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TI nas dropped the price of many of their
command wodules and programs, i¥ you haven't
seen the prices at K-Marts and other stores

then you have missed a quite a drop.

It appears that much of what is left of the
programs that TI issued are reaching the end of
their availability. In last months newsletter
we printed a 1listing of several sources of
99/4A equipment and programs. Don’t be left
out, send for one or more of the catalogues and
rbtain the programs you want now at excellent
prices, and before the supply is gone.

manutacture of their
Extended Basic Module, it seems highly likely
that several other of the better Modules will
alwn be licensed as TI's supplies disappear.
At least lets hope sO.

TI has licensed the

Many pevtple are abandoning the 9/4A because
there are no new programs available, and
because they cannot work the programs that they
have. I¥+ you know someone in this fix tell him
about us. If you Find yourself in this Fix
tell one of the officers what help you need of
this club. This club was founded twty and a
hal¥ years ago becausw we tould not get the
help we nesdad, our main goal is to help owners
of the %%/4A get the wmost out o+ their
computer. The PD/4A in the moxt poverful
machine out today, unless you purchase & i&6-bit
MS/DOS computer.

20 many of pur machines are winding up
as doorstops and paper weights that those who
write programs are finding no markets. Its up
to us, all opf us to help Oothers get their
machines out of the closet and into use. Its
alsc up to us to be able to use this computar

However,

effectively, so that we can benifit from the
investment we have made to date, in money, time
and energy. That's why this club and over 209

other clubs arocund the world were organized and
exist.

Ve cannot help i+ we don’t know what you need
and what help you want. You wust help to help
vyourself, no question is too unimportant or too
dumb, iynu got to see some of the gquestions I
still asmk), but if {t's not asked then it’l1
never be answered.

Next month is elections cowe down and vote,
don’t leave it up to twenty or so mambers to
elect your officers, if you can offer only one
hour & month, make these offer. Lend =& hand
it"11 be repaid many times over.

Marshall
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NEWSLETTERS FOR ALL

This club mails the CALL NEWSLETTER to over a
hundred other uUsers- Groups. We have
received newsletters +rom over ssventy groups
around the rountry, Each month more than
thirty newsletters come in.
Abnut a year ago, some of

were posted on the wall
Recently this practice has been restarted
with a added attraction. All newsletters
posted on the wall are available for members

those newsletiers

for all to see,

to take home and keep at the end of the
meeting. It im hoped that this practice will
allow more members to get news or tips from

the other groups since they
for a couple of
taking them down.

Since our meeting place (The Atlanta Fulton
County Public Library) has a copy wmachine,
any mewmberz wha want to share posted materia)l
are able to do so.

It is my intention to continually post these
current copies of other groups newsletters at
sach

will be posted
hours before people start

meeting, Several reasnns are bahind
this. There is more information available in
the

newsletters of all the other groups than
We could ever hope to reprint in our own
newsletter. That is why all the newsletters
that we receive are ctollected into notebooks
in a ordered fashion. This wmakes them
theoretically accessible to all membares. In
practice it is difficult for those who attend
meetings to nee all the current newsietters,
Those newsletters in the notebooks are not
able to be removed and pazsed around because
that is a sure fire way for them to get lost,

mangled, and permanently ocut of order. I+
the collection were kept up to date and
orderly but locked up somewhere, that would

also not maks no sense.

The best course of action seems to be kesping
the notebooks available for reference and
posting recently received copies for all top
see. The club will be happy to copy articles
that people find in the notebook. Just write
down the wmonth, page, and the club that
published the article. Please provide 18
cents per side. You can make arrangements to
have them mailed, to pick them up, or collect
them at the next meecting.

I would like to point- out that all the
humerous offerings and advertisements the
group receives are available in another

notebock for people to thumb through.
Come to the next meeting and see how alive
this computer really is.

Gary Matthews
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A__CLUB THANK _YOU

Jim Hubbard donated a cable to the club that
allows us to easily hook up to the big screen
projector that is kept back stage in the
library auditorium. All those that have meen
demonstrations where the big screen projector
is used realize what a great enhancement this
is to the program. THANK YOU Jim.

cC L U B
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Joe Mayton in Marietta H:428-8%9446 W:i3942580
selling black console still in box.

AVAILABLE AT THE MEETINGS

TI-FORTH Members
Control DATA Diskattes

Casatte Tapes C-18, C-20, k C-39
Best of P%er Magazines as well as selected
selected issues of HOME Computer Magazine

%20 Non-members S35

WANTED: Uwmed P-Pox contact Gary Matthews
233-3I9%4 will pay %80

MEEYINGS

The dates and times for wmeetings of the
Atlanta 99/4A Computerr User's Group is the
third Sunday of the wmonth at the downtown
Atlanta Public Library (off Margaret Mitchell]
Square) at X p.m. Far those without a
calandar handy] the meeting dates are January
28th, and February 17th.

chapter meetings are held the first

Sunday of the wonth at the Clayton County
Recreation Center in Jonesboro, 181 Lake
Jodeco Rd., wmeetings gegin at 3Ipm. The naxt

meeting dates are
3rd. For more information call
at 951-9199.

