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FIZZA HUT

MINUTES OF OCTORBRER®S MEETING

President Dave Balanger operied the aesting at {1:28 a.n.
and issediately turned the seeting aver to Secretary Drew
Wolak. As election of officers will be the next general
seabership neeting, Orew read excerpts of the groups
constitution and by-laws which pertained to elections. In
accordance with the oy-laws, a noeinating cossittee of five
aestiers was set up {none of whom are officers! and some
noainations were taken. All incumbent officers were
noainated for the offices which they now hold.
Additionally, the office of vice-president is apen for
nosinations, Nosinations will he accepted from the floor at
next aonth’s election seeting and added to those names taken
in nomination at this aeeting., Before the next mesbership
seeting, nominations can be made by submitting an accepting
candidate’s nase to the nominating cossittee chairpersan:

Ed Conradt
344 Sth st,
Sparks, NV 8943t

Along similar Lines, it was the feeling after a year’s
experience of operating under the present constitution and
by-laws that some asmendments are in order. 4 aotion
proposing an ammendsent to the constitution and by-laws to
split the office of Secretary-Editar into tws ceparate
positions was made and seconded. The sotion carried. It is
not clear at the time of this writing if both offices
treated by the proposed ammendeent will be elective,
appointive or one elective and one appointive. Discussion
of  weather or not to include the split offices in
noainations for next agnth’s elections prior to a vote on
the proposed asmendment was not resolved.

Another aotion proposing an assendsent to the constitetion
ang by-laws to change the elected office of librarian to an
appointed office was sade and seconded. This sction also
carried. .

Since both of these wotions involve asending the
constitution and by-laws of the group, notification of the
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meabership two weeks prior to a vote on the asaendments is
required by the costitution and by-laws, Next seeting will
be important so please attend.

Hecause of the business conducted on elections  and
annendaents, officer reports were not aade thic aeeting.

Dave Belanger announced the beginning of Interest Group
Meetings dealing with the subject of Telecossumications znd
Inforaation GServices. The first aeeting will begin on
wednesday evening October 29,1985 at the home of seaber
gerry Cohen. Several amesbers who are subscribers of
Inforaation Services volunteered to donate "cn line® time to
the weetings.(Good news for Jerryl MNCI, THE SCOURCE,
COMPUSERVE, and other services will be topics of discussion,
For more into call Dave Balanger, President.

Next month will wark approxisately the NORTHERN NEVADA
NINTY-NINERS first anniversary., Since a goodly nuaber of
mesberships are due Lo expire soon, a friendly resinder is
herby issued. 1In an effort to make the public aware of the
groups existence; Dave once again sstioned for soney to run
an ad in the paper. This motipn was seconded and carried,

Acting Secretary
Lewis ¥. Dawson

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Hi friends its election time. | never realized that
elections were so cosplicated. We spent most of last
seeting setting it up for our next general aeeting,

Our last two Wednesday night meetings on telecommunication
has been & big hit dispite the talk of Jerry’s braoken
telephone and his dwindling paper supply. HA! HA!

It’s our #irst anniversary and for a lot of us it's tise to
renen.

19848
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£4 Canrad purchased an 38 .mterface and 4 REE acnitor for
hig 71, He *nid me he may displav his =/stes at our neat

aeeting. .
J14 ansbody see the ad 1n the zlassifieds pleging our group

['4 like to woiccae cur aewast meabers Sandv  Batze and
Rotert Mudge, :

172 qoing to closa v mecsage with a basic progras that will
read a d1splav variable 85 file.

L) GFEN 913*Sk™.¥0UR FILE 4ANE"
T3 INPUT #1:As

W0 SRINT A8

33 5070 20

N

THANKE ¥OU
Zavid Belanger

FOR SALE

THREE TI COMPUTERS FGR 3ALE CALL MIKE TAYLOR AT 673-2867

T1-99/4A COMPUTER MITH SCFTWARE MAKE OFFER TO ARTHUR WETHORE
AT 673-3386

COMBINE .DP AND . IF

By Nike Ewell

You can use the Define proat {.DP)ta be a variable in an
Include $ile comsand €, [F) se that you can print a chain of
files at will. The fgllowing file will da this for vou:

901 0P linase of file-(ie, DSK2.FILE)
002 .IF DSK2,IF/DP

hen you print out this file with the Text Formattar, +irst
ask for 2 or aore copies.

Answer the norsal screen proats as needed.

Then you will be given the screen prompt *NAME DF FILE-(ie.
OSKZLFILES.

