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Are you Bored?
In a Rut?

That's right, friends—the Famous Hack-
ers’ Schooll Now you can learn the ins
and outs of Hacking in the comfort of your
own home, as you prepare for your new
career in this fast-growing hi-tech field.

Just imagine the lock on your friends’
faces when they learn that you are a Cer-
titied Hacker! As o Hacker; you will be
smug in the knowledge that no corporate
computer system is sufe from your -alents.
You'll be dble to sleep late, and never
have to worry about your bank balance
againt

Under tha watchful eyes of our anony-
mous instructors—noted Hackers all—this
rorrespondence course will teach you the
finer points of password plundering, sys-
tem access level boosting, data destruc-
lion, and electronic banking. .

And Fomous Hockers' School offer
something that no other school offers:
Backup career guidance. This special
course module will show you how to tum
your eventual arrest into a media event,
a bestselling book, and a secure position
as a computer security eonsultant!

Just send $50,000, ond we'll rush your
FHS starter kit to you via the fastest cour-
ier available. This jompacked starter kit
ncludes the following:

® A deluxe 486 computer system,

complete with 9600-bps modem
and cur propriefary “TeleHack”
software package

Looking for a New Career?

If s0, we have the answer to your problems . . .

~ The Famous
Hackers’ School

14 September 1990

® A set ¢f passwords to the major
‘ corporote computer systems you'll
access during your studies -
® A twenty-gigabyte optical disk
for storing. looted data
® A collection of timed viruses for
your personal use
® Official FHS membership card,
recognized by beil-bondsmen the
world cver :
® A complete se! of course manuals,
cleverly disguised as obsolete op-
erating system manuals
Bonus! Serd your morey before Friday
the 13th, ond we'll throw in our fomous
“Build-a-Virus” kit, complete with two-
page, illegible photocopied instruction
sheet, at no axtra charge!

Get started as a Hadker today—and
have more fun tomorrow!

The Famous Hackers' School
A Division of Bizarro Enterprises

Qur Moto: )
Nobody likes a hacker . . .
but that's OK, because they'll be sorry!

Send $50,000 (check or money order; no
cosh or credit cards, please) to:

Foamous Hackers' School
P.O. Box 312
Miifard, OH 45150
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Attn: Michael A. Banks, Chief Wizard
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THE FRENCH CONNECTION
by Thierry Weber

September, the end of summer, the start
of 1lon {(quiet) schocl days. More time
to spend on pet prqgects forgotten since
spring. ~ Also, with the soon arrival of
fall, will come the time =o think about
lining ug the names of those who will be
%8ad1ng he ¢lub for not-so-far-away

This year, 1t 1is_particularly crucial
that we start early, so that® we may
achieve the goals ~that this executive
comnittee has set for itself. It is now
time, I believe, that those goals be made
public.

Recognizing our shortcomings and
analvzing "our problems, we weré able to
recognize some facts that, although not
evident  in our concerns for the
well-being of the club and our dedication
to always keep DTIHCG in the forefront of
the TI community, do affect the way we
feel towards the TI 99/4A. '

Let's be honest, it 1is hard for these
officers to keeg the same excitement
towards our little machine when most of
us alsc own and use a DOS-based machine
and use it much more than our TI. Don't
get me wrong now, none of us would give
ug_our TI for anything in the world. “But
still, the fact of the matter is such
that we beslieve that it would be best for
the club that new people were to come
forward to f£ill the key positions at the
head of our club for the coming year.
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Several of cur appeintments have alread

attempted to begin that process. 0

course, last month's new ap§01ntment‘ of
John Bu1e.jumgs immediately to_mind,__But
we are going to need more people, willing
to take the time and give the dedication
that | the DTIHCG desérves. The "old
guard” will always be there of course, I
nyself have a few ideas on how I could be
active after my tenure as president. The
soponer prospective officers would let
themselves ~ be known the better the
current committee would be able to assist
them in getting acquainted with their
positions.,  The club needs someone K that
uses_his (or her) TI on regular basis and
still has the excitement that we all had
for it. We tru1¥ believe that the future
c¢f the Dallas I Home Computer Group
depends heavily on whether we are able o
carry out our_ "rejuvenation program and
get ?e§ pecple into the key positions of
éur club.

Although the situation is not _desperate,
it is urgent encugh that I send this
agpeal at this time.  If you_ care about
the club, please come forward. Show your
support and help us keep the future of
the club be the brightest of all.

Now, on the lighter side, this month is,
of course, the “month we welcome Chris
Bobbit: from ASGARD for our last quest
speaker_of the_year. If his presentatioen
is _ only hal as interesting as it
rom%ses to be, we're in for® a real
reat...

