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DALLAS 99
INTERFACE

DALLAS 99 INTERFACE
Volume 11, Number 09 SEPTEMBER 1991

This newsletter is the official publica-~
tion of the DALLAS TI HOME COMPUTER USERS
GROUP, a non-profit organization serving
the member/users of the Texas Instruments
99/4A HOME COMPUTER. For more information
you are cordially invited to attend our
next meeting or send a S.A.S.E. to:

DALLAS TI HOME COMPUTER GROUP
P.0. Box 29863
Dallas, Tx. 75229

Reprints of our articles are allowed, but
must give credit to DTIHCG & be complete.

***NEXT MEETING***
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 28,1931
at the Dallas INFOMART
Oak Lawn Avenue and I-35 East
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SEPTEMBER

.23 ‘1st Day of Autumn
28 INFOMART |
'~ ..21950. Stemmons ‘Freeway
Fime:.9:00-am to 3:00 pm
“Rgom: 1061 -~ - |

OCTOBER
) SIDEWALK SALE

EC MEETING

Mr. Gatti's

3720 Walnut Hi11 Ln.

Officers: 2:30 pm
Chairpersons: 3:30 pm

11 NEXT-STEP
Jodo's Restaurant
1415 Motor Street
Time: 5:15 pm

14 Columbus Day Observed

19 INFOMART
1950 Stemmons Freeway
Time: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Room: 1061

26 EC MEETING
Mr. Gatti's
+ . 3720 Nalnut Hill Ln.
- Officers: 2:30 pm
Chairpersons: 3:30 pm

27 ~ DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
31 HALLOWEEN
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BUSHES

by:Mattie Bush

Nell here it is September and another month is on us.
Ne have some NEW Software and some New Hardware that
our authors and Hardware techs have made and are
making for the TI WORLD OF HOME CONMPUTING for the
TI99/4A. It is getting better even though it s an
orphan.  The ACCELERATOR is something NEW that has
spead up the 4A'S to 12 Megahertz and Harrisecn .,
Software has a new game called TI CASIND WHICH IS VERY
NTERESTING TO PLAY. Then there is Barry Boone's
SOUND F/X which plays incredible sound through the TI
and also the GENEVE,

Jo all of you that have the TI99/4A's, get those
things out cf the closets and set them up and get to
working and enjoying them as much as we do in our
group.  All of you members that have dropped out of
the club, please want you come back and join us at
some of our meetings at INFOMART and the NEXT-STEPS
that we have for your enjoyment.

ke have a lot of New Members and they would like to
get the knowledge from their 4A's 1ike you have done.
We do need the expertise of those with the knowledga
of this 1ittle machine.
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This past meeting at INFOMART we had a real good
program on PAGE- PRO UTILITYS with TI-WRITER Fo
TI-ARTIST and then a MINi-SIG in the afternoon and it
was a very good one. We missed_al] of you who could
not stay for the afternocn session.

Qur SEPTEMBER meeting will have the program of the
UPDATE OF DISK REVIEW and DISK UTILITIES with ( John
Birdwell's V 4.20) ENHANCEMENTS. So mark those
calendars for our meeting SEPTEMBER 28 at 9:00am. See
all of you there,

fgain 1 want to THANK EACH OF YOU FOR JOINING US AT
THE INFOMART MEETING and I do want to THANK QUR GUESTS
ESPECIALLY for joining us. and that goes for all our
NEW MEMBERS for taki ng the time out of their busy
schedules to attend these meetings.

Until our INFOMART meeting, this is SHAKING THE BUSHES
signing off until [ see you at the INFOMART next time.

Mattie

UP DATING THE DATABASE...

We were happy to welcome a NEW MEMBER at _NEXT' STEP
this month, LES STOLLE, who had a]ready may]ed in his
membership dues. His major 1nter¢st is 1in amateqr
radio, and using his TI-99/4A in that area, and is
anxious to talk with anyone with experience in this
field. Welcome, LES!

' i JOHN
RENEMAL! We're glad to receive renewal d?es from
CLARY this manth. Thanks, JOHN, glad you're on beard
for another year with DTIHCG!

by: Charlice Althar
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HARDWARE AND HACKING

F xr—com

The: Hardware Chalirman

Welcome to this month's article from the Program
Chairman. We have some exciting and interesting
programs coming up in the latter part of this year and
[ still want to encourage everyone to think about
being involved and willing to help. I appreciate, as
the other member's of the club must, the involvement
of everyone that has given programs or input to this
year's efforts. This is your club, let's do what you
want to do!

