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WHAT’S NFW FOR THE TIQ9/4A
by Frank Bilteri

PICASSO V2.0 This is not just another drawing progeram. PICASS0 software has
several utiliitiy type software that zaliow you to create pictures and text on

the same paper. PICASSO pictures can be up to 300% larger then other graphics
software and has a built-in font editor to create new fonts, draw, zoom, etc.
ASGARD Software P.0Q. Box 10306, Rockville, MD 20850. Te! 703-255-3085

PIX-PRO. A new picture conversion program for the 99/4A and Geneve 9649, This
software will load software |jike Picasso, Graphx, TI_Artist, Pages-Pro, Max-Rle,
and save them to your favorite graphics progra. ASGARD SOFTWARE (see above) .

Tl FAYUH. The Fifth New Eglang FAYUH date has been set. It will be heild
Saturday, April 14th at the Central Middle School at Waltham, Mass,
from 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M, More info and a map when it arrives,

T199/4A REPAIRS. Repairs doneat reasonable rates. Firm prices will be given

before any work is done and everything is guaranteed. Contact Frank Billeri
515 Newport Avenue, So. Attleboro. MA 02703 or call 508-761-7245 evenings.
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OKIDATA FRINTER CABLE
By Ferank Fillert

I would 1like to share a story with ¥You in hopes that I Can cave some of You the
aggrivation and dellars I have spent trying to build a Parallel cabilw far &
printers. As many of yau krnow, I am the owner and operator for the HOUSE o+
COMPUTERS. One of my customers recently picked LR & used Okidata 8724 Printer-
without a cable. I was asked to make a paralle] cable that woulg work on the
T199/4A. I spent several hours attempting to build a cable without much
sSlUccess,

One morning the mailman brought me a Tenex catalag and I found that Tenex sellg
a cable made pspecially for tha Okidata printer s0 I ordered it, The cost wag
$36.95 + $4,50 shipping. I waited patiently (2 waeks) for the cable tg arrive,
I tore open the Package and hooked it LR to the printer, I cataloged a disk and
held my breath until I heard the printer clicking away. It worked great! Abogut
two weeks later, another Customer who deceided to by an ss$s compatible, wanted
to sell hig TI equipment. I opened one of the boxes and guess what I saw, You
guessed it, an Okidata 22A, I immediately asked him what kind of a cable he
was using. He informed me that he was using a Serial cable. I taok out my
multimeter ang Pinrned out hig cable..

RS232 - T1 OKIDATA
FIN # FIN #
1 .l-ll.l-l.'l'-lllhl
3-..‘....-.......-'.3
41

!
bl
6-...._l

7.--u-unn-----a--l--7

EOICIOJIIIII-IIIIUIIiI

11 explain the diagram in case YOUu can not read it. All the Okidata
printers I have s@en have both parallel and serial connectors. the Serial
connector is a standard 25 Pin EIA, (gsame as the RS232 card)

Connect the following ping direct. 1,3, and 7. Fin 20, TI side, connects to the
Okidata pin 11. Run a4 wire, on the printer 8ide, connecting pinsg 4,5, 1ind 4,
Also, run & wire to connect Pin & and 20 on the pPrinter side. Good luck,
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this article will be but
one of a serles of three or
foar to  follow [n  the
coning months. A1l will be

on the same thene: NYow to
de your own Desk Top
Publishing.

Because of onr limited
BAM capabilily a complete

sophisticated  Desk  Top
Publishing package seems
unlikely; however, we ecan

come close to duplicating
puch of the same ootpat of
an IEN  or  MACINTOSH.
Granted, wve may not do
everything they can do, and
ve 33y Dlave to feap’
througd a fev nore hosps to
teach our qeal, but we CA¥
acconplish mach the same;
and at a much lover cost!

Ky ultimate goal is to

demonstrate how stch
products like TI-2RTISY,
FONT-WRITER, GRAPEI,
PICTURR IT, and others, cae
be used separately of in
union with oe anotder to
preduce  an attractive
finished product.