Type in the file name that you want.

dhen that file is printed you will be prompted again (it
helps 1f you have sose kind of print buffer),

If vou did not ask for enough copies (files in this case),
then just press "ENTER'-without uaing any valid name and the
prompt goes back up to the top of the screen and starts over
without having to reload the forsatter again,

[MPORTANT! ¢ ¢

When using the Include File comsand, your file name cannot
use the ampersand (&) syatol or the ‘at® sign (3l. The
program says that it ‘“Camnot Qpen File*. Since the
ampersand  and the “at' sign are print coemands, the
formatter will not let vou use them, It doss let You use
the circustlex (required space) in a filenase.




THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST CHANCE

TO OWN THO OF THE MOST SOUGHT RFTER BOOKS
EVER PUBLISHED FOR YOU AND YOUR TI 88\«4R
COMPUTER!

RAND vyou CAN RESERVE YOUR COPIES (WHILE THEY
LAST) AT UNBELIEVABLE CLOSE-OUT PRICES!

THESE ARE THE SAME STEVE DRVIS BOOKS THAT
NORMALLY COST NEARLY FIVE TIMES AS MUCH...
WE HAVE PURCHABED THE ENTIRE 8TOCK OF FIVE
THOUSAND BOOKS, AND NOW, WHILE THEY LAST,
YOU CAN ORDER EITHER BOOK SINGLY FOR $3.88
OR S0TH BOOKS FOR JUST s7.2a!

Programs
for the by Steve Davis
Ti Home Computer

AND
Introduction to
A,ssembly Language By Ralph Molesworth
for the TI Home Computer |
IF YOU ARE NOT ENTIRELY SATISFIED WITH WHRT YOQU
SIE, SEND THEM BACK BY RETURN MRIL FOR 8 PROMPT

REFUND. BUT DON’T DELAY! WHEN THESE ARE GONE,
THEY AR GONK? '
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Introduction to

Assembly Language
for the
Tl Home Computer UG

Assembly Language
for the
TI Home Computer

By Ralph Molaswoarth

-

This introductory text offers step by step instruchon o getting
started with the powertul TM59900 Assembly Language for the
Texas Instruments Home Computer Itis written to meet the
needs of the beginner with a knowledge of T BASIC who
wishes to unlock the vast potentd ard speed of the,

16 bt computer This s an easy to read tatanal pro:

simple o follow prog aver stens o Lemt g
basies o the design and coding of Lsetul prognas

Sub o Cormpernony, o T BAS :

yuorie TG Sermbiy

g skl Sample progeae
Lalitor Assembler or Mo M

i

vxprioneesd o detaet Charts
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Sub Total
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THIS MONTHS PROGRAM COMES
FRON THE DLD INTERMATIONAL
USERS GROUF (NON DEFUNCT)
IT 15 A YERY WELL WRITTEN
AND WELL DOCUMENTED PIECE
OF WORK., [T WILL RUN ON AN
UNEXFANDED SYSTEM IN EITHER
BASIC OR EXTENDED BASIC. THE
PROGRAM CREATES A FIND THE
NORDS IN & NAZE OF LETTERS
RRRANGED IN A BLOCK FORMAT,
THE NORDS CAN EBE BACKNARDS
UR FORWARDS, HORIZONTAL
VERTICAL OR DIAGONAL. HAVE
FUN WITH IT.
00 FEM % HORD SEARCH GAME
8Y CHARLES STERNBERG--TI 99
/4 EDITON 3
110 REM THE SCREEN PRINT
HAS BEEN COMPRESSED S0 [T
WILL FIT ON LARGER PUILES.
IF 70U USE THE PROG WITHGUT
A 120 REN PRINT
ER, CHANGE LENE 970 70 PRI
NTLS(T, 003" %5 LINE 1060
To'PRINT: Y, 130 CALL
CLEAR
140 INPUT *DO YOU WiSH COPY
OF PUTILE? (PRINTER ATTACHED
)Y OR N3*:C$

150 CALL CLEAR
160 PRINT * TINORD GAME
$1%::°  {LIKE WORD SEARCH}®

----

320 AsCL3)=AY o7

360 AS(L4)="N"

21 ﬁ!(lﬁ}'”ﬂ' ;

380 As(l4) "P'

3?@ AS(17)="g"

400 A (18}="R"

410 A%(19)="5" i

420 ﬁS(ZO)-'T' i
430 ﬂ$€21 =4t

450 AS(24)="X" i

470 A$(Z25)="y* i

480 ni(26l"1'

