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TI WRITER MANUALS

Some time back, T! Writer manuals
were available frem TI by calling TI
CARES. The only charge was a $3,00
Shipping and HWandling fee. Ne need tp
geend money in advance, your address on
the package is an invoice. Just open it
up and remit. Extended Basic manuals
were also availabie at the same price
and it may be that all manuals were
heing handled in this manner. You can't
beat the price. 1 know 1 bought back up
copies of both manuale. I don’'t know i¢
any more are available but if you need a
manual it would pay to check.

I don't care to go into tha sthics of
ordering a manual to use with Funnelweb
but a mitigating factor might be that
when T1 aent revised versions of
Tl-Writer to user groups, it effectively
placed Ti-Writer in public domain and
made distribution of Funnelweb possible,

1¢ the manuals are no longer
available from TI, Triton is selling
Tl-Writer complete far $9.95, The
manual is worth the price. Try ¢to
coabine group arders to sava the hkavy
shipping charges.

PARALLEL PRINTER CABLES

Bid you know that TI made a Parallel
Printer Cable? Neither did I until 1
ordered a printer ceble from Triton and
recefved a beautifully made cable TI
Model No. PHA 2421.

Parallel printer cables for the TI
are fairly scarce items, not available
from your average printer dealer. Two
that I have purchased in the past as
compatible with the TI had ta be
rewired. if you are planning to
purchase a printer, it wauld be a good
idea to purchass & cable (and an RE232
card) ahead of time. When vyou bring
that so called TI compatible printer
homse you can immediately try it out ang
return it if necessary,
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The cable from Triton at $14.95 is a
good value. MWhy am I telling vou all
this in & Ti-Writer Tool Box? Many folks
are not doing word pracessing with their
TI's for lack of a printer, 1¢ you have
an  expanded systea, this upgrade is
almost a must. A journey of & thousand
miles starts with the release of a2 hand
brake!

IT'8 YOUR MOVE

The move command is onr of your best
aide to goocd compositiaon, It snables
you to place your words where they will
do the aost good. When I write, 1
frequently reresd the prose 1 have
written, espacially just before saves.
It serves two purposes. One, ! apot a
lat of typing werrors and Alsspellsd
words. Secondly, I am able to check the
continuity of sy thoughts and see ey
phrases in relation to the whole.

Gften 1 see where a sentence or two
can be better placed in a different part
of the essay. it's an sasy Move if you
know how., One enters the command line,
types "N* for Move and answers the
proapts “start line®, ‘“stop line" and
‘*after lina". What is betng asked is
the line number at the start of the taxt
to be moved, the line number at the end
of the text to be moved, and the line
nusber atter which the text s ta
inssrted., You wmust enter three line
numbers; wedch separated from the cthers
by a space.

The stusbling block is that thers may
be other text on those lines which are
not part of the intended move. Since
the amost complex wmove is moving a
santence from the siddle of ane
paragraph to the aiddle of another
paragraph, we will use that as our
example. Procesd as fol)ows:

Make wure you are in the Word Wrap
mode (Golid Cursor). Place vour cursor
at the start of the sentence to be moved
and press FUNCTION 2 (Insert Character).
The paragraph will split in two with the
start of the senterce to be moved on its
own line. MNow cursor to the end of that
sentence and again press FUNCTION 2,
Again the oparagraph will eplit and the
sentence is now isolated with its own
start and stop line. Take note of these
line nusbers.
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Next cursor to the point at which the

sentence im to be inserted and prass
FUNCTION 2. The paragraph splitay take
note of the line number on which thas

first half of the paragraph ends. You
now have all the information to make
your Move. Enter Command Mode, press N
and ansWwer the prospts. Flash! [t's
*DONE«.

Not quite. You have a coupls of
broken paragraphs laying around. Cursor
back to the point where you opensd the
paragraph for sentence inusrtion. Press
CONTROL 2 (Reforaat) and your paragraph
is made whole. Next cursor to the break
where the sentence was extracted and

Reformat that paragraph, How you are
*DONE #

Notice how TI paid attention to the
keypresses involved, FUNCTION 2 opens
the text and CONTROL 2 closes it up.,
Also take note that even if you have
Line Numbers toggled OFF, whenever vyou

entar comsand sode, the line numbers are
displayed. This is a big assist with
the Move, Copy, Save File and Print File
cammands, Neat!

Meving text from the beginning or end
¢f @& paragraph to the beginning or end
of another d{or the saams) paragraph
follows the same procedure except that
fewer breaks need be made to isolate
text and no break is needed at the
destination. Reformat as required after
the Move. Rearranging wheole paragraphs
ia easier yet, no breaks or reformatting
reguired. And don't dorqet, 0 (Zero)
and E (End) ARE valid line numbers.