I want to, thank everyone invclved in
raking this possible, and most
particularly Ron Ferguson and his family
who will be sharing_their home with him.
Be sure to come earlX to INFOMART as this
rromises to be a really good meeting...

See_ you Saturday....

Remember, come
early.

September 1990
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TML FOR BEGINNERS
by Jim Lesher

I wish I could take «credit for this
one. It was leached out of the DEMO disk
ard modified to make this continous
display. The delay time_  can be changed
bg chahging_the 300 in 1ine 90. Notice
that the colers change for each flower.
You can change the size of the petals by
changing 06 in line 30 and the
cocarsenéss of the petal by changing the
8 in line 30.

! LOAD THE MISSING LINK PROGRAM
BEFORE RUNNING THIS.
! FLOWRG®

FOR C=0 TO 068 STEP 4
A=A-1-14*(A<4)
FOR Z=-1 TO 1 STEP 2
FOR Y=-1 TO 1 STEP 2
CALL LINK("CIRCLE",96+Z*C*.7
120+Y*C*,7,C,12,7.5-2%2.5-Y%72,A,1)
NEXT Y :: NEXT Z :: NEXT C

0 FOR D=1 TO 300
100 NEXT D

110 CALL LINK("CLEAR")
120 GOTO 30
130 END

~ovn bl N
coo oo o O
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Transition System
by

David R. Axberg

LATCHKEY By Jim Stewart

Not one new member joined the DTIHCG last
month! This 1is a  trend we can't live
with...very long. Please start thinking
how YOU can, encourage other TI 99/4a
owners to visit our meetings to find the

kind of rt and help we have support and : CHRIS BOBBITT

help ¥Qu have received. September will

be a Tine time to bring a friend with you

to hear Chris Bobbitt.” As publisher “of | This program could easilg be called  the

Asgard News he is an 1informed and best "of our "1990 Guest Speaker" series.

articulate spokesman for our favorite Chris Bobbitt is known rnot only as the

computer. gwner manager, and chief executive of

.. . i Asgaré Software; the ublisher of Asgard

We started a new advertising campaign of News; and board member of CompuServ and

sorts last month. We took a table in the GEnie; but he is also given credit for the

Vendor  area, and displayed our own ~ sponsoring of such prdojects as "SPELL IT",

billboard, extolling the virtues of .our and "PAGE PRO".

computer . with oan_ some .minor ‘

exaggerations. We'd ike to displa ; Thig young man has been one of the

graphlcs or any visual work you are prou ‘ leading-edge thinkers of the TI 99/4A

énough of to "bring in, s0 that real community. he has been constantlg striving

output tells the whole truth. for new andd innogative_ wayst o use Qgr
. . . ' computer an endeavorin o) rovide

This is a direct appeal to all REMOTE . application software thatg addressgs the

DTTHCG members. There is quite a bit of |  current user needs and preferred access

discussion going on_how Dbest we could | methods.

provide more help and services to the :

members who can't attend our regular In m previous conversations with him, he

meetings. Since our dues Jjust barely has been  informative, interesting  and

cover ~ direct rinting costs of our entertaining. I am, looking forward _to

newsletter, some feel new remote members hearing and seeing this young man in action

add costs but no revenue. But others at our next meéeting onh Super Saturday at

fear the real danger is burn-out of our ‘ the INFOMART! !

experienced members.

There are only two facts I am really sure ‘ 8C-COLUMN CARDS

of : we have peogle who care and want to

help our remote members, but other than

cne phone call from Ray Russell for hel I have been informed +that_ DIJIT Systems

en “the latest TI "BASE Version.... ?roduction of _the (2)dvanced (V)ideo
h

-

haven't received a single request or P)rocessor (Clard has come to ar_ end;
letter ASKING for any kind of assistance. owever, support of the existing AVPCards

The DTIHCG has been _and is meant to be a will continue -- but for how long” I _ don't
helpful rescurce., If you are here, speak know._ This is unfortunate. I consider the
up and ask; but if you are remote, wrize - 80-¢olumn modification one of the top 3
to our PO BOX 29853, Dallas, TX 75229 and modifications any 99er user can make to his
let us know what kind of heig you need, ‘ machine. It 1is, by far, the most
and whether or not you'd be willing o roductive in terms ~of word processing.
pay special postage, .packaglng,_ and/or he 80-column version of Funnelweb 4.31 1is
costs of disks to obtain such assistance, as functional as any word processor on the
Let us hear from you...... that is, if market today. When' used¢ in conjunction
you want to hear from the D T I HC G!!! © with +the X MEG RAMDisk, Funnelwéb is as

good as you can get using the TI 99/4A.
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The 80-column _version of Telco, version.

