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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

September 17th several of the HUGger‘s Officers
and members traveled to Cincinnati to catch the TI
"Read Show.” [NOTE: You can read a report on  this
event elsewhere in this Newsletter.] | was glad to
have the opportunity, during the 4-5 hour drive to
Kick around some ideas concerning the Housier Users
Group: the main item of concern was the
GROWTH OF THE GROUP. We’d like to see the HUGgers
grow both in the number of members and in the
number of rescurces that can be provided to the

members. Your support so far has made us the only
officially recognized TI Users Group in Indy. You
have made it possible to provide and expand upon an
impressive software library of public domain
programs. Your fipancial support of the Hoosier
Users Group has made this Newstetter z
reality -- one that is now nationally, if not

internationally recognized! Your support encourages
us to attract quality  speakers and presentations

: our  menthly  meetings., Competent  and
avcomplished instructors have made HUG-spensored
classes available to our members in BASIC and now

Extended BASIL., We‘we certainly grown...AND
Officers would Tike tb PLAN FOR MORE GROWTH.
A MODEST PROPOSAL

the

The Officers would like to establish regional
HUG centers (Morth, South, East, West:. Each
center would have a staff ef “junior officers” who

would ke both accountable to ard in
with the elected HUG Dfficers.

communication
The regiuonal staff

would sponsor and host meetings in their area,
provide news and information through the
Newsletter, and collaborate with the elected
Dfficers in the planning of city-wide meetings and

events for the Hoosier Users Group. A regional
staff director would regularly attend the
second~Sunday~of-the~month meeting of the Group.

This 'person, provided by the Officers with a 1list
of the HUGgers who live in their area would contact

or be put in contact with others interescted in
developing a local Hoosier Users Group ‘branch
offfice.” Local meetings MAY  be scheduled -

independently and the elected Officers MAY wish to
schedule a second-Sunday-of-the-month meeting at a
regional center. More detaiis will be mapped out
A5 we interview people interested in becoming part

a regiona]l staff. e would like to have this
«{ructure in place by January of next
vear...WITH YOUR HELP! Please calil or write vour
Offtcers to express yvour interest or contact us at

the October 9th HUG meeting held at HUG CENTER WEST
{also Known as MicroComputers, Inc.)., Let’s hear
from yvou!. Don Donlan, HUGger President
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1983, 2:88 P.M.
DOM’T FORGET!!! ’

NEXT MEETING 1S OCTOBER %,
‘AT HUG CENTER WEST.

Look for a sampiing of programs from the
HUGger Library as the scheduled demonstration

for this meeting. Both BASIC and Extended
BASIC programs will be shown. Copies of
these programs will be available for sale
after the meeting for $5.80 per disk or
cassette, Deadline for ordering disk or
cassette copies is November 13, 1983. All
proceeds from this fund raiser goes to the

Hoosier Users Broup.

79’er FANS ---- {ook in the September, 1%83
issue of 9%°er for our HUGger Logo! 1t’s on
Page 54 in the Group Grapevine. This
announcement coincides with the announcement
of the Hoosier Usere Broup as an Official
Users Broup in the September T1 Newsletter.

RANDOM ACCESS READERS -— LooKk for the Hoosier
Users  Group listing in the Users HNews
starting with the September issue., Random
Access is a new computer magazine that is
published in Columbus, Indiana. It has
various Users Groups listings from thece
states: Indiana, Missouri, Illincis, Ohio,

Kentucky, Michigan, and Pennsylvania, For
those not familiar with Random Access, it can

be purchased - locally at Marsh  and
Preston-Safeway Supermarkets, :

ACLD ---~ The Indianapelis Association for
Children and Adults with Learning
Disabilities Show will be Outocber 14 and 15,
1983, at the AtKinson Hotel in Downtown
Indianapolis. WVolunteers can still register

by calling Barbara Uhrig at 244-3722 (days)
or 357-826B {evenings).
CARE PACKAGE ---- The

September, 1983 Care

Package included a disk containing S public
domain programs. This disk was added to the
HubBger Library and was named TEXAS-2,
TEXAS-2 includes these programs: 1, STOCK
RECORDS (Extended BASIC); 2. PIANO (Extended

BASIC); 3. READFAST (Extended BASIC); 4. FARM
(BASIE, TERMINAL EMULATOR 11 and SPEECH
required); and 5, SNAKES & LADDERS (BASIC or
Extended BASIC). LooKk for the description of
Snakes & Ladders elsewhere in this
Newsietter.



