CALL SOUNUS

The Newsletter of
The CENTRAL WESTCHESTER 99’ERS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mext Meeting: Thursday, May 15th at 8 pa sharp, at the
American Legion Hall, 30 Broad St. Hawtharne MY

Progran for May 15th will be a Show and Tell by Hubert
Deri of his Myarc WPES. This is a dual half height drive,
DsDb  expansion systes complete with 32k Neaory and
REZ32/F10,

In addition we will have noninations for club afficers
for the 1986/87 season. Thus far we have only a few
volunteers. Carney Mimms has agreed io serve another ters
as  President, Al Trudeau has volunteered for Vice
Pres/Pragran. Art Byers has volunteered for Treasurer. He
still nead someon: to be secretary.

Free Disk Software for May is the Up date of DN-1000,
version 3.1, This is fairware. 1§ you had it befors and
paid or it, you do not have to send any additonal 4% to the
author. If you are getting it for the first time and you
like and use it, you are expected to pay for it as requested
in the doc’s.

PROGRAN for June:.This will be the bi§ auction - Swap -
Sell evening. [meediately after elections, We will auction
off Lhe first & itess purchased from Databioticss  Then

sembers can put any Tl equipsent, aodules, or ORIGINAL -

spftware on the auction block.

DATABIOTICS NAP REPORT M4

e have received several comsunications ¢rom DET, both by
aail and phone, Iteas of general interst are:

SUPERDISK / now 512 K from day ong, projected rece:pt of aur
Beta test sample June/July. .This will be a full feature Rak
disk, partitionable as both a print spooler, from | to four
disk_ drive sisulations, plus additional *Corcomp type
utilities" :

PILAT / a disk baset versign genierating 9900 asseably code
(a cospiled lanquage in other words) is alapst cosplete.
Bowever, the manual needs praofing which is taking sore tise
than anticipated - In our hands, hopefully, in June,
DISKHASTER 1. According to Author Todd Kaplan, a version
cospatable with the Myarc MPES 50 is in work. Regular
version has already been reviewed here.

$R/TALK version 1.4 is in our hands and a short reprise
review is in this issue. : ‘
NINIMRITER II] We have received an upgrade version that
allows reclocation of the colusn at which the hell rings.
Also both Nils and Steve did mot mention that WININRITER [I
L TI1 have file linking capabilities similar to thoe of T

" WRITER

SUPERSPACE: Two reviews are in this issus. In addition, new
goodies for this sodule will include a FORTH kernel located
1n the 36000 to Y7FFF CPU which frees up RAM for other FGAIH
applications.

Metro Region Conferencs Nell Received
Myarc Computer on a Card warks.

The Queensboro {L 99%ers, in a relatively small
regional conference, scooped the larger T1 fairs by having
the first successfull public showing of the new Ryarc
computer. Representatives of some eight clubs weat back
with cuae interesting mews for their seaberships,

Attendance was shout the same as at the November NARC
that we hosted, 33 adults. .

Aiong the highlights were a hardware prasetation by
Brett Kroft of the Hudson Vailey 99%ers who showed his
custoa sodification of the E/A sodule to hold several other
BROMS in addition as well as a console with 32K installgd.
Brett also deso’d @ hose sentry system. Steve Laaberti Qave
a fin desonstration of a super programming teal called 1B
Detective, and Art Byers explained the 7 hidden comands in
the PRK wodule. Steve Citron shomed 2 color printer/plotter
and Ed aehanis gave a fine deso an pragrading your printer,

All in all the conference accomplished te purpose for
which it was forsed - to not only educate the TI coamunity,
but also give us a chance to seet and gqreet feilow 99 ers.
Frank Coty and Feter Coaber put out a nice refreshaent
spread, the Audio/vizual - equipsent worked well and we are
all jeoking forward to the next one,

PART 5 GF AGSLNBLY LE3SONS By Stave
Foyce has teen postponed until the June
issue, The whole series of agre than if
lessons is available on disk to any cne
who wants it in advance. ask Art Byers.
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HCH KERSHPLATT!
or
THE MAN WHO HELFED LAUNCH THE SIp
STOGD ON THE PIER RS IT GRILED OFF

By the time this newsletter arrives in your aailbox, it
is alwost certain you will have heard that Hose Computer
Nagazine has ceased publication, -The last iscue soae
received was Vo.#5 issue 6 and accoapaning “ON_DISK".
Other subscribers never got this issue. The reasen is
“unknown, But one can guess. Lack of money for postage? or
Printing? or any of the probless that beset a businese that
runs in red ink.

