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Copyright <C» 1989 Penn-Ohio Users
Group, 71 Elm Street, Struthers, Ohia
44471, Printed on a ALPS ALG224 printer
using WordPerfect 5.0.

Editar: Ed Luptak
Asst, Editar: Dave Tranovich.

Contents may be reproducec by other
users graups without permission.

INVITATION

Plaase take this opportunity to chailenge
yourself. Write an article for the
newsletter. Send your copy toEd Luptak,
71 Elm Sireet, Struthers, Ohio 44471 or, if
you wish ta send it via modem, cail Ed at
755-7681 o make arrangements. You may
write or type but the easiest ta handle is
an ASCII file made with your favariteaword
processing program,

DUES

Dues for the Penn-Ohio Users Group are
$15.00 per calendar year for an individual
membership, $20.00 per caiendar year for
a family nembership and $10 per year for
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PRESIDENTS CORNER

well | hope that all wil go well In putting
out this newsiettsr | have had so many
proclems in tha iast few month | am aimast
afraid to start, but here goes so l&ts gee
_what happens.

| guess ['ll start by tell you of a TV
Persanality in our club. Gary Karas was
greated by his family and TV camera as he
deplaned at Pitisburgh Airport after his
unweicame axperience in San Francisco's
thinatown. That was were Gary was when
the earthquake hit the bay ares. We are
sure glad te have you back in Qhic now if
we could just get to a meeting, just
kidding. Gary nas saic¢ in the past that ne
would like to have one of our meeting at
the Water Treatment plant in Struthers, so
he couid not eniy show us his computer
et up, but alsg show off his plant,

¥hile | am on the subject of meeting other
than the Aed Cross i should mention that
Doc. Krutter missed our last meeting, ane
of very few. He had a jood reason, he was
naving. We will ba meating at his place in
the very ne¢ar future. | guess we will be
using the second floar ball room. | have
not been there as yet Jut Herb said it was
sure something to see. | guess wa will be
sble to taik to Frank about i: at this
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mesting. Sure the goodies that you brings,
Sut we miss you the most.

i Talked lo Ron Baker last night and was
taid that the nominating committee will
~ave a report at the meeting.

One of the demas for this month will be the
use of the Logitech ScanMan Plus. We will
te scanning baoth graphics and text and
4sing a OCR pragram to convert the text
into a useahle file. So hopa to see you all
this Monday. The answer the |etter "n"
and “boohkkeeper'.

IN MENORIUM
DR. GUY_STEFAN ROMANO

Dr. Guy-5tafan Romano, operator of the
Amnian Helpline, died August i§ at his
home in San Francisco, California. He was
37.

According to his wishes his body was
cremated August 18 by the Neptune
Saciety of San Francisco and his long time
friend, David Kano, scattered his ashes in
the Pacific Ocean on August 18.

2amanc was born in france and educated
in Europe and the United States. He was
fluent in |17 languages. He heid a Ph.D. in
Romance languages, a Fh.D. in Germanic
linguistics and. a Masters degree in
Cninese as weil as athird doctorate in fine
arts.

Most of his caresr was spent in educatien,
particuiarly the teaching of languages. He
began® warking with computers in the

early 1950°s when he worked with a
mechanical translator for the U,5.
Gavernment, which ha described as

"something like a cousin to the ENIAC a
house tilled with radic tubes.”

Romano began the Amnion Heipline in 1981
as a free service to T'| users, bhetare the
founding of a usars graoup in San
Francisco. During its operation, he
received inquiries from all over the United
State and numerous forsign countries.

Acmane alse maintained a library of public
domain suftware for the Ti98/4A which he
provided users for a small copying fee
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p us mailing (our ciub .ibrary nhas Ramano
compiete library.)

Kano says Aomano would work "untii 2 or
3o’clack in the marning” on some accasion
tc heip. users. Recentiy the Amnian
Helpiine was expanded to nhelp users af
IEM compatiale.

