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TICDFF f BIG SUCCESS

The first Texas Instrument Computer Gwners Fun Fost was
just that. Az Hubert Deri said at our last meeting, when
asked to repert on his day at the Fest, -* had fus, I had a
great Time!".

Hot only was there a fine choice of vendors from whoa
to buy software, hardware, disks, electronics, etc. but
also a corstant selection of speakers, all well known in the

% er field.
New Hyarc Coaputer Fostponed again,

Elsewhere in this issue, Al Trudeau reports on the
almost two hour seainar, so little will be said here, escept
that onte again, Many were disappointed by this. In
addition, some cozaent off of the 71 Forus {on Lospuserve)
was also adverse, [Disappointsent or net, the session
sparked such lively depate and was interesting.

Flans for 1987 Begun.

Preliminary planning for next vyear is already under
way, Many pesple have come forth with comstructive
suggestions far isprovements and they will certainly be
Qiven serious consideration. However, for a first effort,
eicept for the loss of the prograss due to cosputer failure
at 3 aw the aorning of the show. Everything went very well.

Ne want to thank the meabers of WEWJUS who helped us at
the Tigercub and Fairware booths - They really were great
and we could not have managed without thea!

METRO REGION CONFERENCE 42\
APRIL Y2TH AT QUEEENSEORD EC .

Hosted by the @B 99°ers ST

Directions from Westchester: Take the Throg's neck
bridge to the Clearview Expressway, The Clearview ends at
Springfield Blvd. Go North on Springfield Blvd two blocks
ta 36th Ave. Turn right te the gate house, Go Straight
ghead osce inwide Ue yrounds to the Science building.
There are permanent signs as you exit the Clearview pointing
the may to the college,

Time: 1 ps to & pn

A big crowd is expected and “close by® parking 1s
linited, se unless you want to do a bit of walking, come
E&r]¥;“\\M,n-f"/

The OB°99’ers have big plans and at least & clubs are
putting on educational seminars. Lou FPhilips is also
expected to be one of the speakers.

We are a charter eember of the Metropolitan Fegion
Lonference of 99/48 clubs, so lets have a good showing,
-EVERYBODY cone!

ANNGLWCERENTS

NEXT BEETING: Thursday April 7th, 8 pa at the American
Legion Hall, 56 Broad St. Hawthorne, HY.

Progras for the April mesting will be a deagmstration
of twe prograss that erahle you to read and write to disks,
The first will be DISKG, the second wilk be Advanced
Giagnostics,

We have had a Cosplaint that we have not had a question
and answer section in several seetings. Brimg in your
prablems and questions, We #ill set aside at least 30 to 40
ainutes just for this'

Prograss for future seetings: the MYARC MPES dual drive
systea will he given a shaw and tel] by Hubert Deri. Jume's
seeting will see the auction of the JATABLOTICS iteas #rom
the NRF progras. Only the 1tees received in January will be
auctioned. The money wil go to repay the club treasury., We
also plan to allow any meaber to bring his own surplus TI
itews in for zuctlon swap or sell.

REMEMBER - Noainations im MAY, Elections in June for
the year 198474/,

DUES: Second quarter dues should be paid this aeeting.

TELEPHOMNE CONMUNICATIONS: Any sesber with a podes who
needs soae education in contacting BBS’s via phane, FPlease
call Art and make an appointeent to log on to owr club's
Practice BBS. This EBS is available only to club aeabers,
and agaim, only by appointment,
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BN-1000 <) TEX-COWP

Editor’s preface: Some sonths ago this  newsletter
printed, in its entirety, a letter troa fir. Bob Hoone of
the Ottawa UG in Canada in regard to the the use as a
Qive-away by Tex-Coap of the Fairware program DN-1000, Via
newsletters published by other 99/44 clubs, it has cose to
our attention that Tex-Comp had replied to this letter.
Accordingly, in order to be fair to all concerned, We arote
Tex-Cosp and requested a copy of their letter so we could
present Tex-coap’s side of the matter. .

Kr. derry Price, V.P. of Tex-Comp did send us a
photocopy of the etter that had been guoted, in parts, in

~other newsletters. In addition, Mr. Price sent a covering
Ietter that is nuch more specifically directed to Bob
Boone’s letter. The Jetter to MHouston, which is the
photocopy received, was direcled wuch wure in reply tu
statements alleged to have been made by Dr. Ron Aibright
than to the ietter from fitawa. Because we ha¢ never
published anything in regard to the probleas between
Tex-Comp and Dr. Albright, {in fact unti] three weeks ago
we #ete totally unaware that any controversy had existed),
We are only printing Wr. Price’s replies that are directed
almost wholly towards the letter from Bob Boone.

Alsa, a5 you will see fros the photocopy enclosed, Wr.
Price states "Ron Albright and I have resolved our

gifferences and put thea tehind us.”, so it would only be

destructive on our part to reapen that matter,

For clarity, tmo short sentences have been edited out
of Mr, Price’S cover letter, by se, including one hand
written by Mr. oprice and addressed to ae. 1 assure you
they add or subtract nothing meaningful or of importance to
the DH-1000 matter.

This is excerpted from a January 27th 1984 letter from
Tex-Comp to Mark Crump, President of the Houstan HE, [

"The true facts are that this program was provi

alse confirmed that the program had heen placed into '\ the
public domain by the author which aeans absolutely no clai
of copyright or any other proprietary right can legaliy be
made nor can the program be reclaimed from the public doaain
at a later date, At the time we received this program, it
was being Handed out and passed around at just about every
user group seeting or gathering in the country and also
appeared for @free down loading an many lecal and national
baards. In fact I am inforsed that even the Houston board
and the Cunpqﬁérve board had it on at one tiee or another,
Apparently the fact that we started giving it amway
upset a small group of individuals whe feel that they have
the right to dictate and control who can freely distribute
this public domain proram.  (Ed Motes here we oait auch
legal jargen)...Me also have writtes proof that aany of our
customers did in fact send contributions® tc the Canadian

group,
freeware prograss such as Fast-Term and Mass Copy that make

a legitimate claia of copyright which would enable the
author or cwner to sake 2 legal claia of unauthorized use.”