January éth and February
Billy Glass

chapter holds regular wmeetings every
other month, The next meeting dates are the
$irst Monday of the wmonth, February 4th at
7pm. The group meets at the Clarkston's
Womens Club, off N. Indian Creek acraoss the
tracks from E. Ponce Deteon beside the
Clarkston Baptist Church. For more
information call Ralph Danson at 292-3427,

- SmEEEEaE

CALL NEWSLETTER

CALL NEWSLETTER is the voice of the Atlanta
99/4A Computer Users Group. P.0.Box 19841,
Atlanta, GA 32325,

It is published at least 1@ times a year.
The A®CUG is incorporated as non-profit and
is not affiliated with any commercial company
or organization.

CALL NEWSLETTER is published by and for the
members of the APCUG to enhance their
knowledge of home computers. CALL NEWSLETTER
i composed of articles written and/or
donated by members of our group and from
articles appearing 1in Dther Home Computer
Users Groups around the world. Opinions
expressed by the authors do not necessarily
represent those of the Officers or members of
the APCUC.

Permission is hereby granted to any users
group receiving our newsletter to reproduce
any article in this newsletter, unless the
article is otherwise noted, provided credit

is given to the author and to CALL
NEWSLETTER. The ASCUG +reely exchanges
Newsletters with other Users Groups around

the country. I+ another club would like to
receive cour Newsletter but does not have one
of their own to exchangei] we will gladly send
it to them. We do ask that they wsend %5 a
vear or 3@ cents a Newsletter to help cover
costs.

Membership is open to families ad individuals
who own or are interested in wusing and
pregramming home computers. Membership
includes copies of this newsletter as they
are published, access to meetings of the main
group and sub-groups, subject to the rules of

the sub-grpup, and the groups Public Domain
Library. Annual dues are %15.90.
= r 2t : 1+
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Marshall Gordan
Gary Matthens
Elise Gordon

In tranmition
We need one

Bob Willis

Wa need one

We need one

President
Vice President

Secretary/Treasurer
Newsletter Chairman
Program Chairman

Library Chairman/BPE8 Sysop
Education Chairman

Recrui tment Chairman
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EAST SIDE CHAPTER (ESCUG)

President

Vice President
Secretary/Treasurer
Librarian

Ralph Danson
Bill Dickinson
FPat Hester
Robert Murphy
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SOUTH SIDE CHAPTER
Billy Glass :

Dennis Hawkins
Bobr Orr

President
Vice President
Secretary/Treasurer
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AMA-LINK TERMINAL EMULATOR +

by Genrge Sears

fFor you who have been $frustrated by the
limitations the TEZ module puts opn Yyour
telecommunicatinns, there is hope in the new
terminal emulator programs that are becoming
available for the TI?/4A. There are at lesast
four of these programs currently available:
TE3, TE120%, PTERM, and TE+. Recently 1
bought the AMA-L INK TERMINAL EMULATOR+
proaram which has some nice features and some
aggravations.

The package includes one disk and & booklet.
In addition to the TE progsram, there is a

disazssembler utility, assembly language
utilities, and a small spreadshest program
mith - demonstration called "cash
controller®. I have not yet tented the
additional programs.

The program regquires Extended Basic,
Editor/Assembler, or Mini-Memory, 32K, dimk
system, RS232, and a phone modem. It will
alsp use a printer.

When the program s run, & mwenu permits

selection of the terminal emulator. The next
screen has 8 sets of options to choose from:

1) RSZ3I2 fort (1-4) Detfault =i

Z) BAUD Rate (110-399-1200-4820)

= 39 .

3) Parity {(EVEN,ODD,NONE) Default = EVEN

4) STOP Rite (1-2) Detault = i

%) DATA Eits (7-8) Default = 7

&) ECHD (Y/N} Default = N

7) Screen Width (48-38-36) Default = 48

8) Alternate Dutlet File permits output
to printer, etc.
when no further changes are needed, curser is
moved to 9) CHANGE (Y/N). When N is
selected, you are ready to communicate. One
nite t+eature 15 the ability to to return to
this menu toc alter settings without 1loosing
data stored or leaving the program. On-line
changes are accessed using Control with the
number keys!:

Default

CTRL 1 TOGGLE between hal+ and full duplex

CTRL 2 TOGGLE Alternate Dutput

CTRL. I RESETS Text Buffer

CTRL 4 TOGGLE Save Text File an/of¥

CTRL 5 Sends contents of buffer to disk or
printer (doesn’t reset buffer)

CTRL & Tranafers ASCII +4ile from disk

CTRL 7 Recisves ASCI]I fiie tO d1SK

CTRL 8 Stops ASCII transfer

CTRL 9 TOGGLE Key Click

ETRL & RESETS to Option Menu

In use the program does some very nice

things. I bought it primarily for the

ability to collect data from buletin boards

and computer services and save them to disk
in 16k {about 12 typed pages) incraments
instead o©of one monitor screen at a tiwme as
with the TEII module. It doss thix quite
well. It saves all transmitted information
in a 16K buffer. The WRAF mode is not nesded
for program downloading.When the buffer has
rom left for 399 characters, it beeps three
times. When it is full, it honks once. To
w=ave the data in the buffer, snter CTRL 5. A
prompt asppears for you to enter the device
name. You have B choice of saving to either

disk or printer. After saving your data it
is still retained in the buffer. To reset
bufifer you must enter CTRL 3. Another

advantage is the ability to save the data in
the buffer after hanging up the phone.

The ability to toggle between full and hal+
duplex as well as to return to the option
menu to change transmission parameters while
%ti1ll on line is a decided advantage when you
are calling a system for the first time. The
program does seem to be a little +lakey in
its treatment of parity bits, however. Some
TI buletin beoards require even parity and
some require odd and sometimes the same
board’'s regquirements change from one call +to
the next. The TEII module uses the default
setting for all of these. T have included a
limt of the local (Atlanta) boards with the
transmission parameters +for those I have
reached with TE+,

In exchange for these advantages there are
some features of TEII that are not available
with TE+. It does not support speach, music,
or graphics, I feel this is a good trade.
The manual that comes with the program lists
the ASCII file hendling teatures (CTRL & 7)Y,
but they are not on my disk. I called AMA to
discues the problem. They said that CTRL 8
was also part of the ASCII enhancements which
wWere mimxing. They =aid thay would zend a
new disk and their revised manual. It has
not vet arrived so I wWill write an update

when it gets here. . :
By Y s tarara st d o s T e

STYSTEM ID iSYSOF) CTIMES] | PHONE # PP LS D
363 IR 30 B AU I I A A AR K I IR H NI NI R
AAA-EBZ..(Mel Etheridge)..... ! 471-9473 I N L 2 1 8
Ace Conmecticn.. APPLE ......i1#352-3231 | N | 2 | 8 |
APCUG-EES, . TI Userg Group ..! P%8-7444 | O [ 1 | 7 |
Alphp-Omegs. «.vn-. [apm-2am)..! AXIS-245%4 ! H : r
Aanthrax's AE.,. APPLE ........1 J&&-4Z65 | } H !
Atlanta Conn..(Bilt Noel)....! 929-282¢ | i i i
Eyte Bashere.. AFPPLE ........} B43-2537 | ' H |
Cable Conn.. (Doan Simpsonl....! 427-B&83% | N i 2 5 8
CEBZ (Atl Computer Spciety)..!#H&3&6-6130 [ & §+ 1 1 7
Clarketon BBS.cuvivnascscnarsi Z2P6-Z463 | i H i
CoCc ERE (Lee Elitch} [ép-éal! IPE-4418 ( N | 2 | 8 1!
Color Bpard (Cato) Ligp-7al..! 97i-#1%3 ! i H
Crystal Falace.. (Jon Carr)...i 299-3511 | i H '
Cumber land Match-B& (Eric G.)  I#432-9471 | H H H
The Dragon..{Ed Cramer)......! 274-4581i@8 { N | 2 | B8 !
The French Connection.. C-64 | ?53-4493 | i | H
Grest Southeastern =C=- Board, !IN928-187&% t N | 2 | 8 !
Greene Machine..{(Eric G.}....IHP72-7947 | t H H
Heathikit BBS (Al K.kScott... in252-434%5 | i i H
HIGH TECH EEB5. {Doug Vinsonl.,.. !#779-4457 | N ! 2 | B |
ITEBE. . tLeroy Williams).,.... 1 H4?1-8824 | H H i
JOBBS.......,[écpm~Sam ONLY)..!NPPZ-B893I7 ! H i )
Kinky Konnectioh., ...ceoeerece I SBX=279% | H H i
mAdHOUSE. . (Lanny Finchl.au...iNP64-3843 | N | 2 { B !
marauger SysStems (10m Sawyerti $¥8-318Z ; i H i
Microne#t. ... v 0va. =FID0O= .. HF7P-5105 | ! i
Micrpsty+t REEES.,. (Les Freed)..i#99B-8P48 | E | 1 | 7 !
Micro $9 (Bcb Orr) TIF®R/4dA .. Pa885-09%92 | E | 1 | 2 !
Marietta ATARI BBE......00...1 425-3084 | ! ! !
Master AE. .. AFFLE secrnsrradi APB-44%8 | H i
MKBBS.., (Michael Kraftt).......| &33-2915 | i { H
MLEES.. (Rod RoO@rk}...,.vuu..=!#451-7130 ! 1 i
IrisrIsiinIna: in i H457-4784 | H H i
NOCHANGE. . ¢Jim K1o5S) a1 ea..! 587-4198 | H i :
Norcreoss S-18Q BBS (J.Goochl.! $21-113& | N ! 2 ¢t @ !
ONLINE . sivuasvnnann srrsssasal 475-0307 | ' t N
Ozzyland..IM-F Spm-11:32pm).. !H2958-3712 ! i H '
PEBS.. (Bob Weaver)........... ! #743-3241 ! t b '
PC=Exchange....[lipm-?pml.,...! 977-6&B6 ! H H H
PC-Forum.. (Lee Nelson)....... IM7A1-34X5 | t ! :
PCUG-BBS.. (Randy Bullard).... i#&34-5731 ! H ! .
Pl Pipers AE.. APPLE ........! 498-44%& ! H ' i
RAM-PAGE.. (Gary Pearcey).....! 923-9222 | N | 2 : 8
RCBBS (C. Shephard) (8Bp-l@al.! B43-B380 ! H '
RCPM, , (Jim AltMEN) i uveeunasa. (WEZ7-2127 | ! P