MINUTES & COMMENTS
By Frank CePinta

Qctaber masting was called toarder by Ed
at 7:30. The first time that | was at the
Red Cross Building befors the meeting
began. | guess miraces never cease to
happen. Several topics came up for
discussion after £Ed read a letter from Ti.
They wanted to remind us that we haven't
been forgotten, aven if they discontinued
making the Ti=95/4A in 1984. The |atter
stated that service was still available by
cailing 806/747-1882. The letter also
stated that saies of compatible products
can still be made througn third party
suppliers. |f you are interested, | can
provide those addressas at-the naxt
mesting rather than take up space in the
newsietter. Ed made a suggestion that if
anyone is interested in Tl products , onae
of the hamfests would provabiy be the
creapest place to purthase those items,
even find a second-hand console rather
than try toc get your oid one repaired. By
the way, the supgly of praducts
{programs,games,etc.) has grown by leaps
and bounds. it ailmost makes it worthwhile
to stay with the T[-99/44,

The next item on the agsnda was to elect a
nominating committee. There was sa long
discussion (about 1 minute) before Ron
Kendra, Ron Baker, and Frank Krauttar
werg  unanimously slected a5 the
ncminating committes far 13990,
CCNGRATULATIONS GUYS!

Next up for discussion was to tind a name
for our newsletter and decide on possibia
designs for posters to sdvaertise POUG, It
was decided that ail members were to
submit 2 possibie design for the peater at
the next meeting. Were's your chance to
show«off that creative taient that you
have been hiding. Bring in your rough
sketches or finished product far the
November meating.

ﬁ:.—-
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Herb reported that with the addition of
twg new members, our baiance was
approximately $117.51. An exact amaunt
was dependant upon the interest from the
bank. He also stated that pastage for the
newsletters to other ciubs was 324.30
every two months while the postage for
the POUG members’ newsictiers was
approximately $4.00 per montr,

After his report, Herb toid theclub about
File Exp-ess, & Express Caic programs
wauld be availabie to club members at a
speciai rate, [t seams that File Express
v5.0 will 3e available sometime in January,
1880, Qur library presentiy ras v4.3.

Whan all this was compieted, Dave asked

for possible names for our POUG
newsletter. Atter tweaty some
suggestions, we voted to call our

mewsletter "FLOPPY COPY™. Catchy title
for a newsletter about computer topics.
1t sounds like & title that can relate te
both , the Ti1-98/4A and the |IBN
compatibe. After all, the newsietter is
“cupy of the information that is first
stared on a "tlappy". Very cieaver idea,
Dave! Dave suggested that title. lts no
wonder that he gets paid such a high
salary

far baeing the vice-presidant.

After the meeting, Ed had a demo ot 2
couple cf neat programs. The first
program provided a search of the taur
gospels of the Hible using werds or kay
phrases. The second program was even
batter. it provided a few tasty morseis in
the formof recipes. It contained recipes
from all over the worid, !taiian, Chinese,
French, ete. Tha pragran not only
increased or decreased the ingredients
according ta the number of people invited
for dinnar, it also made up a shopping list
right down to a wine iist. The data base
even contained a section for the Kids,
Thanks Ed, for another great demo!

in addition ta the neeting mirutes, | was
given the fgllowing caomputer test by a
colleague of mine. | thought you might be
interested in finding aut just how much
yau know about camputers, Be honest! it
is "The Official PC Owner's Computing
Test" by Cliff Hauptman from "WordPerfect
Magazine", July, 1680. It was submitted
by Sam Rausch.
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"0p you think you shouid he allewed io
opwn a persanal computer? Until now, the
snly requirement for ownership was to
hand over a few hundred Bbucks.
Competence was never a consideration.

“here is now a standard of competency for
personal computing.  For the first time,
ihe rank novice and seasoned vetleran
alike can evaluate nis or her proficiency
against an impartiai, objective norm. Now
can be separated the chaff from the grain,
Ihe Know-notnings irom those in the
know, the men from the boys and the giris
from 1panema.”

*Tha Test:

1. Which of the fullow:ng is a bad-faced
ie?

a. The problem is in the software.

b. The problem is i1 the hardware.

c. The probiem is with the user.

d. The problem is with the dealer.

2, A disk operating srstem is:
a. A new chiropraciic technigue.
b. A place salling pirated software.
¢. A hign-fi component.
d. A Frisbee user manual.

3. Lost data is caused most often by:
a. Poltergeists.
b. Ignes fauti.
¢. Bansheas.
d. Haints

4. True or False:
Electronic spreadsheets are robots
that change the linen in moteis.

5. The diffarence between a word
processor and a food processar is
nainly:

a. in the timae it takes to clean up.

