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Dear SBecretary or Officer:

Attached to this letter is a copy of our cwrent newsletter. Duwing the past
winter months we have participated in an srxchange with several user groups fro

around the country so that we could bring our own members new information and
ideas. :

Due . to the recent pullout of Texas Instruments from the home computer market,
we ses owselves as having to step in and provide the missing link between
F9/74(3) owners and third party vendors, Foth memnbers and non-members of ow
organization have relied heavily on ow word about what to expect in the fubue
and what’s available today.

It is ow fesling that youw situation may be someswhat similar to ours.
Theraefore, we would like to begin & newsletlter exchangs which will hopefully
benefit both of us for many months Lo come.  Most of ouw articles arg writlen
by members of ow group, however, we gccasionally include those from other
groups which are unigue or informative.

If vou do not have a newsletter please send us a note aboul yvow cwrrent .
astatus. ¥ wvou already are sending newsletters to other orgenizations then we
wauld appreciate a list of those groups in order that we might contact them.

Flease contact sither myself or Joe Momabhan, our club president at the above

address. Thank you for helping us and we hope to be reading your
correspondence in the futuwre.

Sincerely yours,

Larry Livergoo
Secretary -
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NEWSLETTER OF THE DECATUR 9%er USERS® GROUF

PRESIDENT®S LETTER..by J.L.HcHahan

fecently, while in Los Angeles on business, 1 had the
pleasure of aeeting Terri Masters, the newly elected
Fresident of the nesly foraed Users Group (acteally, part of
the older LA, Hsers Group). Hy trip to Southern California
was gquite short so our meeting was limited to a short visit
at the Los Angeles airport just prior to oy departure, In
spite of having just 40 or 50 minutes, we had a very

condensed and  informative talk about owr respective groups
and the current status of third party hardware and software.

One concept which might be of interest to many members of our
S group is & group purchasing plan started in L.A,  The L.A.
group has been very successful with reducing the rost of
programs  and  books through bulk purchases. One mail order
company in the LR, area has purchased "in excess of a
million dollars” of obsolete inventory amd plans a dirert
Users Group purchase plan at substantial savings. She also
has good luck with a long list of excellent books purchased
With a group discount. We will discuss this at our next
geeting. 1 will attach a list of many books now available
" for each of you to review at our seeting.

Another topic we discussed was a side by side thin disk drive
package for the P box at very ecomomical prices. The L.A.
group has tested these and had great sucess.

Terri promised a visit to our area in the near futere. He
weltome her as cur guest as we do all User Group mesbars when
they are in Central Illinpis

IN THIS ISSUE...ENTOR

We're pleased to include a large amount of information froa
outside Decatwr this  amonth, ot for lack of local
intoraation, but due to the high guality of the articles, We
thank the L. A, Toplcs and the 1! Yoae Computer Newsletter
{Arizona J9UG) for their inforaation. We are alsp including
in full, a letter from Texas Instrusents, Inc. which many of
you will find interesting.

Locally, larry Livergood and Jay Seaberg have done their
usual excellent job and, of course, the Computer Widow struck
again. Thanks for the help.

This issue will be mailed to 34 Users Groups around the
country, The information contained in the newsletters
recieived in return 15 of ever inproving guality and even the
beginsers should consider saving it for the future,

FPROGRAM POTPOURRI...by Jay Seaberg

This sonth’s review will cover the new versior of the old
9%’ er Hagazine,

It was resurrected in February under the nzw title of ‘HOME
COMPUTER MAGAZINE’. I was pleasantly surprised by the new
forsat and coverage.

fis you may already know, the magazine now rovers several
other types of home computers in addition to the 99/4R, The
guality coverage of the 4A has not been lost. In fact, it
has been expanded with programs written in Basic, Extended
Basic, and Mini-Mesory, There are amore reviews of
third-party spftware than ever, and the articles on other

_tomputers are interesting.

There are eight ditferent prograns in this issue for your
towputer, covering diverse topics from Rusic to nuclear
reattor seltdowns., Ope feature sure to catch a lot of
attention is the availability of all the programs on tape or
disk for the low price of $3.95, This offer is available for
proef of purchase and a check for that amount. GSome of the
prograss are rather long, and this feature would be a real
tine-saver.

I have been waitrg for the new version for several months,
and the wait has been worth it. 1 am sending ey check to
tover a subscription right away, as I an sure future issues
will disappear as soon as they hit the stands.

