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ANNOUNCENENTS

WexT Meghicg: Thursday July I7th, at the Aeerican
Legion Hall, Sb Broad St, Hawthorne WY, Bpa sharp, Progras
will be a discussion and demonstration of how the disk
systea wWorks, how & disk is mapped, how the contents are
accessed, etc. qiven by Al Turdeas. Time persitting, Art
Byers. will then demo several programs that enable you to
read and write directry from and to a disk.

Elections were held for the 1984/87 season. Our new
officers are: Carney Miess, President. Al Trudeau,
VF/prograss.  Charles Wilioughby Secretary, Art Byers
Treasurer.

Wrief Treasurer's report: After paying all bilis up to
date, including July Rent and postage for this newsletter,
we hive & balance of $172,02, We have as an additicnal
asset, $83 on deposit with Databiotics for the Pilet
Language and their Super RAN disk, not vet received. A auch
#ore detailed Treasurer’s report will be given out at the
July meeting,

MES BUES DUES - Those of you who find an envelope with
your newsletter are badly in arrears. Please use the
envelope to send the dues, as sarked, to the tredsurer -
Lheck payable to Art Byers. In General, third quarter dues
will be accepted at the July aeeting, Plase cowe prepared. .

Bisk buy: We will be posting a sigoup sheet for another
ioint purchase of Disks - winimum is 25.

The CLUB AUCTION weeting was a big success. The club
not only recouped the funds advanced for the purchase of
beta Test tteas #roa Databiotics, but also we aade a profit.
Sold were twn copies each of 4/4 TALK, BISKMASTER, and
SUPERSPACE, one each of MINIWRITER 11 and NINIMRITER 111,

CLUB OFFICERS 19B4/87

Carney M. Nisgs - Fresident
Al Trudeau - VF/Froorass
Charles Milloughby -Secretary
Art Byers -Treasurer

COMNITTEES

Ed Bornemasn - Hospitality

Fobert Ameata - Lending Library
Robert J. Sweeney - Disk Librarian
Art Byers - Newsletter

Pat Leigh - Equipsent

Al Tredean -1B Special Interest Group
Carmey Nimms - Telecomsunication SI5

CALL SOUNDS goes to
Coaputer Flea Market

¥e had heard so much about the giant flea warkets, just
for  computers, that are run twice each vear at the
feadowlands Hilton Hotel in New Jersey, that we HAD to qo,
at least once! 50000 on June I4th we made the trip, paid for
the tolls and gas and lunch at a fast food jernt, plus a
$7,00 entrace fee {ouch ''} and did the tour. We gnly put
$100 in our pockets so we could resist teaptation.

The place was JANMED, The parking lots FULL, it teok se
20 minutes just to find a space, I had to sit in a lot and
wait for someone to leave,

What was there?? Everything' Circuit’ boards; lobse
parts from cosp carriers and resistors to IC’s; IBM Clones
at low prices; Stationery such as continuous form envelopes

and labels ard file cards; Disks, disks, disks, at all -

prices fros a fow of 45 cents to a high of $1.50.; Disk
grives 3 142" 5 1/4" etc, - there was one seall standalone
box with three one-third height 050D 5 1/4 drives for $300.
lots of Apple stuff; Software and sore software at discount
prices. There were used computers and Lerminals, disk #ile
boxes, etc. ete. :

What did 1 buy? Well when I replaced my standalone
drive #2 witha double side drve, I had put the single sided
drive away. S00oo I bought an empty box with power supply
tor $35.00 and now ay wife's computer has a second disk
drive.

Al in all | had a fun few hours and got what I
cansidered a bargain and came hoae with $65.00 still in sy
pocket .. Next aome is in Septesber - you folks aight
cansider making the trip,

IBASIC SI6

THE NEXT MEETINE of the XB SI16 will be theld Thur sday
Evening, July 10th, at the home of Al Trudeaw, 7 Taylor &d,
Elmsford. Subsequent meetings will be rotated anong  the
howes of the 516 aesbers.

AT THE JUNE 10th seeting, We had a tascinating deso of
3 profressional business program written in 1B "By Al
Trudeau. It is used for accounts pavable and receiveable
and billing., It can write checks, issue invoices, etL.
Some of Al's tricks, tips, and algorithas are remarkable.
The 516 decided to write & special piece of XB fairware to
be used as a fundraiser for the club. For obvious reasons,
until it is ready for sale, no wmention of the type and
purpose of the program will be put into print, but it will
be discussed at seetings. :

Present at the June 516 weeting.were Robert fmenta, Art

Byers, Carney Mimms, and Al Trudesu. All seabers interested
can still joinm, ‘
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%8 USER WRITTEN CALL ROUTIMES Fart i
By Art Byers

One of the big complaints about the BASIC language, in
general, is its lack of structure, 605UBs and BOTO's juap
gvery which way. R collary cosplaint is that it is very
difficult to follow the flow of a BASIC program unless there
is a resark with each 6USUB or GOTO.

