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We hod been in need of rain at our house for owhile. A& big
water bill let us know we needed to pray for rain. The night hefore
the last meeting, it came. We got the rain, but lost our electricity
for nearly two hours. The night before the meeting is always hectic,
but with no electricity meont, alsoc no computer. We used o condle
For owhile. This really helped me to appreciote hoving all of our
utilities. Admittedly they could cost less.

A welcome to oll of the new members and o thonks to those that
reneswed. It seemed that we come to tha Sept. meeting with o surge
of new interest after the slow down of the summer.

Congratulotions to Tom Woodard for winning the Multiplan., We
tlso received good support for the Christmas drowing. All members
will hove o chance to enter the drowing. We will continue to accept
donotions until the Christmas meeting. You do not hove to be present
to win. A good mony people could moke use of o complete system or
sell parts of it.

With the help of Ken Dominiec, I have tried to updaote the
non-member list. We send the newsletter to those interested in the
- Club and those that we exchonge newsletters with., Again, the
newsletters are a source af information. Especially, those that are
consistent in sending their neusletters. I wish someone would offer
to do a column for our newsletter about somaething of interest and
where it can he Found. ‘

Oct. 5, 1985 ot 9:00 AM is our next meeting.

Our program far the Oct. meeting will be presented by Leroy
Thompson. A presentotion of the rnew Myargc Disk Controller Cord and
the 182BK Memary Expansion Card.

Pleose remember the chonge for our Nov. meeting. It will be
Naow . 3, 1985 ot 2:30 PM.

See you at the next meeting.

Jo Lambert
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Minutes
Net 99er HCUG Meeting
September 14, 13985

The meeting was called to order by the President, Jo Lomhert.

Minutes of the previpus meeting were approved as published in
the news- letter. Charles Bathman gave the Treasures report, it waos
aceepted by a majority wvote,

A call was mode by the President for those who had ordered
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GRAPHX toc moke themselves known,

A letter waos reod to the group from somecone with o system For
scle. The group oggreed to moke danations in the form of five dollors
each for o drowing to be held ot the December meeting for this system
os o dopr prize, Envelopes were possed ocut for both the system
drawing ond for the door prize, a Multiplan that wos won hy Tom
Woodaord.

A discussion was begun For the need to change the dates of the
naxt two meetings. October 5, 198S was selectsed For the October
meeting. The November meeting dote haod to be changed to g Sundaoy wnd
Sunday November 3, 1885 ot 2:30PM was selected.

Buy and Sell time was next. leroy Thompson had received ao box
ofF books that he donoted to the Clubh., The book wos entitled I1DER
BOOK”, these were distrihuted to the members for o donation $1.00.

a short recess wes called before our prograom for the daoy. Our
program was on the use aond functions aof COMPANION, o word processor
progrom used with our Library. The presentaion was modse by Gerry
NMuers with the help of Goyle Foster anad was very informaotive and
usefull. A short demonstraotion of OM1000 Disk Maonoger was given by
John Lambert with help aof Gerry Muyers.

Jamas Crosson aoffered the club some equipement to usa as loanars
to the membership. Discussicn wos tabled until the next meeting on
the cost of repairs to this equipment

The meeting wos cdjourned by President Jo Lambert.

Respectfully submitted
John Lombert
Substitute Secretory
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TIMELESS TECHNICAL TIPS
by LeRoy Thompson

We finolly get to have a look at a couple of the Myarc
peripheral cords. UWould you helieve that within one week of
returning from vacotion, I had both new cards? What I om writing
about ore the 128K coard and Disk Controller card. I ordered these
cobout the end of June ond received them obout the end of August.

First, let’s consider the 128K card. IF you choose to, you can
Just plug it in in place of the T 32K cord and forget it. You will
never know it is there. It is tntnlly transparent to the user. IF
you choose to make use of tha advanced features, it will be necessary
to lsarn some more. This cord hos built-in firmwore which allows the
use of the romdisk ond/or the printer spooler. These are accessed
with the command CALL PARTC(X,Y]) with X being the number of K allotted
to ramdisk and Y being the number of K allotted to print spoaler.

