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OUR NMEXT MEETING

DATE: November 1, 1988 TIME: 7:30 PM PLACE: Gle=nwood Recreation Ceriter
2010 8. Chapman Street.

Bring your blank disks!!! We are going to have a program swap with the
entire users group library and several member ‘s personal libraries.
Everything vou ever wanted will be therg!!

Don‘'t forget the coffee and fellowship on November Znd to be at Bonnie
Jones” house in Thomasville {(see map on back page of this newsletter).

MINUTES

The monthly meeting of the Guilford 99er Users’ Group was held on the 4th of October at the Gienwond Recreational Center
in Greensboro, N.C. There were 9 members and 3 visitors present,

The seeting was opened by Secretary Jones as the President was not on tise. President Hughes arrived after & bit and
took over his duties,

There was no old business to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS:

Carl Foster made a motion that the secretary send a post card to a group of former members that have left the club. The
motian carried. farl will supply the list he has an hand with the ald membership listing.

President Scott asked if any members were interested in “C* and there was not much interest shown. He gave members
information he had pn the subject and is in the process of compiling on his computer,

Herman told mesbers that no ane was using the BBS and that since the Tl files are taking up around 20 MB of space, and
the PC users are very active on the board, we wiil probably lose our soace to them if not used. Those with modems were urged
to use them to download the library 4iles. '

The disk froa member Jim Everstt was presented to the ciub and will be put in the library., Thanks Jim.
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The disk of the month was offered and there were 4 zald.

PROGRAM:

The program this month was presented by Bob Carmany and was on music and the TI. Boh demoed a few music disks and how
they were reproduced on the TI. It was a very good demo and enjoved by tne members.

After the program, members were reminded that the seeting for November will be held at Eonnie dJones’ home in homasvillie.
N.L. It wiil be the first Wednesday in November which will be on the 2ad. However, the members are invited to meet at the
recreation center on Tues. the 1st, of November (which would be our regular meeting night) for a disk-swap sessian.

The meeting was adjurned at 9100 P.H.

Respectfully submittaed,
L.F. "Mac® Jones, Sect/Treas
Guilford 9%er Users' Group US
RarFMiBL.INMNMG BYTES

By: “Hac Jones"

It sure was nice to see some familiar faces that have been missing from the meeting lateiy, Carl came to see us and also
Diil Woodruff. Nice to have visilurs alwo, which included Mr. and Mrs. Chessire from Winston Salem and alsp Bill Prent:ce
from Susmerfield. [t’s been a long time since we had visitors.

There will be a disk swapping on the first Tuesday of November. It would ordinarilv oe aur meeting aishé, but Hrs.
dones  (Bonnie}  has graciously invited the ¢lub te her hame in Thomasville for the mestina. but it must be on Kednesdav. GSo.
we will have the regular meet in Thomasville. [ will be glad to qive anyane instructions to her home if thev 1st me &now,
She gave me a map at the meeting. . '

Herman made some qood commenis about the BBS and those of us that have modems shouid be using the downioad to ast the
files there before they are gone. ! am afraid that I am also quilty of not usinag it to the fullest, bit I got "hooked® on the
Echo and it takes most of the time just to read all of the WATS mail which is verv interesting, There are nuite a few
"come down on you®, that's the piace! "\:

i had a right funny thing happen with the newsletter from our mates down under. About 2 weeks apo. we received the
August issue. Then yesterday, we received the July issue! [ quess one was on a boat and one fiew, who knows™!

fnyhow, they are great newsictters and you should be checking them out for the yreat articles in them. #As vou know. our
own Bob Carmany iz a contributor to the Huater Valley, so it's got to be qoodi!

[ noticed in EAR that our friends in Great Britian, Scott and Jo Ann Copeland are having “moving pains' and seess it is
causing some concern as to a meeting place. I mention thic ta remind all of our memberc how fortunate we are o have 2
reqular neeting plare provided cosplete with heat and air cond. which really aeans a lot to a club. I hope that with the
coming of the "coal™ season that soze more of our members will show up again.

¥ell, as to the stand alone disk drive we {(Seorge and I} were working on, we came to an impasse and ! must admit I can qo
so farther on it, We tried to haook the cahble from the Phox drive tn the drive 7 and we straooed the head seei and dsk? socket
pins and tried it, It pave us a device error. We tried it with the resistor pack in and out and it pade no diéierence. 1
called George McCormick, who said he had done this many times, and he said we needed to twist the cable hooking the two drives
together. we did this and the LED on the Pbox drive stayed 1it all the time. We Hid evervthing we knew to do to no avail. I
sust admit that I am not very learned in the electronics of a disk drive, so Fill Woodruff said he would give it a shot, |
will gladly pass it to him at the next meeting.!