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

As reported in the President’s Corner of this Newsletter, Hoosier Users Group
representatives traveled to Cincinnati to attend the Cin-Day Users Group /Tl Road Show meeting.
Ed Wiest, the Users Communications Director conducts the Users Group Tours during the year *
promote communication and good will between the Users Groups and TI. '

Upon entering the Town Hall Meeting Room of Shillito’s and seeing the new ivory 99/4a,
wafertape and wafertape drive displared, was the first of many surprises that would be announced
during the course of this meeting. The presentation that Ed Wiest gave for the Cin-Day Users
Group was interesting and informative. .The demonstrations given were of soon to be released
software. The new releases you can expect to see this quarter will be in accordance with Tl e
plan to build up their library of game software for the %%/4A., Here are some of the games you
can expect to cee released before Christmas: Moon Mine, Hopper, MicreSurgeon, Mash, Jawbreaker
and FaceMaker. Another game, calied Entrapment runs from Mini-Memory. Look for a description
of Jawbreaker in the TI News Eriefs elsewhere in this Newsletter, Also check the article,
Utilizing Mini-Memory Capabilities for a description of Entrapment. A press release about
FaceMaker appeared in the September, 1983 issue of the HUGger Newsletter. In the gquesticn and
ansuwer session, Ed Wiest, and his assistant John Phillips, {a software engineer), revealed that
Tl plans to include more test modes in their game software. Two new games which will have test
modes are Moon Mine and Hopper,

Games or not, for those who want educational software, the Plato Series is dus tn be
released this quarter, Check the wupcoming November issue of the HUGger Newsletter for an
article on the Plato Series.

For owners of Mini-Memory, TI plans to release new software which will utilize that
cartridge’s abititr of program storage. Along with Entrapment, {which vou read about garlierd,
another new software release is planned for this guarter. Look 4For the release of the
TI-Miniwriter in this quarter. (Also check Utilizing Mini-Memory Capabilities for a description
of the TI-Miniwriter.)

A guestion and answer session, after the demonstrations of new sof tware, proved to be very
informational. One question forussed the release of a new computer. Check the HUGger Gossip
Shop for detzils on the new computer. Other questions centered on the CC-40 and ths Hex-Bie=.
Peripherals, P-Code, and Forth. Releases you could expect to see ifn the next six months incld
the ivory 99/4A, the 99/8, Hex-Bus Peripherals, a P-Code Spread Sheet, and Forth. Software and
hardware areas, which seem to be under review by Tl include: a videc interface for the CC-40, A
Laser Disk, and a Text to Speech Disk.

As TI's part in the home computer market increases, so will service in the area of Consumer
Relations. As a service to the computer owner, Tl has instalied more phone lines and changed
the toll-free Hotline number. The new TI Hotline number is: 1-BOO-TI-CARES. I+ wvou have
problems, suggestions or questions about TI products, "this toli-free number is all you need to
remember.” The TI-CARES Hotline hours are 8:00 a.m. to 6:15 p.m. (Central Darlight Time)
Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. <(Central Dayiight Time) of Friday.

In talking with Ed Wiest after the meeting, the Hoosier Users Group could hope for a
meeting in the spring Users Group Tours. No definate plans have yet been announced by Ed Wiest
concerning the HUGgers. If we are scheduled for a spring meeting, we can probably ook forward
to seeing new computer products, such as the Hex~Bus System <{including the wafertape and
wafertape drive), a demonstration of the "new computer", Plato, Forth, and other future soft and
hardware releases!?

I want to thank TI for offering these Tours to the recognized T1 \Users G8roups, and
whole-heartily approve of, and welcome their continuation, TI’s dedication to support of its
computer is refiected in their recognition of the local Users Group, distribution of the monthly
Users Group Care Package and in creation and implementation of the Users Group Tours.
Furthermore, 1°d 1iKe to thank the Cin-Day Users Broup for inviting members of the Hoosier Users
Group to Cincinnati for the opportunity to share in their Users Group Tours meeting

Anyway, back on the home front, for those of you HUGgers who missed the last meeting, Jeff
Hale, a 3 Corporation Consumer Representative was invited to give a presentation on 3M disks.
The presentation covered topics concerning construction, wuse, life, care, data sterage and
retrieval, and quality contrtol of 3M disks. He gave the members a toll-free phone number to
cxll if ypu have gquestions or problems concerning 3M disks. The 34 Diskette Hotline number
1-800-328-9438. After his presentation, Jeff then passed out samples of 3M diskettes to those
members who attended this meeting. This was only offered to to those who were at the meeting
and is no longer in effect. For the Officers, and myself, ] would Vike to thank Mr. Hale +or
giving an excelent presentation on disks.

I+ you, have any suggestions or comments that would benefit the rest of the membership,
please drop the Newsletter Editor and staff a Tine. From the conscle of the Editor...Pam Sims



ASSEMBLER LANGUASE GROUFP

From time to time, there has been talk about starting classes in assembler lanquage. As
our group has grown, so has the number of people interested in using the machine language of the
%900, Bill Jones of Indy is forming a discussion group that will meet in hic home to explore
" ogramming with the Mini-Memory and the Line-By-Line Assembler. The group is recommended for
.nose members who are already comfortable with  programming in BASIC. Meeting time is
tentatively set for Friday evenings. Those interested should call Bill at 925-5283.