For the September program we will be exploring an old
topic, but one that the newer members ¢f the club may
not have been shown before.  Speaking from experience,
disk management wutilities are often confusing simply
by the number of different programs that are
available. There is DM-1000, Disk Utilities, and the
infamous Disk Manager II cartridge just to name a few.
The new wuser, and even some experienced users often
get frustratec about trying to find the right manager
for their needs. We will try to clear the air a
Tittle bit and deal with specific features from some
of the more pcpular disk managers available today.

Flong the lines of this topic, I have been using Disk
Review from Funnelweb more these days. This 1s Just
cne example of how we can adapt to using several
different programs to achieve the same basic goals.
One thing that we will not be covering an any great
depth is use of MDMV for the Myarc HFDC. We will
stick to basic configuration that is so prevalent
amoung the majority of the users.
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Just as an advance announcement I would like share | Kk Y | &5 OA RD =

with you all that our own JIM STEWART will be giving ‘
the program for October. As most of you are aware, i

Jim has done some heavy duty research into the subject K E Y BOA RIDS
of wills and will offer us tke benifit of his work. I '
will probably be out of town during the Cctober Super 3
Saturday, and deeply regret the probability of missing

this fine program. } ‘QS)% AA'@_P&

O’?' DALLAS TI HOME COMPUTER GROUP O

4;9
P.0. BOX 29863 ‘
O

DALLAS, TX. 75229 t%?;

Stey tuned for more announcements as the vear grinds
on. We have more to come! Until then, keep those
keyboards clicking and those drives whirring,

"Butch"
HARDWARE AND HACKING
WE HAVE REPLACEMENT TI-99/4A KEYBOARDS AVAILABLE!
i
THANK YOU, DTIHCG from Charlice PRICE: $20.00 FOR 10 KEYBOARDS

PLUS MAILING/4ANDLING (approximately $3.50, depending on distance)

1, 1ike many of us, think of DTIHCG as a very
important part of my “family". It 's getting close to
ten years since-my first DTIHCG meeting, and all of
you that make this group what it is have never been
more important to me than during the past few weeks.
You've been so supportive of my hopes and frustrations
during the many months of my father's illness and
confinement in a nursing home.

These are NEW, beige keyboards, ready to install in your console. If your
black keycaps can be |ifted off, they can be placed on these Key-boards.

Limited supply available--order for your User Group needs NOW!

The flowers from you at his funeral were the most
beautiful we received. It was, and rem?}ns, very )
comforting to me that tiese Jlovely yellow mums, :
arranged as they were against beautiful fall-colored KEYBOARDS
leaves, were the only flowers we left at his grave )
“following the services. I can't thank you enough for
all of your cards, phone calls, talks, and hugs, in KEYBOARDS
addition to the flowers. At times 11:ke these, we t
truly know our friends--and I certainly know mine.

Thank you, thank you, thank you. . ]
. . . - k

PFPOR SAT.EF
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'JUST REMEMBERING

JOHN P. GUION

The date of this young man's death will never be
forgotten by those who loved him and worked with
him. I'm sorry to say that [ didn't get to know
him. I do know that he did the TI WORLD a great
Justice with his programs and hardware for the
TI-99/4A. He was always there for each and every
cne who needed help with their TI-99/4A, for
whatever reason. He was a loving, caring, giving
person which made him SPECIAL for the computing
world. His mind was a brilliant one, and if he
were here today, it would as I'm told be working
for the TI- 99/4A to make it even better.

Jackie, Louis III, and Louis IV, we just want to
share a moment with you in remembering John for
what a young man he was., Thanks for sharing him
with us.

Here are some QUOTES from people who worked very
closely with him. Greq Justice said "he was
there for everyone and proclaimed that he was
JOHN THE FIRST.*

John Creviston said he did programs at INFOMART
for the club, made repairs for people at NEXT
STEP, and also did trouble-shooting ta fix their
broken system and parts that made it run. He
rewrote software for our BBS from Lubbock, and
maintained files for new users, He also was
aTways experimenting with things.

