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HUG TIBBS - 24~hour BBS — OPEN AGAIN
CALL 300/1200-

713-493-7348

The Houston Users Sroup is organized to prosete the use of the TI-99/4A Hose Cosputer and the Myarc Seneve (TM). We invits
persons of similar interest to meet with us, HUB is a non-profit group and is not affiliated with TEXAS INSTRUMENTS, INC.
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NELL, hello there! Long tise since we amet, hud?
Actually, for some of you it ISN’T so long, since I only got
around to sailing out some of the EXCHANGE newsletters from
the ‘great cosbined susmer April-July plus August® edition
at the end of Septesber. For the second tise. Mailing that
ise I actually sailed the exchange-groups eopies of this
b-shest condensed version in warly Septesber, with one staep
per tri-folded-and-stapled N/L, as I have eany tines before.
SURFRISE! says the Postal Service, and sends MNE a2 letter
with 4 LARGE snvelope containing 51 of the nawsletters back,
requesting 4,20 aore postage mach, Well, darn it, | have
aailed hundreds of six-shesters without this probles, so |
proceed to WEIEH thes. And GONE weigh LESS than a full
ounce on the balance beas scales, and soas weigh siightly
sore than exactly an ounce, hut on the ELECTRONIC SCALES at
the counter, they ALL weigh *{.!° sunca. Obviously the post
oftice has lighter "ounces® than the real world, sirce 14
together weighed in at slightly LESS than a1 pound on one
scale, slightly sora than 3 pound on another. S0 $10.20
worth of stasps fixed all this, a waek or so later. 1 can
only assuse that ey local copy shop ran sose ‘*heavy® paper
on ay copies and tipped off the P.5. scales,

And what happened tg the other 32 of the 103 mailed
together??  THOSE probably went to NEBACONNECTA land, along
with the lost E-MAIL messages.

80 IF YOU ARE A N/L EXCHANGER WITH H,U.§., AND BID NOT
GET A "SUMMER MONTHS® N/L FROM HUS, LET ME KNOW AND [ WILL
SEND 1T. And just in case you think the axtra weight wis
because of the double return-address fabel-~ | did not place
the second label over the first until AFTER that group of 5t
was returned and [ realized I had used WY address instead of
Bill Mautner’s. AND.... yes, there IS a duplicate

N/L Editor RICHARD LUMPKIN.469-5089

page there, of the PRINTERS APPRENTICE info, cut of order,
stc.  Well, darnit, {f 1 was perfect wouid I work for
FREE ! 7 ?

What you DID get was an excellent article written by
Phil Van Nordstrand especially for the HUS NEWS and the
Johnscn Space Center JUG N/L. And it {s genginely “original
material®, something which is hard for se to BEY anyaore.
What | DON'T send on wuchenge N/L's any sore is iibrary

update pages, and widely-distributed info which | aa
reprinting. The group just can’t afford entra sheets of

Copy any more, since copy costs are up from 4c to éc and
rising rapidly, and the postage situation is a probles also,
It cost the group right at $&35.00 for this last exchange
pailing anyway, but I am still trying to get out the NEWS
svary cauple of wmanths.  #B Thanks for your support,
patience, and exchange newsietters. 8¢

~==e==---gnd N/L info box, Sept/Oct 90,

Comt?e Svoma - 3, MBx ZNFo

nd for those of you who know ae well enough to suspect
[ sight do such a thing, ! DID NOT tear intc the NBX box to
see what s on the circult board...(yet!), [ suspect that
there is such a thing as a DSR routine to access the HBX
through the joystick port, and that this is within each of

tha MBY medules. ! also suspect that aany of the Spench
Synth, chip group would be present in the HBX, and the dita

ig driven to the MWBX through CRU control of the joystick
port lines. And [ would expect to find a 9901 in the HBX
ilso, T1 being as habit-bound as it was. [f any of you TI
Hardware Buru’s would care to alaborate on the MBX internil

ops, 1 would appreciate it.
---------------- r. luspkin, Houston TX QOctocher 1990 ///
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HUB CURRENTS

MUIBUST MEETING came oft pretty well, with probably ons
of the bast seriss of "demos” that we have had in sose tise,
by Wayne Jobe, Michael Lumpkin, and Bill Mautner. We wers
abie to see, in action, how the Supar Sketch pad works, and
cospare the old T I Artist® with the new T I Artist Plus®

package, which, with its better control and enhanced
features, is definitely worth the price. The handling of

slides and instances, and the scaling features sake this an
excellent graphics production package.

