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EDLTOR/AGEENLER: Ncbert Lag loftapwer

Several sonths have ngw Dassed  since Texas
Instrusents aade their dismaying announcesent that they
were 30in0 to gull oul of the Acee comouter sarket, ang
[ think that ‘things (vou know, things'! are begirning
to settle ot to whers we can begin “to sake some
informed Quesses about what that sove will realiv mean
tous, What follows is. of Course, ay omh ooinion,

First, we have an excellent l:ttle sachine. that is
WCY sore cadable than it turrent Competition ‘i.e,,
Coamodore!. The acst recent mtry, the Peamyt
(IM-FC.Jr.}. is probably more tapable of being the
"ideal’ home compyter than our 99/4A’s, hut we hive the
W's, and unlets we want to SCTap our systems and chall
out ancther $ifteen hundred to tws thousand dollars we
will have t0 sake the best passible use of the sarveloys
[ittle miachines we have, :

Second, it’s pretty sbvious that, beyond offering
repair {exchange' for gur systems, and releasing a smal
valuse of new softwire (sostly gaees and lower level
educational programs}, 11 hax left us oretty much on our
o, [ an somewhat Ditter bt that. 1 try to
understand that the decision to pull out Was 2 business
decizion, ind husiness is business: but, it lsaves 3 bad
tiste tn my south just the sase. In any svent, we
(owngrs and users, nationwide) sust organize our
efiorts, educate aurselves, and supgort one another, (R
OUF MACHINES WILL B€ OBSOLETE BEFORE THELR TIME, for al}
practical intents, )

Third, softwars is the critical elesent, There
Will be no sanufacurer (T1) effort of any appraciable
scale directsd toward encouraging third-oarty softwire
develcoment — certainly not on *he scale we will see
fraa the “surviving’ sachines such as Consodore, Apple,

ang IBM.

Continued en hack ...

FONETRYS NIWTER: _Bicherd Aoberty

The last sweting of the Dallas 7] Hose Cosputer
broup was on February 17, 1984. Despite the prevalenca
of the flu bug, which ket several sesbers it hose,
ittendante was still good. There were five quests in
attendance, three of which paid their annual dues to
becoss wembers. [ would like to welcome the new
mmsbers, ad encourage you to becoms involved in the
ictivities of the club. e have several positions still
opan for 1984, including Hospitality ang Meabershin
toamittes chairaem.

Dur club president, Robert Bayne, wis one of the
seabars out with the flu, o the scheduled progran  was
cancelled. The neeting consisted of reviewing sose new
programs that were brought by varicus seabers, and a3 .
general talk session betwsen seshers anout Yarious
industry rusors, programeing probless, and s0lutions,

For the benefit of the new sesbars, ang otherc who
have just ,oined in recent sonths, | would Jike tg
Mation the Software library, Access to this library ig
cne of the bemefits of being a club mesber. The
procedure for withdrawing orograss fros the library nas
been changing over the recent months. but should be
tinalized by the nmxt seeting. Elenn Ache, lidrary
theirman, will give us the details, and will alsc have
sevral aore updated pages for the software Cataloag.
Hopefully, these new procedures will sake it easier for
sesbers to take advantage of this resowrce,
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1 called Ross Back the next day, and he told me tg !
bring ay whole systes in, again, the following day., He
said to bring everything, even the TV-sodulator. I did,
nd Ross had scraunged an entirely new systes -- new
console, transforser, sodulator, P-Box, card, 32X
seaary, RS-2Z32, disk controller, ¢isk grive, cadles, the

works.

[ took my systes home and have had no probl ess
since (except that I had to take 8y printer back to Star THIS SPACE RESERVED
Micronics to get it repsired, which they did. They now )
have a1 complete TI systes at their DFN offices so that for
they can trobleshoot any probless that pecple with T!'s
have with thier Gemini printers. : NEMBERS' ARTICLES

I want to thank Ross Nillisss, and, incidentally,
Tl for finally getting me back on line. I also wint to
thank bregg at Star Micronics for his elp,

Now, what was wong?

Since the replacesent of ay systam I have been
reaquainting mysalf with ay cosputer,

I have had 2 chance to eiparisest further, and
refine sy understanding of the ways in which TI-WRITER
will sanipulate sy Gesini 10 dot-matrix printer. I have
dlsa had the opportunity to use 5y sodes for
comnicating between sesbers. Our Secretary, Richard
Roverts, sent se his article for this sonth via acdes,
It was the first time | have received file over the
telephone and it was Richard’s first tine to send a file
out that way. Works fing!

I have just discovered StarText, and an sanding in
& applications and, [ also have sasbarship in the
Source. 1 would like ta gut together a ‘directory’ of
thoss nmesbers w0 have accounts  with various
cossunication services, 5o that we could send electronic
nail back and forth.

The dirsctory [ propose would only include the
sesber’s nane and the serviceis) and account nusher(s),
I intend ta propose that we do this at the February
seeting, If you have an opinion on this proposal,
please coms.
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