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Note from the President...
b = THIS MONTH xx

This month’s meeting will be on May 20, 1993, :at First
Congregational Church. Please use the south door, go down
the stairs and turn to the right (2nd grade class room).

“This month’'s meeting, we must get to work on how to best

work the Computerama at the Decatur Civic Center! on June
26th. Also, Scottie Williford will demo the dictionary that
Charles Stringer purchased at the book sale last month. I
know that Scottie worked at least a week to find, what
program that was needed to unarchive the program.

June is the month to elect officers of the club for the next
vear . Nominations are due this month.

%%k LAST MONTH xx

The program last month was demo or trade of your favorite
program. We exchanged many ideas and tricks of the programs
on the IBM side.
{

For the Tl side, Charles Stringer showed a program that can
undelete & program or data file that has been deleted
accidentally or intentionally. This program is a good
program to have for the TI computer.

*% NEXT MONTH xx
The June meeting, will be given by aAubrey Johnson on the
Sound Blaster Card. Also finish or fine tune the
Computeramea. ? :
XX SIS XX

Last month Harry Young won the 50-50 drawing. Ha}ry said
this ie the first time he has won. :

See you at the meeting,
Geaor ge



Decatir 99er User Group

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm on April 15,1993

Oid Business: Treasurer's report: we have a balance of $332.05 Payment to the church is
due in Jupe,

New Business: Theboothsa:thecomﬂafestwﬂlbe%'byw' Westlllnwd .
more ideas for the news letter and more "Gif" files.

Those Present were:
George Komnfeld
Chris Kornfeld
King Forkner
Harry Young
Sconie Williford
Carol McGonigle
Charles Stringer

Harry Young won the 50/50 drawing .

Nothing planned for next month , we need to make more plans for the computer fest and
we need all the help we can get to make this & good show.

Don't forget elections are in June for the Officers.
meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm
Respeotfully submitied
Carol McGonigle
| DECATUR 99ER HOME COMPUTER GROUP
TI9? 4A AND PC COMPATIELE

TREASURER S REFORT

BALANCE 4/Q7/93______ $332.05
RECEIFTS 4/15/93
Raffle 5.50
Dues {(Payable 1/21/93})
2.0
EXPENDITURES N
4/15/93 ¥ 2.0
BALANCE 4/15/93 335.55
$335.55 FTIT.55

BALANCE R/715/93 $335.55

A. Harry Young




NEWS OF THE TI LIBRARY

THE LIBRARY has received a disk of articles about the TI99/48 and its
history from Bill Gaskill, whose name is surely familiar to anyone who reads
MIERDPENDIUM and the club newslettars. It seemc appropriate to publish one of
his articles here, as it relates to a further extension of the uses of
TI-WRITER.

" The article which tollows describes how to use TI-WRITER as part of a
data~base system; the program QUIKACCESS is available from the library, as
indeed are all the contents of Bill’s disk. If you want a copy, please call me
before the May meeting, =o that I can have it ready.

The TI contingent will meet jointly with the PC group this month,

I hope to return from the annual jaunt to the LIMA FAIR with more new and

“interesting software,

26 April 1993 €3 Stringer

= = e . - =

GUIKACCESS
Bill Gaskill

December 1992

Have you ever wished for an easy way to keep track of all the hardware and
software you’ve purchased for your computer over the vears? Well don’t despair,
because you can create such a system in TI-Writer or any of its clones without
much work. Then, using the Extended Basic program that follows this article,
you'll be able to access the data in your inventory without ever loading it.
Here’s how. '

Set up a table in the TI-Writer editor like the one shown below, paying
VERY, VERY close attention to the column positioning of the ITEM, NUMBER, DATE,
RETAIL, PAID and VENDOR fielde. The numbers in the very first row of the first
table shown below are included only for this illustration, as a column gui tde
during setup. You should not include them in the file that you eventually save
to disk.

The underline characters after ADVENTURE HINT BOOK must be part of the file
because the Extended Basic program uses them as an end-of-file marker. All
entries you make in the file MUST also be in between the dashes.at the top of
«the file and the underline characters at the end of the file just as the five
records are in the illustration. In other words, the underlines must always
occupy the last record in the file. '

When you are done setting the file up in your Tl-Writer editor, set the
tabs so you’ll be able to move quickly from field-to-field during data entry.
Each tab would of course be set to the left-most character in the field. For




example, the tab for NUMBER would be set at celumn 34, the tab for DATE would
be set at column 45 and so on.

