D - BITS

PHILADELPHIA ARER USERS GROUP MEWSLETTER
COVERING THE TISS/3R
AND MYARC 2648 COMPUTERS

AUG/SEPT 1985

| To FALL Back into Computing.
b '/./Du,st off your Machine after

the Long HOT!! Summer and
become Active in Our Group

' R - e e ITITT T TTITT) e
Sirvenions o il LI ...




THE PHILADELPHIA AREA TI—§9/4A USERS” GROUP (AUG~SEPT ’88)

.--

The Philadelphia Area TI-9%/48 Users® Growp gests
tuice 2 sonth. On the first Saterday of any given aonth,
we ceet at the Bucks County Youth Developsent Center,
(YOC, which is next to Neshaminy Mall), Administration
Building, beginming at 18488 as. Op the third Saturday
of each sonth, we meet at LaSalle University, Z28th Dlney,
in roos H-329 located in  the Science Building.
Nesbership to The Philadelphia Area TI-99/48 Users’ Group
is available to all. We invite anyone that is interested
in the TI-99/8A4 to visit us. Stop in and see what is
available to you for your |[I and how mesbership can
benefit you!

Current exscutive board consists of:

PRESIDENT...zsuu-... Don Arsenault..... 215-348-g444
VICE PRESIDENT...... Mlan Silversteen. ?15-885-7914
SECRETARY..cvnssus.a Mark Wannop....... 689-345-1774
TREASURER. ».v.uvvees Tom D’Annunzio,... 215-947-7353

Committees consists aof:

TI-d-BIT5 ..., . Ralph Field......, 215-342-2534
Don Arsenault..... 215-368-g444
Bill Hughes
Rice Hall
Ted Chesey........ 215-752-1458
Newton Staliaan

HEMBERSHIP ... Bill Hughes

ASSISTANT TREASURER. Frank Passini

EDUCATION .... Barry Traver

Frank Passini

Ted Cheaey

Tin Coyne

Carlo Angelico
EQUIPHENT ..,. Rice Hall
PROGRAN ...... Br. Eric Bray

LTBRARY ......

" REMENBER to be considerate when calling any of the
above people. Lieit your calls to the egarly evening
hours. (4pm to 9pa)

The cpinions expressed herein are those of the
individual authors are not necessarily those of the
Phiiadelphia Area TI-99/4A Users’ Group or its officers.
Nor is the Philadelphia Area TI-99/44 Users’ Broup or any
of its  officers respomsible for any  damage,
inconvenience, or loss which may resull as a conseguence
of the use of any written material herein.

"

1i-d-Bits is published wonthly by the Philadelphia
Rres  TI-99/48  Users®  Growp, P.0. Box 184Bt,
Philadeiphia, PA 19120, All material herein may be
reprinted freely by other non—profit User Broups, tunless
otherwise stated), as long as proper credit is given to
both source and authar. Contributions are encouraged,
but no paysent is made. FEditorial, advertising, and
classified, copy MUST be in by the LAST day of the
previous amonth. You can either mail your copy to:
TI-d-Bits, c/u The Philadelphia Area TI-99/44 lUsers’
broup, P.0.Box 18484, Philadelphia, PA 19128 or send it

-via andes by contacting Don Arsemault at (215)-348-9444,

If your piece contains any diagrass, charts, or code,

. send a paper copy AT FINAL PUBLICATION SIIE.

Classified ads are grinted in hklacks, & block
conzisiz of ¥ lines, 55 characters wide, or any incresent
of 3 lines. Classified advertising is accepted froa
meabers at MO CHARBE for 2 onme block ad, per issue.
fidditional ads froa sesbers may he placed at cnst of
$1.06 per block. MNon-meabers may plate classified ads at
i cost of $2.98 per block. AlL advertisements MUST be
paid for in advance,

Commercial advertising is accepted for publication at
the folloning rates:
Quarter page ..... % J.88
Half page «vuuuuno § 8,88
Full page vuueeeas $15.88
Coasercial advertizesents will be placed in the next
available isswe, All advertisements KUST be paid for in
advance, -

The editor of TI-d-Bits or the executive board of The
Philadelphia area TI-99/4a Users’ Broup reserve the right
to reject any saterial submitted for publication for any
reasons,

The Philadelphia Area TI-99/4A Users® Group’s prograa
library is available to all active members at N0 CHARGE
for copying to your disk, A charge of $2.86 per disk is
nade for club supplied disks for mesbers, Non amesbers
a3y obtain ropies of the library for a fee of $5.08 per
disk, A catalog of the library's contents is given to
all new meabers upon request and updates will appear in
this publication from time to tise. To obtain aaterial
trom the library, contact the librarian for the best
procedure to obtain your requests,
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
By Don Arsenauit

LRSI ELLALREREINY

First oft, I want to thank all of our members who
heiped us and attended the damp Hae and Chips Fest.
Special thanks to Bill Bubeck who provided us with a
portable generator all day to power cur systes, and to
our Newsletter Editor, Ralph Field, who got soaked
helping out all day. Another special thanks to the
Coseodore 5IE who graciously provided a tarp to spread

between the vans at our spaces, which kept us reasonably
dry.

Many bargains were ta be had for those who braved the
weather, whirh included disks from our Public Dosain and
Freeware library, bargains in coemercial software fros
our group, and a coaplete almost brand new I system from
3 forrer T! esployee,

The new software for our systess keeps coming  and
coaing! MacFlix, +#rom Benial Software allows us to view
the nany MacPaint graghics on the TI-99/4A and the 9448,
and to convert them to TI-Artist and NYART foraats, as
well as print them out on the printer. an interesting
and handy conversion routine is included for use with the
PC-TRANSFER program, to convert the MacFaint pictures
froa PC foraat disks to our format.

Azgard software has released a new editor prograa
called PrEditor which is a text editor for programmer’s
use. It will run on the TI-99/43 and on the 9448 it rens
in 8% coluans, The prograe allows one to have two files
in memory at onre. Yo can switch back and forth between
thes, cut and paste between thea. It takes advantage of
the extra memory available in a Supercart or Mini-Mesory
for use as a larger text buffer. It offers amany hlock
manipulation functions which do not rely on you supplying
ling nuaters, rather you just mark the heginning and the
end of the block to be worked with, and all the block
operations are nearly instantanequs.

Another interesting ites from Asgard is called
DINBSAURS. It is a collection of diagsaur graphics,
tonts , backgrosad scenes, ete, in Tl-Artist foraat,

The first order of MYARC Hard/Floppy controllers were
delivered at the Septeaber aseeting, five members,
including wyself, now have added hard drives to our
systeas. Speaking of hard drives and hargains, if you
are in the market for a hard drive, see our VP Allan
Silversteen, +for information ahout prices. The latest
prices for new hard drives froe an acquaintance of his
are: Tandon 28 Meg - $178 , Tandon 3§ Meg - $175, Seagate
20 Meg _ 8175, all plus PA sales tax, The drives are all

‘o,

brand new and fully quaranteed form a local PL clone -

aanufacturer, The writer is the proud owner of two of
the 38 Meg drives, and they are performing great on »y
9548. 1f anyone is interested in 2 dess of thea in
pperation, get in touch with me, and we’i} set up a desg,

On the unpleasant side, there has recently been a lot
of things proposed by PACS which will have a great effect
on our SI6, PACS is currently attempting to get a tax-
exeapt status from the IRS, and in this process they have
demands. a1 copy of this letter, and aur reply is
included elsewhere in this newsletter, #e have to decide
KOW! what we are going to de in regard to this matter,
Please try to attend the October seeting when this will

. be discussed. Other matters to keep in aind include the

fact that as of nert sumeer LaSalle will no longer be
available for the PACS meetings, and whether we wish to
contisue to be officially associated with PASS.

Flease take time to read the letters from the PACS
treasurer, and our reply to hia, and help us to nmake a
decision as to what course we are to take in our TI
group.

ot §20 Fi¢ 014 314 314 914 3¢
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SECRETRRY'S NDTES
By P. Mark Wannop
ieelditeetiiaiii]

JULY HEETING NOTES
TI-D-BITS MEWSLETTER NENS

The TI-D-BITS NEWSLETTER will be on 3 bi-aonthly
sthedule during the sumser. What with vacations and
other family outings, catching up on hoze upkeep, and so
on, the asount of tise available to the newsletfer
decreases, It takes tiae {and volunteers) to key in
srticles that are not already in TI-Writer fora, as sell
as layout, graphics production, phatocopying, labeling,
mailing, and all the other !#$%4 that goes inte getting a
newsletter out! The TI-D-BITS usually runs 2§ pages in
length - auch larger than most club newsletters, I have
fits getling a 1¥ pager out every month for bepttard, and
I think Ralph does a fantastic job cn the TI-B-RIT§IM:

Incidently, you can help produce the nessletier; I'a
sure volunteers would be appreciated to type articles
fron other TI newsletters to disk, as well as other
jobs,,, Bive Ralph a call, his numder’s on page 2 of
T1-0-BITS, SRR

Mncther way you can help - WRITE AN ARTICLE!Y (The
unjversal newsletter editar’s :{y&!g)__  Co g

ERE S

—

the

75uhieft o

~ thnd while I'a oo producing
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newsletters, I’d like to express amazement on the DATA
BUS! The DATA BUS has grown greatly both in physical size
and page count in the past couple of years; there are a
greater range of articles in the magazine and it has
sohething for everybedy. And further improveaents are
not only contespiated, but planned to be isplementsd.
The amazing thing about it is that the magazine is
produced and mailed, every month, in under three wesks.
Lonsidering that commercial magazines copronly are
produced three aonths in advance, I find this very
impressive! 1 think Ron Stoloff and the other folks
Working on the nagazine are doing a fine jab!)