The weather is kinda gqetting to the pnint where it makes vou want %o out 2 loa on the Tire and curl up wWith a cood T
program, doesn’'t it? l'm sure we will have some more hot weather hefore the ®hin freeze" rolis in =0 det evervihing reacy
cause it's coming! Until next time, enjavy the good Tiees.

I

linlocking The Leckups

Having any problems lateiy {ike your computer locking up right in the middle of sesething impartant? Me too!® A few davs
ago 1 was typing in a short grogras, well under 100 lines, and about S0 lines down the road [ aat a steady cursor and I krow
right away that all [ nad just typed in was going to be flushed! Yes, I know vou are suppose to save to disk after about ;O’;§>
lines or so, but how many really do it when it's a short program?

Anyhow, [ didn't save it as I should have and it was all lost because of a dirty contact somewnere. I had had @
happening with games and other programs lately, so I decided to do something abaut it. [ disconnected all the wiring érae
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console and took it out irn the shop along with the extended basit cartridge. First, 1 openad the cart by uhscrewing the
holding screw and prized the covers apart. After all the things I have done tn the console, I was not at all bothered about
opening the cari. There was a time when I was apprehensive about even jarring the consoie too hard fearing that 1 would
damage it, bul since over the vzaw | have found this little rascal to be almost indestructive, § don't ming tearing inta any
part of the systes. After remavinc the circuit 4oard from the cart. [ ewamined the fingers on the board and found a lot of
dirty film there, By using a spray de-greaser and a soft pencil eraser I removed all film down o a shiny metal acain, [ was
sure to rclean both sides, as there are double (top and battos} camtacts. Then I placed the cleaned circuit bosrc back 1nto
the halves and snapped them shut. By replacing the holding screw I was through with that sart of av problem. Time, about 15
minutes,

Next came the cansole. By now it was old hat takinn that apart! I removed the orom nort and orited the plastic retainer
that halds the felt slot that the cartridge olugs throuoh, and discarded it. As friend John Willforth said to me snce, "enat
thing causes mpre lockups than most anything else', I then cleaned the fingers on the board that olugs intg the cansole siat.
Next came the fingers on the I/0 socket in the side of the console which completed av cleaning. Time, abaut 45 minutes.

Then, after taking it back in the house and hooking all the wires back up, ! ran a few proorams. tried tvpino about a
dozen lines, and banged it around a little and not one iock up occwred. [ have been using it for cuite a while new end have
had no lock ups. [ have started remesbering {o save everything to disk after about a dozen line anvhow, cause vou never know.

If you have been having lockups, and your equipsent is getting that way if you have never cleaned it. then why not  take
about an hour of your time, say on the next rainy week end, and give it a oood cleaning. You will be nlad vou did the next
time you have run up the highest score around on your faverite came and all of a sudden...... LOCKUPHTT {*Mac*)

A FEW WORDS

fs everyone knows, TI has long since left the home computer sarket. But in spite of that fact. the 99748 continues to
survive despite the predictions of its demise some S years ago, One of the biogest reasons that we, as TI owners. still have
software and hardware 15 the network of Users Sroups scattered throughout the world., Did T sav worid? That's ripht! Some of
the mpst active grougs aren’t Rere in the 4,5, but in fAustralia, Sweden, West Germanv and other places.

#hilz our own U5 has a dwindiing membership, others are vibrant and very strong with their memdershit nusberinc in the
hundreds of assbers, What does our awn little group offer? Why should T renew mv membership for another year?

Beveral of our members nave direct contact with the most orogressive software authors in the TI world, Wi.rs alse coul
vou get tne latest copv of F'WER ----probably the best software shell ever written for the TI. It replaces no less than
cartridges and will load anv program imaginahie! Oh ves, it is in me US librarv and up on our iocal fand fresid EES.  In
fact, there are some 6,5 meos of TI stuff up on our board at the sresent time. Resides, F'NER. there is the BED lcader ‘or
supercarts, the latest version of ARTHIVER (Yn 3.02) and one of the very best terminal proorams ever written for the 11
~~=TELCD {row in ¥n 2,2{). The professionaliv-written proorams alene are worth the $12 membership fee (I would sncourace a
software donation to the program’s author as weiii. The list of programs goes gn ang oni There are label orograms that will
print grapnics or just create a disk label, datahase programs and much, much more!

