DALLAS TI HOME COMFUTER GROUF
FERBRUARY ., 1999

Meetings: 7:%0ps, Ird Friday sach santh
At Northlake College, Rooa B=206, Irving, Texas

15
»> NEXT MEETING: Friday, 4 Fedruary, 1985 (((

" President: Richard Roberts (SOURCE; TI3952; STARTEXT: 6760
Vice-Fresidents Dan Johnsen _
Secretary: Louis Guion (STARTEXT: 77534)
Treasurer: Ear! Byllock
Editor: Robart Lue Hotipauer (SOURCE: T13700; STARTEXT: 42430

This newsletter is the official publication of the BALLAS TI HOME COMPUTEP EPOUP, 4 nos-profit organizatim serving
sesber/users of the Texas Instrusents 99/4A HONE COPUTER. For more inforsation you are invited to attend our next
Meting or sand a SASE tor DALLAS TI HOME COMPUTER CROWP, AATSPRASERINN; Irving, Teras 7S041.
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] The Dallas 1! Hose Computer Group hag begun 2 two-sonth trial of TINS, a bulletin bosrd by Tl users, for ]
L] I users, using the TI %9-4A, The club is subsidizing the experisest, with club sesbers who wish to use ]
] the BES contributing tem dollars sach for the trial period. If desand for the sarvice indicates that it ]
] would be feasidle to do so, the bulletin board will bu continued inta the indefinite futurs. If you nant |
' to use the systes, you will nesd 2 sodes, tersinal softwars, & user 8, and password,  To obtain a user |
H nusber snd password, you aust be a sesber of the club, and contribute a fair shars for suppert of the BDS s
! systes.  Contact any officer at the seeting, or send a self-addraesed, stasped envelope to the address above.
|
] 1
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PRESIDENT'S SCREEMQUSP: _ Richard Robgrty

It always seess that the start of i new year signals the renewal of long forgotten plans and resolutions frog the
pravicus year. I know that’s the way [ feal right now, as the new club president for 1995. 1 suppase that’s why aost
users groups hold their elections in Janeary,

At any rate, thers are all kinds of ideas, sose naw 2ad sone not S0 new, that we should consider to help isprave the
quality of our users group, and our seetings. 1 believe that 1984 waw considerabie isprovesent in these sreas, but if
what [ hear from the group as a whole is any indication, there is sore isgrovesent to sake in 199,

The new club officers are all dedicated 99/4a users, and 411 have a desire to sake 199% a big success. But, an
important ingrsdient in running a successful clid, ie in spreading the worklosd to as sany people as possible. So,
expect to be called wpon to share the load, and SIVE sossthing to the club, rather than always TAKING. Savaral have
dlready indicated their willingness ta helg, but sore are still nesded. Cose and ask ae what needs to e done.

Nt enough wis said at the last eewting to thank Keith Althar for his zontribution as VP, and then as presidet of
the club during 1984, 1 intended to bring it up, as ha turned the sseting over to se, but the chasce slipped amay, So,
1 would now 1ike to say *THANK YOU KEITH®, it was & job well done, and under the sost unusual of circuastances, sinze the
job was inherited by default,

The club bulletin bosrd systes seses to be off ta a good start. [Intersst is high, aed it is attracting new
subscribers already. Alsc, the "sesbers list® that wis sentionsd saveral sonths age should be ready for distribution at
the February weting,




These who have voluntsersd tg Sirve, deserve your support -- but they also deserve YOur help.  I've harped on thig thene

0 many tises, that I think sosetises that nodody reads what I writes but I know better than that,

Each and every

ssnber should be thinking about what he/she wants out of our club and abost what the club isn’t doing — fing 3 naed, and

HIL it,

W casting your wvote at this Friday's meeting, you can be assurad that the peopls who are ruaning intend to sake ow
Club sare than it is, but their uccess during the year will be dependent on your level of involvesent ane coaaj teent,
They have, sach of thaa, desonstrated their level of invol vesant, and they are asting the coanitaent — now, wil} you?

Final results of the great changasaking race: Ben Johnsen speeded ay original MSIC Chingassker listing so that what took
daoet 2 half howr, took forty ssconds. foditying ay FORTN Cngesskar Vor, 2 dlong the lines that Dan used, it ran s
e and s halé seconds (s rerly & we could tise it.) Wile Dn’s pressatation was short, I thowght it was one of the

sost interesting and informative subjects presanted yet.
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#hat do you think about nasetags? We have used the peel-off version in the past, but with Jittle success. They just
don’t seem to mant to stick to anything, except linoleus. Sinca I think it’s an important topic, ! would lite to
consider some type of persanent nase tag for ammbers, either of the cheap plastic pin-on typs, or even the sore ol aborate
tngrived nameplate. Think about it, and bring your idwas with you to the next seeting.