They even "stiffed” our oun meaber Bob Amentz for the
$30 he was supposed to get for & prograa of his they
printeg!

A cospany called Hope Computer Journal has contacted
some subscribers and oifered to sent them z nuaber of issues
of their new publication, equal in value to the remainder of
the HCH subscription, It is a "diskazine® at $15.00 per
issue, wo IF it ever arrives, the “equal valug" won't buy
the year or so that some subscribers are still - due. Other
subscribers have never gotten this notice. khy? again only
tonjecture!

Telephane calls to HCJ have revealed that bary Eaplan

and Dave Brader are definitely cosnected and active. Again_

you might be teapted to conjecture and guess'

Ihe past 12 months have seen several conputer magazines
{Fopular Coaputing, Coaputers and Electronics, Creative
Lomputing, etc) fold their temts and vanish. #s the bloom
feil fros the rose of the hose coaputer dusiness, so the
support base of the aagazines diminished.?

Will HOM be sissed by 99'ers? (Ne won't presume  to
guess  how the Apple, BN, and Comsodare owners #ho
subscribed wighefeel.} 1 am afraid not tos auch. Why?
Because HON stayed in one place while the 99/44 comRunity
raced ahead. HEOM still assused their active 99°er hase had
only 16K and at sost Extended Basic - while in truth, 9 out
of 10 active 99/4A°s have disk drive and 30K gxpansion, HCH
never published a FORTH screen or program while 150 club
newsleters reported tons of FOKTH activity. You would never
know from "HEM that the plethora of great falrware prograns
Bven existed. Club newsletters becase full of Aaseably
bubroutines, articies on Saail "y tutarials on everything
from Multiplan to the secrets of the Device  Service
Routines, & veritable wealth of riches esists for the 99/44
that HCH chose to ignore berause all five brands of
computers covered were tied to the sase articies,

The 99/4A community literaliy sailed off on & fun
cruise and #hile Bary Kaplan and HCM chase to stay behind,
Did he wonder why many did not renew their subscriptions,
Wr. OK was even reported to have felt anger and “batrayal®
at the wmany warning editnrga]s and articles in User Broup
Newsletters.  iWhen he shoild nave protited {rom this
accurate feedback.) In retaliation, HCM ceased publishing

any news about amy U.6. -1B, Atari, Apple, Lommcdore, or
H L

The publishers of the defunct computer magazines abave
thought encagh of their subscribers to “have an active,
established computer sagazine pick up the balance of
subscription still due. HCN was not capable of doing this,-
perhaps because no reputable sagazine was interested because
HEM had 6o audited base. I suspect it was more likely that
HCR’S publisher never even tried to accomplish what other
deceased magazimes felt was due as a moral obligation. nqﬂ%

SOME NOTES OM CALL SOUNDS

Our Priorities - First, iaportant cjub notices such as
tlub business and finances, aeeting dates, planned prograas,
anrouncewents, listing of club free software, library
agditions stc,

Second -~ hot news, if any, of new developaents in the
T} 9%/48 world.

Third- Articies writien by seabers of
Westchester 99 ers, _

Fourth-articles that the editor helieves will he of
interest to most club meabers. These say be culled from te
Newsletter euchange or from exchange of disks with other
tlubs or even down load from Coapuserve,

the Lentral

DEADLINE - usually & few days ofter aur sonthly
necting.

Mailing date - We try for the first of the month listed
an the wasthead or even a day or twd earlier, Therefore the
Hay issue will be wailed any time from April 29th te Hay Ist
or 2nd, '

REPRODUCTION is vie phulocopy. We are exceptionaliy
fortunate that, thus far, the editor has been ahia to get

the FREE use of a photocopy at ane of his custoaers.