Besidez the prograss that are up on the BBS and in the UG library, our individual sesbers have a weaith of prograss in
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their personal libraries. In fact, some of the better programs are those user-written ones that never nmade it t8 the
"fairware” circuit. There are utilities to manipulate text files in ways that you probabiv never dreamt af --- like totalling
numerical entries in a Ti-Writer file or sorting a text file in descending order in multiple fieids. Interesting -— ncw a

word processor can become a mini-soreadsheet ar a mini-database, In fack, just about any kind of program that you wanf is
available as a user-wrifien program somewhere within our U8 ---all you have to do is ask. .

Technical expertise is another reason to be a member of a US, We have memuers who are willing to spend their time and
effort to help you if there iz a2 orchlem with your system or if vou just need come advice sn any terhniral tanie. All of this
tor the price of your yearly membership.

Not enough? Well, how about this! We are cwrrently exchanging newsletters with a host of other Users Groups. Contained
in the newsietters is a mountain of information to help just about any Tler from the novice to the expert. There are hardware
projects———from building a simple joystick cable replacement to building an EPROMMer or a 3-slot PED from scratchi There are
programming tips in BASIC, FORTH, £-99, or just about any computer language that you can imagine. All of thesa exchanqe
newslatters are available to be checked out from our secretary at cur monthly meetings. A1 you have te do is ask!

Still not encugh? Well varipus members aiso have sources of TI peripherals --- where to order that particular item that
you need to complete your system. There are price lists, catalogs, and other materials available whenever vou want them
--just ask.

The anly requisite +o accesc all of this it to ehow up once a menth at our meeting. Pay your $12 dues once a  vaer andg
you get all of this with ow own newsletter “thrown in®. It is even mailed right to your front doar!
Now that TI is completely out of the picture, the real strength of the 99/8A is the US netwark. Renew your meabership
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next month or, if you aren’t an active sember, join us! Stop by a meebing and see whal's going un in the TI werld.  This
machine will still doc things that are amazing!

!

QUICK AND DIRTY <

Often times, programs are written in pairs or trios with the idea of a main applcation program and one or moro
"utilities” to g0 along with it to make everything easier to use. An excellent evample is the TI-ARTIST series of
supplementary programs that go aiong with the TI-ARTIST original. Soeetimes, however, programs just seea to fit together as
if they were geant to be so writien, An excellent erxample of this 1s the series of two programs discussed in this article.

The two programs are CMINDEX by Francisco Garcia and a TI-WRITER (or F'WEB) SORT utility by David Romer and John Clulow.
The two groqrams were written at coapletelv different times and there was no atteapt to have one work with the cther.
Fortunataly for us, they do work very nicely together indeed!

Basically, it it a data-base prograe that will aiiow vou to do some "muick and dirty" data-base manipulations. Branted,
it isn't as wversatile anfd powerful as PRBASE or some of the athers but for magazine indexes, program indexes, and mailing
iists it is superb. -

Wr. Gargia, unfortunately, is afflicted with the same "malady" that affiicts many software authors. He can write an
excellent program but the documentation is sedly lacking, Most prograssers know intuitively how the orogram cerates because
they wrote it but they sometimes find it difficult to pass the information on to athers, With this in mind. I have decided to
“take a whatk” at setting the record straignt. ’

Gefore we go into the "nuts and bolts" of the program, let's take a look at the contiguration options that are availabie.

The first of these is 'SYSTEM CONFIGURATIOM'. To chanae any of the sotions, Just press the corresponding nusher kev (0
returns you to the main menu).

PAUSE controls the ability to mause. stop. continue. or selectivelv print a record to vour cutput device - ail durinqﬁ::%
the FIND partion of the program. All of these options are availabie if this option is O,

SEEX controls whether you search all of the fislds for a string or narrow your search to a specific field.
ISUPPER converts incoming strings o ugpercase just for the purposes of comparison 14 it is ON.
INVERT toggles the inverse video display on and off — 3 matter of personal preference.

PRN 5TAT tells the FIND particn of the program whether or not to orint out the status reports designated by the
TOF/CUTPUT CONFIGURATION.

ST0P CHAR is the ASCI] value of the character that you choose to stop or abort the string search during the FIND oortian
af the program

HOLD CHAH is the ASCI] value of the character that you choose to pause the display during the FIND portion of the
progran, .

