DALLAS TI HOME COMFUTER SROUFE
LML T 1598

Meetings: T:0pm, Ird Friday each month
At Northlake Ccllege, Room B-204, Irving, Tevas

Sy MEXT MEETING: Friday, 16 August, 198 ¢/

President: Richard Roberts (SOURCE: TITSS?; STARTEXT: g7any
: Yice-President: Dan Johnsen )
Sscretary: Lovis Guinn (STARTEXT: T34
Treasurwr: Ear! Bullock
Editor: Pohart Lew Hoéénauer

This rewsletter is the official publizatign of the CALLAS JIHME [OWUTER EPOUP, 3 mom-profit orpanization serving
seeder’users of the Teras Inctrusents 99744 HOME [OWPUTER. * For sore inforsation vou ars invited to attend qur nest
Seeiing or send 3 SAGE to: DALLAS T1 HINE CONPITER SPOP, (BRZvwinesily Irving, Texas 79041,

238=====!===8===:====s'9='_-zs- :II.I‘H‘S:“‘S.SS'333=’=2=====3==

==

SRESIDENT’S SCEENIMP: Pichard Doberts

The dogdays of suseer are upon yy now, and alresdy sur thoughts sre turning to SMOW. Wouldn't that be 3 wonderéul
relief! Well, we all know that’s not geimg to happen, 5o let’s turn gur thoughte to something real, the August User fram
meting.

The orogram this month will be 3 dugl me. once again, hubt we ire going to sodify it from our past attempts 3t two
prograss,  The plan is te have a3 short program at the beginning which will cover BASIC programaing concepts, This
rortion of the progras {e schedu'ed to Yast no more than T0-4% minutes, and will e an on-going Jrocess, wharshy the
concepte covered 3t ene sesting will be exnanded on at the nest, Pobert Hodfpauer will pressat thig orogran each morth
for the next several months, and will perhaps Mave sore to say about it later in the newsletter.

Then, the eecond part of the fugust seeting will he spent reviewing GRAPNY, a grighice generation program which was -
22t adeaeately depsonctrated sraviously,

Hopefully, this style of menthly Frogram will satizfy the needs of novice and evoerisnced computer veer alive, It
it sosething that the Evecutive Board has discussad 3t great length, in crder to sest the needs o¢ 25 many geshere e
rossible,  If anyone has further ideas. or caaments, 1 would cortainly be glad ko hasr froa yeu, 3% would any other club
offizer, Pleage epeak ur, and et ue bnow yaur thoughts,

Tongratulationg %o the raféle winners last month. !scgens Oshorng won the softwars raffls, and chose the Togch
Yourssl® Basic caesettes. 407 finally, we were ablg +o hold the disk drive raféle. and i% was won by David Myrbin,

Cptesher, the ratfle is coen to anyone in atteadance, senber 2r quest, and i sntared by enclosing 31 §1 domgbion in
an envelans, and dromping it in the raffls how g* the tign=in tzble, Be sure to write your name on the snvelene, and
‘aml drom tn azke 33 many donations ax /o0 like, Enveloges are available 3t the gign=in takle,

The itoms licted below will he offered for the Rugust raféle, f-nm which the winner may chosge sns iteq.

- ADVENTIRE sodulse, Seat* ddams ‘rissetbs verwinn)
* MLTIPUAN coreadehee’ prograe
© Adventure Editar nponrap

f2r those megbers on the Everuti-e Board, the navt ageting will be Saturday, Ceptester 7. It will hegin at 1:00 pp,
3 7y SO 9
3t Lovis Guion’s houea, ! would likg tp peint oub that thiy mesting ig not -losed te cther club neabere, i thgra gre



don’t worry that vou will fail tg include sosething crucial -- you predably will,  But by geing through the steps
outlined above vou will prodably forget fewer critical elesents than if you hadn’t gone t» the trouble to aake the 1ist
in the first place,

After you have done this, stil] using your pencil, but using a few acre chests of paper, draw soae rough sketches of
any output {including display scresns) that you have listed, abave.  These don’t need to be elaborate, but should give
the genersl sense of the fpacing of the different elesants, Graph Paper can be handy, but is not essential,

I$ you will %e reading from, or writing to disk or lape files, vou should layout the structure of the records in
each f#ile used. Decide how many fields each record will contain, 4nd whether 3 particular field will contain nuseric or
alphabetic data. Decide whether the data should be keot in internal or display forsst, This usually depends on
whether the data will be displayed on the screen or used only in internal zalculations. Decids whether the records are
to be of fixed length or variable length,  This deoends on whether the data in the record fislds will be of variuble
length,  Finally, decide what the maxisus length of each record will be, 3¢ up the nusber of alphadetic Characters,
ad one for each alphabetic field, and add vight for each nuseric field.

Now, put it all amay, and Fix yoursels i glass of leaonade, or now the lawn — it oprobably nesds it, wine does.
Sleep on it., Then go back and review what you've done. If you think you have covered al] the bases, then you are
ready to start designing the progras. Notice that ! did not say that you wers ready to start coding tha program, bot
designing it, More on this aspact of arogramaing next month.
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