :: GOTO 258 579 !

582 | DFiI28 -> DVEE NO CR's

GOTO 52@ ELSE

599 1
. 8PP LINPUT #1:I8 :: W§=W§ & I§ :: K=1 1: S=LEN(W$)

61p [F SEG$(W$,K,1)=Z5 THEN 25¢ ELSE IF K>S THEN IF EOF(1)
THEN 25p ELSE W$="*" :: GOTO 6p3

628 P=POSI(WS,NS$,K) :: IF P THEN PRINT #2:SEGS$(W$,K,P-K) ::
K=P+2 :: GOTO 618

63 P=POS(W$,28,K) :: IF P THEN PRINT #2:S8EGS$(W$,X,P-K) ::
GOTD 259

64P WS=SEGS(WS,K,255) ::
258 ELSE 62p

IF EOF(1l) THEN PRINT #2:W$ :: GOTO

659 |

668 | DVSP -> DF128 678 | 688 LINPUT B1:IS$ :: IF
ASC(I$)=128 THEN Igm=mhr ¥

699 We=WS & I§ & N§ :: P=LEN(WS$)

188 IF PFx128 THEN PRINT #2:8EG(W$,1,1238) :: W$=3EGS
(W§,129,255)

Z;g iF EOF(1) THEN PRINT #2:W§ & I§ :: GOTO 25P ELSE 683

739 | DF128 -> DV8@ ADD CR's

74P |

758 LINPUT #1:1% :: WS=W§ & I$ :: K=1 :: S=LEN(WS$)
76P IF SEGS(WO,K,1)=Z§ THEN 82P ELSE IF K>S THEN IF EOF(1l)
82p ELSBE Wg="" :: GOTO 7T5@

778 P=POS(W$,N$,K) :: IF ? THEN IS=SEG$(WS,K,P-K) ::
EL3E 2pp

768 GOSUB 219 :: IF A THEN IF P THEN PRINT
GOTO 76@ ELSE Q%=1§ :: A=§ :: GOTO 76P

798 IF P THEN PRINT #2:Q 769 ELSE PRINT #2:Q% :: Q$=15 ::
GOTO 768

89P P=POS(W§,28,K) ::

THEN
K=P+2

#2:I18; C$ =3

820 IF P THEN I$=8EG$(W§,K,P-K) :: GOTO

Blf WS=SEGS(W$,K,255) :: IF EOF(1) THEN IS=W$ ELSE 759 B2g@
Ig A= THEN GOSUB 21P :: IF P THEN PRINT #2:Q%; C$ ELSE PRINT
$2:Q%

B3P PRINT #2:1%; C$; C§ :: GOTO 258




———————————————————————————————————————— by Jlm Peter=on
from the pagas of the Spirit of 99 newslettex, Sep., 1992

John "Jeb™ Hamilton of the Central lowa User Group was the
fixst to realize, several years ago, that a DVB# 1listing of a
Basic or XBaslc program could be converted to a DV16d flile and
then merged in and run as & proqram. I no longer have hls

program in my library, but this is a quick and dicty verslon of

it -

1pg DISPLAY AT(12,1)ERASE ALL:"Input £ile? DSK":"":"Output
file? DSK"

118 ACCEPT AT(12,16):A9 :: ACCEPT AT(14,17):B%

12P OPEN #1:"D3x™ & AS, INPUT :: OPEN #2: "DSK" & B§,
VARIABLE 163, OUTPUT :: LINPUT #l:M$

139 LINPUT #1:M¢ :: IF LEN(NM$)>78 AND EOF(1l) <> 1 THEN
LINPUT #1:M28 :: M§=MS$ & M2§

149 X=POS(MS5," ",1}) :: Y=VAL(SEGS%(M3,1,X-1))

15p PRINT #2: CHRS(INT(Y/256)) & CHR$(Y-256% INT(Y¥/256})a
"i" & SEG$(M$,X+1,255) & CHRS(E)