430 IF C$()'Y'
300 PRINT

510 INPUT "NANT TO TITLE YOU |
R PUTILE? (ENTER TITLE OR *

THEN 530

NU boamnTe

520 PRINT

170 RANDOMIZE
180 REM
190 REN ---DQTQ INITIATION,_

530 IgPUT "ENTER I OF COLUMN | '

540 IF C¢=20 THEN 570
330 PRINT *§ T00 LARGE®

200 DI Ls<2o,26)

560 60TD §30

630 NEXT E

70 INPUT *  ['LL SHOW ¥0u
WHERE [*¥E HIDDEN THE WORDS
IF 10U SAY PLEASE >":G%

770 PRINT 120
?éﬁ_rF 58 *PLEASE" THEN BOD
790 60SUB 900 o
800 GUSUB 1930

310 PRINT
820 PRINT

830 60SUB 900

840 REM ---TERMINATION ROINT !

850 INPU¥ "WANT TO PLAY AGAI
N{Y OR Ni":B$

1920 PRINT #tsisildre” M

1100 IF C$<5"%" THER 1130

1110 PRINT ll::::

1140 REM ---WORD BREAKDOWN R
OUTINE---

1130 RENM
1160 REM
1170 LO=LER(NS (X))

1180 REW ---RANDON SELECTION
OF DIRECTION~-

i 860 IF BS="Y" THEN 490

87OBPRINT “THANKS FOR PLAYIN

HH

880 STOP
890 REM --~PUZZLE PRINT ROUT

1210 PRINT "1 COULIN'T FIT T
?ﬁliﬂﬂﬂs IN - SCRRY, TRY AGA

1220 1=0
1230 60TO 330

210 DN 8420)
aZU 9IH 9‘126]
70 ML=
240 A%(2)="p"

STQ'lzPUT "ENTER # OF RONS

380 IF R(=20 THEN 410

900 IF CH(3"Y" THEN 920

1240 p=t

910 OPEN #1:*RS232/2.BA=9400

390 PRINT *B TOO LARGE*
£00 607D 570

920 FOR J=1 TO R

930 FOR I=1 TO C

1230 Po=1

1260 @=-1

250 A$(31="C" ! 1280 @
-- 610 INPUT "ENTER # OF WORDS ! 940 F=264  § ooooomemmomooommeoooeoee
240 AS(4}="D" b | 1290 @9
- - 950 TONE=FR1, 05630947 (INT( § —==ommmmmmcomacamaoemoooaeee
270 As(3)="E" 620 IF (=20 THEN 650 RNDI24) +1) 1300 IF RNIX=.5 THEN 1320
280 A¥(6)="F" 630 PRINT *4 T00 LARGE® 950 CALL SOUND(50,TONE,20) | 1310 0=t
290 AS(7)="6" £40 6OTO 610 570 PRINT L$(1,3); 1320 D=2

300 A%(B)="H"

630 FOR I=1 TO C

980 IF C8¢>"Y" THEN 1030

1330 IF G<X1 THEM 1350

310 As(i="1

660 FOR J=1 TO R

990 IF 131 THEN 1020

1340 Px0

120 A$(10)=7]"
330 AS(EL =oK"

570 LSCI, 1)=v,
580 NEXT J

gOgO.PRIHT $1:TAB(10);L8(1,4

IUIO BQTU 1030




1330 IF G0<:1 THEN 1370 !

{410 REM ---RANDOM SELECTICON |
OF START POINY---

! 850 NEXT I

1620 FCR i=t 7O L0

1630 IF LECIZ#0I-1)300, X14¢1
=§i0g)="," THEN 1430

i 1640 IF LEEX2+(1-11 000, £14([
=11 98)CCSERS (W (KD, 1, 1) THEN

g

660 T=0

{420 [0=C

1670 FOR [=1 70 LO-1

1440 IF DC31 THEN 14a0
14530 RO=R-10
1460 IF D<»0 THEN 1480 i

1430 RO=R }

1680 LS{X2+]380, (1+120)=GE6%
(NS (K}, T+1, 1)

1690 NEAT 1
iiGO L$(X2,X1)=5E6S (W$1K), 1,

1479 CO=C-L0

1710 60OTO 1919

1720 FOR I=1 70 LO

1480 IF D¢=1 THEN 1510 5
1490 RO=R-L0 !
1500 CO=C-LO

1510 IF COC)C THEN 1530

1730 IF Le(X2+(1-1)400,X1)="
." THEN {730

1740 IF L$1X24(1-1)300,X13 >
SEGS (W$(K), I, 1} THEN 1180

* THEN 1180 '
B
woNETl ;
Wi ;

1870 FOR I=1 TO L{-1

1880 L(XZ, X1+18Q)=GEES (WS (K
Yeiel, D)

1899 NEXT [

2060 607G 2010

2080 REM -PRINT TITLE 70 PRI
NTER AND WORD LI5T-

2190 OPEN &1:"RS§272:2,BA=%40 |

U.
2119 IF T$="NG* THEN 2i4¢

2120 PRINT #1111

1?00 L$(X2,X1)=CEGS {N$(K), 1,

1910 RETURN

1920 REM ---FILL OF REWAININ
§ POSITIONG---

1930 FOR T=1 70 C
1940 FOR J=1 10 R

5350 IF L$(1,d)3"." THEN 19

2130 PRINT #15 o Peytol?
2140 PRINT #1::
%150 PRINT #1:"

UNORD LISTH

2160 PRINT

2170 CALL CLEAR

2190 FOR K=t TQO N

1950 11=(RRDS.26¢.011 8100
1970 L$A1,J}=A$(INT(Z1}}

1520 PO=0

1730 NEXT I

1980 NEXT §

1330 IF ROCXR THEN 1550

1766 =0

1996 NEXT |

1540 P=0

1770 FOR I=1 10 LO-1

1350 11={RORND/ 100+, 01} 1100 |
1560 12=(COXRND/100+.01)2100 |
1570 X1=INT{11+PsLO)
1380 52=INT(I2+PORLO)

