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NEW.UG 99ER'S NEWSLETTER,

EY DAN GRZSY

Before I commence with this column, let mc first say
[ haum and havan't nissed putting this column_together. I
did miss the number of pages that it Filled. I did miss
smming sxcepts o is column appear in other neuwsletters.
hat didn't miss was the apount of time spent reviewing
lug files. What I didn't miss was the inordinate smount of
time this column takes to put_together. compared to the
~rust of the newslettar. Uhat I didn’t miss uas hou much
time this column tookK_away from my programming tine. During
my 3-4 month hiatus, I _wes able to dedicate sonme to my
programming projecis. This never would haue been possible
nad I continued with this column. . .

The majori%H of the material in this colunn is glesaned
from the DELPAI network. For those of you who had been
wgndering whether this service iz of any use to the average

user, consider it in earnest. UWhenever I have problens
+ith harduare_or software, this is the first place I turn
for answars. The material in this column may sesm a bit
dated for a December newsletter, but I’uve had 3 months of
nessagess to go through for this nmonth’s column.

EXEC

It looks as though Barry Boorne is contemplating an update
ta EXEC for batch ?iles and his choice of inplementation
sjppears to be just what the user could use.

311337 16-SEP #912€ General Information
Rt PrEditor (Re:1 Msg 34336)
F-om: BBOONE Tor JPLESLIE

ook far a version of EXEC uwhich will allow returns to
natch files soon... Cor I nag fix it from the MDOS side...
fhammm. ..) if EMEC were modified to allow returns to batch
tiles, some prograns would not run under it... CMaybe I°'11
3dd a software switch to it... say EXEC FILE /B to return
to & bateh file... you would just leave off the /B for
softuare that becomes incompatiblel

B LOADER

Some of us are always ssarching for the ultimate XB
loader that will load just about ANYTHING. While I can’'t
say that this is EUPHORIR, it might bs close,
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3EESHE S-0C1 961068 General Information
REt INPUT error (Rs1 Msg 35884)
TOMSFREE Tos EBERKEN

or, boyz and glrls, hers is the "definitive” load progranm
far xb whieh will run & variable as a program. + can bme
cdited, resequenced, placed in any part of the program,
smashmd. crunched. mergsd, uwhateuer you want to do. I haur
uzed "unusuval®™ variable names so as not to interfere with
ang you are using. All the lines are self-contained subs
cxecept line 188 which is the line ygour Erogram myst
esusntually wind up in, with FN$ being the name of the
progran you want to run Cdevice name firs+t). .

How does it work? address =3189E4 (>832E) contains a
coimter to the CURRENT line
a po.nter 1o the pointer. By the middle of subroutine
we have goiiten to the actual tokenized line. Line 120
finds the “RUN" {okKen (of lins 108) and advances to the
leng*h byte of the guoted string. The rest is like the
prev.ous uersions, with a byte gg byte replacement of the
porigimal =tring by the one gou want, then a return to the
lines that doms it

From1

in tha line pumber table, i.e.
128

T, if you are using TI's ¥B, you need a CALL INIT too.
En joy, Tom Fresman

8P CALL PEEK(-3i354,PP,QRJ1y GOSUB 118 :¢ RUN
*12INEETBSN123HE5E788B123456789C 123UE6769D"
118 COSUB 149 s CALL PEEKCRR,PP,QQJ:r1 GOSUB 148 ot GOSUB
led 1v GDSUB 138 1t RETURN
ie@ CALL PEEK(RR:FFJ)11 RR=RR+! 1t IF PP=189 THEN RR=RR+1 ¢
RETURN ELSE 128
138 FNE-FNILCHRS$CB) 1 PP=LENCFN$)1 1 CALl. LORDCRR,PP-1231r
FOR DO=1 TO PP 11 (Q$=S EGSCFNS,Q0, 1)y CALL
LONDCRRAQAA,ASCCAQEI I v HEXT QG '+ RETURN
118 RR-2SEXPP+Q0-B5536 ' RETURN

ANAL 06 RCB

Sona of us are still contemplating gef*ing an 88 column
decuvice. Deperding on your choice of BB column device, [t
ma? 2lso be necessary to pick up an analog RGB monitor. The
Fg lowing messages are provided to help you with this
choige,

33743 1B-AUG 23122 9648 GENEVE

E: monitor for Gensue (Re’ Msg
337363
From: LMCCLURE Tor BRADSNYDER

A .'12mm dot pitch would be adeguate for the Geneve., I have
smen this monitor in use on computers with a GYB-pixel]l wids
screen, with an B%-column display, and saw no fault it.
(Granted, it did not loock as smooth as a .3lmm multisync).
N= the Gereve only uses 512 horizontal pixels for its
B8=column screen, it should be usra satisfactory.

About the only problem I have heard with Maganvox monitors
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is a problem with often hauing cold solder joints on the
flyback transformer. However, given the Fac# the monitors
qmue & 2 year warranty, and that even out of warranty the
croblan is easily fixed ( just reflow the 401n+s with a
soldering iron), I giuvse them a *thumbs up'.

337E10 19-AUG 21141 964D GENEVE
RE' monitor for Gensus (Re’ Msg

337sao
LMCCLURE BRADSNVDER

Fram:
['ve actually used & 14” UBGA monitor with & pitch as bad as
.E2mm, ond not gone blind, but I anm rather ngarsi hted so
euargth;na besyond & foot or_so looks fuzzy an uag? £grin>
Mg rocmmate 's 3IB6SK has a UGA nonitor wi*g a dot pitch uof
.39mm (not far off from the Magnavox). and s no
bad...likely about the same results you would see on tho
sensve, with it's slightly lower horizental res (512 vs.
31UBY, with the larger He2mm dot pitch.
‘our idea about going to RS to look at a .Y2mm pitch UGH
moniter to size up houw things will look is a good move.
smart think ingl

dB?SBREB-RUG 19156 9648 GENEVE

Tot

agaag?nitnr for Caneve C(Re: Msg
Fromt: JERRYC Tor BRADSNYDER

The ICM13S s a later version of the 515 model that I an

using and mine is excellent on the SEUB. he onl ,
complaint I haus ever had is that it uses the tragifional ﬁ
mmd iume sFeod phosﬁhora which make high-res interlace pics ‘3
vibrate”. But then slow-phospher nonitors are very rare.

Ihe only differance betuween_ the old and new models is the

1ew SUHS circuitry in the 135 (the 515 only has the

sfandard RCA plugs for NTSC TU CUCRD aigna?s). A
LEditor's comment]

In ny humble cpinion, I have to agree with both
$scomnand-+1nns of the 1CM135 nodel monitor from Me
T have one attached to my TIM deuvice and its been a
[ had hoped.

BACKUP MISER

While I kKnow this issue also contains a product release
?nnquncamunf of Backup Miser, (t's nice to Know =ome of the
‘prcal problems encountered and the level of support from
the author. Hopefully after reading the following meassages.
Joudca? avoid their pitfalls if you choose ‘o buy the
oroduct.

14898 _2-0CT 23142 86U BENEVE
Backup Miser

navox .

1 that

From' GREGRPH To! ABEARD
Al. Got my copy of Backup Miser yestarday. Thanks| I have
axparienced a ﬁroblan initiating a backup. think i+t may
naue 16 do with how I'm running the program. Since 1 don’+t

have GenBerch Shell yet (order went in the mail tedayd, I

Page @t

tried running it from mdos bw typing in at the pronets
HDSI.UTIL.HDEQEKUP I was able to set my preferences but
t mausd the file to my floppy drive w1

whern it sava them, i
instead of Hos1.ufIL. subdiruc*qrﬁ. I then startad to do
the tockup with pre-fornatted disKs (S boxes full, didn't

ing the first disk.

+ 0t aks ch esl). After read
pupa c i he I re-booted,

got Kicked out to the A)> prompt. Next time, -
Fa-formatted the Floppy, load the MOUSE driver first, then
HDS1.UTIL.HDBACKUP but no arrow cams up. Does it work witt
the Hsgard mouse? If not, I'l]l have to peruse the message
basc for Myarc mouse compatible info.