169 IF EOF{1} <> 1 THEN 130 ELSE CLOSE #1 :: PRINT #2:
CKR$(255) & CHR9(255) :: CLOSE W2

To try that out, key in this uselezs 1little program -

1§9 CALL CLEAR
114 FCR J=1 TO 149
12 PRINT J

13F NEXT J

149 END

List that to disk by LIST “DSK1.8P%. Then run the above
converter proqram, answer the input prompt with 1.8 and the
output prompt with 1.163. After It runs, enter NEW, then MERGE
DSK1.163 and then LIST. This is what you should see -

1g9 I1CALL CLEAR
114 IFOR J=1 TG 18
129 {PRINT J

139 INEXT J

149 END

Type 18P and FCTN X to bring line 189 to the screen with
. the curscr on the "t*, Type FCTHN 1 to delete the "!" and repeat
with FCTN X and FCTN 1 to delete all the others. Then enter RUN
and 1t should do sof

All that the program does is delete the blank flrst line of
the 1listlrng, convert each program line number to tokenized
format, add a CHRS(®) end-of-line marker to each line, move the
record to @ DV163 file, and add the double CHR$(255) end-of-£flile
marker.

The result is a merge format program composed of REM
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statements; when you delete the "1™ REM indlcator, these become
progam lines.

There 18 just one problem. A LISTed program is a DVED
flle, consisting of records of 8¢ characters or less, but a
program line in XBasic can be keyed in up to 148 characters
long, and can be forced even longer (as I often do!). When such
& line is LISTED, it is broken lnto 8p-character records, which
confuses the conversion program completely.

Line 13¢ of the converslon program attempts to resolve that
problem. If a record ls more than 78 characters long (because
it could have been an BfF-character llne ending in a blank, which
would become a T9-character record wlthout the blank) 1t |is
taken to be most probably the first part of a long program line;
another record is read In and tacked conto 1t.

Howevar, this creatas another problem, as you wlll find out
1f you LIST the converter program and then try to convert it
back to a program - line 149 wlll be tacked onto 1line 13f
because line 13§ 1s 79 characters long.

The best £ix for this is to 1load the bVEP flle Into
Fanelweb and print out a hard copy; use a ruler to draw a
vertical lilne after the 78th characters; mark any program line
that ends on the 79th or B8@th characters, delete these
characters, save the 1listing, run it through the converter,
maerge It In and key those deleted characters back In - still
much easier than keying 1n an entire llsting.,

After John Hamiton published his discovery, several authors
wrote thelr own version. It waa suggested that programs could
be written Iin text format, uszing the superior editing features
of TI-Wrlter or Edltor Assembler, and then converted to program
format. Perscnally I was satisfied with the editing features of
Baslc and was not about to give up its syntax er:tor-catchlng
capability, so I never tried thls method.

However, nowadays several hundred text fileas of newsletter
articles are avallable on the Clearing House BB8 and cother
neéwsletters are belng circulated on disk. Many of these
articles contain program listings, and it would be much easler
to extract and convert them than to print them out and key them
in.

Later on John Ford wrote a more complex converter called
XLATE, vhich eliminates the npneed to delete all the "!" by
converting the ASCII text flle directly te tokenized nerge
format. It also checks fozr syntax errors and corrects them or
reports them on-screen. If the LISTed program had regularly
sagquenced line numbers, 1t will check these to see whether
records should be combined, which should greatly improve
accuracy -~ I have not tested It enough to say how foolproof Lt
is.

Blanks at the end of a DV record are dropped, so 1if the
8#th character of a long progqram line §s a blank, then the line
ia broken into two records and then recombined the blank will be
missing. For Iinstance, 1f the blank between FOR and J in FOR

11




J=1 TO 1P happend to be the Bpth character, it will recomblne as
FORJ=1 TO 1. This results in a SYNTAX ERROR raferencing the
llne number, which is therefore easy to spot and correct. The
sane prcblem can cause the stxing "John Doe" to betome
"JohnDoe®,

The above conversion programs are intended for listings 1n
8f-column format. Howaver, many of the listings within text
articles have been reformatted to ZB-column or 48-column width,
or listed in those widths with Triton Super Extended Basic.