To illustrate how much easier it is to understand and
fallow a3 structured XB progras using your own CALL
subprograms, iet us assume we have written sose routines to
convert the FOVR gost comson nusber bases used in
programeing, one o the  other, iBinary,Becilal,
Hexadecisal, and Gctall

Here is part of the same program using these rout1nes
as written two different ways,

100 GOSUB 1600

110 60SUB 1300

120 ON C GOSUB 3000, 3250, 3500, 3750, 4000, 4250, 4500, 4750,
5006, 5250, 140

130 BOTO 100

140 END

100 CALL NENU

§10 CALL CHOICE(D)

120 If £=1 THEN CALL DECTOBIN
130 IF £=2 THEN CALL DECTOMEX
140 IF C=3 THEN CALL DECTOGET
150 1F C=4 THEN CALL HEXTORIN
160 IF C=5 THEN CALL HEXTODEC
170 IF C=6 THEN CALL KEXTOOCT
180 IF C=B THEN CALL OCTTOBIN
190 1F €=9 THEN CALL OCTTODEC
200 IF C=10 THEN CALL OCTIOHEX
200 IF C=11 THEN END

210 GOTD 100

Ohviously, 1've stacked the deck a bit to sake my paint,
but you can see how such sore the listing means ahen you
have written your opwn CALL subroctines, '
TI EXTENDED BASIC, as shown, can be structured very well
and made easy to understand with the use of user written
CALL routines, A Few sisple coaparison exsaples fallow.
Before going on, please review pages 180 through 184 of the
iB asnual.

First, let’s take a lonk-at two simple comson routines used
in many different programs: #! A short delay routine. 47 4
progras to hold the screen while we read or make a
decision, e will nawe §1 SUB DELAY and #2 SUR ANYKEY

1500 SUR DELAY(DM)
15310 FOR DELAY={ T Dl 1+ NEXT DELAY
1520 SUBEND

2000 SUB ANYKEY

2010 BISPLAY AT(24,1)BEER:*((PRESS ANY KEY})

2020 CALL KEY(O,KEY,STATUS) ¢ DISPLAY AT{24,19):CHR${30)
i+ CALL DELAY(75):: DISFLAY AT{24,1912* *

2030 IF STATUS=0 THEN 2020

2040 SUBEND

Ling 1500 tells the computer where it car find the
DELAY when it is [Alled. The delay sub expects a paraseter
value tp be passed by its call., This could be a concrete
value as in line 2020, a count of 75, or it can be a
variable. The delay sub can be used any place 1n the
program where a delay is desired, and by changing the value
passed, be long or short as needed. Line 1520 is the
equivilant of RETURN in a BOSUE subprogram.

Similarly, line 2000 locates the 5uB for its CALL. #e
could have used ACCEPT T instead of the keyboard scan, but
unless “ENTER® is the key chosen, that would sean two keys
have tn be pressed - first any key and then “ENTER*. The
display of CHR§(3¢} and * * sisple simulate a +lashing
tursor to let you know the progras is waiting for your
action. The delay between them is to siow thisgs down
enough for your eye to be able to see the flashon flashoff.

In the 99744 world, perhaps the ultisate saster of user
EALL 3UBS is Jia Peterson of Tiger Cub Software. [f vou are
prograssing in XB or want to learn how tg pfugran in B,
Jie's two “Nuts and Bolte® disks are chock full of usefu)
routines that are on edocation in themselves,

NERGE THAT FILE
From CALL SAT (Grand Rapids 99 ers)

Without reproducing the entire article, here is 3
discavery by Jack and  BJ sathis of the socuthwest
Ninety-niners of Tuscan Az

While working on & program they started to get error
sessages where there were none only a short time before.
They tried a backup XB cart ridge, even a backup §9/44
systes. Nothing seesed to work.

‘I vaguely remeaberd csoasething about the way the CRU
stacks the programs, by putting the last line number entered
on top of the stack. The NERGE comsand reshuffles the
program lines back inte proper order, 5o, 1 saved the
progras in MERGE format, typed NEW, and MERGEd te program
back in. Then 1 RESequenced again. No more error codes,
It also shortened the prograa file. (less linkage),®

I have tried this on a number of programs that 1 have
written or worked on and it does seem to help. I1f the
prograr lines are in order, the coaputer does nat have to
wait while it’s finding the next line nusber - as is the
case when lines have been added out of sequepce, 1f you try
this technique, please report your findings.