L780 L¥(X2+13G0,X1)=5EGS (NS (
K}, 141, 1)

1790 NEXT I

i?OG L$(X2,X1)=5EGS (W$ (K}, 1, 1 070

THE PUZILE---
1699 IF D=1 THEN 1820

159 REN -~~ENTRY OF NORD IN |

1810 60TD 1910
1820 FOR I=i TO LO

1830 IF Le (X2, X1+(I-100Q)=", |

1
1
1
1
i
1
1
1
]
1
{
1
i
]
]
1
'
1
1
)
]
1
'
]
]
'
]
'
Il
a
1
]
1
1
i
'
)
+
)
H
]
)
Il
]
]
3
I
]
]
i
]
H
1
]
1
1
1
1
)
L[]
1
i
1
1
1
]

i
H
s
5
]
i
3

2000 REM -BUBBLE SORT TO AR i
ANGE WORD LIST ALPHABETICALY .

2010 FOR I=1 TO N-1
2020 IF W8{I+1) =N {1} THEN 2

2200 CALL SOUND(200,K4229,20
1 23007, 20) .

2210 PRINT *,*;W8 K
2220 IF CH<3°v" TREN 2240
2230 PRINT $L:N$(K)

2230 IF C8CO"Y™ THEN 2280

2260 PRINT #1:

2270 CLDSE 4}

2030 LET Ms=W${l+l)

2280 RETURN

2040 LET N8 (1+1)=H$(D)

2290 END

2050 LET Ws(1i=Ms

e—— o e
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Millers Graphic¢cs is pleased to announce the release of two
New Products for the 99/4A, :

NEW PROM SET FOR Corcomp Disk Controller Card

—— —— -

This new PROM SET enhances the usefulness of the Double Density Disk Controller
Cards. The Following NEW features have row been added and can be accessed from Ti
Basic, Extended Basic and a GRAM KRACKER MSAVED Basic program. This willt allow you
to build a menu of all your favorite software and Load it with a single key press.
These new enhancements will allow you to Load any type of assembly program without
using the Editor Assembler module. The new CALLs added to the card are:

1. CALL ILR =~ Loads the standard E/A utilities into Low Memory.

2. CALL LR("DSKx.filename") = Loads a DIS/FIX 80, compressed or uncompressed, auto
start or non-auto start Assembly lLanguage Program. (This is exactly the
same as option 3 - Load and Run, on the E/A menu, including the automatic
Loading of the E/A utilities)

3. CALL LLR("startname™) - This starts a non-auto start program. This is the same
as option & - Run, on the E/A menu.

4. CALL RUNC"DSKx.filename") = This Loads Assembly PROGRAM IMAGE files Like option
5 = Run Program, on the E/A menu, This CALL also automatically sets up
the E/A environment in VDP Memory. (i.e. Characters, cotors, registers
etc.}

5. CALL RUN - This CALL without brackets or a filename automatically lLoads
DSK1.UTIL1.

6. DELETE "XILR" = Sets up the E/A utilities into lLow memory from a running
Extended Basic Program. It also sets up the Link names for the zbove
CALLS and the other Tool Shed Utilities so they can be accessed from a
running program!

Some O0f The Other Enhancements Include:

1. Removed "9900 Disk Controtler” Title Screen !! — which eliminates the problems
with some of the modules Like the lock up problem with E/A, TEII and Plato.

2. Improved Error Handling on ALL utilities,
3, Decrease Error Time Out - i.e. "Disk Not Initialized" now comes up faster

4, The Disk Manger will now auto Load if you hold down the space bar on power up
ar reset

S. For the advanced user we have also added a DIRECT CPU RAM SECTOR I/0 ROUTINE
for faster loading!!

6. For Gram Kracker Owners we have mcdified the Tool Shed Utilities to allow thenm
to be used in a running MSAVED program!

Retail Price Information:
GK UTILITY I - 10.00 (including shipping and handling)

PROM SET - 34.95 (including shipping and handling)



GK LYVILITY I

-

This Utility Dick aiZs the tcllowirg new enhancements to TI Extended Basic and The
Editor Assembler Mozuies for Gram Kracker Owrars.

