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EN’S MESSAGE
i : ) Is the hack page sosething you take for granted? Do you bother looking
k ' " at the ad denoting our sonthly meeting place? Did you ever nctice that the
date of the next meeting is printed under ypur address label? Now the is a
§4064 NEXT NEETING WILL BE 3/30/87, £:30PH 11393 NEW ATTRACTION to the last page. Your neabership number is now printed
- above your address. IF THIS MUMBER EMBS IN 84 THIS WILL JE VOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER. Use the sembership fors on page !! te renew your aesbership.
I your number is 0000/87 you are a users group, If your nuaber is 9999/87
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you are a new member in the middie of some paparwork. Your permanent nuaber
i ive shartly.

! a;:;rESulliva: is atteapting to get computer genius J. Peter Hoddie to

attend cur March meeting. He i5 a very talented persen and 1 look {uruard

to meeting him, However he is 2 very busy gan, We do qot know at  this

fine, if in fact he will he here. Coae to the March meeting and see.

Last sonth in this coluen I mertioned a swap meet. [t was noticed apd
sentioned at the last meeting...How :hout some sore discussion about this
meet? )
tate Spring would be an idesl tisme for a meet of this sert. ' .

fs promised in the Feb newsietter, you will notice mare information on
the Triten Turbo XI...A11 ay questions ware answered, hepefully all yours
were also,,.One last thought, 1F you purchase anything at the faire, how
about ietting the club know thru a review in the newsletter, or 2 seall deso
at the regular mesting.

-EBgar lecuyer-
~Ebitar-

The following interesting.and sad but true artical was first printed
in the Lé=9%ers Toplics Nemwsletter and reprinted by the MUNCH Users Group.
Please tike heed and don’t sour any sore good FAREWARE programmers.

EDITORIAL
{0r how to kill the 71-99 in one easy lesson)

Those of you who read this newsletter regularly will kqnu t@at we ha?e
long taken a public stand against software piracy. Up to this tlise ITerf1e
has been the most vocal {or most read) but she has full support. It is tise
tor we publicly state my pusition, borne of bitter personal experiente,

i had never touched a cosputer befere [ got my TI. It wac originally
a toy for me as it was for many of you, buch such a toy! It quicnly bacame 2
learning tool, and was not onby a seans to otber ends, but an end itself, &s
1 learned the joy of prograsming, 1 am largely self-taught, thruugh‘a 1ot
of HARD work, and the help of my friends, and I have achieved a position |
never thought possible just a few yesrs ago.

My first “extensive® venture 2 few years ago was a cna?inatinn IBasic
and fsseably graphics utility called EASYSPRITE. 1 vaxply tried to martet
it, without any real finantial backing and therefore limited success. Nhen
I first seard about about FREEWARE (which I now think of 25 “STEALMARE™) 1
gecided to go thit route. For your information I have recieved paysent for
LESS THEN are out of THENTY copies that I have sent out.
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My last venture was DISKAGSEMBLER. Since 1 thought that sy main
problea was public awareness of ay efforts (i.e, advertising) 1 felt that
going with Miller’s Craphics would be more succesful. Let me tell you that
I worked leng and hard on that program (11 sgnths, the gestation af an
elaphart!, irying to make tt perfect ON THE FIRST VERSION to be released, |
have & wife and twe children who wish they had never heard ot it, and
wordered if they would ever really have ae back again.

Now I know what the T comeunity thinks of efferts such as smine. It
wasn’t long hefore DISKASSEMBLER was in the traiding routes and even an
BB§"s. What do those of yos using pirated versions reaily think you are
accomplishing?

