ﬁ .

£5097 ‘X! “1S¥NH
YES XO9 Od
" ONDH ¥36613IN

VOL 8 NUM 7 JULY 1998
NEXT MEETING :
SATURDARY

AUGUST 4TH

9:38 AM at the
NBRH Community Center
Loop 828 at Rufe Snow Dr.

"CLUB OFFICERS

James Crosson President
Tom Collins Uice Pres
Lee DeForest Treasurer
Charles Bathman Secretary
Barbara Massey NL Editor
Tom Collins BEBS Sysop

NET9SER BBS 300/ado/2400 7Ef 24HRS

‘457 Y43

Hewsletter of the North-East
Tarrant County TI-99-/4%a and
Myarc 9648 Computer Users Gr.




W v ep—— e ——

----- Net9%er Officers=n===
President: Jases Crosson (817) 498-8746  MC-147788
Vice President: Toam Collins (BI7) 738-2428  MC-232453
Secratary:  Charlie Bathaan (B17) 483-3230 MC-1242%
Treasurer:  Lee Deforest (B17) 237-9744
Meaber At Large: Barbara Massey (617) 292-3554 MC-29BB0

--==-Net9%pr Staff-----
Wewsletter Editor:  Barbara Massey (B17) 292-35%4 MC-258804
Meabership Chairakns  Bill Duncan (B17) 498-0%587
feeting Facilitiest Bill Duscan (§17) 498-0587
Net#9er BES SysCp:  Tom Collins (BI7) 738-2428  MC-232453

-=-==Net#%er Library Staff----
Chief Librartant  Ken Dominisc (BI7) 454-B074
lending Librarians  Ciro Lopiccolo {8171 297-1002
Cissette Librariant  James Crosson (B17) 49B-87¢h  MC-147788
Mewsletter Librariant  JoNell Thompson (817} 237-9447

~==oeGENERAL NOTES and INFORNATION-----

Phare numbers listed are home phone numbers, Please call at reasonable
hours ard not later than 9 pa at night unless prior arrangesants have been
sade. If you have a question late at night, Barbara Massey stays up late and
You can cali her up to midnight. The MC-nusbers are StarText aail codes.

The Net%9ers aeet the first Saturday of every month at the North Richland
Hills Comunity Center. The meeting begins at 9130 am and ends around neon.
Visitors are welcose! Bring a friend! NRCC is located at the Rufe Snow exit on

NE Loop B20, . N
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o THE FREZ GE T —~mm

There i¢ 0 such to tell this month that 1 don't even know whers to
begin,  Recently I recieved & message from Gary Higgs that he forwarded to me
fros Delphi, it stated that the confersnce being held was with Bary Bowser of
i company heé awns known as OPA,

To sumserize  long and informative conference with a nuaber of the "sore
informed® of the T and 9440 enviroment, [ will try to {intapsulate the
conversations as much as passible. The topic of main toncern seess to be the
aew TIM board, this little beard will supposedly reglace the 9918 video chip
#ith 4 new 9958 video chip that will have on board 192k of vides ram which
vill replace the old composite monitors of the T! for the REB monitors of the
beneve with V6A quility. If 1 am reading betwien the lines properly, 1 think
that they are saying that with this upjrade that it is possible to utilize the
ran of the Horizon and the new Rambo for pageable mamory, much like the 9440
toes. IF this is true, it would be a major break thru, just like the Horizon
nas, the pissibilities are endless.,

Mext on the list of goodies Mr Bowser mestioned a board that is used on
the 4a that has eight slots for modules, the difference between this and the
Navarone widget is not the aight clots as much as the fact that it has the
ability to play aix or match with the 1odules, yes, I mean that he said that
you could have the Mini-ameany and the TE-2 and the EA carts all in aemory at
the same time a5 & combination, neat huh, Also, he has some software out for
the Rambo, called Recallit, i: will work only with the Rasbo which is attached
ta the Horizon ramdisk, The purpose of the Recallit progras i 3 very fast
data base for the TI, Gary said it will handle 4000 records and sort in pae
sicond, yoL read it right, one second,hmass, I’1! have to see that,