PRINTER’S APPRENTICE WORKSHOP EXPANDS

The Printer’s Apprentice workshops will expand to two
acetings a menth.  The wuseal workshap en  the firct
Saturdsy of the sonth at YOC will continue (This is the
usuai ‘“workshop and tutorial” marathon day, covering a
range of subjects); in addition, there #ill be a workshop
en Printer’s Apprentice on the THIRD TUESDAY, at 7:38
P.N.y also at YDE. (I’s glad it’s a Tuesday, as the
Deptford TI oroup aeets the third Menday; I’s genaa he
busier than a hound tn & flea circus the third week of
the gonth...) °YIC*, fer the uainitiated, is the Bucks
County Youth Developasat Center, by the Neshaminy Mall,

MYARC'S HARD/FLOPPY CONTRDLLER;
HARD DRIVES ON THE TI-99/4f AND GENEVE 9444

Kyarc has released a long-akaited piece of hardwuare,
and it looks like it was worth the wait! Fric Bray, who
is our 51875 representative with Myare, desonstrated the
card for us, and it is an impressive umit!

The card cosbines 2 floppy disk controiier capable of
running four floppies - up to 8 track (728K), 5.25% or
3.3%, plus controlling up to three XT or AT compatible
hard drivez of up to 128 aegs EACH in rapacity! Plus a
tape backug...

To begin with, you do NOT have to get rid of ynur old
disk controller; the new card can be used WITH your
present unit if you want to add lots of fioppies. In
this case, the new card’s floppies are designated 5,4,7,
and 8! Of course, if you don’t need all those floppies,
you could always sell your old card or hold onto it as a
backup.  (TASS 2608, a Tl-Artist slide-show progras, has
the capacity to access all 8 drives available.)

Hard disk managegzent has directories within
directories. The Rain directory  allows 114
sub-directories, each with 127 files. Moreover, each
sub-directory can have 114 HBRE sub-directories, and this
can go on,.,

Furthersore, Floppy disk management now  allows
sub-directories. From the main directory of a +loppy, up
ta three sub-dirsctories can bhe formed. The aain
directory amd the sub-directories can held 127 files
EACH. Obviously, this increases the amount of files on &
given disk greatly; 1 can think of uses already, CS6D
springing directly to eind...

There are three ways the hard drive ran esulate a
tleppys one is to create a sub-directory called “DSKi."
When one requests a file on the first drive, the unit
will check this sub-directory FIRST for the filenaae; if
it is not found, it will search the FLOPPY drive
gesignated DPSKI.  The second way is to create a
sub-directory called DSK, which would be used for those
programs written to look for specific disknames. The
third is an “esulate file”. A& MNyarc Bisk Manager 3
option allows ome to sector copy from floppy to hard disk
- the file is called an *esulate file". At any one time
you cas have one of these files active. It will emulate
BSK1.  {the designation of the fioppy drives will
incresent by 1}, and is useful for things like TELLD that
pften access a floppy drive,

At present, there is no “parking" program, as
different aanufacturers apparently ‘park® in different
EANNErs.

There is 3 set order in turning on the system with
the hard drive. Dne turns on the hard drive{s) firsi,
then any external floppies. MNext coses the P-f Box,
followed by the 99/%A conscle. Go in reverse order when
shutting down.

Hith the Geneve 9548, plug everything inte a power
strip and use the switch on the power strip to turn
everything on and off at oncel!)

Power requirements for hard drives  were also
discussed. A 3.3 half height hard drive will require
about 1.5 amps at start-up and from .6 to .9 asp running;
a 5,23 half-height hard drive needs roughly 2.5 amp
start-up and 1.2 to run; a full-height 5.25* hard drive -
needs a hefty 4 amps to get going and 2.2 to rup -
requiring a hefty power supply,

While the full height 5.25 hard drives can be found
at the lomest prices of the three, the cost of the power
supply would likely eat up any savings (plus more
electricity),  Eric sentioned that 3.5* half-height hard
drives can be found at reasonable prices if pne takes
tine to look, : ‘

The P-E Box power supply is not beefy encugh to

handle any hard drive without sodification; however, the
sodification is not too difficult, and could be done by e
‘someone with a bit of electronics experience,

Eric
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sentioned that one person replaced the 12 voit requiator
with a 5 amp capacity unit, using a 703 heat sink to
dissapate the extra heat. Some discussion was raised
concarning the capacity of the pawer transforeer; the
coaponent Tl used is a fairly hefty piece, and should be
safe. Dbviously, even with beefing-up sodifications, I
wouldn't ren eore than one hard drive with 2 half power
floppies {like TEAT 35Bs). For three hard drives and
eight floppies, you should plan on purchasing a few gond
power Lnits.,. And your own eleckric plant!

BENIAL TRAVeler REPORT

Barry Traver spoke briefly on his diskazine BEHIAL
TRAVelER, and other topics of interest. GENIAL TRAVelER
V2,82 will be released shortly and will provide twe
prograss for use with PR Bace. Bhen PR Base went froa
version 2.8 to 2.1, the format of the data disks was
thanged, enabling thes to be cataleged. (In version 2.4,
a catalog would pive @ "not imitialized" asssane on a
PR-Base data disk, leading to some unfortunate
OCcurances...). However, the procedure for converfing a
2.8 data disk to 2.1 feraat is tricky and requires a
sector editor - a procedure aany wouldn’t want to fool
vith. A prograa provided in TRAVeIER will do this
tonversion easily. '

Even with the new foraat, PR Base 2.1 allows the disk
controfler to “think" that # sectors have been used on
the disk, even if it cantains data; another prograe in
this issue adds protection to address this prables. '

This issue wWill lighten up a tad and feature scee
high-quality gases hy Barry and oDther excellent
prograaasrs,

Another curipus progras slated for TRAVelER 1s one
that will allow one to aodify an IB&SIC prograa While
runnxngt’)

Barry passed around a price sheet for Asgard Software
products; Barry represents fsgard to our group (as well
a5  his own Software publishing company Eenial
Computerware) and offers their releases at  special
discount prices.,

The John Calvin Traver project is done, with a
package of ¥ “flippies" offered for $20.98. This set
features high-quality fairsare pragraes,

Barry is offering a break on subscriptions to
MICROpendiue to group members; also, Barry announced he
will be doing a series in Coeputer Shopper on extended
Extended BASICs. There are a variety of prograss that
add to the versatility of TI’s Extended BASIC. These
include: STAR, written by Mike Riccio of our group:

Extended Display Package; Triton Super Extended Basic;

Mechatronic X911+, imported from Gersany; SIB  {Super
Extended Basicl; DEP; String Master; Myarc IBiI, and
Barry’s $XB. Al of these add extra features to Extended
BASIC; the features depend on the prograa used. (in
additien to these, there are 6K Utilitys 1 and 2, for
folks with oraa Krackers.)

SPEAK AND KATH and PHRASE

Frank Passini displaved a progras package he wrote
which runs under Extended BASIC and requires the speech
synthesizer, and TI's Text-To-Speech program for the
"Phrase" portion. Gpeak amd Math emulates the TI
hang-held educational game for childrem; it gives
aathematics prableas both by speech synthesis and on the
screen,  The screen dispiay is very nicely designed, as
well. The Phrase portion allows cne to esler any phrase
and see how the synthesizer pronounces it. Due to the
progranaing of the synthesizer’s rom, one often has to
speil phonetically tn have the syathesizer proncunce it
'right. Once you have found the best saunding
tombination of letters and have modified intonation using
various punctuation marks (covered in the Text-To- -Speech
manual, and tp 3 degree in the Terminmal Emelator I
nanual), you can note down that combination for wse in
your prograss.

