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Meetinge: 7:00pm, Ird Friday each sonth at Northlake College, Pros B-241, Irving, Texas
¥y NEXT MEETING: Fridav, 15 Movemher, 1985 <</

President: Richard Foberts (3QURCE: T13552: STARTENT: 8740 Yice-Fresident: Dan Jchnsen
Secretarys Louis Guion (STARTEXT: 77534 Treasurars Earl Bullack Editor: Robert Lee Hoffpauer

Thiz newsletter iz the efficial publication of the DALLAS TI HOME COMPUTER BROUF, a non-profit arganization serving
sember/users of the Texas Instrusents 90/4A HOME COMPUTER. For wore information vou are invited to attend sur nest
seeting or send a SASE to: DALLAS T1 HOME COMFUTER SROUP, 122! Mosswood, Irving, Texas 75041,
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PRESIDENT®S SCREENDUNP: Fichard Poberts

We're tast approaching the end of another year, and BOY, has it ever gone fast! As a group, we've done a lot of
things thic vear, and we've seen lots of new, exciting things smerge for our beleaguered little 99/44, as well iz the
orosise of many gore. It’c almoet time to start giving serious thought to nest year, esperially regarding the future of
our Usere Broup.

In accordance with the group’s Constitution, T will be appointing 2 Nominating Cosmittee at the November aeeting.
This conmittee will be charged with the task of nosinating a slate of officers to sarve for 1986, The period of i
from the Novesber meeting until the Annual Meeting in January, when the elections will be held, is a most crucial period,
You car make an impact on this process, by speaking out when gpinions are solicited, ar by velunteering vourself far
those pesitione which will be up for grabz, A Brief puestionnaire will be handed out during the meeting, exnlaining the
function of the Noeinating Committes, and asking you for your input in thic iaportant decision-making process. The
questicnnaire will be collacted the eame night, and the results will be used by the Nominating Comsittee when it holds
it’s meating later in the manth. I hope that each and every member whe is concerned sboub our future will wmake everv
attempt to be there,

By the time you receive this newsletter, we chould now speething regarding the application we have filed with the
Dallas Computer Cauncil. We are seeking affiliation with the OCC, in order to broaden the scope of our ability to serve
cur members.  While we have enjoyed the use of the facilities at North Lake College, it does sees that sur status iz on
shakier ground now than anytine in the past, The use of the facilities must be renswed each semester, and it appesars we
tould te squeered out, due to an ambitious growth in night-time community cources. While it hazn’t happened vet, the
handwriting is on the wall.  The Executive Board also feels like the lack of appropriate space to hold Special Interest
broup meetings ic a deterrent. If approved for affiliation with the ICC, we would gain acrese to the wide-ranging
facilities at the Infusart, not only for the SI6 meetings, but for sur main geeting as well. It should be painted out
that cur application with the DCC ic non-binding. If we, 3= & group, should decide that this ie not the right move, the
application aav be remaved, and na hars has been done, However, if we were io defer the decicion to some point in the
future, the apportunity may very well be lost forever. The Infomart, s imeenze as it is, has a rapidly diminishing
capacity, and it's expected it will be closed to newcomers very soon. There will tertainly be some discussion of thic at
the Novesber meeting, =a once again, be sure to be there,

Concerning the prograg far the Novenber seeting, things are still 2 bit undecided at this point. Assuming that
there will be a great deal of diccussipn about the sventz mentioned sbove, there aay not be such tise for anything else,
except for another installeent of Robert Hoffpauer’s tontinuing "Pragramaing in BASICY series. [ have zeversl “irons in
the fire" right now, but neither of them are juaping forward, so perhape they can be caved for another meeting,  The
ratile for Novesber i another question mark., 1 have a couple of programs on arder, but have not received thes yet. We
still have the two Adventure prograss, but right now, 1 don’t know what else will be available. Suffice o say, you will
be pleased. The raffle is open to anyone in attendance, be they guest oF mesher, and will only cost you $1,97 ner
donation,  You may enter zc many tises ac you desire.



Pemeaber, Movember 15 ic the day, and 7300 pa iz the time, for our next general meeting, ! hope o see everyone
there.  The next seeting of the Executive Board will be Saturday, November 23. The sseting starts at 1:00 pm, 3t Louis
Buion’s house. Be swre to mark it on your calendar.