S

Unlike 0M-1000, there are a nusber of so calied

TEX%COMP ™

FRiAA America’s Number One T1 computer retailer
PROVIEIONAL POICSS

THIP /4 PROCUCTS AT

P.0. BOX 33004 - GRANADA HILS, CA, 91344
(818} 993-5604

#r. Arthur J. Byars
1261 Uh11lLemp Dr.
Ghrub Qak, WY 0580

Rarch 5, 1986

Oaar &rt)

* Thank you far your letter of Februs;y 2. 1986 offering Tex—oma “aquel tima™ in
conaaction with the DELOO0 isgus. X

If you go back and reviaw tha lsttar you racelved from Canada, you will ses that
it was Rol seak by the U.G. but by & past officer whoa I am advigmd by clber
l-h-r_-. acted aniirely on bis own with np ofticial sutharization of the ETOUR.

A Largs pesrcent of tha membarshlp of tha Ottews SToup ars long time cuptossrs of
Tax-Comp and ara very upsal about the wey Hr. Bosns, who happens to be s Cansdlan
bealar, want about this embirs mattsr. Two wesks Ayc we ware sent the lateat
verslon of QHIOOD (.1} by one of tha masbers who hoped in some way 1t * midu up
for the troybls Mr. Joone had caused wa with bis irrssponsibis letter writing
.cangeign,™

Tha irenie thing sbaut all of this ls thet Tex-Comp Le tha lsading supplier of 99/
A piwdwet bv Causds ansl ches ovar $GA 07 ILE TROUSENds 4F mell ordar customars
have nG user group afflidation, This sesns Lhat IF Taxz-Comp did not distribuie Lha
PUBLIO doaain progrom In issws, it tw unlikely any of the recipients trom Ton-Lonp
would aver had beard of ii. | ae wacluning 4 PorLion of » betler trom ome of owr .
customers from France advising us that ke In fact ssnt & dehation ko Lhe OLiawa
Group snd sade New Iriunds thers &s » result of racelvisg the DALODO from Teu-

Comp, This {a bardly consistant wifh the uslownded accumations mada im Mr. Basna's
varlous lettara, :

I have enclossd & copy of the letter 1 sant to the Hauston UG, aftar L recaived
sevaral rapotts of what Rom Albright d in his p ion

r
1 ahould add, that aincs thip Istter was written, Eon Albright and [ have rasclved
any difEarentes snd pub them bahind we-

Tex-Comp im tha longept surviving TI-99/4A auppllier having atarisd right after tha ’

introduction of the origlnal 99/4 in 1980, The readcn thal we have besn sutremsly”
succenaful in thie business {9 by providing quellty produste at good prices. It 1s
impossible to be 2 major playsr and successful without belnz the tsrxal of Leas
fortunateq.

We racognize that thera Is & 1ot of Frustration among 99/44 udwrs and small
dealars as to bow they have bemn treatud by TI, certain megazinms, certaln so
callead waar aid assistance groups, and certein sanufacturers who promise the mocon
and then fall to deliver oF closs thair doors. ¥ appreciate all Lhal had happenad
and that is why we show a great deal of restraint when certein individusls
upimmiling wikih Lhe trws facis vr bhe Lew, sake wnfvueded siu unbies allsgslivis.

Us fesl thal our primary objsctive is to continus to provide ths saxisus asount of
angoing support to the average %9/4& uwar. This Is Lhe prosies Lhat our FIre was
foundad oh and has servad ua wall Lo dutu. I have aluo anclosad cur currant
catalog to give you an idea of ithe brasd renge of products ars available Lo Lhe 3%
42 user, .

Again, thank you far ashing for our aide of Lhia iesua.

TIPS FROM THE TIGERCUB ic now being distributed at club
seetings. In addition, the latest Tigercub catalog is
pusted on the bulleting board. Because aisost all the clubs
with whoa we exchange already receive the tips, we save
soae ssall wmoney by only printing enough for our own
aesbers.

P



. view an 80 col docusent on & 40 ol screer.
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KINIMRITER 11
Review by STEVE NICKERSOM

Made by: DATARIOTICS, price %39.50

As all the Central Westchester Y9'ers know, I an one of
the very fem members still cperating with only a cassette
plaver/recorder for progras and data storage. This not
withstanding, [ do own 2n Axiow interface, & daisysheel
printer, and 1 do considerable word processing.  Llub
seabers  will  respmber  that 1 gave a short progras
desonstration, during last Susmer, af the Navarrone aodule
word processor. Because that was the only module based word

pracessar not requiring a disk drive, it was ay sole thutce,

until now.

Under DataBiotic’s MAF (National Advisory Fanel)
program, this club agreed to test varipus software and
modules and hardware products ia return for a very sharp
giscount on the purchase price. I was quité pleased to have
the chance to test the Nodule based WINIWRITER II, as i
understood it had many more features tham did the Navarane
cartridge.

That it does' There are somg 25 ditierent features and
tunctions you can access with a combisation of control or
function plus a key press. [t has many sikilar fpatures to
the ¥I WRITER, and ! believe mamy of the keyed 1n functions
and controts have deliberately heen made identical.

The features I found best and mpst useénl are:

i Having TABS

{2) Automatic word wrap at the end of each 80 cal line.

(34 A warning bel}- at col, 78 ‘

{4) The ability to nuvq‘uhule lines,

(5} 1 had never used a ward processor that "windowed" |
understand this is standard “on the 71 rﬁlTER and the E/A
aoduie. [t takes some getting uied to but! enabkles you to

{6) Youn can insert printer cosadnd codes within the
work as well as g cunnandes, etr

I do have soae Ovements that might be put
intp future versiens:

(1} A line highlighter to show what line the cursor is

o,

{2) 1 would be nice to be able to set the right and
left wmargins. 1 was not happy with hetnq ¥urcea to aake
every letter or docusent B0 coluans, M=

{3} I would have liked to be able to set the colesn at
which the warning bell rings.

{4} Auto right hand justification would be nice tom.

A fen more coments: You cam use HINIMRIER I1 with both
disk and cassette, but the sanual was a bil too vague on the
SAVE romaand. This lack of information caused some 1nitial
confusion as GAVE is use to print ool to the primter, save
to disk or cassette as well as forsat the prxnler via my
Axiom interface (LL WA etc).

Overall I aa very favorably impressed with this sodule

software as it does have many of the featwres of a disk
bised word processor, You can be sure I am geing to bid on

it when it codes up for auction at ‘our June seeting,

NINIMRITER EI1 #ros Databiaelics
Sugg. Retail. $49.95. Cable $19.535
Review by Nils Seldersan
Central Mestchester 99'ers

Why do you (I) need a home coeputer? That iz a question
that was asked in a recent survey of home computer users.
The ewvernhelsing response was “WORD PROCESSING'.  Host of
us, froa tise to time, have the need to generate sose sort
of written docusent. [t say be as simple as cosplaining
about your AREX bill or as elaborate as a job resume. Ia
gither case TI-99/4% owners, nho operate with only a
cassette player/recorder for program and data storage, have
long been denied the luxury of a professional Word Processor
by the sheer cost of the hardware requiresents azlone. With
MINIWRETER IJ and 1il, @ good mord processor has been
brought within reasenable cost.