To use the ramdisk there is an additionol commond CALL EMDKIX3
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with X being a drive number from 1 to 5. The ramdisk can also be
gddressed os RD. The total memory available to the ramdisk aond print
spooler is S6K. The portition must divide the ovailable memory
between the two--zero is occeptoble for either. If the 396K is all
gllotted to ramdisk, you have o simulaoted disk of 384 sectors. This
disk moy be oddressed os DSKx [(x=1,2,3,4%,0r 53 or RD. I have monoged
to run the random—-file mail list out of rom disk and it is noticeably
faster. If you are curious what is in the ramdisk, you need only
CALL RDDOIR and you will get an instant cotolog of the ramdisk. This
Fenture is availoble from BASIC or Extended BASIC.

To use the printer spooler, you First need to partition the
memory sa that some significant amount is availaoble to-the spooler.
Next you must change the woy your printer is addressed in your
program. SPPI0 reploces PI0 ond SP/2.BA=1200 reploces
RSE232/2.BA=1200. In the experiment where I tried the mail list, I
portitioned the memory to 4BK each for romdisk aond spooler. Using a
parallel printer, I got use of the computer back when it waos printing
the "C’s” and using Lthe serial printer, I got use of the computer
bock when the "G’s” were being printed. By this I meon thot you can
do anything else you want to with the computer while the list is
Finishing printing out. The only exception is using FAST-TERM. UWhen
1 loaded FAST-TERM, it took over the RS232 card and stopped the
printing. When I stopped it, the printer resumed printing everything
thot hod been loocded into the spooler.

Dne other example: I partitioned the entire SEBK. to the spoaler
and proceeded toc print o bunch of disk sleeves (SLEEVIT U1.5-Randy
Baxterl. The computer was returned to me while the first sleeve was

printing.

The documentation wos adequate, barely. It does neot tell you in
so many words HOW to get files on the romdisk. The simple solution
is to hove the ramdisk emulate some acddressable drive and use any
disk manager to move the files to the romdisk. In my example, I
emuloted DSK3 and mode the tranasfar, then I emuloted DSKZ to run the
mail list program. Two availoble feotures are not sven mentioned in
the documentation. The card hos on external power receptocle ot the
bock which would cllow externol power to preserve the romdisk memory
while the computer was turned off. When I questioned Lou Fhillips
about why this fFeature was not documented, he replied: "We don't
support it!” Further conversaticn disclosed that SVIDC positive tip at
>5S00 mo wos required to do the job. This is too much current for o
baottery and you can’'t depend on the power compony for un-interrupted
power. Lou said that 95% of the time you could use it with no
trouble, but be cautious.

The other fFeoture which waos told to me only by my dealer is that
the cord is upgradeaoble to 512 X! This sounds great, howsver, theare
gre a couple of considerations. First of all, it hoppens all ot once
{not in stepsl]. Second, there is no documentotion to cover the mod.
Third, the required TMS 44B4% chips cre not ovailable in too many
ploces. I am still investigoting this mod and hope to make it in the
future.

Overall, the Myarc 128K card works well ond it is a real Joy to

use the advonced fectures. At opproximotely $200, it is still a
little expensive, but it waos worth it to me. 1 have disproven whnt I
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hod heard as a rumcr--The Muarc 128K card used ogs a printer spooler
WILL work with both a parallel and o serial printer in conjunction
with the CorComp disk control carcd.

The Myarc DDCC-1 disk controller also worked perfectly the Firat
time I plugged it in. It, too, can be entirely transporent to the
user. It con be used just as though it was identical te the TI disk
controller card. It will provide many extra Features if you choose
to use them. The cord now comes in o Foam-podded box with a disk
manoger on disk, documentotion on the monoger, aond (hidden underneoth
everything elsel documentation on the disk system. The controller
card haos a set of dip-switches which acllow setting the drive head
step time to 20 or B ms. When set to 6 ms, my drives seem foster and
guieter than when set to 6 ms on my CorComp card. Built into
Firmware in the contraoller card is a directory function which con be
used while in BASIC or Extended BASIC. By simply typing CALL DIRCX],
o catalog of DSKx is printed on the screen without disturbing the
program in memory. Very handy.