CONT CHAR is the ASCII value of the character *hat you choose to continue the string search in the FIND portion of the
prograa,

HERDERS tomgles the headers from magazine {Mas.!, program (Pro,}, or address list,

FTOFFOUTPUT CONFIGURATION works just like 'SYSTEM CONFIGURATION' as far as the selection anc tooeling of the optiens
concernad.
8- - determines where the autput wiil oo (ie. Prn/Scr,Prn, or Scri. '“QX
F #ME is usually used for the namse of your printer and is set for the default of PI0. However, anv valid perishera
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devicename can be used. for example, you could send the output to DSK2.filename (more later).

T0F T0GELE is the Top Of Form togole that determines whether or not a form feed will ce sent after the last record is
read at the enu of a search.

T0F COBE :s the ASCII value of the character used for a form feed by your peripheral device {ie. vour orinter), It is
usually 012,

PRN TITLE tells the FINDER section whether or not to print the title headers.
SPACING is the spacing between the records as they are printed.

SELECT can be used when the output is directed ¢p the screen to seiectivelv orint records tp a orinter or other
peripheral device. It is reset to OFF when the 5HOW option is changed but can be reset to vour ssecification anv “ime vou
Wish.

PRN STYLE controls whether the output will be one 80-column line {LINE). in multi-line (BREAK) or in a wmailing latel
foramat.

That covers the two system configuration aptions so let’s take a ook at the ENTER and FINDER options., Since vou have +a
have some data entered before you can search, we will start with ENTER.

Ta do this right, we will start with a scenarip that assumes that we are going to index the Suilford 99er newsietters,
We will manipulate the data along the way as well.

The first thing that we need to do is locad *he program with either £/ optieon S or through F'¥EB. Once the orooram is
loaded, adjust INVERT to your greference and make sure that the HEADERS option is set o “Mag.’'. Then, press “0" iz get back
to the main 7enu and select the ENTER section. Then, just follow the prompts. Filename is in the form ‘DSKx.filename’ and
the rest is "#ill in the blaniks®, The program will periodically save the records 1o disk under vour chosen filsname or aonend
them to an existing filename. To guit, type END on the first line of an entrv.

It 15 now several hours later and we have typed in the complete index of HV9® nswsietterc under the 4itename of "NEWS".
The file is a D/V 80 file that zan be read {and modified) bv £ 'WEE or TI-Writer.

The "NEWS" file is a long one and we have deciced thai it would be more mananeable if it were sglit into individual vears
{ie. B3, ‘84, etc). To zplift the file {ur reorder it} we must first select the QUTPUT CONFIGURATION menu. SHOW should he
on ‘Prn/Scr’ and PRM STYLE should have ‘LINE" selected. e want to save this lab to disk soowe select PN NAME and tvoe in:
‘DSK2.MAGES " at the prompt (remember ANY valid peripheral name fits here).

30 back o SYSTEM CONFIGURATION and toppie SEZ¥ o a2 selected field for faster processing, Since we nave entered the
vear in tield ¥4, we wil choose that field as the selected one {entries shouis be in the form AUGES),

Now go back to the main menu with "0" and select the FINDER section., At this point, the program is similar to the ENTER
section. The filename is in the form 'DSKx.filename’. In our case, "DSK1.NEWS® and the string to be searched for ts *85°,
The program will churn until it finds the first ocourrence of the string and save 1t to DSY2,MAGES. Wher 1t pauses with a
fuil screen, press “EY and it will continue until  the entire file has heen gearched. Ther, choose the ather vears in
succession if you want.

One small task remains. After exiting the program, jocad up the F'WED editor and load "MAGBES' from the aporopriate drive,
Remave the first cousle of header lines at the very beginning of the file and the last couple of lines with tne fore feed and
gther FIND information, GSave the file to disk and you have extracted the index for 1985.

0f course, you could search by amy other field that you wanted ang selectively extract whichever recorde that you wanti.
In fact, it ic a simple matter to use a sector editor and change the headers themselves as long as you uge tne same number of

characters as the original and MAKE SURE THAT YOU D0 IT ON A COPY::

Incidentaliy, the CMINDEY system is in the UG library along with inderes of MICROpendium and 99er /HCH.
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Soc far, w8 have talked about a pseudo-reorder of the files that we were working with {ie, dividinc trem up by eelecrad
yeari. Now we will look at ansther utility that will do a true file sort of a D/V B0 file. In fact, it wili zurn tha* “auick
ang dirty® CMINDEX database inta something that is really preductive!