And T am by ro eeans the only victie of this vielous practice! The
TI-99/48, being an “orphan®, is in a peculiar position. {urrently
marufactured computers have an ever-espanding sarket, as new users come on
lire. Therfore software authors can count at ieast on sales to those who do
not yet have access to pirated versions. The TI, on the other hand, since
the rush of new users who bought at the *close-gut* salss, has & relitively
stable market. It has been said that there are several million 99/44°s put
there, tut I recentiy heard an estimate that thers are protably only 250,000
er so acutsally in use, rather than in the cleset. Many already know the
good sources of softwire are. | stongly belive that those who are trying to
aake even i little aoney on this competer, and the VERY few whoe are trying
to MAKE A LIVING with it, will shortly be getting out of the earket, unless
the piracy stops,

You aay have noticed that there really isn’t that auch software
produced anysore, There are a lot of gond prograss  that are ronstantly
being revised, a5 the bugs are noticed and worked put by the users. You
need umpteen disks and 3 1ot of patience ta get a properly working version.
Software of seriows commercial quality takes TIME, arg the motivation to
make the tise coees from remards, hoth sonitary and personal. It really
galls ae to see the pirates not orly sieal the prograss, jut even take the
authors nase off thea, so he wowitting recipient does’t even know who to
thaek! Ané here’s another amazing idea to consicer. Even when you BUY the
pregrass beirg marketed for the TI, you ere paying 1/3 to 1710 the cost of
siailar prograas for other romputers! In gther words, you are alreadv
getting a bargain - why destroy it777

Recently 3 major software producer annouced that he would stop
producing for the 99/4% because of piracy, in patitular because he hat found
his programs on bullitan boards. A qreat hue and try went uwp and he did
rescend his decision. But I have still seen his prograes on BES's for free
downioading. You sysops MUST police your boards tetter!
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New let de sos this up, As implied by the statement under the title,
the :continued well-being of the ?9/44 is 8P 70 YOU, Unless you are willing
to suppor the continued production nf quality software by paying the very
reasgrable amounts that the authors and software coapanies charge for their
prograas, you will see the sarket disappear, PLEASE DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN!

Happy computing anyway.
Tom Freeman

LIBRARIAN’S COMNER
Your iihrary is in the process af ordering soae graphic software such
as ‘“raphics Grabber “Master Painter 99 and "3D World'. You wmll be
heariig more about these prograas when they arrive and they are reviewed.
Anyone interesied in helping o review sofiware or would like the library to
aguirz other types of programs should contact ae at the next regular seeting
or cali &l7-761-7243,

Bisk 433 feview
The {ollowing catalog discribes whal pragrams are on this disk. Each
catolog contains the filename and & brief desciption of what each program is
all about. dOne additional feature 1is the mode or languge used éor each
prLgTan.
DISKHANE = 33-LIB-00

FILERANE HODE

BIBLE2 TALKING BIBLE BUIZ HAS 3 LEVELS 3

BIGRHYTHM  FIND YOUR GOOD OR BRD DAYS WITH BIORHYTHM CALENDAR B OR X
CARS CARS & CRACASSES BAME USES REYBOARD B
CATALIE CATATLOG BOR X
CLOCK LARGE CLOCK DISFLAY ON SCREEN i

EaLIED COLORFUL KALEIDOSCOPE

MASTER MASTERMIND GAME {F STRATEGY

NIN GANE

GBSTICLE GAKE - DO NOT BUNP INTO WALLS
PRESIDENT  LE4RM ABOHT AWERICAN PRESIDENTS
ALHROD GateE

STOCKIRANS STOCK TRANSACYIOM MONITOR
TELLCARDS  FORTUNE TELLER  -PRINTER OPTIONAL
WORDSIARCH  MORD SEARCH -PRINTER OFTIORAL
GUESSPHRSE  &UESSING BARE

--sFrank Billeri

--ibrarain
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DISK REVIEW
by NIKE BAIES

This aonths review is of a disk in the Club library labled TEXTNET-Z.
It is 2 disk Full of qases for &ll you incorragable qaaers cut there,

1004-B: In this game yew are driving & €2~ and trying to run over monsters
without hitting amy trees. VYour car only turns left so it is not guite as
Basy as it sounds. There are four levels of play.

