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"CARDS, DIE-HARDS, and DEAD HORSES: A
report on TI XPO B8-Fest West"

THE CARDS being plied at the TI Fest
Wast-XPO B8 in Las Vegas last month wers
not the pasteboards so common in the
casinos. They were RAM cards and
instead of wearing hearts, spades, clubs

and diamonds, they were labelled
Horizon, Rave {yes, Rave), and
Datablotics, The long awaited Grand Ram

from Databiotics was demo'ed by Ken
Hamai, of Orange County who was alsn
showing off his zany hardware (goto
"Personalities Section® on the next page
for a sketch of Ken and other show
headliners.)

KEN GOT HIS GRAND RaM the nlght before
the show 30 he was hard pressed to show
off its capabilities: 1t has "hot keys"
that can be toggled to turn on/off {Ee
tltle screen etc., can be configured so
it emalates ug to four drives, and has a
clock. The s ze-ranges from a stripped
down 52K priced at §147 up to $315 for a
512K model. Xen did work in a plug for
his HamRam or HamCracker sugerspace mod .
It %ermits bank awitching he RA from
Multiplan to TIWriter. The Grand Ram
has other features: an analog-digital
port for one {but no card, as yet), and
a printer apooler.

RAVE'S PRESIDENT, John McDevitt was on
hand to explain the workings of the new
Rave 99 Memory enhancement system, which

is the long way of saying RAM card.
This card has three memory variations
that start with a 64K board split up

into 32K of main memorg, and four
segments: 8K at >6000 -> >IFFF 8K System
DSR memory BK Non DSR 8K User DSR memery

ADDITIONAL MEMORY can be added to bring
the 64K card up to 256K and 512K in $10

atepa: $5199.95, $299.95 and $399.95.
This i3 said to be a good board. It has
a somewhat unique memor¥ saving device
emglogin a substantlal capacltor which
will nold file and program data up to
tive days, and a lithium battery can be
allipped nto the refresh ecircult too.
It has a "macro loader" (software) which
will Eermit operation without a module
in the cart port. J. Peter Hoddle was
on hand to demo the software he devised
for the card which included a memory
management system for bank switching

and program loading. McDevitt commented
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"The software pulls it together.®

BUD MILLS, the new owner of the Horizon
Ram Disk, had some fun showing off the
latest adaptation to the popular HRD
board. This was what he called the
Phoenix HRD, a 1MBG board with some
added horsepower, uh,uh, chips, that is,
to make !t work with Myarc's 9640. And
therein lies the reason for the name:
Hzarc originally planned on calling the
9640 the "Phoenix" but couldn't bhecause
already been adopted by
another brand. Howaver, Mills felt free
to use the name for his card. Mills
gointed out that he is not a hardware
esigner but a "parts man." He told a
bit about the card's hlstory and noted
inlgis brochure over 800 kits have been
sold,

TOM SPILLANE OF DIJIT SYSTEMS was also
on hand with his new Advanced Video
Procegssor Card (AVPC) which brings the
TI up to the graphlec’s capabllity of the
%640 and/or Amiga‘'s and 57's as it uses
the same Yamaha video chip. It offers
192K of fast video RAM hi-res bit map
graphics, and supports video digitizing,
among other things. The price 1s $220 +
$25 for appropriate monitor cable.

ANOTHER CARD {in this poker hand) that
was represented at the show was John
Willforth's exgansion box proto typing
board. Stocking thls item was L.L.
Conner Enterprise. Conner came all the
way from Lafagette, ind. to be at the

the name had

show. He operates a mail order business
deallng in TI goods: L.L. <Conner, 1521
Fggzy t. Lafayette, IN 47904 ({(CONT.
P

REPORT FOR THE SDCS
The February 16th meeting featured a

demo by Woody Wilson of how to place
TI-Artist instances in TI-WRITER. Two
programs were shown: one, from TI-SIG

and SCCG newsletters and the other a
program From TRIO+ Software. The group
was interested in the method of glacing
a plcture anywhere on the printed page
as well as the simplified method of put-
ting text with the picture and NOT using
CRLF at the end of the text line. Only
seven members attended. Watching TV?
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{"CARDS,DEAD HORSES DIE HARDS" CONT'D)
AN OLD TIMER and familiar Eace to all
was Franz wagenbach of T.A.P.E. Inc who
is the U.S. distributor of Mechatronics,
the West German hardware line which ha
been roduclnz variations of many of the
same types of cards already mentioned.

