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EDITOR’S
FORUM

- By DAN GAZSY

Last manth) enclosed with the C.0.N.N.I newsletter was a
raprint of an article by Iruin Hott (Sept @) which
concerned the creation of a Clearinghouse BBS. Since I
can’'t directly force you te read other U5 newslettars, I‘11
do the next best thing; include the article in ours.

What’s Hott by ITrwin Hott - Spirit of @9 Sept 1oo0

“... As you may remembers in my July Article in the Spirit
of 29 newslettars I talked in some detail about the
possibility of setting thae Spirit of 99 BES up as a
“clearinghouse.” The idea was to make it easier for usar
§roups to gain accass to a wide variat? of currant material

or use in their nawslettears.: This cowld alsc be eaxtramaly
useful for small user groups which are no longer able to
publish or exchange newslatters.

After considurable discussions at two C.O.N.N.I.
meatings, it saeaemed to be a practical idea. It bacane
clears thoughs that my cost estimataes in the last article

were a4 little low. Mae would need the following! )
1 hard floppy controller 23@@.@@
i 2@meg hard drive $15Q., 2
l 24922 DalD modem $1208.,.00

1 AT style case to held hardrfloppy
drives and power supply $1Rd. 2R
1 RS232 card for ports 34 for Speach $B2. 2
miscellanesous connactors $258 . A
TOoTAL $75 . 9

Me are now at the point where we need soma positive
committments from User Groups bafare we can procaead
further.

In my July article I asked far faadback on tha
"clearinghouse" idea. I have received a couple of positive
responses on the BBS. Wa need to know if there is really
enough interest in the idea.

Wa are asking that this idea be discussad at your usaer
group meeting. Me would like to keep the costs as low as
possible. For example if there were 25 groups willing to
commit $3@ eachr that would be sufficieant for us to

urchase all the needad equipmant. MWe could stay at 1222
AUD for a timers but I would prefer to start out with the
243 BAUD modam. I think a cap of $B@ per user group for
first year expenses would be reasonable. MWe would neot
Eurchasa any equipment until we had anough for everygthing
ut the modem. If wue did not receive encough money by
January 1sts 1991, all money collacted would be returnad.

We ara hoping wa can hava the system up and running by
that time. Tantativaly ue would aeaxpact to charge %18 per
group for succecdine Yyears.

We are looking a setting up the system as follows?
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Access Lo eriginmal matarial intendaed for use in
newslattears would be limited to L or 2 deasignated
gersons from sach user group.

hesa User Group newsletters would be availablae to
members of any usaer group.
Downloading o? other files would be available to
avaryona-.

If your user group is interested in the "clearinghouse”
idaa please sand $3@ to!

Bob DeVilbiss
222 Atterbury Ave.
Columbus, DH 43229

Make cheacks payable to C.O.,N.N.I. and indicate thay arsa
for the "clearinghouse fund®.

If you need more informaticns please fesl frae to write
or call me at!

Irwin Hott

1243 Northridge Road
Columbus, ©H IFIR24
(&14H) 283-B319 (voice)

I initiated soma action and sent an ingquiry lattar to
Irwin Hott asking for additional info concerning this
corncept. Quastions I addressed to tham concerned 1) cutdial
access from natworks (Starlink:, PCPursuit) to their bbs: 2)
ocperating hours of the BBS,; 3) ratio of material dedicatad
to 984@ vs 99-/4a; 4) areas (languages and applications)
which articlaes will address. Hopefully» I°'’ll have a
PesEansa to thesae gquestions at our naxt (Decembar) meating:

ast month I spent an inordinate amount of time making

sure that a wide variety of fonts were showcased in tha
November newsletter. Tha purpose was to give you a choicse
of fonts to be used in Futur. newslattars. I wasn’t
expacting a tremandous raeasponser but I was anticipating
soma response. The response I’ve received to date is
similar to the Fandbacﬁ fairware authors genarally receive
(little or nothing). Remember those last two pagas of avery
neuslatter is your means to communicate to me. lease use
theam!! Ti1ll naxt month

The following two items were raprinted from the Clubee
Newslettar (August-October 1992 issue).

TIew-4A DOCTOR

TI®P-4A REPAIRS. Repairs done at reasonable rates. Firnm
pricas will be givun baeforea an work is done and everygthing

is uaranteed. ocntact Frank Bllari 819 Newport Avenue:
South Attlaborosy MA RF2703 or cll (BRI 781l ~-7£4% evanings.

