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CONTRIBUTIONS )

Members and non members are
to contribute articles
publication in HV99 NEWS.

invited
for

Any copy intended +for publication
may be typed, hand written, or
submited on tapesdisc media as files
suitable for use with TI Writer (ie,
DIS/FIX 8¢ or DIS/VAR 84). A
sujtable Public Domain word

processaor program will be supplied
if required by the clup librarian.
Please include along with your
article sufficient information to
enable the file to be read by the
Editor eg. File Name etc. The
preferred format is 3% columns and
page length &6 lines, right
justified.

All articles printed in HVU99 NEWS
{funless notified otherwise! are
considered to be Public Domain.
Other user qroups wishing to
reproduce material +from HV99 NEWS
may feel free to do so as long as
the source and author are
recognised.

Articles <+or publication can be

submitted to the Editor, ALL aother
club related correspondence should
be addressed toc The Secretary.

DISCLAIMER

The HU99 NEWS is the ocftficial
nevisletter of the HUNTER VALLEY
NINETY NINE USER GROUP.

Whilast every effort is made to
ensure the correctness and acCuracy
of the information contained therin,
be it of general, technical, or
programming nature, no
responsibility can be accepted by
HY99 NEWS as a result of applvying
such information.

The views expressed in the articles
in this publication are the views of
the author/s and are not necessarily
the views of the Committee, Editor
or members.

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS trademarks, names

and laogos are all copyright to TEXAS
INSTRUMENTS.

HV9® is a non profit qroup of
T199/4A computer users, not
affiliated in any way with TEXAS
INSTRUMENTS. 4)
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PRESIDENT’S

with

Al I.awrence

Weicome to the New Year -~ I

hope you have all had a good time
during the last few hectic months,
with things now settling back to

normal again.

WORKSHOP EVENING.

Qur first, and judging by
high popularity not the
workshop evening was the
successful for a long time. I am
sure those who attended will have
gained knowledge that will last and
hopefully be able to pass on to
others when needed. We all now have
more insight to the Physical
structure - even it the inner
working is still a mystery but each
time we all learn something new.

the
last,
most

Thank you MICROSURGEONS John
Paine (who travelled from Sydney)
and Ron K (from the black hole),

Albert A, Neil @, Joe W, and Fred §S.
All helping us restore some ORPHANS
to continued long lives again as
well 48 supplying the equipment
needed for operating an their
‘patients’,

c+
oparated
transplant o+
beige coloured
manufactured in
of *83.

the dozen
an, 7

or S0 consoles
needad a brain
a TMS 9998, all were
and had been
the first 3 months

I+ sufficient interest
indicated we may have another
warkshop again SOON, maybe a

Saturday arvo event & have a sausage

is

sizzle as well?? lLet a Committee
member know ASAPif vyou would be
interested.

And while on Saturday events a
big thank "U®* to Russell Welham and
the Central Coast Regional Group for
a wonderful day in wet December.

\

Peter Schubert had the Mini
disk controller, Mini RA&Mdiglk and
twin 3 1/2 inch drives neatly boxed.
Most impressive, and when the supply
of cheap PEB's dry Up well worth
thinking about.

One small problem, if vou have
been thinking of expanding to the
AVPC there is a conflict at CRU 14g@
and Peter assures me it can be fixed
it required - I have one o+f his
Multifunction cards which has the
same problem. When my AVPC arrives
I will let Peter see if it can be
fixed.

Cne of the
the auto control
track model train
controlled by a4 wire accessoary
interface and the TI9?9/4A designed
and demo’d by Ross Mudie, and he has
volunteered to show the HV9%'ers the

HIGHLIGHTS
of

showed
a small twin
set layout,

project sometime in March. We are
trying to organise a suitable date
at the moment.

FAIRWARE,

Apology? Barry Boone is a
College, not a High School Student
as stated last moanth. Pardon my
IRISH,

We at the HV 99'ers have in the
past collected and sent to various
authors group donations as we know
how costly it is to buy and send all
amounts individually. We will
continue this policy to help support
them in the future by cojllecting
donations and forwarding them on in
bulk.