THE DEAD HORSE: Myarc's Geneve was very
mich on the scene: There were about
seven being used for displaying/demoing
software and cards. Also present was the
on-going debate 1f 99'ecrs should upgrade
to 1t. Actually, the 9640's operation
is established well enough, this should
be a dead issue, a dead horse.

LES MERRYMAN, West Coast distributor for
the new computer, took the podium to
defend 1it. His message (or is 1tf, hls
massage) was that 3640 owners shoulé be
Eatient, all the good things said about
he computer will come to pass. For an
instance, he said the long in coming
hard disk controller has reached the
beta test board stage and has so far
proven to be "hardware safe." Holding it
up is delivery of a clrcult board. He
noted it will be capable of performing
sophisticated operations such as multi
tasking and eventually could also have
subatantial data base powar. He said
the c39 subset is being prepared for the
9640 and it should not be dlfficult to
gort heavy duty software to it, usling
hat language. This brought a response
from Bob Boone of Ottawa, Ont., who said
he was aware the c99 subset had already
?ien supplied to Myarc. So where was

BOONE DID COME TO MYARC'S defense when
your's truly asked about the rumor that
only 250 chips critlical to the computer
had been disbursed by the chig maker
(Yamaha.) The implication was that the
company had produced nc more than 250
computers. The reasoning was faulty:
Boone said he knew at least 700 Geneves
have been sold.

NOW FOR THE DIE HARDS: The die hards
were those of us, the vendors and buyers
who braved a mild but unusually rainy

Las Vegas weekend to attend the Fest.
The conventlon room was never very
crowded when I was there, but group

assembled was congenial and helpful to

all. The Southern Nevada User's Group
of Las Végas, the hosts, are to be
complimented. They were like good
software: Transparent until needed and

then right there!

kkk Rt

PERSONALITIES AT the XPO:

hacker from

MEET Ken Hamal, a hardware
had fun showing off

Orange County who

his all_ black Darth Vader console,
"Where did you get the black console,"
asked I, the rube from San Diego. Ken
laughed and sald: "It's a requiar TI, I
just took off the metal cover." The
reason, he said, was because the metal
reflects lizht (in his set-up at home)
and that bothers his eyes. But after he
removed the cover, Ken bolted a small
gnat powered fan over the power supply
vent and then attached a dolls head
replica of Darth Vader atop that. And
there you have the Darth Vader console!

MEET Ray Kazmer of Sylmar, CA and a
member of the San Fernando Valley 99ers.
Ray ls the guy who brought out the
Woodstock Christmas cartoon just before
the holidays last year. With 1little
prodding, Rag told how he happened to
come ug with the theme. He had an idea
just before Black Friday, 1983, as to
kow he could lncorporate Charles Schulz'
cattoon chatacter from the Peanuts conmix
strip, into a TI arcade game. He then
contacted Kin? Features, the strips
owners, to see 1f they would give him
permissloen, and once the{ said yea, he
says he contacted the then head of
Atari. Would they be interested in such
a striﬁ. Sure would, he said, But, he
would have to run it by the board.

THEN HISTORY took two sharp u-turns and
Ray lost his gambit: TI left the home
computer market and Jack Tramiel tock
over Atari, and the guy he had talked to
about the idea was gqone in a house
cleaning, and so was his idea.

ANYWAY, LAST YEAR, Ray got the idea of
resurrecting the 1dea to put out as a
falrware, amusemnent idea. He was very
p%easgntly surprised with the receptlon
it got. .

