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The Chicago Times is published 10 TImes a year from Sept. to -

June. Chicago TImes is in no way affiliated with Texa:
Instruments. We are supported salely by_our subscr:pers ::
advertisers. Subscriptions are free yxth membersh1p to ]52
Chicago Tl 99/4A User’s Group. The Chicago TIimes is &

distributed free ta any User’s bBroup that uishesnt;:_
reciprocate. Articles within these pages may be re prl N

by other User’s Group Publications provided credit I:t?;;e
the Chicago Times as the original sourca of- the b:1ssl
Conments and letters are welcone. We also accept su

of original articles and programs.
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FRESIDENT:

1. DON WALDEN

2. NOMIMEE

VICE-PRESIDENT:
1. GEORGE LEMFEQATIS

2. NOMINEE

SECRETARY:

1. vIC STEERUF

<. NOMINEE

TREASURER:

1. TRV LEVINSON

-

2. NOMINEE
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Flace an X next to a candidate's name, or writea
in a name for an office and then place an X
rnext to that name.
NOTE FPLEASE !

ALL THE BALLOTS THERE WILL BE COUNTED AT THE
DECEMBER 5, 1992 MEETING .

edotors note : If you are not going to be at
the DECEMBER MEETING, AND YOU MAKE A COFY OF THIS
BALLOT. BE SURE THAT YOU ONLY MAKE ONE COFY.

( WE ALL KNOW THE CHICAGO WAaY TO VOTE,

"WOTE EARLY , VOTE OFTEN '" ) WELL !
IT*S NOT TRUE. ONE VYOTE pr MEMEBER !
ALL VOTEING MUST BE A MEMEBER. AND !

IF ¥YOU ARE MAILING IN YOUR BALLOT.

BE SURE TO MARE YOUR MAIL.That IT IS INSIDE A
BALLOT. SIBN YOUR LETTER WITH YOUR NAME anND
MEMBERSHIFP NUMBER. X%¥ DO NOT SIGN YOUR BALLOT. *x%

ANY MAIL~-INs VOTES CAN BE MAILED TO THE
SECRETARY, VIC STEERUF » 1004 CEDARCTEST "
SCHAUMBURG, ILL. XX¥ MNOT TO THE -———

EDITOR OR TO THE F.0. Box. THEY WILL EE OFENED
ONLY AT THE MEETING BY THE JUDGES.
mark it “BaLLOT" =
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THE FREZ SEZ_ o .

Let me begin this month hy apolagizing for
the latsness of last month’ s rewsletter. It wasg
due to several facters, but primarily it was the
| acquisition of equipmant to allow us to produce
c» the newsletter by aurselves, thereby saving the
considerable printer’s ceosts. The newsletter is
the largest single item im our yearly budget, and
we are now able to save approximately two-thirds
of its cost. The largest single item now is the
postage for the newsletter. There is no ¥
acceptable way to lessen that cost. We will
‘continue to send it First Class, even though
sometimes receive less than First Class treat
trom the various post offices that handle ocug
mail? :
et me just say a brief word about the.
that we use for the newsletter. We have hee
using, - and continue to use, 20-1b. paper. I
has a slightly “slick" look and feel to it,
that results solely from the process we now
L_ employ. It is a cold process, which utilize

rollers which press the paper as it passes b
them.” We have begun to look for a paper whid
.will not have that feel, however. For the
present, we will just have to live with it.

At the October meeting of the Chicago TI
Users Group nominations were received for all
elective offices. Don Walden was nominated +¢
Fresident, George Lempeotis was nominated for
Fresident, Victor Steerup was nominated for
Secretary, and Irv Levinson was nominated for
Treasurer. A ballot will be printed somewhere in
this newsletter. If you wish to write in a
candidate you may do so.
if you do not wish to cut up your newsletter.
ballots should be marked BALLOT in the lower
left—-hand corner, and should be sent to our
Secretary, Vic Steerup, 1004 Cedarcrest,
Schaumburg, It 60193. Trey will be opened and
counted at the December meeting during the L
election. Write—-in candidates must be members. i
goad standing, of course. s

o

You may xerox the ballutit
A1l

y

f 1ts 311ling.
B will he debuting this year show that our camputer

consolidation,
- the TI and the 7440 is igrniting a re-sirth of
k interest in our community.
p the new S5CEI controller for hard—and floppydisks,
t the tape drive that functions as a back-up and a

F computer innovation.
- one when it comes. to the introduction exciting naw
| products that make ow Ffavorite machine a powerful
) and productive tool,
L reasonable cost,

systems, where costs skyracket and sloppy

® activity,
¥ the exchange of information that Chicago is dustly

famous for,
# lectures and demonstrations, where authors of
g software,

Let"s furn ouwr attention to the event that we
hawve been laoking forward to for the last vear:
the 10th Chicago International World Faire! Orice
again it is Faire time, and it is qgoing to be

i exciting. The theme of this vear’s Faire is "The

Renaisance of the TI?9-44," and it will live up ko
The new hardware and software that.
but

is nat only alive and well, entering a phase

B that will see it become more pawarful than anyvone
p could

Nfave dreaned.
After what seems like a period of
an explosion of new products for

The introduction of

primary drive, the new versiom of a music progran

t that allows keyboard creation of MIDI files, and
 the fax card that allows your TI to function as a

fax machine are but some o the items that show
that the programmers and technical wizards in this
cammunity are among the leaders in ths world of
We take a back seat to no

And all of this is at a
unlike some other computer

programming are the norm.
While the selling floor will be a hub of
the seminar room will be the focus for

Flan to attend at least some of the

and manutacturers of hardware show off
their products, Unlike the vendors® tahles, where
it can sometimes be difficult to get close enough
to see and hear ths products being explained, the

| seminars offer a more relaxed setting for
f questions and answers,
tthis year than ever before, so be sure to check
i the zchedule to avoid missing someone you really
twant to hear.

There are mare speakers

Ly




Al though Saturday is the day of thg arctual
Faire itmself, don’t forget that Fridag 15 Ehe day
that everything really begins. The CTEUbiﬁpuﬁsorg
a Hospitality Buite starting at noon and lasting
all dayv. It iz a great opportunity to megt and
grest old friends and vendors alige. It is .
strictly informal, but deronstrations of new items
are constantly occurring throughout the Qay.

i Let®s not forget about the Social Mixer,
starting on Friday at 8 p.m. The_cast 1% Dn¥y
five dollars, which covers admission and a wide
selection of hars d’ oeuvres. @A cash b;r will glso
e available. Meet visitors who have Just arr3ved
and who have lots of new things to show and talf
abobtﬁnd after you have bought a bagful of new
toys, what better end to a 5ucceasful day ccq%d_
there be than to join with your frlends ag DU,
‘apnual Faire Banquet? The Cocktail Hour will
everyone in the proper mood for thg Fun‘o+ a i 2
cbstume party. Come as your favarite piece O ‘ .
hardware or softwars, or just come as you are,gou
come' If you haven’t already madg your ]
reserrvations, you may be disappointed, as so
were last year, =0 don’t out it off. Call me
(708) B&4-8644 so you wont miss out on the fum,
The Grant Schmalgemeier Award for servioce talt:j
CTIUG will be presented abt the Banque?, as w11%mi
the John Birdwell Frize. This award is presigu
annually at the Banguet, by the Trusteeg Df th§ ‘
Joha Birdwell Memorial Fund, gnd symbmlxzeb_de f%i
higrest level of achievement in the world-wl ‘%
commu?&::’s about it for this month. A lot of G
hard work has gone into making this the best Faire
we have ever had. Don’t miss out on all the fun
and excitement. See yvou at the Faire!
e e T ey e e P T e S et H a 1 S h a n a-F l e 1 d

Mowvember 1992 i1ssue ;

MEMEBERSHIF MNEWS AND VIEWS

BY JAMES BRODKS
Hello there all of you TI’ers and "Clones", |
know that many of you work also with "I18M Clones®
imncluding myself. Many of our TI's are getting
old beyound replacement isince TI stopped making
tham? .

By the time vou get this issue, the Faire will
be underway for the 10th vear. Since Beesry Millier
has hought out the "M-DOS fram the now defunct
Myvarc, things may start getting better for the
eneve owners. to continuwe to better their
machines. [ bought one in 1987 when it was a “"New
and inspiraticnal machine" to upgrace the old
"TIF9/4A, Myarc made many promises that nesver
were fulfilled, even with the HFDCC (whose clock -
ticks aff 10 minutes for svery 40 seconds of
actual time. That was not repaired for Many .,
myself included. I ran my board without & clock
because it would not work with the MFE ar the
Triple Tech Clock. So I am looking foreward ta the
suczess of Beery Miller and Don Walden, who has
agrz2ed to repair Myarc products for a nomimal cost
(repairs do cost unless you can do it yourself and
aquire the necessary replacement parts).

Last month was the first Newsletter by ouwr
newast editor and most of the members got them an
time. The deadline 4or the Newsletter articles is
still the 10th of each mosth. We are looking far
more articles and programs to fill the Newsletter
each month being contributed by our members. There
are still gquite a few thiags on the drawing board
for the TI and the GEMNEVE. The company in
Milwauvkee with Don #Walden is taking over the

GENEVE and Myarc repairs. Watch Micropendium far
announcements.

=
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There 19 an JTBM library and a 9&40 SE%
Interest Lroup) started for ?he henevem
wners. On have youw called the Graup EES Lately*
and couldn™t get on™ Well the Hot line numb§f>and
the BEES number are now the same, thanks to Mike
Maksimik, our sysop. You will have to make an
ad justment to your dialers. In DFd?F to g?t a .
caanecticm to the board, zet vour dialer like thisg
It vou need a "1" to dial ?ut oi Ynui area set
your dialsr up this way: | 708.86¢ ole2, . .44 )
(spaces are Just here for clar%ty but the comg =4
are a necessary part as they give the phone time
to ring ance and then add the 44, If you do not .
add the ,,,44, the wvoice section of the mpdem wil
answer instead because it is the New Hotline

Number also.

D%} BTW, any member who has reneswed and I do
not hive you recorded as "up ta dgte“, please
bring it to my attention. Since I was not at many
of théﬁmeetings, I may have missed a few that
signed up there that I am not aware of.

So until the next meeting, I will say so long
for awhile. :

i t JIM.
editors note @ I just got to correc
THE DEADLINE TOQ GET ANY ARTICLES IN TO THE
NEWSLETTER IS5 ONE WEEK AFTER THE ﬂEETIN?. L
UNLESS IT'5 FOR THE SUFER SUMMER ISSUE b

Toany.

# be holding the Faire at.

3 sign-in sheet,

§ ©) MEETING DATE CHANGE -

/@aﬁ;/ 1

The Executive Board Meeting of the Chicage T.1I.

User's Group started at 11:08 A.M. Saturdayiﬁiy
2nd, Present were Jim Deards, Irwv Levinson, Vig
Steerup, Dave Connery and Hal Shanafield.

MINUTES - Due to the early date of this month's-
meeting, the published minutes in the Newslette-
were not available for review, They will be
corrected and approved next month.

TREASURER™S REFORT - Irv Levinson

A)  BALANCE -~ We have a good bank balance, all
Bills as of last month have been paid. Income
from renewals and new members 1s still coming in.

B) DUTLOOK - It looks like we will have enough to
hold the Picnic and, of course, the Faire.

FRESIDENT*S REFORT ~ Hal Shanafield

A} FAIRE UFDATE - Brochures and reservation cards
were received from Claudette Conway, our liason
with Holiday Inn of Elk Grove, the hotel we will
They are available from

any Board member. Be sure to reserve your room

B carly, as the Hotel is holding a Block of rooms
- for us.

E) FPICNIC -~ A Piecnic sign~up sheet is at the front
table in the meeting hall, next to the meeting
Flease sign up, and list the
number of guests that Wwill attend, so gnough food
and drinks can be purchased. The Picpic will be
held Sat. July 11, at the Lighthouse Park, a.k.a.
the "Northeast Fark" or the "Deering Estate Fark",
depending on what Mmap you are looking at!

There is a Wedding
scheduled for the first Sat. of June, so the

i Meeting will be held the second Sat. of June, the

1Zth.

??
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1) NEWSLETTER — We are having trouble with some
Post Offices refusing to acknowledge that our
Newsletter is First Class Mail., They have given
us every excuse in the book for non-delivery,
despite the Newsletter having “First Class Mail"
printed above the postage., We may heve to start
using preprinted white envelopes to mail the
Newsletter.

E) SPECIAL NOTE -~ John Bartels reparts on the BBS
that his wife Sandy, our past President and Faire
Chairman, won 4 Blue ribbons at the Kendall County
art show for her oil paintings.

Don Walden arrived at 11:2%5,

F) LIMA - We have several members who will be
going to the Lima Faire, Sat. May lé6th., and will
be bringing back lots of goodies with them. A set
of E0G°s will be sent as a door prize. Contracts
will also be sent for Vendors who will want to
sign up for our November Faire,

COMITTEE REFORTS

A) EVENTS - Today's demo: The new Horizon Mouse by §

Mike Maksimik.

B) AUCTION DONATIONS ~ Saveral Modems and a .
monitor were donated the the Club for the Auction.

Bring in your unused squipment to the next
meating

MEMBERSHIF - Jim Brooks

A) CHAIRMAN STATUS - Jim can’'t make it to the

mestings, but has agreed to stay on as the '
Membership Chairman until someone takes over his

position. This Jjob involves tallying new members
and renewals, and communicating with the
newsletter editor, so the newsletters can be sent
out. Somecne give Jim a hand.

74

f &) ARTICLES: Any newsletter nesds articles to

/‘f’/:r‘/ E Al
B) RENEWALS ~ We have three new memberes.
Freprinted post cards wil! be sent out to all
members who haven™t renewed, asking why (forgot,
didn"t know .membership expired, etec.).

