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ke o o By Gary W. Cox

As you will read elsewhere in this newsletter Beery Miller,
Mac BSwope and myself attended the 1993 Chicago TI Faire in
Chlcago of which we just returned a few weeks ago. We brought
back a lot of new programs so we will at least have something
new to demonstrate for a whille.

Also at this months meeting nominations will be taken for
the offices of President, vlce-president, secretary and
treasurer with the elections to be hald in December plus our
Christmas party le alsc at the December meeting. We also need
someone £o volunteer as program chalrman to arrarge what we 40
at each meeting...

C ya at this months meeting....

VOICE OUT
-------------------------------------- by Mark Schaffer
from the pages of the BYTEMONGER newsletter, July 1933

A few Issues ago, I wrote an article called "Video In", in
which I called attention tec the fact that the video chip In our
computers has an external video pin that wasn't being utilized.
The dream would be that you could put in a video-in Jack and
theraby be able to ovezlay TI graphics on video. 1 recently
found out that some Xind of "sync" would be required to get that
to work, but I'm still hopeful that 1t could someday happen. In
this article, I'm gelng to suggest another untapped potential.

1t started when I read Bill Gaskill's article on cartridge
collecting, which apperaed 1n these pages two lssues agc. There
was something In thexe I £ound intriguing. 1£ you waren't
paying attentlon, you may have missed it. He sald that the
credit for providing the veice to a cartridge appeared on the
first page of the manual. I checked it out, and sure enough,
there on the first page to a cartridge with voice synthesls that
I have 1s the credit for its volce. Bo what? I'm gettlng to
that.

Voice credit -- what does that mean? The volce you hear in
the cartridge belongs to a real person! It's not just made up.
This further means that TI had a way of digitizing somebody's
volce for use in a cartridge. This 1leads to two thought
proveking conclusions. TI had a machine that could be used to
digitize volces f£or use in TI programs. That makes you wonder
1f it was used on a TI, and if so, where can we get one? Plus,
you realize that to play back the scund all you need is a speech
synthesizer. The original machine 1is not required. Let ne
highllght this point, so yeu will remember it:

The TI speech synthealzer is capable of playipg synthesized
apeech from an outside source.

There nust be a way we could take advantage of thatl I can
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think of two, but once again, same as before, not being a
hardware person, I cannot tmplement them cr determine 1f they're
really possible.

The stratght forward idea 18 to adapt oz construct a
digitizer preferably for use with the T1 or perhaps with another
computer 1Lf that's not possible. And then port its output to a
Tl progzam which would send to the speech saynthesizer for
playback. Think about that! Put your own volce in your
programs! Certalnly this is possible. TI did lt. Why not ua?

the other 1dea stretches the notion a little further. 1f
the TI speach synthesizer can play digltized speesch, then maybe
there exists filles that can be adapted for playback with I{¢t.
There are lots of archives of digitlzed sounds. 3Some of them
even for use with the TI using Digi-Port or something. It may
be possible to convert those files so they can be sent to the
speech synthesizer for playback. HNo extra hardware required!

This idea could be ued to test another hypothesis. Can the
speech synthesizer produce sounds that are not volce-related? IE
you've ever sent randon or chopped-up bytes to 1t, you'ad
certatnly think seo. And after all, "I converted real people's
volces into data. For that, you need a digltizer. Could they
have played music into its microphone and played that back? Of
course, Llf it is posslble, 1t would make you wonder why TI never
did 1it, and 1f it isn't, it would make you wonder how a machine
could be constructed to produce digitized volices but not other
types of sounds. Fldellty could be a factor, but I don't think
that would totally preclude the syntheslzing of music ok other
non-voice sounds. :

1 locked in the speech synthesizer manual, and it doesn't
say vho provided the voice for the resident vocabulary. That
wouléd suggest that elther that was before they started giving
volce credlts or that it is possible for it to make up a volice.
Probably the former.

If onea were to try to pursue these ldeas, 1t would be
helpful to knew the dapth of the digitization. It's. probably
elthexr four or elght bits. My gquess soculd be aight bits, But
it could be four bits since you send the data to it four bits at
a time, but I doubt it since there's rno way so send four bits
for playback without sending the other four. And it sounds
good, dcesn't 1t? It couldn't be four-blt sound. '

So what do you think of all this? 1 would be intecested in
hearing any responses, and I would really love to aee somaoche
tty to inplemnent my jdeas. Perhaps we can mix TI graphlics,
live video, live audio, and digitlized sound!l *

JUST A NOTE
________________________________________ bf Mike 8Ch01102
(from Reminisce Magazine)

From the padges of the VAST NEWS newsletter, Juna 1993

n"stand up to be seen, speak up to ba heard,

and shut up to be appreclated.”