Fortunately, there is an alternative. Curtis Allen

Frovance has written a truely remarkable program in assembly,
called TEXTLOADER, which wlll convert a DVBP file dlractly Into
a program in memory, and wlill handle the shorter 1line lengths,
although with increased chance of error because the method of
detecting pnew llne=s is far from foolproof.

I have not tested this procam extensively, but have fcund
only two major problems. The one 1s wlth racordas ending Iin a
drcped blank, as described above; these are sasy to correct.
The other 15 with split-referenced line numbars. For inatance,
if @ line ends in GOSUB 128 :: GOTO 2P# and splitting of records
tuzns this into GOSUB 1 and 2P GOTO 2PP, you. wlll £ind the line
ending with GOSUB 1 and a new line 2¢ :: @OTO 29p at the
beglnning of the program. Comparison with the orlginal listing
makes this easy to correct. '

TEXTLOADER loads into memory and remains there, so that you
can.load other text files by slwply typing -

" CALL LINK{"OLD"<("DSKn.£f1llename"). The f£flle loads and
converts rapldly, displaylng each line as it does so. Somatimes
a line wlll be reported as a syntax error and omitted, but
sometimes It will be omitted without belng reported, and
sometimes 1t will not be detected untill You try te run the
program. Ocasslionally, especially when working with
28-character 1lines, vyou will get all sorts of invalid exror
messages. Apparently the program 1n memory dJiffers £rom Lhe
screen dlsplay, and it may be implssible to debug in such cases.

Other features allow you ta merge a converted text file
1n§o a ptagr:mhin memory rather than overwriting it, and to read
and run a batch flle of command type instructlicns, such as -

CALL FILES(1) !

NEW

RUN "DSKn.blgprogram®

An improved general -purpose menory image loader progqra
also included. 9 program is

disk xfhfga;s a public domain program, avalilable on my TI-PD
-] . TEXT-LOADER is a falrware program avallabl
TI-PD dlsk & 11p4. pres ¢ tnmy
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

____________________________________ by Wayne Garrlson

WITH A T. I. FLAII&CRCC—STL?Sers)

from the St. Louis BRIDGE newsletter, Dec., 1991

For those of us who work eaveryday at the Xkeyboard of a
computer terminal or typewrlter then go home and enjoy a few
peaceful hours with out TI-99/4A, or whatever our dally task may
he, it Isn't hard to get the fmaeling of Christmas Love sittlng
at the console of this llttle machine. You see, for some of us,
this 1little orphaned machine is a lot more than 3just a computer.
g1t in front of it for a few minutes when the house 13 still and
vyou ‘are alone. Let your mind wander back a few years ago when
you flrst got this 1ittle machine. Remember the Joy and
axcitement that £filled vyour heart when you first tock it from
the box and set 1t up.

I see many things when I sit in front of mine. I get
vistons of my wife, God bless her soul, running around from
store to store weary from putting in a long day at the offlice
trying to find out all the facts she can about the computers
that were on the market at that time. She researched them all
to see vhich one of these "Home Computers" would he the best.
Software quality, expandability, capability, features such as
it's 16 bit CPU, where it was made, these and other facts vere
on her list of items in her remearch. Then came the moment of
excltement on Christmas when she watched the expresslon on my
face as I opened the gayly wrapped package. Now 1 see myself
expanding my T.I. with all the peripherals and writing cute
little Christmas programs for my son, who was very small then.
I recall the gleam in his eyes when he saw Znoopy appear as lf
by magic on the menlter screen wearlng a stockilng cap. He
thought 1t was amazlng that it could play Jinge Bells and all
his favorlite Christmas songs. My mind drifts forward and 1 see
tha tiny 1little fingers of amall hands pressing the computer
kxeys as he used a software module which 18 teachling him his
nimbers, colors, how to read, and how to spell. 1I'll never
forget the puzzled look in his face when he heard it speak hls
name , He had never imagined that a machline could talk., A few
years have gone by in my thoughta., My son ls now in elementary
school. He has benefltted !mpensely from this little computer
and is now writing progqrams of his own. Once agaln I remember
the family all gathered around ny computer desk amazed at how it
could draw Christmas plctures and play Christmas songs. Now
I've returned to the present. Hy son will =oon be moving up to
high schoel on the honor rele and will aqain turn to his
TI-99/4A to do term papers and budget hls earnings so he can buy
his £lrst car. As for myself, ['ve just finished running off
our Christmas card mallng 1list to review it for any possible
address changes. Tomorrow nlght I'11 run off the maitling labels
and return address labels. This is the only machlne 1In my life
that glves mnme these warm fzellings. The others are Jjust
machlines. Althcugh this is not the flrst computer I ever used
and cexrtainly not the last, it Is the first one to earn a place
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in my home for it's many uses. I'm sure many of you have
similar thoughts. If so, take a moment to reminisce. If not,
use your TI; with the family. It has a way of growing on you.