CHALLENGE CORNER

Helcome to the first CHALLENSE CORNER! In this coluan we will
brirg you a monthly problem in Basic or Extended Basic

programming. These probless will be fun and  instructive to
sblve,

Here is your first challenge: Ereate a progras which will
generate and print a list of prise numbers. You should
probably limit your list length to the first tem or twenty
primes. A prime nuaber is an integer which is divisible only
by itself and one, such as i, 2, 3, 5, etc. This challenge
really dees not serve any useful purpose. It does not
require a math background, ¥e do not give prizes for beating
the challenge, ybur sucress is its owa raward, We will print
the different solutions we get for the challenge, along with
your nape. He will also accept new challenges from our
neabers to be printed. If you have any ideas, please raontact

- the editer.



-JIN THE BEGINNING,..by Jay Seaberp

-¥ell, you’ve gone and donz it! You spent some hard-earned
-rash on & computer and it just sits there. What is your
computer capable of, and how do ypu wse it? The first step is
~te set it up per the instructions in your users manual, This

#anual is also the best source of information for the
- heginner.

Your cosputer can be used to educate your children, keep
records, play games, make susic, sclve gprobleas ...the list
is alsost endless! You can learn from your cosmputer as you
use it. The act of programming your computer forces you to
‘think logically. It also sharpens your skills in english and
mathematics, Bur TI computer is a power ful tool and a
wonderful toy. There are many sources of information to you
as a copputer user. The users manual, the library, book
stores, and, of course, this User’s Broup, are all at your
disppsal. For post of us, the users mameal is the first
place to Yearn how to use your machine.

The manual contains the cossmands and programsing tools you
need ta learn. It also has many useful subroutines and tips
te aake prograpming easier. At the end of the manual there
are several complete programs that help teach you programaing
logic, -

In my own case, the user’s manual was my first source of
inforeation and prograss, 1 started to read the book page by
page. 1 typed in the routines shown and tried to learn the
togic behind them. Although the logic sometiemes escaped me,
I-still was able tp use the routines in my owa programs.

Another learning source was magazines, expecially "3%7er HOW
and Compute!’,  These nmagazines carry complete progras
-listings for your computer. ALl you do is type thes in and
you have a finished progras . In order to learn prograsming
skills, you should study each listing carefully. The library
is-a good source of inforeation on computers in  general,
They have books which contain listings written in generic
basic which pan be translated into TI Basic with a litlle
-experience.

Probably the best source of new info and programs can be
found in your User’s Broup. By joining & users growp you
have allied ypurself with people of like interest. These new
frieads will help you te learn the ropes of this pachine.

“They -all remesber when they were newcomers to a “Brave Hew
World® and had to ¢eek out whatever help was available, Soae
of the ‘old-tissrs® remenber when they wers all alone with
very few respurces. They realize that by helping newconers,
they-are also helping themselves.

The users group will only be as good as you make it. By

-g¥tending meetings, worksheps, and spending a little tise at
home, you car learn to use your machine to its fullest.

TI V8.  APPLE...reprinted from the ARIZONA 77ER U

At the CDHDEX show in Las Vegas, Apple was demonstrating 2

new board called the Arcade Board, It plugs into the Apple.
It had very good graphics and sells for $409.00. It was
called the supreme hoard for the Apple. The Apple Card uses
the THS991BA VDP chip that your 99/44 uses, This allows the
fople to do SPRITES just Jike your computer.  However,- just
the board sells for more that most of us paid for the whole
9974A computer.

BOOK REVIEW,...L.RLivergood

The long wait for the arrival of the BEST OF 9°ER, VOLUME !
is over. Many who pre-erdered in anticipation of a guality
publication have probably recieved their copy within the last
few weeks, [ think most of thes would agree that it was well
worth the wait.

Currently selling at $19.93 from the editors of 99°ER HOME
COMPUTER MAGAZINE, the book is basically a collection of
programs and articles from the first year of publication.
Huch of the original materfal has been revised and debugged
while new information, never bhefore published, has bean
included.

Who iz this book for? Of all the bopks currently available,
this one is probably going to appeal to the broadest group of
people. - ! would highly recommend it for the beginner wha is
looking for a suppliment to the user’s manual. The use of
the book will grow as the user develops his basic skills and
starts looking for more advanced articles an prograsaing.
Chapters flow seonthly fros begirning to end while covering
all aspects of the 99/4{a). In fact, 1t touches. on
practically every significant concept one would want to learn
in the thair first year of programsing.