2.3, 1is at 1least in the 3 star category.
The ANSI format feature allows for zccess

to many DOS-format BBS's that we would not
normally be able to enjoy. The graphics on
these -boards are truly amazing (The IMAGE

Factory, Oyster Stew,  and DFWUG). The
"F7 HELP" feature that allows you access to
the "pull-down menu" is also nice for those
times when you are unable to remember the

groper commands.  Eighty columns on
ompuServ _and GEnie _also rovides for
faster reveiws of E-Mail and or entering

"Quick Quotes”.

I promise you that if you use MULTIPLAN
once you have worked Wwith it in 8
columns... there is no_way that anyone can
convince you that 40 columns is acceptable.
You can ~see more of your work at one time
and you can _easily maneuver through the
document much faster and more easily.

The least roductive but the most
entertaining of the 80 column advantages 1s
the GIF display characteristics. Viewing
graghlcs that approach the clarity of  35mm
slides on vyour TI 99/4A is an experience
that even {our IBM friends will envy. I
have downloaded GIF files from CompuServ,
GEnie, IMAGE Factory and other BBS's that
are truly fascinating.

I am glad to see that ASGARD is now taking
orders for 80-column cards. More and morée
software is being written to address the
80-column card characteristics. You will
not believe what is in store for you when
og u see Funnelweb's "DISKREVIEW" option 1in
80-¢olumn format. It is impressive.

See you on Super Saturday! David Axberg.
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The next logical <choice may be an RS232
adaptor. If ycu don't have a FE box, ycu
will have +to go with a sidecar- style
device. These are also in abundant supply
and should be ver reasonable to obtain.
The RS8232 device will allow you to, access
the world by a modem, or drive a printer to
create lists, letters and screen dumps.

I will probablg continue my discussion c¢f
the unexpande TI next meonth. Until then,
remember to buy _those raffle tickets and
support your club with donaticns of unused
equipment? I am presently working on some
double disk_ drive cables and hope to have
them available by the next Super Saturday
meetlng. We still have much_ hardware
available to our members. Don't forget to
check _out the stock at Next Step for that
special little something you need. Looking
forward to seeing everyone soon.

Using TI. "Butch" Spill

"
MEMBERSHIP DATES CHANGED

How long has it been since you reall
looked "at the 1label on your DALLAS 9;
INTERFACE? Quick, now---without _peeking,
what information 1is on the_ label 1in
addition to your hame and mailing
address?

There's one line above your printed name
and it contains two pieces (o}
information. At the left, vyou'll see

* either "MEMBER" or "GUEST". At the right
is "EXP:", followed by a date.

The date_ _is when ¥our membership in
DTIHCG will expire. f you lock at your
past 1issues and  compare them to August
and September, you'll see a difference.
In July,_, your Executive Committee voted
to simpli X our record-keeping by
changing al membership dates +to the
first diay of the month. Each member's
date was moved forward to the first of
the *NEXT* month, giving each member
anywhere from 1 to 30 "days of free
membership. Please help us g renewing
your membership promptly when due!




i
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As usual, the activities of the _evening
were as varied as our members, fulfilling
the promise of the name of this meeting,
that o¢f working on anK member 's "NEXT
STEP" in computing. At these gatherings,
we almost always have people_on hand who
can help with almest any proklem you ma

be experiencing--and 1f not, we can a

least point you in the right direction!

If you're not attending NEXT STEP, you're
continuing to miss one of the” best
benefits of being a DTIHCG member! Plan
to Jjoin us September 28 _ at _the Morton
Hospital Cafeteria at the Blood Center at
Wadley, anytime after 5 PM. Remember, we
quit about 8:00 and go to _Dunston's_  for
those great hamburgers and Blue Bell Ice
Cream and more talk—-we'll have a place
for you!

Memorizing the
- command lanuage for
_‘ - TIl-Base is just too
i much for me today ..
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HARDWARE AND HACKING:
From the Hardware Chairman

Hello to all the happy  folks 6 using the
TI/994a. This month's article will focus on

two subjects. One wi _ e
telecommunications, and the other will be
using an unexpanded system. There may _be

some  gquestion why I chose thege topics™ that
seem so _different from each other, but read
on and find out how I will tie them
together.

As everyone knows by now, one of the prinme
uses for your system can be talking to other
users via the modem. A direct connection
can be made, using a simple extended basic
program and RS232° card, but also, more
conveniently bg using a telecommunication
Eackage and” a BBS. Using just an extended

asic grpgram to communicate may be simple,
but that 158 the primary weakness, it is
simple!  Features such "as_ 6 file transfers,
ocnline picture viewing, timers, and _auto
dialers_  can_ wreck havoc to your _simple .
extended basic program and make 1t_bu1kI and
complex to handle. So let's Jjust leave
these types of programs out of the picture
for the moment and talk about using some of
the common E/A type programs that are
available.