On a lighter note, 1 was working on an article the other
day and I had the stereo on playing the Mannhelm Steamroller
Chritmas tapes, and If you aren't familiar with them, they have
produced some ot the most beautlful Christmas muslc you would
ever want to hear. If you've heard them, you know what I mean.
Anyvway, as these songs were filllng the house with Christnas
cheer and I was beginning to get into the Bpirit, I started
putting words with the music I was hearing. Well what I came up
with wasn't to be found in any songbook. I chose to jot them
down and here they are;

The TI/994A Christmas Sonqgbaok

Deck the flles with Christmas greetings,
tab, tab, tab, tab, tab, tab-tab, tab, tab.
Keyboard takes an awiul beating,

tab, tab, tab, tab, tab, tab-tab, tab, tab.

Jam we now our matrix printer,

tab, tab, tab, tab, tab, tab-tab, tab, tab.
Hope to make 1t through the winter,

tab, tab, tab, tab, tab, tab-tab, tab, tab.

New Disk Dr ive (wnite chrlstnas)

I'm dreaming ¢f a new dlsk drive

One that ls double density.

I have biqger programs, and lots of fllenanes,
I need, more capacity.

I'm dreaming of a new dlsk drive,
Like all my friends have shown to me.
But for now I'll try to get by,

And I'll use more floppies woe is me.

Away with a T.I. (avay in a Manger)

Way back In a closet my T.I. was fcound.
Left there by scme idict till I came around.

1 asked 21l my nelghbors to find me T.I.s'.
One told me of one up the street, I should txy.

The guy sald he got it at the qrocery store.
He got it to come on but couldn't do more.

I offered him 2P and took it and ran.
Now I use it dally how happy I am.
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Silent T.I. B
Dusty T.I.
Rusty am I

Not much time
Off the line

Blg nolsy fan, doesn't spln anymore.
Modules tuckaa 'way, In the drawer where they're stored.

Printer is silent and lifeless
Monlitor has a blank stare.

God Rest Ye, Merry 32? ___________
God rest ye, merry 99s,

Fret nothing you display.

For new software and gcod support,

Is always on 1lt's way.

To keep you osut of dirty closets,
Cursorless to lay.

O-oh tidings of upgrades to come.
Upgrades to come,
O0-oh tidings of upgrades tc come.

We Wish You a Merry Backup
We wish you a merry backup,

We wish vou a merry backup,

We wish you a merry backup,

And a happy Eilename.

Good sectors to you,
Whatever you do.

Good sectors for backup
And a happy [llename.

Enter Here (iingle Bells)
Dashing through spreadsheets

With gooed old Multiplan.

Deadline's comiung soon

Tired though I am.

Fields are all £illed in
Calculations right.

What fun it is to run this stuff
In the middle of the night.

Enter here, enter there,
Checkout the results.

The boss ls angry 1t ain't done,
He's full of bad insults.

Enter here, enter there
No time for delay.
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I've got to have this finished
To bea off on Christmas Day.