01234567891 12345670891 12345467891 1234547891 1234567891 1234567891 1234567891 123456789

. ITEM NUMBER DATE RETAIL PAID - VENDOR

A-MAZE~ING PHM 3030 0&/92 39.95  4.95 TEXCOMF

. -ABC*S OF ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE 07/84 10.95  0.00 TEXCOMP
AC CIRCUIT ANALYSIS PHT 6044 03/92 3.95 3.95 TM DIRECT
AC CIRCUIT ANALYSIS PHT &044 03/92 3.95 3.93 TM DIRECT
ADVENTURE HINT BOOK 02/92 95 .73 TEXCOMP .

When you are done with the file setup it should look like the one shown
balow.

ITEM NUMBER DATE RETAIL PRID VENDOR

e — ——————

If it does, then save the file to a disk in DSK1 using INVENTORY as the
tile name. Make sure to use the SF function so the tab stops are saved with the
file. That way vou’ll still have them for the next time vou enter data.

When you do begin data entry, make sure to put zeros in the RETAIL and PAID
fields where you don’t have a RETAIL price or an amount that you PAID for the
item. If you leave any entry Bblank -in RETAIL or PAID the Extendad Basic program
will error out and fail to produce the desired results.

Sorting data in your INVENTORY file will have to bhe done with TI-Sort or J.
Feter Hoddie’s Sort Experiment, or your favorite sort utility. Modifying and
deleting records is of course done quickly and easily right in the TI-Writer
editor.

The Extended Basic program, which I have named GuikAccess, will let you
total and display the RETAIL costs and purchase (PAID) costs in‘the entire
file. You can also selectively search for and print records from the file using
Froduct Name (ITEM data in other words), purchase DATE or VENDOR name fields.
Likewise, you may print the entire contents of the file by selecting Product
Name search, and then pressing <ENTER> at the "Enter data to find" prompt
without typing in any data to look for.

All three search options (menu choices 3,4 and §) include a "Purchase
total” at the end of the printout. If you don t havee a printer ybu tan erase
vthe printer name in the Set up Printer option and GuikAccess will print
everything to the screen.

Lastly, the default Esc and Page Eiect codes under Set up Printer are the
codes for Epson and Epson compatible printers. If they don”t work for you, then
simply substitute the ones that do for vour brand of printer.

{Note: The original article concludes with a listing of the program
GUIKACCESS: it is omitted here, as the program is in the Decatur TI Library.)
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by Jack Sughrue
origionally appeared
BITS,DITES & PIXELS
Li“’ mﬂﬂ - e

TI-101, & series of nined leagish
articles on the eduunnnal use of the 99/4a for lnrnm of all

ages, is: lrittln by Jack Sughrul, authnr nf the NEN-AGE 99
serims.

The first of this series is isa histmm backqround to
the stuff.leading up to-the ways coaputers ané the TI, in
particular, -could be used suc:ln!ully and ingeniously in the
claurm or at hose, ‘ ‘

The other articles btg:n ty e:p!nring hnlisn up to the ways
cosputers can be used in the class. Then I shox the variety of
ways the Y1 can be an isportant part of any child's education
tany adults, too) by giving many specific applizationt through
scdules, . disks,  books, -nrwsletters, and tapes and even
cosbinations  of -al) (and mot discounting direct applications in
the fora of progrissingl.

. Basically, the -series is to aake tlu T1 new to naw users:
our children, grandchildren, nieces & naphews, friends, whoever,
- But mostly to LERRMERS of all ages (sasy of whos are new or have
forgotten the giories of the “Egucational 11" or sight not have
been aware-of all that was.snd IS available for the learner on
our wonderful cosputer,} Our. "Educational President® failed the

natisn’s childron -badly “in*that-category; but our *Educational”

Computer® = the TI-99/44 - far exteeded {and stil) does) any
cospetition. That's what these articles are abput: a resarkadle,
viable, educational tool.