TIo® 4A SOFTHWARE. Diskss cassetar and modules available at
reascnable rateas. Drop a line or call. Do not forgeat to
describe your system when askig for your frea catalog:
Contact Frank Billari B1i3 Newport Avenuer So. Attleboro)MA
RPRTRI - BERI or call (BFB) 7L -724B avenings: Sat and Sun from
SIS a.m:. to DIAD pum,
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Ara you a disorganized
individuals continually
forgat about appointments
or nead constan remindars
aof things that you have to
do? If so» maygbe this
program is for you.

The first two things that
struck ma about this
program uere! a) tha

rogram is 3 years old and

) 1t was placed in thae
public domain (frae?) by the
author (John Jehnson?>. Tha
program claims to support B
diF?arant cloek davicess so
if ou have one aof them
CorConp clocks MBF clock:
Clulow clocks 9&4@2 Geneva
- or PGRAM clock) it will
extract the timear» month
yaar from the device. If
you don't have oner» don’t
worryg; you’ll just have to
manually enter month and
yaar when it’'s needed.

The program is a mamory
image file and loads into
the first 8k (ARPR-BFFF ) of
expanded mamory» so most
program loaders will load
the program with no
trouble.

Before you get to the
Main Menur you must supply
the name of the data filae
(MM ¥YYY) and the drive
assignmant. Mhen thosae
tasks are dispensaed with)
tha program attampts to
load the data file (if it
already exists) and prasant
you uigh a list of menu
options (Load Save Print

and

HErase Find CnnFis Bye). To
selact these options just
entaer the firs lattar of

tha option. The one option
which wasn’t intuitive ¢o
ma at first was the

Raminder HEditar but

the ENTER kay
that problen.

pressin
resolve

" MWhilea the Raminder Editor

doasn’'t support word wrap:

it is extremely easy to use
and supports most of thae
editing function Keys that
usars of TI HWriter have

grown accustomad.

If the FIND option and
Scratech Pad waeran't
included in the program: it
would still be a usaful
programs but thezsa twe
features just make it mMmorae
usaable. fael it was a
good choice on the author’s
part NOT to make the search
case sensitive. Seeing my
saarch criteria rasolvad by
chackmarks in the calendar
ware neat graphic displays.
I like the idea of being
abla to do multiple
ssarchas beforae
invastigating any day’s
ramindars. Using Scratch

Fad as a tamporary buffer
and "picking up" linas and
putting tham in tha

workspace or datae block is
an adequate way of copying

ramindsrs.
For Ganeva 2¢4@ ownarsss

there is also an
acecom anging utilit callad
REMI NDER whieh wil accass

the current days raminders.
Placing REMINDERS and you
choicea of argumants in tha
AUTOEHEC files would either
print or displag today’s
remindears whan the machine
boots. A neat way to start
your comgutin? session,
WMhila I’m glad that John
Johnson wrote "“"REMIMND ME"
and placed it in public
domains I‘m also sad that
he didn’t try teo
commaricall sall the
program. It has lats of
flaxibility and is vary
.Il? to use:. Though you
could use the program
without reading the docs, I
would advise you to rmad
tham anyway. There are
enocugh inﬁs- nuancaes and
tips in the docs to make it
worthwuhile reading. ©n a
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scale of 1 to 190, this
- progrom grts & 1é in RLL

catrgories.
CLUB
‘NEWS

“" sy DAN GRZSY

I’m not sure how reqular
this article will apprar in
the newveletter, but there
is gnough current naws fo
warrant a ceiumn this
month, First of
neminations for élub
Dfficers were made at the
Novenbrer merting and
rlections are schaduled for
the Drcembser meeting.

The ssarch Ffor an
alternate merting place Faor
the UG merting may bs cver.
The linttied hours
£Tpm—R745pm2 at the library
have bren a detracting
froture for quite awhile.
An altrrnative meeting
Elaca in tha

gnniluwerth/lestfigld area
has been found with the
desired rxtended hours and
day of the week (Tusesday”?
available. CGur Joanuary
meeting will ke conducted
at this new facility. Maps
and directions will
distributed at the December
neeting. If possible:; they
will be included in
Dreanber 's neuslettier.
Before closing, 1°d like to
remind all mambers that
club menbership is due to
br paid in January.

99/4A & 9640
UENDORS

Alvoe=s Computier Suppligs
6228 Hamilton Rd.
86 Main Street Uillaga
Columbus, Ba 31909

4042 387—4966

ngard Sef tware

P.O. Box 16326
Rockville, Md S08%50

{708, 8S5-328%5
Cataleg Available

Araatz Computmr Services

719 East fyrd Strest
prla oy isc 54911
{4145 781-8478

4142 731-4880 aftrr Spm
Catalog $2

Bud Mills Services
166 Dartmauth Dr
io 48614
(419) 8&5-5946

CalPD Elgcironics

S€ Auduben Rd.