ELRETARY'S NIMITES: Louig Guign

January's seeting of the Dallas TI Home Computer 6roup was held on January 1B, 1985. The seeting was called to
order at 7:30 P.M. by club Vice-President Keith Althar, The sinutes fros the Decasber seeting were read by Richard
Roberts and were accepted by voice vote. _ ) )

Visitors Mike Crosswhite, Brett Pj jin (now & sember), Howard Mepslet, and Robert Jones introduced thesselves. V.P,
Althar mentioned that sembers and guests gather at Crystal’s Pizza on Airport Frewsy in Irving aéter the asesting. The
Treasurer and Library Chairaan reported on their responsibilitiss.

OLD BUSINESS: Notion was sade and passed to have sesbers pay in advante for reprints of Forth Manuals. Checks were
accopted at the seeting. 9ill Keuth passed out ‘Bulletin Doard Systes Proposal® which elicited much discussicn. A
sotion to initiate a 2Z-sonth trial rus as autlined in his proposal was passed. The zlub will buy an RS232 card and
provide $30 for the trial. Charter subscribers will pay $10 each to supgort the trial pericd. The club’s equipemt,
sarked a5 to ownership by Glenn Ashe. will be turned over ta Bill Xauth to use along with the wuipsent, softwary, and
SysOp duties so generously provided by Bill along with Bob Stutes and Bob Viering. The Mlletin Board Cossittes will
continue planning on the project.

NEW DUSIMESS: Thers betng no floor noainations, the Noeinating Comsittee’s slate of 1988 officars were Mlected by
acclasation, President Richard Roderts, Vice-Prasident Dan Johnsan, Secretary Louis Guion, and¢ Treasursr (re-electad)
Earl Bullock teok office as Vice-President Althar relinquished control with a few words of Nisdon for all of us. The
aseting was adjourned at %15 by vote of the sesbers.

FEBRUARY PROGRAN: Dan_Jchasen

Cose FORTH to the Frbruary seeting, one and all.  (Scund sffect: flovrish of truspets.) Walter Pearson will give
us  @ach an overview of the TI-FORTN systes, including: (1) How to set up your FORTN disk for your systea, (2) How to use _
the two editors, {3} Forth kewords, () The differences between FORTH snd MSIC, and (T} soae of the books, st cetera,
sbout FORTH.  Malter says thers will be & question and answer geriod after 4 short presentation. This is supposed to

be & fundamental orientation for those of us who don’t need to sake change for a dollar froquantly -~ so it sight be
wor thwhi ie,

Witer alsc says, you shoeld bring tuo disks if you haven’t yat got a copy of FORTH; and for thoss whe want 3 copy
of the FORTH aanual theccesary) and who didn’t fay in advance, bring 912,50, No soney, no sanual — fair encugh,

TLAT_RADIU SHCK?:  Louis Guion

Your TI-9/8A consists of a case #MSMD1y, 3 power supply board, 4 wall-plug mounted trangforser, a lkeyboard
assesbly, the sain “cosputer circuit boart®, a vioeo soduiator and cable assesbly, along with assorted cables, sanuals
and plugs, Evan though Cosputer Age, in Prestonwocd Center, advertised comlate consoles at $29.95 in Jauay 30th's
Dallas papers, [ $ind that the conceot of 2 “spare* cosputer, while tempting, is still a lucwry I's nat ready to invest
ine 1 do want sose sacurity, however. What to do, what to do?

Lo and behold, Radio Shack to the rescus! They are selling three of the five 8a;or Cosponents of our Computer 4t
bargain prices. If you ask for part nusber 777-1015 they will ask for $4.9% of vour soney and they will give you a
brandnew video modulitor and cable assesbly. When ! resesbersd that this is onme of the sore trowbiesome of TI's
gadgets, I purchases one for a spare.

You can offer them anather $4.95 and they will trot out part nuster 277-1016. This tiae you will foast wpon a
complete (including power socket! power supply board for the insides of youwr TI-99/4A. This is the board that rasides
under the right éront side of your console and which sakes the case wirs for your Cartridges. Alsoc wars to rast your
right hand, should you be 2 lest-handed typist.



Mow for the qovdest goodis. Do you fear powring Coke in the toyboard? Never fear! Radio Shack to the rescue’ They
vill sall you 2 cosplete, genuine TI keyboard, including the necessary cable and plug for our T1-99/4A console. The part
msber is 777-1017, and the price is a whapping 9293, Yes, that's corract, two dollars and ninety~five cents. Puser
has it that TI pai¢ 921 esch for thess keyboards. The keyboard is one of the new “tan® ones, but it it perfectly in ey
Mack and silver consale. In fact, this article mas typed on the replacesent keyboard. Yes, I just had to try it out,
eves though ay black keyboard was perfectly qood.

These itaes are advertised i3 soacial purchases by the Shack, | e we a1l know why. They are the surplus parts
aide by/for TI that ware s0ld off when TI quit saking our cosputars, They wrs wvidently saapped up by Tandy, and now
hera they are, 4 good deal for us. Take advantage while you can. Stock up on sparss for when there e no sory, If
anyone else knows of other genuine TI parts that sre availadle, let se know at STARTEIT I 775% or on the TIBEE & I'1})
see if we can’t get the news pristad here, :

SOFTWAE REVIEN: Louis Guioe

Prograss DK + AlD -
Sources NET Utilityware
3307 Murl

Nuskegon, Michigan #9442

Pricm $13.00 - disk/ob ject zode -
$22.00 - disk/ohject and source code
wither, ¢ §1,7% sth.