The Test-To-Speech package is still copyrighted by TI
and has not beem placed in Public Deaain; the user would
have to own it to ren this program. However, Terry
Atkinson has writen a2 fairware oprograa  using
Text-To-Speech files, and Barry Traver has goiten writtea
authorization from 71 to wuse the Text-To-Speech files
with  this program (it may be upcoming on GENIAL
TRAVelER). 1f a user legaily omns this fairware program,
he has the Text-To-Speech files...,

Frank also showed & graphics deao call Wave Power.
This is a siaple but eye-catching dean of undulating wavy
lines resiniscent of an ocean, while the TI logo swims
about Yike a fish in the sea. Lfute, but it can make one
EBASICK. ., :

HAN N° CHIPS IN AUBUST

Pugust brings the annual PACS HAW N° CHIPS festival.
What’s that, you say? Well, it's sert of a mini *Trenton®
test, a fiea market at which all of us can find bargains
on new ang used computer equipteant and supplies. The
PATIUG (PACS TI SIB) will have a table this year; meabers
are encouraged to bring their wuoneeded equiptaent to
sell. In addition, there will be aany vendors available.
This will take the place of the reqular August _meeting, -
so cone on out and do some bargaln huntlng' R

1 HEARD IT AT THE APPLE HEET!NE (HGNEST')
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After the TI eeeting was over, I noticed I had tiae
to stick ey nose in (for the first tipe) at the Apple
Main Meeting. It was from the fellow running the meeting
that we all heard of a revolutionary new version of BAGIC
known  as  PROCRASTINATOR’'S BASIC. It features the
conditional statement IF - THEN - ELSE - MAYBE - ON THE
OTHER  HAND - SOMEDAY... It’s a very conditional
language. ..

NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE
DEPTFORD DOIN’S

The July meeting of the 9%+ Express group featured
the beneve computer. Mesbers who own 5448°s showed off
the prograss, and Mike Riccio was “borrowed® to show off
the new Myarc hard/fleppy disk controlier!

The Jersey Shore chapter of DVUG has decided to break
away frea DVUB, and has entered into an affiliation with
99+ Express; what this aeans is that they will receive
the 99+ Eupress newsietter for the cost of printing and
postage {and also contribute material to it...}. As this
cost will be less than the portion of their yearly dues
forcerly sent to Christiana (where the DVUG newsletter is
produced), this arrangement is fimancially beneficial to
Jersey Shere. In addition, both South dersey groups plan
on occasional co-sponsored events.

This brings the twe South Jersey TI groups under the
same loose ‘“umbrella”; DVUE currently has chapters in
Christiana and Dover, Delaware.

CONPUTER SHOPPER NOTES

Conputer Shopper remains the only newstand magazine
with any in-depth coverage of either the TI-99/4A or the
beneve 9448, I haven’t quoted fron the TI-Forua coluan
tor awhile, so let’s take a look at what's been said...

The June edition, along with a bit of the “gee, we're
still here and going strong this many years after that
awful day in October® sart of thing {okay, I've written
that bit ayself; it’s getting a tad tired by now,
though), there’s a lict of results of a survey of 766 T]
users, cuanleted by Ali tingers of the North Coast 9ers
1n Omo, as printed in the Charlotte 11-99/44 Users Broup
newsietter iwhew!},

The “average® TI owner is a@ale, over 25, with a
college degree.  He is seli-eaployed or a profecsional,
uses a cosputer at work, and has two TH's (one may be at
warkl. Oniy one system typically is fully expanded, with
standard TI equipaent (32, TI RS232, TI Controller, and
one single-side full height drivel; he may have an
external drive as well. Printer is amost often a Star

emini, and he has about 25 acdules. He plays games, ang

faniliarity with the other.

uses TI-Writer; most prograsaing, if any, is in Extended
BASIC.  His amodes is usually 398 baud. The “typical®
user has no third party equipment, whether it be P-E
Card, external keyboard, mouse, or shatever...

TI-BASE FROM TEXAMENTS

The Awgust Ti-Forua holds some news of interest for
folks who have been looking for a better database for the
Tl. TI-Base from Texaments (53 Center Street, Patchoque,
NY 11772) looks and acts similar to dBase iI, found on
N5/D05 machines,

The package costs $24.95, plus $2.56 shipping; you
get a program disk ples a tutorial disk, a 36 page
sanual, and a keyboard overlay strip, The prograa
requires X-BASIC, CA, or Mini-Memury, 32K, and at least
ohe disk drive. It isn’t copy srotected, so it can be
transfered to hard disk,

The fact that it esulates dase I so closely with a
48k machine is rather resarkable, and is cited as an
excellent eyaaple of efficient prograsaing. The prampt
is the "dot® fasiliar to dBII. To create a database,
type "CREATE DSKx.DATABASE®, x being the drive nusber,
DATABASE being the chosen nase. Each database may have
up to 17 fields, up to 233 characters/field, and 16129
records per database, disk space persitting. Feilds are
specified as character, nuseric, or date field types.
Grce yow are zet up, hit “execute® (FCTN 93 and the
tesplate is stored and you can enter data at this tize.

To use an already created database, type °USE
DSKx.DATABASE®.  You can APPEND (add records), EBIT
existing records, or DELETE existing records. When one
deletes a record it is flagged ipactive; it can be
restored using RECALL,

If you really want to get rid of “deleted” records,
use PACK, which erases deleted records and resorts the
database,

A full range of sathematic operaters are supported,
from add, suitract, divide, and muitiply, to algebraic
(LOB, S8R, SIN, LOS, TAN) to Bonlean {less than, greater
than, “not", ‘“and", "or", etc.). Eguations aay contain
variabies, which may be sanipulated at any time.

TI-Base also contains its own comsand lanquage. One
can write database functions and procedures in this
language, with prograss wp te 158 lines or so, I longer
pregrans are needed, one can ‘nest® prograss (have pne

program cali another). Therefore, cosplex programs can L
be written in amodular fors. The 45 commands are kY
generally the sane as dBI1 coamands with 2 few ainor ;.

esceptions.  Faailiarity with one program will bring’
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Up to FIVE databases can be opened at once. Data nay
be exchanged and manipulated between current records of
any uper databases at one time. FRon Albright opines that
this is as close to "relational” as aost applications
wiil ever need,

Texasents states that there will be a "public domain
library of database applications and routines written
using the TI-Base command language.®

There are seae limitations to the programs only 17
fields, which say be skispy in some applications; print
output seeas lieited; the manual could be beefier; and
sort is limited to one form (at one point, albright says
"descending”; at ancther he say "ascending’... it’s one
of thess...}.

Ribright also mentioned he found no way to iaport
data froa other sources, pointing out it would be helpful
to some dplks if it would accept a standard comma
delineated or sther ASCII data file.

§till, Ren Albright found this an excellent prograa
at a hargain price; it tertaiply sounds interesting!

don Iittrain mentions the Paradige BES (PBBS) by Mike
Kiable and Travis Watford. It runs on the Ti-99/4A, and
is based on Scctt Darling’s earlier program. Users can
select any line length for word wrapping. The sysop has

2 screens; a 48 column which duplicates what the user

sees, plus a 28 coluen sysop inforaation screen.  Thase
aay be toggied back and forth,

The progras requires a special cable to jmmediately
disconnect and detect hangups; other BBS programs use
sipilar wiring,

Loading is assisted by an assesbly routine that
greatly shortens loading time of the X-BASIC programs.
The Paul Charleton XMODEM routines are used, with Watford
planning to re-write thea "for more efficient transfers*.
{I nmight sention that Mike Riccie found that the
Charleton IMOOEN code for BBS’s doesn’t werk properly
with sther (non-TI} coeputers. Mike wrote his gwn $MODEM
routines for his COM-LINK BBS program, which do mork with
any computer using XMODEM.)

The authors are busily writing sore asseably code to
iaprove the program further. Kisble #ill send the latest
version  for  $5.68, with fairware registration and
additional docusentation for $38,60. Address is [@@@
Hyatt Avesue, Coluebias, South Carolina 29263.

- THE CRYPIDLIHERICK

Last tlIES-

- vendors, but they are to'be coasended for being - thers! &

An amosba naaed Sam and his brother
Here having a drink with each other
In the pidst of their guatfing
They split their sides laughing
And each of thee now is a aother

K IYIAT SYFZ BHLHAT HA XBHAK
BKP K RFFGHAT RYM MBIZBE EJXB RHAK
BHP QREFMHXVP IFAW
IY XYEF IV KA FANW
UJKIF PINKFAGL...
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SECRETARY’S NOTES
By P. Mark Manncp
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IT WAS A DARK AMD STORMY DAY..