Por the Eirst of 1wy
series, I will explaiz how
[ put together the BOOK
REPORY form [sse sample} 1
use  fer  my  class,
A colleque of mine owns a

DESK TOPFP PUBLISHING
ON YOUR OWN -~

NACINYOSH, He created an
attractive book report Eernm
that inpressed me. I
quickly said to wyself,
"Hov can I do the same?*
After some thought, I beqan
dupticating (e,

inproving!) his form. Our
forks were identical in
text, layout, and gqraphlcs,
vith the exception of the
rov of book ends at the top

and  bottom, and  horse
qrapaic.
Here's hov 1  started:

fhe THS books and beok ends
are actwally  TI-aRTISY
fonts, The aame of the font
is B00K_F. 1t is on the
tRI0+ SOPYWARE Data 1 disk
of fonts and qzaphics. !
booted the  font  lnte
T-ARTIST, typed the
special character for the
froat book end, then "THSY,
aad finally, the end book
end. I saved the TKS
aessage a5 an Instaace.

For the 'reading borse'
gtaphic, I had to flrst
convert it from aa RLB
picture te an Instance.
T 4o this, I uosed the
Artist Eabancement option.
After saving wy  nevly
created [nstance, I decided
it wvas too large fer my

purpese; so I ased ASGARD'S
ARTIST ENLARGER (¥hich alse
has a reduction feature) to
teduce the Instaace. I 20w
had two saved  "horse"
Instances: the origlnal and
the zeduced one.

I loaded my second horse
Instance fato TI-2RTIST,
eatered ay font, and typed
ny title. 1 then saved this
as a pictwre file. The twa
boxed In qraphics were
created aod saved as ARTIST
Instasces. The fonls came
from GEEIAL FORT PACE {1
and 1. the foats 12 this
pactage are well scited [or
wort like this, becawse of
their size.

The borders caae from
AntIsY  poapess Il by
ASGARE,

Mow, bere is hew I put
this all  together. 1}
created ny TI-FRITER tert
file 1sing the PONT-WRITER
recognized dot commands.
After saving this flle, 1
ran it theough the
FONT-VRITER formatter,

{see priat-out of actaal
file below).
1f  you havea't used

FONT-FRITER mach, male sure
all your files [text and
graphics) are on the same

PART 1L

disk. PONT-SRITER will nov
print everything for you.
I kaow 21l this =ay sound
like a round-aboat way «of
doing things, but it's not
really that bad.  The
hardest part s knowing
e1actly vhat you vant to do
first!

As you study the actual
TI-WRITER Elle, you can see
that the ‘heart of the
entire  fors  was  the
creation of oae Artist
pictere and 5 Isstance
files. the last Instaoce
file vas 2 saved Instance
of y mame in script. If
you are wondering why my
file starts with the page
lengtk {.PL) dot comaand of
§99, it Is because the page
lenqth default is 66 1lines.
It the bogqus %99 lemgth
vere not uesed, the paper
vould have form fed to the
next page and finished
priating the information oo
the second sheet!

Next month, I will show
you hov to wse PICTURE IT,
£1-ARTISY, and TI-VRITER to
produce a very professional

looking document. Until
then, HAPPY 1-ING!
JIN LUQUR



‘OUR NAME = DATE
‘HE TITLE OF YOUR BOOK |

'HE AUTHOR OF YOUR BOOK

'OTAL NUMBER OF PAGES

.‘.-,

:’. Circ.i;:.-"ﬁthe T"fP‘E l‘:lf book

N Aduenture Mystery "k:
A howance fninal
% Seignce Fiction Myth %
3 Bie /Autobingraph .
EE qraphy % |

In 75-100 words, write what your book was about; Include the name(s) of the
nain character(s). SPELLING, GRAMMAR, CAPITALIZATION, AND PUNCTUATION WILL BE
CHECKED. WRITE YOUR SUMMARY ON THE BACKSIDE OF THIS FORM.