H04-B: Thiz is a2 rosputerized version of & craps qeme. It is somewhat
slow but still pretty ccod.

§031-XB or B; You play the coapeter in a game of “RIMS® and try to repove
the last stick, There are three levels of play in which the amount of
sticks are changed and five kinds of opponents for you to coapete against,

Aircombat-B: & aulti-level war game in which vou pilat 2 plane of the
futue.  Yse the joy stick and 4ire button to attespt to destroy eneay
aircratt,

Battieship-Fi This one uses a 10:1% grid to play a cosputerized version of
the -lascic strategy game,

Checkers2-B: The ever popelar game of checkers. You might have to use a
Call Filesil} if you get 2 memdry full message.

Bo-Howe-B: In this one you try to move your marker "home" which is the
upper 1eft space. You cram only aove 3 ways end can sove any nusber of
spaces a5 long as it is in a straight line,

Lexital-Br This is & word game ralled Lesicality, n which up to four
players try to build words of as mary letters as possable using random
tetters supplied by the coaputor.

FuzzlelS-B: & 4x4 grid is filied with numters from 1-15 {one blank spicel.
The object is te re-arrange the numbers in correct order. There are four
tevels of difficulty to challenge you.

White/Hole-B: In this gie you have a laser gun whith you use to track and
destroy aysterious ‘“white-holes” which have escaped during an expericent.

It uses keyboard or joystick inpet and hac four levels of play.

Iap-z-Ball-B: You use a joystick to move and tire ai opposine targets in
this one.

PAGE: 5




HELLOD
Qar rnames are Kesneth Tait and Joseph Costa 111, e finally figued
out how to hook up the EPSON Homewriterid printer to a TI99/44 Coaputer,
The pin out 15 as follows!

TL(FID) 16 FIN CENTRONICS(Z6 PINGY HOMWRITER 10
i

i ;

3 3

4 )

5 b

7 i

8 f

g g

14 it

it 17

12 K/C

i3 13

14 N/T

13 N/C

i 13-3¢

We hope this infp heips someocne out there in computer land!!!

THE LAST MEETING...

Tre February meeting of CLUBY9 was held o Feb. 23, 1987, The
seeilng was called to order by VP Ken Tait. # rcll call of of+icers was
held, foliowed by the menthly reports of the VP, secretary and l:brartan.
ALl reperic were accepted as read. New membership cards were distributed to
the nex nmembers in attendante. The tech advisor gave his report, ehch
tould heve been subtitied “buyer beware”, cosething that i pretty evident
te meost all by now. The up-coming computer faire was discuseed and as
sentinned we need people to help mar the table the clut will have. The date
for the faire ic April 4,

A problea concerning underiiming thru T1 ¥RITER was addressed to the
tioor by @ meaber. The resclution of the gquestion was that the Epsom  RX-80
printer can net underline as received from the fartory. Needed is a
ditferent chip avatlable from Epson for appros. $70.04. ény ore interested
tn this chip say contact the Epson dealer lorsted in Mensfield, 3 the corner
of 14t and the old [40.

The meeting adjourned at 9:464FM.

Respectfully submitted,
Bil} Nievera, secty.
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THE IBN CONNECTION
The foliowing anouncesent from M6 was reprinted frum the February
MITHEE TI-99ers,
ANROUNCENENT
IBM CONFATIBILITY FOY THE 99744
fechrizal Info:

L. Tec part system. A TURBD IT and 2 seall bridge box that connects to the
side [/8 port on your 44,

2. The TURBC XT is an 8 fhz, 4.77 Mhz (cwitchable) sotherbord, power
supply, X7 style rase, CBF color graphicc card (hoth RGE and Composite!
Floppy Disk Comtraller 1 half high B5/D) disk drive, Farallel port and 254K
of RAM on the motherdord. The matherbord has spckets for up to 640K of RAM.
There are 8 expansios slots, two of whizh are used by the CBA card and the
Floppy Disk Lontroller.