But that
even Move

ain't all folks! You can
text from another file inta
the one you are warking on. Like maybe
#n address or vyou want to guote a
previpus tetter or append your standard
"Check 1{s in the mail" paragraph. In
these cases you must use the LF (Load
File) command to do your moving, FIRST
make note wf the line numher after which

the text is to be inserted. This will
be the FIRST number wused with the LF
command.

Be to the command line and type 8D

{Bhow Directory) and st the prompt enter
the drive number containing the file
with the text tc be moved. Page through
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the disk catalog until you see the file
tonteining the text vou need, Press the
nuaber at the left of the filename and
then press V (View). (Just about here
the TI-Writer users will discover why
they should ba wusing Funnelwab. This
Just can't be done with TI-Mriter.)

The first 21 iines of the ¢ile will
ba dispilayed and the line nusbars of the
displayed text will appear in the lower
right hand corner of the scraeen. Page
through the file by pressing ENTER until
you locate the text you want. Deterasine
the line numbers it resides on by noting
the line numbers in the lower right
corner and then counting from the top or
bottom of the sermen., (You may have tp
page further to find the end of the taxt
vou wmant.}

When you have the line nusbers +for
the start and end of the text, press
FUNCTION 9 to stop viewing text and then

press ENTER to return to the cosmand
line. Press LF and the terget file name
shauld appear as the default., Prass
CONTRBL V to move the cursor tc the

start of the file name and then FUNCTION
2 (Inwert). FIRST type the nuaber you
FIRGT determined aéter which the text
will be inserted, space, the start line
nuaber, space, end or stop line nusber
and agsin space. There should be three
line numbers in front of the target file

name. Remember, 0 and € are valid line
nuabers if you want to refer to the
beginning or end of a file, Press ENTER
and the drive wWill engage and the
desired text moved to the designated
paint.

I capitalized raferences to that
FIRST line number hoping to $ix in vaur
RinGs which line nusber is sntered first
tor the LF command. It is also good to
remeaber that if vou want tp move the
entire target +file into vyour working
file, it is the only number that need ba
entered.

numbers in & similar
fanner, vyou can Nove a portion of your
text tO. your printer (with PF and then
insert the line numbers in éront of the
printer name) or to disk <{with SF and
then insert the line numberm in front of
the file nanme. ‘

Using line

TI and the McGoverns have provided
the tools., 1t's vour move!
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TANING THE FURMATTER
This section is aimed
Newsletter Editors although all others
are invited to hrowse. Who knows,
tomorrow may find you taking on this
most important jpb. Many's the Editor
has published corrected program listings

after being fouled by the Formatter.

aostly at

Most newsletter articles are run
through the Formatter to reformat the
margins and/or justify the right margin.,
However, if there are any Program
listings in the text, the chances ars
that the Formatter will take out a
couple of bytes, One culprit is the
asterisk, "#"., This character is used
in the Mail Merge option of the
Formatter and the Formatter will not
print it or the two follawing
characters., (We paint to a string in
the value file by including #n% in our
tent and the Formatter does not print
this pointer, whether we are using the
Mail Merge option or not.)

So 1f an asterisk appears
text, it and the two follawing
characters will be dropped, which can
play havoc with a progras listing. (The
asterisk appears in aost
statements.) You can circumvent this by
entering two asterisks followed by two
dumay characters wherever you nead an
asterisk to be oprinted, {#hether to
disk ar hard copy.) But thers is an
easier way as you will soon learn.

in vyeur

Another booby trap is the ampersand,
e, uned by the Formatter as an
indicator to start underlining. It is
alsoc often used in programs to join
strings together (Concatenation). The
Formatter will not print the dspersand
but will start underlining text if you
are printing to  hard copy. When
printing to disk, the ampersand will be
dropped without even the underlining
clue to indicated that something 1is
aniss, Again vyou can circumvent the
Forsatter by entering two anpersands
where one is desired. And again there
15 an asier way,

progras RND
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THE EABIER WAY?

The Easier Way is so named because
you only have to do it once and you are
forever protected from ths Forsatter's
fousi blows. First make a copy of your
FWB or TI-Writer disk. Then using a
sector editor on your copy disk, locate
the +irst sectar of file FO (FND) of
FORMAL1 {TI-Writer). I¥# vou have John
Birdwell ‘s excellent Disk Utilities this
is vary easily done. First selsct 1!
File Utilities, then 4) File Editor,
anter the file name and the drive nusber

and you dre at the first sector of the
fite. (Alternatively, copy the +ile
onto a blank formatted disk, The first

sector of the file will be on sector >22
{hex) or 34 l{deciamal).

Toggle the ABCII mode (Contral A with
DEKL) and slightly less than haléway
down the sector (starting at byte 132
Decimal ar *70 Hex) vou will see
®4!4% _RB232.CR. <{(Ancther way to locate
the first sector of the first Formatter
file is tp do a string search $or this
string.) Now, uming the space bar, blank
out the asterisk snd the ampersand. The
at sign, "€ is used for overstriking
and this could alsa be changed or
eliminated although 1 have never found
it used in a program. It could appear
in text however with unwanted results so
it is best eliminated.