Dallas 99 Interface 9 SEPTEMBER 1991

Robert Jones, who worked with John on many
programs and scme of the hardware, said he had
ENTHUSIASM, rare leadership, and was always
striving for excellence 1in everything he
undertook to do.

To the GUIONS for sharing their son JOHN with the
whole TI WORLD of the TI-99/4A : Thank you for
this.

Here is a little poem that I think is very nice
for him:

IN HIS FDOTSTEPS

When sgmeone does a kindness
It always seems to me
That's the way GOD up in heaven
Would like us 411 to be...
For when we bring some pleasure
To another human heart,
We have followed in His footsteps
And we've had a little part
In serving HIW who loves us
For I am very sure it's true
That in serving those around us
We serve and please HIM, too.

by: Helen Steiner Rice
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NEXT STEP WORKSHQPS:

Originally a MiniSiG, the HEXT STEP has taken on a
life of 1its own. This 1is the informal meeting at
which to get your questions answered, your hardware
problems diagnosed {and probably fixed), ta get to

H U R

‘['lill"'-;'-'iyilll talk casually with the "experts" and, often, to eat!
*i["M"m”m"H ¥ g Many of the NEXT STEP meetings are held in cafeteria
_______________________ Ay N meeting rooms; bring your appetite and help us buy

WHICH MEETING FOR ME? —— . enough food to pay for the room.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

The Dallas TI Home Computer Group features a wide Held the Saturday follewing the INFOMART meetincs
variety of meetings, held throughout each month. One \generally at the presidents house), these are tte
or more of these is bound to be just the one for which meetings where the vreall planning and execution cf
you're locking. group business take place. DON'T miss 'em if you are

a group officer or committee chairman.
MAIN MEETING AT INFOMART:

This meeting has a Tittle bit of everything. We open SOCIAL MEETINGS: ,
with a short business meeting and announcements, As if ‘we didn't eat enough at the cther meetings,
follow with an audience participation "epen forum," several times a year the group spensors  social
present an informative program on preannounced topics meetings  combined - with DINNER!  Each has been
and wrap it up with merchandise sales and new different, each has been GREAT! Watch for announcement
member/visitor orientation. _ of the next one.

SIG MEETINGS AT INFOMART:

Topics of a little narrower vrange of interest are we want
presented in these Special Interest Group Meetings. ) nem

Two such meetings are held each month, one preceeding

the main meeting at 9:00 am and the other following mﬂmbers

the Tunch hour at 1:00 pm. Subjects  include

application software, hardware, programmirg and other -

fascinating topics.

MIN:SIG MEETINGS:

For "hands-on" sessions anc in depth looks at
literally ANY subject, MiniSiG meetings are held at
members homes or businesses throughout the Dallas
area. Generally at least one of these meetings is
planned and scheduled by the group during each month.
Additional meetings may be held at any time by any
member with adequate enthusiasm for the topic; the
group stands ready to help you find and contact people
with Tike interests.

AN Dr‘*ganiza;ticn i=
able to thrive with
a growing. renewing,
and revitalized
menbership

P PP Y
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LOG FROM COLORADO. . ..

On a clear crisp August morning in the 1igh country,
about 60 degrees, we start out to walk. The clean
smell of pine needles, the sound of woodpeckers at
work. The _.four baby Cooper hawks and their mother
hawk are squealing atop the huge 70 foot Ponderosa
pine in our backyard, we stop to watch the hawks
through our binoculars. (Cooper hawks look similar to
the prairie falcon, so it 1is easy to imagine what
majestic birds.) The mother bird flies in every 5
minutes or so, with some small animal or bird for the
babies' breakfast. We tear ourselves away and walk
slowly to take in all the new wildflowers blooming
since we have walked this path just a day or two aqo.

Copper Czar and Yukon Bud howl for us to come on and
catch up as they dart off in different directions, but
come out ahead of us further down the way. We go
through the forest a different way each ti me, and the
dogs sense exactly where we are, great to see nature
at work. We make our way back home so we can work or
our ceramic projects, which we plan to enter in the
County fair. CarT is doing “ natural type" animals
and Indians 1in stains and chalk--1 am doing the
glazed-type of ceramics.