Havernill, Ma ©1830
88, 895-2119

Compristion Bumputnr
28249 1] National Rv
Milwavkes, Wisc 53804
CRARR) 242-7908 in Wisconsin
ARG > E662-C8ER all others
Catalog ¥l

Computer 3hopprr

P.O. Box
Titusville, F1 38781

CorComp

8811—6 East Binston Rd.

Anaheim, Ca 92806
714> 956-4450

Pijgit Systens

4848 Hortensia 81

Can PDirge, LCa SE1e8
6192 E95-88301 voice
(6192 E78-8155 bb=
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Disk Only Software

P.O. Box 244

Lorton, Va 28079
{B1e> B40-7179

Genial Bamﬁutnrwarn

ks Groeen ley Dr.

Philadrlphia, Pa 19188
28150 488-1379°

Great Lakes Softwuare
804 E. Brand River Rve.
Howall, M: 48843

{8177 S46-03606

Harrison Soffware

S76E 461h Place

H?attsvilln. Md 20781
Sl 877-8487

Hunter Electronics

4 N, 870 Pine Brove

Ransenville, Il 60166
C/ILE 766-9503

Inscebot Inc.
£.0. Box S9l180
F1 Orange, Fl1 SE0EQ

Jim Lesher

782 Huntley

Dallas, Tx 75214
(2140 821-9874

| Jaa Electroenics

Dalla=m, Tx 7S854-8%SE6
(860) 488-8808 in Texas
{80R> SE87-7488 all others

JP Software

2890 £l Camino Real #1007

Pales Alto, Ca 94808
Cataleg $1

L.L. Conngr Entnrpr:sn

15281 Ferry St.

Lafagnttn. In 47904
{31 742-8146

Mcelann Software
P.0O. Box 24160
Dmaha, Ne 68184

Microprndium

P.QO. Box 1848

Round RocK: Tx 78680
£S18, S8E-18128

Hidwerst Enginnarinq

208 Arcadia Dr.

Varnon Hills, II 60061
LR120 BAZ-CBR

garc Inc

24 Ranigr Driva NE
Birminghamn, Al SS&18
L8025 AS4~-S848

Not Pelyeptics

P.O. Box 4443

Voodbridos,; Va 88191
CTR30 499-5548

Pil?rims Pride
E Uxlltam= Ln.

Hatbere, Pa. 190040
{8152 441 -4E68

Quality 99 Softwers
1884 Celumbia RD #leZ1

Vashingtoen, DC 20009
CEOED 667—3574

Quesn Anne Bemputar Shopre
8122 Reoosavel?t NE
Seattle, Wa 98113

{8068, SZE2-6558

Ramncharges Bnmputers

6467 E. Vancey Dr.

Brookpark, Oh 44148
CE21l67 243-1844 gvenings

Rave 99

i1& Rambl:ng Road

Varnon, SQ66
(BB, AT1-78284

Tere%

P.O., Box 8578
South Bend, In 48860
(80@) 848-27
{8172 889-7051

Terxonenis
S8 Center S
Patchogus, g 11778
{Sl16.7 473—34 2]
(S16> 475-6488 bbs

Tex-Conp
P.0O. Box 38284
Granada Hills, Ca 91344
{8182 866-6631
Catalog $E

Page @26



[ ]

-BR@-227-£908
Catalog Ruailable

94D News

c/o Beery Miller
S4ES Marina Covue #i
Memphis, Tn 38115

TYPEWRITER
99

"Why go to all the
trouble of maKing a _
computer into a apewrxfer?
Uhy rnot use a wor
processor? The answer is
simple - a uword processor
xs_szmpl? too much for sonme
things. _%pewrx*er is
perfect if you want to
address an envelope, type
up a label, uwrite a
postcard, or asuven a short
note or letter. R word
processor is simply too
much sffort — too manyg
commands to laa with,
too much work. 1l you
haues to do with Typeauriter
is run the program, and
=tart typing., You don’t
have to anter complicated
commands to set margins or
indent lines, double=-strike
or underline words., You