. &

1993 CHICAGO TI FAIRE

———————————————————————————————————————— By Gary W. Cox

The 1993 Chlcago TI Faire has once again come and gone
leaving faire- goer's with a variety of products both new and
old. This year Beesry Miller, Mac Swope and myself, from our
group, attended the esveat. Thie years falr was held In yet a
Ad1fferent location (Gurnee, IL) north of the city limits «cf
Chicago so0 it was a little further to drive. The Hollday Inn
that we stayed at turnhed out guite nlce. The fair room 1itself
was somewhat smaller as was the meeting room but adeguate for
our needs since the fair was Jjust a little bit smaller this
year. Many of the same old faces where seen around the fair
{plctures located elsewhere in this newsletter) of which I will
have the usual posters at this meeting showing all the plctures
that I took.

One of the first items which caught my eye was the progreass
of PCo9 by Mike Wright and Harxk Vvancoppenolle of CabDD
Electronics, PC99 iz a project whereby a IBM compatible PC can
emulate a TI99/4a. The project is now at stage 2 whare among
the new additions 18 the ablility to emulate all sprite features,
operate with Joysticks, 1impited TI sounds, dlak I/0, and R3232
and P10 smulation abilltles... System operations were also
spaeded up somewhat from the previous release. In watching the
demonstration of PC99 1 was able to witness the operation of
sevaral T! modules although axecutlion speed was still very slow
and oparations limited but it was stlll impressive to mee a PC
running TI¥9/4a software. Several utllities programs have also
been added te PC99...

Alsc new from Hike Wright was "The Cyc" which is described
as "an encyclopedia ¢f knowledge relatling to the Texas
Instruments TI99/4a home computer® with it's aln to provide a
starting point for an infermation search. The flles aze 1ln Word
perfect format accessible only on a IBM conpatible PC and
contalin reference material drawn from sources such as
Micropendium, 99'er magazine, usex group publications, Computer
Shopper as well as many other sources. Sa for example, L{f you
wish to lock up an article in Computer Shopper You have the
reference material on disk to locate what fssue the article was
published in... The cost of The Cyc is $20.

Richard Gilbetson of CaDD Electronics waz also there
demonstrating version 5.57 of Supercharged XB (RICHXB) which is
an lmpressive enhancement to the abilities of Extended BALIC
(GRAM device requlired)!

Beery Miller of 9640 News was present with coples of the
£lnal version of MDOS (new), 9640. News volumes 1, 2 and 3 as
well as a varlety of Geneve 9640 software productsl

Looking elsewhere around the faire Ron and Ada Markus of
Ramcharged computers had quite a variety of products including
moftware from Asgard Software, Texaments, Notung, 9640 news as
well as others. One new ltem was a game called "Mexlican UFU's"
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which s programmed using "the Missling Link" and ls described as
a text and graphics type adventure game contalning both animated
graphlcs as well as TI artlst quallty still grapkics. The game
was described as belng simple encugh for very young children yet
complex enough for adults, The game sells for $11.95.

Bud Millis of Bud Mills Services/Horizon computer was
present with a variety of products including DIigl Port, Ram
Disks, P-Gram cards, Miller Graphics E-PROMS and the B3CSI
controllexr card although the SCSI DSR is still not complate.
However, Mike Maksimik was there and was able to gst the 38cCSI
card functionlng on a very primitive level with a CD-ROM drive
and Bud had the SCSI card performing limited functions with a
SCSI hard drive...

Larry Conner of LL Conner was present with a good variety
of programs and hard to find hardware and parts including chips,
connectors and so on all specific to the TI99%/4a. This is
definltely a good person to talk to if you need a part]

Ted Kleper of Competition computer was pressnt with a
varlety of TI products Including cartridges, PEH's, conscles and
even hard to £lnd MBX systens.

Mickey Cendrowskl and Mike Sealy of M3 Express Software had
a variety of products Including a few new ones such as Adventure
bDatabase (database of TI Adventure games), Rattlesnake Bend
tadventure game for the adventure wmodule), Genealogy Plus
(Genealogy tracking assistant compatible with TI BASE, TI Writer
and Personal Record Keeping formats).