Besides these little wonders there is rumors of other great feats, liie
for instance, [ called Myarc the other day and talked to Susan and she told ae
that they were having trouble with the bare boards for the HFIC cards, but Leu
hid some more eade that was good and they would be shipping within a santh,
Alio, the one thing that we have needed has finally come down the pike, no not
& million dollars, but a program that would enible us to turn a prograa into
RSCIT and upload it to Btartext or whatever service we use ind tha recipient
weuld download it and decode it back to prograa image again. That aeans that
yeu can now with the use of Clint Pully's progran called 65D, have the ability
tc upload and download prograss by way of Startext ar any other
service,......now thits what I call grest, thank you Clint Pully.

Thare is aore, but due to lack of time and space I will expound more a:
the meeting, nox hows that for a come on!! Actually there is more, but we can
go over it :n the meeting and save sose for the next nensletter, gettin good,
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huh? 1 have heard by wey of the land ling that one of our kind is just about
to order pne of those TIM boards, so mavbe next meeting we will be able to
show one ai well as talk about it, got your attention yet, well what ever you
do, don’t eiss the next seatin) of the NET#Yers, due to happen August 4, 1990
it the usuall place, and no I am not going to tell you where it is, you'l!
just have to find it on your owm, ha ha ha! See ya there-if you can find it
pbout 9:30 a.a.. VEEJamesiNd

PS Just a little hint, N.Richland Hills, just off Rufe Snow and 820 Loop,
baybe that will help a little bit, see ya.

—————— VFRABws0n" s RAMBL INGE

This manth has really snuck by se. Where did it qo? fost of it at wprk
Is is the same for most of us, The BBS hasn’t changed, except for an B0
:oluen 2400 bps intro screen, The message base traffic is down. I don't know
ihat peaple expact to see there when they call, if thay don't choose to be i
iart of the conversation, Perhaps its the downloads. VYeah, that's the
vicket,  Well the ticket will be pulled shortly, We will wipe all the DL
ireds clean and start anew, very goon. BSo if there is a progras or BIF vyou

‘eally want, better do it spon, When this is done, the Members Only section

iill be back and available to all Club Members.

We havi some rather surprising news fros several sources, We all have
'ead the acvert for the Rave %9 P-Box, [ think it is wonderful fer a coapany
.0 stil! be supparting the TI in 4 hardware sorta way. To produce a card for
:he systea is one thing, but to actually take the gamble and produce a major
1ece of hardware, Rave reslly shows it devotion to the Tiers of the world. |
wn @ Rave 99/X7 keyboard adaptor, and the quality is top rate. Andther itm
¥ note is the TIN. [t is a small card that actually converts any T console
0 BC colunn ocperation. Released by OPA, it replaces the 9918 vides ehip
nside the console, with sose soldering required, Be advised that full
apleasntation of such a device requires 4 sonitor capable of displaying 80
oluans of text, and higher resolution graphics than the TI currently
lisplays. A monitor can sat you back a few bBucks also, usually 979 for 4 new
ioncchrone all the way up to #400 for some of the exatic color analog RBE
ype, The initial cost for the TIM device his been sentioned to be $150.
his device reportedly measures 3* X 4*, is a 9930 video chip backed with 192¢
ideo ran. This hardwire will make the TI into a real contender, in my
pinian. How many peeple will actually spend $130 plus a monitor to upgrade
heir 117 Tinw will tell. 1 will say this, one i3 In ay future,

Tine to wrap things up.sveeeos ND CARRIER2#4Tom Callingsuy
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e M I NUITES OF NET e MEETING
of July 7y PP ——

¥ had sixteen quests sign in, inclucing our new sember Gale Jones, and
Lynn Jennings who washere visiting from San Antonio. The meeting was ralled
te order and the last meeting report was read by Barbara Masssy ind approved,
Janes Drosson read the treasury report and it too was approved,

Jin Lesher, a aeaber and T! vendor, tomsented oo The Missing Link, TI
Base, Tl Artist Plus and other itess he had for sale then gave a desonstration
of The Missiag Link, Included were some *Turtles® Jin made. A very good
deacanstration,

James gave the demonstration of the DON for the senth. The DOM was about
Asseably Language and included a book callec the ‘“Fundamentals of TI-99/4A
Assesbly Languace”.