I' was still a tad tired when I opened sy syes; } had
spent the previous evening giving a taik on disk drives
at the Apple club in Cherry Hill, #nd 1 awoke to a dark
roumj this did not bode well for the PACS Coaputer Flea
Market that was to take place that very day. A look out
the window confireed ay worst suspicions,  “Jeepers® I
thought as I saw the rain coming down. ({Actually, I
didn’t think “Jeepers”; however, this is a fanily
pagazire...). As | made breakfast I was wondering i4
anvone even bathered to show up.  “Heck, am [ even going
to show up?" 1 thought, as I speared a Roody sausage,

Stortly after, 1 found ayself driving up Dlney,
heading to La Salle. It had been an odd sort of ride -
an electrical 1line was down aiong Rt. 139, causing two
lanes to be closed at one point; at several locations
cruspied autoacbiles were parked up on the curb, Even
WFIL wWasn’t on the air, except for an unaodulated
carriery 1 found eyself wondering if rack DJs continued
to play records and habhle inressantly even when they
touldn’t be heard... And ay hopes for the Computer Flea
Market sank ever lower.

fs [ walked up Olney from 19th street, sy spirits
were lifted; 1 could see several rayal blue tarpaulins
haisted upon supporting poles! Some hardy vendors had
braved the rain and were npen fur busmesst

hi’f\ .' 2

Due to the poor ueather,wzthere were anly a feu

Sule were familiar faces the sase good folks who su ly:
A TR Sy £ |
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PRCS members every month with disks, books, coaputer
cards, and other goodies; others were there just for the
day. .

| wandered through, Iooking for the TI group, whith
had planned on taking space at the fiea market. I
wondered if 1 would find them out there, or if they were
in the norsal weeting room, or if they were thers at
all... There at the upper end of the ot [ found Don,
faiph, and other members! The TI 5IG was out, under a
combination of vans and tarps. The club library was
there, cosputer powered by a gassiine generator, and
topies were being wade. The club library had been rather
active that day, in fact. There were new things added to
it, many cosing from the clesing of Pilgrins Fride’s
retail store; all the public dowain and freeware programs
from that store were incorporated. There were ajso
commercial coftware packages for sale at attractive
prices. Despite the poor weather, the flea Market had
been better attended than one would have thought,
Belieing my eariier feelings, it turned out to be worth
getting to, after all! However, one thing upset me a
tad... [ was told that the Data Bus deadline was the
Zind! TWG DAYS away!!! HhatEVER was I goine to write
about?7?

ARCHIVER 3.1

Thera is a new Archiver available for the TIy it is
also in our qroup’s library, It isa completely new
program, as version Z.4 was too large ta rewrite
etficiently, The new progras has several improvements.

The Fack/Cospress and Unpack/Decoapress can now both
be done as a single step. You can even Fxiract selacted
files from a compressed archive., Of tourse you can still
archive without compression, The prograa is  168%
toepatible with v2.4. It autosatically detects whether
or not an archive is compressed, and acts accordingly.

Lompression has been optimized, and compression
yields are slightly greater than with v2.4.

There has been a View Text file option added and the
ment systea is "friendlier” with the main memu showing
all options. The program uses defaults everymhere, You
can nov dusp ratalogs to a printer froa Catalog and
Arcfile cossands. You are told how sany files are listed
plus how eany sectors are used, so you have an idea how
sany sectors wiil be needed to Unpack/Decompress an
archive, It is set up to be included on your Funnelweb
disk, and includes a "Load FW" option. There is a
concise but- informative docusentation flle with the
prograa,

~ This is !. fairware progran; pI@ése support the

author.

DEPTFORD BOIN’S
COMIC SHOW EDITOR

Here’s a howl of & program I saw demonstrated at
Deptford’s 99+ Express meeting... The Comic Show Editor,
slightly re-written and translated froa its original
beraan by Ray Hazmer (the fellow who did the Woudstock
Christsas animation Barry desonstrated last year) is a
fairware progran that does sosething wnusual for the T1,
although not uncomaon on ather sachines. Basirally what
it does is create anisation by rapidly re-drawing the
screen.

fost animation on the TI has been done with sprites;
being readily available and versatile, they genarally
fill the need for most applications. Hawever, sprites
are limited in size, Referring once again to the
Woodstock program, the bird is  roughly the size
limitation of a single sprite. Sprites cas be ganged
together, but they do not move exactly sigultanesusly
unless special routines are used (such as are found in
Mike Riccio's 5TAR package), The Cosmodore 44 and 128,
and the Atari 8-Bit oachines also use sprites.

Anisation on the Apple and some other computers is
generally accomplished by redrasing the graphics screens
sad 'flipping® Lhea (ihe Apple having tsg graphics
streenst. As slightly different versions of 3 scene are
shown progressively, animation is created, such like the
individual drawings photographed to eake an anjsated
cartoon., This has the disadvantage of requiring the
prograsmer to sake @ series of screens. It has the
advantage of allowing the ENTIRE screen to be anisated
simuitanipusly,

{To caver all bases, I should seation that there is a
sprite buard avallable in “bare board" fors that give
fipples sprite capability, It uses the SAME 99184 Viden
Display Processor {VDP) chip found in the 99/4p.
Needless to say, this is not a coasman accessory, and |is
not a norpal way of animating on the Apple.)

The Comic Show Editor enahles the TI user to creste
tull screen anisation from TI-Artist pictures. You peed
to have at least two slightly different versions of a
picture to create animation with this package, and can
use up to no wmore than 106. The animaticn is done ip
loops, that is, once all screens have been shown, it will

jugp back to the first screen. For that reason, pictures
are loaded into the Editor in ascending order to the last -
in the series, then loaded again in descending order, =

saking a seooth animation foop. Only the black ind wh'
|n¥brnatlan (P filea) of T! Art:st are used.
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The quality of anisation depends on the person doing
it. If you use, say, 89 to 12 pictures to raise a
character’s arm, you cowld canceivably get aniaation as
smooth as vintege Disaey or Fleischer, [# you use only 3
or 4 pictures to do the same aotien, you’ll get
Hanna-Barbera quality animation. The more work ome puts
in, the better the result. The speed of the animation is
controlled by the - and + keys,

Note that the screens all HAVE to be done previously
using TI-Artist. The progras merely compiles thes and
croanizes thes so that they can be run on the screen
rapidly. It does NOT do “inhetweening" (creating
pictures “inbietween® a beqinning and a closing screenl.

This is a Fairware program, and is now in our
library, The suggested Fairware donation is - hold on -

THD BLCKS!!!
COMPUTER SHOPPER NOGTES

The Septeaber TI FORUM in Cosputer Shopper wWas 2
turipus beast; Barry Traver’s last installmest of his
*Extending Extended BASIC® series. Jdon litirain limited
hieseit to introducing Barry and Ron Albright’s sections
of the column, but the way he introduced "Ron’s Fart®
segned to say more thas the sum of the words...

"The following article about Jerry Price and Tex-Comp
is Ron's part of this sonth’s coluen, written =olely by
Dr. Rlbright; I (JI! do not necessarily endorse or
subscribe to the information and  views contained
therein.”

Iittrain does not elaborate further on his apparent
reservations, and of course, 1 cannot presume to know
what he Rad in pind when writing the above; however, I do
know that Kr. Price and Tex-Copp have been objects of
tontroversy in the past, including in our own Eeetings,

Ron Albright begins his section again by recalling
the Day Is Brtaber That T1 Drphaned The TIi-99/48, and
then goes inte a long tribute to Hr. Jerry Price and
Tex-Coap, It is pointed out that the company has been
around alamost as long as the Ti computer, and remains a
major mail order source of prograas and supplies for the
99/44, as well as maintaining 4 walk-in retail outlet in
Los dngeles. It is also pointed out that many T1 omners
are nat in wser groups, and Tex-Lomp is 2 major source of
product and inforeation for those folks. The article is
probably one of the best testimonials 1°ve ever seen in
print for any coapany.

Hawever, I think for those wha may not have been with
us for aore than a couple of years {or say have forgotten
the earlier articles), I should halance the high praise

given by Dr. Albright with soee caveates..o

What appears below was originally posted on the
Philly TIEBS BBS, 11/28/83, and was written by Past
Fresident Toa Burie,

The following is a ‘letter To The Editor" that
appeared in the October ’85 issue of SUPER 99 MONTHLY,
{reprinted here with persission). It is pretty weil
self-explainatory and shows a very real probles with ope
of the =ajor TI preduct distributors, nawely Tex-Coep, |

_ have dealt with Tex-Coap twice in the past and 1 will
- never do so again. My decision far NOT continuing

relations with Tex-Coep came weil before the prohlea
putlined below. This only inqrained ay feelings deeper
and 1 want to get the word out to as many T] users as 1|
possibly can so that they do NDT support a cospany with
cuch low sorals as Tex-Comp protrays.