NE. We only sell disks for
cost of MEDIA plus nominal COPY FEE
and the ONUS is on you the WUSER to
forward any FAIRWARE, FREEWARE,
SHAREWARE or by WHATEVER name it is
distributed under, to the AUTHOR by
any means. That is why we do not
charge $3.909 for a disk, as then the
recipients do not think we pass the
EXCES$ to them by some mysterious
channel.

Next month we hope to feature
the John Birdwell program DSKU va. 12
and have a Cheque in the mail for
him. The disk is in the HV9%9'er
club Library so make sure you have a
copy- John Birdwell has been
supporting the TI community from thne
early days.

So why not ALL Australian useta/




(;;nd your donation to us to pass
on?? This will be acknowledged in S RANDOM
the covering letter tg the author

and you . will be helping encourage

another great oprogrammer to stay BYTEs

with TIi'ers, If you use it or any
other Fairware program and have with

forgotten to send something to the BOB CARMANY
author, wou will never be tao late
as we will p::s monies on - so long
as you make ciear which Fairware yau

sent it for, Better still send one The only problem with a monthly
LARGE cheque for us to distribute to|column is trying to come up with
several if you make use of mare than something each and every manth. At
ONE!!'! Jyst let us know the Authors times, it seems like there isn’t

and also how to divide it up, as | anything more than can be said about
well as any comments on the programs | the 'ol TI --- after ali it has been
use to you. See elsewhere {for more | around for several years and there
information to Support those who| have been volumes of information

support us. written about it during that time.
But, there always seems to be
HELP! S0S! HELP!' S0S! HELP! s0s! something left unwritten...
IN URGENMT NEED is the club XB
Module for classes and meetings. I+ One of the more interesting
yau have it please return soonest, | developments in the past month or so
thank You. has been the introduction of vn 2,1

of PRBASE. This is a modification
of William Warren's program that
accomplishes two thinga:

~ 1) th makes it possible for the
(ﬁ VVél——no W Erﬁ’ Geneve to use PRBASE.
T4s {it of 2) It makes it much easier to copy

dead alieng /| | FRBASE data disks,

The program has been altered so
that the first two disk sectors (@
and 1) nowWw contain a standard TI
disk header. That alliows both of
the above advantages to work. All
ot the "strange* PRBASE file
information has been shifted so the
it starts on sector 2 and extends to
sector 11, The actual data starts
at sector 12 on the disk. There is
a trade-off. Since FPRBASE uses 1
sector per record, you lose 2
records in total disk cCapacity (now
348 on SSSD and 709 for DSSD). Tha
program comes with a short
documentation files of explanation
and a couple of Files to convert
existing PRBASE data disks tp the
format to be used with vn 2.1.

Of course, shifting tha data
headers and disk headers about
created some problems with the fine
XB utility programs that were
originally written +$or PRBASE un
2.4, I took the liberty of
re-writing them to accommodate this
latest version and they work jusat
the same as they always have. J)
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(r At any rate, I have sent the
lot along and they should be
available in the UG library. Along
with them is a copy of bug *fixes®
for all versions from the original
author William Warren. The
documentation +for Vn 2.8 is still
valid for Un 2.1.
One final note, the sScCreen
colors that are supplied with the
Program (white on transparent) are
not the most aesthetically pleasing
that I have seen. You can fix them
to something a bit more pleasing by
using a =ector editor and using

*string search® (I prefer Birdwell)
to find the hex string "@7F@g* in
both the PRB:1 and CRT:1 filesa.
Change the “Fa (white on
transparent) to the colors of ygur
choice. The “27F@* string only

aAppears once in each Of the two

files so it is easy to find,

Still on the subject of PRBASE.
there is an unpublicized bug "fix*
that might help out those of vyou
using Vn 2,x. It seems that when
trying to use the default devicenanme
error messages arise when trying to
use valid names like PIO and a
diskname, The reason is the
initialization process +ills the
disk Wwith >ES  characters. - The
result is that, since they are
undefined, they appear as spaces but
don’t act like spaces when appended
to  an output devicename. The
salution is to press FCTN-3 at the
“Output Device Name" prompt which
will fill the field with true SPpaACes
and allow the use of ANY valid
device name. It may also solve the
problem with the misalignment o+
coiumns on a tabular repart because
You aren’t trying to circumvent the
‘ariginal problem by entering PIO.CR
as an output device name that only
adds to the column aliqnment
problem.