By Wwife was working on a membership listing and needed the data aorderec in descendinc order. 1 xnew that somawnere 1
the dark recesses of a disk box was a prograg that might do the job., [ ran acress a program that I had re-namec Zw-3057 (I
don'L remerier wist the ariginal name wesi. Arnyway, it is a utility originally weitten for TI-WRITER by Jobe Clulow =i
Romer that was designed to sort a D/¥ B0 file, It icads from E/A option 5 (or £'WEB) ouite nicelv. A CMINDEX dava +il= loads
pasily!

Pave

The program :s menu-driven and extremely easy to use. Choose LOAD DATA FILE and you are ready to sori. You ar2 then
pffered two sort opticns: QUICK SORT and SHELL SORT. Choose the ane that vou pretfer and a two-line display is showr with tne
tirst line of text and the column incex below 1t. You are then prompted to define the primary and secondary field,  This ics
dona by entering the appropriate column numbers (and pressing <ENTER: afrer each), The program will then sort the data, dhen
1t is finished, you can save the re-ordered file to the appropriate storage device.

The grogram 15 very easy to use and the only fimitation that | have been able to find 15 that vyou are limite¢d o 300
lines of text [nr J00 EMINDEX records) per sortable file, On the other hand, the sort routines are quick and accurats and it
ig very easy to use and the limitation can be easily aovercome by cresting severaj files of data.

ALl in all, the compination of CMINDEY and SORT takes the place of a more complicated database for all of those spall
iabs that weren’t worth cranking up PREASE to go. Besides. since CMINDEX creates a D/V 80 #iles that can pe orocessse by
F'WEB or TI-WRITER. vou have much more fiexsbility when it comes to arinting a finished product. You don't have a datafile
that can only be read by the program tha created it as is the case with PRBASE, for example. The combination of orogramss ic
definitely worth a long, second loak!

SFIRITED SFRITES
by Mack Mc Cormick

Detinition: fny shape or zolor. Can ooccupy screpn pasitions independent of any character alreodv orozent,  Onoe et irso
motion, can move independently of direct program controi. You can magnifv or make double size,

How they can bte used: Up to 32 sprites on the screen at any one time. Can be used in GRAPHICS ang MU
Also can be used in BIT MAP mode but not the automatic motion feature. Sorites cannct he used in the TEXT made.

There are three tables which contain all the information needed o use sprites:
1. SFRITE ATTRIBUTE TABLE

a. Sprite Fosition
b. Sprite {plor

2. .-SPRITE DESPRIPTOR TABLE

a, Sprite Pattern Identifier
b. Specify magnified or double sized sprites.

J. SPRITE MOTION TABLE
a. Define X and ¥ velotities af Sprites.

DEFAULT LOCATIONS OF SPRITE TRELES

Tahle Tahle Beqins at this VDP address
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SPRITE ATTRIBUTE TABLE 030
SPRITE DESCRIPTOR TABLE »0400
SPRITE MOTION TABLE »0780

Sprites are nusbered from O to 31,

Here's how the screen is set up,

Here's how the screen is defined for Spritess

Coluans are labeled starting from the left from ¢ to 255 {300 to »FF). Rows are numbered from top ieft. the first row is
numbered 256 (3100}, followed Dy the numbers © to 190 (30 tc “BE). Each screen location defined in this manner is referres o
as a pixel. A pixel i3 the smallest area of the screen you can furn on or off. Heres the way it jooks:

Pizel ! is in row »100 column 302. P4 is in row BE column Y0i.

Here are the formuilas to convert row and column locaticns to pizel locations:

GRAPHIC TO PIXEL CONVERSIONS

GRAPHIC ROW TC PIXEL ROW GR¥E-7=PR
GRAPHIC COLUMN TO PIXEL COLUMN SC¥8-7=PC

MIXEL ROW TO GRAPHIC ROW INT (PR+7)/B~3R
PIXEL COLUMM TO GRAPHIC COLUMN INT(PC+7}/8=6C

SPRITE ATTRIBUTE TABLE

Begpins at VDF 20300 by default. Contains the present position of sprites and their colors. Each sorite akes up  four
bytes in the tabie. The first byte is the row or Y position of the sprite, The second byte is the column or % zasition. The

third byle references the pattern of the sprite as to whers it is located in the Borite Descriptor Tahle, The fourth hvie is
the early clock atiribube zns alsg codes for the color of the sorite.

When the cof.uler moves sprites it updates the irformation in the sprite atiribute table. The more sprifes it has to
update the longer it takes to execute the program.  To shorten this time place a value of D0 as the ¥ iocation of the :owes:
nupbered ner-meving sprite.  Always let the final cnused sprite be undefined 5y specifvino the ¥ lucalion as =00,

The third byte references & pattern in the Pattern Descriptor Taniz. Cam range $rom 00 fo OEF,
third byte contained B0 it would point to »0400 throuch 30407 in the Sprite Descriptor Table.