'n your summary, be sure to glve some personal feelings -or views~ of what you
ead (or learned); tell why you chose that particular book, and why you rated

he book as you did.
Bate Jour Rook l

Cirele if it Wwas a
“WIMER”
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White Wiggly Worm Software
F. 0. Hod 178
Seebonl, Ma 071

Hello, I am the White Wigolvy Worm

Hello again. Long time no see! Sorry I havn™t written in a while

but I have been away from my Gereve 9640 what with school and all; =%
Well a5 being disappointed at the lack of responce 1 have received to
this column.  Bubt since I am hare again, and no quitter bosides, I
will rontinwe with thi= eglumn each and every montht. I 0O hope, how-
ever, that I get more letters from vou out there: thie being a rolimn
o the Geneve owner, I would appreciate knowing what Gerneve ogwners
want to hear about the Geneve. 5o if vou have any fguestions, commentc
o critizicms having to do with the Geneve 7440 (and TI-99744)  Crinip —

uters, plesse drop me & letter st the above sddress. I hope to hear
from you soon. But in the meantime, I have some ohscure or undocu-—
mented answers to guestions a Gerneve owner might ask. S0 without Ary

delav, let™s get right to it.

t: My Gereve 9540 appears to be malfunctioning in that I car read from
all my floppy drives, het whengver I Ery to write to anv or all
my drives, the computer hangs and the target disk becomes uselsse aned

nust be =~sformattad, Uh=t shouid I do to get my conputer wor ki mg
agarn'

A #1 Try cleaning the dizk drive heads with a head cleaning kit. This
problem can come up very suddenly if the teads are dirty; that is, the
disk drive works O pone moment and dosn™t work the nesnt. I+ this
doesn™t work the §irst time, try it & second time. To get the heads on
the cleaning disk, I suggest trying to format the disk with the sector
werify option turned ofdé. Afterwards, look at the disk and notice the
dirt cleaned off the heads: do not use the zame cleaning dishk too many
Limes.

A B2 TIf cleaning the disk drive beads dosn’t solve the problem. do the
rolinwing: Reboot your computer and get to the MDOS prompt. Set

the date and time by erntering DATE. Enter today’s date. Enter TIME
arrd genter the current time. The hattery backed—up clock/calendar of
the Genewve can influence the operation of any disk drives coanested
to the computer, making them not work right if the date or time ot
tings =omghow get screwed op.  This can happen rather esacily. ecpe—
Clally when the system hangs o vir btry to ron a non-Genove compati-
ble preoegram. Also, i$ vou boot MDOS and are prompted to esnter the
date and time right away. ALWAYS do sa; dontt just prees enter. This
m2alts that the computer itself$ khnows the current zettings are screwed
up, and should be corrected.

Lt oomartlmes, when uwsing the GPL Interpreter with the Gizneve, I press
@ne of afew keve simotaniouslv, and when 1 releags theze, a key keeps
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repesiing iteelf on the scresn, just as iF I were holding that key
dawn.  This happens mostly in TI Extended Basic (module saved bo disk)
and MyWord. MWhy doss this happen and what =howld I do zbout ik i€ 3+
Hoes

f: You have one of the btwo older keyboards that was svailatle with the
Bengvie: the newsr one does npt do thi=, or =0 I'm told by Myarc.

Cr: these older kevboards, any key csn do this, including arrow by
these will move the cursor around imstead of printing charscters.

Ta stop thizs, sigplv press the effectod ey when it happens and cleasr
st the extra characters, If vou are editing an Futended Dacic
program line when this happerns, deilete everyithing to the right of
Whiere the problem ctarted. Exterded Bazic i5 wvery finicky when rum on
the Geneve.

Welil, I've run oud of spane this monthsy T sure fael glad ftir be bark
wrifting this column again. MNest month, T will riesries 2 mobbhoed bo e
Wwhieh vou could reclaim a disk full (3f filas & f Ny header sectors

get Llown, even the filez fthat have the blown hesdsrc. One wayv this
could Rappen is discussed in the +3§pat queslion ahove, So Until then,
it7s back-to &ochoo! for another semecter: time to get good grades and
continue Lo use your Gereve 540, So stay tuned for Februsry's column
and take care.  Fve now.

VALENTINES DY




Jim Lugue
P.0O.BOX 454

TOLEDO, WA 98391
(206> 864-2948

HOTI " NEW PROGRAMI o

TARTIST PRINTSHOPRP™

Did you type in last
music program? Wasn't that easy?
I hope you learned a little
something about how to compose
muslic on your TI-99. For those
of you who didn't type 1it, the
untitled piece was "Home On the
Range . "

montht's

This month's article centers on
an up-and-coming program
(Hopefully, 1I!'l1l1 have it for
demonstration by the time you
read thls).