The forsat of the articles 1 sisply couldn't resist as a
teacher. They all take place in a college classroca. The course
is *TI-101* and the professor imparts inforsation in preparation
for sose test in the future. He also assigns lots of hosework and
notetaking -along the way, Each *class® builds upon the previous
ong, and "the “lectures® are titled and nuabereds HOLISK is 42,
DOCENT #3, ROQTS 44, MCOUFFEY"S #3, etc. (through all eightsy,

-

dJack Sughrue T

S TI-10) S

DUR 4/A UNIVERSITY
. ¥

by Jack Sughrue
Box 45%
E.Douglas WA 01516

81 Corpus
Bistorical Perspective

First, Class, if you'd look at the scresn. This overhead
shows the brain, Yes, Ms.”Bronte, the huaan brain.
This is the corpus calosua, that wonderful band of billions
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-degrees [fo)lowed by the best jobs),

P

of nerve fibers connecting the hesispherss of the brain. Forty
years age that band was surgltally severed to contain gnnd
azl seizures in epileplic patients,

That was the beginning of a profound revolution in !ducatlun
that is quutlv {though, at- tiees, guite noisily) continuing
through today,

Through the sassive research done since thai fateful slice,
€2, a5 & society, have learned abre in the past quarter century
abouthowpeople learn than we knew about the subzect in all the
tens of centuries huains have considered the process.

This educational revolution was not without its prophets. John
Dewsy was one. Today there are sany great teachers cut thers
cperating under the uabrellas of °“Pracess Learning,” “Open
Hethodologies,”  “"Whale-brain  Teaching,® “Ofen Classrooms,®
*Science/Logic Approach,” and piles of ather mases, including
"¥hole Language.® The last is probably having the wost profount
influence on the real sducation in the English-speaking Morld as -
any philosophical approath since Norate Mann *Manndated® public
educatjon in Aserica so long ago. (5o long agp that we take free,
public aducation for all as a given, as an inslienable right.)

But there is a prodles, Class.:

(Isn"t there always?)

When the beraans first devised an efficient way of organizing
# sass sducation §n the 19th Century, they decided to sake a
step-hy-step systes of cospleting a given body of werk at & given
thronological year of a child's lite. Thus, é-year-clds o
through a  first grade dand an artificially-created,
atuit-generated. curriculual, After cospleting this predetersined
set of tasks, the child turns seven and, if lucky, soves into the
second grm where another ut of artificial goals amaits HIX

“tno"girds, of suursed,
fren't you glad Aeerica has ng lmst or racist bias these
days?

The fact that 7-year-plds are not developaentally on the
exact step ot any tise lany soreithan all the 47-year-olds are)
aade no difference to the people operating this 19th Century
systes. In order to protect the systea, an achievesent hierarchy
was developed, which has tose dowh to us, unfortunately, even to
today in too many schools. It is 2 systes that never worked
because it created an invisible - though profound ~ class systea,
The systes crested o society of elitists, of average Dicks and
danes, of losers, The basal reader systes {enfortunately still
in place in sost Aserican schools) requiras that the classross
be divided into thres greups: -the good readers, the average
readers, the poor readers (sosetimes called Bluebirds, Robins,
ad Snowy Egrets or Red-crested Flasbinglers or whateverl, But
you know aad I Imow that those gréups, begun in kindergarten and
carried all through eleasntary schpol, created what are perceived
as the smrt snobs, the struggling middie class, asd the dusd
{and $ad) kids. By the tise nfficial tracking takes place in
junior high (siddle school) the systes is firsly in place. You'l)
never quess which group has the greatest nusber of dropouts or
which group has the greatest nuaber of kids who go on to advanced
These deterainations for the
aost part are nade in the prisary grades in slesentary school.

The sase J9ih-Century systes also created 2 hierarchy of
adults. Prior to the institutionalization of education the
teacher was the sost isportant adult in the learning process,
After the systea overtook the mld, adainistrators becane the

MEXT PAGE
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aost impertant part of the systea. This is usually followed by
the ‘operational staff, {bo into ANY school and see if that
institution operates around the things that secretaries and
custodians require before all else or whather the teachers qet
top priority, Surprise!) .

Anyway,  Class, in this topsy-turvy setup, highly-paid
wadainistrators - sake  the .decisions. These decisions (froa
adainistrators . operating in.an entirely separate building froa a
school, believe it or -not) . are then handed down to other
adainstrators who have offices and secretarivs. The decisions are
then  handed - “down  to- administrators who. are in schools
lprincipals, which aeans, . by the way *first or highest in rank
and isportance®). In secondary schools these decisions are
usually then handed down to departsent heads. Then - possibly -
the  teachers are told, - These are the sane teachers who
adeinstrators love to hold *accountable,” even though they have
besn  excluded - fron . the. decision saking, Doesn’t this
'a::euntabilityj_githggt‘.nghnrity? have a bit of the ring of
"taxation witheut fepresentation® abiut it?