AN ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD IN THE NEAR FUTURE........
ssenessssssIT’S ALL UP TO YOU!!

As the Hoosier Users Group membership grows, the services which we are able to offer you,
the T1 computer owner, will alsc increase. Informatieon is now being gathered on starting an
electronic Bulletin Board for use by the Hoosier Users Group members. The Officers hope to have
wour Bulletin Bgard on line by January, 1984,

However, even the best made plans cannot be implemented without your heilp. We need two
volunteers who have experience in Electronic Bulletin Board Operations. Minimum systems
requirements would also inciude the following: Memory Expansion, two (2) Disk Drives, R5232, and
an  answer/originate half or full duplex 300 baud Modem. The Officers would also like to get in
contact with people who are aware of programs. that run on the T 2944 which are designed to
operate an Electronic Bulletin Board.

TO MAKE this Bulletin Board, YOUR BULLETIN BOARD A REALITY, WE MEED HELP from & few
genercus persons. If wou wish to uvolunteer for this project, please contact the Officers at the
fictober Meeting.

Fleace plan to attend the October Meeting to participate in a discyssion on this subject.
14 you cannot attend the meeting, please contact the Officers through the HUGger F. 0. Box.

Editors Note: An operational Tl Bulletin Board System has been found in Atlanta. Other Bulletin
Board Systems utilizing T.1.B.B.S. <{or plan to use T.I.B.B.8.) are Tampa Bay ¥?7er Users Group
’m\unniﬂg from Foundation’s 128K memory? and Atlanta #9744 Computer Users Group <(due +to be on
vine soeon}. The software is availabie for sale by Ralph Fowler, for $79.95. The Officers would
consider purchasing this software IF THERE IS5 EMOUGH INTEREST WITHIN THE MEMBERSHIF for a HUGger
Bulletin Board. Please read the following article describing T.1.B.B.S.

T.1.B.B.8.

The foliowing article comes to the Hoosier Users Group, in ocur MNewsletter Exchange Program, from
Tom Boisseau, Mewsletter Chairman of the Atlanta 99/4A4 Computer Users Group, Atlanta, Georgia.

A TI-9%/6A Bulletin Doard Srastem is now up and running in Atlanta. This BBS i= to our
Knowledge the +first system of any complexity that runs totally on the 9%/44, and is devoted io
that particular machine, :

T.1.B.B.S5. whije sti}l somewhat in the test stages, is fully operatable and permits such
functions as leaving messages, scanning messages, reading messages, and message count. Other
features include a listing of other T.1.B.B.S5. systems, and a listing of other 1local BBS
systems.

The equipment behind this BBS consists of a TI-92/74A4 console, Pk Box, Memory Expansion
Card, R5232 Card, DisKk Drive Contraller Card, two double sided disk drives, and a Hayes
Smar tmodem 300, The software behind thie system was written by its EYS0F, Ralph Fowler. It is
written primarily in Extended BASIC with a few machine language subroutines.

Ralph is to be commended for all his efforts in the development of this software, which has
now been npearly ten months in the making'! He is stili continually improving and polishing the
program to facilitate additional features and to run with greater efficiency. UWe are glad that

. someone finally succeeded in the writing of such a program, and lookK forward to the time when it
becomes available to the publiic so that other systems of this sort will be running throughout
~" "he country.

I+ wyou havent ret done s0, give the system a catfi. It ts the ideal place to ask
questions, sell software or peripherals, or learn of new developmenis regarding the %%/4A, The
number for T.1.B.B.S5, is (404) 423-5234., Give it a try; it will make you proud to be a 9% er.



PROBRAMMING STANDARDS FOR THE HUG SOFTWARE LIBRARY
By Don Donlan, President

In order to make it easier to identify and document the entries made to the Hoosier Users
Group Software Library, [ would like to establish some programming standards that will be
uniformly applied to all the programs submitted to the Users Group. 1 realize that some of
these standards are arbitrary, but they may alsc lend a ‘signature’ to all programs submitted to
the Software Library. Here’s what 1‘d like to see. I‘m open tc any and all sugestions, but the
point is to have some standards that are clearly helpful and easy to apply. Here goes:

STANDARD PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION:

Program lines 1 through 5 will be REMark statements describing the name of the program, the
pregram source or author (use your initials or club membership card number, if you’re shy), the
date donated to the library and a revision date, and finally the required hardware needed to run
the program. The fifth tine of the program 1.D. could be a comment or reference as to the
nature of the program----- vou $i11 in the blank.

HERE’S TWD SAMPLES:

REM PROGRAM NAME = PIAND EXTENDED BASIC LANGUAGE

REM PROGRAM SOURCE = SAM MOORE, JR. FROM T1 SEPTEMBER DISK

REM DUNATIUN DATE = SEPTEMBER 1983 REVISED $/23/B3 FOR CASSETTE

REM HARDWARE REQ. = X-BASIC CARTRIDGE, MONITOR W/SOUND, BK MEMORY

REM COMMENT = ANIMATED, PLAYER-PIAND PLAYS A BREIF, ENTERTAINING TUNE.