The rest of the show is in the disk monager. It is diffFerent
thon we have =een before, UWhether it is better or worse is up to the
individual. Using the Myarc Nisk Manager, you con initiclize in any
of three densities. Stondard (S sectors per trackl, TIDD [16 sectors
per trackl and DD (1B sectors per track] densities are ovailable.
This was very important to me since I have quite a Few disks in 18
sector per track fFormot. The Myarc cord will then read ond write to
these disks in aony mixture.

when the program (which is runable From BASIC, XB or EA) comes
up, uou moy selsct E(dit], SCetupl, Clatologl, XCecutel, Uttilityd or
GCoodbyl. You first use Setup to configure the manager to your
system in a standard monner. Under Setup, you can save the
configuration to disk For futura use. Next, Catalog is clmost
required. You catalog by pressing C and the number of the desired
drive. At that point, you must press E (edit) to make any changes.
Next you are greeted with a large black cursor across the fFirst
catolog entry and a new menu. The menu includes Clopyl, Mlovel,
Efxit], OC=letel, Rienamel, Plrotect]), Ufnprotectl, WLolumel,
BCockupl and Sf{eel). Only the last three diffFer from conventional
monagers significantly. WVolume ollows you to change the diskette
name. Backup places "C” by all files su thot when executed all Files
will be copied. See aollows you to see displayed on the scresn the
contents of any DIS 80 file. This is o new grnd unique Feoture. When
you have made all the choices you desire, you must prass E [(Bxit]
then Xlecutel. The moncger seems tc hove good speed in most caoses.

From tha moin menu you can choose UCtilityl. This presents a
second menu: Ilests), Cllonel, Flormotl, LCogd/runl), RLamdisk], and
ECxit]. The tests ore very similar to those of the TI disk manager.
CClone) is a sector copy which I have had nothing but bod luck with.
It is almost un-documented, but somedoy I will fFigure it out.
Flormotl ollows the initializing of disks os described before.
| {oad/run]) ollows the looding and running of E/A progroms without the
E/A cartridge. R{omdisk) ollows the setting of ramdisk parometers if

_the hardware is present.

Additionally, there is built-in firmware which allouws the use of
cAaLL ILR, CALL LR, and CALL LLR from BASIC and Extended BARSIC. These
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caolls duplicate the functions of CALL INIT, CALL LOAD, and CALL LINK.
This firmware is there for looding and running the disk manager
program, but it con also be used to lead and run stondord assembly
languoge programs. This card gives you a lot of built-in pawer.

Overaoll the Myarc disk controller has worked quite well for me.
You will have to decide if the REAL costs of owning the card ore
worth the goined fectures in your own case. Since I have bsen
evoluoting my purchase of the Myorc cord, the following hove shown
up. It will not run the following programs: Companion, Nibbler [in
DSD0), Advanced Diogrostics, Explorer and the new Disk Dntno Base.
TurboCopy STILL will not run. However, I think it will only run on a
Tl disk controller mochine. All of the programs which will not run
ara at least partly ossembly longuage. The two from Millers Grophics
you would not expect to run since they manipulote the disk controller
in un—-Fathomable waoys. The others are more standard ond really
should run—~-BUT they don’t. I fFeel Jjust like a rank
beginnmer--everything I try croshes and I don't know why.

I Feel the need to pass olong some information that come to me
From one of our membhers., Bill Sullivan recently moved from the
Metroplex to Del Roy Beoch, FL. He called me the other night ond ue
discussed many subjects. He had just bought the CorComp Triple Tech
card for his PEB. His major reason for purchasing it was for the
printer spooler feoture. It also hos o real time clock and o plaoce
to plug in the guts from your speech synthesizer. Apparently it
worked except...... It wouldn’t spool to Bill’'s serial printer.
After several hours of trying and reading, it still wouldn’t spool to
his serial printer. Bill called CorComp. They said, "Right!"” Bill
then re-reocd the odvertisement., It said, "The Buffer is wvirtually
compatible with anu printer ond reguires nog user modificetion of
spftunore--it instolls easily in seconds.” CorComp told him that they
had towld their distributors that it wouldn't work with o serial
printer ond thoat the distributors were ot Faoult fFor not telling the
customers. The reader is left to form his own conclusion,

A A G 6 TN A 0

# REVIEW OF POPEYE
by
Bob Webber

Fopeye, the legendory cartoon chaorocter, olong with his
girlfriend Dlive Oyle, his nephew Suwen’ Pen, and his pal Whimpy all
come to life in this greot game by Parker Brothers. There are, of
course, anamies. The Sen Hng is therm to throw hottles ot Popeue,
but of constont worry to him is his arch-enemy, Bluto.