Paul Coleman-of recent G.A.P.
fame-has done it again! He's been
working on a package he calls
"ARTIST PRINTSHOP." Those of you
who use "Graphic Lister, Designer
Labels, G.A.P.,and others, know
of Paul's great programming

skills. Everything he writes ls

flirst classt! But, enough of
that.

ARTIST PRINTSHOP comprises three
programs: Banney Maker,

Stationery Maker, and Sign
Maker.

Banner Maker utilizes TI-Artist

Instances and fonts. Text can be
80 characters long; graphics can
be in normal or mirror image. One
has the cholce of automatic
centering of text and graphics or
adjusting it up or down the page;
one also has the cholce of
magniflcation of text and
graphics from 1X to whatever will
fit on the page! Everything
prints out of memory--no disk
accessing. Coples can  be in
single or double density.
Graphlics can be in
front,behind,or on both sides of
‘your message. TwoO different
graphica can alsoc be used, A

better banner program, there
Isn'tt!!

also
Instances and

Stationery Maker
TI-Artist

requiras
fonts,

Your options are: graphic
left,plus text; graphic right,
plus text;or graphlic 1left and
right, plus text. The graphic

could also be ™"mirrored"(turned
left-to-right}. Statlonery head-
ing can have a 1line across the
page(underneath the text and
graphic(s)), or not. If you pre-
fer everything at the bottom of
the page instead, Stationery
Maker will do that also. (The
heading for thls article was done
with Statlonery Maker).
The thirxd program, S8ignMaker,lis,
in my opinion,the Jjewel of the
package. It's a little similar to
PAGE PRO 99, but with some dif-
ferences. It will output a super
full page sign with as many as 5
Instances and two (1 large, 1

sm21ll) font styles; however, each
one can be printed In single and
double size; making it appear

like more than two different font
styles. (See sign sample on next

page) .
Sign Maker comes with 12 (plus 1
blank) unique ready-to-use

borders. Output can be single or
double density, and single or
multiple copies. The neat feature
about this program 1is that Lt
automatically formats {centers
text} everything for you; you
merely enter the text and
graphic(s) information; and
because it ls wrltten 1ln C-99, 1t
is fast!

There are some other valuable
utility programs on the disk that

I won't elaborate on at this
time.

ARTIST PRINTSHOP requires
console,expansion system, Extend-

ed Basic, and printer. The cost
of the three-part package is
$25.00. Oxder from me, or from
COMPRODINE 1949 Evergreen Ave,
Fullerton, Ca 92635. S&H is about
$1|00‘$1050¢

Until next ¢ime, HAPPY TI-ING!
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~ 0¥ FRIEND ON THE LEIFT I9 NOT NEANT TO
( ( E, SCARE YOU--JUST GET YOUR ATTENTION.

WITH THIS PROGRAN YOU NHOW HAUE THE
:___:"-\ ABILITY TO OREATE AlD FRINT HEOGT SIONS

;& LINE THIS ONE. AND YOU CAN USE ANY TI-
¢ ARTIST F'ONTS OR GRAFHICS .

DOUBLE - SIZED TEXT
HEXT TO DOUSLE- %
SIZED CORAFHICS .
OR SUICLL-SIZED TEAT BETWEEN 2INCLE
@ wILED GRAIINGS . THE VARIATIONS HIRE,
NANY . O YOU WILL DISCOVER- - MANY
SIORE THAN QAN BE SHOWN ON THIS SIGH.

TELL YOUR
FRIENDS
ABOUT IT |
THEY WILL

LOVE IT. TOO!
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Thought I°d  pausy  this
sonth fros my usuyal format.
As the title inplies, what
is to follow is a variety
of ideas, comments, and
tips I vish to pass alongp
hopefully, you will fing
sosething vorth your while.