Extended Basic Enhancements:

LIST now atlcwes v 0 2 specity tre cciumn lergth {i.e. 28,132 etc.)

RES resecuence 2.l or just part of a program.

TRACE the output from TRACE can now be sent to a printer ¢r any other
output device,

CoPY copies a block of program Lines to another Llocation in your program.

DEL deletes selected blocks of program lines.

MOVE moves blocks of program Llines and automatically adjusts all GOTOs,
GOSUBs etc. to point to the new Location.

CALL LOAD no longer checks to see it CALL INIT has been executed.

CALL PEEKG for peeking values from GRAM or GROM addresses.
CALL POKEG for poking values into GRAM addresses.

CALL PEEKV -for peeking values from VDP memory

CALL POKEY for poking values into VYDP memory.

CALL QUITON enables use of the QUIT key.

CALL QUITOFF disables use of the QUIT key.

New Cursor Control for program Line, Inputs and Accept Ats editing. Fctn=Shift and
the Up and Down arrow keys now allow you to move up and down screen rows within a
program line Llisting on the screen. Fctn=Shift and the Left and Right arrows key
move you to -the beginning and end of the program Line Listing on the screen.

ALL Error Messages are now in upper and Lower case.

Auto-Load of the file DSK1.L0AD can now be bypassed with the press of ANY key.

ALl of the XBCALLS from the MILK disk are still available (NEW, BYE, CLSALL,
CLOCK, CLKOFF, CAT).

A new lower case character set with better ascenders and descenders is placed in
GRAM 0,

Editor/Assembler Enhancements:

For E/A input prompts, the Auto Repeat and Erase (Fctnm 3) are now active.

Clear (Fctn 4) will erase the ipput Line from the cursor to the end of the Line.
Fctn=Shift Left and Right Arrow will place the cursor at the beginning and end of
the input Line,

Automatic Filename Recall - The last filename input with always be retained (even
after powering off),

3 New items have been added to the E/A Menu:

6 - Extended Basic - directly executes XB withcut going through the Titite Screen.
7 = Format RAMdisk = Formats the Myare Ram disk by doing a CALL PART and CALL EMDK
8 - Catalog Disk - Catalogs a disk or Ram disk with out Leaving the E/A module.

The GK UTILITY I can pe installed as Extended Basic Enhancements anly or as
Extended Basic-Editor/Assembler (with the Editor and Assembler), your choice.
Note: with the X8-E/A combo installed, CALL EA is active from XB to directly
execute the E/A medule without going through the Title Screen.

The package cemes conplete with 22 pages aof docu"~ntat10n ircluding Tezhrical
Irformatiaon om tr0 Loousize 4. Groan that tive rew enbantuments hoye mediiicd 59
yooocan il wgd yCur Lult PTabine.



0DATA BASE MANAGERS

FOR THE TI-99/4mA

By Birll Gaskill
Sgme owners/authors of the applicatians [ hocue zgvered .= Sthis arc-y
will nc 2cubt be ongered Dy the apgarenrt bruszlizy 2F 2. [ cheocse
YiBw 1T 2S5 honesty rather than brutality. Taog many reviewers wh
wash the weckrnesses of 7! softuware they criticgolly review. I will nmer.
[ think scmet.mes that we are afroid that the scgftwoce macrket will dry
up arnd blcw Quwoy unless we give Favoreble reports on the saftware
praoducts that do acppear for our computer. I prefar to think of 1t in
another way: if we premote Junk software in a favorcble light those
that do publish product reviews will lose credihility, and those thct
buy scoftware based upan those reviews will simply be that much mcre
reluctant to get burned a second timas,

In the process of searching for the perfect dota bose manager | kcve
purchased several programs and spent over H300. All of the progroms
that [ cwn have pasitive points and all have negative points. Whot |
have discovecred to date is that the "perfect” doto bose mareger does
not exist, yet (not =ven 1n the business wcrldl]. wWhat [ am going o
share with you are my impressions aof the programs [ cwn, and 1n doing
S0, will perhaps save you o little time and money ifF you too re
looking for that “"pecfect” applicatian.

The programs [ ocwn are:

ACORN 99 from Caok Tres Systems

0BRSS fram Navarona Industrias

ODATA BASE 1 fram SPC Softuwars

DATA BASE 29 from GQuality S9 Softwars

0aTA BASE 300 From tha Internatimmal Users Group
DATA BASE X from Weatmcn Wore

PRBASE V1.2 and V2.0 Frem Williagm Wercen

TURBO OATAMAN fram Easy Lare

I hove used these progroms enough to feel comfortable with each and
could probably write savercl poges oaobout each dne. Unfortunataly,
publicotion apace is limited and such o voluminous article would never
g=e print becaouse of it., Thus [ haove tried to bea brief, but to the
peint, 1n my commants on sach program. Also, pleass kesp in mind that
my comments are subjective, based upom how sach product me=ts MY naeds
and sxpectations. Yours moy be different.