However, we do have to supply the paper, and as a courtasy,
ifty paper not used frod the ream is left with the owner of
the copy machine. Without this free access to a phatocopy,
the newsletter would go back to one dosble sided page of
announceaents and notices as it was when we first started.

SIZE - because of the weight of paper, the binding
staples, and.stamp, five shests of 204 copy paper is all
that will go for one First Class stamp. e did send out a &
page newsletter once without extra postage, but that was
possible orly because the lot of paper e had then was
slightly under the 204 specilication. Even af thal, it was
a clgse call in cer faver by the postasster.

COWPOSITION is aostiy done on Y1 WRITER except those
few articles reproduced by photacapying sassthing from
another club nensletter. The "typesetting” is dore on 2 TI
93/4 impact printer in Condensed print, 40 characters to a
coluan/line.  ADDRESS LABELS are done via a data base nade
With the Person Record Keeping module and priated out with a
TI BASIC program, written by Art Byers, that uses the seven
hidden additional Basic commands found in  the PEE,
Statistics, and Fersonal Report acdules. The full detailed
explanation of these was published in our newsletter at the
end of the Susser °B5. :
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SUPER SPACE EYANMINED
By Carney Misas

Product: Super Spate Module, Mfg. 8y DataBiatics -an
E/A module with the addition of 8K opaitery backed RAM
located at 8006 to B0DO

Current Suggested Retail: $49,5%3

Availabie: Via Mailorder from sost houses that tarry TI
or direct froam DataBiotics

The qoad news about DataBiofics Super Space is that it
is the Tl Cditor/ Assemdbler cariridye, plus a few features.
hnd the bad news? 1f you are, like aost of us, wninitisted
in the aysteries of asseebly language, its the
Editor/dsseabler cartridge again. ‘

Mot that I wasn't warned. Like nearly all hardware and
software connected with the Editor-Assenbler, the Super
Space begins its manual with the caution that inforsation
about the Editor/Assesbler must be gotten froa  the

Editor/Asseabler manual, which of course contains a huidred

ar sp pages of heiroglyphics, decipherable only by chose who
know  something  about sose assembly language, if not
necessarily THS 9900, Furthersore, s the 'manual states,
Super  Space does not come with TI's Editer/Asseabler
diskettes, =0 if you buy Super Space and den’t already have
& 1] E/# package, you had better get on the horn to Tl CARES
right away and get the sanual and diskettes, -

Onte past this paint, you can skip sast of the rest of
the aanual, which describes the procedure for asseabiing
Super Space from & kit. After, however, there is & useful
ang readable description of Super Space’s wnique feature: 3K
of battery-backed RAM which can be filled with prograss
treated on the FEditorfAssesbler.  Just to show that this
space can be used by grdinary nortals,  Databictics
thoughtfully provides on disk a version of the Lines Deko
which accompantes the Mini-Mesory. This 1 was able to load
and run from the E/A menu without anv trosble, With a
Little effort, 1 even think I could isplescnt th: manual’s
suggestions for modifying the prograe to change colors and
to output the patterns to ey parallel printer.

Anything such beyond this is,homwever, likely to he more
than  the  average  frogramming  novice can  hack.
Unfortunately, this leaves Super Space’s most imsediately
useful feature just aver the horizom: plating a saall,
constantiy used program is the cartridge’s BK wesory. The
paral does provide assesbly lanquage templates for this
purpose, so there is still hope. Among the ideas I have arg
putting the latest version of Db 1005 or the so-called
*skinny" version of Paul Charlton's excellent Fast-Tera
telecoasunications progras into the cartridge, as ! use hoth
constantly and wonld enjoy rnstant access to them from the
E/A menu, :

Dtherwise, well, one can dream. It just recently
occurred £G me that Super Space aight be the perfect vehicle
for Core Wars, the assesbly language exercise from
Scientitic American I reported on in this rewsletter last
year. If only 1 had paid more attention to our clut’s
leclures on asseably language!