Tim Tesch of S&T Software and Don Walden of BSecure
Electronics were distributing a 1list of TI RBS's located across
the natlon as well as several programs including YCLR 2.€¢ which
is described as an MDO3 color ansi flle viewer and MDOS- Polyport
2.0 which glves Geneve 9640 users the abllity to include
dlgitized files (VOC and FX format £iles) in batch files... Tim
alsco had avallable his TI BBS program.

Eruce Harrison of Harrison Software was present having a
sort of going out of business 2ale with any software item in
stock for §5 as after December 315t he wlll no longer be
accepting orders although Bruce said he will stlll contlinue to
write public domain scoftware.

someone new this year was Heredith Mkins of Brunkiln
Software who carried a variety of interesting scftware products
ranging from utilities to games many of which 1 haven't seen
beforel

Ken Gilland of Notung scoftware was agalin present this year
with his varlety of products lIncluding many graphlc otlented
programs.. . I might also mention Ken had some information on
some cf his paintings as 1t seems he is quite an accomplished
artist with many of his paintings on display at the Orlandc
Gallery ln Sharman Oaks Callfernial

Barry Harmsen of the Dutch TI users group was thare
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distributing his qroups newsletters and selling a special Dutch
demo disk of programs written by TI'ers in his groupl! Then
looking around I saw many tables full of generic computer
products from Linda of Disk N Dat, Tom Freeman of JP software
was present with a variety of software productsa. Many user
groups had tables setup including the Chicago TI User Group,
Gary Mcquade and Bill Luclid of the Hooslier users group, TI Users
of Will County, Charles Good of Lima Ohio, Walter Blood of the
Kansas Clty Users Croup, Gene Hitz of Program Innovators and the
Milwaukee Users Group, just to name a few... Last but not least
John Koloen and Laura Burnas of Micropendium had a table with a
variety of disks...

While many TI'ers shopped arpund on the faire floor others
took advantage of the seminaras held in the meetlng room which
was held by the various vendors at the faire. Also this year's
John Blrdwell award for outstanding achlevement in the TI
communlty was glven out to James Schroeder.

1 am sure that I hava left out a few names here and there
but this ia a somewhat quick overview of the 1953 Chicago TII
Falre. I went to the faire not expecting to buy wmuch of
anything but I came back with about 10 disks of prograss ranging
from games to wutilities many of which are public domain
including a Dutch demo dlisk. S0 we will at least have some
material to demonstrate at the meestings, Plus Fasry Miller will
soon {(mayba this meeting?7?) be demonstrating the latest versipon
of PC99 (TI¥9/4a emulatoxr for a PC) which he obtalned at the
falr. Plus 1 purchased "The Cyc" which I will demonstrate at a
meeting,

All in all this years falre was good and I even got a
little Country Western Dancing in while there...

LIST OF VENDORS:

9640 News, P.O, Box 752465, Memphis, TN 38175, (901)
368-1169

Berry Harmsen, TI Gebrulkersgroep, le Qosterparkstraat 141E
1091 GZ Amsterdam, Telephone# 020-6941047

Brunkin Software, 7919 Mitchell Farm Lane, Cincinnati, OH
45242, (513) 984-8421

Bud Mills Bervices, 166 Dartmouth Drive, Toledo, DH
43614-2911, (419) 3B5-594¢&

caDD Electronics, €1 Prescott Road, Raymond, NH 03077,
(603) 895~0119 ’

Cecure Electronics Inc, P.0O. Box 132, Muskeqo, WI 53150,
(414) 679-4343

Chicago TI Users Group, P.O. Box 578341, Chicago, IL 60557
7




Competition Computer, 2213 8. Muskego Ave., Milwavkee, WI
53215 (800) 471-1600 or (414) 672-1600

Disk 'N Dat, 14 S. Rlver Street, Aurora, IL 60508 (708)
897-3337

Hoosler Users Group, P.O. Box 2222, Indianapolis, IN
46206-2222

Notung Software, 7647 McGroarty St., Tujunga, CA 91042,
(818) 951-2718

rRamcharged Computers, P.0. Box 81532, Cleveland, OW 441381
{216} 243- 1244 or (BOD) 669-1214.