To the Editor,

Thank you very much for your response (July 83 issue)
to ay last letter. Our T1 Mational Users Assoriation ot
€anada is growing daily and response to both of pur
treeware packages (DBM-1888 and 2D- Graphicsi is almsost
gvervhelping. He'd appreciate vyour help with the
following probles.

fur  DOttasa TI-99/44 User &roup feels iis heen
grievously wronged by Tex-Coap in that they have used our
freeware package {namely DM-1438) as a proantianal ites
for another of their products. To add insult to injury,
they altered our LOAD program to indicate it was
rightfully distributed by thee and at the sase time
deleted our ‘froewsre’ notice! Alsp ipcluded in the
Tex-Cosp package (which one of our aeshers ordered) was a
notice that the source code for DM-1686 could be
purchased fros thee far the sea of $7.5¢ 4.5,

Ne would like your readers to know that our group
purchased DK-1898 and its source code froa Bruce Caren in
May of this year and released it as freeware in June, We
will, in fact, bhe releasing the first update to the
program at the Chicago T] Faire on Nov., 2nd, Source and
object code for it are available as 'freeware’ to anyone
contacting me through pur User droup or directly at the
address given above. Donations for the progras can be
wade by cheque to The Treasurer {Dttawa TI User 6roup).
We are not requesting & set amount for it as we fee]
users themselves should be the Judqe of its worth.

fur hope is that Tex-Comp will make reparat:un' for
this serious error in judgesent on their part. I¢ they
don’t, we hope you and other -T1 publications will 4o
~ whatever you can to try to make it right, Response from
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Tlers in Engiand, Eanada, Australia and the U.5. has
indicated that the Freeware concept can work. I hope
Tex-Lomp will see the light too!

Sincerely,
{signature}

Bob Bocne

Past President
fttawa TI-99/44 U.6G.,
Box 2144 Statien D
Dttawa, Ontario
Canada KIF SN3

As you can see, this was grinted in a national TI
oriented publication. In addition, I was told of another
incident involving Tex-Comp at the tige the above was
written, Ore of PATILG's better known members sent to
Tex-Coap in response te an ad offering all the Scott
fidaes adventures at an attractive price. HWhat our member
expected to receive were the original disks, as sold by
Tl; what he did get was all the files copied ta one disk!

 Needless te say, the purchaser did not feel he had
gotten what he asiked for. Even if Tex-Comp secsehow got

pereission froa TI and Scott Adams to do this, it should
have beean stated so in tha ad.

fs [ say, I dan’t know [Zittrain's reasons for
disaseaciating  himself from  Albright’s unfailingly
pasitive cosaents on Tex-Cosp; however, since [ as amWare
of the incidents quoted abeve, I feel it is only fair to
air beth sides of the story,

For those interested in what Tex-Comp may carry,
their address is P,0. Bos 33884, Granada Hills, LA 91344;
Phone (B10) 366-0631. The catalog is $2.88, with a $5.86
tredit given on the first order.

You pays your maney and you takes ysur choice...

OTHER TI SUPPLIERS

The following coapanies have not had, to ay
knowledge, any controversy attached to their business
practices; 1 feel it 1is only fair to include their
addresses alse, it for ap other reason than that very
fact.

Tenex,

P.0. Box 4578,

South Bend, IN 4b448;
Fhone (G#3) 348-2788.

Triton,

P.0. Box 8123,

San Francisco CA 94128;
Phone (E66) 227-690%

Hueen Anne Coaputer Shop,

6142 Roosevelt Way N.E., Seattle WA GBI13;
Phone (286} 522-5358 voice/

{286) 361-2893 BES (PL Pursuit areal.

L.L. Conrer Enterprise,
1321 Ferry Street, Lafaystte, IN 47984;

. Phone (317) 742-8146 or (317} 4234879,

Braatss,
719 E. Byrd Street, Appieton, WI S49%l;
catalog %1.89, specify 99/4A.

Filorims Pride,

Hatboro PA:
{215) §41-42424

They've gone [BM clone, but will special order TI stuff
if possible...

Except as noted, [ don't know catalog costs; i you
write these coapanies, & stamped seif-addressed envelope
in & NiCe COurtesy... :

WHAT? ANOTHER CRYPTOLIMERICK?...
Last time's..,.

A young poet living in China
Has a feeiing for rhythe such fina
His limericks tend
To toze to an end
Buite suddenly...

REBUB XYI YA HND KYA H 7R, SBBI
TEH XYI IRWAF HA REB YUK S ¥ XYIC
IFRA YIPRO, *OHRI MR EWUR?®
EB UBCHMBO, "AH MR DHBIA’R;

WK IH FNYD MR XYIA'R Y EHUABR.®
- INMU YNNNMYK ZLEXBAP FMNSBUR

Hang In There..

HRBEDARBAR(
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BERInn
IKPACT-99
T.1. Happenings
by Jack Sughrue
Box 439
E Douglas MA 91514
tetistpilesniiili

G0OD OLD DAYS ARE CONING BACK!

Renesber those good old days of 1962-84 when there
were loads of books and aagazines for us Tiers? When we
could buy text materials for our cosputer faster than we
could read them?

Methinks these days aay be returning. At least a
little,

At recent fairs and meetings I’ve attended there has
been lots of talk sbout the disappearing textware in the
T1 coasunity, No sore books. Mo sore magazines. Ho
fore, ..

Bctually, there is sore good, inteiligent, useful TI
stuff being written for textwars today than there was
four or five years ago. It’s just that most of it is
being written by users in user groups, not by some writer
In an ivory tower sosewhere. Host of these new writings
are free {in newsietters with club aeabership or in
exchanges nith other groups! and readily available,

Scaeday, 1'd love to publish a list of my favorite
dnzen newsietiers worldwide, but then the [MPACT caoluan
aay be reduced to only {2 publications.

So such for that idea.

Joining a user group, even by mail if there aren’t
any nearby, may be the most sensible inmvestment a 9%er
could take.

Hénever, there are still lots of other sources for
textware in our fellewship.

COMPUTER SHOPPER ($2f for 12 monthly issues) P,0.
Box 1419, Titesville, FL 3278(-9588., This 1f X {4 566-
plus page giant is probably the hest eingle source for
inexpensive disks, drives, cables, monitors, printers,
what-have-you. It also has a listing of user groups
(Eheck to see if yours is there.) and a TI classified
section. But the reascn anst of us subecribe is the T!
FORUN written by Ron Albright and John Zittrain. These
two quys have a folksy approach to the realm of TI
comguting.  Their wsonthly articles are full of wit and
infornation and lots of heady reviews and predictions.

MICROpendium {$29 for 12 monthly issues) P.0,  Box
1343, Round Rock, TX 7B488. This is the best magazine
source for all 71 owners, from super techie all the way
down the ladder to people like myself. The 48-page
nemsprint periodical is totally devoted to the TI world

LA * 5

"~ goodies besides), 1 personally a
.- for 3 nusber of reasons, oo

and is as up-to-date as ome can get. If you ran only
afford one TI sagazine, this is probably the one.  (Joha
fittrain, Ron Albright, Barry Traver, Chris Bobbitt, and
Bruce Forbes are prebably qoing to kill me for saying
that,}

ASGARD NEWS (84 for 4 quarterly issues} P.0. Box
18308, Rockville, MD 28838}, Though this wmagazine is
fairly new, the editor - Chris Bobbitt - has been
prograssing and writing steadily for the YI community
since his teenage vears. So it's a nmatural step up to
see a full-fledged magazine cose out. Most of the first
issue was devoied to previews of coaing attractions and

. reviews of aany of Asgard’s products. Each issue,

though, has an extended article (the 9448 vs the 99/8,
tor exaaple) and editorials and regular colusns and
torners, Lots of small, helpful hints and comments are
given on a variety of T! subjecis,

GENIAL TRAVeler i£34 for a one year subscription; $45
for a two-year subscription. These subscriptions also
have bonuses.) 835 breen Valley Drive, Philadelphia, PA
19128. In a way Barry Traver’s diskazines are pot
strictly a hardeopy sagazine, but the DV/BP files dumped
will give you the ecuivalent of a novel. To be a 9er
with a disk drive and not have this service is to live a
deprived life. These ara packed! Really packed disks of
an incredible variety of things for the TIr susic,
utilities, gaees, wordpracessing, everything else. Far
less than a penny a soctar, these disks pay be ordered as
Voluse One (the set already cosplete), Volume Two (still
some to cope), or both. [ would reccoemend Volume One
first.

All of the above you way own or at least know about.
But there is amother test/disk setup out there that is
really worth discovering, It's been around since
September of 87, and it is another large value for we

Fers, though it just hasn't gotten the attention many
pther Tl efforts have golien,

TId Bits is a bimpathly sagazine for only 48 (4
issues} for hardcopy or $12 (b issues) for disk (555D
flippyl. The disk contains lots of additional P ang
Fairware stuff to extend to two sides, The #3gazine
contains photos and graphics.

Mail to Bruce forbes, editor: Route 2, Box 412
Sumerduck, VA 22742,

It nay be hard to sake a decision about which version

to get - disk or text. Although the disk contains the -

exact text of the hardeopy (and 2 lol of other surprise
partial to the hardcopy
; 5% - S e

o

e 2 ,
ilot jssue contained some Ecreen phot
b

¢ Bits p
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graphics of an eavelope cataloguer, and a screen graphic
te go along with a prograe printed out.