Thanks. Greg

suml3 3-0CT 17112 9648 GENEVE
GE: Backup Miser C(Rav Msg 3YBIE)
Froms RBERRD Tor GREGRPH

Simple problem, sst your default to HDSI.UTIL.HDBRCKUP. an.
then +BFQ in HDBHCKUH. The problem is that the subtasik
SFBALK must get loaded, and HDBACKUP must be abla to fir
it in the search path. SorrH about that., HODBACKUP is
dasignad to work with Bruce Hellstrom's mouse driver Cthe
one Yhat came with 964@ Windous). Beery Miller can rovid:
a copy LI belieue for $2.58) if you don t+ haue ons, but it
only works with a MYARC mouse to the best of my Kknouwledge
(I use an Amiya mouse, which uvorks nuch better than the
MYARC mouse).

Let nm know bow

SHQESRS—DCT 11127 9648 _GENEVE

it works.

£1 Backup Miser C(Ret Msg 349132
From: GREGRPH Yor ABEARD
Al. Where do I set the default to HDS1.UTIL.HOBRCKUP 7 I

don't cee anyplace in the Prefs section? HnEuag. I tried
using it aga;n ard can't gat it to vork. I keep getting
Kicked to the A> prompt.
IERY2 9-0CT 22142 96Ye GENEVE

misar

From: ROVCANP Tor RBEARD
al csm backupmeiser restore a dlrecfury?
my hard dri,ve anc reformatt it. Uhen
a coctting of B8 ard its very slow.

Erngram can rainetall all ny files after I
have to create m y directorgs and subs before I

3spuys g-0CT 2116 9648 GENEVE
REt mimsar (Re! Mmg 35842D
From: NBEARD Tot ROVYCAMP

While you can't set backup miser to restore §g5i a
subdirectorg (a.q9. serach the disks for all tiles in a
b

I naesd teo back-up
frist did it I use
I need to Know if your
reformat or wil
reload?

cer+nin subdirectoryds it can restore entire ssve disks or
ihe sntire backup, or all files matching a particular
wildcard, Backup Miser has tuo ways files can be restored
back to the or;ixnal lccation when they were saysd. or
forced to a certain directory. Backup Miser will properly
Creaie all directories and subdirectories as you 9o along.
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5058 _9-0CT 1824 3648 GENEUE o

1 Backup Miser (Re:s M 85
JSVYZDEK ?O' 3 EHqua)

From:

nl,

I ren a full backup on my hard drjive- sort of & minimum
sonfiguration after restoring” it manually after my
problams and reformat. Some questions came to mind about
the warkings of "Backup Niser™.

1.00 Eou reslly neesd to start on a fresh disk if you go
back to do a backup by date? The last disk may have a
lot of free space on it, it might save disk space to be
able to continue.

2.1f you do a fuyll restoration, it would ampcar the filco
are restored in tha alphabetical order they are saued on
the disk. Since files from several directories reside
there, tha files don't necessarily get restored in
contliguous sectors on the hard drlive, This could slou
down program_ loading. (Yeah, I'm getting really picky

. here, <grin>)

anuag. Backup Miser loocks like it doss the job. it’1ll be

-oal handy to have next time the disk "crashes”.

3E@E8 9-0CT 23 49 9648 GENEVE

REt' Backup Miser (Re: Msg 35058)

From' RBERRD Tor JSVZDEK

1) If gou don't select the "reformat” or “sueep” options
8.9. you uses already formatted disks), then, yes, you can
start gour backups on the last disk of the last incromertal
nackup. Hadn't thought of this, the "sweep® and "don’t
format” options were sugﬂesfad I beliesve by Clint in the
iatter stages of Backup Niser deuelcpnent,

2y Ves, the files are restored in alphabetical order.
Sorryg.

35879 (8-0CT 22126 9648 GENEVE
RE BacKuE Miser (Re' Mag 35874)
From1 RBERRD Tos JSYZOEK

Jom,

1) There shouldn't be any problem when the disk fills up.
Hackup Miser assumes if 1t has an error writing to the
Jiak; that the disk is full and asks for ancther floppy
mounTt.,

2) The preference options you mentiogn should have been
saumd (e.g. it is unintentionsl). 1I'l] check is.

3) UWhy would the tine be better than restoring them
alphabestically? I hauven’t noticed any slouwdown on the hard

four tines,

36887 11-0DCT 11:23 964D CENEVE
REt+ Backup Miser (Rev HBB 35879)
From! CRLE? To' ABERRD

A1, I too initially had the problem with Miser not sauing
the Prsferences as Joe mentions. I had all files in a
subdirecctory at the time. Later I copisd all files to the
~oot directory and had no further problems. It I think

Pa%t D&
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that the ﬁrefaronc-s will only load and save to the root.
Will chackk this ou urther. also had to put the help
file in the root as they wouldn't load frcecm the =ub.
25888 11-0CT 11:28 9648 GENEVE

RE: Backu iser (Re! Msg 35887)

Froms CRLYT Tos ABEARD
MHA| I went back and reread_the thread and discovered that
I missed the Keyword <£0>. I was bna?:nT Miseor from the
CLI as such: HDS1.BU.HOBACKUP so natura l!‘Hiser was tryineg
to load the help files and ssus the PREF files io that

directory. Plain as mud orn my facel

PAGE CONPOSER

During the summer months, RAsgard Softwares relsased this
product. The following messages reflect some of dialogue
that has aﬁpaarad since the product was released.

[Ediftor's Notel: I've seen the program and_ it doss have the
look and fesl of Mac or Windous sofiware, I only wish it
could do all this niFfa stuff with Fage files instead of
Picture filles., It would sauve an auful lot of space,.

33835 25-ALUG 22114 General Information
age EomEosar Updatedl
From: C_BOBBITT Tos ALL

e NOT I CE»mm

FPRGE COMPGSER version 1,81 is now shippingl This new
version features support for the Myarc mouse and other
9938-based mica, To select ths Myarc mouse sinply sslect
the OR*ion in the Setup u*ilifa. and from that point on
wour arc Mouse uworks as the Hsgard Mouse does.

urrent owners of Page Conposer will receive the update
free when they return their warranty cards if thes note
they want this update -~ and ouners who have already
returned the warranty card cen still receive the update
the sane sffect

free bB droEEiqg us & postcard o .

PRAGE COMPOS is svailable for $14.35 plus $3.8@8 SAH. To
order send a_check or _money order to ASGARD SOFTWARE, BOX
18386, ROCKVILLE, MD 288US-8306. Thank you.

33852 26-AUG 22158 Genaral Infornation

RE: Page Composer Updatedl (Re: Msg
238432
From: C_BOBEITT Toy SSLICER C(NR)

Well, yas. The keyboard driver was removed, housver. I onl:
had rocm for 3 deuvice drivers, and the Keyboard was by far
the worst Cno .ufortp.ltang Keys in Fortran 99), Non—-mouse
users will be stuck with the joustick driver. Did I forge-
something? —-~Chris

33938 31-AUGC 28154 General Information
RE" Page Composer Updated! (Rer Msg

239282
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C-BOBBITT Tor SSLICER

Jgh - I don't Know how you STAND the kKeyboard driver|
Fortran 99 doesn’t allou interrupts, so it isn't
Ju*b'r&ﬁﬁaﬁlh% C(except on the Geneve for =ome reason), 1
ausss I'm just too used to the mouse though (tends to spoi
sre, particular when using a nouse oriented gruaram). .
ihanks for the complemenrnt on the GUI| <blush>. As I said
bLefore, I had a lot of things in It that I had to
*t one time or ancther ioc make space. It eyen had "balloon
nelp” a la the Mac where you point to something and press
the middle nouse button and a iittle help nessage would po
4p explaining it. The file loading window alsc looked ver

- :r—-om L

Eull out

“ac like. Someday I will reurite this thing in assembly an
icf all of that stuff back.

s for Page Pro v2.8 = I refues to step invo the trap ot
?:3::1ma+1ng. Could get myself in all sorts of trouble
Jorry -~-Chris
2298 14-SEP 28142 93/4R

From: BDOORNBOS To: C_BOBBITT
Thris, I loue the

I just received your Erngram PPPC.
arogram and its graphics, I have one question though, I
wed to Kngu houw to configure it to print on a Gemini IBX
arintar. Euvery time I print something., I get a little gap
vetweesn sach print, I tried adding .EF at the snd of
~I0.CR but that doesn’t seem to work, Flsase help.