A1l 1n all, Super Spare is a worthwhile alternative to
Ti"s E/f cartridge. The Current retait price is Compelitive
with what other companies are offering a similar product.
The  program  storage feature is  useful even to
non-programsers and with the felp of the accospanying
utilities disk and some Fairware such as Superbeg il, 1 a
sure it would be invaluable to the real assesbly experts

4A/Talk Redeax

Skortly after me received 4A7Takk for review, a new
versian #1.4 was released. We wrote away for this version,
and because Dok Cataldo rad done eur first article opn this
program, it was passed along to him for a short second laok.
bob reported the results after the April seeting.

Well, it seens there was good news and bad news. First
the good news, the parity and bit probleas experlenced when
toggling from 300 to 1200 and back have beer salved.
Unfortunately, the proolea at 1200 baud of the buffer
getting full when spoaling ta the printer, and the gprinter
spitting out undevipherable garbage has not been fixed, To
wrark around this, you sust hit FCTN 5 to stop the screen,
dusp the buffer to the printer, press FCT G to restart the
skrecn and continue., Without a warning un screen that the
buffer is getting full, this is a judgement call so be
careful, The probiea is non existant at 300 baud as the
printer easily keeps up with the down loac. Barry Traver,
on Coapusarve, has confirsed that 4A/Talk 1¢ among the acst
easy to use Terainal Emulator programs, Will will have two
copies at the June duction.

s "

CLUB CORK BOARD

Gur beard is brought to each meeting. You are welcome
to pin up notices of equipeent for sale, =atc. Bring your
owi push-pins.  The cork board often has sany important
itens posted on it, - Flease check and read it at each
seeting,

CENTRAL WESTCHESTER 9% ERS
. Ciub Of+icers and conmittess.
President- Carney Niams ¥14-941-5953
VP/Programs Art Byers 914-520-5407
Secretary -vacant,
Treasurar- Kathy §'Brien

Nessietter - 4rt Byers

Free Cassette Software - Hubert Deri
Equipsent Marager - Pat Leigh
Hospitality - Charlie Willcughty
Disk Librarian - RBob Sweaney

Backup Disk Librarian - frt Byers
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ERROR TRAPPING TECHMIDUES
' By TER HILLS

Cosputers generally have built-im  error  handiing
procedures. At a einioue a cosputer will stop wiren it
encounters an error condition. But first the cosputer will
store certain information, at designated semory addresces,
concerning the type of error encauntered and the line whers
On ay Apple these error &essages can
only be accessed by PEEKing into memory through an ecror
handling subroutine written into the progras. (Otherwize the
prograa siaply stops when an errar occurs. The T1 9% 4/4,
however, not only routinely describes the error type but the
line where it was encountered as well.  (In addition, The
99/48's TI BASIC has some built in error routines that do
not stop a program but rabher issue a warning, [One exaaple
is entering an alphabet value into an INPUT statement that
expects a nuserical value, Arothert EXTEHDED BASIC's ACCEFT
AT statement allows you to VALIDATE the type of data you
want entered and will give you a WARKING *honk" and refuse
to accept any other than the data specified, 3See page 43 of
the XB sanual.-Editor)

M5-D05 cosputers feature omly @ slight imgrovesent in
error-handling in that the line is actually displayed after
the program stops and places the cursor over the actual
ereor,

Error handling functions are not only used to trap

errors in newly written, or lyped-in, prograss, but also

error  handling  routines  have useful - programaing
applications, The latter were the initial purpose of this
article. However, some general comsents wight aleo be

. appropriate.

Extended basic has two error statesents - ON ERFOR  and
CALL ERR. ON ERROR sisply tells the computer what to de
when an error candition is encountered. Generally, ON ERROR
will BOTO or BOSUE to a subroutine.

ON ERROR can be used in many ways, The sost comaon is
to keep a prograw irom crashing.when the user does soasthing
wrong such as trying to lead a blank or not initialized data
disk, hardware qoofs ie. you left the door cpen an the disk
drive, or you sispelied PID as PIO.