Ihe next ieccues, however, rontainad some of the bast
photographs I have ever seen of the internal structure of
our cozputer. The text talks about chip replaceaents and
gives some very precise, easy-to-foliow photugraphs and
enlargeaents that make the process very logical, very
clear, and - even to 2 non-techie like ayself - very
unfrighteningly practical.

It*s one thing to see drawings {which are also in the
magazinel, but it’s quite another to have step-by-step
photographs of the entire process,

These nagazines are jaa-packed with all kinds of
stuff that you don’t find in MICROpendivm, AGRARD NFWS,
or - because of the nature of the zine ~ Genial TRAVeler.

Bruce susplies the reader with all kinds of inside
infermation on a large variety of things for us 99ers.
Lote of prices of things. Lots of addresses. Lots of
reviews. Lotz of prograas.

It’s a ope-man operation at this point, and each
issue gets better and better.

Bruce hac promised to costinue this magazine through
at least one year’s subscription. And hardcooies of &il
past issups will be available through 1988 with each
subscription. Yhe dick versions will continue to be
available, [ assume, for a long time to come. Newsletter
editors aay he interested in getting this version for an
gxcellent source of some interesting eaterial,

Bruce says of his excellent efforts, °A lot of
thought went into the pricing of ¥Id Bits, e were
keeping in @ind that the Ti comeunity has Leen shafted
too #ary tiaes. Therefore, we set a break- even factor
prajected to December 19BB. If “we should pick up 2
sponeor or advertiser throughout the year, thoze funds
would be wsed to lure a TI brain to produce unique
articles for us.* [I°m available, Bruce.}

We are committed to 1988 and are caetiously
optimistically looking to £989. I the world doesn’t end
or the T comaunity completely collapse ke project scae
kird of survival into 1989 and beyond.®

Hooray!

Writers and programaers and techies and non-techies,
take note! Here is a good source for you to get those
articles and designs and coaie strips publiched.

Readers, here is another great TI source that needs

all our support. For only $8 we could be supporting cur

own futures with our fabulous machines,

Gewd Iuck, Bruce!
HELPFUL HINT OF THE MONTH

This has to do with -TI Writer (or any version:
FUNNELWED BA WRITER, whatever],

Gid you know you can type anything you want after a
carriage return ON THE SAME LINE and it won’t print out,
But it’ll SAVE. This is great for text notes for ~ screen
reading. D’ve used this a lot, particularly when I’

" owriting articles or poess. Very handy.

flso handy is the space use in LF and 5F,

When you LF and there is already a DS¥2.HEMENWAY up
there on autn and you want to load DS2.KOWG, all you have
to do is type the KONG and press the Spacebar and Enter,
aven though it'Il say DSKL.KONE WAY on the screen.
Actually, yoo can even SAVE 3 file with a long {up to §8-
tol} note after a filensse and space. This xill disk
SAVE and screen read but nat print sut. Lois of handy
reasons for this on working disks.

fnother bhandy-dandy is letter saving. I4 you write
as many letters as [ do (hetween 3§ and 46 a week), it's
a good idea to let your FUNMELRED do the sorting and hard
work for you. Just nase the Ietier by date and name in
the ¢ollowing way. If 1 write to Jia Peterson on #ay 17
I wouid SAVE the file as DSK2.317FIMPETE.  Always month
first (5) followed by day (17) and the nase as far as it
will go. 5o if I wrote on April Fool’s Day it would be
41JIMPETER., This is also handy if vou write 3 iot of
letters on the same day, as TI WRITER will sort thes for
cataleguing first by nusber then by letter, So they will

be numerically AND alphabetically sorted in the catalog.

Have any handy-dandys of your owa {or ones you've
come across!? Send thea along. I'I1 be happy to IMPACT
them for you, with full credit, of course,
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TI-BASE
Repart Card

Perforfante..cvieeee.. .
Easa of Heo,.ueeiiunenriroaninananss B+
Dotuaentation....... festetnrarisennes A
Value, v ruviviisnrnirrenncrasns R
Final Brade...... e lre et tesarrsnnras A

Cost $24.95 + 41,38 Postage and
Handling.

Manutacturer: INSCEBDT Inc.

P.0.Box 291618, Pt. Orange, FL, 32029

Requirements: Disk system, 32X,
Extended Basic, Fditor-Assesbler or
ftini-meaory. Printer optional, 4
RanDick ic optimue storage.

Shipped nith 2 §53) disks, sanual
and overlay strip,
EREte ettt didtbtyaetbrtistsssase]

TI-BASE vear 1.61

A review by,
Barry Long, CPUG
Harrisburg, Pa.

Recently our tlsers Broup was contacted by INSCEBOT
with an inquiry as to whether we might be interested in
desenstrating their newly released TI-FASE. As the
Secratary for the CPUG, I replied back that yes, e
would. To sy surprise, Demnis Faherty responded almost

imgediately by return mail with ver i.§ of TI-BASE,
{That’s plus #1}

I have used or tried aany of the "other’ T! reiated
Data-bases aver tha years since I purchaped my naching,
and I was a Little skeptical when I read the Ietter, but
I an always on the look-out for the perfett' Data-base,
boy was [ surprised!

The program coaes with a very qood docunented
manual, as sanuals go. It comes with two disks, The
first is the acteal progras disk while the second is a
TUTOR disk,

I read the “Start-up® introductions and proceeded to
load the sain prograe disk. It did seea to take awhile
to load, but I quess ail good things are worth the wait.

The first itea

is a Title Screen after which the . !_add the data :ntu the fxle a5 quxckly a5 -you, can hit

pragram prompts you for the date, Onte the date is
entered, it loads the first comsand file called "Setup’.
This displays your systea parameters. 14 you have only
one ¢isk drive, or a serial printer, you will have to
HODIFY the Setup to work properly.

The manual instructed se to lgad the “TUTOR™ disk
and tollow alang with the progras. This lasts abeut 24
minutes or so, depending if you want to *Pause® or not.
Pause is rcontrolled by depressing the ’Space Bar’.
Resuce is dane by pressing the “§* key. The TUTOR
prograa is well dome and it shows the author spent scme
tire on it. After the TUTOR is finished, you will be

* sent back to the main progras,

TI-BASE is a very cosplex, inter-relaticnal
data-bace. That's right, I said "inter-reiationai®. You
can open up to 3 different data files at one tise and
nove fros one to the other with the °SELECT® croamand.
This allows you to scan different data-files for coaman
related data and print or display it a5 you so choose,

This alone was impressive! Dut, there's aore!
{That’s plus ¥2)

You have the ability to create a “COMMAND® file with
a (V84 text editor. The "COMMAND" file will ‘“run® and
gperate your data base for you. (up to a pointh.
Similar to the “hatch files on the ‘cther® cysten,
(That's plus #3)

You CCREATE® your own data-fieids, The prospts let
you know how such space is avaiiable for the field title,
etc, You may have wp to {7 fields, and 755 characters in
each field. The ocptisue storage will allow 14,129
recerds in one data-base. Note Ver 1.41 will only hold
8,192 records. {only, pee!)

You can SORT on any field (this can be slow if the
Data-pasp is 1argel, FIND any ttes in the Data-base in
rapid time. You have IZ mathesatical functions avajlable
s including SAR, LO5, BIN and TAN to nase a few. You can
Contenate the characters, TRIM trailing 5lanks, 5 BOOLEAN
cospands as well as several LOGICAL commands. The DATE
is preset for Month, Day and Year. ie: B&/21/89. This
is handy for entering dates in your assigned fisld (i4
you ¢reate one.) {Plus #4)

You can MOVE data from one slot to another at your
will. EDITING is fast and you can EDIT either by record
or by Paging forward and backwords. DOry using the FIND
cossand to locate a particular file. You aay DELETE an

individual record or the entire Data nase a:th one "

keystroke {warning, it is FRST).

The APPEND mode allaus you to lnput data and wil]
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either Enter after the iast field or F-8 (EXECHTED,
F-9{ESCAPE} will ignore your last input and retern you to
the master command proapt. You may AODIFY your fields as
you chease, but, like sny good data-base, you could luose
data if your field length is different than originally
created. R warning prozpt will respend if this cap
happen, and the decision will be up to you to proceed.
iFlus #35)

My desonstration of this unigue and extiting new
program appeared to go well with our Users Group ang I
did place several orders with INSCEBOT for the package.

In closing, 1 must state that TI-BASE is definitely
not for the ’Movice' T user. You must have 12K, Rambisk
foptionall, several disk drives {preferred, with a
printer {optianall. It will work ocut of Exiended Dasie,
Editor-Assechler or Mini-Memory.