and

MEWJUG SUEH & [ vmei | L)) WBoewigkix Lo2g
The Bungyard Group format gour text. With
P.0. Box BZ2323 Tupeuriter all you have to
Colorado Sgr;ngs. Co do is simply press a Key
888g2-22323 and start typing any uay
(?713) uygg-2572 you want. Tgpeur&fer gives
_ gou the best of both worlds
TLEQPCUb Softuware on your TI=-SS/4A." :
15 Collxnauood Rus,
Columbus, Uh 43213 The abouve paragraph comes
(614> 235-3545 from the accompan¥xng docs
to the program. At first
Triot Softuare glance, my reaction to this
P.0. Box 114-RH paragraph was a bit
Liscomb, Ia 58148 skeptical. I decided to
read on anyway, The first
Triton Products Company thing that struck me uwas
P.0. Box 8123 that this program is not
San Francisco, Ca 384128 only far +ﬁe isKk user, but

is also for the diskless TI
cwner. This program comes
in a cartridge or can be
loaded via casstte
Cprovided you ouwn a
mini—-memory cartridge),
Once the program loads,
you have to ansuwer a fesw
short questions before you

can begin to type. The
program needs to Knou the
printer interface, the left
arnd right margins. Once

these questions are enteread
you're off to the races, or
should we say Keyboard.
From heres you'’ll be
presented with a window
which will show you the
last ? lines that were
+?ped. a margin ruler uwith
all actius tab stops and
the command functions
availables 1o gou. started
out Jjust using the basics
of the program. Typing and
reading the screen, {=l=]g
found out that the cursor
would switch between the
bottom line of the window
and the margin ruler, esvery
time the cursor hits a tab
stop. No big deal as long
as you realize this is
happening. Every time a
line is completed (reaching
the right margin or
pressing the ENTER Keul,
the line goes to the
printer and ¥ou are
positioned at the left

don’'t have to juggle files margin, You'll soon realize
and disks to save and * 7 that your editing abilities
Page 87
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are limited to that of an
almctronic fgpaur;+=r
Should gou chose the "TVPE"
mode instead of "LINE"
mode, you have no sditing
abilities at ALL. In
addition. euerg charac+=r
is echoed righ our
pr;n*er After cne ine of
this, I thought I owned a
teletype instead of a
printer. Let's just say
that TYPE mode works but I
wouldn't recommend it as a
default mode.

Theare are a bunch of
additional gptions which
can ba toggled ON or OFF
while you snter data. It's
quite ghuious to determine
whether an opt;on is active
or not. If it's on, the
option will be in
inverse-video, I did find
some inconvenisnces trying
to use the BOLD or
UNDERLINE option. If gou'’ve
typed a portion of a line
and then decide it should

be underlined or in bald,
iau’ll have to reposition
he cursor, acf;uafu the
tion and re%g the

c aracters to take the new
option. I'd of much rather
been able to place the
cursors turn on the
function, reposition the
cursor a second time and
turned off the function.
All characters betueen the
two repositionings of the
cursagr would inherit the
new function.

I guess if this program
was targeted to only the
disk based audimnce; I°'d
have to rscommend that you
pass on ﬁrogram
Contrary fa what was stated
in the cpenxng para raph
will stick with tar
for my most sxmple oF uord
processing functions.
value being able toc sauve
and edit an¥ word _

rocessin hat I write. If
were a disKless user, ny
opinion would have to be
quite different, This
program allows me to

sxmulata an slectronic
ﬁpeur1+er uite well and
e price of the program is
under the cost of a
*gpaur:*ar of comparable
feaatures.

NEWSLETTER
EXCHANGE

Our list of TI User groups
that ue exchange neusletters
with continues to grouw. Our
list of 25+ UG’'s only tookK

S months to compile. If Qur
club exchanges with ang UG’'s
net on our list, we be uvery
interested in hear;ng from
you via the comments and
suggestions on the cover

page.

CLUB 98

Mail Stop 1-21

34 Fogrest Street
Attleboro, MA 82783

Norfh Jersey TI IBM UG
16 Judith ARAn Dr.
R ingwood, N.J A?uG6- 1863

Central Garden State UG
8]l Country Lane
Hamil ton gquare. NJ B8ESa

0B9S%9er 's User Group
c/o FranK Crotty

flueensborough Ccmm Collmge
Bayside, NV 11384

LITI S9Ser's UG
93 Myers RAuen
Hicksville, NU ijiggl-242y4

Twin TIers UG

c/o R, Sass

RD #1i

Rock S+tream, NY 14B78

Pittsburg User's Group
P.0. Box 8843
Pittsburg, PR 15216

Erie 99'er Ussr Group
2812 West 33rd Street

Erie, PR 16586

Page
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- Attns Earl 1.

