DALLAS TI HOME COMFUTER GROUP
NOVEMBER, 1984

Meetings: 7100pm, Jrd Friday sach somth
At Narthlake College, Room 3-206, Irving, Texss

) MELT MEETING: Friday, 16 Novesber, 199¢ (((

President: Rohart Sayne
Vica-Prosidents Keith Althar (STARTEIT: 49530) .
* Sscratarys Richard Roberts (SOURCE: TI392; STARTEXT; 777D
Traomerar: Eorl Bul lock
Editor: Aobert Lo HoFfpauer (SOURCE: TIS700; STARTEXT: 3147

This newsletter is the official publication of the DALLAS Tl HIE COWUTER GROLP, & non-profit organizetion serving
asmber/users of the Texss Instrusents /44 HOME COMPUTER. For sore inforastion you ire invited to sttend our next
Seeting or send a SAGE tor DMLLAS TI HOME CONPUTER GROLP, SR, Irving, Texas TSMI.

WVENER MEETING PLAMS: 2 Johe sen

Last aonth our rus of good luck in qutting guest speskers case to 2 scrapching halt. Net only did o prisary speaker
fall by the wayside, but the dackwp dropped out as wall. At first it looked like it weuld lsave Novesber in the lurch
too, but this say turn out mhmdwmmunuum. Mlultmu:unlntruoﬂnm the things
you all sees to liks to do the most.

Mosbars presant in October fesrd Glamw Ashy mplals that frummhmdﬂumﬂﬂnlikryumu
available on disk. He also indicated that the prisary ssthod of distributing softwers sould ba by copying it ot sach
aseting. Since all of you ars qoing to wnt a copy of that list, and will probably wast to copy some prograes as wll,
we thought we’d try to sake that as aasy as possible. So, for the Novesber sesting we plan to have 3 systess w and
ruming ‘the clud’s, Richard's and eine) all night long. By doing so, we shauld all be able to wpdate our libraries as
neaded.

Additionally, Richard Roberts has acquired a copy of Mavarone’s new Data Bise module. He will have it available for
demonstration {ard if wm all holler tnough, he will probably make a little sore forsal presentation of it). Expact to .
see and hear about the CorComp disk controller card dis0, as well as some sore discussion of a clu Bulletin Board systee
[this one say fall ints place yet, despite everyone's sfforts to igeore it),

Bith three systess we should be able to copy disks and desenstrite software at the sase tise, for a change. Bring your
disks (better bring your own cassette deck and cable if you mant tapes), any seftware you want to show off and com on
out for a2 good tise. O, by the way, electricity say be 2 saall probles. [f you have a 'plug strip’ and/or short (but
heavy duty} extension cord, bring it along toa. See you Friday.

WTICEL A NMPMINATING COMMLTTE WILL 2€ APPUINTED AT THE NOVORER MEETING TO WAKE NOMINATIONS AT THE DETDMIER MEETING FOR
OFFICERS T0 BE ELECTED AT THE JARWRY MEETING FOR 1985, 1 you would be willing to serve sither on the cossittes or as
an officer for the next year, please attend.

SLILL LOST & FOMD: a TI Dusiness Analyst 11 calculator — sew Robert Hoffpavar at the seeting.  SORRY I NISSED THE LAST
MEETING'. .

LLERARY_PROCEIURES CHANEE: Gleno Aghe

To those who aissed the October Seeting, I have found it necessary to saks some changes in the operation. First, I have
decided to drop the raquired deposit for checking out material, Second, since ! can no longer provide the unlisttad
free copying of the library Catalog, I have decided to lisit the catalog hard copies to those sesbers who do not have a
disk systen. Those who do have 2 disk systes, you aay abtain a copy of the catalog from ee on disk.



BOUK REVIEN; _Iaa Hesber NIFTY DOQDAD REVIEN: P, . glific

Titles Lontrolling the World With Yow 7199  Naae: Multicard Nifty Doodad
Author:  Lex Luthor Manufacturer: Junk For Less, Inc.
Publisher: SUPERBOOKS, Inc. 1313 Sucker Circle
| Arctic Circle Postofficebox City
Wayupyonder Pricm dust 49,93 + gbh

Prices € 136,000,00
How long should the review be? Mat shauld you say?

A review should be relatively short — froe dbaut one half to a full page shauld tell the reader enough to get their
atteation ind interest, but need not cover every detail.  Threw or four paragraphs should usually do it. Begin with a
short paragraph to introduce your topic and arcuse the reader’s interest. Fallow with one, two or asore paragraphs
telling us sosething about the book-progras-peripheral. Finish with a paragrach giving your apinions sbout the product.
1§ there are negative aspects as well ¢ positive onws, tell ws. Tall us if you liked it, and [why'l

Neabers who ire worried about spelling, grapmer, punctuation, and ather nightasres froe high school days should rely on
their elitor to take care of the details — a witer's concarn is his for har) art.  Budding Meainguays can contact se
-4t ewetings, on Startext. or can sewd it ta the club address on the assthesd and on the return address of this newlster.