LIBRARY ~ Dave Connery

A) TODAY'S SFECIAL: A new, improved MASS-TRANSFER,
by Milwaukee Users Group Tim Tesh, with 40-80 tol,
ANSI graphics, X and Y batch modem. Will work
with both the Chicago BBS and the Milwaules EES.
One Dollar at the next two meetings.

B) CATALOG - Prograss is continuing, with a target
date of the Mov. Faire for availability. This is
a big job, Give Dave a hand cataloging and
running the disks in our Library.

NEWSLETTER - Bob Demeter -

A) EDITOR STATUS: Bob would like someone to take

over the job as Newsletter Editor. This is a big
Jjob. Somecne give Bob a hand.

1

publlish! Send in any hints, tips, product reviews,
or your own personal experiences using
hardware/software. Jim Brooks has a BBS, too,
lLeave articles there, at 312-451-7252.

?* C) Missing newsletters: Don Jones has had all

missing newsletters reprinted, and will send them

iZ'out to all members who are dus them.

¥ PROGRAMMING CONTEST - Tony Z. - Entries are

arriving, still and will be Jjudged during the
summetr brealk,

Mike Maksimik arrived at 12:75

//f




ceny 4 7
C) IMFROVEMENTS: Jim moved, and Dave seconded the
purchase of a modem that would automatically
switch calls either to the BES or an answering
machine, so that the BES and Hot Line could share
the same phone line, lowering our exXpenses. It
was approved by the board.

George bLempeotis arrived at 12:40

FUBLICITY ~ Volume #3 of the Encyclopaedia of
Graphics has been printed. Copies will be sent to
Micropendium for review. A set of all three
volumes will be on sale at the special rate of $21
at the June meeting. Dan moved, and Irv seconded,
that we charge a new, lower rate from the vendors
at the Lima Faire. It was passed by the BEoard.

The Board meeting adiourned at 12:46.
GENERAL MEETING -

The Officer®s reports were given, and a copy of
the April Minutes was available to members for
viewing and corrections.

Brochures and regestration cards for the Nov.
Faire were also available. Copies of
Mass-Transfer were sold from the Library, and the
DOS Library had a listing of shareware on CD-RON,
The rate was %2 on 5-1/4 and %3 on 3-1/2 disk,
with as many programs as would fit on them. Mike
and Vic demo’ed three programs for the
TIM-equipped Tl aor Geneve. Y.A.P.P., the
commercial high—resolution graphics program, using
Mike's new Mouse driver which featured variable
speed, accurate positioning and ease of use. They
also showed the Roland Meier FRACTALS shareware
pragram, which can create and view these unusal
squiggly shapes in a dramatic range of calors, and
the 80-col. version of FUNNELWEBR, with its
enhanced text editing and versitile Diskreview
features. Mark Harmszs showed how to track down ard
change a defective SIMMS memory on a FC, and
demo’ed VRIC, a GIF and FCX fileviewer and
converter, which shows files on FPC'e as a
slideshow, like TI-SLIDESHOW or T.A.S5.5.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Victor Steerup,
Secretary. 72
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The Executive Board Meeting of the Chicago T,I.AJ
User’s broup started at 11:18 A.M. Satw day June
L3th.,  PFresent were Hal Shanatield, Tony
Ilatorzynski, Dave Connery, Irv ilevinson, Jim
Deards, Yic Bteerup, and Bob ¥napil.

MIMLTES ~ Jim moved, and Bob seconded accepting
the Minutes of the April Meeting as published in
the Newsletter, It was approved by the Board.

TREABURER'S REFORT - Irv Levinson
A}  EBALANCE - There is a good balance in the bank.

B) OUTLOOK -~ There is suffecient balance to pay
the for printing the Newsletter, and the sWwitehing
modem for the BRS-

Hot Line.

FRESIDENT S REFORT - Hal Shanafield

A) FAIRE UPDATE - Contracts have been sent aut to
all nf last year’s Vendors, and tables are
available at a diseount price wntil June 15th,
after which they will be full price. Vendors who
respond early will have their deposit checks held
until September 15th,.

B) FICNIC - A Ficnic sign-up sheet is at the
registration table. Only enough Ffood will be
purchased to cover the number of people who will
be coming.

C) MEETING DATE FOR SEFTEMRER - Since the first
Saturday of September is a haliday, Labor Day, the
Meeting date will be held the second weekend, the
12th.

COMMITTEE REFORTS -
EVENTS
AUCTION - A number of items have already been

donated, and members will be bringing more tao
today’s meeting.




MEMBERSHIF —~ Jim Brooks Tt =z

é) CHATRMAN STATUS - Jim has agreed to stay on as
the Membershipg Chairman until someaone takes over
his position. We are soliciting members to F111
this spaot.

By RENEWALS - We had ten renewals last month,
filling aout our roster.

LiBRARY ~— Dave Connery - Today’s Speciglz Gary
‘Bowser®s T.A.5.8. 2001 , a true TI-Artist
slideshow, with forward- o ‘
reverse, variable time viewing, and the ability to
avtomatic— . .

ally scan different drives in any sequence for
files. It also has a LINES—-type intermission.

CATALOG — Progress is continuing, some members
have sent in reviews of various disks. Give Daye a
hand running the disks ‘and sending in your review
far the Library Catalog.

lLLIMA FAIR - Dave moved, and Vic secondgd, the
purchase of the videotapes of the meestings held at
Lima, to be available from the Library. It was
approved by the Board. ‘

NEWSLETTER EDITOR — Tony L. will be our new
editor, and asks for articles, hardware and ‘
software reviews for publishing. His phone is
708-795-0051 for voice and dats.

It was debated, with Dave mmving,'and Irv -
seconding, the CTIUG bHdoining the Clearinghouse BEES
for articles +or the Newsletter. It was passed by
tha board. . . :

George Lempeotis arrived at 12:01
Mick - lacovelli arrived at 12:02
Don Walden arrived st 12:08.

?-/%fe}: X THF Z am wot se?-up For 4
BBS, Fhere w'l be ~o Hn'a.
7

‘Jﬁ;wf? -ﬁfgg

ADVERTISING RATES - The hoard determined the raze
for adz placed in the Newslettear would be $25 fgr
a full page, ard $12.50 per half page. Farsons
with a2 business or service they would 1ike
advertised should contact the Newsleter Editor,
FROGRAMMING CORTEST - Tony Z. - Dave moved, and
Tony secanded, the tfollowing as awards for hegt
programs 1n the anmuwal contezt. Firgt prizes £20
cash, lyr. masbhership, all § manuals, copies of
all entries. Second prize: 1 yr, membe+rship, 3
of the 3 nanuals, copies of all entries. Third
prize: 1 vyr. membership, ary 2 of the 5 manual s,
and copies of all entries. The manuals b=ing: the
thre= Encyclopaedias of Graphics, CTIUG Hardware
manual, and the CTIUG TI-WRITER manual.

It was
approved by the Roard. '

etz

BULLITEN BOARD - Mike Maksimilk - The automatic

modem switch is installed, and the BBS # is now'
the Hot Line, too.

Mike Maksimik arrived at 12:30.

FUBLICITY - The TI Interna-ional World Faire signs

are at the registration table, free t3 anyone to
post.

The Board Meeting adijourned at 12: 45,

B GENERAL MEETING - The Auction was held, with much

laughter and cheerfullness. Most of the donated
equipment was sold, with some of the purchasers
shaking their heads, wondering why they bought it.
Comments such as "I need a spare "or "I'L1

see if I cam figure some way to hook this up" were
cammanpl ace,

Minutes respectfully submitted by Victor Steerup,
Secretary. ’




MINUTES $-12-92 5f70f &/

The Executive Board Meeting of the Chicago T1
Lser’s LGroup was called to order at 11:15 A.M,
Sept. 1Zth, 19%9Z. Fresent were Hal Shanafield,
Dave Connery, Jim Deards, Jim Broaks, and Vic
Steerup.
and June meetings were passed around and read at
the start of the meeting, and approved by the
Board.

anm

TREASURER®S REFORT — Irv Levinson — We have
deposit checks for the Faire in amaount to cover

Our expenses. Irv is currently in the Orient on
vacation and will handle this important task when
he gets back.

OUTLOOK — We have to find some ways to cut
expenses. 0One we eliminated was having the
seperate BES and Hot Lines, which were combined
into one. A maior expense is the printing of the
Newsletter, which could be reduced :f we printed
it ourselves, with volunteer labor doing the
collating, folding, stapling, etc. Another
e<pense is the rental of our meeting room, which
rould possibly be reduced by finding another
loacation that is either cheaper or free. Membors
attending meetings are currently asked for
donations te defray this. We could try some sort
of money-raising event.
raise dues, ar decrease the freguency of the
Newsletter publication. Call the BBS/Hot Line
with your suggestions,

FRESIDENT®S REFPORT ~ Hal Shanafield —

A ) FAIRE UFDATE - We have had good,
response from most Vendors,
of schedule in registrations.
have signed up, and is should be interesting to
see their wares. The Friday nite Mixer will be
held either Foolside or in the Village Room,
freeing up the main Meeting Hall for the Vendor’s
tables to be set up. '

/é

early

Some new Vendors

——

- ardmissions table.
. the Faire and

Frinted copies of the Minutes of the May

i the Tl community.

¥ Toany Zlotorzynski

The Brard doesn*t want tc g

and are actually ahead §

Smp [ F L

b &) VOLUNTEERS — We need workers th man the

to help Vendors move in hefore
mut afterwards, security, handle
announcements, etc. There 1s a Silgn—up shegt at
the registration table at regular Clud meetings,
or call inte EBEBS/Hot Line if you can help. We
also need systems to be donated for use by Vendors

during the Faire.

CYEANGUET — Be sure to =signh up early for the
Banquet, a5 available talbles fill up Ear}y. .Shaw
up for only this event in costume, glnce it w1;1
he held on Halloween, as your favorite program ar

piece of TI eguipment.

Ny GRANT R. SCHMALGEMEIER UUTSTANDINQ SERVICE AkARD
Nominations are now being solicited fpr
candidates who have shown outstanding service to

Wowshki' ) He spelleat # Nigh?

arrived at 11:40.

Jim Deards moved that the award be limited to
being given only once per person, anq annu?ly when
poszible, deperding on suitable candidates
availability. It was seconded by Dave, and

i approved by the Board.

E) INSURONCE - Our Club’s insurance Qulicy is up
for renewal, and must be paid to continue tg
provide coverage for Members and Gugstg during
regular meetings, and the Faire. Jim Deards moaved
that we pay it, seconded by Tony Z. It was passed

by the BRoard.

OLD BUSINESS — FURCHASING A COFIER TD FRINT THE
NEWSLETTER —

/7
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Irv has found a good, used, reconditioned,
plain paper, brand name copying machine Wwith a &
month service contract. We could save half of our

annual operating expenses by printing the

pMewsletter, Faire brouchers, EOGs, lLibrary
Catalog, advertising, etc., ourselwves. This
includes the cost of paper, taoner, and staples.

. The disadvantage is that we would need voluntesrs
. teo do all

the manual labor aur printer is charging
us for now. We can’t saddle our Newsletter Editor
(Tony Z.) with this job. The main advantage is

the CTIUG would stay solvent, and viable in th=
future.

Mike Maksimik arrived at 12:00 noon.

It was debated if we could afford a copier
at this point, although it would pay for itself in
2 months. It was also discussed where the machine
would be located, wha woald run it and when the
NMewsletter would he printed.

Jim Baird arrived at 12:035.
George lLempeotis arrived at 12:10.

Mike wvolunteered his residence to loacate’
the copier, and his time to raun it. Vic also
volunteered his time for printing the Newsletter.

Don Jones arrived at 12:20.

Vic moved that we solicit members for
interest~free luoans, for the express purpose of
buying the copier, from our members. Jim Brooks
seconded the motion, and it was passed by the
Bpard.

EVENTS - The new DIGI-FORT sound file plaver
hardware/software from Western Horizon will be
demo’ ed.

MEMBERSHIF -~ Jim Brooks — He announced that we
have three new members,
210. He expects more new members,
at the Falire.

and renewals,

bringing ow membership to

s -
MEWSLETTER EDITOR - Tony I. — A round of applauase
went g to our new editoar for a dob aell done ¢
getkbing the last newsletter out. Tony announced
that future issuwes will have a new laok on the
mailing label side. They will have to be printad
gideways, like an envelope, to be tre=ated by the
frost Office’s automated sorting machinery as fi-st
class mail. We have had trouble with it being
treated as 5rd class mail, despite the words First
€lass Mail printed above the paostage, when the
label was printed vertically, with many members
complaining of missing/late newslettors,
Hopefully this will elilminate this problem.
Another problem is that Tony ngeds articles to
publish, having resorted to downloading BES
commentary. I you have any comments, apinions,
tales of Tl trials and tribulations, send “em in!
Either mail copy to Tony, or upload o ths BES.

FROGRAMMING CONTEST — The winners have been
chosen, and will be announced at the Oct. meeting,
with demonstrations of the programs. .
LIBRARY - Today's special: Four disks of prograns
downloaded from various BES s, for $4, at the

meeting, or mail ordersed postmarked before our
next meeting.