4. A matter of taste.

c. Wwvs. ! and r vs 9.

d. There is no differanca.

5. In which of the following sentences is
the term default used proper:y?
a. Dafault is in descoftware.
b. Default is in dehardware.
¢. Default is in the user.
d. Default is in dedealer.

7. The name hard dis< comes from the
fact:
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a. That they are harder to pay for
:man flapaies.

b, Thev're harder to use far a coaster

for a1 caifee cup than a tloppy is.

c. That they are harder to get into
-nose iitt'e sleeves than a tlopRy.

d, Thal they dent hardwuood floors
~hen you drop them.
3. RAM is measured in:

a. Horsepower,

b. First downs.

c. Distance of the curl of a horn.

d. Proof,

3, True or Faise:
When in ROM do 2s the AOMANS do.

1. Computers are thought of as being

*changeable” machines because:

a. You doun't know what they'll do

next.

b. If you get mad enough you ¢an
always change it into a pile of
wreckage.

c. They give you two tens for a

wenty.

d. They change people inta iunatics.

11. "Compatibility" refers to:

a. Your ability te get along with your
spouse after using your computer.

b. Your spouse's ability to get along
with you after you've been using
yaur cemputer.

c. While U$iTig ysur computer at wark,
your ability te refrain from using
language best employed in private,

d. Your computer's ability to under-
stand commands iike "Orop Dead!"

12. Telecommunications software gives

you tie ability o

a. Double your phene hill.

b. Triple your phone bill.

c. Quadruple your phone bill,

d. Amass a fantastic collection af free,
pubiic domain software you do not
need and that it is full of viruses.

43, 1f it takes two minutes te address an

envelope with a typawriter. a novice
PC user should be abia to do it
successfuliy by computer in:

a. Three hours.

b. Six days.

c. twoe menths.

d. It san't ba done.
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14, Wnen a ‘ile is deleied, it actuaily still
exists; it has merely been cnanged
sligntly by:

a. Putting Groucho glasses on it so
DOS na longer recognizes it.
u. Sending it to the cleaners where aii
its buttons are removed.
<. Recombinant geretic engineering.
d. Forcing it through a pasts machine.

15. A "byte" Is:
a. Worse than a bark.
b, Not as bad as a bark.
<. Twea bits, four bits. six bits, a
doilar,
4. A shave and a haircut.

JB. True or Faise:
The term "menu driven” refers to
someone who is addicted to
restaurants.

17. The ane thing you like most about
ewning or using a cumputer is:
a. The sound i{ makes.
b. The way it warms your coffae.
c. Your reflection an the screen.
d. The software start-up grapnics.

"And that’s that.

To caiculate your scare, assign each "a"
answer 97 peoints; each "b" answer 38
points; eacs "¢" answer 99 paints; and
@sach "d" answer the number of points
equai to your age.

Each "True" answer gets one poini, and
each "False" answer § points {naturally)

Add up the pints and divide by the
rumber of bytes in yeur hard disk (or it
your system does nol have a hard disk,
ty the number of bytss in RAM.)

If your scare comes to 31.00769, you have
witnessed 3 miracle and should not be
using a computer.”

Well, | thought that a bit of humor wouid
help to brighten the world a littte bit.
Hope that you weren'tbared. Anyway, 1'll
see you at the next meeting. Let's try to
get are ol¢ members to attend alse. The
nmeetings zare aiways exciting and as
productive as we make them. Hemember,
we still taik 71, as well as PC compatibla.
Dan’t forget those postars and be at the

TR
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fed Cross <Center an Wedd Street
Novemoer 13 at 7:00 2.4,
HAMFEST
ARE THEY AEALLY KCSAER
m?