For easa of reference ‘! haove included some of tha infarmation in a
caompariscon table that allow gnolysis ot ¢ glance. In the parggrephs
that Ffollow | will try to provide g little detail to moch issue and
cover spacigl Cfectures, laock of what [ view os standard Fsatures and
product perfarmance of asach program. I opologize in advance Far the
cryptic style you will read, howsver, [ reedmd to be brief. The DATAa
BASE 300 program will not be looked at since it is rot availcbls.

ACORN 23:

Among the top thres O0OBM's availaoble to the T} community. The only
relational doto base available.  Alsg, the cnly one with a programming
- language intarface for custom applicotions. EXTREMELY powerful and



s =]

well desigrez. C3n sugagrt three aztive files 2t sne ¢ ime, zlic
existing datz f:i:le formats to be edited. cspied Sz arcoher S
reseguenced aond can reformet q file structure 1ntao arother file Fo-ma
Dces not have the ebility to show number of recocds .o a F.ia. Z
hald more than 1500 records per fFile am g S5/S0 disk (depending on F:la
size]. Scrts alpha characters cnd strirmgs better ©ham  numbers.
irdexes recard locgtion far subfile czreection cnd mairfile 15 rhen
corcatenoted to creatg the subfile cs ancther datohcse. Possesses
ability tc secrch, using; “equal ta, Janequal, greater than, less ~han,
ignore” lcg:iczgl operatars. Supports relaticnal operctcrs 1m seacch
routines through the usa of a true/false convention that allows
selection of records where aqll pocrametars arms met, aor cny gparcmetacs
are met. LCAN print c single record from g display screan. EXTREMELY
slecw i1n caperctian, Uses <0 cclumn text mode. Allaows duol:ccte ey
1813 doto entries. Allows printec ccrtrol codes tg  Be ancripted in
setup Ffile, Provides input checking for "rumeri:c, integer, money,
string, flag ard date"” antries, Cverall, a fabulous program, with
almost limitless notentiacl . The best documeEntatian of the grcuc,
giving mony examples clong with explanations. SUPERB application,

™
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DBHMS (Naovarone):

Allcws 32,000 reacords per file, but only 350 per SS5/S0 diskette.
Limits you to half that amount 1Ff you wish to sort the File si1nce it
crenotes o second sorted fila thot demerds equal =poce on your dota
disk. Most intsresting repoct genecator | have. ever sasn, a cut and
poste type affair that is reglly neat, but pocorly documented,
Excellent custom screen design module which includes help screens that
you design. FAST FAST FAST. Requires unique key field antries only, .
which I find inconvenient. Documentation. is bhetter than origimally.
written, but still confusing at times, and incomplete. Octes on
mundana things ocnd skips over, or antirely amits, i(mportant things,
Does totoling inm repocrts, but Ao octhar computational wuwork. Does nct
Support single record printing, but can usa the report modulm to scraoll
data on scraen, uwrite it to disk or send it to your printer. Can
append nrew data fields to the end af an existing record, but cannot
refgrmet the record in any ather way. Can create subfiles, but You
have to figure gQut how to de it Far yourself bacouse tha documentotign
doeas not tell you how, [t domsn’'t aven mantion subfilms. Allows
printer contral codes to be encrypted in Repaort Generation File., Oaes
not pecform input checking of any typs. All data is censidersd to bhe o
string entry. Bast suited for o hard disk enviconmant. Not difficult
to use oncs you have "played” with it, but con be intimidating at
first. )

DATA BASE 1:

Best suited Ffor moiling lists or other LIST type dota files.
Cumbersome design satup requiring records ta he accessed by their
relgtive position in the file (rscord numbar). You muat First list the
records by c specifisd field if you don’'t know the record rumbesr, Timem
cansuming. Provides three pre-set mailing laobal report farmots and one
custom format for your own design. Will NOT do reports that have
heading information. Includes several nice utilitims, sych as a
formletter generator, disk file dota boss which creates o OBl datc basa
File out of the i1nformation oan your librory of disks. Doss not provids
for input checking, nor langth of field antries. Only looks at thae
length of overall rscord. Doas sacrches by "equal ts” operator anly,



Sn cne Zoug Field At g Time.  Regulices that gyou Sistst grecie an
index file and then search. To search by arcther f.eld ycu ~uss zre=-a
anather index File. Searches by o maximum of S cherecters 10 z-y
Fiald. Sorts are limited ho 1000 records, nc matter hgw meny exiss .-
the {ile, but bhoth zclpha ang numeris scrts cre offered. Subfiles =z=an
be cregcted tc o printer 1n the main gprogram o ta 2:sk by us.ng trs
Ltilities gptiorns. Selectlan 1s hHy "egual to" gr "between two veluaes™,
which gon Ee eirther alpha cr numaric Sype.