S

T
\
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ERROR TRAPPING — Part 2
by Art Byers

This article is a smore concrete follow up to Ted
Kills’s overview article of May *84. 1 suggest you reread
it before proceeding with the specific examples that foliom:

Neré'is an exaaple of & routine 1 use for debugqing my
- Extended Basic FPrograss. Once they are running properly,
the lines are erased,

1 ON ERROR 5000

4999 REK routine to locate errors and print on screen
5000 CALL CLESAR :: CALL ERR{EL,E2,E3,E4) rs PRINT “ERRGR
CODE";E1: "ERROR TYPE®;€25"ERROR SEVERITY";E3:“LINE
NUMBER®;E4 1 FRINT

5010 5T0P

Bhviously, the above breaks the progras, and hopefully,
after aaking a written note of the inforeatiom, | will te
able to f1nd where | goofed -HOPEFULLY!

MNext, is the general format Ted describes for using ON
ERROR in a program. First, the yeneral error sessage that
returns you to the sain érivipg sen.

90 DN ERROR 4000

9% REM Xain Menu

100 DISPLAY AT(2,9)ERASE ALL:"MAIN NEMU* :: Etc,

3999 REM Eeneral error handle rostine

8000 DISPLAY AT{10,1)ERASE ALL BEEP:“ERROR ERROR"

6010 DISFLAY ATC12,0):*1 = SAVE ALL DATA":*  AND CLDSE
ALE FILES":;*Z = RETURN TO MAIN MENU*:"3 = ABORT PROGRAN"
6020 DISFLAY AT(24,1):"ENTER CHOICE 1* :: ACCEPT AT(24,10)
VALIDATE(“123")SIZE (-1} :CHOICE

6030 DN CHOICE 6OTO 7000,90, 10000

£5999 REN routines to save atl data and close all files
7000 Put save and close routine here end with a BOTO 50

10600 END

Here is how to use ON ERROR to catch simple things like
trying to read a file that is not on the disk or forgetting
to close the drive door, ODGTFILES might be cosething like
D5KL.ADDRESSES.  FILETYPE could be DISFLAY VARIABLE HO. In
the case of Cassette storage the OUIFILE$S acrepted in a
prior INPUT or ACCEPT would be CS) and the OUTFILE could be
something Pike INPUT, DISPLAY, FIXED sd.

£40 0K ERROR 9000 ! tp catch I/0 and/or hardware errors,
450 OPEN #1:QUTFILES, FILETYPE

8999 REM Disk or file error
9000 CALL EHH[EI,EZ,J

9010 CALL CLEAR :: PRINT “ERRGR CODE*;EL:°ERROR TYPE";E2
7020 PRINT :“Chetk data storage device, check filenase":
+"Press enter when ready" :: INFUT E¢

9030 CLOSE #1 :: BOTO 90 'close file and go hack to mmn

AChL

This same routine could pick up a sisspelled printer
naae fros an INPUT - oh say you sade & typo and put in RX232
instead ef RS232, -

The preceeding are exasples of ERROR TRAPS, -catching
errors and preventing the program from crashing. However,
there is an ald matto about an ounce "of prevention being
worth & pound of cure. You can preveat many errors by
controlling how the program yser cas inpul infpraation.

For exasple if you want oply a *Y* or N answer to a
proapt your program might read like this:

TI BASIC
2530 IRFUT "I5 THIS CORRECT Answer ¥/H*:VN$
260 IF CYNBCI"Y"Ie(YN$SS'N®) THEN 250

TI EXTENDED BASIC would use the plain English GR
insttead of the "+ sign. J§ could also use an
ALLEFT (n,nIVALIDATE  {*YyNn"} etc as per the forgeing
exasple.

Baoth T1 BASIC and EXTEMDED BASIC could use the keyboard
scan to prevent a wrong input, For Example:

250 PRINT *ls this Correct, Ancwer Y¥/N*
260 CALL REY(0,KEY,STATUS)

270 IF STATUS=D THEN 240

280 IF (KEY(:7814(KEV(}B9) THEN 257

Line 250 scans the keyboard. Line 270 says If the
STATUS is equal to zero it seans no key has been pressed and
the prograa returns to the keyboard scas, Line 280 uses the
ASCED value of the key pressed. K is 78 and Y is #9.
Therefore if the key pressed is not one of those two, the
grogran returps to the keyboard scan,

An  alternative to line 280 could read IF
{CHRS LKEY)C3*N") +(CHRS (KEV)<>°Y®) THEN 260. '

NOULD YOU LIKE SOME XB HOMEWORK? C.K. MNrite a program
that reads ten nusbers froa & data statement, but only put 8
nusbers in the data statesent. Start the progras with an ON
ERROR JXX and write a routine that will keep the program
fros crashing and prints out * You tried to read past the
end of the file"