The farth bvie controls the earlv clock and color. The #irst four hits control the early clgck. 4 the Gage Bir {3 1
reset to zero the early clock is off and the location of the sorite is said o be it's upper left hand corner. Thic means the

sprite wiil fade in and out an the right hand side of the screen. [f it 2 ic on the sorites locatior is shifred 37
the left. The sprite can than fade in ang out from the ieft side of the screen,

T

Bits 4-7 of ovie four contain the color.  Same as other YDP colors 0 to 3.
Heres an sxample Sprite Attribute:
Sprite ¢ Sprite 1
SAL  DATA  :335h,3BGOL, -ABZB,XBI0F.:D0 -- Third Sorite Undefined
IRV |
Y X fcolor
pattern
SPRITE DESCRIFTOR TARLE
Just like the pattern cescriptor table for characters. usually begins at »0400. Addresses J0400 through »0407 are

defined as sprite pattern ¥B7.
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You can also make sprites magnified or double stzed oy writing a value to the two least sionificant kits of VIP recister
1.
SPRITE MOTION TABLE

Describes the X and Y velocities o each sprite. This table beoins at 0780, Before a sprite can be placed into sctic
several conditions must be met. Your program must allow interrupts wsing LIMI 2 but before accessino VDF RAM vou must disable
interrupts with 4 LIMI ©. You must indicate how many sprites will be in motion bv placing a value at CPU address 837A, For
gzample if sprites 2, 5, and 7 are in motion vou must plare an 3B at address »A37A which will allow motion of O throuch 7. 4
descripticn of the moticn must be placed in the Sprite Motien Table. Each sprite taies up four bytes in the tabie, Yhe first
byte is the Y velocity, the second hyte is the X velocity. The third anZ fourth bytes are used by the interrust routines,
just be sure you leave space for them. The following are allowed as values for X and ¥ velocities:

& value of »01 will cause the sorite to move one gixel every 16 VOP interrupts. About once svery 16/60 of a1 secong,

A thought: Have you aver seen a screen dump progras that would dump sprites? It could be done sv obtaining their location
and pattern and converting to printer pit graphics. Have fun!

T IWS INTRO

SO YD HAVE THIS FOWERFUL INSTRUMENT: THE T.1.WRITER, NOW WHAT DO YOU DO WITH IT7 (ANSWER: ANYTHING!D)

by Jack Sughrue

BUT FIRST YOU HAVE TC GET STARTED...

You're eucitedi At last vou have a word processor.  You open the packace and see a cartridoe. 3 disk. a verv laroe
naotebook, Al of 2 sudden the whole thing seems ratner overwnelmina.  "[711 never be able to lsarn all tnis stofd,

it was soing to e like a tvoewrifter. You dust plug 1t in and tvpe."

(=1
e
o
[w ]

[f vou felt that way when vou openef the packads, join the club. [ felf Ihat way anc, WLTh the gwgeotign 0f & fe”fﬁi

tachies who thrive on that sort of thing. st did most pecple.

Comouter word processors for most neoole tend to he rather overwhelming when first encountersd.

Na =weat.

The T.I. Writor, bGesides having all the sarvelous features contained in processors casting 25 much as +ive fimes iis
price, ic a relatively easy and very powerful tesl lor toy, depending upan vour perspectivel.

Let’'s skip the manual for a while, Instsad, [et’'s dip write in and prin something we've fvped !ihe puroosz of a word
processor, after alll.

Turn on your PeBow.  Turh on your acnitor.  Insert the T.l.Writer cariridge into the computer. Turn on the comouter,
Turn on your printer. Place the T.I.Writer disk into your drive. Press enter to move from the lopo screen.  Press 3

T.1.Kriter, Press {2 again for the English version. #And we're all sat!

Kow, we're going to do a couple things without exglapation just o get vou started. Once vou see HOW Yo o5 fnese inings,
we'll come oack to explain these choices to you.

First, type <T>. This is for TABS, You'll see a line of numbers secinning with L. L is the Left Hargin.  iLeave (%,

Move your cursor with the FCTN/S-—combination Yo the first letter 7. when vou get there, change it tc an I, Thisz i= an
automatic Indentation. Them continue with vour curscr feyond the Number Z and cevond the Nember 3 until vau reach the 2 after
the number 3. Type an R, This, ohviously, will b2 yow !%emgorary) Richt Margin, This will let vou view all of vour text
right on the screen, We can quicklv and verv easilv [in the same wav vou just zade these chanmes) chance the marpins before
we print.