4285 IU-SEP 21118 99/4R

RE* PPPC (Ret Msg 34290)

Froms C_BOBBITT To» BDOORNBOS
‘oo,. I tested the progrem on a few Epsons d S+
¥-180@ but not the IBE - sorry. It sgunds ??Keaa 1?:=
spacing problem.

; ] I'm prafi¥ surs you can correct the
'venetian blind effect” with a dip suitch. Let me go back
to the printer manual and ses if there is some uway to sand
s printer command to set the line width without fouling up
the Epson, otherwise gyou may be getting a custom uersion.

LSuddy, >
(SCUZZY)

l/
The following messages (though quite lengthy) prouide

some interesting dielogus concerning the SCSI Interface,

some of the deuices which can connect to it, end it's

??§11+g to make clornes more user friendly to our lowly
2.

33966 2~SEP 21143 Harduware
SCEI ctrler
From» JPLESLIE To' DONEIL
4 question wes raised locally about coming SCSI
controlier. “The ability o read PC daks. Wil that be
ust to trensfer an ASCII file to/frem the PC disk like

SC-Transfer or can we read it directly into a WP on the YA

1

IS

3“

a8

Paae
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or 98UB and vice versa, ssus the ASCII file directly from
Ja/SBUB WP directly onto the PC disk?

s4PB86 Y~SEF da4! Harduars

RE: SC3I cirler (Re:! Hsa 23998)

From: JHWHITE Tor JPLESLIE
Jonathant Well, you wart a simpler answer than vhat I gaue
Ves, the ability to use PC text files by reading an
writing directly ta the PC disk will be thers. ow this i
scconplished is not decided, but the SCEI DSR might #usi

non—-1I files on PC disks as DF 128 files so tba

treat
stondard DSR calls can use tham., This would mean that thc
acrliration program would need to Know hou to handle ASCII
oF 128 files. Another option would be to allow the non-TI
files on & PC disk to bs opened a= an¥ tupe file, with the
DER responsible for conuverting automatically —- the
complex;tg of this method of operation is somathing I an
4ryging nptl to think about right now Or the DSR might be

written to simply convert PL ASCII files to DUBE uhile
"inside” an application and automatically conuert them bac
te PC RSLCII uﬁsn writing back to disk.

Note that PC-Transfer is told by the user what type file |
beina conuverted. he SCSI DSR might not hava this luxurE.
Let me explain. text editor or word processor or BRASI
rogram can attenpt {o open an existing file without
Enouing its file-type. n assembly languags, this would b
a routine to get file attributes Cor those things that
Poull passed in the TI Header of his XModem routineg). HMog
editors are expecting a file to bs DUB® Cor maybe DFE8). 1
the DOSR call that tries to open a PC ASCII flle returns

OF 123 as file attributes, nany sditors will refuse to

unde~stand. Cldayne Stith's "Ben-Tri” will understand
@ilga. I belieue. Maybe I°1l] find my copy and start using
17T.

Easy way around the problen for text editors is {o have th
DSR ~eport back that any PC file is 0UBA, and let the DSR
conuert back and forth for reads and writes. Scunds good.
until you realize that RLE, MAC-paint, and GIF files are
hand]sa as DF128 files by the 39/4A and Genevs.

Of csurse, I have thought of possible ways around these
croblems. But givimg you a definite answer on how things
will werk is beyond ny powers.

Bringing up YA Memex and the possibility of a port of MDOS
for The 938/'10 was meant to be analogous to the guestions
about Ves, wse things can be done and some will b
done. But sagang hou they will be done or when they will
be done cannct be dons at this time. Just because you hau:
a SE40 does not nscos'lrilﬁ mean that 4R Nemex uwon't affsc
uou. Compatibility of YA Memex with the 99/UA will be
certain, However, compatibility with the Geneve has not
been ruled out. especially now that MDOS source code is
auailable to those who contributed to its acquisition.
Jdmf ¢ Uihite

pP.3,1 pratty dry reading, huh?

Iy?Ye 27-SEP 28196 Hardwars
RE!' ramdisk (Ret: Msg 34732)
From: JHWHITE ¥o7 LACCLURE
A very good reason why you have not seer a 1.U4 Me

Pads. 239

Lonnie:
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Flnppa controller for the 99/YA is because of the
??rap eral bus. Since none of the TI, Corcomp, or MVARC
pgpg[-onlg]_confrnllers sugport DMR transfers, it s

$u1 - a fas P-+ to gat double density out af the latimr
dun en the 39/4AR. The TI FOC will never support double
ansity without extensive hard-, firm—, and sof tuars
modifications. [This last sentence an attempt to dispel

3T %hout DRA The standutaB378a’

Withow ' & standard 99/4

bytes/sec transfers across +h-R95§2x’ﬂﬂﬁ?r*I°A33: to 68,820

caleulated the exact nunber, and that ualue of E8,000 s

too high, but is sufficient for purposes here. To gius the

cxact value requires details of wher t

axscutes, which meoans that there is 3a°22;??:. Q:a??seayan+
value. The value of 60,888 bytes/sec is easy to remembor
Lmt’s just work on tha assumption that I hauas calculated

the theoretical maximum bocauss I =pond inordinate Cundus?)

time with assembly code optimization, N
agreed that 98/UA conscle can transfer Hggu:hgs.ggeare
bytes/sec across the P-box bus, I can mous on in our
gxsqusszon of Floppg controller~s. The floppy controllers as
t:;ég?;s p;::gni d?ha to ?h-lc?nsnl? as bytes at nominal

: = ds, e nomina ransfer " i
Jouble, and high density are as Follous?p.ads of single,

QEEEEEE Nominal Transfer Speed
Single 15,8285 bytes/sec
Double 31.25@ bytes/sec
High 62,520 bytes/sec

Sefors anyore starts complaining about that table, I i
- ' w

f?g that ? am very much avare that =single density 8" i
tloppies transfer at 31,250 bytes/sec. It is also quite an
incomplate picture to not delve into the irmtricacies of FM
sarsus MFM recording and disk rotation spsad. Iso,

lump ing gquad dansnfg as defined by MVYARC for the 99/4A amd
narnesue into the doubls density portion of that table shouid
be inferred. Nevertheless, to support current (.44 Me
;loppg format standards. the bus transfer spead from fﬁa

loppy controller 1o memory must be E2,500 bytes/sec. This
means that the 959/UA console, with its theoretical maximun
:lose to 60,888 bytes/sec, cennot handle high density by
?dopflng the basic design of the other floppy confro?lars.
To support high density, a DMA (direct memorgy access)
zontroller must be used. The MVYARC HFOC cun?rnllar has DMA
capability C(uwhich is obuiously necessitated by the neesd tco
support 5 Mbyte/sec hard disk ftransfers) uhicg is used faor
all floppy access. The ESD IDE and standard floppy
intarface includes a DMA controller chip on the Eonrd.
TWhern ESD might ﬁe* relesase their interfaces is
sndetermined. ) The WHT SCSI host adaptor doss not require a
OMA_controller, since DMA capabilities are included on all
%CSI devices.
Tgain, we are discussing floppy controllers here.
??RRE HZDQ does m§¥=5625 hgq?ulr- to supﬁori 1.44 HI;G

oppy drives. wi sypport .44 Me
drives Cand nearly any SCSI d.uizg available 31§ES£c+%3§PH

termination) in harduare. There is no such *hina as an IDE
a

floppy drive, sc ESD has plens to include a st d fl
sontroller interface as an option uwhich uillssagpo:t I.Sﬁpg

———

?h%a i‘.a
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Heg .and possibly larger)_ floppy drives. . )
TI C ty Inquisition Commiites woguld find
hedP8om &1 the Toor"" in regards to the HFDC, IDE, and

SCSI interfaces. Whet axactly "in the loop” means in he

of =a variable. .
coze of TR ioport with the MVARC HFDC, you might contac
Becery Miller ¢ EEMBNEMSJ with your inquiries, or ,
quas%inns about ESD's of ferings. Barry Boone EBEQONEJ is
our beczt Delphi =zource. And of course, Don DO'Nejl CDONEIL
i= who can tell you the latest about SCSI.