NOW RAY, who is not just a die~hard, nor
just a true believer, but, veriiy, a

"man with a vislion" got to talking with
some of the software/hardware talents
assembled at the Fest and came to the

conclusion that a supercharged 99 using
10MEG of memory and capable of running
3-D animation is posslble. Even
progtams and files from other computers
could be trangsiated by such a computer
for use on the 99/44, RaT said. what
was (t Emerson said: "Hltch your wagon
to a star, else what's a heaven for?2"

RAY HAD on hand copies of his popular
Woodstock cartoon and another program
he's created which should be of interest

to people who have the Infocom text
adventures, 1It's a quick loader which
permits loading the adventures more

rapidly than they do az presently set
up. This item 1is also fairware. The
grugram‘s name is Rapid Loader, wversion
WO .
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(CONT'D FROM P2) MEET J.

Peter Hoddie,
a college student

from back Baat who
ver bo¥ kno is opne of the 92’5

orehos software egsigners. Peter
noted that some of the top programmers
working wlth the TI are mere youngsters:
He's 21 years old and a college student,
Paul Charlton is 23 and a gtudent at
Rensellaer Tech., Mike Dodd is a
16-year-old high school student and Jim
Lcame{?r just = graduated from  high
school!

ALL OF WHICH prompted Peter to gquip that
the software for the Myarc Geneve was
designed by the "Brat Pack" (of which he
was the chief exponent.)

MEET Barbh Welderhold, owner of the Queen
Anne Comﬁuter Shog, of Seattle, WA.
Barb had hopes of emonstratin? a new
development called a Vvideoflex card
bein? evelo?ed by Mlller Graphics of
Washington (state -- and not to be
confused with Cralq Miller of Callfornia
who was not there.) David Miller the
owner was unable Eo get 1t to the show,
The system is being developed by Miller
with software by Tom Wynne of the Puget
sound 9%9%er’'s.

BARB EXPLAINED Videoflex is an operation
in which vldec tapes (as in VCR) can
have text added for subtitles, but also
to "hook" a picture from the tape and
print 1t out to a printer for inatance.
This would requlre a Geneve, and could
be useful, say, to a teacher,

xxx®% AS A FINAL NOTE about Xpo88-Fest
West, the attendance was not large in
numbers, hut 100 per cent in interest.
(we heard about 200 attended. But
almost anf 99/4A hardware or software --
commercla and falrware - was
available. If the SNUG'ers throw
another one, be sure not to miss {t:
Some of the cards in

Las Vegas are electronic.
Johnson

A NEW AND MORE COMPLETE VERSION of his
c99 Com%ller has been released by Clint
Pulley of Canada. The latest version
was obtained from the LA 99'ers fairware
library and brought home from Las Vegas.
It should be In the llbrary by the time
you read this. The latest wversion has
several new features 1including a GOTO
function. Pulley put it in lasg,
because he wanted us to learn how to
rogram without it., And it sounds like
e has brought the sub-set up to where
?g feels it is complete and can stand on
s own.

{Editor's note: I was having trouble
gettling a ¢%9 file fetching program 1
wrote in ¢99 to work using the last c99
version. With the new one (Vers.4), it

By John D.
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ogerated properly. In his commentary,
c inE_Pul%ey ind.cat?s ﬁgl treats the
FEREElSh Lottt nicshel® HRSRE 2ol
again, Clint Pulley.)

EEEI T B T P Y E L e Y E L

OCTOPUS DISPLAY CORRECTIONS
By Waldo Hamilton

IN USING THE OCTOPUS and comparing lts
dis la¥ to the original articles [Dec.
198 ISIG Newslefter), I began to get
a little uncomfortable with at least one
of the lllustrations. 1 therefore built
some circuits to verify or clarify some
of them. The corrections are on page 4.