BBS — Mike Maksimik - Two of the floppy drives
used went down last month, but Tony I. came up
with replacements., The software used will be
changed, to a new program by Tim Tesh. It will
feature: 1) Remnte sysop operation, for the
Newsletter Editor to download new files as scon as
they are uploaded. 2) Multiple user levels, sane
as now. 3) Will work like the old software, with
40-80 col. 4) Will handle xmodem, ymodem, and
batch files. You will now be able to
upleoad—-download a bunch of files at once, instead
of waiting for one file to transfer, and typing in
the next filename. 3) ANSI graphics, and &)
Custom menus. Anyone who purchased the new
version of Mass—Transfer (that Tim upgraded) at
the last meeting, will know what this will look

like.
/9




TMICROFEND I UM The last four
for zale at the registration table. This
publication is the only Tl-only available,
type-in programs, product reviews,
for software and eqgpl. I¥ wvou
stop by at meeings and pick

month's i1ssues are

and hasg
and advertising
don’ b subscrihbe,
them up.

@/af% I

The Board adiourned at 12:53
GEHNERAL MEETING -

The Fresident wished that evervyone had a
grod summer, and made his and the Treasurer’s
report. He then told of our cash crunch, and the
need to cut back on eupenses if we are to survive
as an orgianization. toans, {for the purchasing of
the copier, were then solicited from the attending
members, with quite a few respeonses. He announced
that blank ballots, for the GBS Service Award,
would be distributed at the next meeting, for
members to fill_in the name of the person who they
feal has perfarmed the most outstanding service
fo- the Club. Nominations for Officers will te
solicited at the next meeting, and Elections held
in December.

The Editor asked members if they had received
their Newsletters, (most had before the
meetingl)and thanked those who had submitted
articles. He also and said that the programming
contest winning programs that were announced in
the newsletter, would be available next month.

The BBES Sysop announced the new software
for the BBS, stating that the calling procedure
would not change. The automatic modem/answering
machine switch needs "44" after the dial string tdi
get you onto the BRS.

DEMONSTRATION — Mike showed the DigiFort adapter,
how easily it hooked up to the R8-2I2 parallel
part. Running the software on a Geneve,
some really large sound files,
than Sound-FX.
Amiga or Mac sound file withaout having to convert
it first, and could be used during a program for
sound effects or recorded speech, without needing
the speech synthesizer, or using the TI's sound

chip. J.D,

with more clarity

it played

DigiFort will also run any TI, FC. &

| SepT F
DOOR FRIZES ~ At the end of the Meeting,
pPrizes wete giwven out.
M1nute5 respectful ly submiztted by

Secretary. 554(0

twao doo-

Victor

0F _)c;af_.'/q'q.‘.?

MINUTES OF 10/3/92 ﬁf'fﬂglff %/

The Executive HBoard Meeting started at 11:36 AN,
Fresant were Hal Shanafield, Jim Deerds, Dave
Connery, and Vic Steerup.

MINUTES ~ The Minutes of the Sept. meeting were
approved with the correct:on of "the copier will
pay for itself in three months," not two as
reported.

TREASURERS REFORT -~ Deposits were made to cover
the expenses of the Newsletter publication,
purchase of the copier and Faire expenses. - Our
Insurance policy is up for renewal, and will be
paid this month. The motion to accept the
treasurers report was made by VYic, seconded by
Hal, and approved by the Board. The Treasurer
will be moving to a rnew address, and moved that,
the Club account be changed from the bank downtown
to one closer ta where he will be living. The
motion was seconded by Jim, and passed by the
Board.

FRESIDENTS REFORT —
A) FAIRE UFDATE -

Steerup,

We need volunteer workers at
the Faire. They would help VYendors to unload and
set up eqgpt. Rental forms are still coming in,
and it looks like every available taole will be
used. The Memhership table will be located next
to the admission table, so everyone who attends
can easily Jdoin or renew their membership. Eqpt.
donations are needed,
Vendors for the duration of the Faire.

Jony Z. arrived at 11:31.
R} COFIER — We have purchased the copier, and
have printed the Oct. Newsletter on it. The

machine uses a high-pressure method of trans-—
fering toner, not heat, squeezing the paper,
the result of a slick surface. This is not cheap
fax paper, but the #20 paper that we always uséd.
C) SCHMALGEMEIER AWARD — Nomination forms will be
handed out at the General Meeting, to be filled
in and returned by the attending Members.

27
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which would be rented to the
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DY ELECTIONGS ~ Rallots for Officers are being sent
out, and must be returned by the Dec. 9 meeting,
or mailed the the Secretary.
COMMITTEE REFORTS
EVENTE - Programming contest results and demor-—-
st-ation.
MEMBERSHIF — Welcome back, Jian! We had 5 more
retewals last month. Attend a meeting and renew
your membership! We have a lot of fun at these
meztings, and you can pick up used eqpt. and soft-
ware at bargain prices from Vendors who are there.
LIBRARY — Today’s special is the three disks that
were reviewed in the Sept. Newsletter.

CATALOG -~ Disk reviews are coming in, and procress
15 being made. .
EQJIFMENT — Some equipment has been donated for

use at the Faire, but more is needed. This is not
a permanent donation, but loaned to Vendors for
use at the Faire, saome af whom travel by air and

‘cannot lug around a F-bax and monitor. A "system®

is considered to be a cansole, F-baox with disk
drive, controller, 32k, and a monitor. Call vup
the Librarian/Equipment Chairman Dave Connery at
(728) B88-8120 with your donation. A system
loaned is worth a year’s free membership, and 7
disks from the library!

Genrge Lempeotis arrived at 12:98.

DO3 LIBRARY — Sales at the last meeting were
goad, and the profits turned in to the Treasurer.
NEWSLETTER -

A} OCTOBER ISSUE - Flenty of issues were

available at the General Meeting, being printed at |

the Fresident’s house the week before. Mailing

labels were already on them, and attending membersE;
were able to pick out their issues, saving mailingff

cost. The same menbers wers also conned into
licking and affixing stamps on the rest to be
mailed. We saved 200 by printing the Newsletter
aursel ves.

B) BALCK ISSUES AND EXCHANGES - Now that we have
the copier, any back issue can be guickly
duplicated, and sent out to any member or other
club who wants them. :

KR

AL T

Cr ARTICLES ARD DEADLINE - Tony Z. reminds every-—
one -that he nesds articles to put in the News-
letter! Articles on FORTH., G, LOGD. Rave bey-
boards, SGENEVE, etc. are wel come. Articles must
he uploaded by midnight on the 10th for inclusion.
irn the next issue. His EBS # is (313)755-00%1.
FROGRAMMING COMTEST ~  Demos of the wining
programs will be shown at the general meeting, and
prizes given cut to the winrmers,
BULLITEN BOARD ~ The BBES hard drive develaped a
bad sector, corrupt:ng mast files that were up-
!l caded last month, This problem has since been
fived, but any Files you may bave uploaded, for
the Newsietter, should be sent to the Newslether
[Editor s BES.
FUELICITY -~ Included in the Oct. Newsletter is the
flier advertising the Faire. Be sure to copy and
poest them at every Library, grocery store, etc.
Ade will appesr in Micropendium, and also on
several TV and radio stations. ‘
NEW BUSINESS - Dave moved, and Irv seconded that
you must be a paid member to sell at general
meetings, unless approved by the Baoard. Al so, *
that only paid members be admitted to Board
meetings, It was passed by the Board. :

George moved, and Jim seconded, that we move
to a new meeting place, one that we could get for
free, in a particular lgcation. It was tabled
until the next meesting. Irv moved, and Tony I.
seconded that several available locations be
checked out or visited as a group. It was passed
by the Board.

The Board adjourned at 1:0%. ﬂ@Wf f%ge FvﬁﬂSg;/
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EDITORS NOTE 33 ANY MEMBER WHO MIGHT WISH TAQ BE

BE PART OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING. CAN DD S50.

ALB0 , TO BECOME FART OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ALSG,
YOU CAN DO SO TOG... BY BEING THERE AT THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING FOR (WAS IT 3 OR 4 ?) 4 IN
A ROLL .

ASK AT THE NEXT MEETING ! YOU TD CAN BE A FART
WHAT THIS COMPUTER USERS GROUFP IS ALL ABOUT .

TONY
A3




ETING pct #4
N ETIME ~
?izEE?EETgent’g and Treasurer’ g feportﬁlweTf made .
beisg the same as the Board meet}ng. ??%un_g@r
workers for the Faire were 5@11c1t¢d. Frinted .
hallots for the nomination of candidates FDF,F g
Grant B. Schmal gemeier Service Award were paaéed
aut to the attending members, and wera gallected
by the Secretary at the end of the meetlﬂg,. ] )
Mominations from the floor for candidates for
the club Dffices were made, with Dgn Walden ]
nominated for the position of Presxﬁent, Gegrge
Lempeotis as Vice—Fresident, Irv Levlngnq.w1ll
stand in his position as Treasuwer, and blc_ ’
Steerup will stand in his position as Secretary.
Ballots will be printed in the November
ewslaetter.
ERGGRQHINE CONTEST DEMO - Tony Z. sbmwed how_tn
change line 100 in disk "AY ggﬁ? proe;ggdso it
un properly. Charge i oI )
;gg{gIgKNAaE.ﬁlLEEAME“‘to "“1oad DSK1.FILENAME.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Victor Steerup,

Secretary. oct: EXND 77/9//45 %’
/é /Ddyes,' : V' yd
. 1 CTor

this is a must !

A while back I asked all of the readers for
ARTICLES. DUE TO THE FACT THAT I DON’T HAVE ROOM

»

FOR ALL OF THE GREAT STUFF THAT CAME ROLLING IN W
I WILL NOT HAVE ROOM FOR ALL OF JIM FETERSONS éZ‘

GREAT VIEWS % COMMENTS. AND ALSO I DON'T REALY

HAVE TIME TO RE-FORMATE 1T ALL. &44
THANKS JIM ¢  I’LL.GET IN ALL I CAN .

THE COMFLETE FILE OR NOTHING.

. % COME TO OUR FAIRE !

' &ff}fli.
7 A G/FSA 76 pry aF;d!i /
;i;;fr-/‘ezzlrh//E:Q .S:;4£‘<:iﬁfﬁf$ Aﬁ’Z&#/Qﬁ' —
Frograms. Z Mk 1hal T peTm gl

chond? Save A fauw i T 27,

SomE | /E -

o0, 7 L. WI’ZZ’”"‘:?'/G; \Z’E%’”’

//
HXX 7 Z’}/ﬁf\f /?;’/Se/},- vy e ’V‘-"":’"g”?f

EDITORS NOTE )zfzﬂﬁ

THIS TOOK ME 2 MRS. T0)
RE-FORMAT TO A& DVART .
S0 THAT 1 COULD GET 1T
ALL IN OUR NEWSLETTER.

IN DOING 50, I HAD TO
READ SOME OF 1T é(£$

YOU WOULD BE WISE
READ IT & TYFE IN THE
FROGRAMING STUFF,

HE (J.F.) SEEMS TO EBE
A VERY SMART COOKIE !

TRY IT, YOUTLL LIKE
IT

TONY
EREREKKKRKKKK KKK KKK K

TIFS FROM THE TIGERCUR
No. 68

Tigercub Software

136 Collingwoad Ave,

Columbus, OH 43213
KREKEREKKK
My three Nuts &
Bolts disks, each

containing 100 or more
subprograms, have been
reduced to $5.00 each.
I am out of printed
documen~ tation so it
will be sup— plied on
disk.

My TI-FD library
now has almost &00
disks of fair- ware
(by author’s
permission anly) and
public domain, all
arranged by cateqgory
and as full as
possible, provided
with loaders by full

.program name rather

than filename, Basic

25

-

Fragrams converted tg
XBasie, etc. The
price is Just %1 .50

per disk (!, post paid
1 at least eignt are
otrdered. TI-FD

catalog #% and the
latest supplement iz
available for $1 which
is deductible from the
first order.

When I have finished
read- ing Barry
Traver®s column in
Computer Monthly, I
like to take a look at
whatever 0r, Michael
Ecker is up te in hisg
"Recreational
Computing" coluan,
although much of his
math is bevond me and
I can™t always .
translate his GW Basic
into TI Basic.

In the February
issue, he had &
routine to play Fibo-
nacci modular music.
This 1is the TI
version; it is npt
very musical, but the
notes are in the
chromatic scale.