BTW, at Fest Uusi 1982, Shane Truffer of ESD released o
flyer which said that ESD would offer a floppu—only
controllcr that supports up to 2.88 Meg floppy drives. Ho
ihat plan might hauve changed since then is a questionable.

Jaf+r ULhite
347596 29-SEP 22133 Hardwar

-4
¥ RE' ramdisk (Rer Ha? 34746
[=]

Fromi LMCCLLRE 1 JPLESLIE

Well, if it supports floptical drives, support of the
Sygqucst would not be a larqa leap, so it is likely.
F?opticals srme rnica, but I'm waiting for the price of the
drive and nedia to come douwn. At present. the bare
floptical mechanwims sell for more than a what one can buy
a bare Saauesf mech for, and the Floptical disks sell for
$25 for meg ue. as low as B65 for & Syquest Himeg
latter. The Ei plus of the Syquest of course, is spesd,
cweuer, on & 11, that night be less of ar issue, at lsast
regarding rau transfer rate. (The faster access time of a
Sygquest uwould still be a plus, howsver),
D? courze, my real reason for interest in Syquest support
is that I uill be buying ons to share betusen nﬁ Amiga and
ST. If the SCS5I card for the Tl supported it, the purchase
af another platter could give it an ’'instant® Ulimeg hard
drive for less than $781 <grin>

3Yees 38-SEP @9131 Hardware
RE1 ramdisk (Re1 Msg 34797)
Fren: DONEIL for LMCCLURE
L J

The SCSI card will most likely support ANY SCSI hard disk.
which includes Bernouli and S?queaf SCSI drives. If the
Syguest you are buYini is SCSI, thanm you uwill be_ in luckl
s for iae FLopical, the performace is actuall REALLY GOOD
They have an auerage sesk time of 65ms, similar to mang of
the HD's being used on the T]l today. The nedia is actually
chaaspar per megabyte than any bernouli or quu-s* nedis
i've seer, even Eour example points that cut. Flopticals
are actually 21.2 MB per disk, vhich is mcra than adequate
for most Tl1'ers. I'd guesss thay the floptical mechanisa
will cost arcund $388-$35B since prices are dropping Ero+h
rapidly. A systen with a gingle Flnc*xcal and single 5.85
SCEI FToppg all in the P-Box would be perfect for 99X of
arngbodies neceds.
3uees_2-0CT 23:88 Hardware
: RE' ramdisk C(Re1 Ho? ayaas)

From: LMCCLLRE or DONEIL
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only seen on

' i i i th ted code. I'ue
have working coples with eXPeS Te WINDOWS SU0° es WINCOWS

‘Jory good. I Know on at least one system (the Tandy Color program that dossn’t run, that is U IS 96 : ;
Zemputer), that the SCSI host adapters available require was hardcoded to run with MDOS at “"specific” places. 1I've
Jrives capable of handling 258-~byte sectors (apparently alreaady made some of ths mods, but haven't caught the last
imagate iz about the only conpanyg that makes hard drives of them yet to resolue it.

that can. and many of their N-series prior to 1888 cannotl, A= far a&s code. GPL 2x routines were received, but areg in |

Jf course, given #hai Syquest drives only handle Sle—bafc the same stote as what Paul received them from Lou. fs far |

smctors, that means you will not see a Syquest on a Coto sz Faul’s "fast HFDC" code, that is in my _bhands and Barry ‘

.ntil someoone comes wp with o software fix for the problem. Boore has nlreadi ran some sﬁaad tests. One will be able

[ am glad your SCSEI carcd for the TI will not have such to drop their Interlace on the hard drive to 8 (maybe nore
as I spoKe with Lou today and he gave some additional info!

limitations.
e with & 5@ to E8% increase in hfdc access,

[ kmew flopticals wuere somewvhat larger than 28 meg (ons \ .
drive I say aduertised pegged it a+°ea.a meag, ancther at v Copies to Nl Beard, Clint Pulley, and Jeff White will be
Z13. Likely capacities will vary on different systems dus wailed a= di=Ks are already copled. .
to directory structures, ete. As an examplc, I understad Motes™ that I {coK conprise | PBaBB Just to set the
that a Uimeg Syquest cart (which I haus alsc seen referreo =y=tem up for assenmbly. Requires Aerd driuve for assenbly
tes as 45 megs in sone cases), formats to something clossr |, duc to 18,808 ssctors of source code.
to Y2 megs on a Mac, while PC and ST users get closer 1o Requires GenPROG for assembly due 1o Paul's use of MAKE
the ‘normal’' capacity. Ko argument here that Floptical that croates a batch file to run all the necessary
wedia is lover in cost per megabytm (and a lot packs in a Jtilities dependent upon what changes haue take n place to
lot more per cubic_ingch than sven the 88meg Syquest carts, the source code. (it is uars smart and intended to reduce
nmuch less the YU4'sl. In fact, I would not Ee suprised to assembly timel. Paul uwas UVERV UERY Cooperative in the MDOS
et Floptical media at less than half it's current price by code. ontrary to all other people and their thoughts,
the end of 993, Paul *freely” gave infoc and I am in_a pos tion to gather
siven that, and the throughput on the TI, 1 expect most TI more infeo from Paul if necessur?. Also, the code 1 came
‘imears would go for the floptical. Houever. when you back with supporis the PSYSTEM {which I also recejved) and
sonsider _hou manw ouwn second systems, the equation mau somc or all of the necessary libraries with it, t
hange. If that second suystem is a PC, the codds of then supports Uolumes on the hard drive and includes utilitie=
suring a8 Syaquest goes up. If that second machine is a ST or 1o make volumes on the hard drive. .
“miga, the parcentage goes up suen more (especially with I'l1]l be posting 2 note on here, TI-ECHD, and Genie by
the 8T>. In fact, I wouldn't be suprised if you got an Sunday night on uvhat is necessary to obtalin the source fro
irquiry or two on wheather a magneto-optical griu- would T o= t is ?oxng to take a coupls of nights to prepars
Jsork on it <grin>. After all, if somecno already has onec masters” of disks for D5/5S0 and DS/DD to krnow the volunmes
for their other machine, they wmight use it on the TI to at of disks that will be n-c-asarg. As is. I hauve around 28
least do backup. (Hey, if you gol it, use itd). fAs to DS/00 disks worth of scurce code, ]
floptical mechanism_prices, is hauing a promotion for a 3 HAlso, the source will not be available on_Genie, Delphi. or
floptical for the ST, for #399. This not only includes & any BBS, Only final compiled versions. That's the only
nowesr supply and case, but an ICD Link (SCSI-+to-DMA way to_"control” distribution to contributors to MDOS.
sdopter) that mormally sells for arcund $188. While they Nlseo, I learned that I underestimatad the number of
admit tc losing money on evach unit. 1 cannot imagine they Gsneuve's sold per Paul (Paul says he vas Faid 2200 Gensuse'’:
are losing T00 nmuch, so thls peints ocut the mechanism worth of royalties ger his contract)., With that result
srices must already be lower than those I have sesn in instead of the 888 I ori mall? estinated. to complete
Tomputer Shepper (wWhich are about 3 nomths old when the Lou's forfaon of the contract Cof which I am still in the
Issue hits +ﬁ, standsl. redl, am about $1508 to $2088 short as 1o Eug Lou’s
portion of the code, |1t was not in [mmediate $3%, but as
'ﬂ[][]!i Ei mak ing the final mailing to ell registered ouwners.
UVDUT Contributions are still more than welcome [(PLERSE) to
resesrus your rights to the source codes as I am still short.
MDOS has been quite a "nausi' topic the past feuw months. I']1]1 be back on the network this weekend as this week is
Howeuer, it encompasses mors than just the buyout from catch-up.
Mgarc., To present this topic_ in some sort of non—chactic .
order, I'ues broken the info into 3 cetegories. The first RE: MDOS Source Rusilable (Re! Msg
topic covers the MOOS buyout Cuhat was purchased, what was 33
From' JSVYZDEK Tots SEUBNEWS