Nittoany Usmers of T2
625 wiitshirn Drive
Ltate Collrar, PR 16803

MANNERS

1S51068-A Fredrick Rd.
Suite 156

Rockville, Md ZTOBSO

Hampten Reads TI ‘ers
4701 Atterbury Street
Norfelk, Va 83513

CONNT
181 Herischman RAve
Verthingten, GH 43085

N.W0. BHID 99 ’ers User BGroup
AFirst Church Unitty

8S8F Excutive Parkway
Toledo, RBH 43606

Hoffsis

Greatirr AKron 9Ser'’s
P.0. Box BEoi
Cuyahega Fall=, OH 44828

Lima 99744 Users GBroup
P.0. Box 847
Venedocia, OH 45894

Great Lakes Computer Broup
P.O. Box 158
Roseville, MI 48686-013Z

Milwaukere Rrea Users Group
4188 N. Glenws
Dawvatosi, BI 53888

Riouxland 99zsr 'wm
4604 Blusstam Circle
SBicux Falls, 3D 57126

Kansas City 7I199/74a UGB
P.O. Bex 12591
No. Kansas City, MD 85416

Pallas T1I Hemae Cempuisr
P.0. Box £9868
Dallas, TX 7EE280

Net9Srr HCUG
£.0. Box =S54
Hurst, TX 766032

JSC T199 User GBroup
c/o John Durn

€321 Coryell Sireet
League City, TX 77873

T SlLaVes
8818 1. 8540 3e.
et Jordan, UT 84284

Southwest Ningty Niners
P.O. Bex 17831
Tucsoen, RZ BS780

Southern Nevada UB {SNUGBY
FP.0O. Box 26307
Las Usagas, NV 8812¢-2301

Nerthern Nevada 99 ’‘srs
SS54 Mark Circle
Sun VYalley, NU 83488

LA 9%zr=s Computer Group
P.O. Box 7746
Torrance, CR 90504

Noerth County 99%rs UG
P.0. Bow S500
Escondide, CR 98025

Usoe

c/c Earl B Raguse

17161 Edwards

Huntingten Brach, CR 98647

JOKE
OF THE
&%/ MONTH

Ie Imading a flock of
his par;ghianats‘an a trip
to Hawait, o ninister beqgan
to (rritate some of the
traveirrs with his
overbearing and patronizing
manner. In the midst of his
hundredth lecture on the
flora and fauna of the Big
Island, onrk vacatlioener
Finally interrupted him.
YPamtor®, he said, *you
Keep referring to the
igland az Ha-wai-i. Isn’t
the correct pronunciation
Ha-vat=-1 7

The ninister insisted his
pronunciation was corrrct
and the argunent went back
and forth For an hour.
Finally, the group stopped
Ffer lunch. YOur waitrass s
a native:® the ministier

-
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said smugly., "Lets ask
her.” In his usual ,
deliberate manner and in
exaggera+ed clarity, he
asked the waitress +to
slowly pronounce the name
of where they wsre,

Very slouwly and equally
distinctly, sha'ansuarad.

"Tac=-oh=-bell.’
HELP
WANTED

WANTED: Newsletter Editor
s=meks perscn to write
infrequent articles for
club neusletter.
expertise is not a must.
Minimum requirement is to
read/write the English
langua?e. Hours ars
flexible. All resumes must
include a sample article.
Plagiarists need not apply.

GRAPHICS
BY
GRIFFIN

For those of you who like
artuork and are constantly
looKing for different
graphics librarles, I found
a collection of drawings by
Oon Griffin on the DELPHI
network which are quite
nice. The maéori+g of the
artwork was done with
Picasso Publisher and
converted to TI Artist
picture format. With all
the different convarsion
programs around, it is no
monumental task to convert
these ocver to your favorite
format. The majority of the
pictures are military

Technical

airplanes (past to
present). The remainder of
this article are the
author'’'s axact words (found

in the RERDME file).

"...I have tried to make
the drawings as accurate as
possible considering the
limitations of a bit mapped
screen and a 9 pin dot
matrix printer.

I've not included any
background in these
randerings since gyauw may
want to scale, rotate, or
otheruise manipulate these
images Cwith TI-RAritist
Plus) to create dogfights,
formations, animation, etc,
You can add gour oun _
backgrounds and colors if
desired. Let ygour
imagination run wild.

I'm r.l..sina these .
ictures as Public Uomain.
‘have ancother 12 or so
ictures yet to release,
Ut I'm waiting until

havue snough art to fill a

double sided disk.

If you liKe these drawings,
or would likKe to see any
particular aircraft or
autos on future releases,
your commemts and/cor
suggestions are welcones.