Program Innovators, 4122 Glenway, Wauwatosa, WI 53222,
(414) 535-0133

ssT Software, 3804 North 75th Strest, Hilwaukee, Wl 53216,
(414) 464~ 4946

71 Users of Will County, P.O. Box 216R, Romeoville, IL
60441

XB MISCELANY #14

----------------------------------------- by Earl Raguse
THE MYSTERY OF ON ERROR AND RUN

When playing around with my DIRectary progegam, !
encountered what appeared to be a strange operation on ON ERROR.
1 frequently put a directory on a disk when it is only partially
£1l1led. 1 also sometimes give the disk to peopls before the
disk 1is completa. The tendency ls for people to seleet a blank
1ine in the directory. That is, I am sure, just curlosity as to
what would happen, as opposed to being down-rlght mean, to ses
1# they can make my proaram crash.

Wwhen a line is selected from the displayed diractory, it in
turn causes the program to qo to a speclfic line to RUN "DiaKl.
xxxxxxxx". [f the directory line is blank, so ls P NAARNXKXY .
Now XB does not 1llke to be told to RUN a blank program. An
erronecus ons is Jjust an error, but a non-existant ox blank
program just puts XB into 3 tizzy. I used to put RUN »*pSK1.DIR"
on all blank lines, so the proqran would re-rus itself. But
that was not a good solution, because that required users of a
blank DIRectory to overwrlte parts of the progran. Now that |is
very scary to some people. they do not mind €illing in blanks,
but averwrltling, UGHI

Then I got a brilliant idea, why not use ON ERROR nnn.
Then when someone salected a blank line and the program tried to
RUN the blank program, the error would cause XB to go to 1line
nnn, where a sarcastic messaqge would be diaplayed about people
who select blank lines from a directory,.

1 thought I would even make this a subprogram. IT DOES NOT
WORK! WHY7? Because when XB executes RUN, it apparantly wipes all
mémory of subproqram locations and whole host of other things.
You can't even do a CALL CLEAR after that kxind of a crash.

Normally when RUN is successfully executed a program is loaded,
all the required utlilities are put into place and the program ls
run as expected. But lf no program is avallable to run, XB
appears to get lost. Page 162 of the Xb manual carrles a
momentous 59 word dlscussion of RUN. At lest 25 percent of
those 59 words are three letters or less. There i3 absclutely
no mention of what actually goes on. This is one of the few
times, however, that a good exanple is given, and all is well if
thera ara no errors, otherwise CRASHIIt

My f£inal solution te the problem was to abbreviate my blank
RUN lines from RUN "DSK1." to RUN. How does that work? Well, In
a program you may execute RUN a8 a program command, and it
sinlply causes the program in wemory to be run again. No harm,
no foul. Sometimes this is an effective way to clear a large
matrix of number or string data, for another run.

1 da not wish to take the space to publish the actual
program, but I included here a short program I called ERRORTEST
to demonstrate what I have been talking about. The program
offers two paths A and B. Entexr the program as listed, with
lines 160 and 160 having the comment mark t® inactivate them,
the program will work sort of OK. But if you remove the comment
mark from lines 160 or 180 or both, to activate them, and select
A, you will get an error message. If you selact B the program
still cycles Just fine.

If you =select A, the program triea to execute lline 150,
this produces an error. Thlis élracts the program to 1llne 160.
If line 160 Is active, you will crash and be told that the
subprogram, ile CALL CLEAR, could not be Eound. Line 180
produces a ayntax error meessage because 1t cannot execute tha
FOR-NEXT loop of line 210, even though it has no syntax error.
Try them one at a time. I have determined also, that IF THEN
statexants will not work elther.

Note what happens 1f you select E, the progran executes
line 200, displaying a friendly message, while lt executes the
FOR-NEXT loop of line 210, then executes RUN, to repeat the
program. This does not depand on whethar lines 160 and 180 are
active or not.

100 | SAVE DSK1l. ERRORTESBT

11D ! BY Earl Raguse 4/92

120 ON ERROR 160 )

130 DISPLAY AT(10,1)ERASE ALL: " PRESS8 A FOR PATH 81,

PRESS B FOR PATH #2"