fixed, distribution of source., etc.). g,

33755 19-AUGC 22136 Development Area Beery.,
RE: MDOS BUYOUT (Res Hsﬂ 3385 I nailed out my order for MDOS / ABASIC / GPL / PCODE
Fromi S6UYGNEUWS Toy JHUHITE source code +odaz. What revision of MDDS scource will you
. i send out? I'd like to gat the equivalent of .97H Cor
Jeff, you already know it, but i’'l]l post it here anyways. better). You mentioned that Paul had made some_changes to
MDoS/P VSTEH/HBHgIC were successful in the purchase and I the code that eliminated the hooK to the CLI. I mainly wan-
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but am also interested
"finalized” jt.
Are the files arch;Y?d?

the source for rafsrence right nouw,
in_getting & copg when your teanm has
ordered the " disk versions.
| saw DCOPY mon+xon-d ir last night's confsrence. wi
that be requ;red to restore the source files. Doesn't make
sense if the files are soing to reside on a hard drive.

33927 31-AUG 19130 Development Area
RElaHDGS Source Available (Re!

9SUBNEUS Tor JSYZDEK

Hou will aef a version_ that can compile =ucc=aafull¥
'intact® version of DOS if wou have GenPROG utilities.

The source for the "finsl” uers;on should be avaoilable whon

completed. but until than. no "interin” source releoases

2ill be available as ju=t getting the disks ready for ong
sarsjion takes qul*e a feauw hours

Tlso, only archiver will be ra;uired to rasfore the

floppies.” After the problens Barry and had sernding a
jcopu/arc’ed version last wesk, stratghi ARCHIVER is the

nreferresd method. Later

33960 2-SEP B0@111]
RE: MD

From:

Douelopuunf Area

0S booting (Re:! 33948)
From: JPLESLIE Tor SEHBNEHS
Amery, had some inquiriss re?! the MO0S bugout.

1. Was there any deal;ng with MDMS? Some want to know if

that will be upgrada
2. Won't there be problems uwith Peacan rer the P-Systen
source code being distributed

33975 2-SEP 151186 D.uolopn.nf Are
RE: MDOS booting (Re: 339583
S9B4BNEWS To1 J LESLIE

thhin? uas dlscuased re MOMSE., If the HFDC support is
pwroperly set u hope no nods will be necessary to MOMS.
S>econdly, PECA dn.- not own an thing or have anything to
o with the scurce. IF they still existed in the U.S., then
the @%]1ibraries” would available for the to sell Vou
Jwould only have the runtime file, not nngfhing tn work with
it. FAs far as I know, PECRAN has filed chagpter 11 in the LS
and is only operating out of Eurcpe. Later

13976 E SEP 191186 Deuelnpn.nf Area
MDOS booting CRe? 339687
JERRYC Tor J LESLIE

I can comment on the P—sgsten question., The runtime module
a8 weitten by Paul T Cactual IE rewritten after an sarliesr
attenpt by anofher grogrnnnnr id not run). PECAN had a
Jarsion for the -based minicomputers I think, but the
Geneve version uas uritten to spec for Lou. The standard
system files still have lots of copyright rotices in them.

jypze E-SEP 92 14@ Development Area
RE:1 MDOS bnof:ng CRpm» H-? 34e01>
JERRY LESLIE

From:

Froml

From: To:

P'a%n- 1
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PECAN was not able to provida tech support when the TI
version wouldn't run since all their pro ranners uere
Famzlxar with only Intel and Motorola CPUs. Paul saved the
dau b guring out fho problem with ND help from PE .
The ?ap predeged Paul's attack on the problem. Jerry

34111 B-SEP @8:y|
RE»

Deuelnpnenf nraa
MDOS booting (Red #3673
JERRYC To: BLESLIE

Good question. I think _all ths copyrights except PECFNs
have been transferred PECAN. The next question is whether
PECIHN "abandoned' fha;r TI cnpgrights fuo woars ngo when I
ronfronted MUSUS I loaded & highly
mgdified TI c'-'STEH LIBRRRU ihat I go* from and
after seuers]l months, MUSUS relessed it. Si th
Presxdent of PECRN was on the board of HUSUS at 1he tine,
this effectivel raleaaod the TI sys.lib into the PD.
The Pascal —baseg systen Falus are another question. I
assume that they are wtill under coggrlgh* and have taken
pains to sell onlr soFiuara that I have purchasad Cin sone
cases this meant Fixing a cap:-s - is very sasy to
zap a P-system disk if
The newer uersnon used
am sure N's license
for PECAN to supply the systen
runtimc and lxbrarg Sxx - specific) fully markeables. Nou
FECAN can't hongr that conmitnent, which neans it may be |
their interest to abandon their copur;ght Ci.e.; not seek
to enforce it) in this instance. On the other hand, this
d I don't Know uhether they coul

From:

Su.den-

g don't Knou uha+ you are doingJ.
? Haarc rluuus other questions.

o yarn included some provislion
files that make the license

verzion is not uvery old an
let it Ec without compronising their rights on some other
CPU. The only way to determine if a copyright is abandonc

is to bhire an attorney to check it gut or take & chance an
sce if they defend their copyright (then you don't have tc
pay an attorney UNLESS thew sue, but gou may hauve to pay
damages). I do know one group of Tlers who successfully
clained an abandoned copyright after the original owners

want belly-up.
A long~windad answer — but you can ses

situation,

MODOS Bugs & Booting

The sscond topic of discussion are the bugs reported.
problems booting MDOS, etc.

33681 18- HUG 13:87 9548 GENEVE
mdos=
Ter ALL

it is not a sinple

From: FEOS
MDOS Bug Report (from FDOUS on Rugust 16,
The Fcllouxng "8ugs”

19920

or enhancements are not really

hardware related, .xaa t that one part is -p-nxfxn to MDOS
974, nean,ng that DC and harddisk is in use. In all

cases I only use HDDS 97H with the latest PATCHS?
downloaded from DELPHI.

I won'’t include any Uadao XOP 6 problens here; as I belieu

thege will! all be rewritton anyway, and that the Video

Pace S
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ables will be corrected, and that ue’l]l get batter
iocunentation for sprits functions.
. balieus that it was a mistske for
Boot up” from a Ramdisk first, then the
Tinally from Flopp?.

n the event of a failure on the harddisk that prevents
Boot up" we are forged to tear our system down and
‘wconfigure it hardwarewise. I can only guess that the
‘amdisk folks get & second chance fron ?ha harddisk, but I
jon't have » battery backed Ramdisk, so I don't really Know
f that works or nng. 0f course, those folks with separate
ower supplies for their harddisk systems can simply pouwsr
hem down; and then should be able ?n boot from Floppy., In
wnycase, I think the "Boot up® change to

"H" yersions to atlempt
harddisk. and then

aaauanc- shou
"L

‘lopp? first. That way, if no AC/SYS® file is found wn
‘he floppy or no disk.?f. i® in drive A1, the sesrch could
'hen go to Rapdisk and then finally to_harddisk. .
nother mistake can be found in the COFY routine. LCOPYing
+ file from one device to another or from one direc*or? to
mother, causes the file UPDATE stenmp of the new copy o be
tiven the current date and tine, in spite of the fact that

't is just sn identical coBB and that rno changes have
gourred. find myself UPDATEing files unnecessarily due
‘o this mistake.