5. The brigge hor has inputs for 44 vidie in, T Yidio in and cutputs for
the X7 keybord aut ard Monitor out. 1t alsd contains the softsare for
Kevbord swilching between 44 made and 47 sode and the softwars fo comvert 43
key stokes into (T keycodes, 1t alsp has a pase through =g you can keep
your P-box or the Periphrials acoked up,

4. Mode cwitching frem 4 to XT can be done througn Basic or X-Basic with
CALL XT or by holding FTCN CTRL ENTER or power up of the 43,

% Mode switching from X7 fo 44 it done by pressing FTCH ITRL ENTES,

&. The ONLY 1tees shared by the twp syctems are the 44 ceyberd  and  your
current moniter or T¥.  Ye: you cian get B0 coluens out of a toaposite
manitor, but it 1s easiest to read with the color turned off in B0 mode.
The X7 allows NODE 40 whitch also gqives vou 40 colusn sode. Braphics
pregrass, such as games and drawing programs work fone in 80 coluan and most
otter coftware that deesn’t combine wiord torground aad background tsut
colors are aisa guite readahle.

7. By not sharing the disk drives it s pessible to do concurrent
precessing  on the  £7. Example:r Go into KT mode, start up  vour
COMMUNICATIONS software, lop on to 3 BBS and star: and start a down 1pad.
Now you can switch sodes back to the 44 and do whatever you would like in 44
aode while the XT is still doen loading form the 3BG(!:

8. We have tected this system on & nusber of 4R systea coenfigurations  znd
have found it very cospatable with both [BN scftwire and [BN HARDNARE. Yes,
you car add ANY IBM cerds you would like to the systea.
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9. The mininug 4R systea requirements: & 7199742 consele ang 2 aoniter or a
TV set »ith &F podulator.

Genzral Info:

L. ?ﬁis syster 15 being aarketed by Triton Products Campany im San
Francisca, Ch. They are also hindiing the production of the bridge boxzes
and they have contracted for the Turbo X clones to their specifications,

Z, The system has a 30 DAy money Bick guarantee and 2 | YEAR parts and
tabor warranty.

3. The cost for thic systea (Turbo IT, Bridae Box, and czbiesi 45 $499,00
plus 13,9 for shipping and handiing.

4, Their tnl; tree number for aditional infe and/or : 6 page, 4 celor
brochure on this system is |-BO0-277-5990 Manday through fFriday - 64N to 4PM
ant Saturcay AN to 4P, Pacific Tige.

&. Delivery is schedusled to start on March ist of this yEir, Ye have been
useing this system for awhiie now and we are vary pleased with its
perforaance, Thic isn’t vaporware, ALL B), testing and sottware is coaplete
and the units are rezdy for production, so the March tiee frose is a
reality, At last a MAJOR expansion for the 44. ke hope you are as pleased
with this product as you have been with cer other freducts in the past. #s
the Triter Brochure says: MAKE THE TBN COMNECTION T8 YGUR 7199744

11 FAIRE
19 00AN ~ 6100 PM

As 2 sesber of United 99 (mebership tonsists of 9%er user groups
througheut New Englandi, Club 99 will participate in the Znd T199/44 Faire.
Schedualed for Saterday, April 4, 1987, This year's faire will be Incated at
Walthan Senior High Schon!, Lexington St., Walthaa, Ma, Strirtly devoted to
the Ti97/44 Home Computer, We e:pect to have the participation of sany well
knour names in the continuing development of its peripheral hardware and
softuare.

Many of you will remester the name “Reqena®, who provided many
tutorials and prograss in the early days of the "99're Naga:ine" <{the now
defunct Home Computing Jowrmall,  She nas just begun writing articals on
BASIC language for *MWiCkGpendium®. Well, foiks, che will also be attending
the Faire. S0 you just might have the appertunity to seet and speak with

her,
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My coesents above are net to slight the sany others who are continuing
tr contrihute their expertise with demonstrations and as guest speakers.
THs is your opportunity to meet thes all!!