CALL ERR is best used for debugging a progras. Once
the program is error free, the CALL ERR lines can be
deleted. The Byntax cf the CAlL FRR subprogram contains
four variables describing some aspect of  the  zrror
condition, The ctatesent is in the form CALL ERRiError
Lode, error type, severity, line nusheri, Error type simply
distinquishes between program errors and input/output
errors. frankly, I have pever understood the usefulness of
the severity message. (Neither have 1! -Editaori

S0 far so gond! If the errar is in the line where the
error condition was encountered, life becohes relatively
sisple. However, the error say originate soscwhere else,
such as a bad value generated earlier that does not show up
until later, The best procedure, therefore, is to place an
ON ERROR statesent mear the beginning of the progras that
60S5UBs or G005 an error trapping subrouting at the end.

The subrauting should include & CALL ERR subprograe.  Dnce
the errer codes and iine nusber ars i1dentified then FRINT
statesents can be added to the subroutine to print out each
of the variables in the lina where the error condition was
gncounlered,  Walch vut, though, for BAD VALUEs arising {roe
an laproper use of reserved words. [ oOnce typed in a
pragram, written in TI BASIC, esing EXTENDED BASIC. The Ti
BAGIC versian had, 5 variable DIGIT whieh is an EXTENDED
B#SIC reserved word.

The TRACE coseand is a wseful suppledentary debugging
too!,  However, I prefer to insert "I,M HERE AT (LINE} ° to
fullow program flow. If you do use TRACE, especially o a
long and invalved progras, It is helptul to have a streen
dusg in: Low mesary to print the TRALE flow on to paper. The
ane by Bualitysoft works very wekl, We also have one in the
club lidrary for free,

The. ON ERROR. statement should be a useful pregrassing
tacl, I routinely insert ON ERROR statesents in my prograss
that either return to the aain senu if an error occurs of
saves whatever data hes been entered so far to disk. It is
vory exasperating to lose a lot of data when a program comes
to 2 screechipg halt dee to an error. Similiarly, O ERKOR
tan be used to close a file.

Last fall I typed in & stock charting program that
could chart a lot of price data that I had accumeiated.
Auanyg the inpuls for cach dats point were the day. month and
year. These I entered in throwgh READ DATH statements. To
ghech for typing accuracy, and e count Lthe weeks; |
included a subroutine which read and printed the data iteas,
Instead of using an end of data identifier I simply used an
ON ERRDR statesent to terminate the looping process. For
actually entering the orice date | used another 0N ERRDR
aessage to save the dals to disk as soom as [ had run out of
GATA statements.

Some progranaers hold forth that a fully gebugged and
groperiy writtes prograa should not need error traps, except
to quard against the hardware errors discussed ebove.  They
consider use of OH ERROR 435 a programsing toml to be
somewhat ineiegant, but 1 believe it provides an 1mportant
neasure of satety which 1 like,

One final comsent. It is possible to have many O
ERROR routines in the came préqrak, as iong as each one in
turned on and- off at the right tise, For exaapie, 1 wsually
insert an *ON ERROR GOTD {Meru! ®. However, an *DN ERROR
{Bave Filel " heafs ay insert data routine. After the file
15 saved then I return to the “ON ERROR BOTO  {Menu} "
conaand.

TIPS FROM THE TIBERCUB

dre now distributed only al aeetings. You will find
thes in the *pockets" attached to the club cork board.

P Y

[ SN
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SUPER SPACE by DATABIDTICS
Review by &l Trudeauy

Mell [ aust adait the name intrigued se especially when
one is holdisg & rather familiar styled cartridge with a
large white label which read SUPERSP A CE  Actually
I an rather fond of superlatives and this nase conjured up
visions of segabytes, maybe even warp drive. So | piugged
her in and cranked up sy consale only to find wysels staring
at the old faailtiar menu for the EDITOR/ASSEMBLER.,  Heil
reality drifted back and &t was clearlv tie to read the
danuai. S