Looking for a Mew Meeting Hall

dnfortunately the Legion Hall is Hot is Sumser and
Freezirg in Ninter. We ask all sesbers to keep their eyes
peeled for a goed centrally located hall, school, etc where
wi tan seet and not pay loo wuch renl.
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THS 9900 ASSENBLY TUTORIAL-PART & MINING WITH BASIC by STEVE
ROYCE -MNY 997ERS

If those of us who are ’Assesbly Language Snobs’ can
put our personal biases aside for a few moments, even we can
admit thal many if nut sost things cen be adeguately handled
by TI BASIC or Extended BASIC. Only a few things slow us
down to the point where we resort to twiddling our thusbs as
we watt for our- BASIC prograa to qet ta the next step.
Alphabetic  sorting, for exasple, is best handled in
fAsseably, but input of the data to be sorted from keyboard
or disk is, let’s face it, quite a bit easier in a BASIC
lanquage. What we need is a aethod to pass the data back
and forth so we can use the best features of both languages,

Fortunately for us, TI THS9900 Ascesbly Larquage
provides two sets of wutilities: STRASE and STRREF for
passing string variables and NUMASG and NUMREF for passing
nuaerical data. In this article, we present 2 simple
exanple to show the STRing wiilities. Note that the

.froutines presented are probably not of great value in their
present farm, but should at least reveal the concepts
necessary to expanhd thea intc more general and vseful
routines for your use. '

Bost of the docusentation necessary for their use is
presented in the REN's end comsents, but & little
explanation aay be wvalusble. First, the BASALS routine
passes strings from BASIC to Assembly Lanquage. The ALBASS
routine is the reverse routine. Second, 1 had a bhard tise
ungerstanding what T's £/ aanual aeant By ~argument
nusber.’ To put this simply, in a statement like "CALL
LINK{'ALBASY' A% ,BS,L8), AS is the first argusent, BY is the
second, and so on. The third point 1 would like to explain
is that a byte sust first ke soved into the BUFFER which is
to hold the string passed from BASIC to Asseabily, This hyte
defines the maxisua length of the string to be soved. If a
longer string is atteapted, it will be truncated.

Enter the following source code using the Editer/
Asseabler, asseable it as CDSKI,OBJECT® using the ‘R’
option. Don’t use the 'C' option as the Extended BASIC
loader can’t handle compressed object coda.

DEF BASALS,ASBASS
STRREF EBU >Z014
ETRASG EQU 2010
HEX20 BYTE 20
EVEN
BUFFER 855 »22
i
1 Routine to meve string Basic to CPU buffer
L
BASALS H{WB@EIIO,HI’FER -Allots 20 bytes to string
LI RO, 0 ~Not an array

Ll &, ¥ -Pass the first arguaent
L1 R2,BUFFER -Where to put it in CFU

BLHPGEIIREF
RY

-Back to BASIC

1
I Routine to pass from CPU back to BASIC
]
ALBASS LI RO,D -Not an array

LI Rt,2 -Fass to secand arqueent
LI RZ,BUFFER -#hat to pees back

BLAP _

KT -Back te BASIC

END :

Wote that the above routine is pretty specitic, in that
it can only pass the first arquaeat fros BASIC and only pass
back to the second arqusent froa the CPU.  However,
generalization of the routine to make it pass any arguaent
is not ditficult,

How the Extended BASIC calllng prograes

100 CALL TMIT

110 CALL LDAB("DSK1,OBJECT*)

120 AS="ONE"::B8="THO"::C6="THREE"

130 DE="FOUR®::E$="FVE"

140 REN  MOVE BS TO BUFFER

150 CALL LINK{"EASALS",D$)

160 REM WOVE BUFFER T0 BS h

170 REM NDTE THAT THE ASBASS ROUTINE AS WRITTEN WILE PASS
{80 REM THE BUFFER BACK TO THE SECOND ARGUNENT, SO B¢
190 REN NUST BE THE SECOND ARGUNENT OF THE LINK

200 CALL LINK{*ALBASS", A%, B$)

210 FRINT A$:B$:C¥:D¥IESTIEND

The print line should now show that D$ (FOUR) has been
soved to B$. Hot too ispressive an exampie, but vou get the
point. ’

If you want to use the routine from BASIC with the E/4
acdule rather than frow Ex-BASIC, simply sodify the sultiple
statement lines and add the following line:

105 CALL LOAD(®DS5K1,BSCSUP*)

and lpad the BASIC support utilities fros E/A disk A.  Also,
Change the EBU’s in the asseably language source code tos

REF STRREF,STRASG

Keep up the efforts in Acsesbly. Hy next article will

“involve writing to the screen from Assesbly, then returning

to BASIC.  This should help explain that senacing thing TI
talls a *screen bias of a0’, Till nest time.-

LR TRRER IR ey isacetogtectiddeteeiqisegeijecrsithtetitg]

One Page Less??