" alsc belisve that MDOS should validate device and
iirectories before executing the specific MDOS command.
wseh as, CHDIR or COPY to/from invalid dewice or
lirectories., It's & resl bitch, after COPVing in ouver | MB
f files to get the error message "btad output device”.

waue learnsd to bs more caraful, but afterall I am still

!umin. and s5till Known to make & mistake or two from time
‘g time,

he most important item totally missing from MDOS is a user
‘nstallable ISR. mean in native MOOS mode, as it is
wajilable from GPL. So, deem this one to be an absolute
equirement, as the only way I Know around it is by a
‘polling” routine, which cen be very wasteful in scnme

situations. .

" am hopeful, that someone out there will be abls to speed
Iﬁ the disk access portion of » as it sure ssems to me
‘hat in that area we are much slower than most any MS-00S

+achine I haue used ouver the yewars. Otherwise, ma Genave
.ompares favorably with the slower 366 machines that I have
sad (I have the wait state 2 MB Menex to thank for
"hatl.
135938 1-SEP 80188 Developmsnt Orea

RE' MDOS beooting (Re' Msg 3390a)

Froms FDOS Tor S6YBANEUWS

Beery, I am pretty sure that LOAD/SYS already forces

100S to boot from the device vhere LOAD/SVS was found.
nly the HFOC does not ever go 4o floppy to look for it.
' ?uu have a floppy controller besides™ the HFDC, then it
+i1] work. However, this does not solue the problem when
rhe LOAD/SYS file on the hard driue is ok, but SYSTEM/SVS

;n the hard drive has ?one bad Cfor whateysr reason), or a
W non-uwork ing SYSTEM/SYS was just installed. haus no
iay to pretest it if I can't force it to boot from floppy
vi¥h0u+ a teardown.

Oan Eicher in MSG #33982 has come up with an alternate

Prese 1
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ti that would probably be acceptable to most
solu ene mase?ﬁ inc?ud.d. UIfegfillproquiras that the boo:

oneg,
E;EEE be modified. DBoe® anyone hauvs source code for
Thank=s for ths assistance, Bill.
33948 1-SEP 19118 Deuvslopment Area
33908, NDOS booting (Re: Msy 239982
Frome SGUBNEWS To! FEDS

Bill. unfortunately I don’t have the source for the Eprom.
Whot I do have thaf will be released Cand is available witl
+he MOOS source in the MDOS-RO0T files), is a program that
can load ang SVSTEM/SVS tupe file (doesn’t matter the
Framel. from anguhers your current uvsrsion of MI0S allous

ok tu 9scoss. _This way, you can “tog le* MBOS versions
quite easi]ﬁ. This was written so that each conpiled
verzien of MDOS could be "run® without cgggxng it to the

If one modified

and rebooting the system.
d be

the "autoexsc® name to alternate filonames,
possible o have 1.14, 97h, and 98h (Lou's relasass) all
auvailablc and each calling up their “separate “AUTOEXE1-3"
files to use the appropriste patch routinss. o next
release of MDOS should not require any patches (hoEaFullu)
This includes SETODSK as I am looking at *imbeddin a
command into the CLI to allow you to set your head step
spmeds and tracks/drive. The only "problen™, is that if yo
boot from floppy Cor ever need to boot from flopp*?. then
the patch will not enable 8B tragks on drive 1 until after
MO0S is loaoded. In other words, if your controller did not
support an B® track eprom. drive | has to be a 48 track
disk until MDOS is loaded. Hope sonme of this info helps.

root directory f
it voul

Later

3ayays 5-SgF 15154 Deuvelopnent Area
RE: MDOS booting (Ret Hgg 33948)
Fromt FDOS Tor YONEWS

BaarB. thanks for the info on what must be an improved

m onB/sue® file. 1t still seems to me that this file will
haus to reside on floppy. iu-i in case the MDOS booted is
bad. No uny to recover afteruards| Except changing the
file by swapping Flapﬁxas. but the HFDC still won't go to
floppy. fIs long as_the_MDOS versions are good, then that
will work gquite well. In any suent, we are back +o
aficmp%inﬁ to boot fron floppy first or the "Hot® kay
method. icht war? .

MDOS v1.20

The last topic concerns tha version_of MDOS (v1.28) that
was relsased right after the buyout. In the following
thread of messages is a list of what is contained in the
rolease. bugs experienced with uvl.20 and ocusrall user
experisnce with the product.
ayp7e 6-SEP 201339 Developnenrt Area

New Files
From: 9EYBNEWS Tor ALL
interim relosses to MDOS V1.20F & HDOS
Page 17
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fiLso included is the PSYSTEN RunfineHEGBEPam Cno

‘1.284.
and

ibraries hare yet, but available on Genis), " »
IBNSIC 3.28. I don't Krow if there are any fixes to
‘BASIC, but this is the most current source I haue to work

rom. Later

‘186 7-SEP 23:86 96Y® GENEVE
mdes 1.20F and HRD?
From' BRNDSNYDER Ter SE64ENEWS

‘erry, I tried the new Mdos. version 1.28F, but I can’'t got
‘ te work uith my Horizon ramdisk, I iried downloading
‘wice to make sure that I got a good copy. but got the samec
‘ssults both times.
"he problen is that I can't access my HRD =t all once 1,200
's loadad. I'ue tried with and without the patches that 1
et SETDSK-COM, FIKRAMDISK, and RAMDOS. Since I don't
now vhat has changed in the new version of Mdos., it is=
ard to tell if I Should be ysing any or all of the
‘atches., I suspect that I will haus to wait for RAMDOS
1,28F, as that_patch sometimes locks up the computer, and
it doesn’t can’t access DSK1 anumore. )

use the HRD as a work drive, not a boot drive, It has no
‘hanges made to it. No Phoenix mod. I boot up from a
“loﬁpg. and I don't have & hard drive. UWhen suwitch back
‘o Mdos 1. {NHF, euery+h1ng is back to normal., and the HRD is
just as I left it. "The beneve i= modified with the extra
2K B wait RAM, Any suggestion? Also, could you tell us
that has changed in the new Mdos?

RE' Neuw Files C(Ret Msg 3Y4:27)
RYC

Fromi JER Tov JSVZDEK (NR)
SkE im not a patch but a simple ramdisk pperation - keep
'*il 1 also found that LOCK3 seems to be OK and SETDSK asll
mll, ars =

DO NOT use IHK old version of RAMDOS -~ they

orzsion depondent Cthey alter sbsoluie adresses which
-hange from version to uvesrsion). K on the other hand.
1ses an MDOS Puintarsto find the address to be changed, so

't works for any MDD

4176 9-SEP 22122 Deuslopmant Area
Er New Files (Rer Msg 34152)
Fromt SBUBNEWS Tov JPLESLIE

CETDRK=COM is used to use a 720K drive with & CorLomp
sgsten. flso, I don't think the MDOS Format command is
smart anau?h for the format siructure on ths hfdec without

some rewrites,

3ME@7? _9-SEP 22149 9648 GENEVE
REs GEN-TRI (Re: Hs? 3y 156D
From: JERRVC o! D2y

"The I/0 mods in the new versions of MDOS should fix that.
“aul C had made some changes that should speed up HD
‘ead/write by a facotr of three, but you will hauve to
-eformat your HD at & faster interlace. Barry Boone will
ave a lot to say about this in coming weeks.

MN197 19-SEP 22'08 9649 GENEVE

Page 18
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MDOS vl,28 notes
From: JERRVC Tor ALL

Bgare's Notes ...
NHeu CLT Command Ccan be used in an Autoexec filed
Y R
g grault. no changes to operating aysten.
VERIFY OFF Seacto ot fi iti
Ptreditional® A stgle. —o  ied en writing to floppy,

Mgmory manq?emenf does not block out Memsx pages
tMeans gou have to flip di M h
ve to i

decadag axpansion carSsJ‘Ps en Nemex or have fully
LOECKAT No longer required for EXEC users,
ffffiffi page >08 is Fermanently reserved for TIMODE.
hDCTBC No longer required.

o lenger memo i i i
No ! sgeach ca:a.nanng-n-nf conflicts with usars using th
FILES and BUFFERS statsment removed from the CLI
After loocking at the code, th £ f
feature at all., It uas only 23.53?13?"°d ne useful

Remopped Operating system back + igi
maintain cumpafib?li ; :?thagETS?R?r:géhEéTpga?s te

gt?uued a few hundred bytes cof urnnaccessary text in the

My Notes ...