Another possible source of the
mis-alignment of columns is the fact
that when the arrow keys are pressed
to advance along the column headers,
they leave ASCII & (null) in their
wake. The printer ignores ASCII .
and the result is an *interesting"
tabular report. The *fix* is simple
==~ wuse the space bar toc move the
Cursor through the column headings
which, once again inserts a true
Space and lines everything up the

way it should pDe,

.

~

Incidently, these tips came
from the author, Wiliiam Warren, in
response to a letter that I wrote to

him abgut another unrelated problem
with PRBASE.,

Well, 1I'm g0ing to
month’s article a bit short (still
recovering after the Christmas
Holidays). Next month we will qet
on wWith the ‘'mixed bag" of tips,
tricks, etc. that we seem to have
strayed away from.

cut this

e )

LE

B

5@
MAIL
EARLY LEARNING FUN CARTRIDGE %1
& BOOK
TI WRITER WORD PROCESSOR ~%18 %5

CARTRIDGE & BOOK
(CHEAP WAY TQ GET THE BOOK)
MICROSOFT MULTIPLAN CARTRIDGE-$5& %5
DISK & BOOK
TI SPEECH SYNTHESIZER -$7d =1
HOUSEHOLD BUDGET MANAGEMENT -% & %1
CARTRIDGE & BOOK
PERSONAL RECORD KEEPING -%1lg %1
CARTRIDGE & BOCK
STATISTICS CARTRIDGE & BODK -3 5 #i

SPEECH EDITOR CARTRIDGE & -% 5 si

BOOK ‘
FGOTBALL CARTRIDGE - 5 31
1

BOOK SouLD
ADVERTURE CARTRIDGE -% 4 $1
LEARN TO USE THE TI99/9A BOOK-% 1 $1

KIDS & THE TI?9/4A -3 5 %5
REPORT GENERATOR < -% 4 $1
o]
MIND CHALLENGERS & BOOK -% 5 %1
HUNT THE WUMPUS & BOOK -5 S 1
BEGINNEER'S BASIC TUTOR & -% 4 %1
BOOK
SET OF T1 REMOTE CONTROLS ~$10 32

(HARDLY USED)

CONTACT LARRY @7 821 1@5]




Welcome back to a new Y@ar with
the Hunter Valley 9%9ers, Hope you
had a good time gver the holidays
and are ready for a busy year with
our computer and qroup. Don't
forget to send in vour articles for
the newsletter - gur output depends
on your input!!

From Andy Frueh, writing in
Bits, Bytes & Pixels, january 1989
comes this opinion:

Some pecple use the expansion
box for a hamster cage. Others use

disks for wallets. However, most
use the good ol' TJ for more
constructive tasks. While many
argue blasting aliens or doodling

on-screen ian’t constructive, I
believe it the computer has the
capability for great games or
drawing neat pictures you should
exploit these capabilities!

I'm not saying one shouldn’t
come up with all esorts of utility
programs, I'm just saying that’'s not
all you should do. as some of my
fellow Lima users know, I do not use
the TI for mnusic, art, word
processing, etc, The TI. was
designed tn be an easy~to-use
MULTIPURFOSE computer, That's how
we all should use ijt. I'm not
trying to preach. I'm not saying
all of you who use the Tl mainly for
word processing should run out and
buy the latest game. That's not my
point. It all boils down to this.
Try to discover and use the ather
features of this powerful home
computer. You may surprise yourself
as to how many features and
applications of the TI You have been

EE

neglecting!

YELISEN

LECTION OF T1 RELATED NEWS
compiled by
BRIAN WOODS

The best plare to start

is your User
programs from
unfamiliar with, RUN them,

enjoy!!

Group. Barrow s
the category you

ome
are
and

I couldn’t agree with you more,

Andy. Look
disk/cassette collection and see

the great programmes that you h
in your collection, I +ind i
good looking

utilities -

tc

through your

all

ave
t's

at the old games,

occassionally,

always seem to find something 'n

to fiddle wit

h.