True! I could blame it on the lack of articles written
by O 99%er aeabers, but the truth is - that between
business, TICOFF planming, and just plain getting lazy due
to the Susser sunshine, only 4 sheets this issue! Art
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The Cleck is Ticking
For T.I.C.LF.F. '8

e have Good Mews for all 99/4A4 enthusjasts, active
planning and work has begun for the nest Texas jnstruzent
Computer Owners Fun Fest. On June 2ind, # group
representing six different 99°ers clubs set to get off and
running.

The next TICOFF will be 1n March of *87. The exact
date oniy amwaits ciearance from the FRosellp FPark High
Schoolk, Their Student Council is going to be a ca-spensor,
#ith the proceeds of the event going to the Student Council
Scholarship Fund., As soon as we have firs dates and other
news, it will apppear in all the area club’s newsletters.

Hlere are the shakers and movers for TICOFF '87:

Ot Byers - W 99%ers, General coordinater and

adninistrator 914 52075402

Bab Geellnitz - REWJUG, Show Managewent and operations,
Student Council liason. 201 382-9943

Carney Nimas - C¥ 997ers, Treasurer and Legal advisor.
914 951-5993 '

Karl Barna - Worthern W 71 UB, Fairware and Fublic
Domain software sales. 201 B38-7537

Steve Citron - NEWJUG, Speakers and special events
chairman, 201 4B4-5619 '

Hewry Hein - NEWJUGSNORTH, Public Relations and
Publicity 20} 385-9057 -

day 5. Leber -TI TEX (L1}, Usér Group Coordinator 5ié
195-8359

Frank Bubenik Jr. L] 99%ers, U6 Coordinator with Jay
Leber. 514 93B8-1095 ‘

Bill Wright -NEWJUG, Vendor Contact and saies area.
208 238-0732

We have printed phone nuabers because these pecple will
nged all the willing enthusiastic help they can get. I+
there 1s an area in which you feel you'd like to serve,
p]Efse phane!?!!

A SKUZBALL VS A CLASS ACT

#5 you have heard at seetings and on the Compuserve 7I
Fargg, sany subscrivers of HOM wrote letters requesting
their subscription be cancelied and asking for their wgney
back,  Not one person has had any sort of reply, Me thisk
we stand the proverbial —sngw ball's chance in H-— of
getting aoney from the rip-of-artists at HCM who now call
theaselves HCJ,

Just by way of linforsation, let us cospare the trash
with  the legimate magazines. Me quote from COSFUTE!
dagazine. "SUBSCRIPTLON GUARANTEE: If you're ever less than
100%  satisfied with Compute!, sisply cancel your
subscription and receive a full refund on all  unsailed
issues.”

Need we say more??

NYARC Cosputer on a Card
Cut for Beta Testing

And that's definite! Several area clubs froa Washington
tu Boston have had demn’s at their meetings, MWe hear that
potential software developers have some saliples. - BUI - de
alse hear a lat of things that might give one cause to stpp
and think.

First, no small amount of bucks is invelved. Mot only
do you start with $300 - {guestimate) for the nicknamed
"Beneve” but also if you want to run  any current aodules,
you sust spend for a systee that piugs into your present
console and dusps thes to disk, about $45.00, (This is
obvicus out and cut copyright vielation and piracy. HWYARC
is assuming TI will sit still for this, and sost probably 71
Will - Gut Can anvose be sure?) It 1s alsg not clear if you
will have to spring for another #3860 for a 512k card. One
thing it sure, you will need to buy a high res aonitor if
you want 80 col capacity. Your TV won’t hack it, Black amd
white or Green or fmber, at least $100 aore plus cable,
color about 330. -~ MWith IBM clones, coaplete with 2
drives, b40k, P10 and RS232 and asnitor now ¢elling for less
than $1100, one sight start wondering?

Second, MYARC is gaining a reputation of not finishing
what they start -as of now, the version (43} of Extended
Basic that would be cospatable with TI Extended Basic, has
not been written! MYARD's XBIY is heavily flawed, bugged,
and not fully coapatable with TI XB. This has been true for

- over a ypar. If MYARC has been unable to correctly finish

one product as iaportant as XBII, can they be depended upon?
Ke understand the now operating system is not even cosplete
yet, 6o less debunged and tested, Where is the key
software? Hordprocessors?, etr.? No one seems to be sure!