The intent of  this article is not to rate
one telecommunication package against
another, rather it is to raise the awareness
that these programs K dg exist. I realize
that most Eeople within the group have used
Fast-Term, Telco and Mass_ Transfér at one
time_ or another. I will only touch on the
brogd details and outstanding features of
each one.

;‘Let's begin with Fast-Term. Fast-Term is a

simple o use full-featured terminal
emulator. You will find that after learning
all the keypress routines, this program i8§
fast, reliable and takes gg a limited amount
of disk space. X-modem file transfers are
supported, along with the more common
logfiles [spooled " to disk or printer) and an
interrupt driven timer. I learned to
communicate tc¢ BBS's with Fast-Term and
found it to be a satisfactory program that
anyocne can_ use. I feel the outstanding
feature of Fast-Term to be the actual size
of the program and the speed at which file
transfers may ke made.
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The next program I would like to discuss is
Mass Transfer. Mass Transfer supports much
of the same features as Fast-Term, but has
the unique ability to us u multiple
downloads and view RLE pictures while
online. One of the other nice features
involves the ability to grogram keys to your
llklng, One of the drawbacks, or rather a
real difference about Mass Transfer, is that
the legfiles are stored in a DF128 ~format
that must be converted to DV8B0 to Dbe
directly viewed or used through Funnelwzb or
TI-Writer. The program does come with a
stand-aleone conversion program that can
perform this task.

To _wrap ug this section of the article I
would like to say a few words _about Telco.
This program is larger and sllghtly slower
to use in terms of oading. t supports
different segments of the gro ram structure
through overlay techniques that require the
apgrogrlate drive to be accessed during the
actual use of the program, A boot ath
configuration setup is provided to ease this
accessS. Telco offers more emulation type
choices and also sugports not only X-modem
transfers but also -modem. One” of the
other nice features of_ Telco is the help
s¢reen that may be invoked at virtually any
time. This is the Erogram that I persconally
use now, with Fast-Term as my second choice.

1 hope that everyone supports _the fairware
concept of these programs and sugpo;ts the
authors. If there 1s an _interes in any
specific grogram or a _desire for grezater
detail of the programs, please let mé know
and, _I'1l1l incluade i in the upcoming
articles.

There are still some members of the TI world
that use an unexpanded system. I, for one,
used the console, tape recorder an various
cartridges for a long time before geing _to
the system 1 presently have. So I “decided
to say a few words to this group_about
stand-alone accessories that are "available.
Ctne of _the first things you may want to
pursue 1is the expande memory. This
resum=s that you already have the Extended
asic cartridge and want to accegss the
Editor Assembler style programs that the
console and expanded memory  can run. The
sidecar memorg expansion’ is a cheap and
readily available piece of gear that can
make your TI seem to sprout wings and fly!
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Qur NEXT STEP group_this month was a bit
smaller than "usual, but it was a very
busy evening for evergone. Here are a
few' of theée things that were going on_ at
the 5 or 6 system$s and 2 printers we had
set up and running:

1, Worked on diagnosing and repairing
sick modems. .
2. _Ate cookies, chips, salsa, and cheese
curls. (Tom Hall has joined forces with
Jim Lesher in the effort to keep us all
eatlngg]. A
3. istributed the "missing" September
DOM's and sold some back issués,

. Purchased blank disks from
Earl--black ones, colored ones!
3. Fixed a PE Box disk controller cable.
6.  Terry apparently assisted Butch in
blowing a ROS.
7. Copied some transliterate files for
members. )

3. Gave Rip some new materials for use
in future DOM's,
9. Learned how to sector edit ARCHIVER
to change DSK*,UTILl to DSK*.FW.
10. Enjoyed meeting the Melville family,
V1S%Eors who plan t6 join our group neXxt
month.
11. Talked about wusing MULTIPLAN to
compute class averages in school.
12." Assisted with a new _system setup.
13. Discussed u51ng TI-99/4A-generated
?raphlcs as _iron-on designs for T-shirts.
Sﬁ' }Learned to run TASS (TI-Artist Slide

ow}.
15. Bought the latest "STAR TREK" disks.

16. Packed bulk-purchased disks into
acks of 10/20 for sale to menmbers.

7. Watched a demo and bought a
computer!

18, Pixed a printer cable so a rint

buffer will work. P

19.  Discussed waKs of using TI-WRITER
for high_ school book reports, etc.

20. Explained benefits of Belonginq tc

DTIHCG _to wvisitors. ’

%l't Discussed the PYRAMID POWER phone
ist.

22, Tom took additional picture for his
"Rogue's Gallery" album.

23. Discussed creating additional

borders for "JIFFY CARD".