Instead of blanking out these traouble

makers, you could substitute other
seldos used characters for thes. i
don't recommend doing so mostly because

I don't like having to resember two ways
of accomplishing the sane task,
However, if you do a lat of cut and
paste and want to retain underlining and

overstriking then 1 suggest replacing
the ampersand with the reverse slant,
ASCII 92, and the at sign with the
grave, ASCII 94,

Having blanked out or replaced *, &,
and &, write the sector back to disk.
(Control W with DSKU) If you have copied
the first Formatter file to a blank disk
in order to locate the first sactor of
the file, copy the file back to your FNB
or Ti-Nriter COPY disk, Wark this disk
“"Editor's Version". You are * DONE #
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FUNNELWED CONFIGURATION INSTRUCTIONS
UHOC Release 1.2

{1} Introduction

b L LA LT LT L

a. These instructions are presented as
& service to the TI-99/4A community by
UBDE - the User Broup of Orange County
{California).  They supplessnt the
FUNNELMER Versions documentation. This
release supports Versions 4.10 (May 30,
19887, 4,11 (duly 4, {9880 and 4.12
{August 12, 1988).

Cossents and suggestions should be
sent tor

UGOE c/o

Jia Susdion

7301 Kirby May
Stanton, CA 90680

b, Print and read the FUNNELMER
docusentation.  Using the Forsatter,
print all files that start with “FWDOC®
and “-READ-ME",

€. These instructions assuse that you
will operate FUNNELWER froa Drive 1, 14
yau will use another drive, you will
aeed to sodify thes accordingly,

They aiso assuse a basic systes and
norsal  use. If  you have special
teatures or uses, you should be sble to
aodify thea to meet your needs.

d. 1f yot need toc press a key or keys,
the 0" signs will be wused (for
example, "Press {ENTERD®). When two
keys sust be pressed together, it will
shown  this wayz "Press (CTRL ",
(CTRL C> means hold the (CTRL) key down
with one finger and then press (C> with
another. Relaase  bath tingers
sisultaneously.

¢. In boxes where you input information
¢ file name, etch, indicate that you
are done by pressing (ENTER>, Mhen this
is necessary, it will be shown this
ways “Enter the correct file nase”.

f. In Configure wenus, you normally
thaose cptions by pressing the first
Irtter.  For example, the Top Menw has
three choices:

Sysinfa
Quit
lngtall

Prass {8 for Sysinto, <0 to Quit

aind (I} to install, Such choices will
be shown as “Press (Qiuit" or "Press (D
to Quit",

A Nenu layout of sll Configure Menus
tollows these instructions.

9. (CTRL C> is used ta aove +froa the
current seny to the pervious senu. You
can use (DACKY or {(FCTN 9} instead of
{CTRL C. !

A nuaber of tises these instructions
ask you to press (CIRL C> to return to @
previous senu.  Sometises it will be
necessary to press (ETRL L) smare than
once,

{CTRL C> also now works in DN 1000
instead of {BACK).

he In sany places in the Contiguration
Progran, pressing <7 or (FCIK 1)
windows in halp scraens. Thase screens
are filled with useful information, You
should chack thea frequently the first
tise you configure FUNNELNEB,

i. Also available in sost places in the
Configuration Progras is the (Quick
Directory. Press (FCTN 77 o access the
disk directory function.

J. FMobreviationsr

Fib FUNNELWER

1B Extended Basic
EA Editor Assenbier
TL Wr . T1 Nriter

{2} Starting Up

LA LB L LLLLL L] L)

2. Make a working Fib disk, iUse DM
1000 to copy the files you will need to
a freshly initiatizad disk. A list of
files and some suggested arrangessnts
follow these instructions. Configure
only your working copy, Kemp an
unmodified saster copy *just in case®,

b. Load Fib with your warking FWb  disk
in Drive 1, If you are using XB, Filb
#ill autoboot whan you choase Extended
basic. If you are using the EA sodule,
choose *3. Rua program File" and then
press (ENTER).

e I ymu
Configure fros the 1B Nenu. I you
loaded fros EA, choose User List fros
the EA Nenu snd then choose Configure,
1t Contigure is not on either senu, you
tan load it through the LDADERS
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loadet from XB, thoase

function. Choose option 2. The file

nase is DSKL.CF.

{3} Tog Menu

il iy

A, Press any kay to get past  the
opming scremn,

b. Press (8) to aodify the systen
tnformation (Sysinta).