100 A=0 33 B=1 13 M=Si
110 C=A+E ::C=0C-MAINT
(C/M); : CaLL
SDUND(—iDD,IIO*E“(C/l
2),3):: A=E :: B=C ::
GOTO 1 10

Dr. Ecker also had a
challenge to swap two
numbers without using
a third vari- able agr
the SWAF command -
which TI Basic doesn’t
have anyway. The

eoaﬂﬁvyez —




practical way, of

paurse, 1w to use the

TIrd wvariable, T=A
A=k 1 B=T, but Just
for the fun of it, 1f
we are dealirg with
ore— digit numbers -
190 A=l =2 B= =2:
A=A+R/10 &
B=INT (A)::
A={A-INT(AY I K10 12
FRINT AR

Eut suppose we are
dealing with numbers
aof any length -~ we can
wtill do it with &
one—liner, or a

Ctwo-liner if we want
S tc imput the numbers

fraom the keyboard -
100 INFUT A :: INPUT B

110 B=E/10™(LEN(STR$
(BY)}):: A=A+RE ::
BrINT(A) 1z A=A-INTI
A)z:
A=AX10(LEN(STR$ {AY) 1)
s: FRINT AyB :: BOTO
110

So you got smart and
tried a negative
number or a deci— mal?
0Ok, how about this -
100 INFUT A% z: INFUT -
B%
110 A%=A%L" "LB® 13
Bt=SEGSE( A%, ,FOS(As,"
n,iy-1):: AH=S
EG% (A%,FOS (A, "
"e1r+1,255): ¢ PRINT
Ayt ":B% :: GOTO 119

And  another chal-
lenge was to
alternately assign X
the value of A and B,
without using

IF...THEN or any out-
s1de help. That seems
to re— guire a
ftwo-liner —

100 A, X=77 11 B=13Y

110 X=ABRS{X=A) ¥B+ARE
(X=R3%f z: FRINT X ::
(GO0 110

The only honest
way ta compute
interest on a loan is
on the unpaid balance,
although the banks and
fin- ance companies
fave devised more
camplicated and
profit— able ways. If
you want to. make an
honest loan, here is
how to do it -
100 DISFLAY AT(Z, 1)
ERASE ALL :"SIMFPLE
INTEREST CALCULATOR
Mttt mEgr interest to
be cal cu- lated
maonthly an unpai d
balance." )
i10 DISFLAY AT(?,1):
"Frinter ? FIO" 3
ACCERPT AT(?,10)517E
(201 :F%
120 DISFLAY AT(1i,1):
"Amount loaned? $Y ord
ACCEFT ATI(11,
17)VALIDATE (NUMERIC): A
130 DISFLAY AT(13, 1):
"Intere st rate? A" z:
ACCERPT AT
(13, 16 SIZE (4)VALIDATE
(NUMER ICH: X
140 IF X<1 THEN
DISFLAY AT(1Z2,1):
"Enter &s &
percentage" :: GOTG

130 L ,ﬁim,;;,

A&

150 DISFLAY AT LS, 1)
"Manthl v payments of
%" :: ACCEFT A
T13, 22 VAL IDATE
(NUMERIC) 1 F

160 DISFLAY AT(1I7,17
:"Beginn ing in month
(1-12) of yea "

170 ACCEPRPT AT (17,27}
VALIDATE (DIGIT):M ::
ACCEFRT AT(18,9)
VALIDATEA(DIGIT): Y

180 DATA JAN,FEERE, NMAR,
AFR, MAY

+JUN, JUL, AUG, BEF,OCT

. NOV, DEC

190 X=X/100 :: DIn
MECLZ2):: FOR J=1 TO 12
:: READ M$(J): : NEXT
J

200 OPEMN #1:F%,
VARIABLE 254 :: FRINT
#1:CHR$ (27} &"E" LCHR
F(27)L"B"LCHRS (271 &N "
ECHRS (A RCHRS (27 &
“M“;

210 PRINT #1:"%v;
STRE(A); " F INANCED AT
"sSTRE(XK100) 3 "L WITH
MONTHLY FPAYMENTS OF
"y BTRF(Fy ;"
BEGINNING "3M$(M);

Y: 11

220 I=A4%X/12 :1:TI=TI+I
12 A =A+I-F

230 FRINT #1:M$(M)zyY;"
PAYME NT $“;3TR$(P);"
oF "3

240 PRINT #1,USING
"EHHH.HH" 1 I;:: PRINT
#1:" INTEREST AN D “j
250 PRINT #1,USING
"eHAHH . HH "iP-I;::
FRINT #1:" FRINCIPA L
— BALANCE OF ";

250 PRINT #1,USING
“SHAHE.HH A

227

270 M=MH1 ot IF =10
THEN M= 1 :: ¥=Y+1
280 IF Ax=F THEN 220

290 FRINT #1,USING
"FINAL PA YMENT -
FHEF . HE D 1 PRINT #1
»USING *TOTAL INTEREST
FAYED S#&EE. ##":1 T

Thanks to Bruce
Harrison, here is a
neat subprogram to
sort strings into
sequence as they are
entered -

100 CALL CLEAR =+ DIM
We (100 ) :
119 FOR J=1 TO N
WH(Jr="" 2: NEXT
INPUT "N=? “:N

120 INPUT I :: IF

I$="" THE N 130 ELSE «
CALL INSORT (W$ (),
I$,N):s GOTO 120 .

130 FOR J=1 TO N ::
FRINT W$ (Jr:: NEXT J
s GOTO 11Q 20020 SUB
INSORT (W${() , I®,N$) : =
FOR T=1 TO N :: IF
T$5WeE (T YTHEN JT0O0OZ0
ELSE 30040
30030 NEXT T :: BOTO
20050
F0040 FOR J=N TO T
STEP -1 : 3
WE(J+1I=WHE{(J) s NEXT J
IO0S0 WE(T)=I% ::
MN=N+1 1: SUBEND
In the test routine
in lines 100-130Q, give
N the value of 0O,
input some words and
then Just press enter.
To start a new array,
use FOR J=1 TO N sz .
WE(J)y="" z: NEXT J,
then reset N to 0.
e NP T
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1+ you want to sort
in reverse sequaence,
change the > to <. If
vou need to sort
rnumbers, delete all
the %, change the ""
in line 120 to O, and
input a @ when you are
when Finished
inputting.

Someone sent me a
program to figure days
hetween dates bat it
wruld ot count leap
dates, so I decided to
write one that would.
100 DISFLAY AT(Z2,%)
ERASE AlLL 1 "DAYS

‘BETWEEN DATES": """

including leap year
days" :: M$(1)="From"

1 ME(2y="Tg " s: R=13

110 DATA 31,28,31,3C,
=1,30,31,31,30,31

. 330,31
120 DIM L(12):: FOR
J=1 TO 1 2 :: READ

L{Jryz: NEXT J

170 FOR J=1 TD 2 ::
DISFLAY AT(R-1,1):
M&{J):"year m onth day
" 13 ACCEPT AT( R,&)
VAL IDATE(DIGIT) SIZE {(4)
Y LI

140 ACCEPT AT(R,17)
VALIDATE(
DIGITIBIZEA(2Y M (T}
IF MY <1 OR MO »12
THEN 140

150 ACCEFT ATI(R,Z4)
VALIDATE(
DIGIT)SIZE(Z2):D(J) s ¢
IF DIy <1 OR D) »31
THEN 150

160 CALL LEAP(Y LD,
Xyre 1L(2) =L(2)=X 22
IF DI »L.{M{J)) THEN

150 -zg?

s MNEXT J =z R=13 :1:
IF Yi1y>¥Y{2)TH EN
T=YilYyzs ¥{Ll)=¥(2):2
YA2Y =T ¢ T=M1)::
MUL)=M{(2):: M (2)=T ::
f=D(fya: D(1X=D{2}:
D{2)=T

180 IF vy(1)y=Y(2YAND
M¢1) M2 ) THEN
T=Mi1le: M{1y=M(2):s M
(2y=T z: T=D(i):z:
D(1L)=D(2%: : DEZ)=T
190 L(Z2)=28 :: IF
Y{2)2Y(1)}7 HEN 220
200 IF M1)=M{2) THEN
B=ARS(D (2)Y-D(1¥)::
GOTO 2&60

210 CALL LEAP(Y (1), X}
1 FOR

J=MI1)+1 TO M(2)Y—-1 ::
B=B+L{ J)+Xx(M(1)=2):2
NEXT J :: B=

B (ML) Y+XR(M(1) =
—D{1y+D( 2¥:z: GOTO 260
220 CALL LEAP(Y (1), X)
tr B=LM{1))-Di(i)+

XX (M(1)=2)

230 FOR Jd=M(1)+1 TO 12
r: B BHL(I)+X%(I=2)z:
NEXT J

240 FOR J=Y(1)+1 TO
Y{2'—-1 : : CALL
LEAP (T, X)r: B=B4+3I45~X
:: NEXT J :
250 FOR J=1 70 M(Z2)~-1
s CALL LEAP(Y(2),X)s
B=B+L (J)+XX (J=2)s5:
NEXT J :: B=B+R(2)

260 DISPLAY AT(20,1):B
s "days between" :: B=0
r: GOTO 130

270 SUB LEARP(Y,X)s:
X=L{Y/400
=INT{(Y/4Q0) y:: IF X=—1
THEN SUBEXIT ELSE
X=(¥Y/4=INT(Y/4) )z:: IF
X=0 THEN SUBEXIT ELSE

X"(V/100<}INT(Y/100})’/)7

280 SUBEND cniwerp

A leap vear 1% &
year that iz evenly
civimible by 4 oun-
less 1t i3 avenly
divisible by 100 but
ot evenly divi- sible
by 400. The subprogram
in lines 270-280 will
give X a value of -1
if Y i a leap vear,
Gene Hitz of Arcade
Action Software
reports another wn-
documenzed feature at
TI Ex— tended Easic.
The manual says that
yvau ¢can only enter a
subprogram by a €ALl.
and only leave it by &
SUBEXIT or SUEEND, but
the manual 15 wrong.
Yaou can GBOSUE ta a
subroutineg within a
subpro— gram,
providing i1t does not
contain a SUEEXIT, and
re— turn; and you can
GOSUR from within a
subprogram te a
subroutine ir kthe main
pro- gram, ard return.
In this way, you tan
transfer varia— bles
in and out of a
subpro— gram without
putting them in a
parameter list. Ge=e
for youself -
100 CALL CLEAR
1:0 INFUT M$ :: CALL
SUB(ME) : FRINT M% z:
GOSUER 140 :: FRINT "M%
ISY 3 X3 "CHARACTERS
LONG"™ z: GOTO 110
120 M%="SEE WHAT I
TOLD yQu? " 3 RETLRN

R7

1300 GUE SUE
LOSUE 120
s BURBEXIT
140 K=LENIME}!:

(S
GOSLIE 140

RETULRM
150 SLBEND

I+ wou are among the
lanely few who have
purchased my TI-FD
disks, vou will kEnow
that most of them laad
from a mernu by full
progeram name, not
those abbreviated
file- names. Those
menus are pre— pared
quickly and e2asily by
my Catwriter program
which was published 1
Tips #47 and in
MICROpendium ard i
available on TI-FD
11052,

I was asked if there
was a way to dump
those +ull program
names to the printer.
There is, but it
requires a big program
— like this -

1 OFEN #1:"DSEZ.
TI-FPD/CAT",A FFEND

2 DISFLAY AT(1Z,1)
ERASE ALL: "TI-FD# 7
11 ACEERPT AT{12,1 O):N
i4 FOR Jd=1L T0O ¥-1 =:
READ X% =:: FRINT

#1: X%:; TAR(IO) s N 22
NEXT J :: CLOSE #1 ::
STOF

|
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Save that ar an
empty disk by SAVIE
NSEZ. O, MERGE. Fut
vour TI-FD disk in
drive 1, boot itg LOAD
progeam, break 1t with
FCTN 4 and enter MERGE
DSEZ.C, then RUN. Put
in the next TI-FD disk
and do ths same. Yoo
will have a B/VBO File
of all the pro- grams,
tollowed by their TI-
FD disk number. Run
the file through Sort
Expariment or TI-Sort
or whatewver, and you
can print them out in
alpha- betical
sequence.

If you have only ane
drive Jjust change that

DEEZ. to DSK1. and
" swap disks after
breaking the LOUOAD
program,

O0f course, this
won't work wth
fairware disks which
have the author’s own
loader or some other
disks which do nat
have my Catwriter load
for one reason or
another. You’ll have
to type those into the
+ile.

Gnother user asked
me 1t there was anyway
to key in the ASCII
above 127 into TI-
Writer s Editor. Many
of those ASCII can be
entered from the
kteyboard by uwusing the
CTRL and FCTN keys -
try this - -

TRELYT M FrLMT
ASCUNE Y GOTO 100
~ hut  the Editor
mas bhesn progeammed to
refuse them because so
many of those FCTH and
CTRL combinations are
vmed as edit commands,
I had & bright
idea — I thought. I
wirobe a little program
to zreate 127 files,
rnamad 128 through 2895,
each containing Jjust
the ASCII of the same
rmbher.  Now, [
thonght, when 1 want
to put in such an
ASCIT I will dust LF
that file into the
rext line and CTR 2 to
pop it in— ko place.
But the Editor re-
fused to even load a
file that began with
an ASCII above 127!
1°11 ool you, I
thought. I created
those files again, but
with an asterisk
before the high ASCII.
Now they loaded
alright - but each
ASCII above 127 became
arn ASCIYI 128 numbers
lower! It is too bad
that the Editor does
not have a command to
add 127 to an ASCII,
Jjust as CTRL U
subtracts 64, but if
vou want those
graphices characters in
yvour text you will
dust have to translit-
arate them and print
through the Formatter.

Contimme =7

Folbs take 1t Ffar
granted that my bNuts &
Bolts dizsks are only
ussful for programn-s
mers, but they contain
mary routines so
simple to use that
anyone can uwse them to
dress up their
favorite program.

For instancse -

DoNBE GUB TITLE(S, T$)
CALL SCREEN(S) 11

L=t EN(TEY i 0 CALL

MAGNIFY (2}

D84 FOR J=1 TO L ==

CALL SPRITE (#J

s PEC (SEGE (T$,Jd, 1301 ,J

+1~{(J+1=25) + (J+1=8+177

+{J:14) ¥1,I3%170/70)

LG HIRCDO0/LY Yo

MNEXT J :

20085 SUREND

Hay that in and save
it by SAVE
DSk, TITLE, MERGE .
Load vour favorite
program. Enter MERBE
DSE1.TITLE Make sure
vour program does not
have a line 1 or 2 -
if so, RES it. Type
in —

1 CallL CLEAR :: CALL
TITLE(S , "MY FROGRAM")
2 FOR D=1 TO 1000 oz
NEXT D :: CALL
DELSFRITE (ALL)

/6?6 7ﬁ¢fg ;S

frhg by 1t Instead
ot "MY FROGEAMT, put
the namae of your
program. Instead of 5,
put the nunber of )
whatever scresn colaor
you would like, from 2
to 14 ~ check your
Hasic manual. Change
1000 to whateves delay
vou want - i+ you
have selected a screen
color that will leave
text legible, use -
2 DISPLAY AT (24,1):
"FRESS ANY EEY" z:
DISFLAY A7 (24,11
press any key® :: CALL
KEY(O,k,Ste: IF 5=0C
THEN 2 ELSE CALL
DELSFRITE(ALL)D

You might also need.
a CALL SCREEN(H) to
restore normal screen
color,

Oops! Memory full! -
Jim Feterson ...