Hamfests 11 What are they.... & why shouid
you attend one. If you are a computer
novice you shauld attend a hamfest & it
your an expert, hanfests are a3 must. The
hamfest got it's name from those whe
dabble ir amateur radic broadcasting. !
know your asking yourseives how does
amateur radio & todays’ computer mania
eannect. They are both elactroric means af
communication, thus amateur radio fest-
ivals, {hamfests) have a great many
computer related vendors as well as
electronic gadget vendaors at their shows
or tests. You will find averything from
junk telephone systems, to Ti 88 4/4
computers, to software for just about any
camputer, to old camsras .....4% even the
latest in new and used c¢lone compatibie
computers & accessories, Some examples af
bargain basement prices are enhancet
Keyboarc with built-in mouse and software
$75 - 35 check same of the local so called
discount hardware dealers & you will tind
the same keyboard for $35 = 128). This
gredat bargain was found Dy our new
member Y. T. Chiu at the Cleveland
hamfest 2 weeks ago. (I paid $75 just 3
weeks ago for a Logitech mouse alone...)
President Ed found a great priced Star
color pritter for his niece for amere $225,
which is slightly less than prces quated
in Computer Shopper, but he aiso saved a
$10 - 15 shipping charge. Othar assorted
junk can alse be found at thess fests. Ron
Bakar, aur resident junk collector, found
a cable TV tuner switeh box for $15, {Ya
know the bax you use to tune in HBO ete.}
Well | aise bit on this deal & found out it
would work for my second TV or § cauld h-
ook it tomy VCR so | could tape one show
on ane ehannel while watching ancther an
my TV. Hamfests can be prafitzbie & fun if
you hear about one dan't be afraid to ge.
Not ali hamfests are the same. Some have
fewer ccmputer related vendors & more
junk deaiers, but you'll never know
uniess you go, An amateur radie operater,
| know fram Clevaland, toid me that an the
same day of the Claveland hanfest there
was a camera show on the west side of
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Clevetand that was just full of computer
stuff, {| guess averyene is getting in on
the act.) My same Ham bucddy also told me
that in =arly spring, Dayton Ohio has a
world wide hamtest, pulling operators and
vendors trom all over the warld.
Remember, hamfests can be kosher; there
ire interesting people, good products, &
qood buys.

Far this menth | bid you good-bye...
See you at the Nov. meeting Mon. Nov. 13
H. N. 8.

The Librarian's Review
by Ran Baker
|BM Section Librarian

since | missed tha last meeting, and was

not there to defend myseit, | wasinformed

politely by the editorial staff that there
WILL be a Librarian's Sottware review for

the newsletter from now on. So | will take
this appartunity togpread theword onone

of my favorite and nost used pieces of

software. Asllprarian. | searched longand .
hard for the ideal Data Base to Keep track

of the POUG pragrams and their

descriptions. Each time | got everything

squared away in a new data basa, | would

‘ingd anather | lixed better. Weil now |

have discovered the uitimate - WSSINDEX

5y Robert Babcock. Now it is available for

ail of us to use to keep track of all gqur

disks.

Have you aver had te search through
jozens of disks trying to find a seidom
1sed program which you knew you had
somewhere? Well here's the solution.
WSSINDEX.EXE is a pragram for keeping
track of MS-DOS filas stored on flappy or
nard disks. A database is ¢reated which
sontaing, for all of your disks, the
‘nformation normally avaiiable from the DOS
JIR eammand, as weil a8 aptional camments
and categeries describing each file. The
‘nformation in the database may be printed
with various sorting options, or may be
searched for specitic file names with wild
zards in tase you don’t remember the axact
name of the file you are laoking far.
ndditional functions include listing files
withaut current backup copies and
extracting directory information fram




PENN-OHIQ USERS GROUP NOVEMBER 1989

sumentztion, but please read it ance
angway.

tnat is it? WEEINDEX <reates and
maintains a database with all the
‘-tormation about your dlsks availabie
t am the DIR command, plus optional
cescriptive comments and categeries. You
can search the database interactiveiy, or
vau ¢an print it with various serting and
calection options. An auxiliary routine
atiows printing disk lagels 2nd ‘disk
covers. The most common use of the
arogram is to keep track of files on a
eqilection of floppy disks, but you can
index anything which loaks Jike a disk to
005, inciuding hard disks, RAM disks and
some tape cartridges. One option ailaws
nard disk users to make a listing of ail
tites on a hard disk which do not have
hackup copies on ansther disk.