First of all, 1 vish to
thank  JOHN USHER,  GREG
HEDRICK, ~ GARY  CRAWFORD,
MARIA ADLER, and DAM LISSON
for the outstanding effort
and leadership they are
providing the club! As |
read other User Group News-
letters, 1 sadly ses sors
ind nore clubs dvindling in
nuabers and support. We are
indeed fortunate to have
the aforeaentioned people!
[ vould strongly encourage
all of you to drop them a
sessage on the BES, or use
your neviy purchased JIFFY
CARD to say ‘*Thaek You.*

A Tev nonths ago, | learned
of a terrific service the
TI-SLAVES (UTAW) U.8, is
providing, as a money maker,

FOT POURT

RENM CRUNP, Editer, is con-
piling HM:INIDSH and 10N
high resolution qraphics
and clipart; these are then
converted  to  T[-ARTIST
INSTANCES, The clipart is
super! For those of you who
like to use graphics, this
collection is an absolute
sust! The priceis) is we]]
vorth itt For a 10 disk
(56/50) set of graphics,
the price is 420,00, Sets,
or Series, are all archived
on one disk, Printed copies
of the graphics are also
provided. If you wish to
serely order a particular
disk of clipart, the price
is 43,007 1 4 disk order s
$10.00. If vou have 0S/09
capability, the 10 disk
series is only $18.00, At
this vriting, there are §
sots available. Send $1.00
for the first catalog (or
the total anount aentioned
above) top

GRAPHICS CONVERSIONS

€10 TI SLAVES U.§.

3818 ¥, QWENSBORD DR,

NEST JORDAN, UTAH 84084

Be sure to specify wvhich
format you desire {ss5/sd,-
ds/sd.ds/ddr. The  graphic
belov is a clipart waspie,

Hext, some of you wmay not
be avare of a1 publication
entitled HOME

PUBLISHING,

L—@
\] - . -
[\H“:“"}j

by HARRY BRASHEAR.  HARRY
has done a very thorough
Jjob demonstrating the desk
top publishing possibilit-
inx of the T[-994A. The en-
tire 74 page “manual® vas
done vith the TI-9%4A, Not
only does he explain how ta
use such prograas like [I-
ARTIST, GRAPHY »PICASSQ, C56D,
JOYPAINT,FONTMRITER, and
others, but'as a bonus he
provides a disk vith 4 gpe-
cial  programs:  INSTANCE
PRINTER,BOX-1T{a Ti-Writer
utility that places boxes
around text) FONT  CHARTER
(@ utility that |gts you
knov what characters and
sysbols are used in the
TI-Artist fonts you have),
and finally, ARTIST PHOTO-
GRAPHIC(a  wtility  that
takes an Artist Picture( P)
file and grints it in 3
difierent sizes,
prograas  are  invaiuable,
Bince its initial printing,

I additional  supplesent
has been issued. This sup-
plesent, and others to

follow, are all covered in
the original price, $15,00.
NOTE... HONE PUBLISHING is
not a progras; it is aerely
a compilation of what can
be done, vith valuable tips
and short-cuts using pre-
existing prograss. Order:
HARRY BRASHEAR

These ¢

2133 MAIN STREET
KEWFANE, WY 14108,

As a2 special “fphank you"
for those of you that
purchased JIFFY FLYER 3.0
fron ee, here sre some nev
border styles you &2y enjoy
The first 3 vers aade by »e
The last one vas done by Sr
Pat, of Dubugus, [lova.
Thank you, Sister! Load
JIFFY FLYER, At the proapt
43 (Change Border), do a
FCTN §2; enter the 4 hex-
codes for each separate
horder:

TFIFTFIFFFTETCTC
TEIFTFTFIFIF IF 00
FFFFFEFEFFIFIFIF
FFFFFFFFFFFFFGO

FFCOBFBOAFAFABAA
AMABACAF BOBFCOFF
FFO3F BODF 5350355
S50535F S00F DOIFF

FFB5F BF BBSBEBIFB
FBBISEBSF BF BASFF
FFADDFDF AD7 1ADDE
OFADT S ADDFOFADFF

FEFEFCFCFBFBFOF D
ECEOCOCOBOEOFCFC
FFEFTFIFIFIFIFIF
OFOFO707030F 7F 7F

Until next tiae, NAPPY TI-
INGang KEEP COOL THIS SuM-
MERH IR HISFHELF S HIR
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