The Lad” "
rnote :

ATT: JIM FETERSON !
I LOVE IT.
IT POSSIAZLE, FOR THE
CHICAGD TI-TIMES .
WOULD YOU PLEASE MAKE
YOUR ARTICLES AN DV/22
or AN DV/IT &
MAN, THIS EDITING
STUFF IS A ROUGHT
COOKIE TO CUT !

© THANES JIM,

TONY Z.

/'-/z?f' ﬂe Sia/y/ae,\ 5:7?0&’/1 ISS&;E,/
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presents the
10th ANNUAL

TI INTERNATIONAL
WORLD FAIRE

Supporting the T1 99/ 4A Computer

at the

Holiday Inn Elk Grove

1000 Busse Road (Route 83), Elk Grove Village, Illinois

- = Easy Access from 1-90 and G Hare Airport .- —
Exhibits an mi
Saturday, 31 October, 1992
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

- Admission - $4 00

e i
e
sy
r—au

For more mformatmn on the TI INTERNATIONAL WORLD FAIRE
Werite to Hal Shanafield Jr.
2515 Marcy Ave.
Evanston, Illinois 60201-1111

Tel: (708)864-8644

Social Mixer Banquet
Friday, 30 October , Saturday, 31 October
$:00 P.M. - 12:00 A.M. : 7:30 P.M. - 9:30 P.M.
Price $5.00 Price $15 00
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Freom old whats Bis name 00! TTHE EDITOR.

First thing that I showuld do is. Try to let
all of the resders know who [ ois.

Im a TIF9Q/346 COMPUTER UWUSER. THATS LT im oa nut
shell. Just the same az most of the other user s,

I might bhe diffrent in some ways. Like being
married for 18 vears now. (THE FOOR WOMAN 1)

I still pget caught looking at other woman. BUT,

I do the same with other compubters tog. I still
loave my TIPR/448 computer, and my wite too.

Still with all of that, 1 still look.

I am alss a lover of life ! I dust can™t get
anought of so many diffrent things. Just can’t say
then all. (CENSORSHIF ') There is a LAZY SIDE TO
ME, & hard working side of me , And most important
zide of me. A FUNNY SIDE. Sese, told you I was Jjust
Iike mast everybody else.

There is only one other thing I have to say
about myseldf. .

Y like to endoy what 1 am doing. I+ it's FUN
then I love it.

For the last nine years I have loved playing
with my “TOY-99° It's hbeen fun in the past. It'g
fun now ' Writing a program is fun too. Doing the
programing in such a way that it drives other
goffie is fun to me too. 8o is speling stuff the
Wwgn way .. I dust can’t see doing everything by
the book. NEVER COULD ! Life is Just to damm short
to wast time correcting all of the funny goofy
things that might bring a smile or a laught at
dust the right time ! or the time that vou might
have laeft .

8n, Now you might guess what kind of format
you'll find in this newsletter while I'm the
edtor. Or , Should I say it like this ?
*TO OTHING JUST LAST WEER. I COUGHTENT SFELL
TRUCE DRIVER. NOW I IS OWE ! "
THATS GOING TQ RE THE NEW FORMAT
I LOVE MY TAQY-99 IT'S A FUN MACHING .
I CAM EVEN DRIVE EVERYDNE ELSE CRAZY TOO .

“sto o vouw the obher TIPYP 48 W GENEYE

Cthis issue.

“great big TI-FEST 7 WHATEVER YOU WANT 1O CALL IT.

n'in made from green cheese too. I BELEAVED ™Y

- AR AL —_

o An e e e
Pro mr s &

=Rl RV RO G P B Ul I ol O 1

S MEWS, TNEDORMATTION, AND FLUN.
v oomments ! DROF A LUINE TO THE EDITTOR.
NO CUEE WORDS FLEASE ! TERY NOT TO CUT-DOWR THE
OTHER COMFUTERS, .
REMEMEER , IT % JUST LIEE WIFES.
THE OTHER ONES 100, (I THIMK.)
MY FROGRAMS OR QUESTIONS 77 THENR, ASE THEM.

SOHMEROLY LOVES

THAMES &L, - phorne #

; 1-708-755-005]
YOUR EDRITOR :
TOMY ZLOTORZYMSRT
TH07 WaLLACE
STEGER, ILL.

&HIOATE

.S, of A
.?fikkﬁb att: rnews editor % eucﬁénge
'ﬂl—right ' The programing contest is over.

I'1]1 get the kid to re-—-view them all fir you .
And 111 +ell vou what all of the prizes are.
That will cocme later..
F1L U1 -
Who has what in the nmewsletter 7 don’t kEnow
yaat. We have stuff from the FREI-54YS .

Stuff from Jimmeyy BROOES . 0OH, Whos that happy
hWippy from ELGIN? I8 IT RAVE 7 N, ITS A RIRD.
NO! ITS A FLAIN. FLOOF ! YEF, ITS A BIRD !'!
AL-RIGHT ! 1IT°2 THE LIBRARY CORNER WITH REVIEWS
by WALTER WARD . He tells us whats new on the
disks. What they supose to do. I+ he likes then.

and most of &11.. What they cost. [WE HOFE.)

{(Rememher,I lost this for 1 or 2 months.)

It seems like THE LIBRARY CORNER is missing in

I got some info on the TI-YARD SALE. or is it the
1992 CHICAROS TIFP/44 WORLD FAIRE ! or Is it a

I7T'8 GOING TO BRE THE RBEST ONE YET, HINTS !
CIN ROUND NUMBERS ! ROUND DR AEROUT | DONTT QUOTE
ME! YOU WON'T BELEAVE 1T UNTIL YOU S5EE IT . et
45 TARLES wmore or less 1 23 VENDORS more ar less
r & USERS GROUFS more or less give or take 30
ar so. How much great stufd ? There is no way to
tell. I have heard that there aine no more tables.
But, I also been told that we can get maore
tables. BUT THEN, I have been told that the moon
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Tt BEENTO MalyY TI-FAIRES.
I hawve {faound wrong with tham 18, 1 ER
ENOUGHT ADNEY . " There always seem to b S0 much
'EFEA{AT71{¥ thaire., So cheap Loo cheapn chaep |

I WISH THEY Hal Twil & YEAR THAT I COULD o0 10

The anly thing ohat

Tl NEVER BRI r_‘_JG’

PTTS LATE, aND 1 MUST GET UF IN S hrs. ! WILL
CORMTINUE TOMARROB 05w s n g vy

HE ' OME RMONTH LATER I FIND THE THING.
WOULDMT T Ya BN, T LOBT THIS THIMNG. 1t was going
trn be in the DCTORER issue. !

My wife asked , "Whats 20 great about the
darn computer?" 1 said, If it talks to much I zan
ahut it off. It's always ready to play with me.

1t won't us= the phone unlesss [ tell it to .

AR EE 50, SIVE THE MAN HIS DUz R EE
While walking ons day I came apond 3 man with his
wife and two kids. Hardly noticed the guy.The kids
lgoked hzalthy, neat,? cl=an. But,The wife! WOW !
What 2 knock out! She had to be the hest looking
wonen that I seen all day. Oh man,What 1 could do
with that, =mss=====

THEN , IT HIT ME !

I'ev got one of them wives at home myself,and
shes better looking then that one.The only
difference iz that I am used to her. She gave me &
kid. MHes healthy,clean,and neet.Then why am 1
envious of what the other guy has 977

Now,How could this in any way cannect with my
TI?/4A HOME COMPUTER 7

LIKE THIS ' I have got a great computer.It can
do what I want it to do. It seems to connect to
other things that I want it to connect to.

Aand it only talks when I want it to!

Don’t wast what just might be one of the best
tirgs that you got. Don’t. looak at what the other
guy has and think that you Just have to get that
thing. WELL, WHATEVER ! T KNOW I'M KEEFING MINE .

2?77?7?  The wife or the computer 7777
I STILL LOVE THE WIFE AND MY TOYSY. ;:f%fi’*
see you at the faire! see you at the faire !
_fo'“/oﬁéxgﬁ ,Vf::zrﬁzgépﬁféf
7—'7 72 s’nr‘A/} A& 5 FE pf’
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¢ Why shouwld vou learn to prﬁgraﬁ?
oway! If vou could write a program to g
- world peace,

T couldn®t make momey selling it to the TI world!

'Qhat you want them to write.
_Phy should you learr to program?

- changes in the pro
;wknaw that,
iii;g:!penple who wish that I would change this or
_ §0 change colors,
1 qutput to disk instead of printer
‘Beyond that, unravelin

tries to unravel my code!)

. £ just rewrite the basic idea in
If you da madi-
onote on the tit
that you did so

- that you have not introduced a bug, don't
Histribute your version!'
wko be blamed for other
Bales of good programs

‘Dugged copies.

WHY SHOULD YOU LEARN TO FROGRAM ™

” By Jim Feterson
&

To make money? No
Ld Larantes
€liminate hunger and cure AIDS, vou

‘Why should vou learn tp program? To contribute

something to the TI world? Ok, but con’t expect
- any thanks! Contributing a program to the TI

public domain is 1ike dropping a pehble into a

*bottomless dry well - Yyou will never hear a
Irisplash, not even a thud.

.fﬂhy shquld you learn to program? Because no one
_ﬁhas written the program you need? Well, now you
““have a good reason! Since there is neither money

nor recogn?timm in programming, the programmers,
tend to write what they feel like wrriting, not

*

For one reason,
2 to make some
grams that yvou use frequently. I
because the only feedback I ever get is

because 1 know that you would 1ik

You really wouldn’t have to learn very much
add or silence & beep or a burp,
s 2kc., etc.
g someone else’s code can be
tand I pity anyone who
Often I find it easier
my own way.
Yy someone’s program, please put a
le screen, or at least in = REM,

- and unless yvou are VErY sure

tricky and frustrating

Firogrammers do rot 1like
people’s mistakes, and the

" _ have been ruined by the bad
Feputation resulting from pirated, modifiéd and

da”ﬁ;ﬁ?ﬂ/
At Froe
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Fut, the real reason for learning to program it s
fun, it's challenging, it's creative! There is
something very satisfying about getting an idea to
make the computer do something it Fas never done
fas far as you know!) and then succeeding in
making it de what you want. There is a thrill in
pushing the limits of that obsolete tiny TI pea
brain dust a little bit farther.

There are those who prefer to exercise their
creativity with the soldering iron, those who can
plug in chips and soup up a Model T computer to
run like a Ferrari. 1 regard them with awe and
wanderment, and I*'m glad they are around. Without
them, I wouldn®t have my RamDisk, and my equipment
wouldn™t get repaired.

Fersonally, I am the ultimate klut:z. I+ I
appreach my car with a screwdriver, all four tires
go frat. My one feeble attempt to repair my FP-Box
resulted in failure, expense and embarrassment.
But, without having more than a faint idea what
goes on beneath that kevboard, I have learned to
punch the keys {two right fingers and a left
thumb}? and create hundreds of programs and
routines which have given me a great deal of
satistaction.

It’s besn fun! You should try it sometime.

';V\/VV\A)\,KJWW\MMV

by Jim FPeterson
The eme Com ﬂV?f‘,//
Can vou stand a few more words from the last
surviving advecate of the HOME computer?

And what is a HOME computer? It is a computer
designed to be used in the home, to do whatever
someone might do in the home that can be done
better with the aid of a computer.

AND - the HOME computer is designed to be used by
A person who has no particular interest in
camputers, who regards them as Jjust another
electronic tool tao be used to make life pasier or
more enjioyable. Also, that person is prabably bust

Ce el ’
a bit intimidated by computers. C.'O"/“V

38

what

sure that

CwWFiting & manuwal that anyone can understand!
average home computer buyer,
. computers,
@40k a RAM,
‘what alse.
& hole in the head,
by the technical
- with the machine.
TRL U
“Mis computer probably comes bundled with an
Jassortment of
e worth more than the machine itself.
sBrobably sxcellent software — but each program
Ttomes with a thick manual,
~intelligible English,
 the program car be used.
" Big programs like that are fine for the workplace,
where a worker becomes familiar with a program and
cFemembers how ta use it because he uses it avery

day. For the typical home computer user, they are
-totally impractical.

T

- S — T ——

ﬁ persan who s not interested n conpubters? Well,
Adhat eliminates sveryone who is reading this, but
groad on anvway.

“Mow, what percentage of VIR owners have never
learned to pragram their VYOR? How many don™t krnow

zpme of the buttons on their cable TV remote
it do? How many housewives are failing to take
advantage of half¥ the pushbuttons on their
microwave, oF their washing machine? I don™t think
anyone haz the answer to those guestions,
the percentages are very large!

but I am

‘Many people whe buy a new appliance HEVER read the

manual. They learn some of its features by
experimenting, and never use the rest. Most other
people read the manual one time, file it away with
the warranty or lose it, and operate the appliance

. hased on what they remember from that one reading.

¥ course, there are ap increasing number of

. people who are incapable of reading the manual at

all, and very few people who arge capable of
The

knowing nothing about
can easily be convinced that he needs

a hard drive, a mouse, and who knows
He needs all those things like he meeds
and he is completely baffled
Jargon in the manuals that come

"free" software that is alleged to
It is

hopefully written in
which must be studied before

[Qwﬁumrg#

J:— fee A‘-'//ﬂf—ﬂesc’ rticals . Y S ol
/ cﬂf/" Wiken we pac”
ens/etiens S
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B0, what is a HOME computer? It ieg a computer with
0o more memory than is neesded o do the dob,
practically automatic in operation (i.e., with
built-in disk opsrating system'}, with one dislk
drive, and with an adequate supply of shart S1mpl e
programs Lo do what needs to be dome at Ehe mament
and no more, so simple that they can be aper at e
by reading on—zoreen instructions and prompts.