‘#hat harcware and software do | need?
An 1BM-PC or moderately compatibla
MS-DOS machine [versions lar the Dec
Aainbow, Texas instruments Profassionad,
and Wang PG are aiso available or under
development), DOS-2or higher and either
a video board compatible with an 18M
maonochrone disptay aor goler graphics
adapter, or support for ANSI escape
szquences. |f you lack all of these, the
screen display will be hopelessly garbied;
more details below. 258K or more of RAM
memary is recommended.

How many disks c¢an | index? There is a
nard limit {set by the 64K seqment size of
tha 3088 CPU chip) of appraximately 18K
files (or cisks, or subdirectarias), and a
practicai limit of 10-12X files if you have
840K of memory. Extended or expanded

memory is not used, but DO5S memary
ceyond &40K is used if your system
supports it.

WSSINDEX HMnds, sorts, and prints it's
sontents inany form you can dream up, it
will even import deseriptions of matehing
fije names from a local BBS and match them
49 to your data flies.

't is-by far the greatest file cataloging
arogram written and is available from our
library., As with any warthwhile program,
it should tried, then registered like all
Shareware,

wrary tilzs. The pregram is menu driven |
.nd easy to use without referring to the .
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T¢ register ar obtain thg latest version,
contact Robert Babceock, 4 Aeeves RAcoad,
Bedford, MA ¢1730¢ USA

SIMULATED EARTHGUAKES

HT CLOSE TO HOME
8y Dan Gutman

""he building rocked and things tell off
the bookshelves. We got a little shaken
u2,"” says Veronica Bower of Broderbund
Software. "We were {ucky."

Last week's earthquake hit smack dab in
the middie aof Silicon Valley, rocking the
majority of software publishing companies
in the world. Broderbund is located in
San Rafaei--10 miles from San Francisco.

Being so close to the earthguake capitai of
the world, it's not ENTIRELY coincidental
that Broderbund markets a computer
pragram called "Earthquake Lab" (§40).

The program works with Broderbiund’s
Seiance Toolkit ($80), a2 hardware device
wnich plugs into any Apple |1 computer.
Basically, theiab readstremors and feeds
them into the computer. These signals are
then dispiayed on vour scresn,
“Earthquake Lab" is patterned after
mechanical seismographs. When the base
of the lab gets joltec very slightly, a
lever moves a shutter in front of a
photoelectric ceil. The change in light
feval is recorded an-screen.

The computer scresn looks like a reai
seismograph and can be printed out on
paper, You can recerd vibrations
continually, or when any rapid change

Gecurs. Yeu ¢an even sat the lab to
automatically start recording when it
sanses movement, It will continue

recording for up to ten hours and save
tre data an a floppy disk.

This thing is no toy. Lauren Eiliot, chief
designer of "Earthquake Lab," claims it's
as accurate as professional seismagraphs.
1r fact, if the earth vikrates a hundredth
of an inch, "Earthquake Lab" will amplity
trat 2,000 times.

The biggest chailenge in designing the
device, according to Elliot, was, "trying
ta get a $100,000 piece of equipment into
about $1.22 worth of pateriais.”
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in the reai world, it's paointless to sit
around and wait f{or an earthquake
{unless you live in San Francisco, |
supposel. And if an earthquake DID
strike, you'd hnave hetter things to do
than stand arcund measuring it. Like

staying alive. The real fun of
"Earthquake Lab" is producing fake
quakes at home.

The designers suggest "simulated

earthquake" experimenis. (Parents will
particulariy enjoy this), Stempingaround
the house in heavy boots mzkes for an
excellent fake earthquake, or you can
measure which member of the family has
the heaviest foatsteps.

You can also measure how much your
house o school shakes when traffic goes
by, or ste what happens if youchange the
material under TEarthquake Lad"™ from
concrete to foam rubber,

Science Tooikit doesn’t aniy measure
earthyuakes. it's actually a complate
at-nome laboratory. It comes with a
temperature and light prebes, and ather
modules make it passible to measure
speed, motion, heart rate and lung
capacity through your computer.

By conducting experiments, students can
learn tc apply scentific reasoning by
collecting and anayzing data. it's moie
intaresting than simply reading about
science in a book, and the computer can
simulate things you can't dugiicate in the
real warld--like earthquakes,

And while the San Francisco disaster ‘s
making headlines, this is a grzat way for
kids to ‘earn abaout quakes.