NAVARDNE MOVES TO DALLAS: Richard Robertc

Just zince the October aeceting, it has come to my attestion that Mavarone Industries hae nmoved their corporate
headquarters, az well as production facilities for their 99744 seftware, to Dallas., It seens that Charlice Althar had
some reason to call them, and did se, only te find out that they had a new number. Isagine her curprice when she heard
that it had & "214" area code. Below are excerpts frum my Startext TI Newsietter of October 28, that will give vou more
details concerning thisz asove.
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Mavargne moves to Dallas

T talked to Will Hadley, Mavarone’s Dirsctor of Marketion, reqarding their recent mova from Silicon Valley to
Siligen Prairie [Dallas). The reasans were purelv economiz. In the last several years, Navarone went through several
taves, alwayes naceszitated hy the rapid growth they were experiencing. In fact, they had bhecome alacst impossible to
keep up with, thev moved so often, Then, at happens with most up-and-coming companies, thev reached a level that could
not be svrpassed without a large influy of capital, It was either level off, eventually tc ctagrate and die, or sell-out
ta 3 company that could provide them with the such needed capital to continue their wpward expansion, It was, of
tource, the latter option that Mavarcne chose, entering into 3 stack-swap arrangesent whersby Retre Technigues acquired
Navarane,  They seea to be verv pleased with the position they now find themselves in, They have sore phons lines than
before, as well as a larger staff. They aleo feel like their production and distribution capabilitiee will he isproved,
ac well,

! aleo asked about +future commitment to the ©9/4A product line, and was assured that thi= move was in no way a
signal that they may shift away from it, although they report that certain software projects are on hold right now, for
sarizus reagons, dne of shich is a lack of guality machine lanquage prograsmers. The resulbc of the HYWAY progras have
been territly disappointing, also. The final decision has not been made regarding the status of the HYWAY program, but
they sre not proceeding full speed zhead with it, either, The HYWAY progras was ctarted recently, and allowsd regiztersd
User froume to receive an evsluation copy of selected software.

A1l in all, T think Navarone's re-location to Dallas chould have a beneficial impact on us, lecally., and hopefully

will provide the catalyst they need to serve the TI community even hetter than thev have in the past. The new address
and phone number fur Mavarcoe is listed below.

Navarone Industries

183 Judd Court, Suite J04E
Dallas, TI 75243
213-477-111B

SECRETARY’ S MINUTES: iouwis uion

October’s meeting of the Dallas 7@ Huse Computer Broup waz held on Detober 18, 1985, The weeting was called to
order at 730 P.M. in room B-204 of Northlake College by President Richard Roberts. The sinutes from the September
seeting were not available. Treasurer Earl Bullock presented his report to the group,

Three of the five visitors present joined our users group. They are Dennis Arzberg of Carrollton, Harry Latham of
Benbrook, and Blessings of the Spirit Ministries represented by Tome Carr and Mike Neu of Irving. The ather visitors
wers Charles McFarland and Pobin Llsst, both of Ballas. Additionally we have had Thomas Gunn IIf of Dallas, And MHalter
Head II of Arlingten join as mesberc and Ellen Kraamer of Ringwood, New Jersey, and Marion Swope of Dallas have joined us
as newsietter subscribers.



NEW BUSIMESS: Fresident Roberts made a3 plea for a cassette librarian and the Secretary again explained the azmner
i shich meshers should obtain copies of programs from the club’s public dosain library.

Robert Moffpauer presented the 3rd in his series of *Prograsming in Basic" lecturee. He discussed and reviewed the
tirst two sessions held aver the 1ast two months and accepted suggestions from the flaor ac to the direction the graun
wanted him to take. From this input Pobert expanded hiz previcus explanation of records and filee including OPEN/CLDSE
and format,

In the monthly $1 raftle, Harry Lathar won, and chose Microsoft Multiplan from the three offerings,
An "Doen Forun® was held. A couple of the highlights were the announcement by Lee Oman of a need for 3 I
expansion card for his P-Box and someone elee had a Parallax Interface unit for zale.

The setond educational progras for the evening was gresented by Loviz Buion in 2 mad frenzv to demonstrate the
complete dizassembly of a T1-99/8A consple, s TI Peripheral Expanzien Box, and of three perfectly innocent 27 -height
dist drives  (which did not work anyway, sc there was no danger there). First the console came apart, right down to the
board level. Mext the scrows flew, and the P-Box was laid bare for internal inspection' Invited quest, Bruce Palmer cf
B K Zomputer Service (214-734-B628) was pleased to ses what he believed was business in-the-making for his cospany, which
specializes in TI repairs. Well, was he disapcointed; when re/asseabled the comsole and the P-Box worked fine, and beet
of all the intentional dropping of one of the disk drives restored itc stepper motar to functionality., Louis had &
rig-roaring goed time, and hapes veu did too!