We will not use the Formatter for our first few print jchs. HNo nesz,

rrass Lenter:, é::(

You are in the £¢it mode. This is the mode on all word orocesscrs where vou de the <voing.
fn +he left you'll sea Line Numoers. iet’s get rid of them nv pressinc the FCTIN/Zero comoo,
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At this paint, if you haven’'t substituted your T.L.Nriter Strip for the recular Command Strio above the number kevs. da
s,

That's better,

Now we can see the pracesses we'll need ‘o use now and then. (The process we just did, for example, is defined as LINE
#'s" on the strip. Tao qet them back just press FUIN/Tero again. Xany of the commands qo in and out iike hat. It's called
Toggling. )

When you leox at the strip you can see that some of the functicns are ssactly the zage for BASIC (]-Delets Character;
2-Insert Character; 3-Delete Line; ete.), but most are new.

Wiz also finally get to use that Control Key, which usually sits doing nothing in BASIC. The Red Dat Strip on the foo row
is a Control Command Strip. The Grev Dot Strip on the bottom row is the Function Command Strip.

Ferget all that for now,

Press the enter key a few times. This will jumn down a few lines, indenting along the wav.

Still, vou'll see the annoving "End of File Versicn 1.0" at the bottom. That s just there ta let vou know wherc  vour
text ends. After a while vou'll foroet it's there, But ! wish T.I. had used astericks instead.
Ah, weil.

Take the Alpha Lock Hey off. Uze the Skift Kav to make caps, just as vou would on 2 tvpewriter. angd begin twninn,

Tf yuu can’t think of anvihing to write, tvoe what vou had +or breakfast a- lunek, JUST KEEP TYPING. D7 KOT FRECS. ONTER
A5 YU WOULD IF YOU WERE ENTERING LINES IN BASIC, The T.I.Writer word-wraps automaticallv.

Tyze and tyne and type until you have 10 ar z0-lines. And stop.

See the command on the &rey Dot Strip above #9 Key? THIS IS THE BIGRIE! The Commanc/Escane Xey on all word grocessors  is.
the most important. It gets vou back to the Command Menu, :
Press FOTN/S,

oW we're back up to whare we started with the cursor blinking under the Tabs statement.

This time fype PF for Print File. Fnd press <Enter}.

When 1t asks for Device, type <PIO: or R823Z, if you're not using & Parallel printer T-ssz cEnterd.
Wnat you've typed will print out imeediately in the narrow screen widtn voy've Taboed.

Fast, sh?

Easy, too.

But vou don't want that width, and vou do wamt to learn how to do some of the neat thirgs this orocesssr has to offer.
My Oid Pappy used to say, "Patience is a virtue that never ran hirtug.®

fnd vou are back to ezactly whers you left off. #ith the cursor exactly whers vou ended, All commands when completed
refurn you rieht to the exact incation vou finished. This is a powerful +eature, as vou'il sopn leara,

Lat’z g5 one mere thing hefore we oet out of this Set Vou Started On Your Processor activity,

Press FOIN/9 again,
Then type T.

Bhere the | is change it to an L. Chance the next T to an 1. Ther run the cursor through ali the i
get %o the very end, Then back up to the 7 and tvoe R and press {Enter: . When you aet back to vour test. -
to the first word in vour text by using the FCTN/ (arrow kevsl. Then press CTRL/Z. This will Reforaat veur *axt into the new
width. It’ll do it right on the screen, creating thase weird but marvelous "windows,* anc will do the same for vour orinter.

Let's try it.

FCTN/? (the Command/Escape).

Type PF,

Now the PID will appear with the cursor. Just press <Enter> and the printing will start jmmediatelv.

iraows® ountil o ovou
un the cursor up

If you never learn another thing about your T.i.Writer, you tan at least use it as a tvpewriter (and making those sasy
corrections word processors are most famous for).

Volume S Nimher 1° Pane 9




You'll find, now that vou are typing and printing with ease, that the manual will oezin to make scme sense,
important thing is You have started!

For now, let's cet out of the processor. FCOTN/? acain. Tvoe O for Quit. Tvpe £ for Exii.  YOUR 4A3TERFIECE WL BE<§$
LOST FROM THE COMPLTER MEMORY, but vou have a printed copv of it in two forms, anywav.