We also got to see the demo program of J.P.Sraphics by
J.P.Korin, which was written in FORTH and is super fast at
calculating and placing screen info. 1 have seen faster
"screen dran” deaos on IBM 284 and 384 machines, with higher
resolution, cbviously, but [ haven’t seen any other ‘home’
coaputer even cose close to what the 44 does hers in FORTH,

1 also have down in my scribbled notes a reference to
BITMAC and GRAPHX with Bill Mautners nase, and a reference
to “JOYPAINT-Michigan“, WNish I could tell you what all that
amant. [ know we ran or tried to run a couple of thase
It’s pretty hard to watch a qood demo and take notes at the
sase time! (That excuse never impressed the instructers in
school, either!)

Other news at the aseeting was that Wayne Jobe was
LEAVING TGNN after a transfer to New Nexico, and is there
now, as of Septesber. [t was requested that somsone else
take the post of Treasurer of the Group for the rest of this
yadr, or at least until Ruth Hermann gets back, since she
probably will be willing to re-assuse that post. (Oaly one
parson voluntesred, and his offer was accepted, so Ray
Blackstons will take the job of acting treasurer. (The
checkbook and other papars were brought to my house by Nayne
Jobe and 1 finally qot thea to Ray’'s house later in
Septeaber.

Disk of the Month for August was TEXPAINT. There were
12 aewbers attending the August meeting, but we only qot
$6,00 in the "dollar box", whith is for the 20.00 per sonth
that we pay for the mesting place. Nz either have t2 o
better on this or count on taking it out of the regulir
treasury!!!

One renwwal during August... Raysond Sarabia decided
to stay with us, probably just so he can retaliate for the
verbal abuse he has received on the BBS. Just kidding. We
are aiways glad when aembers-users of the 44 enjoy our
coapany enqugh to join or remain wsesbers, especially when
you recognize that these amesbers are also using other
computers at work and at hoae, 1% seans we still have and
enjoy working with @ viaple and growing machine, and that we
arw providing, as a 8roup, what these users need and want.
Gbviously, newer machine designs are faster, “bigger®, and

in a lot of uses, *better?, but the 44 still chviously sests
cur neads At hoae and proviges a Lot of enterteinaent (and
just about all the frustration that I can stand). And |
still haven’t heard an IBM "sing®, even off-key, so THERE!

Septesbers meeting was on the ninth, with & dozen or so
aembers attending. Free prograss at Gept. were won by
Ralph Landrus-5, R. Luspkin-10, Ray Beck-3. Ray Beck wis
50 pleased he decided to ranewm Two renswals--Roy Jones
{Jr.) and Ray Beck--thanks. Roy Jones is another with
sevaral computers it  hoan...several TI's,  several

Consndores, several Ataris, several Radio Shacks I think....
Don’t know how you gquys keep them all straight!!

Meeting was on Spesth, and provided demos of, among
pther things, the “Singing Computer®--pretty much on key,
ton, Also had a deso of the Asgard program called
"ANINATOR®, & progras to help progrissers set up graphics
and action scraens.

Fuch of program was by Ron Towe with the 44 trying to
ansuer questinns which he had not yet askad, but we qot the
idea, and now know how to get soss non-relmvant answers to
the spouss, whanaver we can’t talk for ourselves,
Seriously, the cosputer activity which has always sost
confused, confounded, and impressed non-users cof cosputers
over the years has besn when the machine appeared to “think'
and would answer or respond to thes on i one-tc-one basis.
Even though most of us recognize that the cosputer has only
a very lisited range of responses and nevar really “leirns’
anything new, it is still entertaining to see if we can
"teach" it do cosething, or respond in a different way.
That is what "Prograsming® really is--teaching the coaputer
how to do something, if only temporarily (until the first
prror aessage and lock-up!)

Also noted at the meeting was that so far we hive
collectad #44.00 to date for the second disk drive
replaceasnt for the BBS, and I Delisve this 44,00 wis
contained within the $486,+/- balance in the treasury at
that tisw. We still need 424,00 or 30 sore to cover that
unit’s costs, since it is in service already. Also, we had
(I think) 48,00 froa sale of programs and about $12.00 from
tha dollar box--- whatever it was I wrote it on top of the
box. Plmase see sy notes on exchange newsletter costs for
the susser sonths letters, next page...?
mwene—e——eegnd currents, SE/0C 50 ///

BITS AND BYTES OF NEWS

Beb McCarthy also had at the seeting two names of
paople trying to sell their systess (non-mesbers), and Les
Musrsr has his for sale (ex-member) at 492-235%. One of the
systeas Bob referred to is not in town yet, but the paople
would like to sell the complete systes, and said when they
get moved {from Oklahosa) they will give us a list of the
equipaent they have, Bob mentionad $100. on that system, I
THINK.