The following is a general list of the confents:
1} Btarting Cut
2) Programeing. Techniques and Languages
3} Inside BASIC and Extended BRSIC
4) i0ed '
5 Assembly Lanquage
&) Computer fssisted Instruction
7} Computer Baming
8) Applications and Utilities

I+ one looks closely they can see that a few of the chapters
rontain informstion for the more advanced programser. 1 have
found Chapter T to be a good introduction to assembly
launguage programming and Chapter B is a must for those
trying to get the smest cut of their disk systen.

continued page 7



CARTRIDGE REVIEW...L.R.Livergood

When I first heard that Atari wouid soon market the home
computer versioan of the popular arcade game called DONKEY

"KONG for the 59/48 T was filled -with both excitement and
skepticism. ’ :

I was excited sainly because I had had first hand experience
playing it 2t college (2 place where many new games are
tested) and was quite pleased with its high resolution and
subtle programmed spvesents that nmede the aain character,
Mario, extreaely acrobatic,

However, it was this saae feature that nade me very skeptical
of a home video version. I recalled seeing Atari announce
such gamps as PAC MAN for their 3200 which ended up barely
resepbling the arcade hit when they arrived. 1 wondered how
greal would their efforts be to please the users of the
coapetition’s equipaent? '

When DONKEY KONG finally appeared it became gquite evident
that Atari’s efforts were for real. Only after close
scrutiny could I tell that this wversion was not an exact
replica. The attention to detail, however, was escellent,
Mario had all the subtle moves and looks which were so  auch
fun to watch in the arcade version.

¥hat is so great about Mario and his moves? Well, try showing
we another arcade game that gives you so surch control  over
the leading character (like about four differest profiles
while standing in the sape spot). By tapping left or right
on the joystick makes Mario go through subtle movesents which

slightly alters his profile, The result is a f{feeling of

confidence that you are in full control.

#hen playing the game one might get confused over just haw
the graphics, the object, and the title all relate? The
general idea seems to be about the hero trying to rescue the
fair maiden from the ape who rolls a never ending chain of
barrels down a series of ramps and ladders toward Mario's
“fest. Well, I dont have any idea where the “"donkey® ever
enters inte it but Maric was created with a strong pair of
legs and jueps with abandon. In fact, he jumps standing
stit! or with 2 running start. He can juap twe barrels at
once either frontwards or backwards! Ose must watch it,
however, since one never really knows whether a harrel is
going to follow a ramp or take a stairway.

In all, their are four seperate screens which have different
reguirements for rescuing the lady felthough, one never
really rescues her since the ape takes her to the next screes
before Mario gets there.) As you complete each series of
screens on a level, the level changes te the next which
- incresents through the screens in a different pattern. The
other screens include knocking out rivets im a steel pyramid
while avoiding “rhasinpg® {fires that look like water drops.
continued next col.

The third level involves riding elevators and the ‘fourth,
shich mapy aight not see for a shile, contains horizontal
CONVEYOrs.

Unfortunately, this specific gase cartridge has what might be
to some, a serious prablem, While trying desperatley to jump
on an elevator, the screen suddenly broke up and the game
could no longer be played without turning the systea off and
back on again, I took the cartridge back and exchanged it
for a new one that performed like the first, After trying it
in another coaputer with the same result, [ finally called
the Atari service center. Bhat I fousd out was that this
problem was labeled as number three on a list of coaplainis
or faults for this particelar cartridge and that there would
not be a revised version in the futere, Since I was about to

“the end of the waranty period 1 reluctantly exchanged it for

one pf TI’s new games. As for the other problems (I and 2),
they would not tell me,

LOVE AT FIRST BYTE?...by another C.H.