I hope you get as much
en joyment from these
drawings as I did in
creating them....”

Ron Griffin
384 W. 17th Aue.
Milan, IL &l2864

The following page of
graphics is just a sample
of the pictures provided by
Mr. Griffin.

Page
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COMING
EVENTS

DECEMBRER
PDreemnbrr 15

Wayne, NJI - Un,
Palttersen Ceollegr
402 tables in Rec
Bantar - over ZK
:n Fres garkan
-8 1o
HIFS Rd. to Ratzer
Rd to coellegr
enitrance. Park n
Lot #T and take
the ftwe minuis
shuttle bus ride.
12 am to 4 pm.
Call chee; 831 -00862
For more info.

JANURRY
January 19

Hackensack , NJ
FOU Rothman Ctr
S0 tables, Rt4
1o Hackensack
Ave Bo. Left at
Tenple Ave. One
minute fto
Rivaerside Squara
(Blaomsngdale ‘sl
Shop 8 all
Ball (8 @2 631~
RRBE for more
tnfo.

FERRURRY
February 2
wg ng, NJ = Unm

terson College
490 tables in Rec
Center - over oK
in fres 5 arking.
I1-82 1o Z3N to

Rlps Rd. to Ratzer

Rd tce cellege
gntrance. Park in
Lot 5 and take the

two minute shuttle
bus ride. 10 am to
4 pm. Call {80’

831 -0062 For more

info.
February 16 & 17

Frst WUrst S1 to be
haeld at the Ramada
Inn, right across
the streetf from
Disneyland, RBRnaheim
CA. Tickets are $6
for both days.
Future anncuncraanis
will be availakble at
the UBDC 8BS (7142
778~-5459 or write to
FerstUest9l Commitiee
c/e Bill Nelsen
11698 Puryrar Lane
Cardasn Greva,

925640
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This menth the BR3 ’'s have again been loaded with lots of
?aod information for the TI and Geneve cwnrrs, First off, 1
cund the followin dia1c$ en DELPHI, describing a bug in
the use of the HFDC with TI Base. This is very similar in
nature to the same bug that existed in the 8@ track eprom
for 1he FDC before v1.6 resclved the problem.

Froms G84ANENS Tar TIGGY4R

Paul, I have Just located and identifird I think what is a
bug, possibly in the master D3R, or a bug in TI-BASE and
have found a way of rapraducin? it.

Symptons? o 593# spctior File {On HDOS1.UL.? is suddenly
dreereased in size to 6 or 7 sactors, then aftier re-enir
aaain and performing a task, it is back to it’'s crigina
si1ze (fortunately..

Loftuare Usings TIi-Base VU3.0G-

Crneve 2eftware?r MDPOS 2.97H, and GPL 1.04 with Groms 1,8

replaced,

T have o database Ffilr on the hard drive with 7% records
in INT/FIX ES8 format. If I do the following instructions
in TiI-Base I cet the following s mEtams.

USE ADDRESS CPRATH ALRERDY BEFEN Do

That’s it, nothing viewsd, editrd, or saved with TI-fase.
A sinple cpen ond close. When I return to MDO2, and do a
R, the file is shrunk o a & or 7 sector Ffilse Ffrom the
original s not capgabln.

Reprat, the samg thing, but add one things

USE RDDRESS

EDIT 274 <¢la=mt record, counts @ to 874 for 7% records’
(Prass FO to mxit?

CLO2SE

QUIT

Return to MDDS and the file is now back to i1’s original
size when I do a DIR and it is caggabia. whereas before 11
wasn ‘t. This cperation is REPEATRALLE EVERY 1ine. I den’t
Know if 11 is a TI-Base bug, or a MDOS8 bug, but it seems fo
fallow along someg previous messeqrs I saw about relative
access and such. I oam not saying this is a Benrve bug, or
a TI-Base bug, or what, but it is reproducible. It could
zven be of the lacKk of presence of all the BPL >2x
routines, but T thought I weuld It you Know.

Paul, I checKked it out, and fleppy and RAMDISK do net show
the preblem. Only on Hard Drive access., There are other
things I have seen Thatl ©.97H dorsn’t do with the hard
drive or fleppy, butl haven’t pinpointerd the preblem or any
wag of rxactly describing or reproducing the problem. Uhen
I hove time to Find reproducible methods, I will forward
them on as I did rarlier. Will catch you later, Beery
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The following message was sent from Hyarc to a HFDC cwner
who wanied to grt rid of the 45 second delay. This info was
provided becouse the user only had fleppy drives connecied -
ta';hn disk centreller and the delay was getting a bit
nuch. :

Froms MURRC To+s ROUCRMF

...Here is the change yeu need to do to grt the HFDC 4%
src. waifi out Jumper pin 1 1o pin 8 on US1 and the HFLC
will net leek fFer a hard drive....