L O TU I N

-~

REM PROGRAM NAME = SNAKSALDRS BASIC OR EXTEND BASIC LANGUAGE

REM PROGRAM SOURCE = FROM T1 SEPTEMBER DiSK

REM DOMNATION DATE = SEPTEMBER, 1983

REM HARDWARE REQ. = 11K MEMDRY AVAILABLE IN CONSOLE, X-BASIC CART OPTIONAL
REM COMMENT= COLORFUL GRAPHICS SPICE THIS CLEVER-BUT SLOW-BOARD GAME.

(4 T ]

STANDARD DISK NAME:

The disk name to be used on diskettes which are the property of the Hoosier Users Group
will be a ten-character code made up of the following components: 1) the first three characters
will be the group initials, "“HUG"; 2) then a single letter identifying the kind of programs
stored an the diskette as follows:

BASIC language programs

Extended BASIC language programs

program where SPEECH SYNTHESIZER is required
MINI-MEMORY programs

ASSEMBLY language programs

DXmXm
0o

3> the next two characters will represent the last two digits of the current year; and 43 the
final four characters will be a counter, identifying the specific diskette with a number in a
series from 8881 to 9999. Here are some examples:

HUGBS38883
HUGX 838822 -
HUGSB38061

HUGHMB32885



HAPFY BIRTHDAY!
" Happy Birthday to these October 1982 members: Joseph Isom, Roy Delong, Jerry Wesch, Mark
kieman, Mark Rebecca Ward, David Espling, Daniel Schaffer, Tom Lyday, Bil) Carter, Michael

Laisure, Robert Schuck, RicK Sexton, Paul Marchesseault, and Daniel Fisher., Thanks for
supporting us.

*  WELCOME!

Welcome +to these 14 new September members: Wendell Bunting, Carol Henry, Edwin Board,
Warren Thorne, Dorothea Siff, Jim Waggoner, Albert Highsaw, John Schuckman, Wiliiam Rogers, Kirk
Margold, John Shaw, Earl Brandhoefer, Todd Taylor, David Maksymczak, Randy Thompson, and Bob
Thompson. We‘re glad you joined us.

HUGger GOSSIP SHOP!
TI’s NEW COMPUTER -—-———- THE T]1 99/8
From: Easy Home Computing; October 1983, Page 4}

TI has a new 16-bit machine tentatively calied the 99/8. It was shown to some members of
the press behind c¢losed doors at CES, but a Tl spoKesperson said the unit was not officially
introduced because the company didn’t think a new product should be unveiled just because there
was a show. The upit will be announced when its ready, a Tl spokesman said. It will probably
be priced at under %380, and 1t will have both PASCAL and BASIC built in, along with with 18K of
ROM and &2K of RAM -~ with a memory expansion capability all the way up to 14 megabytes. It
will have 54 full-stroke typewriter Kerys, will run programs stored on solid-state plug-in
*“tridges, and will be fully software compatible with the current 99¢/4A. So there will be over
zvd software packages available when it arrives. It should be considered as worK in progress
anhd sheuld be available soon ~- marbe before the end of the year.

Editors Note: -During the question and answer session during the Cin-Day/TI Road Show
meeting, Ed Wiest answered “no comment’ to the specs of the new computer, He would admit,
however, that there would be a new computer. This computer should be considered as work in
progress., LooK for a press release by TI on this new computer, possibly, before Christmas.
However, Ed Wiest did promise that this press release will be in the Users Group Care PackKage
tollowing the introduction of this computer., This press release will give a general description
of the computer, including what it will and will not do.

SNAKES AND LADDERS

Thie is & board game where the object is to get to the upper right block before your
ppponent. A random number is roiled for you each time in the upper right corner of the screen.
Your options are to move forward or backward that number of spaces. 5Should you end up in a
block with a ltadder, vou will advance to the other end of the ladder. If you land in a space
that contains a snaKe’s head, you will slide down the snake’s back to the bleck in which his
tail lies. You must have the exact roll to finish the game. Be patient, this game is slow.
Snakes and Ladders will run in BASIC or Extended Basic.

The description of SnakKes and Ladders was taken, in full, from the September, 1983 Tl Users
Group Care Package.