Versions If and Il are identical extept that V.[I] has
a part for connection to a FIO printer with a speriai rable.
Because the club, by oversight, did not order a cable, and
because [ have a printer interface, no test was sade of the
butit in printer port ather than to discover that if you try
to use it wihout a printer attached, it locks the sytes,
Wowever, | do understand that the printer port only aliows
you access to the printer fros Miniwriter I, not fros Tl
BASIC, I will cossent on that later.

The package consists of the the cartridge with printer
part and a good clear instruction booklet. 1 found that |
literally was able to get started by laying the manual down
by the console and typing. 1 did not have to read the
pooklet first!

I find the features useful and easy to use and operate.
Because [ am only an occassional user of a word processor,
this ease of understanding and use 1s mast appealing. - You
would niead alaost no review after a loag period of non use.
This feature of ease made ey wife abandon our rather
antiquated typing machine. Everything perforaed as expected
except as listed below

f.  INSERT Fctn/% emabling you to inseri a whole line
worked fine, but the Fctn/Z, Insert Charatter had a +law as
it was not too practical after you have completed & line,
since you cannot insert past the end of the line eq. worde
do not spill or wrap to the wsext line,

2. Control/3 MODULE PRINT is a disaster if no printer
is attached to the module printer port. If you hit that by
error, lockup!

3., FIND STRING did not wark. [ do not know if that is
a defect just in this one sample or if it is qeneric to the
sgries. f{editar’s note: We checked with Steve Nickerson who
is testing MiniWriter I1. He reported that FIND did work.
Therefore, our test sasple is on its way back to DBT for
replacesent.)

As a cassette only user, I would rate this product VERY.
HIGH both in quality and usefulness. The docusentation is
excetlent! The features | liked best are: '

{. THE FINDER - in the upper right hand corner ot th
screen is a rounter that shows you both the line on which

Continued page #4
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A NOTE FRON TODD KAPLAN

Ed Note: Last month we reviewed DataBiolics DISKMASTER
I written by Todd Kaplan. #ere is a reply received fros
Todd via Compuserve’s T} FORUM.

Fros: Todd Kaplan 7403,3215 Tos Art Byers 73157,3017

Hi, Thanks for reviewing Disk Master 1. This is sort
of a reply to the review. The latest version of Disk Master
I now has only one loader and is compatable with the three
disk cont. cards that-go ints the PEBox, The reason that
it won’t load with the Myarc PES is that I didn’t even think
it existed, 1 plan to have a loader for the Myarc PES tod.
Why on earth did Myarc make the disk Cont card in the FES
different from the one thal goes into the FEB!!' (Sigh)

The aatn reason that the copy buffer is so seall is
that most of the seaory is taken up by the program. Those
specialized copy programs are- very lean and thus have a
large butfer. I found on ay systes that Disk Master 1 will
only copy 42 sectars per pass.

‘It really depends on the type of systes you are using
as the T1 CorCoap Lards take up PART OF THE VDP mesory for
file access. I'# not 50 sure about the Nyarc card as it has
4K of RAM built in. [ do the equivilant of & CALL FILES(})
wher I copy files and then the system teils se how auch VOP
meaory | have available. The asount of CFU memory left over
for a butfer would be insignificant.

Thanks again tor your feedback - Todd Kaian

ERITORIAL
Accusation by Nedia

Gver the last nine aonths, We have seen something
hagpening in 99'er club nemsletters and on Compuserve that I
feel is . completely UNFAIR and very destructive to the
TI-99/44 comsunity. It is manipulation of the T] Media by
persons who, "grinding their owa ai’, release charges and
accusations against shich there is little imssediate defense.

Two prise examples are the letter Bob Beone wrote and
asked the User Groups to publicize and the complaint that
Dave Vaughn aired in varicus places.

Nhat this does, is give a very “bad press® to somebody
who cannot defend theaselves on the same forum until auch
later, often sonths later. In the meantime, such damage to
reputations and businesses. . As is often the case, the
rebuttal does not receive as much space or attention.

“This trial by sedia’ has become a favorite tactic of
almost all governments, many business, lawyers, etc. It is
distastfu], unfair, undemocratic, and odestructive to the
society. Let us put an end to it among TI 99/4A users!

I take no sides for any party, what 1 am going to do,
in the future, in ey capacity as s 79/4A newsietter editor,
is net to print such letters until 1 have given the other
parties to a dispute & chance to send me  reply so that |
~"ran print beth views, side by side in ay paper.

1 ﬁtrungly urge all editors who read this to qive
serious consideratien to doing the same. - frt Byers

MMIII from page #3

the cursor 15 located and the nuaber of the character (1 tg
80) it is typing.

I.  REAL LODWER €ASE characters on the screen, not the
squashed upper tase resident in the T console.

3. DUP LINE - for those repititious jobs.
also be saved and/or deleted).

{Lines can

I would have liked some features in addition to thase
offered: )
1. LEFT AND RIGHT MARBIN SET

2. PRINT MULTIPLE COPIES without repeat saves.

3. PROPORTIONAL SFACING (ed note? | assume Mils means
the ability to right hand justify)

Final comsents: Although this product perforsed well, |
did sanage to LOCKUP the console twice- once using FIMD and
ence using PICT RIGHT, After many atteapts, I was not able
te duplicate the lockup, still- | was disturbed by it. VYes,
I would buy MENIWRITER, though because ] already have a Pil
interface, wversion 1 would he 8y choice, Logically
however, 1 expect some buyers of version 111 would be
disappointed to find that the printer part cannaot be
accessed fros TI BASIC. I it could, NINIWRITER 111 would
be & sensational bargain as the least expensive PID
interface retails for about $70.00 without word processing.

NINIRITER RDDENDUN by Art Byers

To add & few semiences to the two reviews in this
issue: Both Nils and Steve omitted to sention that all the
standard printer control characters such as carraige returs,
fors feed, condensed nr enlarged type, etc. can be imbedded
in the text produced. If the text is saved to disk, it
produces 2 DVBO file coapatable with TI WRIJER.

I A% a very fast typist. The processor could not keap
up with sy tvping speed, often drapping ietters, especiaily
where double e’s | o’s and p’s were concerned. Nil's typing
speed sust be more aoderate as he did pot have any such
prohles,

A thought occured to me that. if traveling on business,
I need only a console, NINIWRITER #odule, [assette recorder,
{and uge a hotel TV a5 a aonitor,} te be able to produce
files that on sy return hose couid be relcaded from cassette
to console, saved to disk, and then run cut of the WRITER
Formatter.