The RocklLine..{Jetf Krull},.,! 979-0236 | N ! 2 | B
The Sex Connection...........! 498-4721 | i H

€ix Flags BBES., {Greg Maddux).! 941-515%% ! i H .
Spectron BRE., (Glen Collier).!HPP8-R6B¢ | i i H
Stone Mtn CBM-BES.. C-84 ,,..! 46%-1383 ! ! ' i
SuperSystem BES. . TI-99/4A ..} 47842823 ! O 1 1§ *
Third World..{(Paul Roberts)..! 7%Z8-8B4%8 | N | 2 | B |
TIEBESHL (Ralph Fowler)..,,.,.!#42%-%2%3 | O | 1 | 2 !
TIBBSHZ (Boyd Cone)........,,! $28-4278 | 0 } 1 7 !
XTEBE, . (Christopher Street),.!¥374-2378 | H :
Warpg Spece BPT (Ruger DErerl)..! 295-3148 ! N | 2 . B |
EE EE RN RS ENE NN S ETRRIECSSSEEWRESS=S=%x

® = 320/128F Baud Supported
AR R NSRS SRS SRS S sm=====A*2ESS S

NGTE: P=FARITY S=3TQF BITS D=DATA BITS




Fage 4

ASCUG CALL NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER 1784

HELE:

What started out a= a comwitimernt to Gary
Matthews to write a short article on modems
has almost becowme a nightmare. Every l(and I
do wmean every) piece of eguipment I have
started malfunctioning. I still have doubts
mbout some of it working now. But waybe I
can giv. others a few ideas on how to deal
with these situations.
First of all, READ the instructions that come
with your eguipment. I +find that using a
Hiliter pen helps wme to read the key phrases
and commands. After you’®ve read the
instructions and it still waon't work, don’'t
give up. There are people who can help you.
An alternate method im to take your eguipment
and try (it on someone else’'s system. By
replacing the items one by one, you wWill
eventually Ffind the faulty jitem, or see that
it’s what you're doing that's wrang and not
the eguipment. I was able to save a lot of
time and learn a lot this way.
This has also been & blessing in disguise. I
have learned more about the system and how it
works., And I have met a 1ot of people who
are mare than willing to share their
knonledge with you. -

KEEP COMPUTING

Ed Banovatz

CompuServe

The CompuServe Information Service (CIS)
is the largest video text service open to the
consumer., It has achieved this by providing
the consumer with a vast array of services at
reasconabies ecost (%L per hour - noanpr ime
time). A review of the subject index for CIS
reveals about %95 categories of potential
interest to the home computer owner and the
list expands by #five sections every threse
weeks.

The consumer can read the latest AP world
news bulletin, NOAA weather wire, wholesale
prices for diamonds, ete. Of particular
interest to YI 99/9A owners is the special
interest groups (SIGS) devoted to computers.
The one which supports the 4A in great detail
is the Texas Instruments Forum, Never
additions to CIE are the Official Airline
Guide (OAG) and the Electronic Mall. The
former permits the review of schedules and
fares for over &40 airlines world wide while
the latter allows one to shop slectronically.
A mign on kit can be purchased at a good
bookstore for ®29. Hardware reguired in
addition to the computer is an RS232
intertace and a modem. These latter two
items can bDe purchased For under 205,
Software needed is a terminal emulator
package which includes either TEI1, PTERM, or
TE1290. After a ten minute phone call tc
CompuSarve you're up and running.