In order for everyone to fully understand the coscept
of SUPER SPACK one needs some background an Lhe HERUTY SpaCE
and usage for the 99/4A, The TNS9900 microprocessor has an
address space of 64K bytes or hex FFFF. ln the 99/dk the
tirst BK is ROM and contains TI-BASIL and T1 routines.  The
fnext Bk is RAM and is assigned to the Memory Expansion Unit
and referred to as "the low aenory®. The nest £k are built
into varipus peripherals cards and acrount for the Device
Service Routines used to operate disk drives, FS232, etc.
The. next BK is gersain to Super Space and will be discussed
later. The next Bk is built into the console and contain
RAM and can be-thought of as workspate for the interpreter,
keyboard, VOP control, etc, Actually, you can use some of
this zpace for your programs . . . if you're careful. dnd
tinally is the High Mesory Expansion and this is 24 hytes
uf RAM.  Now that we are all erperts, one should better
understand the whats and why's of SUFER SPACE.

Reaeaber the BK space I said will e discussed later,
well this is the space assigned to the Coswand Naodule Port
and would probably contain & prepackaged progras . . . §1ke
EXTERDEE BASIC. This 15 where SUPER SFACE comes into play.
Karaally, this space ‘was unavailable to house  your
application prograe or data, except you Hini-Mesory owners
Now with SUPER SPALCE eveﬁjune fan gain access to this space
and even add some jazz todyoer “systes,

SUPER SPACE provides & total of Bk additional bytes of
REROTY POr prograss and/or data at address space GO0 to
PIFFF (this is the comsand sodule port*space} ectending your
total easory expansion capabilitp®Prom 32k bytes to 40k
. bytes, plus &k bytes of GRPR (i.e. the Editor/éssenbler
chipi, plus sose interesting fefftures, such as a kuilt in
battery to preserve your data whjle the consnle is shut dawn
and the ability to "create your okg cartridge®.

The manual is 7 pages long and is intended te be usec
es a gemeral guide referring as necessary to ather saterial
witten on the subject, Although sy cartridge case ready to
qa the wanual devotes the first 10 pages to aid the consuser
in building this product froa a kit, including diagrass,
tonstructian notes ,testing and- debugging tips..

Basically this product is intended for the users wha

already have the 7! editor/ssseabler cartridqe and has
gaired some expertise with it. FResesbier, the actual editor
preqram and the actual asseabler progran are not included so
oneé Wust have or acquire these elsewhere, The purpose of

the &/ GROM is to provide the user with two {2) gprogram
loaders, i.e. Load and Ren and Fun Program File, which 1s
the way one gets one's program into tee SUPER  SFACE
cartridge. fdditionaily, one can create 2 grom header and
essentially add your progras to the start up #enu.  hor
exanple, let say | wrote an assembiy language progras and
stored it {AORG; in the SUPER 5PACE cartridge. By following
the aanual and using ihe exampies provided [ could link this
progran to the start up menu and sisply select it as  number
3. It would then start to run imsediatly, just like store
bought medules. Very adaguate technical inforwation as well-
as exasples are provided.
The following software is inciuded:

CATALGG DISK

DEKZ - DISKNAME= SHPERSPACE
AV/RILABLE= iB4 USED= (74
FILENAME GINE  TYPFE P

DEMD 18 BIS/FIY 80
DEMOSKE 7 DIS/VAR 80
GRHDR} S DIS/VAR 80
GRNHDRZ. 7 DIS/YAR 80
BRIADES 8 DIS/VAR B0
LCPSKC 82 DIS/VAR BY
UTILITIES 3B DIS/VAR 69

Reference is aade - to Edgar Dohaann’s Superbug I and
1ts increated usefuiness when it recides in this meaory
space, therby ailoning all of the standard meaory to be used
tor  your frograss akd data while ailowing  the  full
capahilities of Superbug 1 to be fully used. -

Overall, 1 found this preduct nicely done and packaged
professionaliy. It is, however, intended for  the
experienced and infGrmed user and 1s nat & general purpose
sea0ry eipansion device. For these of you who are writing
higger and better szsembly language programs, this is just
what you've beer waiting for. By the way, rumor has it that
a ADRE 6000 wversion of TE-FORTH will be ferthcoming and
this aeans an adgitionai 8K of @esory would bg availabie for
vour applications and dictianary.