Bello again! This Yime around I have a couple of puzzles for
you.” What are £.C.C., and what do they have in cosmon? Bive
up? Well, C.C.C. stands for Computers,Children and Cats and
the cne thing they all have in comson is that they &ll get me
into treudle. :

As you prohably know by now, ay husband is a Computer Fiend.
He is completely devoted to his computer and if we ever were
to get a diverce, I could nase it (the computer) in the suit.
My mate is totally bafflsd by my lack of interest "in this
wonderful invention. Me keeps telling se that if I'd enly
give it a chance, the computer would be the best friend |
ever had, D’d sooner have a case ef the Black Plague, take
flying lessons from Dracula or Jearn to dance with Hitler,
80, as you can see, there is no meeting of the minds here. -

I love my children but to be totally frank, 1 was crazier
zhout them when they couldn’t talk and stayed put in a
playpen. Sometimes keeping track of everyone I feel like
Elliott Ness stalking Frank Netti! The biggest pain is when
hubby starts screaming about whe's bees playing with his
computer, who forgot to put a disk away and on and on.  Who
dops ke think I am, the advance man tor the L.1.AM!

It is sopetimes amazing how the head of the household depands
a full accounting when HE discovers cat hairs on the computer
and assorted junk dumped an the flsor froa the desk, ‘even
though HE forget to close the door to the dem, KHE didn’t
rover the coamputer and HE speaks fluent CAT. He always wants
to know how such things could happen, Sometimes I could
screap! : '

8, if anyone who is looking for a best friend who doesn’t
get along with competers and doesn't have eyes in the back of
her head, I would like to apply for the job.



CONVERTING FPROGRAMS FRDM.DTHER'BASICS by Georae F. Steffen

I recently read a copv of the Fox {ities Users Sroup Newsletter dated
February 12.1984, which contained an unsigned article titled Full Screen Edit.
The author included a program which wonld convert an output file from TI-Write
to a program. - . 2 ' '

"I have bheen asked many times if there was anv wav to convert a proogram in
amother language to TI Basic and have alwavs said no. Most computers store
‘Basic programs in a compressed format where each function or statement ‘is
represented by one byte. It would be easy if all used the same codes, but tha
situwation is much worse that the differences in Basig dialects. There is
absplutely no relationship between the compressed coded from one Basic and
another. unless they happen to be minor variations of one language.

However, a program listing is a different matter. Since it is made for
humans to read, it is all spelled out. Since it normally gpoes to a printer, i
is organized as DISPLAY with a variable line length up to BO bytes. This is
the same as the output of TI-Writer, which is a file which may be brought back
into the computer for further editing. Therefore, if we were to list to a
disk. we would lhave g file which could he edtied. ' -

Putting this information on editing a listing with the article listed
above. we can conclude that we can change =a listing-backuintn'a-program.:ﬂ
Folliowing are the necessary steps. : o .

First. put a listing on a disk. For testing purposes. vou 1i'st a progran
of yvours to a -disk. You could also enter a program in another version of _
basic irectly into the TI-Writer, since entering it as a program might result
in reiection. However., the reason I wrote this is that B friend with =& R
different model computer could list his program to your compiuter by way of the
RG232. Modems also would be necessary unless a direct wire connection is
available. ‘ ot o

PR

The next step is to edit the program using the TI-Writer. The replace
command can be used to change commands which are different. For instance. the
" single colon between statements in many versions of basic couwld be changed to
‘Ti’s double colon. The function MID% could be changed to SEGS. One
restriction on this process is the restricted line length. By placing a
FUNCTION V' at the end of segments of line which have beerr cut. mv program
will rejoin the line before further processing. When you have completed
editing to your satisfaction. save the file. using an appropriate name.

Then. vou use the following program to convert the DISPLAY.VARIARLE B8O
file to a DISPLAY.VARIABRLE 163 file which is the way MERGE programs are store
The program rejoins the split lines., converts the line numbers to integer
format instead of displav. and removes any excess spaces before or after the
line number. 1t them adds an asterisk between the line number and the rest o
‘the line and stpres the program backk on disk.

Finally. give the commands: MEW which clears the memory. and MERGE ....
using the name under which the file was saved bv the conversion program. The
line number conversion allows the MERGE command to work. but the rest of the
program ie still a text file. Mow. wvou must go through the program and
eliminate all the asterisks atter line number=s. fhics is a fairly rapid proce
-mince vou have to hif alterpate "FUNCTION X* and “FUNCTION 37 hkevs. A=z each
teut lipe (less asterizsk) is entered. the operating svstem pDrocesses it just
it the whole line had heen tvped in. Yot now have a prooram which mav be zsas
or rin. FF wour editing has been accurate. it willl run without a hitch. The
smeore usual case will be that there will be some necessarv changes that vyou
toraot to. make and the program w:ill stop with an error message.