EITOR/MGSERR: _Aobert Lee HoFtpaumr -
. !

1 have now been wditing this newsletter for a year, mly sissing teo issues, I hoge that you have besn pleased with the
results, - 1 have tried to put out larger newslutters to shdw what could be done, an¢ I'a sure there are other ideas |
haven’t thought of. My oaly big dissapointaent is the gemeral lack of participation fros the sesbers. ldwally, & club
such as ours exists to shars inforsation; end a newsletter can be the sacond best way to do that. 1 would nCou age
anyone whe has done somathing with his cosputer to shars the experience.  Again, you can just be learnig something basic
about BASIC, but there are sesbers who a2y not be as far along as you are — tell us about it!
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brings the overall size of the wnit ta 10° by 14,5%. When the plastic ara is moved to jts upper extrese it extends
another B.3* beyond the tablet, and 4s result, you need a fairly large area fatleast {2 by 24°) to use it properly.

It was etresely difficult to deaw sacoth shipes (even when tracing thee). This say be a result of the newess and
relative stiffness of the device. [ think it will be a little easier to use as it gets some wear on it. | foumd it
difticult to sove a single pixal for is that pixla?} at a tine.d 1 would move the ara a little and nothing would happen.
Move 1t & little sore and the cursor would jusp 3 or 4 positions, I don’t know if that is a lisitation of the sechanics,
or 3 result of the stifiness. At any rate, an olarged sode (I think its knows a5 "FatBits’ on the Rpple systess, for
exasplel would really be handy for saoathing those shages out.

The softwars is sesy driven and costrolled by three buttons on the tablet. WHith only a little refersnce to the
instructions, it wis extressly ®sy o use, | never encounternd any softwere failures and it perforaed mactly as
described in the ssnual. The product is act intisidating to children, and »y first~yrade daghter (normally not
interastad in cosputer stuff) LOVED it,

Wnfortunately, the TI bit-sap graphics aode has sose limitations. The sost cbvious is the fact that in arow of 8
pixels, only two colors can be used, A line drawing with a single color foreground and a single color background can be
matresely detsiled. Bt whan you begin to #ill in colors, the °2 per row’ rule takes over. As s result, your fina)
picture say look a lot 'blockier’ thaa you anticipated. This is especially apparent vhen using the "tmatured’ colors
since they are made uwp of twe colors to start sith. [t would be nice if you had a light colored grid that could be
Supsrisponad on the scresn to show whare these row bowndaries ary, Doing %0 would let yw aveid some wiplsasant
nrprises,

The softwars allows you to swap any twg colors, to erase parts of the screen (8 pixels wide again}, to $ill eaclosmd
arels with & color and, of course, to draw and clear, You say alvo selact the brush stroke to be usad or the ‘expert’
sode, This mode is expart only in the sease that it allows you to dram precise straight 1ines detwesn two peists,
perfect rectangles and pracise horizontal or vertical lines. Expert sodw alsc allows you to save Grwming to cosmetts,
but 1 was unable to test this festwe. The samual indicates it requiras about 3 sinutes to save 2 picture to tape.

Mou for the good stuff. My kids (and all the neighbor kids) loved it. It is bright and colorful, sasy to use and you
don’t have tc blow up any alims. It weees to be a reat way o get childrn who e not normally interested is
computers to sit dows and use one. The wnit qot na rest at all for saveral days, until oy ton discoversd Planetfall. It
wint unused for a meak or tuo and 1 thought perhaps their interest had wened. But several days ago, thay werw dack at it
aqain, and squabbling over whose twn it ws. This stens to be one that will hald their attention for an extended
priod, .