Tl 99/4A owners having been deserted by TI
are basically orphans and one way to survive
ie through the SIG devoted to TI computers,
the Texas Instruments Forum. After logging
on, this SIG can be reached by typing G PCS
27. This gives the computer user access to a
message board which covers 8 sections
(section a8 is devoted to the TIPRO).
Specific sections camprising The Forum are as
follows!

T1 NEWS
Software/Languages
User's Groups

TI Forum Lounge

General

Tl 99/4A
Special Events
wanted/For Sale

From the abuave it can be seen that the
coverage for the 4A is guite complete and iw
an important means for information exchange.
Probably the wost distinguishing feature of
The Forum is the four sysops who readily
provide answers to questions posed by the
users. Communication between users is =m0
rapid on CompuServe it mppewsars to be an

interactive system . A sSpecial area opsn tp
S16 users is the V area. This area permits
spétware and hardware developers to describe
their products along with pricing and other
related information. Individuals san list
their names and addresses coupled with their
specific computer interesis which allow for
software trades for example , Sign up today
wou will not be disappointed!

Bob Costello Fres. New Jersey Users Group

BOOK LENPING LIBRARY

The club will soon start & Lending Library
where books that the clul has purchased will
be able to be checked out by members at the
monthly meetings. The books will be due at
the following month's meeting.
This idea has been tried before. The result
was that the club’s supply of over a dozen
books costing an average of %8.99 each soon
dwindled to three books. Most of the books
were never returned. The end result was that
the <club lost not quite a hundred doliars in
books in lexs than three wmonths and the
members in general lost the ability to check
out books from which they could learn.
The idea 0f a lending library is a good one.
Mewmbers can at no charge have access to
numerous books where they can read the entire
book or use the time as a great way to decide
i¥ the book is one they might want to g0 oput
and buy on their own,
This time the Lending Library will be
maintained in such a way as to allow the
wmembership to have a continual supply of
reference material yet keep the club from
losing wmoney each month over any books that
may not be returned.
The Book Lending Library will be operated in
the following way!:
All books in wstock are available to be
borrowed. You must be a current member to be
eligible. Up to two books may be checked out
a month,
When a book is borrowed, the borrower writes
a check +for the cost of the bouk or books
plus 5% sales tax. This check is kept in
trust and returned to the member at the naxt
wmeeting wupon return Df the Dbooks. I¥f the
books are not returned by the next meeting,
rew books are bought to replace them with the
check.
This procedures will give members -
continually available supply of books to
choose +#rom at no charge. This procedure
will alsc insure that the club has books to
lend without constantly losing money if books
are not returned.

Happy Borrowing

Gary Matthews
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The HOME Computer Magazine was
he ?I 4 the only

publication For t national

2/4A computer, Their major

fault=s have been: Inconsistent publicshing schedule( 3

issugs over a 1 month period)land biased r i
Despite the shortcomings, most all users D+EVI::?;
computer hope the magazine will survive. In the

interest of fair play, a release from th i
"
several of the users’ groups is included belg:?aZIne ‘e

OME COMPUTER

PN mMagazine s
Here at Hoss Computer Magazine we have noticed some unfair “speculative muckraking”
in a few TI user group newsletters regarding the changes we annocunced in a recent press
ralease. For thoss who have chosen not to accept our rsasons for changing our magazine
format, the message from the publisher (reprint enclosad) in September‘s Home Computer
Bagezine and Home Computer Digest (copies enclosed) further clarify our magazine’s
coming improvements. FPlsase take a moment to read thea.

Septesber 11, 1984

Dear User Group Membars:

Ve understand the anxiety many of you sust have felt when you incorractly heard that
our support for your machine was being revoked. Rumors about some kind of “grand plan”
to phase out first TI-99/4A advertising and then TI-related articles are simply not true.
In fact, concern for supporting our TI subscribers and advertisers played a major part
in the changes we effected. For exasple: o

—Qur TI readership is booming and on the increase; it would bs an absurd business
decision te reduce coverage of the TI-99/4A.

—Tha strong support of our Tl subscriber base and TI-related newsatand sales will
allow the magazine to survive without advertising and all of ths negative side
effacts it bresds. Thim will increase the quality of the magazine for all of our
readers.

—>Nine times a ysar, Home Computer Digest will provide an sfficient, inexpensive
ssdium for advertisers of TI products to reach you, their targeted market. Because
of the Digest’s smaller format and more-limited distribution, the cost per ad page is
far below the price that an ad page used to be in our magazine—thus effectively
lowering the entry barrier (as low as $100} to new advercisers.