The first screen in this game puts Olive QOuyle, apporently a
prisoner of Bluto, at the top of the screen. She throws hearts down
to Popeye, and if he catches enough of them he will move to tha next
level. But his tosk is not an easy one. Bluto is alwaoys there,
chasing Popeye. Touching his ominous bulk will send you spiraling
into the drink. The screen has Four "fFloors”, all connected by
stoirwoys, plus a Fifth where Olive is held priscrer. If two of the
hearts thrown hy 0live reach the bottom of the screen, Popayse will
lose o life. (He starts with thresel. The Sec Hag occosionally
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gppears to throw o hottle at Popeye, and Bluto coan throw a Few of his
own if he wonts to. Popeye can punch tha bottles or simply rcun up or
down the staoirs to avoid them. But don't despoir! At the top of the
screen 1s o buckst with a punching bog Just to the left of it. If
Popeye con punch the punching bog while Bluto is stunding under the
bucket, it will Fall on his head, leaving the enemyg temporarily
helpless. And, if all else faoils, Popeye still has his trusty
spinach. It is locoted on the left aof the screen, alternotely cn the
second and third Floor. When Popeye punches it, all of the hearts
fFreeze in place and Bluto runs in fear. IfF Fopeye can reach him
before the spinach wears ofF he can give him o toste of his own
medicine, sending him Flying ccross the screen and down into the
woter.

There is a shack marked "Pgpeye” in the top left hand corner of
the screen. When Popeuye fills agll of the 24 spaces in the shack with
heorts he moves on to the second screen. Here Olive is still at the
top of the screen, but this time ahe throws musical notes insteod of
hearts. Whimpy is in the bottom left hond corner of the screen
sitting on a teeter-totter. If Popeye jumps on it, he (Popeye) will
be bounced to the top of the screen. Swen' Pen sits in the tap right
hongd corner of the scresen, but he hos no apporent Function., Bluto
and the Seo Hag are still there, Jjust os mean oas ever. There is a
window on the right side of the screen where the spinach is kept, and
it octs the same as it does in the first screen, moking Popeye
temporarily oll-powerful. When Popeye succeeds in cotching 16
musical notes, it’'s opn tao the third screen.

This screen is set on o ship, with Olive Oyle still at the top
gnd Bluto ond the Seac Hog still trying to fuil Popeye in his quest ta
save his girlfriend., This time the sailor must catch cries For help
thrown by Olive. Each time he cotches one, another section is
added to a ladder starting at the bottom of the screen until it
reaches 0Olive so thot Popeuye com rescue her. But the Seo Hog’s pet
vulture is there to try ond get Popeuys, and Bluto is more oggressive
thon ever,

The graophics aore one of this games best features, olthough they
ore not guite on por with that of the orcade version. Popeye and
Bluto are both wonderfully animoted, with Bluto stopping to look
ground when he loses trock of his prey. The bottles thrown by the
Sea Hog tumble through the air, moking it look very reolistic. When
Olive throws o heort, musical note, or a cry for help, it floots to
the bottem of the scraean, much in the same manner a Feather would.

I found this gome rother frustreting the First time I plogyed it
becouse when you are standing on o Floor below Bluto he will
unexpectedly reach down to grab you, or he will Jump up if you are
aohove him,

This game runs in Editor/Assembler or it con be purchased in
certridge form.

When you put it all together this is a very gccd gaome, Fun for
beth kids and odults. So long and have fun!
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HE GREAT NE
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Once upon o time, there was o good _________ who said, "There are
a lot of Folks in the NET S9ers who would like to expand thelir system
but really don’t have the money to spare. Since I'm changing
systems, I think 1’1l give them a chance at getting my hardly used
system.” With those words, he shipped his whole system of f to Charlie
Bathman who hod told him, "BOY, HAVE I GOT A DEAL FOR YOU?”. Thus
began the greoct RAFFLE.