{4) Sysinfo Ment

LLL R LAl LL L i E LY

d, Press (L) to load the systes
configuraticn file. Entar the ¢ile nam
(DSK1.8YBCON). Yox can have wmultiple
configuration files with any nases you
thoose. To impleasnt osw, you sust
activate the Configuration Progras, load
the configuration file and than install
it (sen step 120,

b. Press (E} ta
configuration,

edit the sysim

{3 Loading

LLL AR LT LT LY

4, Press <L) {o access the Loading
Henu,

b, Boot Tracking should be ON if you
are loading from & disk drive. RAM disk
users should turn it OFF a3 FUk cannot
track booting in RAN disks. Press (B)
te toggle Boot Tracking OM or OFF.

t. The rusker following °T] Writer
side" is the drivea nusher whare the
tiles thit support the choices on the 7]
Writer Nenc will by found, This nuaber
iw used if Boot Tracking is OFF or if it
fails.

The sase applies to ‘Edit/Aswa
stde"., MNorsally both are L. To change
then, prass <T) or <E> and then enter
the drive nusber.

d. "Norking Drive® i the drive nusber
of the drive in which you will put your
data disk. If you have a teno drive
systea, this will norsslly be 2. Fress
<N} to change the Working Drive,

e. If "UL Iseediate® is DN, the User
List will be the #irst awng you will see
when you load thru EA. Unless you want
to access the L issediately, you will
normally want this off. Fress {l) to
togole this ON and OFF,
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Turning this ON allows you to load
F¥o from ER and have a eenu that you
designed coapletely appear first. This
feature was added with Version 4.11

f. When all values are correct, prass
(CTRL €} to return to the main Edit
Nenu.

) Devices

ek WYY

i. Press <D to access the Devices
Manu.

b, Press {E} for the Editor Printer.
H you have a parallel printer, enter
"PIO®. 1 you have a serial printer,
sake sure that all the switches are
torrect.

€. Presg (F> for tha Forastter Printer.
I# you have a parallel grinter, enter
*PI0.LF*. 1f you have a serial printer,
nake sure that all the switches are
correct and that the printer nase
intludes ".LF",

d. The Object, Work and Progras file
nases are defaults for various Fib
functions. If you enter a name, include
the drive designator (for  example,
DSKI.LOADFILE). I you leave the fisld
blank, the drive nusber you designated
a5 the “Norking Orive® ir the Loading
Menu will appear {for exasple, 1f you
designated the working drive as 2, it
will be “DSK2."1. [f you want the
default to be a different drive than the
working drive, you can anter “BSKn.".
fny file name you tag in the Quick
Directory will over ride these default
nanes.

€, Press (0> to update the Dbject File,
This is the default file name when an
okject (DF BO) EA file is required (for
exinple, when loading an object file).

f. Press (W) toc update the WNork File
nise. If vyou put a name here, it will
be the default when you use LoadFile in
the Editer,

4. Press (P} to update the Prograa
file. This is the default when loading
EA Prograa files (T Pos, GPL Pgm, E/A
Pgs, eic}.

h. When all values are correct, press
(CTRL C> to return to the sain Edit
Henu.

{7} Colors

Al Ay

a. Pross (€} to access the Colors Menu,

b, The cursor will be on the #irst
color choice. This is the screen colors
that will appear whan FWb boots. The
othar colors are thosa that cycle when
you press (CTRL ¥> in the Editor or 0
{zarol on sost scrasens that iavite
selection by nuaber.

You have several chotces fros this
point:

{EMit:
Mexts

aadify the current coler
sove to the next color on
the list

aove to the previous color
on the list

exchange two sets of colors
restore tha colors to what
they were when you started
the current colar

{Brack:

{X)chy:
{Rreda:

Wiem:

€. When all colors are corract, press
{CTRL C> to raturn to the main Edit
Nenu,

{8) Henu

%Y wunn

2, Press (W) to sdit the choices on the
&3in TI Writer and EA Menus,

b, Press (T} ta edit the choices on the
TI Writer Munu and <E> #or the Editor
Assesbler Meau. You can change itess 4
through 7 on bath Menus.

€. For mach line on the Meau, you have
these optionsi <EXit, <Next, <Black
ind (Rdedo, These are the same as in
Colors {see step 7b),

d. It you CEXit a Menu line, you will

bt reguired tc enter the following
tntormation,
fs  NAMEI This is the name that will

appear on the Menu.  This can  be
anything you want up to 10 characters.

ti. FILE NAME: This is entered just to
the right of the Menu nase and eust be
only two characters. This is the ¢ile
name that will be loaded when you opt
for that Menu cheice. You cannot enter
*D5Kn.* Fkb gets the drive nuster fros
Boot Tracking or the Loading inforeatien
{see steps 5b and 5c),
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iii. TYPEr Here you tell F¥b the ¢ile
types, Move the light bar betwaen the
opticns by pressing {N>ext and (Black,
You have the following chaices:

TI¥ PEM1 Esulates option J from the TI
Writer Nenu. The file must be in EA
Progras format.

BPL PEN: This is used for most programs
loaded by the EA "Run Fragram File"
option.