MKUOL for Psystem still has an original M ~— ]
Eg?::[:ﬁ ?éf; én+se§tor=_CE?$ sgi;gin:afhz:rgh:g9P~su;:-n
e=) a i ‘
cﬁ:nginghﬂ*§,}og?*g {n:lizg iga.xn the pronpt. Fix by
ing & rile—labeled volumes C(OSKZ.PFILE)

dovice-labeled uolumes (DSKZ.) uhen inuoking Peye imtrany .
substantial penalty in I/0 spead. Note *h.g davice~labele:
volumass must be ZERDed to properiy locate directcr ies.

nﬁqna with BEnie access should note that the tuo PSVYSLIB
archives are nearly jdentical but only PSVSLIB1 worked for
me. It also appears that the 964P- specifioc SVYSTEM.LIBRAR'
?9? have bean omitted (the creatlion date on the SVS. LIB
$ile is 1988, but should be 1991 -~ alse i1 hes the
Thurile—grahxcs units that were not supported on the TI)
om?::egrg aII:;ggh:u:p-r 3g..{nndqrd+u+ilitio- that are

-— cekin agains

ou gaus” ne p.raun.lls du;?nggb.*l—fztgi:éfas and source

I will be comparing notes Wwith Beery as

Paae i9
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3”229 11 SEP 15148 S64y@ EENEUE
E' GEN-TRI (Re: Ms 4aiyl
Froul 9EHBNEWS ?ol MARKVC

Hark. thg speed up routines for the hard drlue were not in
.28 Clint identified a "bug” and uve are ch as;n? doun
Jh;* is causing it. The bug .s a result of multiple sector

(/0 reads (or at least appears to be).

ye?7 13-SEP 22146 DeuaioEm-n+ Area
MDODS 1.20 breaks FIK HHDISK
Froms JHWHITE o! ALL

rHIS IS A UERY IMPDRTRNT MESSAGE for anyone usanﬁ MDOS

.28, the internal Geneve RAMdisk (DSK5.), and the
FIHRQMDISK patch (latest versions). Either don t use
~IKRAMDISK with MDOS .80, or make the following patch with
Jour favorite ssctar sd|+orl

Find hex string: BBS9 B3B8
Replace with: BBS9 BA3FF

This is what I did with the revision that Ls 142 bytes
long. but I think it will be the sane for all revisions.
'g=, 1 krnow I should be using the latest FIHRRHDISK- but
1711 haue to find a copy

‘lote 1ha* thi=s patch Creplaclng BB with FF) will make
“IKRAMDI not work with any earlier releases of HDDS. I
think PaulC made the change after 1 suggested it 1o .
r*11 upload an MDOS 1.280 exclusiue uversion of FINRHHDISK if
inyorne wants it.

’HEBE IH SEP 84119 Pevelopment Br
MDOS 1.eP breaks FIKRQHDISK
CRal Msg 34285)
From: JRUHITE Tov JPLESLIE
Joneihanl 1 uploaded a n-u version of FIKRAMOISK for HDDS
.2BF/H. Changing *u BG in esarlier versions to
Juuld haus uorE nnlt u time. Houwsusr, no one aus¢
‘sported a bug tha+ could cause in rare cases problems with
the RAMdi ose no one suver tried setting the
?ﬂHdLsK *o 48.K ux*ﬁ B 97H and then running FIKREHDISK
after having copied files to it. t was a well-conceais
sug thet ga% in when I sguashed the code. Hecording to the
time stamp on the file. ? wrote Revision U during the uves
the mornin Sinca no one complainad, [’l]l assume
rnauvar showe “its ugly head. BE WARNED that using
~INRAMBIGSK Reuision 4 or earlier with MDOS 1.28F/H will
:suse unpredictabile results and unbel isvable numbers with
IR or CHKDSK.

ELERS] P 122 Development fArea
E;s SEDSG? gaqgrnakspFIKRRHDISK
=t

S8
A Tos JPLESLIE

Jonathanty I +thought I was cloar that the naw u-r-inn of

FIKRHHDISK is un? for MDOS 1.28F or 1,20H.

imp lamentad my sugg.-tsnn Cto replace B8 with FF in the
ﬁdxsk headar), and that change breaks earlier versions of
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KRNMDISK. FIKRAMDISK is no longer necessar u:fh MDOS
FIEG (emither version F or H, andguh.n sy ﬁn .28, 1
rgfer to bothd. VYou can FIKRRHDISK—IAKG rgsulis bg
farna++zng the RAMdisk ar than the amount reserved by
fFAMDISK. Here iz an exanp?o autopexec fils:t

RANDISK 128
RSSIGN C=DSKE»

FDRHRT /Klz8

fifter you go through the fornat, MDOS will say you haus
bad scctor and 589 free on the disk, and there is a nta!
of BE12 sectors. The FIHKRAMDISK approach will also give yo
A9 frcc sectors, but no_bad sectors because the tota!l
rnurber is 5l sectors. The £i{2th sector is not bady it
does not exist.
Vou can of course use FORMAT /K132 and get 17 bad sectors.
PaulC did not take my suggestlon and move the RAMdisk
header into the Eages. f he had, we would not hauve +to
uarr¥ u;fh FIHRHHDI In fact, unless you uwant to gain
tors FIKRAMDISK adds. don't worry about using
FIHRHMDISP vith MDOS ea.

BHBBBNéE—SEP 23r21 General Information
From: JERRYC Tor ALL

NEU

Frem Clint Pulley and Joff Whiter new versions of UDE,
CDEF., and FIKRAMUSK for use with 1.20 versions of MDOS.
above - G=nPROG).

34sa4 21-SEP 21:57 General Information
to or not to >BC
From: BARNESUW Ter ALL

Does angone have any idea what's gotng u;?h the follouwing
problem recant] installed M Dﬂ ver 1.2 also
recently dusted off sone old 9640 Fortran code. After
changing it around (making it bigger in s.ze).
Pchcnmplling and exscuting it I oticed the screen data
was all lad and ou-ruraflnﬂ itsel 1 found out that
ne¢ither the Fortran CALL SCREE

clears the screaen snymors. Since all
command does is urite the clear or page break contral
character (>8C or tuwelue) to the screen uv.a the uideso XKOP
CE) mnd operation 27, I wrote a simple assembly routine to
blank the screen by nautng 'ﬁ.c os to the URAM screen table
This should have uorkad. 1? Uh-uh, think againl

Weil it did and it didn? i Th- routine., sxecutsd from the
Fortran program, does clear the scrsen. Houweuer, uwhen
writing to the screen fron the progrem and the bottom is
reache the screen scrolls and the previously clsared
scresn maglcallg reappears along with the stuff currsntly
on _the screen. 1 tried this Erngrlu Cusing the CALL scree:
2 from versions |,.14f and 1.1 The former of the tuo
works but the later does not, t's obuious the >BC commar:
was disabled after 1.{U4f, bui some scresn clesar nechaniam
stil]l exists in BDOS (Cji.e. the CLS command line conmand
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$ill works.) I've tried sgluing this by clearing all
in TEXT

ereen tables in all {6 URAM peges (this is runn:n?
* mode) and writing spaces to the screen w.ia the UIp HOP.
e remults are xt111 the sane when the bottom of the

cremsn is reached and it scrolls. So does anyone have any
‘deas about!

1Clea;ing a screen in Fortran and making .t stayed
rilaaread.

What the deal is with the >BC command. Is there a_neu
:lear screen command in MDOS 1.28f? For sone reason I
'a?uolg recall hear1ngiaee;ng!anuisioning talk on this
ymtore but cannot seem 1o recall Cor find) it.