We must Teave for a couple of hours to qo fishing for
rainbow and brook trout; that is, Carl fishes and I
walk around and pick up pretty rocks and dig up wild
plants to transptant in the yard.

Hope all you DTIHCG'ers are having a good summer
enjoying  your computers, and especially those
wenderful  Super  Saturdays at  INFOMART and  the
irformative good fellowship of the NEXT STEPS!!!!
While at your computers, feel free to print out a note
tc us, we would enjoy hearing from you, anytimei!

Until next time,

Carl and Imogene Osborn 105 Evergreen Dr. Pagosa
Springs, CO. 81147 .

-»
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il B WRITER

L.ABEIL FORM

by - Jim Lesher

This is a form to make labels for disks or any label
where centering is needed or desired. :

The long 1line of numbers are for the normal sized

print and the short 1line of numbers are for the
expanded print centering. . Do not type characters
beyond either end of the number strings. However
there must be the appropriate "CONTROL U “codes"
before the lines being printed. S¢ for the first line
of text on the Tabel in this example is: CTRL U SHIFT
N FCTN R space FCTN R, CTRL U. In the "space" type a
capital E. This will make the first 1ine of your
lable enlarged and emphasized. The remainder of tihe
lines will be normal sized print, emphasized. Add &
more blank Tines after the "codes" then to print type;
3 8 PIO0O and the spacing will be just right for the
15/16 X 3 1/2" labels. " If you want all enlarged
letters Jjust simply use CTRL 5 to copy the codes to
the remainder of the text lines.

123456789ABCDEFO*0FEDCBA987654321
12345678654321 codes

.
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by:Charlice Althar

In this month of September, we think back to the many
things it meant to all of us to have had John Guion as
such an important part of DTIHCG and the larger world
of the TI-99/4A.

John prepared a handout several pages long titled
"RUNNING PROGRAMS--HINTS FOR CONFUSING CASES" for a
MiniSiG held in 1988 at the home of L.N. and Jimmie
Kennedy. The final page was a summary of the common
types of files wused, with tips for loading them,
During the years I was Software Librarian for DTIHCG,
this guide was dinvaluable 1in identifying files and
programs.

We've reprinted this summery on yellow paper and
inserted it 1in this month's DALLAS 99 INTERFACE as a
centerfold, so you can remove it and use it as a
reference guide. Once again, we thank you, JOHN
GUION! :

N
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OFFICERS
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PRES. DENT MATTIE BUSH

VICE -~ PRESIDENT RIP DOWLING

TREASURER LENDA HWAY

SECRETARY CHARLICE ALTHAR

MEMBER-AT-LARGE JOIN BUIE
CHATRPERSONS

HARDUARL/

MERCHANDISE SALLS EUTCH SPILL

NOM RIF DOWLING

PROGRAM BUTCH SPILL

CCD ALTERNATE
GBS Sysop
MINISIG
MEMBERSHI-
HISTORIAN
DISKETTE SALES

JACKIE GUION
LOUIS GUION
THIERRY WEBLR
MARY LEARD
BILL PRY

EARL BULLOCK

NEXT-STEP ROSS WHITMORE
REGISTRATION MARY LEARD
SOCIAL NICHOLLE DOWLING
LICRARIANS
SOFTKARE BILLY MONROE
CARTRIDGE AND TAPE BILLY MONROC
NEWSLETTER DICK HWEAVER
ADVENTURE SHAWN HACKKWORT
EDITOR RON FERGUSON
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214-637-4937
M817-467-0369
214-528-8263
214~337-4340
214-278-1936
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M317-461-6217
M317-467-0369
M317-461-6217
214-239-6829
214-239-6829
214-686-1714
214-563-1257
214-247-8909
214-934-0013
214-352-1889
214-563-1257
M817-467-0369
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214~-285-5397
214-285-5397
214-625-4806
214-278-6308
M317~481-3904

Lt S ——

These people are DTINCG officers and chairpersons. They
help Lhewmselves and you, by giving much of their time in

working to make this a better club Tor all of us. Most
attend the three hour Committee Chaivmen's Meeting (the
officars meet for an hour before thall) an the Saturday
following the THFOMART meeting. Any interested member is
invited to join us for the next Chairperson's Meeting.

Thank them individually, when you have the opportunity.