If you think thaot you could WASTE $5.00 on something liks; o
beer, cigarettes, bowling, o movie, o record, gambling, o baby
sitter, a book, o drink, your kids, a pizzno, Moc Donolds, o magozine,
or a Christmaos Gift, here’s the perfect sclution. We hove the
following TI System thot we'll give to the lucky winner:

TI CONSOLE

Tl PERIPHERAL EXPANSION BOX with:
RSZ232 CARD
32K MEMORY EXPANSION CARD
TI S5/5D0 DBISK ORIVE
TI DISK CONTROLLER CARD

TI 10* COLOR MONITOR

TRS BO CASSETTE RECORDER and CARBLE

NAVARRONE CARTRIDGE EXPANDER

ONE PAIR OF JOYSTICKS

T1 EXTENDED BRSIC

TI WRITER

TI/MICROSOFT MULTIPLAN

THE FOLLOWING TI CARTRIDGES:
PARSEC - MUNCHMAN — TOMBSTONE CITY - TI INVADERS -
HOUSEHOLDO BUNGET MANAGEMENT - TUNNELS OF DOOM
THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL SOFTWARE
TI MAILING LIST — NAME-IT - TEACH YOURSELF BASIC
ALL ASSOCIATED MANUALS AND INSTRUCTION BOOKS

Starting with our September meeting, those of you that wish to make a
$5.00 donoticon to tha NET S99er H.C.U.G., should do so in o smell
envelope (we’ll supply them ot the next four meetings) in which uou
anclose sither a five dollar hill, Five one dollaor bills, o Five
dollar check or cny form of United Stotes legal currency ammounting
to five dollars, print your Full nome , nddress ond telephons number
on the Front of the envelope, seal it well aond give it to ony of the
club’'s officers ON or BEFORE our December meeting. DOuring the
December meeting, we will drow ONE NAME. You need NOT be present to
win but you must be o current, dues paid member. The lucky winner
will get the whole Ball of Wax.

Face it Folks! Where else con you get odds like this. Invest 35,00,
with a possible 15,000% rate of return with the odds ogoinst you only
2001,

Like 1 said,”BOY DO I HAVE A DEAL FOR YOU! ™.
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Editors’ Comment

The latest rumor from MYARC is thaot Lou Philips hos told o New Jersey
Users’ Group that he may have a new machine for them to demo ot their
Oct. 22nd meeting. The UG is looking for o lorger meeting ploce
than they now hove., Lou also told this group thot prototypes are now
being produced.

Could it be?........

There is 0 new sick boy for your q@iling micro in the area. It's
called MICRO-FIX, aond it's locoted in Arlington ot 3535 B W. Pioneer
Pkuy. The phone number is [(B1731BE0-B2Bl. HMetro number is PB1-9615.

It's owned and managed by Blaoir Knappenberger, ond he sauys thot he
can work on the TI-93/44.

1 have never done this before, but 1 Fesl compelled to bring out the
'soap~bhox’ in defense of 'FREEWARE’ ., I have recently come to think
that most of us do not understaond the term *FREEWARE’., It does NOT
mean that the software is free. This concept was born becoussa
someone felt the need to write o progrom,possibly for their own usa,
but did not want to go to the trouble of getting it copurighted ond
Finding a company to morket it for them, So, thsey decided to market
it themselves under the 'freesuware’ concept. That is, you could copy
the program, try it out, ond if you fFound it useFul, you could send
the avthor o small donotion, usunolly no mere than ten dollaors.

Most of the ’Freewore’ thot I have seern and used is excellent, and
compares fovorably with commerciol software costing MANY times more!
Yet I have yet to taolk to a freewore author who has realized more
thon o few dpollars for his efforts. In Faoct, most of them go in the
hole!

I'm afroid that we are going to lose one of our most valuable
resources if we do not realize thaot the 'freeware’ author deserves
our manetary support. If you use the product, please send the outhor
@ smoll dormotion, or one day you may go to the well, and it will be
dry!?
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