How many of Yau wendered why the 99/4a-cau1d net take
advantagr of floppy drives larger than 7ECKP The follewing
repsonse Will help expain it.

REs DISK DRIVES (Rers Mmg 180640
Froms JERRUC Tor LRPERSE

The IBM 1.8meqg format is 80 tracks X 15 sectors X S18
b¥tas - and the spindle sreed is S6© RPH {which is the
standard spesd Ffor 8% floppiss’., The 780K fermatl (8.3% or
S.85%) iz 80 tracks X 9 sactoers X S1& bgtns. This
$ransiatas to 80 tracks X 18 seciors X 8586 bytes on the

Oh yes — and the spindle speed for 780K is 30 RPM - the
samzg as 40 track drives.

The higher packing density on 1.2 meq {(and 1.44 nrg
2.5 drives requires a higher data transfer rate
fSPOKbps rather than SS0Kbps?. The HFDC has the hardware
to suppert the higher data transfer rate (since it already
supports the SMbps rate for the hard disks?, but the sprom
dors not support the 4 to 1 bit mapping nerded to use such
high capacity disks in the 71 disk operating system. The
eprom DRES support such bit mappin? on a large hard disk.
Se what is needed is some code in the rprom to do the same
thing for flopriss.

Clear as mud huh?

Jrrry

This month’s column would be remiss if there wasn’t af
least & meniion of tha Chicage Fair. The fellowing report
was written by Chris Pratt orf EZD.

1990 CHICABO TI FRIRE HIGHLIGHTS
1173790

The Chicagoe Faire had many high points Ilet me klaborate on
Just a few of then. Here are the things that caught my
RYR ¥

¥ Comprodine relsasad sgveral new programs for the TI. ﬁ¥
Favorite was o game called *BACKIT INE” Chek'stin.ys == 1
tmmediately caught my ryr as I passed their beeth. The
Qoane 1S SO simi?ar te the game Arkaniod for other cleone or
sprcial video card hocKked up to the TI consele, but to my
pleasure the game is for the TI-99/4R. I bought this one
right away.

* Barry Booneg was manning the Texamenis boeth and gveryboedy
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loved hfs nerw Pprogram YGIF MANIAY, This pregram allows 4R
- cuners to display BIF pictures without any sprcia
rauipment attached {(vidro cards and the likel. Definitely a

wiInnEr.

# Chris fBobbit from Asgard had the new MIDI interface set
up <7 brlirve the author was demenstrating i1 for people
but I am not sure, I apelogize’. ARlso the new very
impressive araphics prograom *YRAPPY (which stands fors Yat
Ancther Paint Program) was for sale. YAPP is wall
ggcgmnntnd and comes with a largs manual in & hardback

i nder.

& Bary Bowser from OPR (in Canada.” damenstrated many of his=
new e?n:tranic gadarts, includin? a new widgrt type drvice
which allows usar=s te acceass up fo ten cammand modules
sinultaneously and a 9958 circuit which Pluga into the
99188 secket in on the mother beard. This 80 celumn/hi-
res video devicr has 198K of video memery, & 85 pin analeg
RBR video connector, and requires no sxirrnal power supplg.
Bary demord the 9938 prototype but will be salling the 2958
varsion for $170 scen. I own a Mechatronic 9838 deavice and
Tove the added features on the 4R including the 80 column
support, since the Mechatronic device is no longer
available I am glad to ser others pursuing these ex ans i on
options. aasgard plans to bre coming cut with a Mechatronic
SOLONEY in 9088 version too, Asgard’s will be an extirrnal
device with powsr supply and a DSRy DOPRA’s dors not have a
DER on the board.”?

A 7T and J Sof tuvare demonstrated a nrw pregram called
sHardback® by Mr. Tom Freaseman., This program is a miracle
for those who cwn the Myarc HFDC and wish fo back up their

gard dishs. Alse demoenstrated a pregram called “The
uggrr®.

¥ Other hard drive nerws for the TI came when ESD anncunced

t11s official shipping date for their ngw Hard/FIupﬁg
contreller. They wi?l be shigging on Novembzr 3@th. Mr
Shane Truffer (President of E and the designer of the

controller card) along with yours truly (Chris Prattl
firlded questions afier the announcement. ESD also hrld a
S 1/8% 1.44MBR Ffloppy drive give away to promotfe their new
gaptrallnr which s able 1o contrel the 1.44MB floppy
rives.