In reverse, I can take a TI WRITER file froa disk, lpad
it into MININRITER I1 or IT1, and down load it to cassatte

5o that Steve or Nils could edit jt. This is a very
tlevible useful toal,!!

NOTICE TG OTHER T USER BROUPS: Any article ending with
the DB/VB0 nptation is available to you on disk to save you
soe typing if you wish to run it, Send a postpaid &ailer
and blank disk to ART BYERS at the return address 1)sted,

You may repriot any saterial 1n this nemsietter. We
ask only that you give proper credit to the prigiral author
and publication,

IF you will send us your newsletter at na charge Then
we w1ll send you ours on the same basis,
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NEU LANGUABES FOR THE TI-99/4h
By Ted, £. Bear, Pipedreams Inc.

BASIC, LOGO, FORTH, PILAT, PASCAL - These are well known and
presumably loved languages throughout the computer imdustry,
and all implimented on the 99/4A. But in this best of all
possible years for the now fasous orphan, such fasous
prograsaprs as Son Notbright, John Bentkey, Maig Ciller, and
Scairy ‘Travesty have now implesented a whole now series of
sodern languages for pur aachine:

FIFTM. Fifth is a precise aathesatical language in which

gata types refer to guantities. The data types range from

CEC, OUNCE, SHOT AND JIGGER to FIFTH (Hence the name af the
lanquagel, LITER, MAGNUN and BLOTTO. Commdnds refer to
ingredients such as CHABLIS, CABERNET, 6IN, VERNMOUTH, VODK#,
SCOTCH, BURBON, CODRS, BUD, AMD WHAT_EVER I5_ARGUMD. Rumor
"has it that this is Rowie Hosenberg’s favorite of all the
nen 99/4 languages and he has dumped it into his Kram
Gracker.

LITWP.  This otherwise  unresarkable  language  is
distinguished by the absence of an *5* in its charater set.
Prograsmers and users sust substitute "TH®. LITHP is said
to be useful in processing lithtth. This language was
developed in San Framsisce.

LAIDMACK This language was developed at the Marin County

Lenter for Tai Chi, Mellowness and Coaputer Frogramming (now

defunct), as an alternative to the more intenze atmosphere
in Nearby Silicone Valley.

The center was ideal for prograssers who liked to soak in
hot tubs while they worked. Unfortunately, fem programeers
éould survive there becasue the center putlawed Pizza and
Loca Cola in tavor of Tofu and Perrier.

Many mourn the cemise of LAIEBACK because of its reputation
as & gentle and non-threatening language since all the error
aessages are in lower rase, For exaaple, LAIDBACK respaonded
to syntax errors with the messages

*i hate to bother ypu, but i just can’t relate to that.
can yau find the time to try it again?®

D60. Developed. at MIDT {Massachusettes Institute of
_.bediance Training). - DOBD heralds a new era of computer
literate pets. DOGE cossands include SIT, HEEL, GTAY,
PLAY DEAD and ROLL_OBVER, An irnovative feature of DOBD is
the ‘“puppy*- graphics, a small cocker spaniel that
occassionzlly leaves deposits as it travels across the
screen.

REAGAN. This !language was developed in California, but is
now widely used in Washington D.C. It is the current subset
o the international hureaucratic language knowr as
DOURLESPERX. Commands  include  REVENUE_ENHANCEMENT,

CAP_WEINBERGER, CABINET, CHOP_WOUD, and SCENARIO. WATT and
BURFORD have been removed fros the coamands while there is a
current effort to add MEESE.

The operating systes used is NEW_RIBHY and the desiguated
seacry is THE RANCH, The cospile SCENARID is a compile with
MANCY follwed by 2 link with BONIC resulting in a SNOOZE.
Progras bugs, calied COMMIES, are resoved with the GRANADA
command. A program written in FREAGAN cossences with a
LANDSLIDE and terminates with SENILITY.

VALBOL. Fros its modest beginming in Southern Califarnia’s
San Fernando Valley, VALGOL is enjoying a dramatic Surge of
popularity across the country and has been adopted by many
of the sare youthful 99/4R prograssers.

VALGDL commands include REALLY, LIKE, MELL, and YIKNCW,
Variables are assigred with the =LIKE and =TOTALLY
operators. Other operators include the California Bonleans,
AX and NONAY. Repititions of code are handled in FOR - SURE
ioops. Here is 2 sasple progras.

LIKE, YSKNOW (1 MEAN} START
IF PI11A =LIKE BITCHEN AND
GUY = LIKE TUBULAR AND
VALLEY BIRL  =LIKE GRODYEEMAX
THEN :
FOR I =LIKE I TO OM#HAYSE 100
DOWNAH - (DITTY$E2)
BARF (1} =TOTALLY GROSS OUT
SURE

LIKE BAG THIS PROGRAM
REALLY

LIKE TOTALLY (Y$KNOW)
INESURE

GOTOSTHE MALL

VALGOL is characterized by its unfriendly error messages.
For example when the user sakes a syntax error, the
interpreter displays the message:

BAG ME WITH A SPOON!!

This article is an abbreviation and adaptation of an Article
that appeared in the APL G516 newsletter, THE SFECIAL
CHARACTER SET, edited by 0. Bohrer. First knawn TI
newsletter reprint, Northwest Qhio 99'ers News. January
1985

. WHAT HAPPEND TO THE
SPECIAL APRIL ISSUE?

Frankly, the editor was over his head in work for TICOFF and

never did get all the special articles together. However,
LANBUAGES, and the Progras of the menth - if vou key it in
and run at, will give you an idea uf mhat we frad in mind.
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TNST900 ASSEMBLY LAMGIWGE TUTORIAL PART 4
THE BEAUTY OF BASIC CONTINUED
BY STEVE ROYCE~ Hest MNew York 99 U.G.