JATA BREE 33:

More emohasis put on caopy praotecticn  tham on pragram performarce.
Allows custom screen design and cloims 28 Fields aof up te 28 characters
each. Would be a neat trick toc do since four of the 84 rows Gh screen
are used Dy program prompts., Fast assembly larmpguoge 1ntecfoze For
regort genercticn. Cannot genercte reports with headings ond dcoces rot
permit printec cantral codes to be inserted 1m report doto. Cces not
save o farmoat ofter design, so you will have te re-crecte 1t each time
You want ¢ report. Dota is printed in continucus Format without regarcd
to poge brecks or anything alse. Lesign of layout 1s cumbersame,
requiring you to conceptualize how many colons and/gr semi-zoleons are
needed T push the data acrcss the page. Number of caolons/semi-colians
is limited to 127 characters allowed in a LINPUT command. A terrible
system. Disk caotalog cccessed fcom moin menu will crash program if Y Qu
entar an glpha character inatead of o number whan it prompts For the
disk drive number to bs cataloged. Color i= lost after o crash since
it was CALLed from the LOAD program. Doss not permit single record
screen print (unless you buy the 0B S99 Utilities], must use ERI!T option
tg ssarch for o racord or sSearch saguenticlly. Cannot go directly ta a
reccrd by its relative position in the file. Will creagtms sybfilas to
disk, allowing the search by "lass than, egqual to or greatsr . than”

operators. Saarch 1s limited to onm Fimeld For all prectical purpcoses.
Sorts con be perfaormed in ascending ordaer, by any cna Fiald. Sort 1is
an actugl re-writa gof the file. All data is censidered strirg

information. Ng numbar crunching C(again, wunless you Juy the 0OBSY
Utilities), no input cheacking. Uccumantation consists of two 8 1/2" X

11" sheets of paoper printed an both sides. Program 1s slow,
inflaxibla, inconvenisnt in many ways and cumbarsome to use. It might
have been an advanced application two ysars ageo. Teday 11t is a

dinosour, even with the 0B9S Utilities. Much too expenrsive,
OATA BARSE X:

Very modular, meaning that each function (adding, editing, printing,
deleting etc.] is g separate program thaot must be loaded each tims You
want to uae that functicon. Does stogtistical anglysis of dotoc. Record
counter is inoccurate, code of program is jumbled and entirely
unstructured. Cces not sort data, sven though documentation uses the
term "sort”. What it means is "select". Whan DATA BASE X " anrta® by
@ particular paraometsc it is reglly selecting records for dumping to a
peinter that mest that paraometsr. [ces allow sslaction betwsen ranges.
Connot ' creata subfiles, doss not index axisting recorde. Access of a
record is dome saguenticlly, unless you kngw the record numbsrc. Ng way
ta tell thes record number, Wou must guess, Supports 1 or 2 disk
drives. Excrutiotingly slow. Regquires that you name the data disk
OBXDATA, Ffar no good rmocsan that [ can see, ctherwise progrom errocs
aut. Ooes not save raport definition, but does allow it to ba printed
in normel or compressed mode. Definiticn process is fairly simple, but



Lima carsumLhg. Jocumerntozian s the "shghbiest” [ =ave sver seer . il
18 photcccocplied and put intcs booklet form wilth =he pages rat even -.o-
straight, sc that some (nfarmot:an 1s missing ofF  af  same fcages.

Querall, this pregram 12 JUNK! As with the IUG's CATA BASE 300/SC8, .-
never reclly belaonged on the merket :m the state *het 1% 15 :1n.
Unfertunctely, ! didn't know that cnd poid cut cver 30 to Firg cuct.
PRBASE;

Tozally cssembly langucge ccocded. THE BEST cil-arcund @pplicaticn in my
QRiniom.  FAST, flexidle, does wvirtually cngything g user wowld want L0
the way of cdotz hendling, except mumber crunching. [t will rot 2e
Sngthing 1n that area. Trects oll dota cs part of a big String Just as
DBRS anc CATA BARSE 29 do. As lang as you ocwn the PRB Utilitiss wricten
by Jahn Jahnson you zZan create subfiles, other wise you czan't. Hos
on-line help Ffor caommands, creates an irdex by any input F.eld ycu
choecse and then accesses any racard 1n gbout 1 secand. Alsg has o FIMD
feature +to laook st daote sequent:ally :n any sirgle Field cnd o ILoOBR&L

stion that searches for a sirgle data entry cnywhere 1n the recard.
Saves up tc Five repcrt formats, V2.0 allows You te farmat o data disk.
Custom screen layout with terrific grophics optiorns Far bocders/windows