—~Me now require all sdvertisers to pay cash up—front before publication of their ad.
This helpe us to feel more comfortable with the financial viability of a company. In
the past, we have found a high corrslation between advertisers whe did not pay their
bills and advertimers who did not deliver what was promised to consumars.

The staff here at Home Computer Hagaxine is proud of the fact that we are currently
the only internstional publication with any raal substance gupporting the TI-99/4A. Ve
make sure that thers are at least as many pieces of quality TI software and reviews
published in each issus of the current sagazine as there were when we covered only the TI
market.

In addition to hurting the feelings of our dedicated magazine staff, ths recent flurry
of nagative newsletter press and rumor—sohgering spreads bad feelings among other user
groups. To keep your user group base strong and vital, it is important that you stress
powitive iswues and {deas. Otherwise, users will become discouraged and switch to other
machines, or give up on home computing altogether—a situation which would inevitably
lead to the demise of many user groups. And nobody wants to see that happen.

The world’s best covarage of the TI-99/4A is continuing—strongsr than sver. Rumsors
to the contrary are simply the result of the overworked imaginations of a few newsletter
writers. May we suggest that in the future they take the time to check with us first
and get their facts straight.

Sincerely,

pared

David G. Brader
Executive Editor
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Here is a nifty project for the experimenter.
Do you have a lot of software that is
configured for RS232 yet you have a parallel
printer? Well, this little gizmo will output
on the serial port making the computer think
it is talking to the RS232 and then on this
external circuit all the data is converted to
parallel for the parallel printer
regquirements. This circuit produces a
CENTRONICS compatible interface. Good Luck.
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This literature zame frim the Kationzl Assistance Eroup.

It is reproduced

Nere !in ccweshat smaller typel for the comsideratice of our mesbers.

Po/4A NATIDNAL ASSISTANCE OROUP
P.O. BOX 290812 FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33329

(305) 583-0467

T1-99/4A: A superior computer

Heres s riddie: How can you make a
computer that is betier than an
Apple, sell it for less thin a
Commodore VIC-20, and not lose
money? Give sp? So did Texas
lastruments!

About 6 p.m. oa Friday. Ociober
2, 1985, T announced that it would
be leaving the home computer
business and cease Lo produce the Ti-
99/4A computer and periphenals as
of November, (983, The perowal
home computer department{vhich
has been opurating st a loss) will be
discontinued, although <iher
deparuments of this mubi-billion-
dollar corporation — such m the
department that produces the well-
nctived and  highly-stcclaimed T

will be continued.

As reguired by federal baw. TI
must and will honor its warrantics
{such as the one year warranty on the

T1-99/4A compuicr console] and
must & Wi

i beist five after ats
AnnouUnceEment its intention 1o

kave the home computer business.

y If's better

another _machine with |o-bi

1 s, that ar¢ nalessiree
today than yesterday: (1) Among the

only T1 was making use of the more
sophisticated 16-bit microprocessor
rather than the 8-bit microprocessor
wed by the competition, Want

]
will al 4 16-bit mxrop
But mEI a% cost significantly more
than the T1-99 4A).

{2y Among the available popular
microcompulers.

built-in lbnliai for_uruty !!El'?r
p moving sprites. Lo
be sure the i clein B

oi Ebul Eﬁ How” By adding TI's
5991

ip. the chip siready
posscssed by those whe own a T1-
99:4A tat a cost of less than $200)!
Costcomparision. anyone?

{3) Amang the avsilable popular
microcomputers, only Ti had a
mainframe-style assembly language
with, for cxample, the capubiluy of
handling the writing of relocatable
code (rather than being confined to
absoluse addresses). According to
CREATIVE COMPUTING Maga-
zine, the editor/ assembier for the Tl
was oumtsianding. Not only did it
show the writing of relocatable code.
but siso ils editor (rather complete)
was like s word processor for
assembly language, and its buili-in
ucilities gave the power of machine
code withihe case of progr ing in
extended BASIC. Wherz clse could
you find such festures’ Not with
Timex/ Sinclair, Commodore, Atan.
Radio Shack, or Apple.