Speaking
Carmany, our most prolific writer,
has sent over the latest version

PR-BASE, s0 if you

Give it a try!

of s0f tware,

data base see the group’s librar

for your copy

it Bob and thanks again for a

informative
newsletter,
appreciated.

t

1
ew’

Bob

of

use this valuable

ian

Thanks for sending
11 your

efforts in the

hey are very much

It's good to see Gary Jones
and about after his racent hea
SCare, Gary managed to spend

little time

January and hopefully now is on

mend,
It nas
one persan

same number

last TI-Write
Graham Smith
librarian is
another copy

tu

t
r

up
1th
a

in hospital early

the

mentioned at the
February committee meeting that only
rned up at the last
'‘Disk Copying Night’® (which was the
hat turned up at the

discussion night

.

our jovial Software

considering hold
night next month

ing
it

there is any interest. I+ You want
to browse through our collection of

disks gat in touch with Graham,

it there

night,

ar

andg

@ sufficient people
interested he will arrange another

We have received an invitat
to again be exhibitors at the "&th
Annual Newcastle MicroComput

Exhibition",
planned +for
14th & 1Sth.
participate

A
1

e

The exhibitian
pril, probably 13
+ we are going

ion

ing
is
th,
to

will require a few

volunteers to help man the sta

nd.

%
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If you are interested please contact
Al Lawrence.

Next month we Wwill be
collection money to be sent to John
Birdwell, the author of Disk

Utilities. I+ you want to donate
towards it please send your mohey to
Albert Anderson ASAP. The covering
letter will list the name and amount
of every person who has donated.

Garry Christensen from the
Brisbane Users Group is the
Australian agent for Myarc products,
he has sent a list of prices for
hardware currently available, so if
your interested contact Garry on
87-284 1841 (Brisbane). He requires
a 1% deposit by the end of
February: -

H.D.C. 409
F.D.C. 2260
80 track update for FDC %48 extra
Ganeve *749
rS232 $180
S12K card 409
Mouse %170
From the January issue of The

PUG Peripheral comes this Funnelweb
tip originally appearing in the Lima
UG Newsletter, and written by
Charles Good:-

Do you have FWB v4.1 stored on
& ramdisk designated other than
PSK1? If so, when you call up FWB’s
DM12G@ you may have to wait for the
physical drive #1 to grind away for
a while before DM190Q appears. This
access of drive 1 every time you

| boot FWB's DM19@6 can be eliminated,

Use Disk Patch or any other sector
editor to display the +first sector
of the MG +file. Make the display
‘ASCII, and near the beginning of the

sector you will see “DSK1.MG".
Change this drive number to the
ramdisk drive number that actually

contains file MG and your problem is
solved. Now, when you select DMigOg
#rom FWB v4.1 it.boots instantly.

‘ From the QOctober TILTY
newsletter comes these ‘'Unwrittaen
Laws’:

He who hesitates is last,

If it works, don’t $ix it,
Constants aren’t.

Variables don't.

Interchangeable parts won't.

A hangover is the wrath of grapes.

‘To copy a disk per master.....%1.088

N\

Do unto others before they undo you,

Never put off 'ti! tomorrow what you
can avaoid altogether,

After all is said & done, usually
more is said than done.

To every rule there is an exception
& vice-versa,

Don’t lend people money; it gives
them amnesia,

From Chick De Marti,
the November

writing in
issue of LA Toplcs:

I was given a
Greater Akron 9%ers. What a dirty
trick! Because there was this infc
on PR-BASE I could have used five
months ago.

May issue o+

While trying to create a new
database, PRBASE would not accept my:
PIC...why?

According to
"Editor’s Note":
the program asks for OQUTPUT DEVICE
NAME, it presents you with a field
full of characters 229s (>ES).

the column |

If you ¢try to
common device 1like
actually be trying to
devicename like
the x's are >ES’s.

output to a
PIO, vyou will
output to a
PIOxxxxxxx, where

The $ix is simple., Enter FCTN
3 (erase) before you enter the
output device name. This clears out
the DJES’s +$rom the field and fills
it with true spaces.

Don't forget, if you need blank

disks or software, see Graham, the
Group’s Software librarian first.
The current prices are:-

Box Oof 10 disks ......000c00.,.818

Postage for 1 box of disks ...$2.29
Postage for 1 disk ...........%0.80
Disk postage container ....,..38.68

For a disk with software ces e B2,.08

EXTRA CHARBES FOR SPECIALLY
MADE UP DISKS

Cassettes with software .....,$3.008
POSTAGE COSTS APPLY TQ
ADDRESSES WITHIN AUSTRALIA

Well folks, that’s it +¢or
another month. Don’t forget, i+ you
have any news to pa=s on to the TI

community get in touch with me.