HOTLINE: They wan’t be racing in the
streets of San Francisce anytime soon,
but that's exactly what you da in
Spectrun Halobyte's newcompJter driving
game, "Vette!™ You can ga in reverse,
make LU-turns and evan race against
someone using anothar camplter.

Spectrum Holobyte is located in Alameda,
where 250 peopie were killed (Ed. as we
know by neow, this figure has been
lowered)! when part of interstata BSD
collapsed.
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MAN ¥S. MACHINE:
KASPAROV TAKES ON A COMPUTER
By Dan Gutman
{Editors Note Xasparov has beat
the computgr [n 53 moves anc again in
31 meves)

How lang will it be before a computer can
beat the best human chess player in the
worid?

1t might happen at twa o'clock this Sunday
when world chess
champion Gary Kasparov=--for the first
time--takes on the warld COMPUTER
chess champion Deep Thought.

"A computer will never beat a tap
grandmaster,” Kasparov said in an
interview several years ago. "It doesn't

have the intuition.”

Farget about Qakiand veraus San
Francisco. Forget about Clark versus
Canseca. This is man versus machine,
THIS is excitemsnt.

Deep Thought was designed by five
graduate studentsin the computar science
department at Pitisburgh's Carnegie
Mellen University. Running on a Sun 4
host computer with two high speed chips,
it plays chess by analyzing the strength
aof each piece, depending on where it is
lacated on the board and what stage the
game is in.

Taking these factors into account, the
computer calculates the passibiiities of
720,000 pasitions every second and
projects 20 moves inio the future,

Chess-playing computers have bheen
around since the 185(s, but Deep Theught
is the first one to achieve grandmaster
status. Eariier this y=ar, he {or she) waon
a tournament in Florida, played to a draw
with British grandmaster Tony Miles, and
defeated Danish grandmaster Bent Larsen,
who is ranked the 96th best player in the
world.

The Intarnational Chess Federation rates
players on a point system. The average
tournament player rates about 1,300, and
grandmasters are over 2,200, Deep
Thought rates 2,550 points. Larsen rates
2,580.
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~ NG weexks ago, Gary Kasparov reached
‘ne rating of 2.79%

LRSS, S0 no matter HOW many
aicuiatiors Oees Thought can  run
cnraugn ir a second, Kasparav wili pe the
-gavy favarite on Sunday.

Zgng-rsiung Hsu, wha designed the chips
that make up Deep Thought, says it would
aave ta be 100-1000 times faster 0 beat
Kasparov.

Nevertheless, Kasparov was reiuctant .t°
accept the match. Wwith nothing to gain
and evarything to iase, he turned dowh
the first invitation, Chess expert Shelby
Lyman, it seems, persuaded the shamp to
be a good sport about it and play the
computer.

The iwo game match, which will be
sponsored by a division of Nynex, will be
neld at the New York Academy of Art.
Kasparov will be paid to play. Deep
Thought will not.

Zven if Kzsparov wipes the tloor with Deep
Thought, most experts pelieve that one
day the world chess champion will be a
computer. Three of the degigners aof Deep
Thought, in fact, are already wariking on
its successor. The computer will be sa
tast, it will be able to caicuiate six million
nositions a second.

|# Deap Thought pulls oft an upset over
Kasparay, what does it mean lor chess?
|s there any reascn to play of wateh the
game anymore? Is chess dead?

For fhat matter, is the human race
daomed? Have we finaily created 2
machine so intelligent that it's smarter
than we are?

Let's not gat carried away. Deep Thought,
atter ail, was created by analyzing 9500
games ptayed by human grandmasters. 1t
{s fortunate to have learned the tricks aof
the trade from the greatest human chess
alayers who ever lived.

if anything, the  success ot a
chess-playing computerisa GELEBRATION
of the numan mind, not the dfemise af it.
some people, in fact, believe that human
svoiution has reached such an advanced

making him the
sighest-rated player in the histary of:
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level that the only way for us to evoive
turther is by creating machines.

|t should be noted that cars can move
much faster than people, but track and
field didn’t die out when the automabiie
wis invented.

Zesides, if these machines get tog uppity,
we can always puil the plug on ‘sm.