Texas Instruments has alwa
H techno-
i mpovation, as the invenloss

professor Al 1 mixocompater
?!'TI‘"}'S' Temember T Speak-and-

pell” from the movie ET.) and
5@ m?‘gition {onc reason for
ihe _popilaniy of -t _TLLro
comEﬂ a_fcaiure lacking in i

99/4A National Assistance Sroup
““World's Largest Compuler Assistarce Sroup’’

P O Box 290812
F Lavderdale, Ha. 33329
(303) 583-0467

NOW SERVING: OVER 11,000 MEMSERS IM S0 STATES AND 19 COUMTRIES AROUMD THE WORLD
DEAR 99/4A OMWER:

WHER T.I. nmmmmmmamu&mmWMLmsm, MANY CF
nzss/ummmsmmrmmmmmmmmmnm THEIR
SYSTEMS. THE 99/4h NATIOHAL ASSISTANCE GROUP MANTS TO ASSURE YOU THAT AS A MEMBER OF OUR
GROUP YOU WILL BE AWARE OF THIRD PARTY WANIFACTURERS WHO ARE CONTIMUING TO EXPAND THEIR

WHMDMMYMMM.
mcménu.smrm”/uIsmammmmmmnwwm.
mxwmmmrmmmsmmmm:

ALL T.I. AND THIRD PARTY PRODUCTS FOR YOUR 99/4h. EVERY MONTH YOU WILL
ND SOFIWARE AND NEW WAYS TC USE YOUR COMPUTER. BECAUSE

RECT FROM MANUFACTURERS AND PASS OM THE SAVINGS TO YOU.

WE MO
RECEIVE AN UPDATE OF NEW HARDWARE A
Of OUR GROWING MEMBERSHIP WE BUY DI

#AS A MEMBER OF THE 99/4A NRATIONAL ASSISTANCE GROUE, THE POLLOWING GROUP SERVICES ARE

AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS:

STECHNICAL ASSISTANCE - A STAFP OF TECHNICIANS 10 HELP YOU WITH ANY QUESTIONS WITH
YOUR COMPUTER, ACCESSORIES, PROGRAMS, ETC.

*CONTINUED UPDATES OF NEW PRODUCTS, MEM IDEAS .
*D UNT! ALL SORIES, HARDMARE, SOFTWARE, PRINTERS, MODEMS, DISK.DRIVBS,
ALL CABLES, INTERFACES, MANUALS. WE STOCK QVER 500 ACCESSORIES FOR MEMBERS C

*SOPTWARE PROGRAMS IN CATEGORIES SOCH AS GAMES, GRAPHICS, DEMOS, MUSIC, EDUCATIONAL,
A AT
ENGIWGEERNG, BUSINESS, HOME IDEAS, ETC.

R YOU VILL BE RECEIVING OUR LIST OF BOFTWARE. YOU CAN PURCHASE ANY

*IF Y A
TYE PRICE OF EACH PROGRAM IS

OF THE PROGRAMS ON DUR LIST, OR CASSETTE OR DISK.
$2.00 EACH OM CASSETTE OR $3.00 OR DISK.

AIF YO, RECOMMEND ANOTHER, 10 OUR GROUP, YOU WILL RECEIVE 5 GROUP DOLLARS. IF
¥YOU SUBMIT A PROGRAM ({BASIC OR EXTENDED BASIC ONLY) AND IT 1§ APPROVED, YOU WILL I!?CEIVE
15 GROUP DOLLARS. GROUP DOLLARS CAN BE SPENT ON ANY HARDWARE OR SOFTWARE WE CFFER®

4IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY PAID ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUBS, THEY ARE ONLY $10.00.
DUES GO TO HELP SUFPORT LIBRARY, OFFICE EXPENSES, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT .
PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY OFDER PAYABLE TO THE 99/4A NATIONAL ASSISTAKCE GROUP.
MIP PACKAGE WILL BE MAILED WITHIN 24 HES.

(ENMVELOPE AND APPLICATION ENCLOSED}

99/4A NATIONAL ASSISTANCE GROUP

OR. HART MAS BEEN DOING RESEARCH

IN COMPUTERS SINCE 1964. DR. HARTS
FESEARCH IS THE BASIS FOR MANY OF THE
COMPUTER T.V. SHOWS YOU WATCH TCDAY.

NOTE:

2 abwy

P84T H3ITWIDIQ

4ILLITISMAN TTYI DAd6Y




Page B

A9CUG CALL NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER 1984

TERMINAL EMULATORS

Peyond the TEZ Cartridge there are at least 4
Terminal Emulator programs available.
is a gquick reference:
1. AMA LINK (EMULATOR +UTILITIES)
834.95 (417)-B4%9-1917
AMA SOFTWARE P.0.BOX 3024 GS
SPRINGFIELD, MO, &5808

Here

2., TE-129¢ SOFTMAIL $44.%5

3. TE3 (Public Domain)
Avallable through Users Groups

4. PTERM %14 (or %12 i+ you send
initintlired disketta)

417 E. ALPINE ST.
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL 32791

FEEDBACK ON THE CLUB
PUBLIC DOMAIN LIBRARY

The APCUG received a letter recently from
Sister Mary Anne of the Sacred Heart School
in Wisconsin. It Has a letter of
sppreciation concerning the programs that
this club makes available through the club
library.