I also felt that a few users' hints
would be in order, soc here they are:

Since the drawings all show the scope
traces with connections glving a
horizontal trace with an open circuit,
and vertical trace with a short clrecult,
some equipment can cause confusicn.
Ideally, the achematlc should give
traces matching the illustrations. Some

"octopi® 1 have used glve traces
ogpos te what 1is shown. i.e,, open
clrcuit gives vertical trace. Do not be

alarmed. All you have to do is reverse
the connectors at the scope.

Most scopes have an "X-¥" switch
setting. This would be the setting you
want to use.

As to scale settin?s:
Vertical amp; 1 volt
Horizontal; 1 voilt

As far as I know, you are not concerned
with the Timehase controls on any scope
in wusing the X-Y function, unless that
control shows an X-Y functlon.

The presentation you get once  the
equipment is set up 1is gelng to vary
with which probe you put on a glven
point.

1f the presentation does not match the
{1lustration, simply reverse the probes.
The varlation 1is usuall¥ 180 degrees
(u?sidedown or right-to-left) from the
flinstration.

The angle of the trace wlth resistance
will wvary with the wvalue of the
resistance. Do not be concerned with
the exact wvalue here; we are mainly
looking for shorts or opens.

However...with experience, you will
probablg develop a feel for whether an
exgecte display with a marked value |is
ballpark correct. A 100K resistor is
not going to give the same angle as a 30
ohm resistor, obvlously.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4)



{CONTINUBD FROM PAGE 3)
The trace 1is golng toe vary with
different values of capacitance, also.
low value will be  barely
dlscernible...a 1large value (such as
1000uF) will glive closer to a clzcle.
If a small value 1loocks 1like a short,
turn the X control to a smaller value to
spread the display more. If the cap ls
indeed shorted, it will not spread. The
same applies to inductance...spread the
Y setting.

Junctions do not glive as sharp an angle

vertex as the illustrations show. The
vertex |is usuallg sllghtly rounded. Be
concerned with tThe angle beyond the
vertex.

There 18 also some wvariation with a
Collector-Emitter check. Ideallg, since
this check does not turn on the base,

the indication should be that of an open
{a straight horizontal line}).
However,..recently I have seen some new
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Transi stor Check

y
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unused translstors showing some activlity
on this check. I have not yet gotten a
definltive answer from engineexs on this
Issue. To me thls looks 1like a leaky
Junctlion. If the 1leakage 1is not too
great, and the circult not too choosy,
they seem to work. However; If I had my
"druthers", I would not use them. When

a transistor 1ia off, I like to know it
is really off. Wlth leakage I am not
sure.

Some displays seem to vary wlth

component values used in assembling a
given octopus. The ones I have bullt

ive solid 1llnes on Junction checks.

ome others give what appears to be a
slight "loop" appearance on Jjunction
checks. This should not be too much of
a problem if you catch it right away and
are aware that it can happen.

Good luck!
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NOTES FROM WOODY'S DESK

I had a wonderful time at the Las Vegas
XPO. I brou?ht back so many programs
that I still have not had the time to
learn them all. Ray Kazmer presented me
with a disk that really Impresses me...
2693 sectors of Ero?rams compresaed and
archived so tha t catalogs as 1439
sectors used! The new Archlver vn. 2.4
13 excellent. I have to make myself a
note to send in the fairware payment...
it is woxrth it!

i+ b 424 4 2 4 21 3 T+ E T F I+ E - E AR
In November 1387 we published a conver-
sion program for converting TI-Artist
instances to a DV/80 format so that the
could be used in TI-WRITER. One fault
find with the program is that it does
noet signal you when it is finished. I
llke to be doing something besides look-
ing at a unchanging screen for many min-
utes. So here is  my solution: Change
the 1last 1line of the program (the line
with "END") as follows:

650 FOR X=1 TO 10 :: FOR L=0
TO 30 STEP 2 :: CALL SOUND(
-50,700,L,2100,L,4200,L) ::»
NEXT L :: NEXT X :: END

Now when the %rogram finlshes, 1t will
ring a bell 10 times. You can change the
i=1 to 10 to any value that you want.
Just be sure the volume on your TV or
monitor is turned up 3o you can hear it.