I happen to own such a computer. It is called the
Texas Instruments TI-99/43 HOME Computer.

VUV S e

WHATEVER HAFFENED TO THE FUN OF 177

by Jim Feterson

" Yes, whatever happened? Weres you with us back in

the early days, way back back in 19837 Do you
remember the days befare the BES® s and user group
libraries could supply you with programs by the
hundreds, when every program you could ACQUire wWas
a prized possession to be run and used and
marveled at, to be shared with yvour friends, (even
though it might have a copyright notice on it
when people actually keyed in programs from
listings and brought them to meetings to get help
in debugging them?

Do you remember when almost everyone was trying to
learn to program, and helping each other? The late
Earl Dodd was writing music programs, in his
unique barbershop quartet style, and bringing them
to me to add graphics. Paul Fowers, once aur user
group president, liked to program advanced math
theorems and to reprogram more efficiently the
programs written by others - it was he who
suggested to me the use of mergeable subprograms,
which led to the Nuts & Bolts series, the only
profitable thing I have ever done. It was teenage
Brian Beery who pointed out a ridiculous error
that was driving me bonkers - Brian might have
become another J. Peter Hoddie if he hadn't taken

up the guitar. /%."Jff— ﬁ’ -

0

o you ressmber when the UG was the only sourcs
“of public domain progerams? T was fascinated by the
|”ﬁrﬁgram descriptions 1n the IUG catalog. T wanted.
i ko see evary program, to see whal sone other

programmer had been able to do. 1 swapped the TUG
For every program 1 ocould, and boaght as many more
cas 1 ocouwld afford. Often I was disappointed, but 1
Cmever got over that curiosity. T stiil have it ~ |
weac the descriptions of new library acquisitions
5in user group newsletters, anmd [ get the itch to
‘gee the [P ogr at. Often I wite and ask for it.
“But, am [ the only one let wha has that
fﬂurinsity? I spent hundreds of hours gleaning out
‘the best from my library nof several thousand FD
-;pruqrams, arranging them by category, improving
Tthem, filled nearly I00 disks (now 400) ., published
__é 13-page catalog listing them all, offered them
“for a copying fee less than most user groups
S rharge their pwn members, cheaper than download:ng
“them from GENMIE — and in 1989, only 75 people in
f;all the TI world were curious enough to send me an
order !

T OFf course, many users have large libraries of
ifbrngrams that they rnever get around to even
looking at. And, the potential uses of the
. computer have become so varied that many users
~have specialized in one fr:eld and have little
Cinterest in anvthing else. Bome are mainly
Sdnterested in increasing the speed and memory
“capacity of their machine, and have little time to
make use of that speed and memory by actual ly
frunning programs. Many others nowadays are hooked
w0h graphics. To each his own. Fersonally, if I
aant to decoarate my walls with pictures of nudes,
24 wWill buy a Flayboy magazine and rip out pictures
far better than any monitor screen will ever show
|- ar any dot matrix printer will ever produce!

OFf course, even in the early days all was not

C wBweetness and light. It seemed that everyone was
{7:ht to make a buck, and those who made the buck
were mostly those with questiornable business
ethics. When I first made contact with the rest of
“the TI world, [ had already written about %0
programs, and ! soon met people who wanted to form
& business partnership with their one or two
ograms and my ninety.we- conFrMHE yovr fpse.

44
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It
off my that I decided
mv5el% - a deciszion that [
thousand times. . o
“harlie LaFara started the International User
E?;L;ljghzri;iﬂr;fit exchange of publ%c domj%? il
software, and converted 1k iﬁtaﬁa_§u51n¢§5_.urlréa
own prafit. An entreprane.dr 1ntt?l1fo:nlji::q$; ¢

15 ams and copied his catalog, leac g to
T;;siZi?rigie:nan, i TI buainea:lin El:;;:a called
Foa " vz sold my public dome
1ﬁzeilmi 3;?Ea 123dmzoto anniunce that ?Tigercub
;ofgw;re,is a prne-—-man user group pfetendlgg tD”EEF
s business, not a business pretending to be a us

- P -
E;GEZUFSQ. not everyone was a crook —_most sxgpiﬁ
started out with unrealistic Expectat%nns, got
aver their heads and faded away, 1eav1ngltrg1r o
creditors holding the bag. Emerald Pub1151%ng .
exvtendad credit to too many 5uftwafe_advert1se:s
whio never paid upi then they gat rldlculaug an :
tried to publish a magazine w1th.no adv;rt151nq.
Finally, they ripped off all their remaining
sibscribers, as did more than one other TI 3}
publication which rever delivered or refunde
subscriptions. There were exceptions, hizzft
companies such as Random Access and an? .
one—man operation in Texas whose name wi
could remember .

1 learned very early not to
anyone who decided to start
husiness., And I 1earned_nmt
anyone for anything untll_l
had actually received thelr
many TI ald-timers who have
least once!

VAT
i into business
have regretted a

mainly to get them

o il
Led
back 3

extend credit to

up a software

+n send an order ta
knew that somecone else
order. There are not
not been ripped off at

vext Fage =7

:775 £ 7$4u;m44@r/ fmes LeTVer fo purve
Loved hu? onvce, Thonw Ao/ Fo éﬂwe Loved
4t A Dur TZ 29798 Wil Contire ./

: Y2

But, whatever happened to the fun (X T GRS |
renember demonstrating my progirams st oa looal
gehonl, at a library,

wers tascinatac!

al computer +airg

- the kids
If aonly thE'ﬁpple peddlers Rad’
not succeeded in brainwashing the zducational

system! Are Jack Sughrue and Furmice Spooner bhe
soonly educators still using the TI in the
- classroom? In the days when I was axchanging my
Tips From The Tigercub rnewsletter with

nearly 200
wser groups, [ twice askad them to let me know
-any schools in their area where the T1 computer
Lwas being used - orly twe ever recponded! [ we
© had harnessed all that vouthful

arenthusiasm, ow user groups

o+

energy and

might now have

creplacements for all those who are abandoning us
for Big RBlue.

Whatever happened to the fun of it? Whatever

_Z%happened to the HOME computer? (remember,

that was
cowhat the TI-99/4A was called!). They tell me that
~the COCOD is the only home computer left, because
»mthere is no way to make :t anything more than
agvithat.

I may Jjust take a look at it ~ mayhe thabt’ s
“where [°11 find the fun that I'm miss

. ing!
HTVVMWQAKPQA/LQﬂﬂﬁ\AJ\AAJ\/\/\.nﬂ A AT
P THE CLEARING HOUSE BERS

by Jim FPetersan

¥'At the Lima Multi-User Group Conference in 1290,

~‘the problem of dissemination of TI information

. Was discussed. It has always been the custom for
‘user groups to exchange newsletters, and to

o reprint articles from each others newsletters.

T With decreasing menbership, it was becoming too
- expensive for some groups to maintain this
exchange. Others were mailing them in bulk

- few months, which del ayed receipt of new

O information.

- It was therefore decided to establish a Clearing
House BBS, to which text articles could hbe

uploaded and downloaded for rapid circulation.

»ﬁﬁirwin Hott, S8SYSOFP af the Spirit of 99 BRS of the
“Central Dhio 29 er s,

avery

agreed to be the SYSOF, and
the Central Ohio 99"ers assumed respaons ihility
for establishing the BES,

Covlivie

¥=



1t was necessary to add a hard deive and obther
equipment to the existing BBES, in order ta receive
th.s large volume of files. Ta defray the moet, 1h

was decided to charge participating user groups
$70 for inittial membership, arnd a lzaser fee to
desray maintenance costs 1n future.

The following user groups and individouals
contributed — Lima 29/44 Group, Twin Tiers User
Group, Blue Brass 99/4 Computer Society, Tigercub
Software, Atlanta 99/4A Computer Uss=rs Group,
Fhiladelphia Area TI Users Group, Sacramenta TI
Modem tlsers Group, E. L. Edwards, breat Lakes
Computer Group Inc., NEWJUG 99ers Group, RBoston
Computer Society TI F2/4A User Group, L—~Town 279/74A
User Group, 5. Jean Hall, Cedar Valley Tl User
Group, and C.O0.N.N.I. Of these, the Lima User
Group contributed 200 and 5. Jean Hall,
C.O0.N.N.I. and Tigercub Soft— ware each ;
contributed #1000,

Hecause of Myarc’s unreliable support, we were
reluctant to purchase their hard drive controller.
The ESD carporation had announced & new hard drive
cantroller to be soon available. We waited for

it — and waited, and waited.

Finally in November aof 1991 the Clearing House
went into operation, with a MYARC HFDC loaned by
Chueck Grimes. Irwin Hott, Chuck Grimes, karl
Romstedt, Ken Marshall and Dick Eeery donated much
time in getting the drive installed and operating,
and in modifying Irwin®s already highly modified
TIBES to work with a hard drive.

Unfortunately, there were still further delays
in announcing and publicizing the opening of the
Clgaring House, and it has still not been well
publicized. ,
However, a large number of articles have been
uploaded and are available for downloading by
those who have subscribed by becoming associate
members of C.0.M.N.I.

The Lima Users Group alone has contributed about

125 files, including Charles Good's articles about
many rare and unreleased peripherals and software,
Andy Frueh’s software raviews, etc.

44
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The GBluesgrass User Group has contributed aboost 15
articles by Mark Schafer, Steve Burns, and obtbss s,
and recest ar- icles from the C.O0MCN.T.
mewslaetter are alszo on file.

I have uploaded all &7 of my Tips From The

Tigercub, updated and edited and with obsolete
advertising removed. I have also wploaded about
40 ather articles 1 have written in Xbasic
programing tutorials, product reviews, T1 world

L pews, cammentary, =2tc.

¥ Additiconally, I have uploaded many sxcellent
Carticles from foareign newsletters which have oot
‘been widely distributed in this country. These
Jeipclude 24 contributions from the Brisbhans Usear
ABroup in Australia, written by Col and Garry
Christensen, many af which would he of great
interest to assembly programmers; sseveral

articles by Jan Alexandersson, fraom the Swedish
newsletter (but writterm in English!) on assembly
programming and the hidden commnands in the FPRE and
Statistics modules. etc.; and about 25 articles
. from the TI¥MES of England, mastly by Stephen

_f Bhaw, on many subiects.

. I have also uploaded numerous files from disks .
wupplied to me in the past by the now-defunct

% Central Westchesters and by the K.C. ?%ers, and
another 37 files written by & prolific author,
Swedlow, for the User Group of Orange County
trewsletter.

nd I hsve a stack of about 30 other disks full of
articles which I will check, cafalog, archive and |
~upload if I see any evidence that the board is
getting encugh use to justify the considerable
‘time that it will take me to do so.

All files in the Clearing House are archived to
tut dowrn on downloading time. Irwin is preparing
. a candensed catalog of file descriptions for each
tlibrary, which will also be archived and can be
quickly downloaded for reference, rather than

. wasting long distance time in browsing through

i file descriptions. .

‘Usar groups which have not Joined the Clearing
House are urged to congider doing so. Any
Pindividual TI user who would like access to this
Igreat collection of information is also welcome

for the same $30 fee, 'Ayékﬁ* EHS?E
¥s” |
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Fead that again - the part about it would be

! - . /- + Cop . -
L/ ke @A e TS f;LWw A DV -ye ﬁlﬁmlpkﬁﬁb great...if everyons, . .would weite". | ha hac
;Z',nns* Amve hid g Fearn £ 3, ,pg;‘ fb Lionrre correspandsenice with many TI programners, Dome of
7, - o v, then actually expected tc make money by releasing
Tims grticles Are iv The /0 & PPk, programs as falrware — and bhey have almost

Anvariably been disappointed. But, most of thiean
want mors than anything to know that someons 1s
actually using the program which they worked =g
many hours to create!

through the glearing House and see what we have to
offer, although vou will not be able to download
if you have not Jjoined us. Call the Spirit of 99
BES at (&14) 26T-3412 and at the main menu enter (O
for ather.

and finally, the board will gladly accept uploads
of text files from anyone, and anyvone who writes
an article fur a Tl newsletter is wged to upload
a copy to us.

AFFRECTATE YOUR PROGRAMMERS!

. Many o the programs being writter nowadayvs for
the TI-?9/44 are extremely sophisticated. Thaose
who have the =kill and genius to write them could
certainly better themselves if they abandoned us
to write for computers which are still om the
market and have an expanding user base (of usaers
whe are more accustomed to paying a decent price
for software!). _

So, vou had better start appreciating what you
are getting. If you find a program ussful or
enjoyable, whether it is fairware or public
domain, if it has a programmer’s name and addrefs
Lon it, spend five minutes of yvour time and a
29-cent stamp to tell him so! And if it is
Ffairware, and you can possibly get a few grimy
bills unstuck from your fingers, send them along.

by Jim Peterson

I quote from a letter recently received from
Alerander Hulpke, the BGerman student who wrote the

TI-F2/4f assembly versicn of Tetris which most of
you have played -

"Many thanks for your letter and the offering to
distribute Tetris. I =ncourags everyone to do so,
i they do so at reasonable rates, as you do. It
iz a bit strange to see TexlComp sell disks with my
Tetris for %5 plus $3 shipping, which is more than
1 ask for the program.”