Thera was ¢ brief break after the Buy Sell and Swap.

Jia Stewart then gave an excellent descnstration of the T1 Base prograa.

This month the demonstrations were recorded by Barbara Missey on a vides
camera, Those who would 1ike a copy of the meeting, please bring a VHE tape
to the next segting and she will gladly make you 2 copy.

Submitted by your substitute secretaryitilo Nell Thoapsanidd

i o TREASURY REFPORT—————
The wmonth of July was kind to us as we spent $4.B0 less than we took in.
We collected a total of #98.00 and spent 993,20, This [eaves the club with a
grand otal of 663,87 at the half way point of the year.¥st Les W,
DeForestiss

v e R NE WAL & IWIE = v

Keabers who need to renew their aeabership in August are: David Carper,
Brent Cooper, Lee [Deforest, FRobert Kleap, Peter Rokkas, ind Tom Mosdard.
Please be sure o check your address iabel, if your aesbership expiration date
is incarrect please let a2 know.

Maabers whose renewals are oow gast dug arer Clyde Haggard {7/90), Cira
Lapiccalo (7/90), Fred Deaver (5/98), Donald Hamsonds (3/90), Glenn Lindley
{5/90}, If you are unable to attend a meeting, you may send your $20.00
aeabership fee to NET99er HCUG, c/o Bill Duncan, PO Box 534, Hurst, Texas
74053,

W2 alsc have MICROpendius subscriptions that need to be renewed this
nonth, Check with Lee DeForest for your expiration date.
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Sone of our sembers have not been to a weeting in quite a while. This is
dangeroys. If we want tD keep the T! alive 41] of us must continue to support
it and the user groups dedicated to TI. Come on ya'll!

KEFRETT NEWSKEERY
Froum Tom Hall

Entrapreneur, CHRIS BOBBITT, yeung owner, operator, prograsser of ASGARD
SOFTWARE will e in the D/FW area in Beptember. [hris is cns of the aain
shakers and aovars of the TI99 Comaunity,

Chris’s visit is sponsored by the Dallas TI Hoame Cosputer Group for the
benefit of the North and Central Tewas TI99 Community. A dinner/reception i
planned. .

ALl interested TI97'ers are welcome and there is nao adsission charges,
nor parking charges. Computer ware vendors will be available. This includes
the Full time TI99 Dealer - Jis Lesher,

~EXTENDED ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE FOR THE FC-
submitied by Tom Collins

Intel’s EAPsBS family of processors are what has recently become known is
a CISC (Complex Instruction GSet Computer}). In fact they cian even be
custonired for specific applications, (Reaesher when everyone safd that the
new PS? series of IBNs would use customized °206 chips?) Some of the
instructians for the PC fanily are so frequently overlooked that we really
should look at thes geriodically, In addition to making us bettar
programers, this can help us understand Lhe machine’s sometimes quirky
behaviar,

The instruction IDPS, Ignore Disk Protect GSwitch, is & reserved
instruction, used in low-level programsing of the operation systes’s BI0S
routines, for those occasions when the system nteds to verify disk [/0
problams. It is closely related to another reserved iestruction, EDR (Execute
Destructive Read).

RIRG (Read Inter-Recard Gap) is commanly used both in DS programaing, for
reading and writing sector checksuas against disk errors, and for database
applicalions, where it enables the application to store housekeeping
information without cluttering up the user-defined records.

A further group of instructions are grovidec as NOPs aof various
durations.  These instructions are provided to allow control of mesory access
wait stites and to accommodate the slow off-line storage davices currently
available.  BAH, BLIL, PLL and SFT (Branch And Hang, Eranch Creating Infinite
Loop, Perfors Perpetual Loop and Stall For Tim) all provide extended interval
delays, with varying degrees of interruptability, BAW being the most
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restrictive while 5FT is the easiest to terainate.