Even with the added work of removing the asterisks (which 1 used for
better visibility), the convenience of the global changes on TI-Writer should
result in .less total effort in the conversion of the program. Of course
another advantage is that., if vou can get the listing via RS232. vou have to

#**#*#*****tt&***#***##ﬂ#***'

120 REM x
‘ _ | -
130 REM % : Georae
F. Steffen . ¥
140 REM % 212 W,
158th St. - X
150 REM X% ' ‘Bardea
a., CA 90248 - ' x
160 REM X PHOME
{(213) R29-3527 ) i  §
170 REM % : '
X

180 REM XXX EXEXERKAXTEKREEKR
133822322232 e F T LLLLE;
190 REM |, . LOS ANGELES
99*ER COMPUTER GROUP
200 REM XXX ERXEREKAAXXTRAKY
#xx*#*****x*******x***x**x*x
210 REM
220 REM TI EXTENDED BASIC
230 REM VERSIDON 1.0, 2/29/84
240 REM -PROGRAM TO CONYERT T
I-WRITER EDITED FILES TO EXT
ENDED BASIC MERGE PROGRAMS

250 REM FILE TO BE CONVERTED
MUST HAVE LINE NUMBERS AT T
HE BEGINNING OF EACH LINE
260 REM BRASIC ILINES WHICH &R
E SPLIT INTO MORE THAN ONE F
ILE LINE MUST HAVE "FUNCTION
V" AT THE END OF LINES OTHE
R THAN LAST
270 REM THIS IS5 THE KEY TO T
HE REJDINING OF THOSE LINES
IN THIS PROGRAM
280 REM AFTER RUNNIMG THIS P
ROGRAM, YOU MUST MERGE THE F
ILE WHICH IT CREATES INTO A
CLLEAR MEMORY - '
290 REM THIS CAN BE DONE RY
THE COMMAMDS "NEW"” AMD THEMN
"MERGE ... "™ WITH THE FILE N
AME
T00 REM THEM THE ASTERISKS A
T THE BEGIMMING OF EACH L INE
MUST RE REMOVED USING MORMA
i. PROGRAM EDITING
310 REM 1HE PROGRAM MAY FHEN
. BE SAVED OR RUN

tyvpe only the changes, not the whole program. .

320 PE="CONVERTED? (BLAMIK WI
LL END PROGRAM)"

JI30 GUsSUB 790

340 IF LEN(F$%)=0 THEN 72Q
350 FCa=F4%

360 PH="MERGED?"

370 BOSUR 770

38O IF F&<>FC$ THEN 410

3P0 PRINT @ :"NAMES MUST BE
DIFFERENT"

400 GOTO F60

410 OFEN #1:FC%, INPUT

420 OPEN #2:F$,VARIABLE 143,
OUTPUT ‘
430 IF EOF (1) THEN &80

440 GOSUB 940 ' GET ONE LINE
450 IF LEN(L$)=0 THEN 4\0
4460 A=1

. 470 B= POS(L$, . A)