HOTLINE: You ¢an’'t buy Deep Thought at
yeur local coamputertand, but “SPCS
Chess" {For IBM, $35) claims a rating of
1,800, whichis goad eneugh to beat 39% aof
all players, |t’s made by Scandinavian PC
Systems {301-294-7450}.

A few other popular ciess programs you
can play on your computer at hame are
"3argon 3," “Sargom 4" (Spinnaker, all
fermats, §20-590) and "Chessmasier 2000"
and "Chessmaster 2100" {The Software
Toociwarks, ail formats, $40-$50%

You can even play chess on your Nintendo
with "The Chnessmaster® [High Tech
Expressions, 212-941-1224, $50).

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY...
ON COMPUTER
By Dan Gutman

The sticker on the front of the package
reads: "RECOMMENDED FOR MATURE
AUDIENCES." Tipper Gore is even having
an eftect on computer saftware!

Knawing full weli that "mature audiences"
means tha less mature you are, the more
you want it, my trembling fingers ripped
at the wrapper. Normaily | tass new
tomputer games that arrive in the mail
inte & big olle in my closet. This one, |
dacided, was worth edwmining further.

'Bar Games" (Accolade, 408-385-1700, tor
|BM, $40) is the most sexist and tasteless
game to come along since "lLeisure Suit
Larry in The Land ot the Lounge
Lizards.” Personally, i loved it

Basically, it's a disk filied with five games
that traditionaily take piaca In bars,
whare--the instructions read--"men are
men and woman are glad of it.”

You may want to start things, off with
*pick 'Up Artist," wnich tests yaur wit
and charm as you attempt to mesat variaus
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women and get three at them to go outon
a date with you. Unfortunately, you can't
type in your own pick up linas--you have
tg chocse from among the ones offered.
Your success (s based on your ability to
thoose the right diaiogue with the right
waman.

Whether you strike out or score, you can
then participate in that classic piece of
Americana-—-the wet t-shirt contest. Here
you drop buckets of water cn the heads
of the contestants {men and wamen) while
avoiding the bowiing baiis and barbelis
that are being mysteriously dropped an
YOU.

The more revealing your victims become,
the harder it is to drench them.

Then there's "Last Call,” in which you
have tc slide a beer mug dawn the bar so
that it stops in front of thz patron who
ordered it=-a skill we can all aspire %o
master.

Before stumbling home, you can play a
little air hackey and a dice jame against
well-endowed, albeit computer-generaled
barfiies.

"Bar Games" coatinues a long lins of
computer games that are compilations of
little computer games. The first, and most
successful, was "Summer Gzmes™ {Epyx,
all tormats), in which payers would
compete in swimaing, diving and trick
and tield events.

Epyx followed it up, naturally, with
"Winter Games,” which consisted of ski
jumping, skating, biathien and other cold
weather events. Next came ™California
Games" (skateboarding, reller skating,
dirt biking) and "Worid Games" {barrel
jumping, iren pumping, bull riding).

Then things started getting silly.
Mindscape offered up “Aussie Games,"”
which leatured typical Australian sporting
evenis such as the beer bottle sheoot,
boamerang toss, marlin fishing and a
beily-whacking competition.

Artworx gave us "Hightand Games,” where
the nammer throw, weight tess, tug o’war
and ather Scottish games were faatured.
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| thought the trend might have reacned
its natural cenciusion when Eiectronic
Arts released "Caveman Ugh-Lympics.”
Yau can probably aredict the avents:
ciubbing, dinosaur vauiting, firemaking,
sabertooth tiger racing and my pearsonal
favarite, "mate throw."”

Where, when and it this compilation thing
will end is anybody & guass. It npicking
up women and dropping water on their
heads can be turned inta a competition, |
supposa ANYTHING is fair game..

HOTLINE: If you were truly born to shop,
"L ittle Shoppers Kit" will get you started.
This new program--a simulaticn of how a
store works--was created by 16848
Massachusetts Teachers of the Year,
Phyliis Kalowski and Liz Deila Paolera. A
first grade class can use it, with each
child taking a difHerent Joa--cashier,
bagger, manager, etc. The computer tracks
cash, unhits sald and receipts. The
program even comes with piay money,
shepping bags and other necessities for
going into business. “Little Shoppers Kit"
($110) is available tor Appie li from Tom
Snyder Productions, 617-876-4433...