S
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ARGHIVER 111

VERSION 2- 02

This article gppeared fn the
Sydney News Drigest, February, 198%.
It was written by the azuthor of
Archiver, Barry Boone.

Notes on imgrgvemgnt; ftrom vz. 4

At long last, v3.4 in finally
out. Version 3.8 was completely
re-written +from scratch, since v2.4
was simply too large and complex to
try and add other features Without
running out o4 memory. This is the
primary reason for the long delay
between v2,4 & v3.8, and also the
reason  that v2.4 did not have many
0f the options and improvements v3.g
now has,

The greatest improvement to
v3.¥# is that the Pack/Compress &
Unpack-Decompress Steps have been
Cansolidated into one step, which
means you may now simultanenusly
Pack and compress a group of +files,
decompress and unpack a group of
files, or even extract selected
files from a compressed archive! The
program is still 1@e% compatible
Wwith v2.4, and still dllows the

option of creating uncompressed

archives, It will also
automaticaily detect whether an
archive is compressed or
decompressed and react

appropriately.

Finally, Compression has been
optimized, so that Y0u may expect to
qet slightly higher compression
Yields gver v2.4, which will Vary
according to the types of files you
are compressing. For example, Arc
v2.4 compressed 187 sectors of text
down to 85 sectors, while v3.98
Compressed it down +to 78 sectors.
The secret tn this improvement is
that v3.2 takes 1into account that
the disk files, in general, waste a
certain amount o+ sSpace aon each
sector, which usually contains
meaningless garbage that gets
compressed along with the rest of
the +file. Version 3.0 fills this

unused space with zeros, resulting

in improved Compression according to

the amount 9f unused Space in the
files. Variable and certain Fixed
tilesg will shaw the test

improvement, while Program files, in
9eneéral, will show 1littje

improvement.

A View text +File

option has

been added in addition to the

file management options in version
system is

3.8, and the input menu

much mare friendly. FCTN 9 {

will still take you back

to the main

mé&nu, and the main menu now con
all options available! the ut

menu was done away wit

nNOw press FCTN 8 (REDGO) at any point
while entering input, and you wili
be abile to either re-
answers to the prompts,

thase vyou previous]y

entering over them: the Program now
Also, the
Copy Files command now places the
first filename You enter

uses defaults everywhere,

default for the second
farcing you tp type
filename twice.

Finally, by Popular demand, the

Catalog Disk and Arctil

now allow you tp dump catalogs to a
Printer, and also informs you of how
many files were listed and how many

h, Yo

enter

typed

s DO 1
the

e com

sectors the fjles occupy, so

You can easily determine how many

sectors are nee
Unpack/Decompress an arch

A number of ather changes have

been made here and there
and some very minor bugs

ded
iven

as
in v2,

no  longer present. The int

sector buffer has been increased to

98 sectors, so that s

users should not have to do as much

disk swapping.

Simple Instructiong

Archiving of files
the process of taking
files and combining them

single file, which can Qccupy much

ingle

is s
a gro
into

less space than the original

(compression fron 30%-79% is common,

depending on the type of

are dealing with). The advantage o+f

files

archival is that Yyou can sto

group of related files together, andg

extract one or all o4

later time; saving you considerable

them

disk space, and allowing

orqanisation of your disk library,

especially those programs

you

or no

ar accept

as the

_‘\‘

other

BACK)
tains
ility
U may

the

by

onger
same

mands

that

to

well,
4 are
ernal

disk

imply
up of
one
file
You
re a

at a

®asy

wish
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to keep, but don't
also your backups

Juse much, and

of programs.

Modem users
incentive in that
archives over the
be S59% faster,
cheaper, than sending
files,

get an added
sending compressed
phone can easily
therefore S0%
the original

compressed
stored in
128 format, and
uncompressed archives are
Display/Fixed 128, When
uncompressed archives are created,
they are automatically write
protected, since most terminal
programs (modem programs) reguire
that D/F 128 files be Write
protected either tp work, or to
transfer at an acceptable speed.