Well I hope these songs have 1ifted you splrits a little.
They were fun to put together and are surely the right thing for
the person that walks and talks computers. I want to take this
opportunity to 3end £rom our home to yours, wishes for a very
merry Christmas and a Joyou= New Yeart
Happy Computingl

* SEASON'S GEETINGS *

* MEILLEURS VOEX *

* GOD JUL OCH GOTT NYTT AR *
* MANUAI LE ASO MALOLO *

* TILLYKKE *

* ALOHA PUMEHANA *

* FELICIDADES *

* BOAS FESTAS =

* FROEH WEIHNACHTEN UND
EIN ERFOLCGREICHES NUIES HAHR>

* PRETTIGE KERSTADSEN EIN
EEN VOORSPOEDIG NIEUJAAR *

* GESEENDE KERSFEES EN'HN
VOORSPOEDIGCE NEWREJAAR *

* TREVLIG HELG %

* BUONE FESTE %

* SEASON'S GEETINGS *
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___________________________________________ by Gene Bohot
from the pages of the Milwaukee neawsletter, Feb, 1992

[Ed: Just one of the goodles on the disk sent me by Gene,
I remember reading these guotes in the Pomona Newsletter, and
thinklng, "How in the world dod Gene get the time to do all this
reading?* , , , , , 1

"While thecretically and technically television may be
feasible, commerclally and financlally I conslder it an
impossiblility, a development of which we need waste little time
dreaming.”

Lee De Forest, "Father of the Radio,% 1316

"The everqy produced by the breaklng down of the atom is a
very poor kind of thing. Anyone who expecta a source of power
fzom the transformations of these atoms 1s talking moonshlna.®

Ernest Rutherford, physcist, 1939

"Landing and moving around the moon offers so many serious
problems for human beings that it may take another 29P years to
lick them."

Sclence Digest, Aug. 1948

"In wy oplnlon such a thing is imposslble for many years
rocket shot from one continent to another carrying an atomic
bomb and 20 directed a to be a precise weapon ... I think we
can leave that out of our thinking."

Dr. Vannevar Bush, 1945

Prediction is very Alfficult, especially about the future."
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: to be announced.

PROGRAM BIT - third Thursday

DECEMBER

MEETING:

T:88pm -

7:15pm ~

T:3ppm -

8:3fpm ~

17th , 1992

7:0fpm - Red Cross Bullding - 148p Central.

Doors Open
General announcements, electioens.

BEQ Dinner and CHRISTHA3S PARTY.

Special Demonstratlion.
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NOTICE

Information contained In TIdbits is accurate and true to the
bes of our knowledge. Viewpolnts and oplnlons ex?ressed in
TIdbita are not necessarlly that of the Mid-South 939'ers. We
welcome any opiniens/corrections from our readers. articles may
be reprinted elsewhere as long as credit iz glven to the author

and newsletter.
GROUP INFO

Visitors and gutentlal members mag receive 2 free Issues of
Tldbits while they decide if they wish to Joln (ne oblligation)
On the top of your label is a coXe. A Y means you are a menbez,
W means 2 free list, UG means user group and 3 means a business.
Beslde the Y is a date, one {aar from that date your dues are
ue, A dollar sign (8} on the label will indicate that your
are due. The llbrar{ is open only to members. Librar
Mail order dlsk 1hrar¥ access 1s $2 for the firs
1 for mach additional disk - max of 5 disks per month.
Order by disk number onl{. At meetings, llbrary access l=s_ FREE
if Hou exchange your disk for ours or i per diZk for our disks.
Send all mall order llbrary requests to librarian's addressi
Send dues and correspondence to group address.

CALENDAR

MEETINGS: DEC 17 JAN. 21, {3rd Thursday!]
WORKSHOPS: TO BE ANNOUNCED

24HR TI BULLETIN BOARD

The 9644 NEWS BBS 3@gp/12pP/2

4P/ 48P0/ T72P0/9638/1208P/1 4499
Hayes. 9§1-368-011

2

GROUP MAILING ADDRESS

Mid-South 9% Users Group
P.O. Box 38522
Germantown, Tn. 38183-p522

LIBRARY ADDRESS

Jim Saemenes
46 Higgins Road
Brighton, Tn., 38#11

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME T_1 s18.89 FAMILY
ADDRESS

CITY ST___71p

PHOWE( - : INTERESTS

EQUIPMENT, ETC.

Detach and mail with check payable to: Mid-South 99 Ussrs Group,
P.0. Box 38522, Germantown, Tn, 38183-§522.
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