BAH is related to a further group of cantrel instructions, These allow
snhanced transfer of program contrel throughout the systea, They include the
1A (itlogical And) and BN (Branch on Wdhim), cosmonly used in artificial
intelligence {AD) applications, 1IB (Ignore Interrupt and Branch}, used for
gritical error handling, and JTZ (Jusp to Twilight Zane) for extended progras
holds.

The extendsd instruction set includes wmemary mandgement functions as
well. Some of the more imyortant cees are the AAC, (Alter All Lommands), AAR
(Alter At Random), SRI (Subtract and Reset to Terol, LED {Lose Sigaificant
Digits), CVE (Convert to Barbage) and RA (Randemize Answer).

Other instructions control 1/0 orocesses. These include RST (Read and
§hred Tape}, BRSD (Seek Record and Scar Diskl, DAP (Deselect Active
Peripherall, DHH (Destroy Sector Hezder} and FOPC ({set} False Out of Paper
Condition),

Lest you think thar these instructions prove that Intel is Qut To Bet
You, be assured that there are a nusber of valyable user-friendly instructions
in the vncabulary. GBose of these include EIOC (Execute Invalid Op-Code!, an
insurante instruction against scrambled files, DWIN (Do What I Mean}, GCAR
lGet Correct Arswer Regirdless) ind, sost isportant, ACOT {Advance Clock to
Quitting Tise),

There are also two otyer, sare gbscure instructions: BMNE/BNI (Braach
NEARLY equal, Branch NEARLY zero). This is useful when prograasing prabless
where the correct answer is *Close enough for government work." Also - [F
(Come From). This instruction is vseful when you have to re-run a progris to
eliminate the last update, Come From epables a programmer to execute a
progras in reverse order.

e e MOREN ERRG TR
iy Tom SBrott {with apologies to the
aranymans author of Degiderata)l
From TELECOMFUTING, Spring 1990

60 PLACIDLY among the line noise and baudrates, and reseaber what boredos
there wis before BBSing. As far as possible, do not covet your neighbor’s
NST.

Answer your Email clearly iand withost typos, even to the nerds that
pester vou, for they have something to say even if you can’t figure out what
it is

If you compare yourself with uthers, yos may consider suicidey for there
is always soesone mare proficient in Isodea than yourself. Label your disks.

Keep interested in your own career, however huablej even after staying up
all night downloading, Ewercise caution in your business affairsy becaust you
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need the naney to pay your CompuServe bill. But let this not blind you to
what enjoysent there is on your local BBS; sany permons sirive for the most
recest shareware} and uploads get you agre tiae on line,

Be yourself. Espacially, do not lie about your age or looks when
responding to Eeail from ‘Sesylady. Do not post amessages in all caps.
Neither be cynical about donations to the sysop; for in the face of all
reality, he neads the soney for the phone lines. Beware of viruses.

Take kindly the counsel of Phil Katz and Chuck Forsherg, gracefully
ageitting that they know more than you wil! ever learn, Nurture strength of
spirit to shield you froa sudden hard disk crashes, Bu: do not distress
yourself with needless worry, Many fesrs are born of fatigue fros baing
connected all night to ExecPC. Register your shareware.

You are i child of the universe, you have a right to buy a 9600 V-series
Hayes. And whether or not it is clear to you, the comeunications program is
understandable, Read the docs.

Therefore be at peace with the sysap, no satter what 1 jerk he is, and
whatever your BBS plans may be, take your wifa out to dinner octasionally.

With all its bad - documentation, high registration fees, and abgrted
downloads, it is still better than paying for comsercial softwire. Be
cheerful. Strive to pay your phone bill,

e e NEE W S TR e e e
by Jim lLesher

Apparently the latest thing is software is the version I of TI BASE,
Changes have been made in the runing formit is, fros disk or RAM. Soae ather
changes includs, CLOSE rommand, SUN directive, SET, DELETE L RECALL, LEN %
SUBTR, READCHAR, APFEND FROM and AVERAGE. The new version can be abtained
from Texaments for $17.410,

Spell-it is now a reality. There ara 3 versiansj ESSD, DSDD and an HFDC
version with over 200,000 words, I tried the SB5SD version and it works great.
And it is very easy to use, it takes minimal reading of docs. Also you can
delete woros from the list and add your own very sasily.