Last month, I went on at great lanqth about the vaiue
of cresting your owa subroutines for use in your assesbly
prograes. This aonth, I present twe routines; one rather
siaple (CLEAR} and ore not so staple (SPREITES. 1 won't go
into any great explanation, but will let the routines do the
work. type them in yourself as you will see how the
structure works 1t you do the work,

BEF TEST
 REF VSO, VHDK, VTR

TEST  BL 9CLEAR -

LI RZ, 30100
© MOVE RI,3:8374

BL 9SPRITE
DATA 0,95,9,1,5,5,7,33
LINI 2
P s
TITL '3 CLEAR SUEROUTINE ¥ 2.0 9-4-84 SJR &
FAGE

I

¥ SUB CLEAR COMMON WORKSPACE, USES Ru,Ri,RIL

)

CLEAR LI RO, 747
LI R1,>2000
BLNP VSEN
DEC O
LT s+
I $-8
RT

LOWER RIGHT SCRECN LGEATION
BLANK CHAR (ASCII 32)

WR1TE

NEXT SCREEN LOC

BOTO RT IF RO 15 NEG

BACK T0 BLWP

TITL *% SPRITE SUBROUTINE V 2.9 9-15-84 SOk &'
 PRBE

SUB SPRITE
 USES RO,R1KZ, Rit

REF VSEN, VHBW REQUIRED

START NITH SPRITE ¢ NHEN LEFINING

PUT # OF SPRITES T0 MOVE IN 3837A

[LR SPRITE-6 UPON REDD OF PROGRAM

555 2 MINITIALIZE FLAG

DATA D000, 50000 Y, i,CHAR,COLGR INIT DATA
SFRITE MOY aSPRITE-6,RO MOV FROM BSS 2, ABOVE

CT RO, 30000 CHECK IF INITIALIZED YE?

s @ ga % an e

INE $tad IF YES, JMP 70 H&IN
1
+ INITIALIZE TABLES
!

LI RO,>0300
LI ki,SFRITE-4

SPRITE ATT LIST
DATA T8 LORD

L1 R2,4 4 BYITES

BLNP aVMBH WRITE TO VIP
INCT RO BUNP POINTER
INCT RO BUNP POINTER

C1 RO, 0380 AT END OF TABLE?

JNE $-12

LI RO, »2780
L1 Ri,SPRITE-2
LI RZ,2

BLUP aVMEN
INCT RO

€1 R, 0800
INE $-10

LI R{, 20601
BLWF JVWIR

b SET FLAG

BETO @BPRITE-&

Ml EUR tHDLE
1ERD DATA

2 BYTES

VIP WRITE

BUMP PGINTER

AT END' OF TABLE?

KRITE TO VDP Re
YO START FRT LIST AT 0800

} MAIN SFRITE SUBROUTINE

LI B2, 4

WOV + ko

L1 &0, 22000
L 54

KOV 4RO, R
€1 R0, 33
JNE $+4

RT

SL& R, 2

Al R, 20300
MOV +,R1

1 RL, 52000
IL $+4

WOV iR1, k!
SWPE RY
BLWP V5B
INC RO

DEC R2

INE §-20

AL iy 0470

NV +,Rl

CI &1, 32000

Jb $44

8OV #R1, R
. GWPE R1

BLWF JV5EM

INC RO

Hi +, Rl

Ci R1,:2008

JL $+4

NOV 3R1,R!

SWPB R1

BLUF JVSBW

P $-88

FAGE
END

4sseable this routine and RUN it.

silly stick wriggling down your SCreen fron upper left to-
Yoo bad we don”t have &

lower right.

That’ s character ¥5.

BET SPRITE ¥

HFY BY 4
ADJUST TO 5.4.L.
BET DaTh

FUT IN HSH

VDF NRITE

BUHP POINTER
DECHEASE CHUNTER
BACK TO GET NEXT DATA

ADJUST T0 HGTION TADLE
GET ¥ MuiiOd

PUT IN HSB

BUNF FOIRTER
gET & MOTION

FUT IN Hog

tou shouid aget

routine to define characters, isn't 147977

a
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SOFTHWARE COPYRIGHTE -
A LITTLE DISCUSSION

o
Tom Geldner

This article original} appeared In
the bay 1985 issue of - “ORANGE
BYTES", the newsletter of the Morth
Orange County Computer Club, and is
reprinted from ity publication fn
°CHUG - Newsletter of the Capital
Heatn Users' Group, Inc.

ORANGE BYTES Editor's Note:
the publishing of
there was thought that an opin=-
lon from an attorney would be
halpful go elarity the iwgall=
ties of what was being present-
ed. 1 sent the arkticle (in tt's
fora  below) to Gilbaxt A,
Thomas, Attorney at Law, whose
area of practice is patenta and
COpyrights. His ecomments folilow
Tom Geldner's article and are
published a3 I received them,
Many thanks to Mr, Thomas for
taking the time to craply  and
share his insight into the acti-
cle with us,

= Bill Maad

In
this article,

ltl.tlttlllnliitntl.in.n-nttu-‘.

STATE' OF AFFAIRS - T an not a

lawyer, 1 am co-cwner of a
software company (Xpert Softe
vware) and am vitslly goncerned

with the distribution of soft-

ware (authorized snd unauthor=
ized). I do read a lot however,
and what I have to 82y here
results from that experisnce and
4 great deal of axperience work=
ing in comsumer products market-
ing and advertising where copy-
tighting is a way of life.

As it stands right now, compuy~
ter software ia legally protect-
*d Dby copyright laws = the same
lows that protect video tapes of
movies, books, wmagasine artf-
1cles,  muslc, etg, Computer
softwara does not seem to ba
Fatentable (unless made an inte-
9ral part of some hardware CoOm=
Ponent, and even than, such
protection is doubtful),

Copyright laws convey upon the
cwnar of the copyrighted product
certain rights, the most basic
of which is the EXCLUSIVE right
to wsell or distribute the pro-
duct. THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE
RIGHT TO CONTROL THE USE OF THE
PRODUCT. Nins out of 14 people
99 wrong right hare. The right
to control the use of the pro-
duct is established as an Agree=
®ent between the seller and the
buyer, - In other words, the
buyer must 39k¢% Lo allow the
seller to contrel the use of his
product, If the buyer does not
agree, than, of course, the
8sller’s recourss is to not sel}
Ehe product to the buyer,

MYTH
AGREEMENT

The last PATagraph sounds like
a license Agraement, doean't i
¥ou betchynm, That's exactly
what it describes., .y contrace

between two arties agree
sonething, P gresing o

LD - THE LICENSE

&0  what about that place
Of paper that Comes with Worde
star (and SuperCale and dbase }
and on and on) that says: :

"1, It you bought this sofi~-
:are for your Kaypro, and you
ave

the avdacity to [{']

your Trash-ga, weyhavo :Ret:lggt
to  take our software back (and
¥our girliriend ag interest),

*1.  You may not resell this*
software unless you trancfer all
copies Including the manuals to
the new owner, and 9ot the new
owner to gign a license Cagree—~
ment, and get the new ownar to
Pay Enormous Software, Int., a
transfer fee, and provide Enor~
MuB Software with tha naw owne

er's name, address, mocial se-
curity nusber, sexual prefor~
ances, etc,..® . -

{Here's py favorite, no funny
BTULL, & straight quote from
Digital Research's *Opsrating
System End User License Agrae~
ment,” aka CP/M),

"3. CUSTOMER agrees to make.
no  wore than five (5) coples of
the SOFTHARE for backup purposes

and to place a label on the
cutside of each backup diskette
showing the serial ny &L, pro-

Gram naxe, varsion numbar and
the DRI copyright and trademark
notices in the same form as the
original copy.® {Gosh, ‘Gary,
doss thst mren that you're gol

to sue me when I BYSGEN that éth
disk?  And gee, Gary, I tried
making copies of your 1labela,
but thay don't look too good

since all I can use here are ny
crayons.)