The meeting adjnurned to Crystal’s Pirza st arsund 9145 BN,

HOLIDAY BISKETTES: Louiz Buion

I you have any holiday seacon programs vou would be willing to chare with the group, please bring them to the
Novesber meeting. We will be miking a Christmas Bisk for the club library. If vou would like a copy of the resulting
dizkette, pleace bring an initialized dizk and a stamped mailer to the meeting so we can mail you a copy of the Christmas
Digh,

To chtain copies of other dickettes in the library, bring an initialized dickette and 2 writen request as to what
disk numbers you wish copied. Your copies will be returned to you at the December seeting, or if vou prefer, intlude
$2.00 per diskette renuested (on vour disk, resesber) Yo cover the cast of 2 mailer and postage. Additicnal copisg of
the abbreviated catalog will be zvailable at the meeting,

Getting Down to EBASICs; Fobert Lee Moffpaver

Thie aunth’e lopic l= conditicnals,  There are many times when, depending on come condition, we would like tp take
ene or another of two actions.  For instance, in a payroll application, when an esployee has logged more thar fortw
hours in cne week we will want to pay time-and-a-half for those hours over 4orty, but only straight-time for those hours
up ta and including forty. Conditionals let uz test and decide in gur code what to do.  We have heen uzing
conditionals all along, but we need %o logk at thes directly, as their use can be critical to our cuccess in prograsming.

The User’s Reference Buide (TI) covers the IF...THEN...ELSE ctatesent begining on mage II-S3. ds aluavs, the
frer’s Reference fcide ic the prisary reference cource for pragrassing in TI-BASIC ‘conscle BASICY.

The primary conditional structure in BASIC is the IF,,.THEN...ELSE statement, The programmer sets up 3 conditian
to be tested (IF X=0,..). If the condition evaluates ae true, the prograe will perform the action indicated by the
true-bramch 1., THEN 380 ...), If. on the other hand, the condition evaluates as false, the program will not
perform the true-frarch, but will either *7all throegh® to the next statesent or perfora the false-brasch 1.,

ELSE 7301, :

What,. sxactly, do we mean by "evaluates to true,” or ’evaluates to false? Try the licting on page I1-3Z, Thic
shart progras allows you to enter a value for ¥ froe the keyboard, then tells you whether the value you entered will



evalute %o trup or false.  Ae you will discover, zero will evaluate tc fales while all cther values will svaluate to

true. We can evaluste very sisple expressions or quite complex exprestions, and these expressigns can be evaluated
alene or evaluated across a relaticnal operator.

There are several relational operators:

z EQUAL TG 4 LEES THAN
3 BREATEF THAN €= LESS THAN or EQUAL TO
»=  CGREATER THAN or EDUAL TC ¥ NOT EQUAL 1D

fdditionally, BASIT provides the ability to test !in ane statement) whether hoth of two e:pressione are true,
whether one of twe auprescicne for the pther or both) are true. These are the lepical NP and the lopical 0P
functions. For instence, in & payrall application, we might have our program Iook st the hours logped for a particular
day, and test whether the hours worksd were mare than eight OR whether the hours worked for that day gluz the hours

warted so far that wesh were qreater than forty — in either case we will nezd to nav avertime.
IF (HRSDAY}B)+CHEEEQY+HREHK>40? THEN ....

The plus-sign (¢} ic the OF ogperator, the times-cign (X i tne AND cperatar,  This may seea @ bit clumsy at first,
but it iz easy to get vsed to.  You will notice in the example given above that the two conditicnz are iselated by the
use of parentheses.  The plus-zign between the wy conditions is read 3s “OR°,  Likewise, we could have used "7 4c
test if both conditicznz were true.

4t the Dctober amesting, those in attendance exprecssed their intarest in file handling, so at the Movember meeting we
will captinue with that topic. I have a fairly short proorar that -reates 2 file of sena recorde, and arders these
gencs in very interesting way called linked lists, 1 ale: #i1) have a challenge #cr those who are not 'advarosd’
programmers, yet.

FOR SALE:! C~ITOH "Gorilla Banana” Printer and AXIONM
"Farallax-T1" direct conmect rarallel inberface.
$158,.986, Frinter and interface is less than ong
wear old and is identical to the RAIOM GPR188, still
zald For $253 by Tex~Conk.

Call Jon Hodges at (21469034258 evendin9ds
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DALLAS TI HOME COMPUTER GROUF
1221 Maosswood Flace
Irving, Texas 75041

FIRST CLASS MAIL TO:

MEMBER 7 EXP: 92086
DAVID R. AXBERG

2517 WILLOWDALE DRIVE
CARROLLTON, TX 75004