480 IF B=0 THEN 660 ' NO LIN
E NUMBER, QUIT '
490 IF B>A THEN S20 ! FIRST
CHARACTER NOT SPACE

SO0 BOSUB 740

S10 IF LEN{(LS$S)Y=Q THEN 430
520 IF SEGs(Ls,LEN(L$),1)>"
* THEN S70 ' INSIDE THE QUO
TES IS "FUNCTION Yo

530 Ll1s=L% .

540 GOSUB 940

550 LE=SEGH(LI1%. 1, LEN(L1%)—}
L3 : '

5460 GOTO S20

570 LN=VAL (SEG% (L. $.1,R—1))!

LLINE NUMBER

S80 LE=SEGE{_$.RB.161) ! REMAT
NDER OF LINE

3P0 A=0

&S00 GOSUB 740 . i
H10 C=INTILNAZ254) ! CONVERT L

INE NUMBER TO TWO CHARACTERS
620 DSsLN~-CH

630 AF=CHRS(CICHRS (D) CHRS (

42)L$CHR$(0) ! MERGE FILE F
640 PRIMT #2:A%

650 GOTO 430

560 PRINT "ERRDOR IN L INE AFT
ER" LN

670 EFI AG=-1

680 PRINT #2:CHR$ (255) CHRS (
255)



690 CLOSE #1

700 CLOSE #72, o

710 IF EFLAG=0 THEN 3IZ0

720 STOP :
730 REM TAKE INTIAL SPACES D
FF STRIMB

740 A=A+1

750 B=POS{(L%," ",A)

760 IF B=A THEN 740

770 L$=SEB$(L%,A, 1561)

780 RETURN

790 PRINT :"NAME OF PROGRAM
FILE TO BE":P%

800 INPUT " Mg
810 IF LEN{F$)=0 THEN 920
820 IF SEG$(F%$.1, 3)(¥"DSV" T
HEN 790 -
830 FOR I=1 TO 3

840 IF SEG®(F%, 4. 1)—5TR$(I)T
HEN 870 . .. ] i
850 NEXT 1 ' S
860 GOTO 790 -
870 IF SEG%(F%, 5. 1)c>" " OTHE
N 790 .- . me e
880 FDR I=6 TD lEN(F$)

%0 IF SEBS(F%, I.1)=" © THEN

790 ¢ SPACE ILLEGAL IN FILE
NAME TR :
900 IF SEBS(F$.I.1)="." THEN
‘790 ! PERIOD ILLEGAL IN FIL

T E NAME S : !
910 NEXT I e :
920 RETURN
930 REM GET ONE LINE OF FILE

AND REMOVE ANY CONTROL. CHAR
ACTERS AT END ‘
940 LINPUT #1:L% 4
P50 IF LEN{(L$)=0Q THEN 1020
960 IF ASC(SEB$(L$,LEN(L$), ]
))>31 THEN 990
P70 LS=SEG$(LE, 1,LEN(LS)—1)!
stmnvs ANY CONTROL CHARACTE

980 IF ILEN(L$)=0 THEN 1020
P90 IF SEB$(L$,!.1)<CHRS (128
) THEN 1020
1000 L$=SEG$(L$,2, 161)

1010 IF LEN{L®%) THEN 990 .
1020 RETURN

‘ool review continued

“The only reservation I have is in the chosen method of

wbinding., I don’t fee! that a scft cover is durable enough,

“towever, 1 do see its necessity {for price, My suggestion
would be to go to a spiral binding for ease of typing in
programs and possibly extending the Iife of the spine,

IBM PC, r VS. ?F/448
reprinted from the ARIZONA 99 US.

Many of the publications are calling the IBM PC;r*s BASIE
very luxurious, They say the BASIC includes commands that
are seperate utilities on most other home computers, such as
RENUM, TRON, TROFF, FILES, and KILL. Those of yau that have
had your 99/4A awhile already know that your computer has all
these coamands built-in also.

The RENUN is NUM with the 99/4A, The TRON is TRACE.  TRCFI
js UNTRACE. FILES is just listing a directory fros the DIG

HANAGER, and KILL is DELETE froa BASIC or EXTENDED BASIC,

The PC;r's built-in ROM BASIC is 32¢ bytes long. The 99/4A°:
built-in ROM BASIC is 28K bytes loag. Dnly &K bytes shorter
and & Int less expensive.

The PCjr's EXTENDED BASIC cartridge adds ancther 32K of RO
BASIC.  The TI-99/8A%s EXTENDED BASIC cartridge adds anothe
32K of ROM BASIC. Both are the same byte size. However, th
99/4A%s EXTENDED BASIC is only $99.00.
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WANT ADS...A SERVICE FOR MEMBERS DHLY.

One peripheral box, sew in original packaging, $100. Contac
Jesse Jolly or write to the clubs PO BOX for  mof
information.

Free to a good home. Ope slightly used coaputer "senitor
frog our old meeting place. See Larry Livergood for . a go
deal. : |



TEXAS
INSTRUMENTS

. March 28, 1984

Decatur 9%er UG
P.0O. Box 726
Decatur, IL 62525

Dear 99/4A OWners-

I would like to take this opportunlty to thank each of you
for your loyal support of our products, and also to pass on
~information concerning a change in the services we have been
offering to our customers.

Effectlve April 2, 1984, Texas Instruments will no longer
sell products for the TI ~99/4A Home Computer. As you may
recall, when we announced our withdrawal from the home
computer market we said we were committed to providing

product sales support until such time as another means of
~support could be identified.

Arrangements have now been concluded to provide availability
- for all existing software through an organlzatlon separate
from Texas Instruments. The Triton company is a
well-established direct-response/mail order firm, and we are
confident that they are capable of providing this continued
support. They may be contacted at:

Triton
P.O, Box 8123 _ ,
San Francisco, CA 94128

You may also call them toll-free at 800/227-6900 in the
continental Unlted States or at 800/632~4777 in California.