Without several enhancements (’Fatbits’, save to disk and an averlay grid), I woulde’t use Super Sketch for designing
raphics for ay o prograss. It is, howevar, a lot of fun in (ts own right. The kids are beginning to do things eere
creative than tracing, and 1 think it would be well ussd, | suspict I’s on the way to buying ane of sy omn. Sosstises ]
wish 1I'd never sestioned that it was a gift to the club... U{Editor’s Note: its pixel — Dictionery of Cosputieg. F.
J. Galland. Wiley & Sons, M.Y. 1962

Looping coastructs can be some of twe sost tise _f,?‘ Eg;‘; g:g :;g if:g g;gz 'i‘g
consuaing parts of a progras. Mere ! includs a . ' -
40 FOR N=0 TQ 100 STEP %
WAIC progran (fros MCRuwding) ad the sase SO FOR P=0 TOD 100 STEP %
in FORTH (from yourstruely) which count the o= .
prograa 1 80 IF (P+N+D+Q+H}<>100 THEN =0
nusber of ways to make chenge for a dallar. I 70 Cal+l
sipgast you run both, and tiss thew. 80 FRINT C:
) NEXT P
100 NEXT M
110 NEXT D
120 NEXT Q
130 NEXT H
140 PRINT "TOTAL: *,C



The only requirsesnt to use the disk catalog is that you have TI-MRITER or EDTOR-ASSEMBLER, This should alsg azke it
tasier for sesbers to aid in updating the catalog with cossents ang descriptions of the prograes they have checked aut,

Alsa, T have somehow wiped sut both library copies of *Quick-Copy’, could scaeone bring their disk to the aseting so I
can replace the library copies? '
EIRETARY’S NIWTES: Richard Robarty

Last aonth’s aseting of the Dallas TI Hoae Computer Grows xas on October 19, 1980, The meeting was cilled ta order by
club Secretary Richard Roberts

—

The sinutes froa the Septeser seeting mere resd by Richard Roberts. Gleas Ashe also gave us 2 report concerning the
club software library. We plang to limit the distridution of hard-copy listings of the lidrary contents, due to the ever
increasing size of the catalog, and the cost of copying it for sssbers,

In the future, seshers wha have a disk system wili newd to give Glenn a blank, initialized disk, and M will retun a
copy of the lidrary catalog to you. The disk tiles con then he printed by sach sesber, using TI-MRITER. Memders who do
not have 2 ditk systes, or 3 printer, can still receive the hard-copy version,

Progras director Dan Johasse then gave us the bad news concarning the evesing’s srogras, Scheduled mis Steve Roubik,
froa Personal Peripherals Inc., nakers of the Super Sketch pad. Only twp tays prior to the seeting, A, Reubik
indicatad he was still planning to attend the mseting, but on Friday afternoon, Dam received » call érem his, indicating
that a latw night work session had been called. It seses that the cospany is in a negative cash fiow situation, and they
were crassing to release new versions of the Super Sketch 1] for the Apple and IM computers.

In hix absence, he mas gracious encugh to DOMATE a Supar Skatch pad to the cleb, which Dan picked up and brought to the
seeting. Also, the long promised disk utilities have not besn cospleted yot, 30 we will have to ressin content with
using cassette. Dan indicated that, prior to turning the unit over to Glems Asha, he would work with it during the next
sonth, and give a report to the club.

PRODUCT BEVIEW: Dan Johoses

Product: Supar Sketzh
Manufacturer: Personal Peripherals, Inc.
Prices reportedly froa $45 to 840

ft the last sseting, we had originally scheduled a product desonstration of Super Sketch. Unfortunately, Steve Roukik of
Personal Peripherals was forced to cancal his ppaarance at the last sosent. Although he was unable to be present, ] md
ale to seet with him driefly, st which tise he gave ae ona of the Super Sketch devices far the club (anather piece of
hardware!).

All the way to the meting that night, I struggled with 8y conscience. Mo one in the group knaw that the devics had besn
donated to the club.... I could simply say 1t was sine and I Brought it ilong to Lat others try it out. Alas, it's not
o nature (still, its not safe to drog a bag or two of money in front of '], 501 presented it to the clwh. ! did,
however, suggest it aight be appropriate for me to 'svaluate’ it for the first sonth, defore we made it availadle for
checkout on a raqular basis. This colusn is the result of that evalustion.

Super Sketch is a device designed to allow you to create color graghics on your momitor screen. Different sodels e
offerad for 1 nusber of cosputery, Although the various sodels appear to be physically the sase, the capabilities and
lisitations of sach cosputer sosetises resylt in surprise, sosetises in disappointsent. Many of the graphic exasgles in
the literature wers done on a2 Cossodors C-b4, and the %744 can't wactly duplicate thes. To be fair, 1°s wre that
exaiples done on a 99744 would Arobably use soms techniques not available on the C-b4 as wetl.

To begin with, the unit is often cospared to touch sensitive pads (like Koala, for exaspled. hile it does generally the
sase sort of thing, the mechanisa is entirely differmt. Instead of soving a stylus across 2 sensitive pad, you sove e
md of a plastic are across 2 hard tablet. This sotion is transiated into signale to the software and the cursor is aade
ta save acrosy your aonitor screen. The drawing area is approxisately 8° by 9* and the control sachinisa at the top