Third, there have been a great sany coaplaints -about
HYARC’s 512k Mems and PAM Card. LI5S is jam packed with
them, Newsletters also report probless. Alwost 50% of
purthasers have had to serd thes back for factory wods for
one reason or angther- Wrong EPROMs etc, and battery backup
has been & severe headache from the start. HORIZON,
hawever, thoroughly Beta tested their 512k Rasdisk before
relesse and it is getting raves reviews for reliablity and
per forpance frow clubs coast to coast. 14 AYARC cannot make
a reliable product when others can, you aight pause before
buying? The MYRRC RSZ37 card was not made 1001 compatable
with Ti. GSoaftware writers had to sake special versions of
asseably language prograss to allow it to do certain things,
One Example, Faul Charlton®s FAST-TERM had to be rewritten
to allew for the Hyarc card’s irregularities,

Otviously, MYARC has a large investsent in this
cosputer o6 4 card. If it does not go over with potential
purchaser’s awong the 99/48 users, the cospany probably
won't continte 1n business.

Right now, with cheap reliable IBM clones wultiplying
like wildfire, with prices stiil dropping despite the
deliars lass in value, He can only wait and see what
develops, {or by now MYARE wmust be fully aware of the
comsent around in the 71 world and the cospetition in the
sarketplace. Thie writer, for one takega very pessimistit
view of WYARC’s praspects. AdB
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VELECON SIE NEWS

On June Bth; the Tetecoa 516 met at the hose of Carney

~ Mimms for organizaional matters and the first lessons in
phong coamtnications.

The 516 has it’s own Cospuserve TI Forum Meabership
under the name; CW 9%'ers on Line. [I5 was accessed via the
White Plains nuaber and the 71 FORUM message base downloaded
te disk. The G5I6 reviewed the various sethods of sending
sessages (1) froa the keyboard, (2} Preparing in advance
with Tl MWriter and sending fros DISK {3} a cosbination of
hath, :
Next, as a practice for beginners, the SENIE 800 nuaber

was accessed.

last, a loral bulletin beard in Mount Vernon New York
was contacted and we spent our allotted 15 minutes {allotted
by the BBS) exploring what it had to offer.

The next seeting will be Thursday July 24th at Spe.

"This will be devoted to comsunications between two
computers. Al those in the North Area of the county wiil
seet al Art Byers home, thpse i6 the South will aeet at
Carney’s house. The two divisions will eastablish cosputer
contact and then experiament sending text and prograss - both
via butier capture and XMODEM.

At a future meeting, the SIG will test te progras "WASS
TRANSFER* which is supposed to be able to send a whole disk
full of programs via sodes, If the SIG approves of it, they
will buy this piece of Fairware, _ )

Anyone who sissed the first sessipn is still welcose to
join. Call Art or Carney.

: For those looking for a library data base to access,
either for practice or serious use, Data log Inforsation
service’s nusber is 1-800 227 1923,

DATABIOTICS MAP report #5

Work has begun on programs jor the new big, 128k to
12k, eemories available for the 99/4A. Bill Noseid-of
DataBiolics posted an announcaent on Cospuserve of the
following currently under R & D especialy for the new larger
BEROTIES!

{1} A new wordprocessor {2) & new Bulletin Hoard Systea
{3} Gupertalk, a new tersinal progras {4) Superforth (3)
Spreadfug - Larger than a spread sheet (4) Notewarthy - a
susic generator.

As a amember club of Datakiatics National Advisory
Panel, it is possible we may be able to beta test scme of
the above.

BataBioTics listens. _
Diskaaster 1, the only beaef we had was that single _drive
owners had to swap disks too many tises to secter copy a ful
disk, DataBioTics read our report and programeer Todd Kalan
reports he s has finished a new version that can use the
extra memory in SuperSpace: or Mini Memory to drasticly
reduce the number of swaps, -5000con- you can see our
participation in NAP has had specific results.

Attention: all Newsletter Editors
BEST 99/4A ARTICLES OF 1984 _

In January of 1986, the Central Mestchester 99°ers put
together a “flippy* disk of 715 sectors of the very best
articles gleaned from 1985 997ers newsletters from coast to
coast. We send it owt FREE if you provide the postpaid
sailer and a new blank disk, ar for $3.00 if you want us to
provide the mailer and disk.

However, the purpose of this notice is to let vou know
that for {986 we will put out about 1400, sectors available
on either #lippy or as DSSL,

We ask that you send us the 8tSi trom your club, to be
intluded.