E/A PGBt This is for EA "Run Progras
Files* that nsed EA Utilities. I
general, use °E/A Pon" {f °GPL Pga®
doesn’t work.

5CRIPT:  This allows you to write &
script for loadiag a saries af object
(DF 80) EA filas. See FNDOC/UTIL for

details.
LOM MEM: Loads object (DF 80) +ilew
into low asmory. See FNDOC/UTIL ¢or

detsils,

LD/RUN: Use this for sost *Load and
Run® object (DF BO) EA files.

8. When you are satisfied with the TI
Neiter and EA Menus, press (CTRL () to
return to the sain £4it Manu.

{9) XB List

L Lo B AR LY

a, Press (1) to aodify the Menu that
appaars aftar you load FWb froa XD, The
first three choices (°T1  Writer",
"Edit/Assa" and °XB Return®l cannot be
podifind.

b. VYou now have four choices:

<EXDIT:  Use this option to Edit the
currant satries (that is, the XD List in
the SYSCOM file),

{F)ETEH L1671 llse this option ta
obtain the ameau in the LOAD prograa.
Noraally this is the sase as what is in
the SYBCON file,

{MYAKE RESERVE: 1¢ you <{Flwtch a
list, prass (M) to aake it the reserve
list, Then if you later press {R)edo,
this is the list that will de restored.

CIDCHG BUFFERS: Restores the
previous “reserved® list.

€. During initial confiquration, you
should press <EXit.
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g, {EXit will show you the cheicas in
the 1B Menu. You have the norsal keys
active for moving from ites to
item: <EXHE,  (Ndext, (Back and
Rreda, See step 70 for definitions.

. If you choose to (EMit an entry,
you will be required to enter the
folloming inforaation:

i.  NAME: This is tha name that will
ippear  on  the Menu, This can be
anything vou wint up to 10 characters.

1, BOOT TRACKING ON/OFF: Keep  Boot
Tracking ON if the disk with the file
will be in the drive from which you
loaded FWb, Tuen it OFF i it will be
in another drive. Boot Tracking does
ntt work with RAM disks.

iil. SECONDARY NO/YES: If the drive for
this file is different than the boot
drive and if you answer VES to this
guestion, Fb will look for the user
tile in the drive specified in step 5c,

tve REMINDER NO/YES: If this 15 YES,
Fib will remind you to insert the disk
with the file. 1f it in ND, FWb will
reag the file iamediately, Make this
YES §f the disk with the file will NOT
be in the named drive when you invoke
this Nenu choice.

v.  FILENAME: The name of the file
that Féb should load. Include “DSKn.®
in the file nase.

vi. TYPE: Herz you tell Filb the file
type. Move beteeer options with (Njext
and (Byack. You cannot leave this fisld
@5 & blank. You hava the choices Jisted
in step 8diii and:

1B PREN: This is a standard B Prograa,

XB RETN: This returns you to the 1B
"ready” screen. It works like the NEM
coamand,

9. When you are satisfied with the IB
Nenus, press <CTRL C} to return to the
azin Edit Nenu.

Ui W List

LLEL ) LLELT 224

i, Press () to edit the User Lists.

5 There are at least two User Ligte ta
edit.  The first one is called “IL* and
is the usar iist that comes up when you
wwess 8. User List" on the EA Nenu.

The other one is the Disk Utilities
choice in the T1 Writer Menu (*3.  Disk
Utit"t. The file name is DS,

You can chain User Lists. The sain
User List can call another User List by
aaking User List a choice on the User
List. FWb convention is o call
subsequent User Lists LN, LN, etc.

€. from the aain User List Memu you
have the following thoices:

{EMit Entries
(Frateh List

(N>ake Reserve
CAxchg Bufters
Brave W File

The fellowing instructions should be
tollowed for EACH User List, At a
sinisus, you should modify UL and DS.

d. Press {F) ko fetch the User List.
Enter the correct file nase (DSK1.UL,
PEK1.DS, etc).

a. Press M) to make the fetched User
List the reserve.

f. Presw <E) to edit the user list,
Editing is the same as wditing the XB
Menu (step 92) except that the ¢ile
types “1B Prograa® and "XB Returs® are
not available,

Q. Press {CTRL C> to return to the aain
User List Menu.

h. Press (5) to save the User List,
Use the correct file name {D5K1. UL,
D5KL.DS, atc).

i, (Lroad, <EMit and <Bdave any other
User Lists you will be using, Each User
List is saved under a separate file nase
= revising ane does nat affect ancther.