To avoid confusion:
archives are
Internal /Fixed

When you select *1) archive
files*" from the main menu, you will
be asked for pertinent information
about the files You are about to
archive, When you see the
“Compress? (Y/N)" prompt, vyau are
being asked whether you wish to
apply data compression tao the files
you are archiving. In most cases
the answer will be yes, however
there are a very few kinds o+ files
which cannot be compressed
(attemting to compress them can
actually make them larger! More on
this later) so the option to not
compress files is available.

If you choose the same disk
drive for both input & gutput, vyou

will be asked if you want to “Swap
Disks". Answering Yes will cause
you to be prompted to insert Source

& Cutput disks at the appropriate
times. Answering No will perform
all operations on the same disk.

Extracting files is also
simple. You may
any or all files from an archive by
giving the appropriate instructions
to Arc va3.a@. The option *Catalog
Arcfile* allows vyou tn examine or
print out the contents o$ an archive
without having tao extract it, and
tells how many sectors are needed
for extraction. The remaining
options are sel#$ explanataory, il
in the blanks’ commands.

Quite
chapnss to remove

The "Load FW" command is a
ioader for the Funnelweb program,
and the filename it looks for is

kSTILl. although it you arw an

~

experienced gigk hacker, you may
Wwish to alter it. 1 have reserved
enough room there for a 16 character
tilename.

Files that are sufficiently
random in nature may not compress, |
These are very rare, and are almost
always already Compressed in some
wWay. Known offenders are GIF
Pictures and Infocom James. Both of
these kind of files are aljready
compressed, in fact, GIF pictures
use the same compression technique
Archiver III wuses! Which brings me
to the next point: d6 not bhother
trying to compress a file twice; it
Wwill just get larger the second
time. Oh yes, Speech Synthesizer
data tends to be unsqueezablie as
well , as it jis jtself squeezed
using what is known as LPC code,

M A Uus

Unlike Archiver v2.4, 1 have
about 2K to play with in Archiver
111, room encugh to add a few more
things, so I am going to leave what
will be added up to you; persons
sending donations for Archiver IIlI
should make suggestions if there is
anything you would like to see added

to v3.d. Assuming there is
sufficient response to Archiver III
to make it worthwhile, I will add
the mast frequently asked for
routines to Archiver II1, assuming
they Will +fit in the remaining
memory.,

Basically, unless response to
Archiver increases considerably,
there will probably not be any
future releases of Archiver from me

{(or anything else for that matter).
I am a +full time college student,
and- anything you send would help.
Even a note saying how much you like
the program, but that You cannot
afford to aend enything would at
least reassure me that this work ijs
appreciated! I would like to take
this opportunity to thank those of
You who contributed and supported
the Archiver I1I series, especially
the 35 User Groups who took group
donations for the program. Without
your suppart and suggestions,
Archiver III could have never been
created. If you write me with
questions or expect a reply, please
allow a month or two, as the letters
ga to my parents, and I generally do
not see -the letters until I return
home on break. ‘//




r,- I¥ you need an

not get a reply,
My address is:-
Barry Boone

Box 1233

SAMND SPRINGS 0K
74963

usa

Postscript for Myarc 9440 Users

I+ you are currently using v3.9
or 3.61, these are very unreliable
on Geneve. v3.02 has been “$ixed®
to be compatible with MDOS. My
apologies for any problems YOou may
have encountered, please understand
that
A) I do not have a Geneve, and
B! if the Geneve were truly TI 99/44A
compatible, v3.,8 & v3.F1 would have
worked.

answer and do
please write again.

It is a bit difficult to debug
around Geneve’'s Quirks without
actually owning one.

WANTED

A TV MODULATOR, VHF OR UHF.
CONTACT JIM BRADLEY ON 513244
OR AT A MONTHLY MEETING.

v

I S @

Firstly I would like to
apologise for a couple of typo’'s in
december’s article on Cassette Tips
'n Hints,

Near the end where
incorrectly typed:-

*OLD CS1" instead of

you
"SAVE CSti”,

Do a SHIFT 4 should have read:-
Do a SHIFT E and follow instruction

and the

¥ 1/0 ERROR 35é or O3 depends on
whether you are in Basic (S&) or
EXbasic (23) :

SORRY about that....Al

RP2ZE
RPOTE 7770w

by
STEWART BRADLEY

AT FIRST OGLANCE

1f you look tlosely at Pole
Position automatically you will
think it’s like any other racing car
simulation. Well I have got news
for you, IT IS!