RULES: The article aust be an original by a meaber of
your club that appeared or will appear in (986 in your
club’s newsletter. It can cover any cosputer retated tapic,
such as  copyrights, prograsming in any lanquage useable on
the 99/4a, product reviews, etc. and wmore etr. M a

.program is part of the article, a separate “runnable” copy

sust be cubmitted. AFl waterial should be on disk with
srticles in DIS/VAR 80 forsat. A return postpaid mailer
sust be included, '

In the past, we aade the selection oursebves. This
year we intend to impanel a group. of editurs of 99%er
newslelters as judges. If you are interested in acting as a
judge, please let us know, Selection of Judges will be
closed Sep [st. Already volunteering to he judges are: Jack
Shattuck of the Delaware VYalley UG, Dee Turner of Osaha, and
Johnathan Iittrain of FPittsburgh who is a Gysop on
Cospuserve’s I Forus. e still need several more, How
about it out there?

dudging is very simple. Each judge will receive a copy

of 31l articles submitted, and will rate thea from #1 to the

number of articles. The ones receiving to lowst points are
the winners and the oneswith the highest scores, will ke
left put!

Deadline for receipt of material on disk is December
10th 1984,

Rddress Hail to: Fhe CW 99°ers c/o Art Byers, 1251
Williaws Drive, Shrub Oak NY 10588, CIS #73547,2014

Come on you editors, get your weabars articles in  for
the "Best Articles" Disk. -and- remeaber' It will be free!

Let us hear froe you!!

When we gave 2 good review to _

TIPS FRON THE TIGERCUB

Are only given cut at aeetings. Fick yours up froa the

pocket on the club cory board.

After three vyearcz of publishing, one would think Jia
Peterson would run cet of coriginal porgrassing ideas.
Amazing!!, His tips get better and better. i roapiete list
Show  your
appreciating of this great 99/74R contritutor By buying sose

of his software for sale is on’ the corkboard.

of his goodies.

A

-,




THis Nace THAVKS o A

BRAIN,

The club received, during May, a deaomstration copy of 3
progras called The BRAIM fros Datax, 1923 Lindea 5t.,
Ridgemond, KV 11385. They claised that it was a
breakthrough 1a both capabilities aad usar friemdliness
and that it had accuracy up to 12 decisal places whan
necassary. The list price was givem as $49.93 with
discouats for dealers and clubs. They also stated that
the desonstration progras had bees riqeed to give wong
aaswers, so not to use any resalts.

Before reconsending any hardware or software to owr
sasbars, | sake it i policy to test it. Tha results of
ay tosting mads as reluctaat to writs this review so [
sade sy comeeats to Datax. [ have received their reply
which they repmested | read at the sest asseting. Since
00 comsents have been givea t0 aAY of our sssbers, I will
give ay review and their resposss te each poiat.

The progras effectively converts the cosputer to 2
calculetorfreference samual. However, it takes over ome
and ose half mimstes to load aad the coaputer caa not be
used for aaything else while the BRAIN is ruaning.
RESPONSE: Sonsans else’s progras takes over five ainutes
to ioad. [ doa’t have that program and | ae now sure |
will not get it.

1 felt that the prograa was averpriced at #49.73 iad that
$20.00 was a2 sore reasemabie price if soae of the bugs
were fixed. RESPONSE: The cospany reserves the right te
put 4 price os ity prosucts. Jrus, st [ alse ressrve
the right not to buy averpriced saterial.

[ said that they had let the display capabilities of the
coaputer dictate their paraseters. For instances tw
highest factorial the cosputer will display is 49!
therefore that is the highest nusber the BRAIN will
calculate despite the fact that the computer will
calculate factorials up to 84'. RESPUNSE: 49' comtains
79 digits therefore for ail practical purposes it is

EABYSPRITE,

EASY SPRITE ix a really nifty little IBAGIC utility,
witten by Toa Freessn, that lets you design and save
sprite characters for use in your prograa. The prograa
has easy to understaad docuseatation files in D/V OB
foraat to help you get rolling. One drawback to alot of
sprite editing programs, is the lonq pauses due ta
calculations asd sanipulation of strings and ather data.
EASY SPRITE has avercomt these Ddangusp with assesbiy -
routines in Just the right areas. EASY SPRITE lats ydw

, IS . . Toolcs - LA 99ers ¢ ¢ S

A Rewvieaw

by George F. Steffen

infinity, I1f so, why ot cut off factorials at ! or
38'7 [ sest thes in oy coments 2 shart basic progras
shich would caluclate and dicplay factaials ia the
thousands with ne loss of speed in the rasge in which the
BRAIN eperates. [# they were interested in accwracy aad
usar friendliness, they could have added oy fow lines to
the prograa.

1 coasented that the progras appareatly was writiem by 2
mathenaticion wilth me prograssing experiesce. This is
shows By such constructions as DN (seiection) &0 10 to 2
series of Linew wach containing 3 GOSUB followed by 2
60T0 the beginning of the loop. RESPOMSE: Simce it is a
structured prograe, the prograsser is sualified. In that
case, shy use Roy Tasashire's Extesied Basic 48 colem
loader which wses a series of CALL LOAR . stateessts to
poke the progras 1ntn the sseary? RAl%e, each sems is
displaynd with a series of QISPLAY AT statesests with
row, coluss and text.