Jo When  you are done editing User
Lists, press (CTRL C) to return to the
Edit Nenu,

(11) Edit Meny - Baving the EYSCON #ile

ELL LI L1172 ]

d. Press (CTRLC) to return to the
Bysinfo Menu,

b. Press (8 te save the SYSCOM File,
Enter the file name (DSK1.SYECON or
whatever nase you choose to use),

€. Press (CTRL C) to return to the Top
Nenu.
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(12} Install Menu
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a. Press (1> to invoke the Imstal
Benu.

b. Press (L> for “LOAD IB/XBII®, The
file nane should be DSK1.L0AD, Change
it if necessary,

€. Press (ENTER) to load the Bource
File.

d.  When prospted, press (ENTER? to sava
the Target File.

e Press <F> for "FW/UTIL! others’,
Change the file nase froa DSKL.FN to
DKL UTILE,

f. Press (ENTER) to load the Source
File.

g. When praspted, press {ENTER} to save
the Target File,

b, Press (CTRL L) to return to the Top
Henu

{13) Final Steps

hh WALy

2. Press (0) te Buit,

B. Exit FWb and then reload it, The
changes you have sade will not appeiar
until you reload the progras.

t. Check all Menu choices to sake sure
that they work and that they look the
way you wint them ta, If you go back to
Configure to change anything, you only
need  to chinge those itess in question,
After you have (Saved the SYSCON +#1le,
you aust {Dastall the revisions into
LOAD and UTILL.

d. Load DN 1000. From the first
icremn, press (FCIN 3>, Nake sure that
the printer name is correct, If you
change any information, answer (V) bg
the save to disk question.

8. You are aleost done. Make a back up
copy of your configured FWb disk, 1f
Your working copy blows up, you won't
have to ga through all these steps to
reconfiqure it.

You now have three disks the
master, the working copy and the back-ug
working copy.

f. NOW YOU ARE DOME,



Reprinted From USER BROUP OF ORANGE COUNTY (Via Tidewater UG Newsletter)
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FUNNELNED MENU LAYDUT FUNNELNED FILES
TOF RENU
: sllsattones Note
Sysinfo File Purpose 558D DPBSH
?ui:-;;—-------)Exitl Configuration Prograa Disk Disk
nsta
-READ-ME  Docs Fila
AB/AT Assesbler 1
INSTALL MEMY CHPFI;0 79 Utility 2
LOAD XB/XBII ) LF/C8 Contiguration Poa B
FN/UTILL Others CUHARAL T1 W Characters B B
CHARA2 EA Characters |
SYSINFE MENH I c?? Loader 2
CYBRAM Cartridge RMM Losder 2
Ii.du*-g---n.oads SYSCON f1]e ' bp Disk Pateh ] ]
Save—~-)Saves ecited SYSCON #ile s Disk Utilities 8 ]
: E& EA Loaders 5 b
ED/EE TI W Editor § ]
SYSINFO EDIT NEWU
: FNGAVE Save Utilit{ |
Loading FOIFP T1 Wr Foraatter B (]
Devices FMDOC/EASM Docs Fite
Cators
Nenu FWDOC/LDAD BDocs File
1D List : FWDOC/REPY Doca File
It List FWDOC/TINR Docs File
FMBOC/UTIL Docs Fils
LOADING MENU ¢ DEVICES MENU ! CODLORS MENU FHSAVE Save Utility 1
' i LDFY hux Load Prograa 3
Boot Tracking ON | Edtr Printer ! Edit
T Writer side 1 | Fotr Printer | Next LW Line Hunter l
Edit/Asse side | | Dbject File ! Back LL Low Mes Loader B
Working Drive 2 | Work File i Ichy LORD XB Load Progras 8 b
UL tmaediate OFF | Progras { Redo
} 1 View N6/ M DN 1000 § ]
)] Quick Dirsctor ]
sWIT Sample Becript File b
MENU MENU %5 LIST NEWI
5L Beript Loader D
T Writer side Edit entries SYSCON Systea Confiquration § ]
Edit/Assn side Fetch 1ist i User List 8 D
Hike ressrve
Edit Choices: ichy buffers HTILL Loads F¥b fros EA B ]
. VBSTHLD Forth Loader 2
Naae Edit Menu
File nane
Type: TIN Pon £dit L. Thess files are norselly used only for fssanh)y
6PL Pga Next prograssing,
E/A Poa Back
Seri Redo 2. Used with nased grwan. Bae FUDOC/UTIL for
Low Hew details. lInclude only I¢ nesded.
Lé/Run Edit Choices

3. LOFN can be used to load Fib froa BAGIC in EA, XB
Nase I1 or Mni Nesory, See FHDOC/UTIL for details.
Boot Tracking OM/OFF
Secondary MO/YEB
Reainder NO/VES
Filenase DSKn, NN
Type: TIN Pga
BPL Py

USER L1ST MEMY

Edit entries
Fetch list

TR T M M e e W . 4 e - e e ——— - —

Nake reserve E/A Pon

Ichg Buifers Scri

Bave UL file Low
L/R &AM

The User List Edit Menu is the saee as the 1B Edit

MWenu except that XB Pgra and XB Retn are nat
available,



PRINT & NUMBER

A Tiny Gram

By Ed Machonis

Here is an oldie I recently found
when consolidating some disks. It was
written at the reguest of our Librarian
who wanted to nusber all) the disks in
the group library and needed a progras
that would print out consecutive numbers
on a sailing label. {1 balisve he wound

Up using & program he wrote himself.
This, of course, in accordance with
Babbage‘'s Law of Program Selections
“Hhen Faced With A Choice 0Ff GSeveral
Programs Yo Perfora A Biven Task, A
Programser MWill Always Select The

Program Authared By Himsel$.")