ate. 18 acvailgble, A tremendaus program, well thought cut, well
designed, srtistizally executed. FAIRWARE!!: PRE Utilities gre fres
for the csking as long as yocu provide the disk and mailer. Rapaors
design routine 1§ cumbersome and zanfusing. Prints single cr=cord foom
screen display in either 40 or B0 column mods. Program :s very
sgnsit.ve about [/0 devica namas, My copies (Ul.,2 acnd u2.0) both

require PIQ. to werk rother than just PI0 or PIO/1, mtc. With numbecr
crunching abilities this progrom would be Qo perfect “Flat-File data .
monager” for maost Tl users, As it is, the valus aond pecrformance feor .
FAIRWARE zpplication, or g commercicl cpplization oo for thas matcer,
isa unsurpaossed. If you den't have PR BASE than you are miasling QUL CN
sne of the premier productivity tools avoilable ta t“he TI Cammurity.

TUREBC DATAMAN:

This 13 the second most powerful crd useful dote mancger, taking c
backseot cnly to PR BASE. 1% runs slightly aghead of ACORN bezause it
performs number crunching end is fastecr in gpergtion. Like ACORM,
TURBO DATAMAN cllows you to creats o dictionary of doto items (fFimlds]
and then lets you choose from that libroary of fields to put a record
together. Up to 30 fieilds are allowed pmr recacd. Twenty npre-dafined
records {file formats) can axist gon one disk, Allowus custom screen
layout design, complete with graphics for barders/windows etz. Does
input checking, cllows secondary screen cccass, like ACORN's Detgal
Recordsa. Allows formulcs to be created and saved thot perform the four
basic math Funstions. Report definiticns canm be saved. Allous
wildcard typs operators in searches, wiil print single record Fram
screen display. Providss "less than, greatsr than, equal to, nreot equal
td, greater than or equal to, less than ar equal to” operators in
screen display ond report genecction modules. ,Parmites sub-totals 1in
Teports that zan be Fomatted like T! Extended Basic doms with the IMAGE
stotement. Subfiles can be creotad through the report generctor by
sending the gutput selected to o diak File rather than a printer. The
results must be converted back to INTERNAL, FIXED from DISPLAY FIXED
befare you can use it in the program however. TURBQ DATAMAN doms not
Provide you with that utility. The documentation instructs you to
‘write a progrom” tg do it, Nomes used For different madulas in the
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pragram cre czrfusing. Ex; ETCH, SKXETCH, SKETCHR, FITCH, s
change names ta mare cccurstely ceflect Ffunctian of mz
Oocumenteticn ceceptakle, but lacks cdeguote couvernge 1M some o
Ut:lities gre provided ©a gecform some munzane coperstiors, so
courz.ng the azmgunt of reccrds n g doichcse. Refcrmeting
Testructuring aof an existiing file 1s not ocermitted, wrless the |
C:eld 1s cppercded tg the end of C cecord formet. This program ne
same "fine tunuing” 1n some ateas, but i1s still on excitirg productivin
tccl with immense pessibilities., [ts speed of gperaticr 1s nat fzost,
but cczeptable. It 1s faster than ACORN. 0Ore can set up tha SKETCH
program tc cguic-lcad if desired, but the whcle applicsticn should ke
centered arcund a menu L my opinion. As it 1s now, you must RUN each
module from the READY> prompt when you need tc use 1t, Because every
madule exits with an END stotemmnt. If you don't gQwn this progrem, g4ou
should. Whether you went to manoge a mailing list aor do ccccurtirg,
TURBO DATAMAN 1s for yaou.

o
rAC (0w r-

ner v -

FEATURE TABLE:

FEATURE ACORNSS  DOBHMS DB1 DBSS 0B X PREASE  TURBO ON

RECORDS/FILE  LIMITED 32,000 LIMITED 3S50-1400 LIMITED 350,710 LIMITED
BY OISK BY DISK BY DISK BY DISK

FlELDS/REC. Sy as 10 28 10 3z 30 .
MAX . RECORD 255 255 2ug 246 246 246 255
LENGTH
MAX .FIELD 40 ) 28 28 28 245 28
LENGTH
MEMORY REQ'D 32K 32x 3zx 12X 16K 32K 32x
LANUGUAGE XB/ASSHM ASSM  XB/ASSM XB/ASSM X8AsIC ASSH XB/ASSM
CUSTOM DESIGN  NO YES NG YES ND YES YES
SCREEN LAYOUT
SCRN GRPHICS NO ND . NO NG ND " YES YES
CAPABILITY
ALTERED CHAR NO YES YES NG NO YES NO
SET USED
CUSTON REPQRT YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
OEFINITION
SAUES REFURf ND YES YES NO NQ YES YES

DEFINITION