# Rave 99 demonstratrd their new PEAS rxpansion box which
is vary sleak loekKing and allows for the user fo install
the 99-4F mothrrbeord or the Beneve in the chasis. with
other TI Enripharal cards, hard drives, floppy disks, and
with the Rave XT Keyboard allows users to changer tha loeok
of their TI. The only draw back T can see s that although
thay allow for the plugging in of command medules however
i1 = o little cwkward with an sxtrnsion

11 appears that a wider varieiy of mice devices will scon
bre working with WINDODUS 9640, If you have a Logitech Serial
mouse and wanted fe use it with your Beneve or WINDOWUS
9640, the following message will show you how 1o grt
WINDOWS 9640 or 1the Beneve Mouse Pevelopment Kit updatad.
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From?s QS42NEWNS Ter ALL

Bruce Hellstrom has Bust compleiced the Lo?itech Serial ~
Mouse driver Fer DINDOWE 984R2. Anyone net that dees not
use a Myarc Mouse fer their Geneve, but has access 1o o
Logitech SERIAL and a null modem cable, and is a registered
user of DINDOLE or the Beneve Mouse Development XKit, can
retfurn their disk with $2 {o covear postage and handling.
This Driver ’‘currentily’ enly werks within WINDOUWS and no
modifications were required to WINDOWS 1o adapt ancther
device. 14 has net beren tested with the Asgard Genius
Mouse but has a 754 chance of werking sincr Legitech and
Grnius can both use the same M3DOS driver at their default
states. If thr A=mgard Mouse does not work, we will try to
aquickly grt a version tegrther. The driver was 4 Iittin
mora trickier than suspecied, but now that the =erial
rautig?s are written, adopting othrr devices should not be
a problem.

From:s BBOONE Tos LAPERSE

Uersion 1.0, now renamed YGBIF Mania® adds a fullblown
floppyhard disk drive cataleger to the YGIFFY* program...

other than that it is the sane... I om selling updates for
$S {that includes shipping and handlingl... i+ you want
version 1.9, send it to my address... F.D. Box 1888, Band
Springs, 0K 74063

Barry

More woess for the HFUC cwner whe have little ones that
like to play around cemputers. Dhile this is not a seriocus
problen, i1 was rather interesting to haar about the
inaquisitive fingers of a two year old.

Froms RFELTON Tes TIO048

My twe yrars old son had me discover samathin? strange
yesterday s He was plagin? with the Keybeard, typing random
characters. Once in o while, he’s been pressing the anisr
Krys which gave a *bad command or filename message”, of
course. The sirange thing is7

T 'vae discovered File with the same random characirrs on my
hard drivel/// Those files were all Dis/Fix 80, 4 sectors
éepq gsizn may vary, depending on the size of the hard:
rivel.
This lead me to twoe thinass First, if gau t¥§B a
non-existent filenamne, iI1°’ll be creatrd on @ hard drive
for a reasen that is cbscure to me. Second, never Irt a
twe years old Kid touch play with the Grneve ¢72 Have any
jdra why this is happening?

Rejaan
Froms TIOO4A Tos RFELTON
Re. fean. 1’11 bet that *>* was one of the characiers
typrd....and created the new file as a result of *I0O
rgdiigctian" as inplenentied in MDOS.
au
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Froms RFELTON Tor TIO04R

Probably. 1 Know that one file was named *8* {without
quotee? and i1 was the only character typed. I’ve noticed
1. Anyway, 3t’s net what I weuld call a bug and it’s
not very important. Just have to check eout when tuping
filenomes.

Re jean

From the fairware community, Clint Pulley continues 1o
provide more new utilities an Uﬁgrada others. New for MDOS
users is a program called CDEF which will alter the MDOS
character set. Mokes rnadinﬂ an 8@ column screen a bit
sasier with a larasr font, je prior releases of DIirectory
Managrr and FIND have alse beren updatrd and are now at
ravisians 1.8 and 1.1 respactivaly.

From Jos Ross, author of cShaIng. he ’'s creatrd o
demenstration package of his program and upleoaded to TI
boards., The program is primarily for the 99/7/4a community,
but 1t will run on the Beneve foco. Preogram supporis
qraghics. irxt and bitmapr mede.

ne last ittem, Funelleb v4.81 is now available for the
40 community, Disk Review fer the 40 celumn and 80 coelumn
uUsSEm Qe Nnaw on G RaGr.
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