140 CALL KEY(3,X,8) :: IF 85<1 THEN 140 ELSE IF K=ASC("A")
THEN 150 ELSE IF K=ASC( "B" ) THEN 200

150 RUN “DSK1. % 1680 ! CALL CLEAR

170 DISPLAY AT(12,1) ERASE ALL: "ERROR, ERROR, YOU BIG
DUMMY"™

180 1| GDSUB 200 190 GOTO 110

200 CALL CLEAR :: DISPLAY AT(20,1): " NO PROBLEM, Pause
here then RUN™ :: GOSUB 210 :: RUN

210 FOR T=1 TO 300.:: NEXT T :: REUTRN
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by Mary Philllps
OZARK 39er NEWS

from the pages of the West Penn 99%era, Auqust, 1993

-

1. WORD PROCESSING
a. Write letters, tests,
etc.
b. Template for NL workpage.
g. ::t;:l:s and reviews for the NL.
. tdent Counc
S Laseen il election packet.
a. Address labels for frequ
b. Return address labeis E :::p:?:fe!pondlnca.
C. Date stickers for freezer/freszay items.
f. Warnig labels for mailing dlaks/photos.
g. Diskette titles and catalogs.
+ "Return to . . . " stickers for books, etc.

reports, grants, peraission slips,

Loaned .
Nane/address labels for rebate coupons/conteat nnzzie:?t

h
i
3. Decorative labels for holida
¥s, special events !
k. bDecorative label sets for f
glfta/peace £ .
Instructlion labels for diluting concen:rates.a ferings 1

m. Fuany and thought provoking 1}
amusy pocipsonant g label to put 1in envelopes to

3. DESKTOP PUBLISHING
a. Creeting cards
%ﬁl ::mbezshlp care for church -
nking of you, Get Well, Hiass you (My 3rd .|
School class does the coloring for our prujeg:? © funday

2. Sympathy, Birthday, Mother's
3. Notecards Day, Father's Day. .

b. Deccrative postcards

©. Barners - (Welcome, Farewell, Sunda
, y School, Birthda
:ileCe:tificatea of Recognition to colleagues :5: perlon:ll

a. Po
rooms.at‘f of class bell schedule for office junlor high

f. Ballots for StuCo election.
g. g:a:: 99er News publicatlon.
‘: AR;Is:narv with latterheads, footers, or borders.
a. Graphics creatlon for us
envelopes, etc. ¢ on caxs,
b. Modification of existing
graphics and fonts
€. Conversion of gqraphics to/from different £ "
ts - GIF, RLE
TI ARTIST pictures and inst tor ra c
Destons dentore ances, Character S8Sets Graphlc
Coloring pages for kida. e. Ads for ltems and services.

Print out catalog pages of font
| BUSIHESS AvBL. ooy Pad 8 and graphics for refersnce.

Balance checkbook,

Invoices,

Mall list for customer
Inventory for Amway/Artistry .

banners, newsletter,

-

b.
c.
4.
12
\‘

a. Multiplan spreadsheet - keep income and expenses for taxes.

£, patabase for User Group membership roster and malling
labels.

g. Household inventory.

h. Recipe management.

6. TELECOMMUNICATIONS

a. Electronic mall

b. Upload newsletter to Bob O. for GEnie upload.

c. Select downloads desired £rom OGEnie by Bob
Delphi, and InterNet also have TI areas)

d. person to person flle transfer ** e,
graphics, conferences, other newsletters.

£. Access Publlic Library listings for avallabllity.

g. Access City of Springfield information on BES.

7. PROGRAMMING - HModlfy BASIC or XB programs for my own nesads
occasionally.

8. EDUCATION - Use
spelling, language.

9. VUTILITIES

a. File organizatlon.

b. Diagnostics to test hardware.

c. Dlisk management (formattlng, copylng, etc.)

4. Conversion of flles from IBM to TI format and visa versa.

a. Archive and unarc £lles for up/downloads and program
storage.

§. Menu loaders for disks of multiple programs.

g. Reconfigure my Horlzon ramdisks.

h. Configure FUNNELWEB environment.

10.MUBIC GAMES - Use occasionally for
friends.

11.FRIENDSHIPS a. User Group - two dates I look forward to each
month are our regular meeting and the Board meetlng bacause
I really enjoy tha cameraderie.

b. Natlonwide network of friends svolved through correspondance
with TIers all over the U.8. {and one in Australia) who
write in the exchangs newsletters. I've spent qulte a few
happy hours "playing” with friends in Hollywood Ca, Dubuque
Ia, and Macon Ga. I don't do a lot of travelling, but
before I qo anywhere, I try to £ind a phone number and
address of a Tler to contact, and 1f possible, attend a user
group meetina - I enjoyed visiting with the Brea UG once and
the L.A. UQ several times.

c. FEST WEST TI CONFERENCE - I've bean to Fest West in Anahelm,
Phoenix and Salt Lake City. One of the most exciting parts
is getting to *"rub elbows® with our celebrities - the
programmers, writers, and hardware developers whom we read
about in Micropendium and the exchange newsletters. I'm
going to make 1t to the Lima OH and the Chicago/Milwankee
confersnces one of tese days. Then, there are Boston and
Canada; 1 probably won't ever make it to Cermany, Holland or
Australia but international conferences are held there, too.