Our club ltibrarian, Bob Willis organizes and
updates the programs that are aveilable. Bob
with the assistance of his son Troy, record
the programs to tape or diskette and wail
them of+ to those whe have requested them.
They will also freguently include unreguested
programs as & bonus.

One of the programs sent to Sister Mary Anne
was one that took up most availiable wemory
and she had difficulty loading it. Bob wrote
to her explaining how to lpad the program =o
it would run and included other tips as well.
In her letter to the club, Sister Mary Anne
wrote, *"We at Sacred Heart School are trying
to give the children what we can in training

them to learn +rom  the computer and your
input wyou ogave us will help. Gratefuuly
Yours, Sister Mary Anne®.

It seemed like a gpood idea to Jet our
mebership know what their club vand club

librarian Bob Willis is ‘'doing.

********************I*******************
NEW PERIODICAL NEW PERICDICAL

From s=several sources I have heard of a new
publication +or the 99/4a, it is called
SUPER 99 MONTHLY. It is maid to have tips for
new and advanced programmers, articles on
Farth, programming, gamem, and wmany other
subjects. Subscription is %12.80 psr year.
BYTEMASTER COMPUTER SERVICES
171 Mustang St.
Sulphar, LA 78463

SOURCE NOTES

Don Bynum, who was President of Texas
Instrument’'s Home Computer division, has
spearheaded the revival of TEXNET on the

SOURCE. Once aaain TEXNET is up and runnins.
There are similarities to its previous
incarnationi allowing the listing of TI users
online, reading TI NEWS, and the downloading
of public domain pragrams supplied by the IUG
which in the past received about 400 & month
from the SOURCE to maintain those programs.

In the brief time I spent browsing through
the menu selections, TEXNET looks a bit
better than before. The TI related NnaEnws

online promises to be a better selection than
previously. You can include your interests
ag & TI user in a guestionaire kept on file
for others to search through as you are able
to look for interests that wmatch your own.

There is a listing of an ongoing Newsletter

for the TI 99/4A. I believe it is called
SUBFILES 99. Sounds very worthwhile though I

naven 't had time to #XplOore it yet. The menu
listing I saw included these subjects:
BASTRAN,; FTRAN/ID, THIS_1SSUE, EDITORIAL,
MAILBAG, AGUAFORTH, RUMOR_MILL, SCREENCOLOR,
CALL_LOADPS, FCLONE/LD, ONE_LINERS, STARTEMT,
SUBFILE, SFTIMER, FORTH, and a few Others.

The Newsletter can be addressed from
Lavel by typing 'PUBLIC 181 DIRECT".
Besides the public domain downloads,
purchaseable programs can be downloaded and
are charged to the same credit card account
as your SOURCE billing. These downloads are
provided by SOFTMAIL which is a business run
Dy Charlss LaFara.

Also on the SOURCE though not associated with
TEXNET is a TI related information exchange.
This is similar to the public section of wmost
BEC'm. This mection is addressed at Command
Level by typing 'POST R T1*.

I would like to present & monthly update of
Tl information found on the BSOURCE. I
welcome the input of any others who use the
SOURCE regularly since my own usage |{s
infrequent.

Command

Gary Matthews




DECEMBER 1984 A9CUG CALL NEWSLETTER

Page %

The following is a list of those nominated as Officers and those
volunteered to serve in the following positions!

President Gary Matthews
Vice President Jim Hubbard
Sec/Treasurer Billy Glass

Newsletter Chairman Marshal Gordon
Librarian/BBS Sysop Bob Willis
Publicity Bill Kleinsorge
Programs Pat Cameron Jim Hubbard

have

Ralph Danson had to decline the nomination for Vice President do to an

increased work load. Ballots are included below to be either mailed

dropped inte the ballot box at the January meeting.
If you think you could help out on a committee piease volunteer.

in or

Ballot "
President

Gory Mathews

write IN & o e e

Vice President
Tim HuLaLJo\r‘cI___ o

write IN o o e e e

T Gme e egn wmy .

Secre+ary/Treasurer
Bi”y Glass__,_ ——————

w rf'Fe IN e e e e e e L

-
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Atlanta
J| Rachter Puza 99/4A
Computer

Users
Group

Tovison's

45 3vdoy

Next Meetine:
SUNDAV,JTAN. 20 & FEB.17

— AtLANTA Pusic Lisrary
GEORG A .

PaciFic 33: (:)(:) F? rV1.

;mn‘ﬁf
N For MORE DETAILS, CALL $53-2013

(A DonaTION WILL BE REQUESTED -
MeMBERS - 50¢, NoNMEMBERS - ¥/22)

$ Streer
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