WHAT I8 IT LIKE

When vyou have chosen POLE
POSITIGN from the master title
screen, a very drab title screan

appears. Next comes the selection

screen,

Once you have chosen the dearee
of difficulty and the number of lans

(1-8) everything is prepared +for
your first trial lap. This is where
the computer calculates your

starting position.

The object of beth the TRIAL
and the GAME is ta achieve +first
Place (POLE POSITION). In the game

you must navigate a course of twists
and turns. This may sound e*asy but
Yyou has many hazards to overcome -
Yyou can run into a car or you can
drive off the zide of the road and
into a sign. The game give you as
many lives as you wish but, having a
time limit, this does not aid you
very much.

WHAT I THINK OFF THE GAME.

GRAPHICS 7.5
PERFORMANCE 8
TITLE MUSIC 1.5
HANDLING 9.5
OVERALL 8




-

QUEST RD288.
QED MODULE

and

FUNNELHEB

HOW TO GET THEM
WORKING TOGETHER
by

AL LAWRENCE

Some holidays and a very wet

Summer gave me time to test drive
the new GUEST RD262 + RED + F'WER
and they are an

unbeatable
cambination. -

One task I discovered the RDZ9@
RAM excells is in speeding up using
the Spelling Checker which I never
|used because of the lack of speed.
And I had always left it to the
Editor to correct all spelling
{which he did! THANK you), Now I
have discovered a new tool for my
daughter when she starts to write
hér assignments and wants to check
the spelling errors.

8.E.D. or SUPERSPACE II.

I+ you have either, then
fassicking the Mull'ock#* heap of
loaders from the PBlack Hole anpd
elsewhere, always been frustrated.
Ron Kleinschafter has real colour at
last in V 4.3 as it will load either
module.,

BED V4.3 is user friendly and
not so frustrating as the SUPERSPACE
Il directions to understand.

It is a SS5/8SD disk
+rom the HV99'ers
Contains: -

available
Library and

PRINT-ME - explains how to configure
and use your customised F'WEB with
GED or SUPERSPACE I1

8ED-DOC - History of Modules
well worth reading, as it
details full instructions

and
also

Place F'WEB disk in drive 1 and

N\
@SAVE - run this program to save the ,
configured module to disk (rewrites '
PAGE!Ll or PAGE31) and then it is
just a matter pf inserting module
and selecting E/A opt $ and press
enter then follow instructions - no
more worries!

UTIL1 is the colour.

But firstly PRINT-ME advises-

Make a backup copy of both ®QED
and your CONFIGURED F'WEB disks.
NOTE: 1f you have F'WEE an your

RD292 replace DSK1 with
number instead.

appropriate

STEP 1 :

After inserting GED/SUPERSPACE 1II
module in the port place 8ED disk in
arive ‘1.

Select EDITOR ASSEMBLER (opt.5.)

RUN PROGRAM and press ENTER - UTILY
Will RUN and auto start.

Menu presented reads:-
1 F'WEB, DMi99d, SUPERBUG’S.

2 ... (future use, ideas invited)

3 VIATEL, MASS TRANSFER, ARCHIVER.
4 TEST MODULE.

Select 4 and when reported OK.
Select 1 or 3.

When loaded new MENU appears.
Select 3. EXIT MODULE.

Press any key and select E/A opt S
STEP 2:

run
DSKi,filename ie. FW/RELOAD it the
default UTIL! has been changed.

Exercise FCTN 7 (QD), mark CTBRAM,
press ENTER and select LOADERS

Press 4 LOAD/RUN and marked file
CTBRAM will appear. Press ENTER and
follow Atrax Robustus instructions.
When +finished select LOADERS and
press 3 RUN PROGRAM +ile.

STEP 3:

Replace GED in drive Tt & type DSKI
ASAVE, press ENTER.