12.MENTAL STIMULATION - 1 keep learning new/old programs and
better ways to do things. 1t exercilses my mind and 1ts fun
because what I learn, I can share.

(Compuserve,

Download programs,

nodules / programs for tutoring math,

fun and to entertain

13




nbututdettet ittt bbb by MAry Philllips

WITH HER TI OZARK 99er NEWS

as shared with Mary Phillips.

1. TEMACHES

a. Slsters ar Marian Hall Health Care Faclility, many 1in
30's, use the computer.

their

One of my favorite cards from my SR. Pat colliection states,
“When the physical exertion is too much, opt for climbing
the mind's mountains. Let the spirit within free to
explore. Let your mind see new worlds and enjoy iti"

b. Shares her expertise with other TIers who come to vislt.
2. DESKTOP PUBLISHING
a. Greeting cards (ARTIST CARDSHOP)
1 Thank you, Sorry tc hear . . . Birthday, Holidays.
2. Notecards (humerous and inspirational}
3. card sets used as BINGC prlzes.
b. Signs (ARTIST CARDSHOP)
1. Birthday door signs (240 #)
2. Special food choices in the dinlng hall.
3. Crafts being taught and actlvities belng held.
4 Appreclation {Letter Writers, Wheelchair Pushers).
Banners (Horlizontal and TOTANM)
Welcome for special speakers
Farewell for personnel and voluntaers.
Heliday banners (Eastex, Christmas, Thankegiving)
gpeclal events [Natlonal Nursing Home Week, Nurse's Day,
VH Centennial)
Appreciation (Volunteers, Cooks, Maintenance pergonnel)
3 WORD PROCESSING
a. Personal reflections.
b. Christmas letters.
4. ARTIST
a. Customizes graphics for use in desktop publishing.
b. Creating speclal collages.
¢. Graphics gender changes to produce more pictures of women.
d. Creates stationary with seasonal borders/ pictoral headings.
e. Prints out toplcal cataloas of instances for easy reference.
f. Rotates instances/fonts 270 for totam banners and portrait
signs.
5 LABELS {*MAMELOC*)
a. Large print disk labels with scurces and instzuctions.
b. Wrap-arcund disk catalogs.
6
a
b

- ANLIE e G R
N . e

UTILITIES
Disk/file management (DISKU)
Graphlcs
MANIPULATOR)}
c. Groups qgraphlics by toplic on disk.

converslonI|TIPS, etc to _1 format (TIPS
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from the pages of the HOCUS rnewsletter, April, 1393

oKk, boys and glrls, here is the rdefinitive* load program
for XB which will run a variable as a program, 1t can be
edited, ressguenced, placed in any part of the program, smashed,
crunched, werged, whatever you want to do. I havve used
synusual® varlable names so as not to interfere with any you are
using. All the lines are self-contained subs except line 100
which 1s the line your progqram must aventualliy wlnd up in, wlth
FN¢ belng the name of the program you want to run (device nane
t).
Flrs Low does it work? Address -31954 {>B3ZE) contains & pointer
to the CURFEMT line in the line number table, is. a pointar to
the pointer. By the middle of subroutine 120 we have gotten to
the actual tokenized 1lna. Line 120 finds the "RUN" token (of
line 100) and advances to the lenath byte of the guoted string.
The rest Is like the previocus versions, with a byte by byte
replacament of the original string by the one you want, then a
return to the line that does it.
BTW, if you are using TI'as XB, you nead & CALL INIT too.
Enjoy, Tom Freeman
100 CALL PEEK(-31954,PP,QQ) :t GOBUB 110 :: RUN
%123456TR9A123456789B123456789C123456789D"
110 GOSUB 140 :: CALL PEEK( RR, PP, QQ) :: GOSUB 140 ::
GOSUB 120 :: GOSUB 130 :: RETURN
120 CALL PEEK{ RR, PP,) :: RR=RR+1 ::
RE+1 :: RETURN ELSE 120
130 FNi= FN$ CHRG(O) :: PP= LEN( FN§} :: CALL LOAD( RR,
PP-1) :: FOR QO=1 TO PP :: QQ$=0EGE{ FN3, QQ, 1) :: CALL LOAD(
RR+ 0Q, ASC(QO$)}) :: NEXT QQ :: RETURN
140 RR= 256% PP+ QQ- 65536 :: RETURN

ANNOUNCEMENT

o T o ik e . T o o S . - M R i S o S

Send all inguiries to: Asgaril
1423 Flagship Dr.
Woodbridae, VA 22192

IF PP=169 THEN RR=

Effective Nov. 1, 1993, ownershlp of Asgard Software is

baing transferred to Hazrry Brashsar.