PRESS Has been shelved indefinatley. Comprodine has taken over the GREAT
LAKES SOFTWARE CO. and added scaz new cospanion disks for JOY PAINT.  Not
personally fagiliar with ANIMATOR I can’t say for oure but from the
description of tha program, it is another FROBRAMMER'S utility. Pictures are
created in frames like cartoons and than displayed in sequance to giva the
illusion of mation.
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e THE MIESING LINK HINTSE-FART 2w
v Jim Lesher

This month we vill expard upon last sonths program *STIX". Ne shall add
changing colors to our program. And line 126 will put & small square in the
tenter of our stix. Su insert lines 6,7,124,128 and watch it go. I you wint
it to run faster, change the number 200 in line 100 to a sealler number but
not smaller than 1. 1 have soae nuabered graph paper copies to use with your
THL prograsming for free if you will see me at Infomart or NEXT 87EP. IF wou
seed assistance call me at 214-82{-9274, or Startext MC-134383,

3! STIXZ

& FOR C=2 T0 1§

7 CALL LINK(*COLOR",14,0)

10 CALL LINK¢CLINE®,04,120,188,12))

20 805UB 100

30 CALL LIMK("LINE®,30,186,142,54)

40 B0SUB 100

50 CALL LINK(“LINE",94,024,094,215)

&0 BOSUR 100

70 CALL LINK(“LINE",30,54, 162,166

B0 BOSUB 100

B3 NEXT C

90 BOTO 10

100 FOR D=1 TO 200

110 NEXT D

120 CALL LINK('CLEAR")

124 IF C)15 THEN 4

128 CALL LINK{"FILL",90,114,102,126)

130 RETURN

- TEM ANNOLNCESS EXTENDED MOUSE SUFPORT-
submitted by Tom Collins

EDS Product Bervice Bupport SUBJELT: Naw Ratain TIP

ABSTRACT: Mouse Balls Now Available as FRU

Mouse balls are now available ax & fiald replacesent unit (FRU}. If a
souse fails to operate, or should perfora erratically, it say be in need of &
ball replacement, Because of tha delicate nature of this procedure,
replacasent of moust balls should oe attespted by trained personnel only.

Before ordering, detersine the type of mouse balls required by examining
the underside of eich aouse, Domestic balls will be larger and hirder than
foreign balls. Ball removal procedures differ, depending upon manufacturer of
the mouse. Foreign balls can be replaced using the pop-off wethod and
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dosgstic balls replaced using the tuist-off sethod, Mouse balls are not
usually static sersitive, however exciss handling can result in sudden
gischarge. Upan coapletion of ball replacesent, the souse Rdy be used
jmsediately,

It is recossented that each servicer have d pair of balls for saintaining
optisue custoaser satistaction and that any customsr missing his balls should
suspect local persaninel of renoving these necessiry functional items.

P/K N33FB442 - Domestic Mouse Ball P/N NYIFB411 - Fareign Mouse Ball

N

The following is Part VI of a series written by Jobn F. Willforth, This
was first written back in April of 1988, Please note that the NYARC
Hard/Floppy controller card now WORKS in the Geneve (9440},
o o e LET*8 TALK Ram DIGN

by Jokn F. willforth

Weli, it’s May 1988 and I’ve besn writing about RAK D18Ks for six noaths
naw. 've only lightly covered the “BIG ~OUR", HORIZON, HRD¢, NYARC, ans
CORCOMP. Each of them is available nom, and aast if not all the bugs have
bean ironed out. I thought that if 1 stretched it out long enough, that
DATABIOTICS would have their unit out, running, some deliveries under their
belt, and be picking up steas in the RAM DISK market for the Tl Well there
is STEAN! .
I'w not going to get into all the details, (it's hard to know what is
trug) but in order to give those of you who are choaping at the bit for the
1advertised” GRAND RAM, L'11 review an article gy a guy who has two of these
rastals, Ken Hami of the User Grow of Drange County, CA. He issued many of
his own opinions delow, and where this was dose, 1'1l put * * around the text.