The other partial system was owned by an ex-T1 eapioyee
here in town, who now works for COMPAG. 1 qot the number
trom Bob a week later and called his and went ahead and
bought the P-Box and ather stuff he had, mainly because ha
had a coaplete HBY systes lonly three sodules, thol, and
soae technical datid. He wanted tc keep his conscle and
spaech synthesizer and Qases sodules and the sonitor anvway.
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Turns out his system was typlcal of an expanoes sysies
of about 1983 or B4,..0ne TI 85 disk drive, all T1 cards, 50
or 5o disks with mestly X-Basic prograss. Also Ti-Writer
with the original disk files, ditto Multiplan (In other
words, non-updated), and since he had had eaployee access
beyond the actual market releases, ne had TI-FORTH, the
disks and the documents, printed by T1 instead of run oft of
disks, which program he thought was still “secret® or
unreleased.

What he did not have and had no idea of the existence
of was all the good stuéf we have acquired since 1985....
FUNNELWEB, TI1/BASE, DM-1000, TI-ARTISY and all the other
great Machine/Lanquage prograas that have been created by
our talented programsers for the #A. This is typical of the
users who are not in the groups and have not kept up with
tha mainstream of the Tl world... they simply STOPPED at
the point whers all the qood stuff really started, and that
is why so many system users never pursued the 4A any
further. They had {have) no idea where the cocaputer
actually has arrived in its deveiopaent. He says there are
other TI owners at COMPAQ who aay be interested in selling
their cystess.., | asked his to have thes get in touch with
us. Haybe some will be interested in KEEFING ano USING
their systeas also!

He also had soam of the technical data which has also
since been released by TI and is in wide circulation, and a
P-Code card and disks/docs. | will sell the P-Code card and
itess for $35.00 if soseone wants it, since [ already have
one (and don’t use that one anymay!).

SPEAKING of SELLING AND BUYINS stu#f... Ron Tows would
like to get hold of a book for the Speech Editor sodule, and
a PLATC INTERPRETER CARTRIDGE. You should be aware that
TRITON is now closing out of a lobt ¢f itess, and the PLATD
prograss (called "soduies® but these are NOT the cartridge)
tor $2.95 each, but not auch selection left. The last
catalog they issued (and probably the last ever) was the
FALL 1989, and if vou are interested in ANYTHING in that
tatalog, you need to call thes at 1-800-227-6%00 and check
the item 4-letter code for availability and price. Best to
sike 2 list of the codes you are intarested in and then call
since a lot of stuff is gone...

They still have lots of cartridge and Cassette
prograss, but very little hardware {stand-alones they still
have!) and the current comsarcial prograss are non-available
or back-grder iteas (TI-Rase, etc). The MBX cartridges are
being closed out for from 4,73 to 92,93~ a far cry fron the
days when TI and Milton Bradley wanted $73.00 for them. 0f
course, the sase thing applies to Ti-Writer, Ed.Assblr,
Multiplan, wach #4,95 plus $3.00 shipping now 1 think, If
you order soaething froa TRITON {$23.00 minimua} be sure ind
get the R8232/1/2 Y-cable splitter ($XXAD, #3.%3).
----------- end BITY, Oct 90 rt) ///
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MBY SYSTEM IKFO:

| ordered three of each of the MBX cartridges that
they still have at TRITON (& types) and now will have all
except the SEWERNANIA. GStill in stock:s SPACE BANDITS vr;
SUPERFLY wry HONEY HUNT wry [I'M RIDING vry TERRY TURTLE
ADVENTURE vr; SOUNMTRACK TROLLEY. {One set of the siv is for
Ron Towa, other two for me), The ones not at TRITON now
arey CHAMPIONSHIP BASEBALL vr; SENERMANIA vry BIBFOOT; AND
METEOR BELT. The ‘“wvr® [ added to indicate the ones with
"VOICE RECOGMITION, and this constitutes the complete list
of all ten MBX carts which were ever produced.

Now let se siy that BIGFOOT is a combination of
ALPINER and Donkey Kong, nothing special there; and METEOR
BELT is a typical “space-shoot® game, and not real great
either, so not all MBY prograss were particularly superior
ta reqular cartridge softwars!