Electronic Arts has reicased “Lakers vs.
Celtics and the NBA Playoffs” [1BM, $50)
2 five-on-five basketball game witl

players that actually resemble Kareem.
Jordan, Bird, and Isiah Thomas.
HYPRE-TECH
WHAT'S TODAY' UTION?

By Can Gutman

Fitty years ago, 3CA president Davic
Sarnoff switched on the first schedulec
telecast and proclained teievis.on to be, "3
new art, so important in its implications
that it is bound to affect all society.”

An cverblown, hypeg-up prediction, to be
sure. But Sarnoff was right. Teievision
changed the world.

Since then, the :ansumer electronics
industry hasn’t missed an opportunity te
trumpet every little gadget and gizmo as
the next revolutionary breakthrough that
will make the planet a bettar place to live.

The computer field is particularly
hype-happy. These are just a few of the
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wrevalutions" that jodrnaiists have been
alerted to recently...

--"Compten's Multidedia Encyciopedia”
‘ram Britannica, who boast: “Not since
Gutenberg originated the method of
arinting from movabla type has there been |
such a signiticant  innovation in
publishing.”

Mow, this encyclopedia on a compact disc
IS an exciting deveiopment, but to
campare it with the imvantion of printing
is a little bit of a stretch, don't you
think?

-—The Anstrad Word Processor. "The
greatest ieap in consumer slectronics
cince the hand held calcuiator,” claims the
manufacturer.

come off it, guys This & a word

procassor. It's not the first ward
processor. It's not the only word
Processor. It's just ANOTHER word
processo’.

--Personal wWriter 15 (a devicae that allows
computer users to write on 2 tablet and
sea the words appear on the computar
screen). "The next computer ravolution
is at hand.”

_-NEC's Turba Grafx video game system.
"t's a quantum jeaa aver and above any
sthar entertainment system.™ A publicity
person ‘or NEGC left that one an my
telephone answering machine.

—-Rlcoh's new printer architecture. “will
revolutioniza the development, use and
marketirg of laser arinters,” says Ricch,

in the hands of a high-tech publicity
department, ANY new product  is
nrayglutionary,” "a breakthrough™ and "a
quantum feap over and above everything
that came before,”

|t almast seems lika the LESS signiticant
the product is, the more amazing it &
touted to be.

Evary day, my mailbox is stuffed with
press releases announcing a few new
“revolutions™ that will change life as we
know it. | think there have been about
three hundred revelutions in tha last few
months. And that's a sonservative
estimate.
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Who do they think they're kidding? Are
reporters so dumb that they're guing to
tall for this stuff and print it as fact? Is
tte public so gullible that they’re going
to accept zvery new widget as the
greatest thing since sliced bread? (Now
THERE was a revolution!)

We’'ve been blessed with a bumper crop of
RZAL revalutionary elestronic products in
the jast decade. In six years, tha compact
disc has ccmpietely changed the way
peaple listen to music, for instance, Last
wask | read that Phil Coilins® new release
wiil be the first aibum that will not even
he manufactured as a viny! record.

The fax machine is changing the way we
live and work. Sa arg camcorders,
telephone answering machines, and, of
course, personal computers. Someday
we'll be telling our wide-ayed children
and grandchiidren about the “olden
days" before wa had these necessities.

It's easy to lose sight of the REAL
revoiutions when we're flooded with
inposters on a daily basis.

TRICK OR TREAT SOFTWARE: "Don't Go
Alane” (Accolade, for 1BM, 540) is a new
tole—playing game in which you have to
prove that an old mansion is haunted,

vou can aise scare tne daylights out of
yourself with "Grave Yardage®
|Activision, for 1BM, $35), an hysterical
new football game whare pilayers usa
ciaws, knives, clubs and land mines to get
into the end zone. i's all in good fun,
sut be certain to get your dead oft the
‘ield befors the next play begins.

Brain Teasers

{. What is it that gecurs once in a second,
ance in a month, once in acentury, yet not
at atl in a year or week?

2. A bookkesper noticed there ware two
consacutive double 'etters in the word
palloon. She found other examples, such as
woolly and spittoon. Then she tried to
think of a word with three consecutive
pairs of deuble letters. She couldn’t think
of any. Can you? Answers are page 2 but
you'!l have to ook for It.
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