Iny thoughts, comnents, or otheruwise are welcone.
591 23-SEP 20:@89 Development Area

Scrasn Llmaring
From: 96" BNEWS BARNESW

_ am aware of the screen clearing problem you mentioned.
iyte >@L does not presently clear the screen as= it was
odified o maintain conpatibility with the PSVSTEM. nfter
ralking with Clint Fulley. he has had the appnr+unj+z o
:xamine the PSYSTEM in nore detail and does not think that
!n?+h1ng current with the FSUSTEM usss that screen clearing
all...., so it will be modified in a release (soon) that
+ill restore the >8C screen clemaring capability. Also, per
1limt, bute >i1A will also do the scrsen clearing too.

MEBE7 265-SEP 21:85 Developmeont Area
RE1 Screen Clearing (Rer Msg 3UB38D

Tor

Fromt CLINTP Tov JERRVC
lerry. I have not_changsd the special codes (I1C-1EJ which
What I is the use of Form Feec

SVE needs. tave changed is
BC) which, prior to 8.98h, cleared the screen and homed
this wes changed to

the corsor as one uwold expect. A 8.8B6h

in operation that advanced the cursor forward by one
‘osition. I have also found that code 1R can be used to
lmar the mcresn. The new versions of DM and QDE use this.
lowouer, Beary aduised ne thail many prograns uere reken by
‘he mew use ot form feed, o I chenged it back to clear
.creen and made code 19 do_the cursor positioning. I tried
et little I can do with PSYE to test and nothing appeared
lifferent. However, have had no luck in doing anything
cignificant with PSYS C(no docs sc can’'t euven load a file
.nte
‘msfore releasing t

the editorl|) so canot test further as I must do
i hes cods.

A blind nman walked into &
whorshouse, mxs*aklng it
for the church next door.
Sensing a presence, hs
approached  the madam and
gu;.tlg gaid, "Forgive ne.

‘-%qﬂﬂdé ather, for I have sinned.”

- "Well, honey.,™ she said.
"you tell no gour sin and
I711 tell you if it’'s

original.”
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MDOS SOURCE
AVAILABLE
Fromi: SBUBNEUWS Tor ALL
G540 Neuws

Beery Miller

pP.O. Box 752485
Memphis, TN 38178
Dear Sir.

A= & result of your g.nqrosiig. the MOOS Bugout waws
successful. I haue now retained the exclusive rx?hfs to
the source code for MDOS, ABASIC, and PSYSTEM. Also
included by Paul Charlton. was the GPL Interpreter source
code. Per mg promises the source code_ is available ONLY
lhe contributors to the MDOS Buyout. The source code will

not be available on any network or 8BS, and should not be
distributed to anyone without ny direct authorization,
Fimal versions of the program inage files for MDDS, ABASIC.

and the PSYSTEM runtine systen will be available on Delﬁhs.
Genie. and +hrou?h othe~ BBS systems. Per contract wit
Lou Phillips, al re?istered_ﬁenuua ouwners Wwill receivs
their final copies of MDOOS directly from me Cif Lou
Phillips provides the nanes and addresses and does not
break that clauss of the contract). Paul Charlton was pai:
588 for his portion of the source. Lou Phillips require.
not immediate cash. but instead required me to handle the
ectinated 2208 Genevss and the final mailing of
sof tuare. As _a result of this higher number than ny
anticipated 889 Geneves figure, I an still short money to
handle the final nailing. VYour generosity has been
apﬁreciafed, If you Cor others dou Knoud, would like to
make an additional contribution, it ls more than welcomw.
Other poople contributing will also haue the option then o!
also acquiring the source cods (minimum 826 contribution
before acquiring source code diskettesd.

fAs I nentioned sarlier in transcripte and notices.
preferred enhancements to MOOS will only be "heard® from
gontributors. Bug reports uill be heard from suvergyone.

urrent enhancements have included a 3 fold speed increase
for any floppy controller access and & 2 fold incresase in
hard drive speed. )

There ars "reguirsments” 1o be able to assemble the
source code to these systems. requirgs a HFOC and hard
drive, and alsc cunsrship of GeanPROG b* Paul Charlton.
am curren+!g.ne$q*xl1:ng a contract with Paul Charlton on

he re-distribution of this package.

Pegg 2
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'rdering Packages

i i i ,o5* ps/sD £180K) format
Diskette=s are available ;2 g_gﬁ 025430 54805

D ieeK) 3.8"(DS/GD 720K)
disks) ¢5.88 €1 disk)
disks) $5.88 (1 disk)
disks> 5,80 C1 disk?

5.2
MDOS/ GPL L4
ABASIC/GPL *
PSVETEM ¢

Namer
Address:

Products Dasireds
(please circled

MODS/GPL s
MDOS/GPL s
NBNSIC/GPL *
ABASIC/GPL 4
PSYSTEM b4
PSYSTEM ]

Total?y

Bugs with 1.14F or 8.97H MDOS that you would like to
-mport aret

CaenNea

- EEEp——— PP ST b e ———— —
p— e e et o o o i e e T D L B o s e e

__.—.._..._-_—_.._-_.-_..—..-————-.-—_—_.——__._-————————————-—__..___..__.-

ish list (but ro absglute
43;3 +olge adged tc MDOS., HBE

-

sas) of things Hou feesl
or pos=ibly PSYSTEM
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Product Nnnouncement — Now Auajlable for the 964D GENEVE
ackup Mjser

1892 ~ LGMA Products?

t GMA Products announced today the availability of BRACKUP
MISER, & nsw Hard Disk Backup Utility for the SE4R Geneus.

BACKUP MISER runs under MDOS .S87?H and later versions of
MDOS, and provides compressed backups of a hard disk to on
or more floppy d.sks.

Sep tember 7,

BRACKUP MISER utilizes the same type of LZU compression as
fIRC., Backup Miser will compress any file that ui it on
s floppy in compressed format. Using BACKUP MISER. ygou
cant

o Eack gp your sntire hard disk to floppies
orma

o Back up an¥ d.rectory or set of subdirectories to any
rumber of floppies in compressed format

Back up your hard disk based on files that have changed

since a certa:n date and time

Back up any files that match a wild-card pattern Ce.g.

all of your -C filesl).

?gt uT) o six "ignore” patterns (e.g. sKip all your -H
iles

Backup to any floppy drive

in compressed

g ¢ 0 ©

BACKUP MISER has extensive restoration options. including!

o ComElafelg restores a hard disk from floppies. BACKUP
?IS R urcn takes care of creating your subdirectories
or Jgou
o Restore a set of files to0 a temporary directory
o ?;}d—?ard gyour restorations (e.g. restore all of gour -
iles
o Restore from any floppy drive

BACKUP MISER supports all four floppy drive typest
o Single Sided/Single Denslty

o Double Sided/Single Density Cnormal TI Controller)
o Double Sided/Double Density

- Paae. 25
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9 Double Sided/Quad Density

'f course, BACKUP MISER is a GenBench SHELL application,
‘hich means you haus the same great user interface as )
onBench SHELL. No cryptic command lines to memorize, Just
nuoke your Eop—doun and pop- ﬁ neny boxes, @and use your
ouse or Kegboard to "drivae” the progranm.

'NCKUP MISER "remembers” your file types and original
liractories =0 you can restore perfectly all of your filas.
CKUP MISER supports the "pre— clean”™ method to gain
wtimal file compression.

n addition. BACKUP HISER prouides you with on-line HELP

apabilityl
INCKUP MISER io avoileble immediately through LGMA
'RODUCTS. To utilize BACKLP NMISER you neadt

Basic 9548 GENEUE (rno MEMEX required)
MYARC Hard/Floppy Disk Controller
At least one floppy disk and one hard disk

ACKUP MISER can be ordered directly from LGMA Products by
‘ending a check or money order in +ge anount of $20.88 to1
LGMA Products
5618 RppleButter Hill Rd
Coopersburg, PR 18836

‘he $28.,00 includes all shipping and handl ing charges.
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