Numbering all disks in your library

makes them easy to locate and sasy to

spot & sissing disk. (Locating missing
disks is another story. Fastest way is
to aske a copy of the back up capy.) I+
you plan to use the Mike Wright system
of wmaintaining a hard copy catalog of
vour library in a loose leaf bBinder
{with a catalog of gach numbered disk on
# E@parate page in numerical order), |
think you will #ind this program handy.

To save labels and use an apprapriite
size, twWo consecutive numbers are
printed on each label. The program will
2%k you for a starting number and a last

number, which may not exceed 500. This
makes it easy to run off a set onf
nusbhere whenever disks are added to the

library. You may alsc enter a name to
be printed with aeach number, i.e.,
"GR9%ers". The name aay not excead 7
characters (as in BACK UP). VYou say of
course just press C(ENTER> in response to
the proapt and onrly numbers will he
printed.

The names and numsbers are printed in
Expanded, Emphasized type for sase of
locating, The numbers are printed as 3
digit numbers and leading zeroes ares
added a& required for numbers less than
100. The name is centered above the
number. Cut the labels in halt before
peeling them from the backing.

Pgy

If for some reason, (back up disks?),
you ALWAYS want two copies of each
nusber, change Line 9 as follows:

9 PRINT #t 11 PRINT #1:74)78
11 PRINT #1 51 XwX+1 ¢ PRI

NT ata" “INE(X) "IN$
(X)et PRINT &1 31 PRINT #1

Tut copies of each pumber can alsc be
had by sieply running the prograa twice.

(CODER FOR EPSON PRINTERS)

1 ! #5#4PRINT A NUMBER###s
# & Tiny Branm *
» By Ed Machonis L
#Q0B99 'ers, Bayside NY#

2 DIN N$(500)

3 DIGPLAY AT(12,1)ERASE ALL)
"PLACE PRINTER ON LINE® 1; 0
PEN #1t1"PID" 11 PRINT #1iCHR
$(27)L "W L L "y CHRS{27) L E"

4 CALL CLEARR 1@ INPUT "FIRBT

NUNBER? "3L 1t PRINT s INP
UT "LAST NUMBER? ":H 11 IF H
>B00 THEN 4 11 INPUT "NAME?¢
7 CHAR'S MAX)":T$

3 IF LENCTS)>7 THEN 4 11 Tée
RPT#(* ", ({7-LENIT$})/2)+.%)
STHLRPTE(" ", (7-LEN(T$}1)/2)
4 FOR X=L T0 H

7 A$=STR$(X)s3 IF LEN(A$)CS
THEN N$(X)=RPT$("0",3-LEN(AS
YrkA¥ ELBE NS{X)=mA$

B NEXT ¥ 11 XaL-{

9 PRINT %1 13 PRINT #1:74;7#
t1 PRINT #1 13 X=)N41 17 PRI

NT #i:" "INE(X) g "INS
(X+1)ra X=X+1 11 PRINT #1 i
PRINT #i

10 IF X{H THEN 9 ELSE 4
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TI-99/4A Lives On!

An Orphan Survives with Help of Loyal Users, Vendors

by Joel Dreyfuss

One nightmare haunts the conscious-
ness of computer users who skate on the
cutling edge of technology: to wake up
one morning and discover that the manu-
facturer has stopped making their beloved
machine. Such abandonment may be
inevitable in the fast-changing world of
computers, but it doesn't soften the blow.
Those who cut their teeth on CP/M-based
Osbomes-and Kaypros were 500n cast
adrift in the surging tide of MS/DOS. In
lyrn, quite a few owners of Eagles, Vic-
tors and Columbia personal computers
found themselves abandoned when those
companies went bankrupt,

The most famous—and most widely
used-—orphan computer of all may be the
Texas Instruments T1-99/4A, launched 10
years ago as the chip maker’s cniry into

the fledgling market for personal comput- .

ers. With comedian Bilt Cosby as spokes-
man, Texas Instruments made some 3
mitlion of the littlc slab-like machines
during a four-year period before gelting
caught up in a price-cutting war it
couldn’t win.

In December 1983, TI announced it
would stop making the T1-99/4A. For
thousands of users, the nightmare had
come true: They were out in the cold,

But the 99 lives! There's no betier
proof than the Texus Instruments Forum
(GO TIFORUM), where 99" dichards
share information about equipment, soft-
ware and technical problems, and rack
user group meetings in the United States,
Canada, Europe and Australia.