"I don®t think of the fairware as a way to earn
mong8y, the asked donation is merely for postage,
sending updated versions, etc. It would be also
great, if everyone who uses my programs would
write to me, just to see the work is appreciated -
but I think 1 don’t have to tell you anythin
about this," 4 i 3 -’C;,ﬂ #5 ‘727/??” Afz (_'dt’ff /ﬁ;’/ #7 A//

"Neverthel ess, the response for Tetris was quite e h 7"_6’ e g VAas* L mproyem e pgres 74 &
good, especially when thinking about the problems ﬂa#/,éfixéyg‘ /0
sernding {(money) to Europe. Most people sent & '

52/45 J?ao

personal checks (which my bank will charge
approximately $2.50 each when cashing several at seem., 2 ,5 C‘ﬁ)‘cd,'mj LA
4. ‘ ’
ﬁdﬁ?‘ AVZLVY/ 75 . 42344’2y@g,-,ﬁ9¢37éﬁ§”5,

once) as I found they did not trust the postal
7 \7 ,
v Cﬁ{ézl

I+ you want to send a conation to any author
outside of the country, remember that bank
Charges, elc. on a check will take most of what
yvou send. The American dollar bill, as worthless
as it has beccme in this country, is still easily
pendable or convertible almast anywhere in the
orld.

ete, %/ Ceur wow-#4 Hy Pr-aqﬂﬁf"s

,-as 745 Wﬁﬂ”/%/ﬁ;fgj ia

o seme of e

service to send cash, which is a bit easier.”

4 ~— Covtime dortlge




SOWWARE ARMD NG NQHE AT aLL.

AR

When Texas Instruments was ztill selling the
TI-99/46, and producing rew periphsrals and
coftware, they tended to be evtremaely secrative
about what they were working on — thus seffectively
diecouraging any third party developers who woul d
have faced financial disaster if TI1 came out with
the same product.

pfter EBElack Friday, all such restraints
disapp=ared. Third party hardwara, software and
publigations began to appear. Others werea
announced but never did appear - and thus the Zerm
Taporware’” was coined, although perhaps it did
not originate in the TI world.

One of the foremost early exanmples 3t vaporwarsa
was the fabled Fhosnix computer announced by
CorComp, which never did arise from the ashes as
did its egqually mythological namesake.

and a more recent example was FRESS, the
I.ong—awaited program that would make the TI as
good as the I-word computer.

Sometimes the vaporous mists did finally blow away
to reveal a new and valuable product, such as
Myarc’s 75640, the Geneve - but them its promised
support again became enveloped in the mist.

ond so the TI world became very wary af any
announcements of new products. I have been
contacted a few times by hardware hackers and
programmers who genvision some great new product
and want to know what the market might bes, or Just
want to talk about it. i

VarGRWaRE,

by Jim Feterson

The advice that I give is —
don’t even tell your mother about it until you are
ready to ship!

Almost all new hardware products are still being
anmourced long bafore they are ready to sell,
although nowadays most of them do eventually come
an the market. There are many reasons, I am sure.
Some developers want to test the market reactian
before they commit time and money in the shrinking
TI market. Some perhaps want to discourage
competition, as Texas Iastruments did. BHut most,

Whw, TZ/ e oxe s toaded 4 FBewn /
4§ er? Fege

el L eve

Fheny

Just can’t o wailil to

‘e accamplished,

rel 1 the worid what
ar expect o acconplish.,

P N1 P oo .

&t pidme thiem ~ they are doing some famtastle

Ahings with this longobsolete computbes, 7A;;
noce the vaporware has become reality., and is

faCtUHIly mn the market, all too often the

lgparwaFa becomes slowware — the customer sends
— - . - . P ) - o =
is arder, his check is cashed, and he waits — and
wailts — and wailtz! _ =
- ]‘ — - -
gain, there are probably many reasons. The person

;5 inlmmgt cases warking a full-time Job or goimg
o _w;{ege, and marketing his product in his spare
;?E..PEFhapﬁ he is swamped with orders -~ )
Enough, after 8 vears of tryir -
alEnouah, . yes ying to sell t
TI zommunity, I find that unlikely! @ rhe
lore likely. he is bein 4 wi i
&1, Y x = 2110 swampeds with guesti
. &nd cumpla;ﬁts regarding the preducts_ﬁe'hasons
1;Tad¥ shipped. Some of the customers try to calil
du ectf.and t@m;e who write seldom 3ive enougﬁ-..
nformation. If it is software, some of the '
& omp¥a1nts are on tha level of "it says to push:
‘ﬁzy.hey - my computer doesn®t have an any hkey". FIf
1s‘hardware, it probably requires some
eibilcai knqwledge ta install and any technaklﬁl*
 like me — is bound to nzed some help. And wi%hh
6 many %nQQpendent hardware developers ,
:gﬂmpatlblllty problems are enarmous. .
¥ }sq, Taybe the fellow has become aware of a
erious biig thgt needs ficing, or has almost
w?mzlfﬁad i maior isprovement, and is tryiné to
in -ime to take care of that i i
bore ordore. at before filling any
Ean sympathize with all of these reasons, and
nders. Th?se who are still developing hardware
d software for the 7I are doing it largely as a
or gf love, and their remarkable knowledge and
‘genglty could probably be more profitably
razsgresrtQWEFd a computer which has an expanding
A @ decreasing user base. :
atitude. HOWEVER! - ®: = owe them our
;ﬁggr;Egzmﬁ WHO CANNOT SHIF HIS PRODUCT WITHIN TRO
A Qégm ng‘ﬁég gUSTDMER A FPOSTCARD EXFLAINING THE
; ) ELAY AND THE : = )
§1PrENT ESTIMATED DATE OF
,dtanotth postcard, with offer of refund, i+f
'ai datg is not met! Postcards cost 19 cents, and
pakke a minute to write — no ore is too busy t; do

hat. : !
. 9“? ConFimer &
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The same applies to items semt for repsieoo i
they cannot be repaired in two weeks, ar within
whatever period 18 specified 10 advertising, the
customer Jdessryes A postoard!
Ahoat this business ot cashing cheoks
ahipplng merchandise - on a very faw nocasions 1
trave waited for a check to clear the bank before
shipping an Lrusuwally large order te an unknawe
customer. Otherwise, I ship by the next working
day, esxcept foar my armnual to—day fishing trip to
Minnesota. In 8 years of husiness, § have had two
bounced checks, and bath of them were made gotd.
1§ I was . selling a product that cost a
considerahle amount and required a considerable
investnent in time and matetrial to produce, I
might wait for the checlk to clear before shipping.
The bank can tell you within ten days if a check
has cleared, s0 there is no reason to wait motrs
than two weels. )
Among those who have currently been accused of
=lowness and/or lack of response to inguiries are
Myare, Bud Mils, Gary Bowser of OFA,
of Crystal Software, and FPike Creek. Asgard
Software was a nptorious offender but Chris
Bonbitt has now taken on & partner and claims to
be giving prompt service.
In fact, this article was inspired by my
experiance with Crystal GBoftware. 1 ordered Midi
Master on 25 August, and my check was promptly
cashed. I sent an inquiry on 7% Saptember. I cave
a friend a letter addressed to Mike, authorizing
the friend to take delivery for me at the Chicago
Faire on 2 November. Mike told Mim he had Jjust
shiped it to me. As of 15 November I have still
not received it! '
and finally, to the subiect of rno ware at alil
whan checks are cashed but no merchandise is
received and inquiries are not answered. There
have been guite a few incidents of such over the
years, mostly involving software
went out of business without
filling some of the orders for which they had |
received payment - and publishers going out of
business without filling or refunding

subscriptions. K;fjfiﬁf;%?
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hetore

past several
companies which

onme yewf‘ 0&7:

o me’ﬁﬂ;
Lo

Mike Maksimik

he mmgt recent eramples involve JF Software "t}
here are many who are wondering - the iter
chey raeturnead bo Myarc for repair
VE Y VErY SIOWWAare ar no ware
ow, J. Feter -Hoddie ig a
Gpeeprogramming genius whom [
coontributed a great deal
ater, hs and “aul Charlton sat up JP Software to
arket a few of his products, and somes fiﬁpm ST
roducts produced by others. Mot lang“afteé h
ecured employment with Apple, and it Iﬁ reémrfeﬂ
-23? =] Was required to sign a contract which ma;e
%I ;EST;TIDIE for him to continue selling to the
fg_mewhere along there, something went badly
tray. There seems to be no doubt that chécP”
erz cashed, but software was never sh{pﬁed ~?
ures that Peter would nevar cheat anyone H&t 'im
i S equally certain that some users did n;t get1
: hat they had paid for. Fortunately, Jerry Coffe
g&as begn able to contact Feter and arran@e to taﬁe
ver d%StributLDﬂ of at l=ast some of his‘title—“
§1nclud1ng shipment of those which were ;:u.u-n:h;jcqe?!I
i,Ut never rece:vad. Beesry Miller has made ) i
,rrangementa to distribute the Mike Dodd Rrograms
! ich were being offered through JFP Software, but
s not responsible for previous unfilled 0rd;rsin
'-rg recently, I have read a complaint that Eakér
_of:gare, which formerly advertised game pro ré
nlﬂl;rcpendium, has cashed checks without srans
;pplng ?erchindise or responding to inquiries
bwever, wrote t 5 he
Quavers L bUSiSEEZ?m and they assured me they
f a vendor wants ta go out of business, It would
ake qnly a few minutes to scribble a péstcard t
: qhn Kaloen, who would certainly publish it i °
t*ﬂicEDpE@dium. I¥f they are operating from a "
:ﬁaﬁunff1ce box. they need only close the box to
Mave all further orders returned to the senéer I+
hey are using a home address, as many are thé‘
an mark the letters "no longer at this adé 3 :
and drop them in a mailbhox. rees

whather the
will tuwrn
at all.
fine voung man and a
greatly admire. He
to the TI community.

item
out o

—

—
——r

Ck?/VfﬁVWEi ]

Nex? Bop
iE;‘;‘Jdbt=l‘ (ganfzijﬁaa%> Load




mar keted a umeful
ulike any obher,

wreiting a

has written and
utility progranm
elzse fromn

1§ a programmes
appiications or

thereby i meour aging anyone :
cimilar [rogram, and no longer wishes to sell it,
1 do think that he has & mOral, al though not
lezgal, nbligatian to lizense it tg ancother vencor
{why bother!) or

airware
en the TI world’s most

but I would find it
allows to

ar bo release it as +
public domain. 1 have be
cautspoken opponent of plracys
hard to criticize anyone whiy CopiEs, OF

be copied, such & progian which has been left in

11mbrad.

In fact, if I find myself in need of a program
toriously slow and

ad by someonc who 18 nO
I may Just nbtaimnm a «capy from someonea

and then mail the authar his asking price, thereby
gaving him the cost of a disk and pastgge and
saving myself & great deal of frustration. »

mar ket
unreliable,

editors note Tharks for your views JIM .
Goad stuff <F hard to get for the newsletter.
/5
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SIMFLE PROGRAMS
by Jim Feterson

I like SIMFLE programs that do ewactly what I need
to da when 1 need do it, and nothing moare -
without the bells and whistles and fancy title
screens, withouwt going through a series rrf - menus

te get to what 1 want.

I have heen asked, what iz the best checkbook
program? 1 have two digks full in my TI-FD
library, but I don’t know which ane is best,
because I have never uzed any of them. 1 have ny
awn little checkboak program. It is so little that
I don’t even bather to save it — 1 just key it im
whenever [ nesd to do any adding o subtracting.

It goes like this - F= /Pé‘xf' ,9‘117?
e

1 IRPUT A& -0 T T

T4

FRINT LT i

ek
at

e 1 orecel ve a statement, 1 iy
eokbool, 11 the debits c?aditﬁ
corded on the Ztatement., thern run that litile
; -agram. [ enter thes bank’s ending balance, then
E ?tEf aach outstanding check or other mutafandinu
éw;bit irn the checkbool as a negative value (i;e.:
ith a minus sign in front? and every depasit na+
pt rocorded by the bank as a positive valna; 1
ould end up with my checkbook’s ending balamie
I don"t, I next enter my checkbook eadiﬂq. |
lance as & ﬁegative value ipresuming it ié ricxt
.ready negative!l to ses how much the discrepancy
. and scan the checkhook and statevent +or an ’
ntry of that amount which may explain the orror.
not, I hit FCTH 4, run the program aqain, enter
checkbook bzlance the last time 1 re&un:iled
ernter each succeeding debit as negative and
cfedit as postive, ard see if I can spobt an,
in my caleculations. I+ not i, - ar
don't think that any checkbook ;régggéeczild o
elp me go any farther.
ps, | Enmw that some of those programs will give
g & pf1ntwut of all my transactions. atter I haée
eyved in a lot of data — but why do 1 neesd a hard
opy of something that is already recorded in m
eckbook. . Y
nd I krnow that some programs will give me a
;card of bills paid in various categories. [
:n’t need that ~ at the end of the year I run a
imp}e little program I wrote, Adder-Uppet, and‘in
9 minutes with one pass through the checkbook I
total expenses in as many categories as I

CHIEEm

ard

1, mheok
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| fave also hBeen asked for s good msiling list
Grogeam. 1 ohave lobks ot Lhose too, 2ut [ haven’ L

L g them. My own omailing list program 1mnTh o Bven
5 progeam - itTs o a DOVEO File cramatsd with
Funlwelh., Just Lypes in the name, address, eto. in
oy 4 linezs, 5 ol wanlh 1t to appear on the labsal;
brin Enter E o 5 omore bimes to make a total tobal
of & ltires:; and start the next name, etc. whan you
are finished, make sure that the first tB3lamb 1ine
abtove the first line of the last address has 3

line mumber evenly divisibles by &3 otherwise, you
didn’t space your addresss & lines apart somewhersa.
Lite up vour strip labels in the printer, prrint
the file out of Funlweb editor, and that =z all
there iz to 1. _

Tt would be a good idea to set up that file 1n
sequence by parsons’ last name, =0 that youw wan
quickly find them for the purpose of changing or

“deleting - all done with Funlweb editing commands

faster than any computer program cuulq do it. TQ
add & name, just FCTN 4 down to the right spot in
sequence, FCTN 8 to open lines, and type it in.