Nothiny worthwhile comes easy, and Lord knows running a TI
software business has never besn easy. When I founded Asgard in
1983 (in fact, almost 10 years ago exactly), my software company
was one of perhaps over 100 Ti software providers, Over the
years, I've seen all of my original competltors, almost all of
the ones that came after them, and most o0f the ones in the
*generation” after that, disappear by the wayside.

1 stuck with it despite many opportunities to move on, and
desplta setbacks slmilar to those that wiped out many of my
peers. I don't reagret it - I learned a lot. I learned a lot
about computers, business and loyalty. I learned how to tell
who was honest and who was a charlatan.

When I astarted th!s business 1 was a teenager ln high
school. Ten years later, I run the Computer Department for ‘a
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major non-profit orcanigation here in Washington, D.C. The
T1-99/4A introduced me to computers in general, and opened many
opportunities to me, In many ways, it made me what I am today.
However, my professjoral and family oblligations over the last 2
vears have forced ne to chanqge my priorities. 1 haven't heen
able to spend much time on Asgard, and it hasn't been falr to
the community, so 1 declded to gqlive the company to the one
person In the community-1 felt whose experlences and bLeliefs
matched my own.

Oover the years 1 have received and generated mutch
criticism. While the T1 comsunity has been hard on me at times,
through Lt all I've trled to be hard back. Why? ] really cared
about what happened to my little black and sllver box - and
people who care about something aren’t silent when they think
something is wrong. In my drive to do what I felt was best for
the community, I ran over more than a few toes. I've also had
my toes run over many times In return.

In retrospect, I was too hard on some pecple and not hard
enough on others., 1'¢ like to apologize to a few:
Cralg Miller: I was one cf your earliest and most

persistent critics. While I st11l think you were trying to sell
yourself as &a programming genius, 1 slighted you by not
recognizing the high quality of vour work.

Larry Hughes: At the time I felt it was wrong €or you to
sell the kind of software yeu sold. It was wrong for me to say
this publicly. You did some orlginal things, and your customers
found cut about the rest without my help. I made much ado about
nothina. :

Chrls Faherty: I wrote an article published in MICROpendium
comparing GRAPHX to TI-Artist that was wrong., At the time 1
wrote 1t, I was angry that you took several original ideas I had
and Improved on them. While I still think GRAPHX was a very
elegant program, and I stand by most of ny opinions; Lt was
petty of me to let my faslings interfere in such a comparison.

The 70 or so people who paid for Preszs in Chlcago, 1987: 1
wanted it so much I sold mysslf, and then sold 1t to you. It
was a beautiful idea - I Just wish it had been a beautliful
reallty. My apoloagles for raising expectatlons, and holding
onto your money for 18 months before reallzation struck, and I
returned 1t.

As for those I wasn't hard enough on; well, mast of them
have long since left the community. Some of them have already
gotten what they deserved. 1'm falrly confident that the rest
will Lln time. I'm not going to name names - endings are times
for reconciltatlion, not vindicatioen.

Unfortunately, the TI communlty was what really sutfered at
the hands of these people,

The T1 world has had more than its share of frauds - those
that would talk up semething and then disappear with the money.
The worst scam artlste, thouah, were those that would talk about
something for years, have erdless conferences, mall out =cads of
detalled announcements, and then lose interest and Azlift away.
They may not have taken too much monay from people, but they dla
worse - they took their hopes.

It lsn't the people who try and £ail that bharm our
communlty as much as the people who like to talk more than try,
and wmake claims they know they can't mest. Whlile most of these

16

people have moved their qames to greener pastures, a few of them
remain in the TI community. To the few remalnlng unwary 99/4A
owners - beware.

1 learned this truth the hard way - my own axperiences. 1
haven't been perfect over the years and led a few wild goose
chases myself, as well as have been taken Iin by a f£fraud or

three. 1 juat hope that when others judge me, that what I have
done for the community outweighs what 1 couldn't do, or 4id
wrong.