Since abandonment mude the 99 by
necessity a hacker's machine, it isn't
surprising that programeming languages
dominate the forum’s libraries: Forth, C,
Assembly, BASIC, Pascal and P-system,
But there also are games, utilities and
music programs. The Tl Forum bristles
with advice for the beginner who has just
dusted off an old 99, but it also will guide
the expert through a complex program-
ming problem.

No doubt, the large number of ma-
chines produced by Ti created a user
base large enough to assure the comput-
er's survival and guaraniee profits 1o the
companies who service 99 users. So does
the 99's sturdiness, Texas Instruments
was a military contractor and the 99 was
built to meet military specifications. "It
could probably take 1wo hits of a .50-
caliber machine gun and survive,” says
Jim Kom. a Rockville, Md.. resident who
administers the forum. Horn, who is

Il

retired from the military, is one of many
users who first came across the 99 in a
PX and fell in love with it.

The 99 was more than tough. It was
an advanced machine for 1979: a 16-bit
computer when Apple s and CP'M
machines used 8-bit chips and long before
the PC was a gleam in |BM's eye. Ini-
tially it was a modest machine with 16K
RAM, 72K of ROM, a buili-in operating
system and a cartridge slot, but TI scon
introduced an expansion box that gave
the 99 a fulure, The box had eight slots
and the capacity to control disk drives.
Hom estimates that 80 expansion cards
are now available and that users hook up
everything from external hard disks to
laser printers, '

Dispanses expert Tl advice: Beche

Unlike the fate of most orphan com-
puiers, a number of companies still ac-
tively support the 99: Myarc, a New
Jersey manufacturer, makes the Geneve
card, which gives the 99 an 80-column
display, extended memory and advanced
gruphics. Asguard, a Marylund sofiware
distribulor, has introduced 25 sofiware
products for the 99; Triton, a distributor
owned by software gisnt Ashton-Tate,
carries products for the 99, including &
version of Microsoft’s Mulliptan
spreadsheet that sells for $18, Even TI,
the original maker. provides some sup-
port. According to users, the company
will repair the interface box thut connects
the 99 1o a (elevision set.

Another reason for the 99's resilience
is the constantly evolving base of new
young users who turn up those strange
litile slabs. **We call them third-generation
users.” says Horn. **But the first and
second generations néver oper.ed the
box.” To a beginning computerphile, the

W's first atuuction is price; a shrink-
wrapped 99 console sells for $75; you can
pick up a used 99 for about $25 at a come
puter Lair, and as little 2s 35 ar a yard sale.

Matt Beebe is one of those *“third
generation users, a 15-year-old who
often dispenses expert advice on the
forum. Beebe, who lives in Millford,
Mich., 50 miles northwest of Detroit, got
his “*4A™" in 1980 when he was just seven.
He started with games and simple pro-
gramming and expanded his machine for
word processing when he reached junior
high school. He later added a modem and
& CompuServe subscription.

Beebe, who helps out on the TI Fo-
rum, estimates that Le spends 20 hours a
week online writing messages and apswep
ing questions, His age has never been an
issue: ~*On CompuServe nobody ever
thinks to ask how old you are,” he says.

Becebe, who takes computer classes in
high school, had a big decision to make
last year: Should he switch to an 1BM
PC? He evaluated the costs and decided
to stick with the 99, **The IBM would
have cost twice as much and not given
me much more except=—mnaybe—a better
word processor,” he concluded. He
added a Geneve cand and color monitor
(512 by 640 rsoluticn) and is working on
some software he hopes to sell commer-
cially. He does offer a backhanded com-
pliment 1o the IBM PC he uses at school.
*It’s really nice,’" he says. **You can do
Just about anything you can do on the
99/4A.%

His loyalty is typical of 99ers. They
scrounge the junkyards for machines,
travel hundreds of miles to user group
meetings and fiercely defend their aging
machines against the adoration of the
newer and better that dominates the
world of computers.

Hom has his own pet project, He
wants to rescue the thousands of 993
gathering dust in closets and bassments
and get them into the hands of the many
children who don't own their own com-
puters. One teacher who obtained a
number of 991 reported important gains
when she allowed students to take their
computers home, something she couldn't
do with more expensive machines.

Hom tries to explain that fierce cult-
like allegiance of Y5ers, *“We've been out
on the limb since December 1983," he
says. **We're a community. It's wonder-
ful to enjoy the freedom that being an
orphan gives your. Nobody's going to
rescue you,” For those loyal 99ers, the Tl
Forum on CompuServe is the lifeline to &
world of support.

Juel Dreyfiess, who covers the romputer Indusiry
Jor Fortune, hus « Kaypro 1 In kis closet.
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