~ You want something a little more than
that? You warnt to selectively print or
skip names? 0K, you’ve gaot two blank
lines after each record, so use the &th
line to code yaur special reguirements
— for instance, a [ for Christmas
cards, BL for business nailing, Bll for
hirthday cards in November - Gust don’t
use B alone for aone code and in
combination with something else for
anather code.

Then, instead of printing through Funlweb, use

this program — C&'ﬂ’ff;’”é .,_/.. ﬂ
Aore |

T The Les” NersleTer, T gufiesd
Y TF you foaeas 075’/4”/ eHer T prseps
5/\‘,;%5 TbeT pre el on 7he L/'s#, Le?"ug,{f;%l

T mlghT he The iy Wy 7‘2’ b Thernr
OV Koot Hhart we are PN Plapns fhe TX9% 4y

N

. ATO12, 1 ERSSE Al
:V"Filemnama?™ DSEM ALCERT
TOLZ2,1AXBEERF % 2 : OFERMN #1:
RS TRFE, INFUT « 2 QOFERM 87 "pF
IDu

10 DISFLAY ATIL4, 1) "Frint
addr=2sses with
o print all addres=zes, b
st press Enter) "

20 ACCERT AT 1S, 11 BEER: X%
IO LINFUT #1:Aa% @0 LINFUT #
sBE oz LINMFUT #1:0¢ z2: LIMNF
IT #1:D% rr LIMPUT #1:E% ::
CINPLIT #1:F4¢

14C IF POS(F$,X$,1)4>0 OR %%
=0 THEN PRINT #2:0%: B Os: D
e ML . 1Y

150 IF EOF (1) <>l THEN 130 EL
BE CLOSE #1

i""{"lr‘_’jf—_ﬁ __-|: LTI 5 i (

For a one-time selective mailing, load youwr fileg,
o down through it with FCTH X, type an asterisk
n the &6th line of each record vou want to pwinﬁ,
gave the file to anokher disk, run the above

Program and erter the asterisk as the special code
*o select oan.

You need a home record-keeping system? Do you
really really really need to sort your home

ecords by various fields, print them out, ete.?
I+ =0, you need a data base program. EBuf, if vou

Jdust need to file some info in a way that vou can
find it again, [ have the perfect svstem for you.
T use it often. Technically, it iz called the File
Bax Full Of Ruled 3u5 Index Cards. Unlike a data
base program, this system offers fields of
unlimited length, records of unlimited length
the front of the card is full, Flip it over and
write on the back; i+ that is full, stick a second
card behind the first), gquick manual alphabetic
sequencing (probably fastaer than the computer
could do it), quick manual updating and editing —

(foq/ff‘nfd 4
Mext f%?%z

(i

55




“filendme over again and

with @rassr, quick delstions into the wastebasket,
ard optional o s reterencing iF voulre pob sure
by which of ssveral key words yvou might try to
faind somelbing, put 1moa card 1n alphabetic
saquencs for zach keyword, with a note on it
referring to the card containing the datal, Shill
think ym& nacd & computerized record keepling
system? Ok, how about the Funlweb Index Card
Simulation. Just bookt up Funlweb, use (Trab to putl

an R at %9, type in whatever vou want to keep
track af, and save it to disk using a keyword as
the filemame. They will be automatically sorted
into alphabetic sequenca. Funlweb's 5D will

catalog them for yvou, put whatever you want on the
screen, dump 1t Lo a printer £ you want. You hawve
all the great editing fsatures of Funlweb to

update, deletes, stc., and yvou can crons referance

Eevwords with dummy files. You might want to use

DM 1000 periodically to protect your files so that

vou don’t accidentally use the same keyword

; overwrite & record.

get 127 records an a disk.
But a deck of 1900 index cards costs me %.39 at the
drug stare, and generic disks cost $.25.ur 1esgf
Far $7 vou can set up a filing system with a disk
for each letter of the alphabet.

0f course, vou can tanly

Just one more example of the power of the Funlweb
filing system. EBefore I bought a disk system, I
hzd already acquired or written over a thousand
programs, and I had recorded sach onme on a K3
index card, filed by program name, with the
author's nama and comments. I promptly transferred
all those programs to disk, ran the disks through
one of those disk catalogers, and was greatly
dissatisfied with the results. I DO NOT LIKE DISKE
FILENAMES' It is much too hard to remember what I
was trying to abbreviate when I saved a file as
BRFELLTZE. MNoter: this was in the days before the
good catalag programs allowed you to add

. ot &7
comments. Cﬁplii/’//%?
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gidn t like listings of-File mamss on disk
apels erther, and I have noewvse ussd then, 1 don ' b
jant Lo paw through boses of full of disks, teving

o dacipher filenames wiritten 1n finy subsoript.
bviously, my indexr card svstem was better than
hat, but I wanted a prirnted catalog, in plain

nglish, 1 aclbual
equeEnce, and
ogssible. -
2ld Geminl would print 134 characters on oa line
condensed print, spo I wanted each recard to be .
p. Lo that lomg, Furlweb (or Ti-Writer back them)
imited me to 20 characters, but no problem; I°11
gst use two lines o key them i, and write a )
ittle pragram to combine them into one line for
intar output. I set the TI-Writer tabs to giwve
29 spaces for full program name, l& spaces for
uthor™s name, 4 spaces far disk number (I numbepr
y disks consecutively as I fill them, and file
hem numerically), 10 spares for coded 1anguageu

d system requirements, 11 spaces for a | tao 10
ar rating. and the remaining 14 spaces to begin
brief program description which could continue
or 56 spaces on the next line. :

indaex cards were filed in sequerce by actual
rogram name, sa ! keyed in their conbtents in that
equence. As 1 acquired more programs, I continued
o record them on index cards. Every once in a

ile I loaded my catalog file into Funlweb, FCTN
*d to the proser place in alphabetic seruence,
pened a line there with FCTN 8, and typed in the
#w record. The2 file soon became too large to

Oad, but it was very easy to use Funlweb's
eatures to split it into two files, then inte

Ny files, finally into five disks full of files.
acn disk is labeled with the beginning and ending
etters of each file, sn they can be quickly
4:vaﬂm¢¢£

program names 2l phabetic

wilth as much other information as

jpf'jp é,qz:k ﬁ""/ /‘3/49/’ #5,'s ,.fﬁ,{’r'/f, j,t//gn/
- have ppEre T & -
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k Frie time I updated my catal 0t aid el it
L cr obtained hurdreds of i =1 }

| 4 P e s A g g e = A g o - o

1 } contaii @i 04D records on S0 80 1ines

SEEr page, nearly Malf oa nillion . data, I
¥ " : - | o ] ; e i
doubt that arvone clze in the TI world hHas
aﬁvthlng Tike 1t. I+ I'm figuring correctly, it
wWonlc tﬁi; boof RAM to read all that icnto
MENSE Y. Dlnce the FD's seem to be so incredibly
wasteful of memory, I wonder if a &40k computer
;Quld update that file? If cauld they do it
@y fazter than |

abront a0

Sy

! Zan do it with Funlweb?
But Yo say, you can’ i S30RT that file! Well, Wby
should I want to? And could that &40k computér do

;t? Fesidea, if I wanted to, 1 CAN DO IT!

I tried it, bdust for the heck of it, The only
wafthwhile tield to sort on would he the disk
number. So, I did a CALL FILES(Y) and ram a little
16-line program which openad one file for it —
and eight for output, read a disk diréctnry, )
apeaned 2ach flile in sequence, read the records

ad, if the disk number was less than 9, wrote the
record to the file of the same numbor.  When I Wass
through swapping disks, I had separate files far

Qiaks 1 through 8, still in alphabetical BEOQUENCEe .
It would take many hours sort out over SO0 digks B2
cat a time, but I could cram all those files anto
two DS disks and my ramd. sk, modify the program a
bit, and all I would have to do is Tharmge backap
disks when they were full. Or to be more sensible,
[ cauld extract records in batches of 10 or more,
whatever would be small encugh to cram into .
TI-Sart for a further sort.

The point is - some jobs can be done better
without a computer, and many others can be dona

With a very simple 1itt qr !
4 n ittle progtam‘7z#”%3‘37ml/
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Yo cdone’ b HAYVE o hawve 1t oalld
by Jim Feler o
bo the conversations at your umer group mesting

cattes bhreak in
ouw confused by talk of GROMs and GRAMs, pa
y references to HFDOs=. intimidated oy discussaic
f megabybes and frightensd by taik of Burning
FROMs? Well, ioin the crowd, buddy — =o am I

like a Hilicon Valley?®

wera are hasically thres types of people
nterested in computers. First, there are those
o wse & computer to run programs, to accamplish
omething useful or just to have fun. I believe
hat those people are still in the great majority,
Fthough we don®t hezsr much from them.

hen, there are those who get their kicks aut of
riting programs, of creating software for others
0 use.  There aren’t too many of those left in

he TI world. ‘

nd fimally,
ith the computer,
d thingama—- Jjigs,
anguage I mentionead

there are those who like to tinkerﬂ
soup it wp, plug in doohinkids
and talk in that strange 3

above. 1 dont krnow how many
+ those folks there are, but they are certainly
he most knowledgeable, active, and interssted,
nd they tend to dominate the conversations and
he printed material in the TI world nowadays.

presume that those fellows also do actually run

rograms on their souped up systems. And, some of

hem must be skilled programmers, because many of

heir hybrid hardware craations would be useless

i thout specizalized software. I"'m very glad

hat those pmaple are around. Onee in a while they
nvent something that I actually find useful, and
they are a litfesaver when my equipment breaks

don't be intimidated by all that hightech
:, and don’t think that the computer world is
assing you by. There are so many things to do
ith a computer that no one could possibly find
ime to do them all. Do your own thing and don’t

arry about the rast. 7’4’@_;’ Wﬂ/ > -




_whicﬁ?hasn’t-been

far

I have operaled a4 T1 softwars company SER W ERM
WEAF D, 1 oalso spend a lobt of tine writing
programs, using the computer as a word processor,
etc. 1 probably spend more time on my TL fthan F0X%
of the usors. Bo, what does @y equipiment consist
of?

I have a console with the Extended Basic module
plugged in, attached to a F-box which containg A

TI disk controller, two double-sided drives, the
32k card, RS2IZ card, and & Horizon Ramdisk. Also
glugged into the REZIZ card is an old Gemini 10X
printer and an Avater 1200 baud modem.

I also have a Speech Synthesizer, a pair ot Ti
jmysﬁicks, a TEII module and an Editor Assembler.
madule, all of which I pilug in occasionally when I
need them; also, a cassette recorder and cable

weed-in a long time.

s bupsr Extended Basic module because
when

I_use.friton’
it has dome editing features which are useful
programming. It also has some limited plotting
capability which I have never used - and have
nevar heard of anyone who has. If you don™t
program, it would hardly pay to switch from the
ald TI Extended Baziec. I also have the Mscha-
tronics module but never got around to tryving -t.

I had a Gram Kracker but soon sold it and bought a
Ramdisk instead. The Gram Kracker has fantastic
capabilities if you have the skill and knowledge
to take advantage of them, but most users don’t
seem to bhave done much beyond personalizing the
title screen.

I had a widget, and I guess it is still collecting
dust arcund here some place. It was a nuisance,
and since I use XBasic 99% of the time I didn™t
need L. There are now widgets or "module
expanders” that allow vou to 2cecess more than one
module from within a program. That is, if you have
the skill to write such a program. I don®t know,
that anyone has relesased such programs to the
public domain, and I can’t think of any practical

usz except to access TEID speech from XRasic ~ but
you can do that with the Text-To—Spesech disk.
ﬂ%re _-a/%7

LO

4o ram disk is the ane toaol that [ would Aot be
jthout. In order to assemble my TI-FD catalog, I
2eneaed over 4000 progeams, debugged and
idified, merged in help Ffiles, con— versions g
lasic and loaders, and assembled over 400 disks
' programs. It took
swithout a ram disk it would have taken
L hours and I would not even have attempted it.
ram disk enables me to swilkch from onea pragram
g another almost instantly, and with John
hneon’s Boot program I can dust as quickly
alog a disk or view a file. Mine has 296k of
ory. I could get one with much more memory but
ee no reason to do so; I have every program on
that I am apt to use even once a wmonth, and it
only half full.  That leaves plenty of room for
orary storage and downloading.
ever, if you only use your computer
85, do a little word processing and a bit of
ord keepirg, a ram disk would be an expensive
venience rather than a necessity. ¢
ce my ram disk is only half full, I would .
sider a hard drive to he about as useful as tQE
malian appendages on a swine of the masculine
wsuasion. If I was running a BBS, sure
doing a lot of work with those memory-gobbling
aphics and needed everything quickly accessible.
old Gemini printer has been a faithful
khorse, although the hood over one sprocket
pel has lost its spring and is being held down
a loop of elastic cord. I will have ta give it
soon, because the Gemini printer codes are
toming obsolete and I need to be able to write
But, I hate to give up these
¥-cent typewriter ribbons and start getting
doped off on $2.50 cartridges!
% for a color ribbon, the temperature will have
go way down, down under, before I pay for one
those. ﬁ
e in a while, when someone sends me a
ble-density diskfull of stuff, I wish I had a
br-Comp disk controller. Otherwise, with
iskettes selling for a quarter or less, it

{u]dn’t pay to change. c,ﬁgflf’,;;r‘ -
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