Svtes: 32, disk, and either 1B, M, or E/A

Hot dog! The sailsan has Ioft ae & square, thin package today. Rip!, the packags is open aed out coses sy recently
ordered software, DISK + AID. It is what is referred to as 4 tingle sactoring progras. A guick glance at the Jirpme
sanual tells se that it can be run from Extonded Basic, Mni-Nesory, or Editor Asssmbler, and that it requires a disk
systes with the TX sesory mpansion in order ta be used.

DISK + AID his 25 senu mntries which allow you to view and change may inforastion in CPU ape0ry, GROM seacry, VDP
semory, Of on any disk in any dist drive connected to your Systes. Mow, is that a lot! I'a not surs yot just what the
isplications of all that power aight be, In addition to all of this power, the progras will priat oything you have o
the screen to sither a printer or, if you prefer, to a disk for storage. It handles systens with uwp to 4 disk drives,
and reslly has & cosplete a0 instructive sanual. DISK + AID will search any smsory or disk for fats you wish to #ind,
be it in HEX or in ASCII, and it wil) print to printer or disk al) inforsation between user selected boundaries. It will
80t wash socks, nor will it kesp you fros really screwing up a disk if you goot!

In fact DISK + AID resinds ae of an expanded version of DISK FIIER, fros Navarrone, except that it slso does all of
its magic in console and PED assorins as well aa working with disks, The print action is quite fast, and the layouts of
the prints are useful,

One of the batter features is the saction in the instructios sanual about how to racover dat: that has been [ost or
damged on a diskette. It covers the procedure step-by-stw, and clains that the authors have had 2 7Y success rate in
reccvaring lost data by using his prograa lﬂ following the sanval’s procedurs.

. ’

['d suggest keaping the aanuad opedto ‘mt in operation as there are 5o sany optiony it would be easy to get in
trouble if you push the wong -key at the wong lor right) tise. The sanual is dry reading, but it is required
reading—so dig in’ You can’t say this progras is fm to aperate, nor that it is easy to use, but it certainly does get
the job dane, ’

PRINTER CONTROR, CODES:_ Robert: Loe Hoffoayer

Just before Christsas, I wes at 3 noabers hose to borrow o tape.  He asked for sose halp using the transtiterate
cosainds of TI-WRITER to control his printer. 1 hag not comt prepared, s0 1 asked for his printer sanual to use as a
reference for the correct codes. Mg had 2 T1 grinter (which is really an Epson) 50 I expacted that the codes would be
the same as for ay Geminii. 1 think that they are the sase, however, you couldn’t tell by the sanual. It listed only
i viry fau codes.



For instance, it gave the code (ASCIT 14) to put the printer in double-wide print sode, Dut Dy using ASCII 14, the
double-wide sode is atoaatically cancelled at the md of the current line.  The manual dig nat docusent "Il 27,07,1"

which also puts the prister in double-wids print ecde. I you use this second code, double-wide printing will continue
until explicitly cancelled.

I thought it would be a good idea to publish a list of the codes available on oy Geaini printer. | believe that
the sase codes should work on sost dat-satrix printers bacause aleost all are based on the Epson protecsls. Ta save
space; 1 have only inclused those codes which I think 0seone might use with TI~MRITER, .

COMTROL CODE___  TI-MRITER CODC COUENCE _  FUNCTION.
BEL ? buzzer sounds for 1/4 second
-] 8 prints buffer and soves print-hesd one space left -
50 " turas on dowdle-width sode (canceled by DC4 or a corraige return 1)
8! 13 turns on cosprawsed sode {cancal led by IC
) ] H | cantels S1 sede
oC 4 20 cascels SO aote .
ESC ¥/ - this code used Ln cosbination with other codes for function cantra}
-1 7,48,1 all dats is wnderlined :
ESC- 0 7,450 concels "EXC - {°
BC 4 7,% italic sods
E 3 R cancals “ESC 4°
£C 8 7,% prints svee with paper-out sensar on®
EX Y a3 cancels *EKC O
EX 4 14 software ‘reset® - re-isitialize all parsasters to “power-on® conditions
EC I 7,64,1 ot 10 charicters por inch
EBC 8 2 27,86,2 sets 12 characters par inch
ET B 27,54,3 sets 17 characters per inch
ESC E .8 salects ecophasizad sode
ESC F 2,7 cancels suphasized sooe
ESC 6 nn selocts doudle-strike mnda
ESC 2,72 cancels dowble-strike sode
ESC S 0 27,85,0 sslects soperscript sode
ESC 8 1 27,83,1 selacts mbxcript sode
BT 7,4 . cancels “ESC S !* and "EBC § O
EXC v ! 27,84,1 selects slashed-zoro mode
ESC v o 7,86, 0 cancels slashed-1ero aode
ESC ¥ I 1,87, selects dowble-wide sode (which desm’t turs off until ESC ¥ 0)
ESC o 8,0 cancels double-wide ande
MMM RS G g s 2 5 Lt T .
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