As you may be able to tell by
my sarcastic tone, licenas

dgresments ain’t worth the paper
they are printed on. And here's
why:

At stated above, licenss
ajreencnts are ssscatlally cone
tracts . betwean the seller and
the buyer, Therefore, both par-
ties =must agree to the terms of
the contract IN ADVANCE OF THE
SALE. Thin is ths primary seca-
son 99.4 out of 148 license
Agreements are garbage = the
buyer got & copy of the agree~
mant after the purchase of soft-
ware. Bupposs you bought a box
of cornflakes only to find a
piece of paper Inside stating
that ‘"because you bought these
cornflakes, you now owe General
millas $1$,208.00."% That's as-
sentislly what wmost software
houses would 1like you to ba-
lieve,

What about the packages that
reads

- hewsletter ot the Central Westchester % ers APRIL 1986 Page #7

"READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY 1]
DC NOT OFEN THIS [ACKAGE DNTIL
YOU HAVE READ THE LICENSE AGREE~
MERT 11 If you don't agres to
the terma, resturn the pechags
unopsned for & full refund.®.

Morte  garbagalitl Federal
trade laws (specifically the
Uniform Commercisl Cude apd ric
Regs) make it clear that whan
money exchanges hands betwean
buyer and seller, a aale. has
been made and the seller may not
ADD o the terms or conditions
of the sale aftar thst point.

Supposs ybu mall & check for
$189.08 to XYT Softwara Seles
for VisiCale. In raturn, you
get ViaiCale. Do you have to
-return Visicale 1if you doa‘t
like their licenss agreement?
OF COURSE NOTII The license
agreement amounts t0 conditions
added to the sale AFTER the sale
bhas taken place {(the moment the
copyright holder or his .repre~
‘ssntative accepts your wmoney),
They were willing to asell you
VisiCalc without you having read
and  agreed to their license
agresment in advance; they can-
not make you agree to it atter
the sale has taken place.

MYTH 42 - COPIES,
MORE COPIES

COPI1ES AND

s
What about backup coplies?
Khar apout wusing software on
more than one system?

Here's the basic rules - when
the seller sells you a piece of
software  (ragardlass of any
phony licanse agreements), the
software is yours - YOU OWN 1T.
You may USE it in whatever man—
ner you see fitl There is one
catch, though = you may only use
one copy at a time) .

Can you make 28 .copias of
CP/u? YES, but only one of them
can be in use at- a particular
time, If you have two compu~
tars, and you only purchased one
master copy of CP/M, then you
can only run one computer on
CP/M  at a time., That la, xnn
can't have one computer wait ng
for a modem call while yOou Are
busily processing words on the
other,

C&n you loan your copy of
Wordstar to a friend? YES, but
only 4if you do not retain econ-
trol of an{ of your copies of
Wordstar while he has (it (llngly
not  using wordatar is probably
not ‘anough). This is probably
the most viclated copyright law
{and is the zection applicable
to software pirsting), How Bany
people do - you Know that have
four of five different word
processing programs, of which
only ons was bought _angd paid
for? '

Can you trade software? YES,

but only 1f you don't keep a
copy of the software you are
glv{ng Up.

Eontinued op page #8
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Can {ou alter code? YRS, you
own the copy of Wordstar so you
can  legally patch that one to
your heart's content. ALTERED
CODE PROBABLY CANNOT BE RESQLD
OR TRADED LEGALLY (without peac=-

mission of the copyright hol-
der).,

Can you legally use a Program

like Lockemith to COpY protected
Programs? YES.

Can  you sell coples of public
domain software that you didn't
wiite? A far as I can detec~
mine from the law, probably YES,
Even Lf the Program has been
distributed to the public fras
and even If it carries a copy-
right notice, the method of
distribution may constitute a ds
facto waiver of copyright,

. All of the above cemments
concern what is LEGAL, not what
is moral or ethical, Selling
Public domain software is NOT
sthical in my opinion, Bowever,
making wholesale coding changes
to a PD progtam and than selling
dossn't bother ma at all. There
Are many rountines found in
Assexbler programs that can enly
be  written ons way  (XMODEM

thinga for ezample}, 1o claim -

copyright violation by a commerw
cial program using XMODEM proto-
col ks ridiculous. Alwo, mont
| Programs have a colorful
hxutorg of various authors that
makes detarnination of copyr ight
ownership complately impossible,
For axample, Irv HOFf has re-
cently placed a copyright notlce
on MDM720. Doss this mean that
Irv owns the parts written by
Ward Christiansen, Keith Reter=
Son, Ferfuson, wetal? I don'e
think so.,. In face, 1
think

HDM720,

don't
anyons owns anything in
Maybe if the individual

suthors  had copyrighted their -

OMn  subroutines, but this has
haver bsen dona,

There i» a rule in law: 1f a
thing looks like a duck, walks
like a duck and quacks like a
duck, 1t ig probably a Auck,
Tnis is the basis for much of
how the courts view copyrights.
If the conditions for a license
d0 not exist, then no licange
exists. If ‘the conditions for &
determinable copyright do not
exist, then no copyright exists,

1 know that all of thigs disap-
polnte most software authors who
struggle as It {s with rip-off
copies and stolen source cods,

t I am simply reporting the
way tha lawas work, I am petscn~
ally disappointed as well, The
enly solution is stronger laws

‘governing copyrights with spe~
cial attention to the unique
situatiohs incurred by softwars.

i Oh, by the way, this document
L 1} )

Copyright 1984, Thomas A
Geldner. The right to use and
distribute this material for
non-commetcial purposes is herg=
by granted to remote computar
Systems and computer bulletin
board systams, (1'11 rpetuate
the lie if you will,..}.

.lilIltll.!Ii.l.ltllq'll.ll.i.l.