THE HEART AND SOUL OF PERSONAL RECORD KEEPING

by Don Donlan "‘\
Those HUGgers who subscribe to the 99‘er HCMagazine probably welcomed the “CALL PEEKV and
CALL POKEVY information related to the Hini-Memory Command module. With this articie I would
tike to begin sharing some of the "secret” subprograms that are a part of the PERSONAL RECORD
KEEPING module. A subprogram is an independent program which usually performs only one task or
function. Because the subpregram performs only a single or rather narrow task, several
subprograms are wusually bundled together when making a program or, as in this case, a command
modute. Subprograms allow a programmer to perform tasks over and over again .using the same
code, AR subprogram is like a meat grinder--it performs one task. But depending on what you
"teed” the meat grinder, you get different results. If I put pork in my ‘meat arinder’, 1 would
get sausage; with beef, 1 get hamburger; with ham, I get the base for ham salad. Simitarly, you
can ‘feed’ a subprogram differing information to get different results. The infarmation wvou
‘feed’” a subprogram is contained in PARAMETERS., These parameters are like serving trays that
carry information back and forth between the main body of a program and the subprogram you
select to use. Since you . probably have more than one subprogram <or more than one task or
functien you wish to accomplish), you need ta he ahle tn select a particular cubprogram. A name
ie given to each subprogram. In this way the computer Knows which task or function to perform
when you CALL the subprogram by name., Pages 71 through 90 of the TI 9%/4A4 USER“S REFERENCE
GUIDE that came with your computer tel) about the color graphics and sound subprograms that are
part ot Ti BASIC, You're probably already using the CALL CLEAR subprogram when you want to
“tlank out’ or. . erase the =screen. Perhaps you’'ve used the CALL SCREEN subprogram and passed
along the required parameter {that is, a number from 1 to 14). The CALL SOUND subprogram has
the ability to receive nine (?) parameters, but only three are required for the subprogram lu do
its Jjob of producing a single tone. These subprograms are explained with examples in the USER’S
REFEREMCE GUIDE. They should give you some basic understanding of how subprograms work. You
may want to start there. : .
-For now let?s return to the task at hand: defining and describing the subprograms that W\
available in the PERSONAL PRECORD KEEPING cartridge. There are seven subprograms in the PRK
command module. A program written in Tl BASIC can use these subprograms if wou plug in the PRK
module and take option 1 (Tl BASIC) BEFORE you try to load anry program. [ will go into more
detail in following articles, but at thic time I merely wish to 1ist the seven subprograms,
their parameters, and some comments on the function they can perform. In the final article of
thie ceriec, I will be including a T! BASIC program that can be used on & system with a disk
drive to access the records created by the PERSONAL RECORD KEEPING command module. This will
proyide greater flexibility in the use of this cartridge.

SUBPROGRAM MAME PARAMETERS ‘ DESCRIPTION OF FINCTION

PREP SUBPROGRAM YV  The nunber nf.bytes of Prepares a work area or space that is to be used for
Code ac: charsctors you wish to the storing of information. Allocates a data area in YDP
CALL P4W) reserve for use, . ‘

LUAﬁ SUBPROGRAM U$  Data file name, Loads a data file from 2 disk and indicates , in ihe
Code as: V  Return code. 7 return code, whether the syborogram successtully
fALL LI, W) Toaded the file.

SAVE 5UBPROGRAM Vs Data file name, Saves a data fite from the work area prepared by the
Code as: Y Return code. PREP subprogram to a disk. Return code tells whether
CALL S(vs 0 the SAVE subprogram did its job 0K,



THE HEART AND SOUL OF PERSONAL RECORD KEEPING, cont’d

SUBPROGRAM NAME PARAMETERS DESCRIFTION OF FINCTEON

ACCEPT SUBPROGRAM ¥  Row number, Works much 1ike the Extended BASIC ‘ACCEPT AT
Code as; X Column number code. it ‘captures’ information from the
CALL ACY, X M,EV,L 1) W Field size or the Keyboard s you Key it and then echoes or displays that

or number of charatters information on the screen for you to see. Varioys
CALL ALY X M,C,W C  Return code. paraneters nay be used, depending on whether you
or V  Numeric variable. want to ‘read’ nunbers, nombers within a certain
CALL A(Y,X,W,C,V.P) V§  Character variable. range, or 3 character string. The retern code
or L Low value in a range of tells whether a valid, invalid, or function Key was
(ALL ACY X,W,C08 numbers. pressed. The F or field parameter can be used to
H  High value in a range validate data entered ONLY if your program has a second
of numbers, type of record--a header record--which it uses to
F  Field number of a piece cross-check the information you enter,
of information within a
PRK record.

DISPLAY SUBPROGRAM Y Row nuaber, Sinilar {o Extended Basic’s 'DISPLAY AT’ operation, this
Code as: X  Column number. subprogram places either numbers or characters on the
CALL DOY,X,W,\0 W Number of characters or screeti.  Row number ranges from } to 24, white the

or field width. colunr number ranges from | to 28. Multiple displays
CatL DOY, X, W8 V. Nuaber to displar, can be done or performed with one CALL D,
or W Characters you want to
CALL DOY1,X1,41,V1, display.
Y2,X2,U2,V28,
¥3,X3,W3,V3,...