Although availability may be limited in certain areas, you
should also check with local Texas Instruments retailers if
you wish to purchase additional software titles. Many
titles may still be obtained through these retailers.

At this time Texas Instruments peripherals and accessories
are no longer in production and quantities are very limited.
To further assist you we can now provide a listing of many
third-party peripheral suppliers. -
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Please keep in mind that while the enclosed list is not
.comprehensive and while we cannot assume responsibility for
the quality or compatibility of any of these products, we do
feel that it is a means for additional enhancement for your
basic system

We do apprec1ate the understanding and patience you have

shown in the past months. It has been a most difficult time
for all of us, and we want you to know that we are still

very much committed to providing continued support of the

99/4A product line, including in- and out-of-warranty repair
capability, applications information and technical programming
assistance. :

Although we no longer formally coordinate TI Users Groups,

we do assist new groups and maintain and make available an
up-to-date group listing. 1In addition, we are interested in
receiving newsletters and information on your current act1v1t1es,
as your - participation makes our work that much easier.

I-would like to again emphasize'our appreciation of your
support and interest in Texas Instruments. We are justifiably
proud of our commitment to excellence in both our products

- and customer service. I hope that we continue to warrant.
your support, as we will make every effort to work with your
group in the coming yvears.

If you have further questions or comments or should you
require assistance, please contact us at the letterhead
address.

Sincerely,

Carl Gundlach
Manager, Consumer Services

Jdas
Enclosure



TEXAS
lNSTRUMENTS

TI-99/4A Home Computer
~ Third-Party Peripheral Suppliers
' Effective March 23, 1984

MANUFACTURERS OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS HAVE REPRESENTED THAT

THEIR PRODUCTS ARE COMPATIBLE WITH THE TI-99/4A. HOWEVER,

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE QUALITY
OR COMPATIBILITY OF ANY OF THESE PRODUCTS.

FLOFPPY DISK DRIVES (Stand-~alone:)

Percom Data Cor., 11220 Pagemill Rcad, Dallas, TX
75243 Phone NUmber. 214/340 ~5800 Yo

(UtlllZlng TI DlSk cOntroller )

Software Support Inc., One Edgell Road Farmlngham,
MA 01701 Phone Number' 617/872 9090

Internatlonal 99/4 Users—Group, Inc., P.O.'Box 67,
~-Bethany, OK 73008 Phone Number: 405/948-1023"

Western Micro Sjstems, 2760 S. Havana, Suite S, . . .
”'Aurora, Cco 80014 Phone Number: 303/337-5909

WINCHESTER DISK SYSTEMS o

Myarc, Inc., P 0. Box 140 Basklng Rldge, NJ 07920

STAND—ALONE RAM EXPANSIONS L

'Ultracomp Systems, 1001 Ogden Avenue #5, Downers Grove,

IL 60515

Doryt Systems, Inc., 14 Glen Street, Glen Cove, NY
11542

Tachyon Systems, 5125 S. Westwind Way, Xearns, UT
84118

Intellitec Computer Systems, 2337 Bonanza Court,
Riverton, UT 84065

RAM EXPANSION CARDS FOR PERIPHERAL BOX
-Intellitec Computer Systems, 2337 Bonanza Court,’

Riverton, UT 84065 :
Foundation, 74 Claire Way, Tiburon, CA 94920

Page 1
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' PRINTERS

v

O RELAAD
INSTRUMENTS

.TI-99/4A Home Computer
Third-~Party Peripheral Suppliers’
-Effective March 23, 1984

MANUFACTURERS OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS HAVE REPRESENTED THAT

THEIR PRODUCTS ARE CCOMPATIBLE WITH THE TI-99/4A. HOWEVER,

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE QUALITY
CR COMPATIBILITY OF ANY OF THESE PRODUCTS.