Those of you with the Super X Basic
could simg ify this by using the chime
feature o the wmodule.., Thisz methed,

however, will work for anyone.

* [ TN

JOHN MOYTA CALLED MY attentlon to a fea-
ture of PRBASE that®can cause you a
slight problem {f It 1s overlooked.
¥hen preparing your report formats, be
sure to use the SPACEBAR to step from
one osltion to another. The caret -
symbols must be typed over or erased by
means of the spacebar. Do not just use
the FCTN S or FCTN D keys to move from
one position to the next. If the
required spaces doc not appear between
the 1tems in your header, the report
will not print properly.

STATUS REPORT ON "UNDB"

AS THIS ISSUE QF THE NEWSLETTER was
being wrltten, two disks with material
about "The Unlted 99/4 Data Base" came
from John Owen of the Johnson Space
Center Users Group. We, of the TISIG
{and the SCCG) are particigating in the
Ttoject of indexing all of our news-
Betters and including them in the Data
ase,

The new disks are named "UNDB-INFQ™ and
"UNDB-START". Due to the tight publica-
tion schedule of this issue 0of our own
newsletter, we will be unable to give a
full report on the contents of these two
disks. I have had time ¢to scan the
disks and £ind that they contaln a lot
of wuseful information that will be of
value in preparing £future indices £for
submlasion to the JUG.TX qroup. In
addition, some of the information will
be most helpful to anyone using PR-BASE.

There are now three single-sided disks
full of data (more than 1000 screens).
These disks will be placed in our group
library when received. I would like to
see each member with copies of ALL of
the issuyed disks. PFurther, JUG is ask-
ing for assistance In 1néexing various
publications, such as HMICROpendium,
Smart Programmer, TIPS, Short Programs,
Computer Shopper, Home Computer, Ryte
Data, etc. Volunteers for this project
will be most welcome, Get the dlsks
from the qroug 1ibrar¥ and go to it!
(Let your User Group offlicers know about
your participation.)

Let me put in a few remarks of my own at
this point. First, to participate in
this project you must have a disk drive,
Second, while you can initialize a disk
for PR-BASE using a re?ular disk manager
you can NOT read the disk wlth such a

manager. You MUST use the Erogram named
"PR-BASE VER. 2.0". ALWAYS label your
disks "PR-BASE" so that if you acciden-

tally try to catalog it with a disk

manager, you won't think it is a blank
disk. The program "REDISKIT" WILL work
and makes rine copies of PR-BASE disks.

In fact, If you copy with "REDISKIT",
you do not have to worry about initial-

lzing the copy disk slnce "REDISKIT®
does that for you. Third, always keep a
write protect tab on your master disk.

It ls so terribly easy to wipe out any
disk and PR-BASE is no exception!

Roland Anderson and I found cut the hard
way that it Yags to keep a back-up con
dls tly

of the DATA that you are curren
using, I wiped out a master disk!
There roject

iz one thing about this
that I feel should be emphasized. DO
SEND YOUR  falrware contribution to
William Warren. You can obtain PRBASE
Version 2.0 (which is the issue that is
to be used, NOT 2.01} from our library
or your frilends, but that does not re-
lieve you of the responsibility of pay-
ing for it., I fear that too often some
eople think that the act of obtalining a

isk from a group library obviates the
neceaslty of relmbursing the authors of
the fairware programs on the disk. If
you USE it, PAY for it.
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The San Diego TI-SIG is a speciat interest group of the San Diego Computer Society. it 1S neither affiliated with nor sponsored bu
TEXAS INSTRUMENTS, INC. tle acknowledge att registrations, copyrights and other legal rights of the companies./products menticned in
this newsletter. Such referances do not imply an endorsement or condemnation of these companies/ products. The opinions expressed by
the aumnrsdarg not necessarily those held by TI-SIG or its officers, Articles from this newsletter may be reprinted, provided their
source s credited.

Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each month, at 7 P.M., in the Game Room of the North Park Recreation Center, 4844 Idaho St., S5an Diego
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