GETPUT SUBPROGRAM RW Read or Write code. Retrieves and places information from or into the
Code as: REC Record number. work irea detined by PREP subprogram. The subprograa
EALL B{RAJ,REC,FLD,V) FLD Field number, identifies missing data Cinformation not found) when

or - U Nunber uritten, reading a record, This allows the subprogram to
CALL B¢RAJ,REC,FLD,V$) V¢ Characters written. tell the difference between a field that bhas never been
or U2 Nunber uritten, enteresd (‘missing’) and a fieid that is all blanks or
CALL GCRAW,REC,FLD,MIS,VZ) VE% Characiers read. all zerpes. Saves space in memory by using this coge.
or ' MIS ‘Missing’ return code. Values for these codes will be distussced in later

«CALL G{RM,REE,FLD,MISN2$) articles.

HEADER SUBPROGRAM R4 Read or Mrite code. This is a core subprogram in PRK mudule. 1t is used to
Code as: INFO Header record item, establish and maintain a Kind of “data dictionary’.

CALL H(RA,INFD,FLD,W) FLD Field number, This dictionary defines the Kinds of information and the
or UV  Numeric variable, location pf the information within the PRK records.
CALL HCRAJINFOLFLD, VS V8 Character variable. Fourteen (14} Kinds of information or header record

items are stored here, This one record is the key to the
entire “data base” created by the PRK module. It gives the
tharacteristics of each field within a record (name, type,
size, decimals (if any)), storage space and position). The
PRK $ile name, date, number of fields per record, the total
nmber of records, the length of the header record itself, and
the tength of each data record are all a part of this one
record,

Because of its central role in organizing the Personal Record Keeping command mcdule, this is
- "“ere we will beqin our article in next month’s newsletter.



THINGS TI NEVER TOLD US

SUBROUTINE SECRETS ™

Good programmers write their programs in small function blocks Known as subroutines. By
breaking their programs intc small parts, it is easier to understand and fi1x them. But a
program full of GUSUBs and GOTOs can be hard to follow on a TV screen. It would be handy to say
where the GOSUBs and GOTOs are going se you wouldn't have to jump around in the program just to
understand what its doing.

TI doesn’t tell you, but you can do just that in console BASIC. After i GOSUR or BOTO vou
may type a REM statement followed by the name of that routine. The name must be no longer than
the rest of the screen line, and the line MUST' end with a blank, ({The REM statement will
automatically add one more space after REM and will 11 the line when ¥ou list it.> The line
might took like: 100 GOSUB 200 REM DRAW LINE.

Editer’s Note: The following T.1.N.T. comes courtesy of the Cin-Day Users Group, of
Cincinnati, Dhio. 1 have tried this routine while Keying in this page of the Newsletter, and it
does work'

TI WRITER TRICK ! by Ed Kennedy; Cin-Day Users Group, Eincinnati, Dhio

Here is a program suggestios for routine users of Ti-Writer. The next time you want to
include & program listing in a letter or document perform the following operation.

I. Load the program into memory using Ti-Writer., Place a carriage return character at
the end of each program 1ine.
2. Save the program onto vour diskette using the following:
LIST "DSKn.ifilename}® N
where n=1,2, or 3 for the disk drive to be activated. :
3. Include in your letter or document’s main file the following:
-1IF DSKn.{filename) (.IF - (Include File) is a Format Command which is used in
_the Text Formattier of TI-Writer.) .

The Ker to this procedure is the second step. By LISTing to the disk vou have saved the
program in DIS/80 format which can be utilized by TI-lWriter. Using this process you avoid
needless typing and errors for inclusion of program listings in a letter or document.

“" 100 CALL CLEAR
110 !'FUKR B=1 TO 24;:PRINT::NEXT B
120 ACCEPT AT(5,1)8I2E{1)BEEP VALIDATECUALPHA) 1A$(0+A)
122 'ACCEPT AT(5,1)BEEP:A${0+A)

120 PRINT A$(A)
140 GOTO 120

The above program was inserted ‘in this article using this procedure. For those foilow
??‘ers with Extended BASIC try RUNning this program in order to get an interesting 32-column
effect while using X-BASIC (28~column is normal),

A U REK
The program shown in the above article was submitted to us by Eric Costella, It appears to

be a quirk in the computer. If you make a calculation in the array wvariable [A%(0+AY] the
eomputer does not  appear to be able to determinge the end of the input 28 characters max or in

this case it uses SIZE ¢13). It Vets you type 32 characters wide but is not stable enough to—

let you use that convenientiy, Try it. Then takKe the exclamation marks aut of 110 and 122 an
put one in ¥front of 120. This will let you do the same thing only 28 characters wide. See if
you can figure cut why it only goes 28 wide. We Know.



YOUR HODSIER USERS OROUF OFFICERS

The Hoosier Users Group has come a long way in the é months following our April Elections.
We have added 84 Tl computer owners to our actiuve membership roll. Members who hauve joined us
" 1982 are remewing, showing their support for the Hoosier Users Group, and its concept,
+ chough some of these renewing members have not attended our reguiar meetings, for one reason
or another, their support is valued.