04 cowrse, any sarketing departaest which sends out 2
desoastration whick will not show the advaatages of i
product but shows sore disadvastages thas the acimal
product, prodably thinks that aayome whe writes a prograe
which can run-is 3 walified progranser,. -

There are oiher features of Che progras waach i did eot
likm, but they said that these occur in the dems cogy
only, ost in the actual warkisg BRAIN prograa. lesever,
they sade M2 response to ay Cossent that they aad used
wong constants in some of their forsulas. OF cowrse,
the comstants ars accurate to 5 or & places and they
clain accwracy to 12 places WHEM NECESSARY. This ssams
that they are the omes to decide what dagree of accuracy
is secessary, not the user,

The BRAIN was advertised in CONPUTER SHOPPER for $39.93.
They saié that this sas am error, but that they would
bonor that grice uatil July ISth 1984,

A Rewview
by Steve Weinkamer
Fres. Cleveland Araa User Group

sasipulate sprite orientation, li.e. flip, flop, rstate,
ol reverse insgel and print set or save hex codes to
disk or tage. It aise lets yow prist out an actual isage
of the sprite in griphics sode of aa Epson/Gesini
printer.  Nith EASY SPRITE, you have the full ability to
Areatey save, odit, ad prist sprite eraphics withowt

./ haviey to tediously copy lots of hex code by hass. Well

worth the tairware cost. rates 2 9.

CALL SOUNDS - Newsietter cof Lhe Cenirdl Weblobesier 39°ers JiLy 1760 Fage #7
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The following handy TI-WRITER commands are resrinted from th
June jsaue of the 99 er News sublished by the Tl Users Grour of
Willi County, Romeovilles, Ill. This puts the most used commands on
one page for handu access at your comduter.

EDITOR COMMAND IFCTNICTRL! EDITOR COMMAND

-
tFCTNICRTL! EDITOR COMMAND [FCTN:CTR.

. Back tab i t{ T !Ins, Blank line ! 8! O lQuit - [
Baginning/line ! ! ¥V !Insert character! 2! 6 !lenrma;z’ B 1207
Command/escape | % I C iLast paragrapph | idarHiRight arrou [ S T I
bDeletr character!: 1 ! F iLeft arrow ! 81 5 Roll down P& L A
Dal. #nd of line! I K iLett margin rel.! i Y !Rall u L T
Delastr line I 3! N iNew page i {9o0rPiScreen color i L |
Line #’sionsoft)] @ ! iNew paragraph : iBorMiTab [ A
Down arvow !' X ! A !Next paragraph | 148rJiUe arrou 't E! f
Duplicate lina ! I 5 iNext window L T ] iWord tab i t¥or
Home cursor } { L i0ops! H {lor2idord wrap/fived ! LI

Load tilest LF (enter) DSK1.FILENAME

(load entire fila)
LF {enter) 3 DSKIi.FILENAME

(merges filerame with data in memory
- atter line 3V
LF (enter) 3 1 10 DSK1.FILENAME (lines 1 thru 1B ot filename are

mergad after line J in memory)
LF {(enter) 1 10 DSK1.FILENAME (loads lines 1 thru 10 of filename)

Save *ilesat SF (enter) DSK1.FILENAME (save entire file)
SF {enter) 1 1@ DSKI.FILENAME {(save lines I thru 10}

Print Files:PF (enter) PIO (prints control characters and line numbers)
PF {enter) C PIC (prints with nc control characters)
PF (enter) L PIQO (prints 74 characters with lins numbers)
PF (enter) F PIO (prints tixed B@ format) ‘
PF {(enter) t 1@ PI0 (prints lines 1 thru i@)
NOTE: The above assumes PIQ, DSK1.FILENSME, and RS232 are also valid!
Ta cancel the print command press FCTN 4.

Delete filetDF (enter) DSKi.FILENAME

Setting Margins and Tabs: (1& tabs maximum)
L = Left margin R = Right margin I = Indent T = Tab
Use ENTER to execute or COMMAND/ESCAFPE to terminate comaand.

&
Recover Edit: RE (ente~) ¥ or N

Line movez: M (enter) 2 6 12 {(moves lines 2 thru & after line 1Q)
M (enter) 2 2 1@ (moves line 2 after line 12}

Copy1z same as move excert use C instead of M,
Ll g &1 3 ==
Find String: FS {enter}) sstring/ (will look for string in entire file)

FS (enter} 1 15 /etring/ ({(will look for =tring in linmes 2 thruo 13:

= (X LW

Delete: [ (enter) IR 1% (deletes lines 1@ thru 15 in memory)

ATTENTION Gther 99/4A clubs

o

oo e
© o0 reciprocate.
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