MUTICE 10 OTHER 99°er CLUBS

dlmost every article in this newsietter, except those
ubv;uusly reproduced by photocopying another newsletier’s
irticie, is available on disk as 4 Display Variable B0 file,

- It you are interestedin any articie, send us a hblank disk

and postpaid return aailer,

You are waltome to reproduce any articie nerein.
Please give credit to the original source,

We exchange newslatters with over 40 ciubs. €ach =onth
¥ put the newsletters in a J-ring binder and place them in
our lending Library so all our seabers have a chance to keep

up with TI news. We suggest exchanges leave suf{icient Teft
sargin for 3-hole punching,
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HALKERS by Steven Levy/Book review
Courtesy West NV 99°ers

The last tise I 5at down and read an extensive piece of

j literature was.at least five years ago. Normally, it’s all
L tech manuals and science magazines, but this bodk caught ay

\ eye in MWaldens and J decided to “try® to read it. I sever

. put it down until it wes finished. .

% The book starts in the late fifties at MIT with 4
tadpus  hobby group krows as *The Tech Model Railroad Ciub®,
To heok up some wild wiring or wachinery to accomplish
sopething for the railroad layout was cailed a "hack,

ence, the kids that took care of the Jayput Wiring under
the table were known as "hackers®.

/ Scae of these kids discovered the Electronic Accaunting

artery to a giant IBM704. Those were the days when

everything had to be punched into cards and ied from happers a

into the coaputer. The peaple that interpreted the programs
and results were considered priests of a sort, and there
were no guarantees on anything.. )

fnyway, the kids discovered the cusputer, woreed their
way inta the good graces of the people in charge, and tegan
playing with the prograssing. One ki -would progranm
something, throw it in a drawer, and soeeone slve wauld coge
along and try to aake the program more efficient by
*busaing” out a line or two, Then someone else would do tie
sase.  There were na secrets, only a constant flow of input
and output between people and wachine to explore and
understand. This was the "hacker ethic®, o aake it better,

to explore the workings of the code and tomputer, to ‘“hack

away" but never, ever hara go damage,

g The Cestral Nestchester 99%ers
' c/o Arf Byers.

1261 Williaas Dr,

Shrub Dak NY 10588

Machinery area, better known as the EAM rook, the aair

AL the same tise, the west coast hadl Stantord

University, Thinge were a little different there ({aren’t
they alwaysi, The kids didn't take thimgs quice as

“seriously. There were partys and the like well wixed with e

the hacking, while the NIT kids were wostly aisfits that
didr’t get involved in the "sorial ordet of thirgs', The
going ons that occwed ir the computer roce at Stanford
Would NEVER have happened at MIT. 1 took deligat at the
fact that a few diehards at Stanford LIVED beteen ithe
ceiling and roof over the cosputer so that they could access
the terminals anytise someone else couldn't make a tine
siof,

_The book takes you froa the first Altairs, ithe first
little bell and whistle cosputers sporting e sighty 256

bytes of aesory) supported by The Hoaebrew Coaputer Club, to -

the present Szara Dniine software cowpany. Along the way me
aeet Steve Jons, “the Woz®, Captain Crunch and ail the raest
ef the folk-heros you've heard about. Whai eade thea tick
and how-they gat started. Most of ali, though, it's about
&2.., and you, and the guy gver thers with the messy hair
@nd hls shirt hanging out. You know hia, don't weu? He's
the one with all the answers and the pocket fu:l of nuts,
tolts and chips.

I Uhink the book is fantastic as & Series ot srories
about people, but 1f you're inte computers, it’ll tell you
why, and what YO are all about. ’

It gete a jittie dry here and there and ! found wyself
skipping & page or twa, but 1f you stick to it, it wili
leave you thinking, and perhaps inspired. lsn’t that what a
gaod bqeﬁhis far? btk

DALLAS TI HOME COMPUTER GROUF
1221 MOSSWOOD
IRVING TX 75061
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