For those members who have joined since the elections, below are the names of the Hoosier
Users Group Officers and Committee Chairpersons. 1§ you wish to make a suggestion on how the

Users Group can better serve your TI computing needs, please address it to the appropriate
Officer or Chairperson.

Your Officers are: Your Committee Chairpersons are:

Don Denlan Precsident Pam Sims Newsletter Editor
Steve Sims Vice-President Dick Frost Library Archivist
Barb Uhrig Secretary Pam Sims Membership Committee
Lois Fartley Treasurer

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear HuGgers,

Just when I was about to give up on Indiana and m» Tl 99744, I pick up 9%‘er Home Computer
Mazgazine and find your address.

I was beginning to think that I had to go to California or some place tike that to belong
to a3 Users Group. Just lately I did join the 99/4A Program Exchange, Internaticnal Users Group
based in Torrance, LA, but would like to Join your group.

Please send me information on your group and let me hear from you. Thank vou very much.

—

g John R. Hunt, Logansport, Indiana

John: Thank you for finding the Hoosier Users Group in the Group Grapevine of 997er HCM. On the

back of your HUGger Newsletter, vou will find a membership application. The Hnesier Users Group

membership is not only open to $9/4A4 computer owners, but owners of other TI computers (such as

the CC-40 and the Professional), The Officers and all the HUGgers welcome you to cur Users

Group, and hope that you, too, will be a HUGger by the next meeting' Thanks for writing to us!?
Fam Sims, Editor

. TI NEWS BRIEFS

August B, 1983...TI announced a cooperative agreement with Sierra On-Line, Inc. whereby TI
will manufacture and market certain software designs created and supplied by Sierra Dn-Line. At
teast one title, Jawbreaker, will be released later this year.

Jawbreaker features tiers of rotating multi-colored dots and special treats that the
Jawbreaker must devour as it races through a maze of shifting walls and doors. The suggested
retail price for Jawbreaker is $39.95 and it will be available in the fourth guarter of 1983,

flugust 18, 1%83...7T1 has added three benetits to purchasérs of its 99/4A Home Computer.
They are: a longer limited-warranty period, a free computer course and a new toll-free number
to provide assistance,

The new warranty increases the limited-waranty period from 90 day= to one rear from the
date of purchase. Tl is also offering a free computer course to each family that buvs a home
computer between now and January 31, 1984, The tourse is a %25 value. Persons who do not wizh
to take the ciass can receive instead a free cazssette software package, "Teach Yoursel$ BASIC".
To register for the free class, persons need only call 1-B00-TI-CARES, TI’s new toll-free
number ., 1-800-TI-CARES ig the anly number TI consumers need to have guestions answered about
“Te home computer,

These TI News Briefs were taken, in part from, the September, 1983 TI Users Group Care
Package.



NEW STORE FOR MicroComputers! CQrmC| N f““--
You have all heard about it, NOW IT WILL HAPPEN!
3
gn Octaober ?th, MicroComputers, Inc., in - Traffic
conjunction with the Software Exchange, will X Lyght
open the North Side Store, N ¥
Where, you ask? —--- See the map to the
right.
) First Streer] &2 First Shecr
"Ya‘ll come and visit us, va hear'" E I
&
-MCT
3 : X
: Lum bcryqro‘ 3
LOOK FOR B Mall 3
SH | 141 First Strect, SWO %’
HNEL PRICES «

AT MCI

oM SELECTED TI1I SOFTWARE!']

Texas. Instruments
BACK TO SCHOOL
Expansion System Special

=2

STOFP BY AND SEE!

BEST OF 99“er UPDATE

Remember Car 354 where are you?

When we last left the Best of 9%'er
(Version 6.0).,.1 was told it was going to be e o\
shipped the week of September 4, 1983. Guess '-"ﬁ
what' What comes after September, no, not ==
October, BUT November!'

I was told they were printed, but the A‘s
looked 1iKe B“s. LiKe everyone said, if they
waited long enouogh, they could come out with

« P-BOX (PHP 1200)

"The Best 2 Years of 99‘er" for the price of o p X
the “"Best of 99’er”. All vou HUGgers who have { * DISK DRIVE (PHP 1250) YOUR Cll-l'E)JICESOF
been waiting so patiently will get "The Best 2 [ * DISK CONTROLLER (PHP 1240) | /oL ot {PHM 3113)
Years of ?97er" for the price of "The Best of * 32K EXPANSION (PHP 1260) OR

P e, ' TL-WRITER g’HM 31H)
OK....stop laughing, its true' Coming in 0

stop ghing, u Q oo TLLOGO 1| (PHM 3109

MNovember, the Best of 27“er will be doubled. , ‘ A-T'NOEm'AéﬂST)

All »ou HUGgers old enough to remember when
the Best of 9%“er was first due, C(hint: what
comes atter January.... Fehuary..... )
Remember what comes after....