STAND—ALONE RS5—-232 INTERFACES

Ultracomp Systems, 1001 Ogden Avenue #5 Downers Grove,
IL 50515 o

Intellitec Compﬁter Systems, 2337 Bonanza Court
Rivexrton, UT 84065 - ‘

Model Masters, Inc., 22411 Mountaln Laurel Way,‘
Diamond Bar, CA. 91765 o

RS—232 INTERFACE CARD FOR PERIPHERAL BOX

Informatlon Assoc1ates, P O Box 2207 Acworth GA
30101 )

STAND-ALONE.PARALLEL (CENTRONICS—COMPATIBLE PRINTER) INTERFACES

Intellltec Computer Systems, 2337 Bonanza Court,
Riverton, UT 84065 :

T e e PLETEE s AT

There are numerous companies advertising printers which
can be used specifically with the TI-99/4A, but in
reality, almost any printer which can be interfaced
via the RS-232 serial or Centronics parallel methods
can be used by means of the appropriate cable -
obtainable from one or more of the vendors in the
YCABLES, SUPPLIES, & MISCELLANEOUSY section below.

MONITORS _ .
Vid-Com, 1018 E. Philadelphia St., York, PA 17403

Any video display which can accept NTSC composite video
or VHF channel 3 or 4 RF can be used.

Page 2
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TEXAS
INSTRUMENTS

- TI-99/4A Home Computer
Third-Party Peripheral Suppliers
Effective March 23, 1984

MANUFACTURERS OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS HAVE REPRESENTED THAT
THEIR PRODUCTS ARE COMPATIBLE WITH THE TI-9%/4A. HOWEVER,

. TEXAS INSTRUMENTS ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE QUALITY
. OR COMPATIBILITY OF ANY OF THESE PRODUCTS.

- JOYSTICKS

p'Newport Controls, BlShOp, CA - 93514 : -
-Nebulous Enterprises, P.O. Box 99, Swartz Creek
- MI - 48473 i '
- Jackson Design, 12520 Rldgeton Dr., Lake51de, CA 82040

- Wico Corp., Consumer Dlv., 6400 W.:Gross Point Road
R Nlles, IL 60648 : oAl :

dSeveral of the vendors in the "CABLES SUPPLIES &
" MISCELLANEOUS" section below after adaptors whlch

..can allow any Atarl—compatlble Joystlck to be used
w1th the TI 99/4A.- _

 MODEMS . . LEE | |
. Atichor Automatlon, 6913 Valjean AVe., -Van Nuys, CA
91406 RS

.,‘_i,‘.

”Any modem whlch can be 1nterfaced via the RS-232 ser1a1
....or Centronics parallel methods can be used by means of

- the appropriate cable obtainable from one of more of

“x the vendors in the "CABLES, SUPPLIES, & MISCELLANEOUSY
section below. .

BAR CODE READER |
Databar Corp., Eden Prairie, MN 55344
" LIGHT GUN

Non-Polyoptics, 13721.Lynn Street #15, Woodbridge, VA
22191 _ ' : .

-
3

- KEYPAD

Computech Distributing, 209 E. wWalnut, Springfield, MO
65805
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TeExAs
INSTRUMENTS

-TI~-99/4A Home Computer
Third-Party Peripheral Suppliers
Effective March 23, 1984

MANUFACTURERS OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS HAVE REPRESENTED THAT
THEIR PRODUCTS ARE COMPATIRLE WITH THE TI~-99/4A. HOWEVER,
TEXAS INSTRUMENTS ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE QUALITY
OR COMPATIBILITY OF ANY OF THESE PRODUCTS

COOLING FAN

Reallty Software, 4615 Kensington Dr., San Dlego, CA
92116. T S :

.CABLES  SUPPLIES, & MISCELLANEOUS

'v;d—c:om, 1018 E Phlladelphla St., ‘York, PA 17403
Tex-Comp, P.0O. Box 33084, Granada Hllls, caA 91344

-Danien Enterprlses, Inc., P.O. Box 522036 Miami, FL
33152 -

Software Support Inc., One Edgell Road Framlngham, MAa -
01701 -
- 9Y97er-ware, P.O. Box 5537 Eugene, OR 97405
‘Towertronlcs Inc., P. O . Box 18870, Fort Worth, TX
- 76118 &
Tenex Computer Marketlng Systems, Box 6578, south Bend,
- IN 46660 _
Denali Data Design, 1413 N. McKlnley Ave., Oklahoma
City, OK 73106 .z - ..
) Compro Systems, P.O. Box 33173 Cleveland, OH 44133
{ Cintronics, 431 Ohio Pike #206C, Cincinnati, OH 45230
' ~Western Micro Systems, 2760 S. Havana, Suite 5, Aurora,
CO 80014 '
International 99/4 Users-Group, Inc., P.O. Box 67,
Bethany, OK 73008 '
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