Some of the drawbacks are:

1. Slow Loading

2. Slow Sorting

3. ¥anual could be improved both in content ang
choice of print, )

4. A sample data-base included with the prograa
vight help to illustrate the various features
in actual ese. The TUTOR file is mice, but an
actual hands-on file would be better,

The Plusas are:

1. Speed of the actual search and cosmands,

2, The ability te sort on any field,

3. The ability te find your particular data FaST!

4. Automatic saving of your data prier te quitting

i, The large {extremely) storage capacity.

6. The interaction between up to 3 data-bases at
once,

7. The large mathesatical capabiiities.

8. The inter-reiational capahiiities,

. This is the first I have ever seen 4or the TI.
(ACGRN  59) was too complex and siow. TI-BASE is FAST!

For the small investment that INSCEROT is asking,
§24.93 + SH, I would highly recommend it to anyene who
needs a B0OD Data-Base. If Texas Instrusents would have
intreduced this back in the beginning, there would not
have been a ’Black Friday’. This has anything that I
have seer on the "44’ put to shase,

The service that I received froa Dennis Faherty has
been superb. I called INSCEBOT the following morning and
Dennis roturned ay call that evening, Version 1.81 mas
shipped out - the very next day. I talked to INSCESOT
today {6/21), placing sy order and giving him &y gripes
and pleasures. He indicated ay suggestions were very
- welcoped, I like dealing with INSCEBOT and  would

“

+, use of factorials. However most of  those Bxpressions

recossend them to any and all.

Now if only the authars of FIRSTBASE wouid respond
to ay earlier request, [ could make & fair cosparision.

respectfully yours,

Barry Long

Central PA 95/4A Users Group
P.0. Box 14124

Harrishurg, PA t7184-8124

.{lxtK!N!Xl%!KleHleK!KIH!)
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AMAZE AND MYSTIFY YOUR FRIENDS
by Thomas Boussus
Reading-Berks-9%ERS Newsleter
Rpbedsdeiiiiitesbteiqedsititasity

ft a recent zeeting of the PRerks County Amateur
Rstronomical Soriety, of which I as also a meaber, I had
another seaber of that club put down T1-99/88°s as being
a toy. 0f course, I took exception to his rossent, but
not until 1 discovered that this other aember’s cosputer
¥as an Apple.

I reparked how ey oy’ had proven to be far sore
accurate than his Apple. fHe responded by saying that he
couid print 1,808 factorial {written 45 1866Y). 1§ you
see the sathematical expression n! it seans that you must
take the product of every inteqer fros 1 ton, (8!-) by
definition.)

0f course, even with small vaives of n., n' gets
targe very quickly, The TI-99/4A tan directly calculate
ang print out values for the factorial ep to 84' 4t that
poiat the wser nust resert to indirect aethods to
calculate and print out factorials.

Fortunately, the 10& function in PASIC can be used
to calculate n! for values of n larger than 64, Hy
friend asked me if | could calcuiate and print values up
to (#88' Hell auch to his surprise, I have run this
program out to 18888 And [ have done it not  just with
the T1-99/4A but also on ay hand-held TI-74. The TI ic
linited only to the point that the characteristic would
go beyond the limits of computation, I have no 1dea just
how far that can be taken.

But printing out the value is one thing, can the
large factoriais computed on the TIZ9/4R be used for
calculation? You bet they ;an! : o

Since they are calculated using logarithas, iaﬁiffini_';
use thes to compute values in formulas which require the °
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would underfiow long before the direct calculation of
factorials would run out. Howsver, there is a place
where  factorials  would  be used, and that is in
probability or combinations,

Suppose, for instance, that you had four pieces of
colored paper, each one a difierant coler, lying in front
of you. The nusber of ways that these fouor pieces of
paper could be arranged without a repitition would be 4
or 24 for 1x2:3xd), The same applies to a deck of 57
cards.  In this case the cards couid be arranged in 32!
combinations, or 8.663817517E+867 possitle Ways to lay
the cards out without repeating a previous set up, if you
could resesber all those ways.

Rccording to the prograr i the TI-74, which agress
with tha progras listed below for the T1-99744, the value
19888!=2,045259805E+35459,

188 ! a! for large o using 1
coarithas base 19
128 IHPUT *Haximum Yalue: *:
LIA
138 1=8
148 NF=! _
145 YLine 139 prints 8/,
156 PRINT
Y OASTRE(IMRT!=
“XBTR$(KF)
148 FOR I=1 70 LiN
178 IF 1369 THEN 216
173 ! Change natural logarit
ha to logaritha hase 16,
176 T NL=LOG (NF)7LDA{16) con
verts the natural logaritha
of n! {NF) to the logaritha
of n! base if.
188 NE=TANF 12 NL=LDBINFI/LO
6(16) -
185 ! Line 199 prints values
to 49!
196 PRINT USING "Bitg!=":1;
280 PRINT USING “##. $3iu4sd
":NF 21 BGTO 248
283 ! Change natural logarit
he to logarithm base 18.
286 ! NL=LOG(I}/LOGCIE) con
verts the naturai logaritha
of 1 to the logarithm of I b
ase té.
218 NL=LOG{T}/LOBUIGI4NL 1
pOTO 223
215 ! Calculates characteris
tic, nantissa, and antilag o
f the factorial then convert
- 5 ta a string.
- 220 E=INTINL):s M=NL-E 13 =

.open file. DOf course, there are many other variations of .

19 M 1r Vi=" "LSTRSIVILTE+"
STRSE) )
223 ' Prints values for nf
here ni49.

238 PRINT RPTH(" °,4-LEN{STR
FIDIMSTRSLIIL " 1= LY$
248 NEXT 1

a3 ENG

A word of warning. I you plan to run this -prngran
for 18888 be prepared to have yaur computer ruaning for
sbout an hour and a half, It takes that lomg because yout

. are printing the factorial of sach value fros 4 tn 16680
- and because of the fact that the cosputer s eonverting

ali  values to strings. Al these conversions and
printouts take tise {o accompiish,

ALHENIEIIESIe IS ST BT 316 HTE T4 314 3!

BELILERRIISRAARRLILRRIRIRLLLINIRILLY
USING PRIKT USINR WITK YOUR PRINTER
by Richard Roberts
Reading-Berks-99ERS Newsleter
WL D AR EAS EET 0 3E4RRTR04 240

ne of the aore ohscure statesents availsble with TI
Extended XBASIC is one cailed "PRINT USING® Even more
obscure is the fact that this stateaent can be used tg
foraat variables an¢ constants that will be durped to
your priater. The Extended BASIC panual, on page 158,
shows ceveral exasples of how *PRINT USING® can be used
to forsat data for screen display, but nary a word of how
fo do the same with open files. It can be done, and is
euch more powerful than you may realize.

Any Giscussion of “PRINT LSINR® will require an
understanding of the "IMAGE* statesent, so if you are npt
famlliar weth it, you better brush up on it first. The
*PRINT USING® statement uses "IMABE" in one of two ways,
either with 3 string expressian, or with a line nugber
reference, I prefer the latler, as it allows for agre
flexibility, but since these differences are explained in
the manual, I will lisit this to a few simple Bxadples
that are not shown in the manual.

184 TCOH5T=19.53

119 INAGE "H.H"

128 GPEN #i:°PI0"

136 PRINT #1,USINE 119:TCOST

Running this saaple prograe will effectively show -
you how the “PRINT USING" statement will work with an .

"IMACE® that can be wsed, so experiment with thea ang

~_ Watch how it _perforns when line 130 dumps it to 3
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printer,  Shown belew are a few aore Brafples for use
with an open fils,

188 IRAGE “#4°8F $4'u4¢
138 PRINT 41,using 112:C05TH
,CO372

This "IMAGE™ statesent will allow you to print tun
lor more) variables at a predetersined spat on the same
line. The length of the string expression in the ®IMAGE®
statenent can be as long as you wish, up to the liait of
an Extended PASIC line,

LBE IMABE "E#hRessd #8°44"
138 PRINT #1,USING 118:°707A
L COST", TC0ST

This version shows you how you can foreat the
printed line for string data as well as nugserical data.
A string variable could be used in place of the string
constant, as beiow,

185 A$="T0TAL COST®

113 INABE “SEEREHNET 58 §5°
138 PRINT #1,USING 114:A8,TC
657 h

It is alsa possible to place the "IMAGE" statpament
inside the "PRINT USING" statesent, 2s shown below,
First, delete line 114,

I5F PRINT §1,USING "5 #4*:7
er

138 PRINT 41,USING *$ees4s¥s
2% 473, TO0ST

R few other points to resember ‘include the fact that
"INAGE" AND MPRINT HSING" can be used to roaund off
calculated variables. A single string expression such as
TR will round off snd decigally align numbers as
small as any nusher at any desigmated location. This
function could save many hours of algorithe deveiopment
for accoeplishing the same thing., So in the iong rum,
the *FRINT USING" statstaent ic one that any prograsmer
should be very familiar with, and use as asuch as
possible,

ALPLEFEE SIE Dis $10 PTE TS pTEHTS DTS II4 3




Philadelphia Area Computer Society
c/o La Salle University
Philadelphia, PA 19141 ,

(215) 951-1255

Date: August 20, 1988

Erom: Peter J. Pelensky
PACS Treasurer

To: All SIG Leaders and SIG Treasurers

e Lo ascertain exactly what

in researching the Internal N
must be done to obtain SE:; atus for PACS. ‘
I bave sat down by mys ith Steve Longo and with other CPaAs

examining various scenarios in order to dauge their effect, not
only in terms of dollars, but in terms of organizational struoture
and people as well.