LOOK FOR THE NEW AND IMPROVED VERSION
12.0 OF THE BEST OF 99“er BY CHRISTMAS (Sorry,
I forgot to ask what vear).

Stay tuned for the continuing saga of -
“The Best of #97er" .....Same time......Same
channel ..o

ADDITIONAL SAVINGS ON SEVERAL OTHER ITEMS:
TI-PRINTER, MODEM, RS232, AND MORE!

OFFER GOOD FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!

“THE USER FRIENDLY STORE"

MicroComputers, Inc.
3350 North High School Road

l

po
ol

|
| |

/m_}\ Indionapolis, IN 469294
¢ d Hours: mon.-Fri., Moon fo ¥; Sat. 10 10 8
JOIN OUR USERS GROUPS Sun., Noen 1o 5

OF OVER 215 MEMBERS Phone (317) 201-8882




UYILIZING MINI-MEMORY CAPABILITIES
Part 1

~~.. 1wo new low-cost cassette-based programs using the Mini-Memory cartridge will be available
October. . .

TI-Miniwriter, a new low-cusl word processing system for the TI-#7749A, offers users full
screen text editing, a 24 X 48 character window on an 88 scrolling character display, upper and
tower case characters, movable copyr, 'and add and delete functions for characters or lines. Up
to 9388 characters may be stored per file.

The TI Mini-Memory cartridge and a Tl Program Recorder are the only requirements necessary
to bring word processing capabilities like these to your Home Computer. An RS232 Interface and
printer are required to obtain printed copies of documents.

Uther teatures of the new TI-Miniwriter are a search function; up, down, left, or right
gscrolling; text buffer purging, and cancel commands. TI-Miniwriter will be available at a
suggested retail price of $19.95, The TI-Miniwriter program cassette was developed for Texas
Instruments by Model Masters, Inc.

Another new TI-99/4A cassette-based program which utilizes the TI Mini-Memory cartridge is
Entrapment. Entrapment is a game of skill and speed where plavers are in command of a spaceship
that patrols the Earth’s atmosphere. Flavers must defend the Earth against an inuading legion
of hostiie larvae entering the atmosphere.

Entrapment requires a Tl Mini-Memory cartridge and T! Program Recorder, Joysticks are
recommended. This program will be available at a suggested retail price of $19.95. Entrapment
Is manufactured by TI under license from American Software Design and Distribution Company.

Taken in part from tiic September, 1%83 TI Newsletter. Look for the conclusion of this
article in the Movember, 1983 issue of the HUGger MNewsletter.

— - HOOSIER TRADING POST

The format for the Hoosier Trading Post is as foliows. There will be a $1.88 charge per ad
submitted. Each ad will he used in one (1) Trading Post and wiil have te be re-submitted to
appear in the MNewsietter following the first submission. There will be a ¥8 character maximum
per adj; 38 characters wide and up to 3 tines long.

To appear in the November MNewsletter, your ad must be in the Post Office Box by October 22,
Send vour prepaid ad to the P. 0. Box on the form below. In the lower left hand corner of the
envelppe, please write "TRADING POST".

For those who do not wish to submit their phone number, please send ad with the response to
the Post Dffice Box, above, C/D your name.

NOTE TO NON-MEMBERS: Only submissions will be accepted from active, paid up members. Also
note that the TRADING FOST will only be sent out to active, paid up members,

The Hoosier Users Group is not responsible for the condition of the merchandise soid in the
TRADING POST. The Hoosier Users Group is also not responsible for printing errors due to
illegible information submitted.

please_print cut on_dotted_ line
Name ;
Address !
d
SGCity - ' : —_
State Zip ;
i Send To:
Phone ¢ ’ - ' HOOSIER USERS GROUP Amoun t

F. 0. Box 34334 Enclosed $___

\___Indiapapolis, IN 44234-A334
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Below you wil11 find an apptication for membership for the Hoosier Users
Group., Active membership entitles wou %o the NEWSLETTER, TRADING FPOST
attendance and voting righte at regular club meetings, access to the HuGger
Library of Programs, special club activities and special guest speakers, etc.,
Subscribing members will receive the NEWSLETTER onlyr.

, . Motice to Cash Discount Card Holders: Flease attach completed card to
application and deduct appropriate amount from dues.

ttake check or money order payable to HOOSIER USERS GROUP. Send completed
application to:

HOOSIER USERS GROUF
F. 0. Box 39334
Indianapolis, IN 446234-0334

5 O

plaase pr-ini- cut oo _.dotied lioe
Check Une: H
H TODAY 'S
 Active Member i NAME DaTE
MNetws $20m H
Renewal : 3 B i
! ADDRESS APT #
Subscribing i
Member '
New ! $10 e i CITY STATE ZIP .
Renewsals $7.5_____ !
Amoun t i PHOMNE ¢ 2 -
Encloged oo _ i INTERESTS/
COMMENTS
#

o

\‘