Kar says that he's been Deta testing a pair of GRAND RAMS for
Dataiclics, and "they have really gotten it together with the software. [t
has bees unfortunate that this product has haj so many delays in sanufacture,
but in a way, looking back over the last six months, | have to admit that the
softwire six onths ago was terrible to what it is now.* Kan then compares the
Geneve, and infers to the loag {ncubation, nativity, iafancy, and it's nearing
puberty even DNoW, a§ justification for the GRAND RAM*s long time i
gevelopesent. [ personally don't find that the cosparison is there, It takes
aore to develop & Machine that emulites an glder tachnology, and maintain
cospatibility with all paripherals that plugs into the same GYSTEM BUS, as
well a5 is able to keep up with the best of what is deing produced by the
sonied personal/home camputer aanufacturers of today than it is to follow on
the coat-tails of people like Lou Phillips, Ron Gries, John Clulow, Dave
Romer, and the folks at CORCONP.

The Mest Penn 99'ers attespted to purchise two RAM DISKS from DataBioTirs

i e s S mam v
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a5 long ago as TWO years. We were buyi
! . ying thes as part of the National
@d::s:ry Panel (NAP), whizh was set up by DataBioTics to get software/hardware
i: o the hands nf gay peopie in the T1 family for the purpose of reviewing for
ERE sutual benifit of DataBioTics and the Jsers Groups. This was to the the
.D:ﬁs R::Ekyesa 2: years 9o not six sonths ago, RENEMBER? We did get our
abou i
e & yeir ago after being #@thnut it over !l months, We just
Ergugh, [ think we need all the su
pport we can suster, and we in turn
:::tUtsuppo;t those who gake the plunge and invest thou;ands in an orghaned
@ pth::.vﬂueg::v:hto astegltors of newlsetters, include the coaplete picturse
e nost for your doli i
o o e warretsiace, 11 ar and are inforsed about what is going
_ Ken reports t@at you can use the GRAND RAM as both a RAM disk and as a
:;x:t sgonl!r, with the sizing deing done by & CONFIGURE program not unlike
aflavallahle for the HRL, HRD+, but having of course the added ability to
tonfigure the CLOCK, the FRINT SPOOLER as well ag of course the RAM DISK, Ken
s;;i that you can have up to seven of these ERAND RAMs in 2 PEB, and "use thes
;0k « He set his S12K {max. unit size} card up as a 1-dsdd, 1-sssd, and a
o spooler. A 0K spocler should be mare than gnough to print out most doc
i e:, ind retqrn the TI CPU to you for further processing in less than twn
ninutes. The pr:qter say start to bother you after a half an hour of printin
uh:leTynu're.playlng VIDED CHESS. F !
hr drives can be designated ! thruz i
. . . . y and this should cose out to 35
logxc;; ugxts and if th:t isn’t enough, you tetter look to a winchester drive,
o 12 RAND RéM has “HOT KEYS", which means you dan’t have call loads.
ThPu vJJit punch thllkuy. and WHAM The pragram you want is up and running!®
IQISHE: because the unit has a biull interrupt tiser chip, and tach card hﬁs
o KEYS, These keys do such things as turning your clock on/off, srint
l:v:ne:eu:J?:f. pnuerpr)pruqral on/off, as well ag disabling interrupts, and
v§ (prograsmable) for progras ing i
Pt i vy or progrie loading, Remember each GRAND RAM in the
vnrs'Thl enit coses with a modified "MENU" program fros John Jomnson, uplated
tno";o: of 4 ‘Talk,‘ and the word processor is modified (which WP, I don't
b o run on it. Dlsg $aster | (from DataBioTics) is provided but at this
: e connot access dr:ye; 7 thru 2. John Birdwall's Disk Utilities 4/6R
N:::ur:s thi: unitsszcgrdzng to Ken, and "does it all!' I believe that (¢ I
o get a ND RAM, | would write t i
wrote the check for the haréuare. o Jom Birdeell at the sina tias {
Speaking of hardwire, the price is u
' p a wnch since you read about th
:?9: price ;ast‘ supaer for g 4K version (8150, now), Be careful ibn::
uylng.thls unit right now. Ask the guys in Dillas, Tewas. It's 11
expensive when you don't get the hardwire! ' . e
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