The following is Nr. Thomas's
letter and commsnts:
v:g-‘.,'z".:?’

"Dear Mr. Nead: .

Copyright law protects only
the author's sxpression ¢f the
basic concept or ideas. Thus
original copycight law, 4if it
had existed, would have protect~
e¢d Shakespeare’s the "Taming . of
the Shrew" if he could prove
authorshlp or ownership. That
copyright would have since
lapssd. The vork that produced
the modern motion picture with
the sams name was another wa=
pression of the same idea or
concapt. As another .expression
other than Bhakespearisn, 1t is
copyrightable aeven if Ehake=
spaare's idea was still Gopy—
righted, «Thus each scoftware
product that is coovriohted ia
have.

®Nr. Caldner whonld be complie
mented on the excellent article
he produced, His legal opinions
or expressions are well thought
out., While lawyers esager for
fean will disagres with his
legal conclusions, I baliave the
courts and the law gensrally
will, and have, upheld his posi=
tions., I believe you should
continua to express to Congress
which is mostly totally un~
‘laarned in copyright mattecs,
your opinion that more legal
protection is needed for the
individual expression of how
computers could be used through
the software they, the indivi-
duals, “"‘CP.

Beat of luck to ths Rorth
Orange County Computer CIuP.

Sincerely yours,

lbert A. Thomas
gitzzt, Trademark & Copyright

Attorney®

q
Rerrinted from November 1985 MANNER
nesiletter of the Mid Atlantie Ninety
iliners.

PROGRAN OF THE MOMTH -7
GURPRISE

10 RANDONIZE

20 CALL CLEAR

40 PRINT “THIS IS5 A"
- 30 FRINT "COMPUTER
DIAGNOSIS!

&0 PRINT

70 PRINT “FRESS <ENTER»
AFTER"

80 PRINT "EACH REPLY."
90 PRINT

100 FRINT *WHAT IS YOUR
CODE NAME® .
150 INPUT N$ . .
120 IF N&=*" THEN 100 -
130 CALL CLEAR
140 PRINT *ALL RIGHT,
e,
15¢ PRINT *YOUR CODE NAME
IS ACCERTED."
150 PRINT "NOW, TYPE 8
4-DIGIT CODE®
170 PRINT “NUMBER, THEN
PRESS <ENTERY."
{80 FRINT
190 INPUT “WHAT IS YOUR
NUMBER?*:N
60 1F N»99% THEM 210 ELSE
220
210 IF W{1DD00 THEN 240
220 FRINT
730 FRINT “INVALID NUMBER®
TRY ABAIN.®
240 PRINT
250 BGTO 190
240 CALL CLEAR

270 PRINT “YOUR NAME I5:
.
280 FRINT
290 PRENT "YOUR NUMBER 15:
"N .
300 PRINT

310 PRIRT *I5 THAT RIGHT?
{Y/NYY
JZ CALL KEYI0,A,ST)

330 IF ST=0 THEN 320

140 IF ALYBY THEN 20

356 CALL CLERR

360 FRINT "0.K., "sH$;",
PRESS <3 TO* . 7

370 FRINT “BEGIN A GUICK®
380 PRINT "HARDWARE CHECK.®
390 CALL KEYIO,R,ST)

400 IF A< )87, THEN 390

41¢ CALL CLERR

420 FOR T=1 70 INTBURND) +5
430 FRINT "LDCATION#";T;*=
ACCEPTABLE®

430 FOR O=1 T0 300

50 NEYT B

460 NEXT T

470 PRINT “LOCATION*;T;"
=ERROR DETECTED'tt®

480 PRINT
490 PRINT "PRESS <ENTER:
FGR HELP®

00 CALL KEY{Q,KEY,STATUS)
510 If KEV<i3 THEM 500

529 CALL CLEAR

536 FRIKT N$y*, DIAGNDSTICS SHOW"

Cantinued on page #9
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540 PRINT *THAT YOUR
COMPUTER HAS #°

550 FOR X=1 1O 27

540 READ P

570 PRINT CHRS (P}

580 FOR D=1 TD 200

590 NEXT D

600 NEXT X

510 PRINT

620 PRINT "PLEASE WAIT 15
SECONDS FOR #*

&30 PRINT *CONFLETE
DIAGNGSIS,

440 FOR D=1 T0 700

£50 NEXT

&40 CALL CLEAR

670 FOR T=15 TG 1 STEP -1
480 FRINT “TINE:*;T

50 FOR D=1 TD 200

760 NEAT D

710 CALL CLEAR

720 NEXT T

7530 CALL CLEAR

740 CALL SCREEN(19)

750 REM BE SURE YOUR ALPKA
LOCK KEY [5 DEPRESSED

780 AS="FFFFFFFFFFFFFEFF®
770 CALL CHAR()28,A8)

780 RERD A,B,R

196 1F A=-1 THEN 829

800 CALL HCHAR A, B, 126, )
810 GOTH 780

420 READ A,B,R

B30 [F A=-1 THEN B&0

840 CALL VEHAR(A,B,128,R)
B30 BOTH 820

B0 GOTD Bal

870 DATA 83,6%,84,69,82,49,
32,73,79, B4,69,82,78,65,74
880 DATH 32,77,45,7s,70,85,
78,67,84,73,79,78, 2,3,5,1
B30 DATA 9,5,2,15,5,2,21,5,
£,3,5,6,9, 5,8,15,5,8,14,1
900 DATA 9,17,1,50,18,1,11,
19,1,14,21, 5,11,?7,4,14,3
O DATA 5, 14 y9i9, 14,15, 5,
14,27,4,18, 3,4, 18,27.4,
23,9

920 DATA J,ZJ,IJ,J|23 21,35,
23,27,4,-1, -1,~ 1,2,3,10,2
930 DATA 7 110,2,9,10,2, 13,
5,2,15,]0,2, 19,5,2,23,10,2
40 DATA 27,10, 14,3,10, 14,
9,10, 14,13, 10,14,15,10, 14
950 DATA 19,10,14,21,10, 14,
27,5,18,30, 5,-1,-1,-1

MYARC PRESENTATION AY TICOFF 3/15
BY AL TRUDEAU

The first

presenter
ais-spelled). John is an

was  John  Buen

independent prograseer under
contract with WYARC to produce a series of new products

subordinated to & new operating systes John developed,

First out the chute is *The Frograe Manager®.