The rest of the MBX System consists of the MBI Console,
with an 8x8 satrix keypad which allows qame options and
noves through game-spacific cverlays of function locations,
and the MBX-specific Joysticks (two plug ports provided) and
a Veoice Recognition Headset (looks like it should have
functional earphonws, but it DOESN'T--only the wmicrophone
part works!),

The console is transforser operated (9velt d.c.,
canter pos.) and tha MBY consols plugs into the JOYSTICK
port on the 44 console, with a Ground connection to the
cassette port. The MBY aodules plug into the reguiar
location on the 4A console. MOST can also use E-5-D-1 keys
on the 4A for arrow aovesents, and *Q" for the Firs Button
function.

it should also be noted thaty ANY OF THE HBX
CARTRIDGES NMICH DO NOT USE VOICE RECOGNITION CAN BE USED IN
THE EONSOLE WITH A SPEECH SYNTHESIZER AND A TI JOVSTICK,
You get the sase voice sounds through the monitor from the
spaech synthsizer as if you have the MBY attached, at which
tise the sound comes through the MBX unit speaker,

On the other hand, IF YOU TRY A MBX CARTRIDGE WITH
$4VOICE RECOGNITIONES WITHDUT THE MBX UNIT ATTACHED AND
TURNED OK, IT WILL NOT BORK. How the heck it knows thru the
joystick port, I do not know!!! Also, the MBX joystick is
DIFFERENT ENTIRELY in its sakeup and hookup from the TI
joysticks, and only works with the NEX systes,

Bince on two player sode in the non-voice-recognition
gases two joysticks are often needed, as with the console
gasas, try playing with the Spesch Synth. and regular TI
joysticks if you de not have two MBX joysticks, Why are two
Joysticks not necessary with with the VR games?? Well,
because one player can use the voice wsicrophone +¢or  his
soves!!! So the systes is not quite as iocked-in as it
would seem at first,

LUCKILY for me, one of the thres MBX carts the ex-TI
guy had was CHAMPIONSHIP BASEBALL, which is a voice
recognition package and is very "playable®- it is a better
game than the kids Nintendo Baseball (RBI} !!!! Mot bad tfor
4 program with copywrite 1982 at that!! {th, well, what could

have hesn....




xxrx ANNOUNCING NEW AND EXCITING WORLDS OF GRAPHICS FOR YOUR TI-99/4A11!1) *%%%
Now available for IMMEDIATE reieage is the new GIF Picture Loader software by
Barry Boone. This powerful software will allow you to tap into the tens of
thousands of GIF pictures available from sources EVERYWHERE and convert them
into the convenient TI Artist format for viewing and manipulation. The two
pictures enclosed in this archive are just examples of some of the great
artwork that is just waiting to be tapped into by the Tl community.

WHAT IS GIF?

GIF (Graphics Interchange Format) is a format for storing picture files that
was developed by Compuserve so that various machines could exchange graphics.
Up until nov, the only TI'ish machine that could deal with the GIF format was
the Myarc Geneve. Now, any TI user who has one disk drive and memory expansion
can take advantage of these pictures.

256 x 192 screen size to 640 x 400 to 1024 x 768, or even larger... if you
desire, this poverful software will automaticelly reduce even the largest
GIF picture to fit on a 256 x 192 screen... OR you may wish to simply window
around the larger picture, looking at only one part of it at a time. GIF
pictures may also contain up to 256 colors out of a possible 16 MILLION colorst
Since the TI may displsy only 16 colors, the software has more than one method
of deciding WHICH TI colors to use where... this allows you to find the color
selection method that brings out the best details of your picture.

WHerS DO YOU FIND GIF PICTURES?

If you'have a modem, it i= ss simple as calling a local EBS or a commercial
system such as GEnie, Compuserve, or Delphi. GIF pictures are very popular
among users of other computers, so BBS's that cater to other machines, or
Geneve users, is the best place to find them. As TI users discover the GIF
format, I expect the TI-oriented systems to begin filling with them rapidly.
If ysu do not have a modem., your user group is a good place to find them, or

your frigndly local Geneve user, or a friend with a modem... even a friend with‘ .

another machine, such as an Amiga, or IBM PC...
ttt**t**tt*tt**t*ﬁtik*ii**i*****‘tt*#***********t#*ﬁ*ﬁ*****Q*t***titt*************
The GIF Picture Loader software - s
is available for $15 plus $2 S/H i
from: Barry Boone T
P.0. Box 1233
Sand Springs, OK 74063 3
Future updates will be available 2
for the cost of materials, ship- I
ping, etc. (Around $4 or $5) and |
will be enable you to CREATE GIF [
pictures, load and create Myart
files, as well as other formats
(1ike RLE) : :
ED. note: The picture on right COP W& : - g |
was taken frcm a beautiful full -
screen, full color GIF to ARTIST 23
picture sent along. J.F.W. - . AU ANEY
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