Generally speaking, adainistrators - who hive the aost

opportunity and tise to learn about 211 the masses of reseach on
-how chiléren learn - knox the 1east, They are divorced fros the
youngsters and {from the realities of day-to-day education. Yhey
don’t realize, for example, that the clientele has changed. That
the students today are not made the sane way, intellectually and
esctionally and socially, that vyoungsters 25 years age mere,
That the horrors of auciear war, AIDS, street violence, fanatic
consuserisa, drugs, and so on were mot pert of our growing wp,
of our everyday consciousness and reality. That when I was
growing up the attention span of youngsters in ELENENTARY STHOOL
wis estisated to be a little over an hour; that seven yeary ago
for students in K-§2 it was 22 minutesy that last yaar for that
sase group it was 10.8 sinutes!-

Md  education is 3 big - a husongous! .- business. Publishers
determing the curriculus in Aserica and sell their goods ta
wministrators who foist these materials wpon the trained

- classroon professionals. This is a sulti-billion dollar business
and ene that stomps out any atleapt at teacher input. for better
wiys of doing things in the classroos. Such changes say cause,
these  infleential  profiteers to Jose soney; influential
bureaucrats to lese power.

Rillions.. of Aaericans  sense lcven if- thty lon‘t have
statistics at hand) -that™ snllthlng is drastically wrong with
schools that still uwse !9h-Century asethods and materials to
teach 2ist-Century life skills and that still put profits and
political power (inside and outside the schools) ahead of the

r o

outside world by placing their youngsters in raligious schoals
where they hope their own values will be inculcated. Others, who -
have the trained acadesic and intellectual background {like Barry
Traver) teach their children at hoae. The vast sajority of us
parents are, however, just working class stiffs who want and
expect public education te do its job by our kids,

But, wait a minute, sy young scholary!

Arem’t we the sase society that put a san on the Moon just
because Jack Kennedy set us that national goal? Didn’t we (not
England, not Chile, not Russia, not China, not Irag) send those
Voyager spicecraft out into the wilderness of our Solar Systes?
Aren't we the country with the sost Nobel winners?

But those achievesents all stemsed from a society that
prized education. Meren’t these and sost of the pther sasterful
achieveaents of our aation develcped during a high level of
caring for our youngsters {our future), and of developing a
lideral clisate of risk-taking and experiasatotion?

What has happened since Mixon's Prasidenzy Yo change all
this? In spite of the lip service gives to education by our
recent Presidents, the State of the Union, educationally, has
reqressad catastrophically foliowing the Kennedy/Johnsoa Era,
fnd, because federal and state prograas to assist and enhance the
education of our nation’s greatest resource - it’s children ~ bas
virtually dried up and property taxes are the primary source of
funding  education, teacher bashing has becose & national
pastine, Blaming the teschers (the lower paid sesbers of the
staff who are not allowed to make Geportent educallonal decisions
nor even to .give input in aost cases)  is like blasing the
praduction lime worker for the stupid coacepts American car

-sanufacturers have been prosvlgating. @s a matter of fact, it is

an interesting solutios on the part of these rich conservatives
to save Aserican business (and, thus, America) by laying off the
workers, as if they in soat wiy were to blaae for the
decision-sakers” gross and blatant. stupidities.

That, of course, is anothar stpry, Class.

There is a revolution happening in Aserican education, and
it will prove to be the saving of pur nation. This revelution has
aany nases and takes many forss, but it has a comsonality:

_holise. It's an idea shose time is long overdue, and your 11 has

its place in this schene of things. We’ll begin to look at those
aext tine in TI-101,

Reanwhile, Class, for your hosework "4 like you to fype in
any program froa any source oh your TI. No, §t doesnt have to
be an educational progras, but it sust be a ainisus of 20 lines
and work when you bring it to class next tise.

education of our children, These parents and other friends of Lian!
pulic education -are aéraid fur ﬂllritl, for the Earth. for all
cur childrin, END
.. Soae parents {forser Blusbirds) have the lucky fimancial
fortunse to put thair children into expensive private schools.
Dthers have sought to find sose solace and protection froa the
. SUBMITTED BY
i King Forkner
“"Time is money, mpend it wisely."*
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