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THE PANASONIC KX-P109S1
A review by Kerry Roach

This will be the first of several articles describing and
reviewing the new peripherals that I have purchased for my systen.
The first installment will be cover a PANASONIC KX-P1091 printer.
In the second installment we’ll take a look at a CORCOMP 9900 DISK
CONTROLLER CARD, which provides double sided double density disk
capability for the 99/4A. I am very impressed by the operation of
both products and really enjoy using them.

The P1091 printer is the second in PANASONIC’S line beginning with
the P1090 and continuing up the scale to the P1093. It has a 9X°
print head with a 5X7 character matrix. The character definitions
include 96 ASCII characters in both normal and italic sytles plus
32 international characters. In addition, there is also an IBM-PC
Matrix Printer and a Graphics Printer modes which provides for 64
block characters and 132 special characters. The following
paragraphs will illustrate the different character pitches
including draft pica, elite, condensed, and proportional printing
modes. This paragraph and the above is printed in the near-letter
quality mode.

This printer will handle single sheet or fanfold Chaving both
friztion and tractor feeds? ranging in widths from 4 to 9 inches
and heights fram 3 $o 14.2 inches. The ribbon is a cartridge type
with a print life of 32 million characters. The carftridge has a
re—=inking feature that may be used 1 time.

[f graphics is your cup of tea, this printer is sure to make you haopy. It has
7 different bit image graphic modes: (1) standard density - #80dpl/E€0dpi at Z/2
gsec/line; (2) double—density - 260dpl/120dpi at 4/3 sec/line; (3) double speed,
gouble density - 360dpl/120dpi at 2/3 sec/line; (4} guadruple density -

1920dpl /240dpi at 4/3 sec/line; (S) 640 dot density at 8/9 sec/line; (&) 376
dot density at 4/5 sec/line; and (7) 720 dot density at | sec/line,

In the standard print wodes it has speeds varying from 22 characters/sec in the near-letter quaiity mode to
120+ characters/sec depending on singie or hi-directional printing, That's emough numbers!

Yes, the printer has EPSON compatible control codes, and also eomes with a4 standard
parallel interface (serial available as option) and a 1024 byte buffer, A switch on the
top—left of the printer allows you to select standard pica, near—letter quality pica, or
porportional spacing without software commands, This is a2 handy feature for those of us
who can’'t seem to remember character control endes,

All this for the low price of about $300 through mail order or a
suggested retail price of $499 in retail stores.
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TIPS AND TIDBITS

At the last meeting the possibility of assembling a collection of newsletter
articled covering BASIC, EXTENDED BASIC, ASSEMBLY, and FORTH was discussed.
Several members gave a positive response to the idea, 30 we’/ll try it. We’ll try
to cover all the above categorys with a separate collection for sach language.
The articles will include the best tips and columns from all the newsletters that
we have received from Userd Groups across the country since we began exchanging
letters. There will be a small fee for the collaection to cover the printing
coats.

When I purchased my CORCOMP DISK CONTROLLER, the dealer informed me that my TI
disk drive would function in double density for only a short time. Well, he was
partially correct. After about a week the drive would not initialize a disk in
double density, but would read and write with no errors. Earl and I fried his
second drive on my system, and the drive had no problem formating the disk in
double density. After thinking about the problem and listening to my drive spin
the disk, I came to the conclusion that the drive was not spinning the disk a the
correct speed. To make a long story short, my drive is now working fine and [
didin’t have to shell out $20 to have it adjusted. If you have a flourescent
light, you can correctly set your drive speed using the strobe markings on the fly
wheel of your disk drive and the light. Adjust the speed pct on the drive until
the markings corresgonding to 50 cycles appsar $2 Be statishary while the flyuwheel
is turning. Since initialization apears to be the most critical, adjust the speed
while initializing a disk. Since the formating process takes longer than a read
or write, you have more time to get the speed adjusted correctly.

BE CAREFUL NOT TO DAMAGE THE BOARD WITH STATIC ELECTRICITY.
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Qur new slate of officers iz ST
Fresident EERRY =OAL0H
Vice~President RON MITOMELL
Traast-ar LARRY BRYANT
Becratary DAVE HICHS

1 | : - -
We need ko give hhem all the BUPROrt w2 Sarm oane in huaee

FETUrn in somputer knowlege and sophistioatson w Ll
and maybe aven surprising. PITCH IN!
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