(probably

This

any cartridge to disk and reload same.

allows vser defined start up menu’s and a hierarchical
structure of sub menu's, End result is with a little
planning one can ioad any file from disk without typing in
OLD DSK).ELAH BLAH, igstead You simply go through the senu’s
{sub-senu’s) until yiF file appears on the screen and enter
the corresponding ber.  This action will load and run

your prograd . . . AL like the big bovs do,
it course all tRe senu’s are stored on floppy and this

prodect is ready to ship. Price - $6%.006 U.5. and jnclu?es
a cartridge, floppy and user manual. The cartridge contains
& seb of E/A ROMS and the new operating systee. The tloppy

contains the "PROGRAM NANAGER® software.

Second offering is a progras which aliows you to  duap
John claims he has
successfully dumped every cartridge he has amanaged to get
his clever little hands on . , . totaling sose 97 to date.
Orice on disk you can edit the hinary but can’t change the
length  of the abject file. So editing is fairly
restrictive. Price is $25.95 assuming you already own  the
cartridge with the 0.5,

I got the feeling you may have either praduct wrth your
initial purchase of the 0.5, for $5%.00. Hore products are
promised  for the future but 1 have no names or
specitications af this tiae. ‘

Next on the agenda was Wr. Lou Phillips, President of
MYARC. First subject was 128KB Extended Basic 11, Rev. 2.0,
This appears to be quite an exciting product, especially for
the users who like (or need) graphics and/or aore senory.
Here are highlites:

I+ Cupports Bit Hap mode directly with new commands
such as CALL RECTANGLE; CALL LINE; CaLL DRAN; etc.

2. Written im wmachine language se it executes such

taster - Lou says 4 t1aes,
x4

3. Bupport 40 % 24 display mode i.e. CALL GRAPWICS,

4.  Can chain to other prograes without destroying the

current symbol table or variables.

3. Mo gre-scan . . . perrod.

6. Gtart wup program can have any nase, we are

currently nailed to *LOAD®,

7. A new Comsand to user specify tne tersination

character on data input. Again we have oniy "ENTER®.

B. Supparts integer arithaetic. ]

9. Allows windowing. In other wurds, you aay -have a
portion of vour screen screlling  inforaation
affecting the reaainder of your screen display.
#ore of the BIG BOYS stuff.

Sounds like

Well so far it spunds like we should all buy at least
seven copies of this |28Kb Extended Basic 11, one for every
tay of the week, Mell read on,

L. Fequires a 128 KB WYARC weaory card,  Didn’t hear
the price but | reca]l at least a couple of hundred bucks
5.1,

2, Does not {probably will mati support speech.

Boes not suppoet DEF function.

Does not support user defined CALL stateaents,

9. He are, for the forseeable tuture, MYARL's

debugging took. Expect bugs and a several updates,

e g
L

Those are the factc as 1 understoed them. GSoee tlasing
points are: 1 did not hear the price but it is available
today (a cartridge will a disk).

Rext was the new computer. Mell 1 don’t know about you
all but | was expecting 2 half dozen naked lovlies with
bugles, and at least three curtains to choose from. MWhat we
got was Lou waving a small card around that would plug inte
your PEB. This card contained the CPU, lots of se#ory, and
a couple of comnectors to plug in a new keyboard ¢IBH Typel
and & ¥V hookup. . Suggested retail price - held - on - here
it comes ~ $499.95. Deiivery will start next week for <o
[2oes anyone BELIEVE THAT7-edl}.

Continued on page ¥ | o

Without -
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CALL SOUNDS is the mdnthly newsietter of the Central

Westchester 99°ers, a non-profit user group devoted to the
T1-99/4A Computer. : ’

President: Carney W. Mimms - 914 941-5993
VP/Frograes: Art byers - 944 528-5402
Treasurers Kathy 07brien

Secretary: Vacant

COMMITTEES:

Equipaent: Fat Leigh

Free Disk Software & Bisk |ihrarian: -
Bob Sweeney 914-337-1440

Disk Library Backup: Art Byers

Free Lassette Software: Hubert Deri

HYARC froe page #9

Well there was no doubt this was the best thing i had
ever heard and since this forue was now sver two hours long
and 1 was on the verge of being brain dead, ! imsediately
talled hose and instructed ay wite to trash sy console, &y
speech thingy, ay flex cable, and zll &y cartridges and wire
ae five hunired bucks. #efl, not to worry, 1 ultimately
decided to wait and see what Crazy Eddie would sell it for.

To be fair {whc e} Lou
corsole and thie product is a short tems
what he describes as a long term process,

is still working on a new
'splution’ to a

W oyou have any questions (seeas ispassible to me)
about any of the above or wish to join me at Crazy Eddie’s,
just let me know, :

Lending Librarian: Ed Bornemann
Newsletter Editor: Art Byers

Including the twe reports in this issue, We have
fulfilled our comsitteent to DBT gn four put of the five
iteas received: AA/TALK, DISKMASTER I, MINIWRITER 11 and
RINIWRITER EII. - 4A/1ALK has heen passed on to John Smith
and DISKMASTER I to Walter Price for “*second Ugin1oas®,
Because MINIWRITER 11 and 111 are almost the 53R, We 5Ee nb
reason for additional testing as we already have the two we
telt would be needed for 2 fair eyaluation.

5till to 9o are reports from Al Trudeaw And Carney
Riaas on the SUPERSFACE aodule. We hope to have these
side by side in the May CALL SDUNDS.

Me have returned & copy of #4/Talk to be exchanged for
the new update, version 1.4. Hhen that arrives, it will go
back to Bob Cataldo who did the first evaluation te see 1f
the update has iaproved the few little 41ams he mentioned.
hlso enroete back to DBT is the MWIII - to pe exchanged as
it developed a minar problew. In any evert, we expect to

Lo
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have all these products at our June Ructian,

We spoke to Bill Moseid, one of the principals at DBT,
iboth via telephone and via message on Lompuservei, Here 1s
the status of the sther two itews still on order:

PILOT, & disc based cospiled language, is undergoing
firal touches. We expect it any day now. Bob Sweeney has
volunteered to be the first to look it over,

SUFERDISE - the wuch awaited RaM disk has been delayed
by the necessity tv change main mesory chips. driginally 1t
a5 planned to aschieve 512K via 64x8 chips. But these have
not come domw in price as expected and the cost is
prohtbitive. The unit had to be changed to use 236x1’s.
With luck, ‘me can pxpecl tu recerve our sample for BETH test
byci¥e end of June. We are developing a rather anxious long
line of mesbers who want to test that itea! T

A5 we receive any sore informantion, you witl have it.

T FRoam:

CN 797ers Newsletter Exchange
t/o Arthur d. Byers
1261 Williams Drive
Shrub Gak, NY 10588
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