Over the oourse of the past seve nths, I have been involved
ggg% d

In the course of my research I became convinced that there must be
& number of major changes, some of which will be detested, if PACS
hopes to get such status recognized by the Internal Revenue
Service. This memo deals with just such a major change.

The preferred way is beginning with the new year, all SIG revenues
will no longer be maintained by the individual 8IGs, but by PACS.
Any monies needed for disbursements will also be handled by PACS.

To answer perhaps the major question -- why -- the reason lies
with securing a non-profit status from the Internal Revenue
Service.

The section of the tax code under which PACS falls for such status
requires the submission oOf a volumnous amount of paper work.
Keeping to the letter of the law, <this should have been submitted
within fifteen months of incorporation. We are obviously late.

Having been through this process before for other nen-profits, it
is my professional opinion as a CPA that the Servics will
initially turn us down as a result of this and PACS will be viewed
as a taxable entity just like any other for-profit organization

It is my hope that during the appeal procedure, I éﬁn’demahétraﬁ§
to the Bsatisfaction of the Service that though PACS has not




r S e

2/3

complied with the letter of the law, we have at least complied
with the spirit of the law.

Several items required for submission in seeking non-profit status
are full sets of financial statements for not only the current
Year, but for +the <three years preceeding +the current year.

These statements must be prepared in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles or .an othar comprehensive basis of
accounting. Both of these terms have quite explicit technical
meanings in the field of accounting and the field of taxes and are
beyond the scope of this memo.

Suffice it <to say that the Service will be locking for specific
information presented in a specific way and if it does not find it
-—— their fault, our fault, nobody’s fault —— the application will
be rejected. Their reasoning is two-fold:

1) a non-profit organization derives revenues as the result of
public trust and, accordingly, there must be a stewardship -
function - to ' insure that trust and safeguard assots;

2) a non-profit organization generates no tax revenue for the
Service.

As <the S5IGS fall under the umbrella of PACS and PACS is the
organization that is responsible for them, the cavalier attitude
about SIG revenues that PACS had adopted in the past cannot
continue if we are to become exempt from taxes as a non-profit
organization.

Accordingly, as of January 1, 1089, it is my recommendation that
SIG5 no 1longer be allowed to collect their own ravenues or
maintain an independent treasury. All such funds cocllected by SIGs
from any source whatsoever will be maintained by PACS. At the
roint a SIG needs to pay for any items to a vendor, a request will
be made to PACS and the payment will be made directly to the
third party.

However, I eam declaring a moratorium between now and the next

board meeting end seeking input from SIG leaders and SIG
treasurers. '

I had mentioned above that it might be possible for a given SIG to
retain the privilege of denerating its own revenues and
maintaining its own independent treasury. It will not be easy. 1I
will be the final arbiter as to whether that rrivilege will be
axtended. . ’

A SIG must appoint someone with accounting and financiel expertise
who will be responsible for any and all matters related to
finances and the preparation and reporting of all transactions. |
Again, I will be the final arbiter as to a person’s . financial:

b s T L
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expertise.

A SIG must have somecne with the knowledge, ability and experlience
to developre a chart of accounts that treads the fine line between
being comprehensive without being unwieldy and have that chart and
each new account added to it previocusly approved.

A S8IG must have someone with the knowledge, ability and experience
to prepare and maintain a permanent schedules of assets,

A S5IG must have some one who can:
1} keep a formal cash receipts Jjournal;
2) keep a formal cash disbursements Jjournal;
3) reconcile a bank account to the penny; ‘
4) post a general ledger and take off a trial balance;
5) prepare a list at month end of accounts receivable;
6) prepare a list at month end of accounts pavable:
7) prepare a schedule at month end of all inventoriable items
that are for resals;

A 8IG must issue a monthly report to me. -Thp preparer of the
report must be someone different than the person who requests
payments to third parties on behalf of the SIG.

It must be postmarked within 10 business days of month snd without
exception or excuse, The first time the report is postmarked on
the 11th business day, their privilege will be revoked. There
will be no appeal. -

I will not teach the SIGs how to do any of the above. I do not
have the time to teach either accounting or bookkeeping. It is
incumbent upon each SIG to find somecne who can perform the above
functions in a timely manner. Nothing above is out of line with
the responsibilities of eny full-charge bookkeeper. If a SIGQ
cannot find such a person within their own ranks to do this, then
. it is better off not even trying. PACS will assume this function
and retain control and possesion of all SIG revenues.

T will, however, work with any and all SIG leaders and S§IGQ
treasurers who wish to be granted the privilege of being able to
collect their own revenues, make their own disbursements and
maintain an independent treasury. But it is incumbent upon each
SIG who wants to do this to seek me out; I will not approach the
SI1G. I already have more than enough PACS work to keep me busy,

The default 1is still as stated above. But I am willing to work
with any S8IG that will work with me so they can retain their

privileges while providing PACS with the information needed, in g

the manner prescribed, in a timely fashion. Sl s e
I want the input of both SIG leaders and SIG treasurers “in theﬂu
next four to five weeks. 1 have provided my home phone and
address. Call me and talk to me. Better yet, write it down so 1
‘can have something to review.  But please, plgase donft'iznore it.




Philadelphia Area
TI-S99/4A Users Group
C/o Donald Arsenault
1292 Buttonwood Drive
Lansdale, PA 19445
(215) 368-044s

Peter J. Pelensky

PACS Treasurer

124 North Mole Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102-14Q5

Re: "Memo dated 8/28/88 and Rgport and letter dated 9/1/88,

Dear Mr. Pelensky;

We have received the documents noted above and called a
special Board meeting of the Philadelphia Area TI-99/4A Users
Group on September 7, 1988, at which the documents were read
carefully and discussed. Those in attendance were:

Donald Arsenault, PATIUG President

Allan Silversteen, PATIUG Vice President
Thomas D’Annunzio, Esq., PATIUG Treasurer
P. Mark Wannop, PATIUG Secretary

A number of questions come to mind which must be
resolved before any decision can be made,

Is there a basis in the PACS Charter for the need to
pursue the avenue outlined in these documents? If there is a
basis in the Charter, we would like to recejve a copy of the
pertinent sections of the Charter.

Assuming the Charter supports this rosition, and since
the SIG will obviously give up certain rights, what benefits
would the SIG receive?

Would TI f{funds be co-mingled with funds of other SIGs
and/or funds of PACS in such a way as to provide delineation
between SIGs, or would they be thrust into a common pot from
which segregation would be difficult at best?

The spirit of the aforementioned question arises to some
logical problem with the equipment, but not to the same
extent as we'presume equipment would be so marked in such a
way as to indicate immediate ownership of this equipment ,

Would the diskettes that are now part of the library be
subject to PACS contrel, either directly or indirectly? :

The questions that we are raising here are just a few of )
the many that need to be resclved before we would comply with
all of your demands. e




An immediate concern that comes to mind is how much
control we will lose of managing our own affairs by giving
you total contrel of our group.

What provision would there bLe in the event of a PACS
directive in direct conflict with one of our existing
by-laws; would PACS be the final arbiter of such a conflict?

We pose these questions because they are of immediate
concern, and although we would like to give you a decision
within the timeframe you imposed, we feel obliged to delay
any response until we can advise our members and address any
additional concerns that they might have.

We might point out that had there been sufficient notice
given to us, we could have addressed some issues to our
members by way of the Data Bus; and we find it very curious
that the deadline far the September issue occured the Monday
following the Saturday PACS Board meeting where this was
first presented,

If you have any questions, you can give us a call.

Sincerely,
PATIUG Executive Board

Donald Arsenault

Allan Silversteen
Thomas D’Annunzio, Esq,
P, Mark Wannop

PATIUG/pmw
CC:

Dr. Stephen A, Longo
Donald Arsenault

Allan Silversteen
Thomas D’Annunzie

P. Mark Wannop

Barry A, Traver

Jerry White, APPLE
Robert T. Waite, AMIGA
Henry Stolinsky, COMMODORE
Bennett Landsman, IBM
Ed Sullivan, MAC

Joann Iverson, PARADOX