1f vou had wanted to save the file to disk. vou would simply oo sack to the Command Mode with FUTN/G. tvoa ST lipr Save
File}. Then vyou would type DSKI.FILENAME (FILENAME beina whatever YOU name it in 10 lettere or iesc withooy g 2
or periods). The rext time vou load T.I.WRITER vou could type LF (for leoad File) i vou wanted this fiie again, Then ‘tvpe
DSKILFILENARE and vour file will load bark up asutomaticailv., CAUTION: Fach file nawe SAVED ¢m 2 disk aust dave a DIFFERENT
filenawe. You will sverwrite any file of the same name on the zame disk,

Anyway, experigent a bit. Once you've used the T.I.MRITER for a while, vou'll erobably want to gradeats f2 enpanced and
aore user~friendiy versions. BSome are comsercial, some public dowain, Some fairware (You pavy a modest suw 17 vou decige ¢
use It.) Examples of the last: BA BRITER ifrow Italy), TH NRITER from America, and FUNLHRITER {and fas Furtaer yndates
FUNEPLGS/) trom Australia itand lanada and Aserical. fThey are all excelient and are supertor te thelr excellent grandtather
discussed in this article.

Check with vour user group for these disks. I use excluzively the FUNLPLUS/ update of FURLKRITER, bur any of the above
would greatly Increase the power of an already powerful word processer.

A4 great part of the fun with a orocessor Is discovering what it can do for you, 3Stay with it. Put In 3 half-fheur a dav
for a month, After that, you will be changed for 1ife. Mever will vou wse a dingsaur {I mean, typewriteri asain.

EXEAEXER

-

APOLOGY: 1 feel 1 owe you an apology 4o The missing map to Thomasvifle, but hunt as I
may, 1 cannol gind Lhe dirnections Bonnde gave me at ithe Last meet. 1 assume
they were on the Last minutes of meeting page and when 1 typed them into the
computer, not noticing them 1 tossed the paper into the garbage. 1 can give the
address howevern:  Bonnde Joned, 609 Duke St., Thomasville, N.C. Sorry.

CATALOG DISK =
Did gou ever start to use one of the data base programs or
mailing list programs and forget what you saved the file rame as7?
If so, here is5 a little program that, after entering it into your
program, will catalog your disk for qou so you will not have to
uze the disk marnager to find the file name. @asz I do not krow as
to where 1 got this program, I don’t know who to give credit to,
You will have to have a program that gou can get intoc by
wsing the FCTA9 break option. Find the “Chgoice” menu whera you
Fick the function you want and add: *Catalog Disk® as  the neuxt
ane on the list, Then I suggest you "List® a high number so 4qou
can tell where your program ends. There You will ftype in the raw
cztalog program which 15 follows:
2000 OPEM #2:"DSK!L.", INPUT ,RELATIVE,IMTERNAL :: INPUT #3:0G%,M,N,
M :: PRIMT Mj;"FREE":::
2010 IMPUT #2:G8,N,N,0 1 IF LEN{(G%)>0 THEN PRINT G#,N :: GOTO
2010
2020 PREINT :: CLOSE #3 :: IMPUT "PRESS "ENTER® TO CONTIMUEY :GE ::
GOTO <line that start= your program)
I¥ Yyou kave any problems, let me know. "Mac"
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~ HERE®S THE DIRECTIONS

I felt bad about losing the directions to Bonhie's house in Thomasville,
so since it was my fault they were lost I gprang for a few bucks and called to
get them. Since the rnewsletter has already been printed, ! will just include
them in the membership rewsletter as they would not benefit the cut-of—towners.

@ince these directions were given by the Joungest member af the Jones
family, I hdpe they are accurate.

From ipterstate 85 South, you will zee a sign that says: TO HY &42. TURN
RIGHT TO THI Sf'ﬁCCES'S WHICH WILL BE FIMNCH FARM RDAD. FOLLOW FIMCH FARM ROAD TD
HIGHWSY &2, JTHIS SHOULD BE AT CIRCLE "O" MOBILE STATION. TURN LEFT AND SHOULD
ENCQHNEEgﬁﬂﬁLLY HILL ROAD. FOLLOW HOLLY HILL DOWMN & HILL AND PASS 2 GRAVEL
ROAD G e E NEXT FAVED ROAD SHOULD BE DUKE STRLCLCT. TURM RIOHT ON DUKE STREET

AND 407 SHOULD HAVE & LARGE MAGNOLIA TREE IN THE FRONT YARD.

Hopefully, we can find it!
"Mac"