In any case, I'd also like to thank a few people in
particular for help and wisdom over the years:

John Xoloen and Laura Burns of MICROpendivrlm: In too many
ways to enumerate. The TI community was very lucky when they
got these two devoted supporters.

Jack Sughrue and the guys at M.U.N.C.H.: For not looking
too askance at the teenagelr trying te sell them software, and
for supporting me through good and bad times.

Barry Traver: Tough but falr for all these years - and I
don't have any hard feelings over Peter Hoddle.

Jarry Coffey, Ed Hall, Jim Horn and many others at the
recently departad HMid-Atlantic 99 'ers (HMANNERS)!: For a "homa"
these last 8 years.

Jeff Gulde: For help in making Asgard more business-like,
and for your wry sense of humor.

1'd also 1ike to thank the many pecople at the TI shows
around the country =~ especially those in Seattle, Tucson and
Ottawa - that hosted, shuttled, fed and sheltered ne at the
30-40 or so TI conventions I've attended over the years.

Additionally, 1I'd 1like to thank the many authors that
entrusted me with their programs.

Finally, I'd like to¢ thank the 12,000 or so pecple that
have bought software from me over the last 10 years - my
customers. THESE are the people that I worked for for 10 years,
and in the bottom line, whose opinion matterad most.

As of Nov. 1, 1993, the new address for Asgard Software
will be:

Asgard Software

2753 Main Str.

Hewfana, NY 14108

716-778-9104

All hardware products, including the Asgard MHouse, AMS
memery cards, the Extended BASIC 3 and other cartridges will be
avallable from:

Asgard Perirherals

1423 Flagship Or.

Woodbridge, VA 22192

My Involvement in the TI community will be limited solely
to the hardware products sold by Asgard Peripherals. HNo phone
calls will be accepted - all orders or ingulries should be

placed by mall.

Thank you. Chris Eobbltt

October 11, 1993
pownload complete. Turn off Capture File. B
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LOCATION

WORKSHOP : to be announced.

PROGRAM BIT - third Thursday

18st ,

MEETING: 7:00pm - Red Cross Bullding - 1400 Central.

6:45pm - Doors Open

7:00pm - Meeting beqgin=, general discussion.

7:30pm - Demonstration to be announced,
9:00pm - Meeting ends.

9:;15pm - Late dinmer at locatlon to be announced
at weeting.
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NOTICE

informatlon contained in TIdbits is accurate and trus to the
bast © our knawledqge. Viewpolints and opinions expxessed in
Tfdbits are not necessarlly that of the Mid-South %$9%'ers. We
wel-come any opinicns/corzrections from our readers. Articles may
be reprinted elsevhere as lona as credit is aqlven to the aunthor

and newsletter.
GROUP INFO

s and otential members ma receive 2 free issues of
¥§3%ig: uhi?e tgev decide 1£ the uisg to join {no obligation)
On the top of your label is a code. A Y means you Are a member,

free list, UG means user oup and B means a business.
=e=?32. %h 4 ts A dat:, one :azq rog that date your gues are

e
. A dollar sidn ( on the labal will indicate that aurx
33:. are due. the‘)libzar is open only to membexs. le¥ar

st is #1, HMall order disk lhrarx access is $2 for the Eflirs
sisk and 81 for each additional Alsk - max of & disks per month.
Order by dlsk number only. t meetings, library access is FREE
1f you sxchange your dis: for our= or 81 per disk for our disks.
-7 all mall order library requests to librarian's address!
Send dues and correspondence to group addzess.
CALENDAR
MEEBTINGS; NOV. 18, (3rd Thursday!)}
WORKSHOPS : TO BE AKNOUNCED
24HR TI BULLETIN BOARD
he 9640 NEWS BB3 398/12008/2490/74800/7 ge/96@p/ 12008/ 4490
¥ g Ha§es?' 991-360!l11%

GROUP MAILING ADDRESS

Hid-8outh 99 Users Group
P.0. Box 38522
Germantown, Tn. 38183-9%22

LIBRARY ADDRESS

Jim Saemenes
16 Higqins Road
Brighton, Tn., 368811

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

A _ 11 $18.9@ PAMILY

ADDRESS e e 1B

CITY T v zie. _

PHONE( _____)__ - INTERESTS

EQUIPHMENT,ETC. __ S

Detach and mall with ©heck payabla to: Mid-South 99 Users Group,

P.0. Box 38522, Germantown, Tn., 38103-p522. )
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