The price for adeision is $3.00 for aduits and $2,00 for childres
urder 12, Chitdren under 5 are free, We will not have tickets availible in
atvance due tp circupstances teyond our control.

The planning compittee will eeet each Sunday until Karch 2L,
President Joe Costa and I will attend and will previde updates on the status
ol evente, Ae a user groep, ve will have 2 beoth for sur  ewpotures  and
activities, You can partiripate in sanning the boolh and assisting to
progote our club. #2 have a great oopertunity to let the Mew England folks
we exist and to earn some dellars for our treasury.

More detailed information will be availible at our March Meeting. BE
THERE!! !

Feul Sullivan
Techrical Advisor

HIN ABBUT IT2...
Paul Rogers

Buring the February club meeting there was an expressed interest in 2
nmber of cateqorizs., These included graphics, aseembly language and
hardware aanipulation. A nusber af mesbers indicated an interest in these
topics, As mentioned at the meeting, there is already a planned hardware
instruction up-cosing, Naturally, thic will cover ¢first tise users and
besit systes set-ux amd upgrade. It is hoped that this will reach further
into the interpediate level te perhaps inlclude & look at eemory expansion
such as 128X boards r raedisis and other system enhancesments.

fceenbly  language oeed not he irtisidating, You do not have to learn
how to program in :f,  You may just want a degree of expertise so vou Will
understand what people are discussing.

Bhile graphics are fun to play with, they ran he put te some very
practicai use. Thers are many excellert proprass out there to make graphics
a lot of fun. Kids of a1l ages can have a real good tise and learn al the
same tise,

If you have an interest in any of these subjects, please attend the
next ameeting, and we'll try tp start erother group or two. If vou have any
expertise in any of these fields please step forward, 2 demp may be just
what is needed tn get the hall rolling.
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CLASSIFIEDS
11 cartridge: Picnic Parancia, (newi-$7.00, Paul dsher, (417} 495-6397

99/48 Hardware and Software available at Marragansett flea market inld
Narragansett race track) Newport Ave, Pawtucket, Rl. The computer stere is
located on the second fleor, and open between 3:00 AM and 3K every Saturday
aad Sunday. Club9 seabers will receive a 10% discount by presemting an
active meahership card at the time of purchase. f(offer not valid om sale or
cpecial items.!

Day 617-£99-3052 Right 817-761-7243 ...Frank Billeri

Bob Brown of MRE Cosmunieations has offered a 10Y discount to verified
CLUS99 msemhers on software he sells. You cam contact him through his BBS
called Techire at (401} 783-0697 or by writing te him at PO Bor 8821,
Cravston, KE 02920,

14 you have seld your item, please notify the newsietter staff.

As you cah see there is FLENTY of room for your af.

ON THE FAST TRACK

©1085 Kng Fuaiwes Syrceeate InC. Workd nohi fesarved.
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CLUBSY
NEMBERSHIF APPLICATION

By submitting this application with the appropriate dues, | agree
to :bide by the constitution and By-laws of CLUBYY.

DATE:
Month Bay Year

NAME: e

Last First Init
Address: o —

Nuaber St/Ave
City/State Tip

PHONE: (. . o

Home Nork

BIRTH DATE:

Month ~ Day - Year

SIGNATURE: _____ .
Please sign application

MAIL STATION: (i¢ I emloyee) __ . _

X4 D0 NOT WRITE BELDM THIS LINE 832

For CLUBYY records only:

TREASURER: ——
Aapunt Date Type
VICE PRES: ____ . . e e
Mea. nr. IF  By-laus
SECRETARY: _ N/LEDIFOR_____
Recard M/List
EAEC BOMRDS ___ ______
Approved/Filed Date

ENCLOSE DUES AND MAIL TD:

CLUB%? Treasurer
3 Fprrest St,
NS 1-0
Atleboro, Mass, 02703
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