S/




Prompt will ask you to enter either
“TH er "E" (Tl WRITER / ASSEMBLER )
which sets a flag to give the option
‘which F'WEB central screen appears
when selected from main MENU header.
GSAVE then saves file ta disk and
will overwrite original file PAGEil
or PAGE31 on the working RED disk.

You are then invited to try it!

Tap Space bar - that’'s it!
it not? Well done RON,

Easy is

QUEST RD2849.
S12k! Now what to load?

Well that is up to you as I
have been thrashing and bashing
EVERY THING to test it with the
Horizon, and the biggest problem
encountered was a dry joint in my
assembly of the Horizon board.

Neil has done fantastic design
work engineering and assembly of the
RD289 and if you are like a lot of
us MUTS with more bits than bytes
well this is for you.

Someone once said oWwning a boat
was like standing in a shower,
throwing dollare down the pPlug hole.

Well owning a computer is not nuch
different except you don’'t get wet!
Even if you and the cook have to

miss oQut on some luxuries like food
and XXXX, get a RD208 board and
start eéveryone buying you chips
instead of socks ar ties next time
around.

Supplied to test and +ormat
your RD2¢83 are 3 +files by Tony
McGovern.

1. @/0.
2. RAS.
3. a/s,

1. 8/0 is an auto start Dis/Fix 88
file loaded and run via the F'WEB
LOADERS opt 4 LOAD and RUN.

At the top of the first screen

You are presented with the CRU
address of all RD2Z80 ’s ip the PE
box. I+4 you have more than one, you
input the CRU address of the
required RAMdisk to establish.
Further down you are asked the

# of the drive containing the REs

Pressing the drive
then asked i+ vou want to

# you are
load the

RES. —}

Press Y the first time, (N if
¥ou have blown the DSR and only want
to re-establish it)

Pressing ¥/N YQu are asiked to :
Check the Light the press Proceed or
back (CTR A/CTR €1

2. Proceed loads the RGS and brings
Y0u on to the second screen. At the
top you are informed the total # of
sectors available

You are also asked
to format the RAMdisk.
first time. (N
the DSR and
re-establish it).

if you want
Press Y the
if you have blown
only want to

After formatting it does a bank
check and i all is Ok YOou are then
asked to assign a DSK n from 1 to ?.
Press ENTER and Yyou are presented
with DSK2 and flashing cursor.

I¥f you have more than 1 RD299
or want to redo, press ENTER and you

are presented with the REF tables
and START underlined. CTR A proceed
and you are back to the ist.screen

to redo whatever,

I+ you are finished, Press CTR
C (back) to enter F’WEB LOADER menu.

Press
back to TI1
depending on
using.

CTR C again and you are
Writer or E/A side
the module vyou are

If F'WEB LOAD is on the RAMdisk
and having only the XBasic module
You want to access the RD289 on the
boot up then make this simple single
line program and save as DSK1.L0AD: -
18@ RUN *DSKn.LOAD"

where n is the numbser you
assigned to the RD228 RAMdisk.

have

You can also modifty one of the
many XB LOAD programs that do multi
disk catalogs and run programs.

3. R/S iw the source code if you
want to experiment or improve, as at
the moment it can only be run as one
disk and no auto start.

Note MENU 7.3 will not run and as of
November '87 in Micropendium Horizon
have stated it is only for use an
the Horizon unless writtéz/

M O
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permission has been granted.

F'WEB V 4.6 to 4.13

Any of the above versions work
on either the Horizon, RD24OG, AVPC
boards and alsc using RED V4.3 in
the QED or SUPERSPACE II modules.
Higher Versions include the latest
developments in the EDITOR, @D and
DM 1099

# Collins Dictionary re+t.

Mull’ock n. rubbish; tAustralian}
rock containing no gold, or rock
from which the gold has been
extracted.

MODULE

This article iIs from tha
Novenber Iissue of EAR PPars, the
Newslietter of the Fast Anglia region
Users &roup in the UK & originalily
apperred in the PUNN Newsleiter
(Portland, Oregon) September 1987.

Dirty contacts can screw up any

electrical device and the 4A is not
an exception, The only place you
are fairly likely to run into this

problem is in using command modules.

Both the module contacts and the
port itselt can become dirty, but
cleaning the port itsel+f a big jab
as you have to disassemble the
consnle. the g9ood news is that
cleaning the cartridge will almost
always suffice and can be done

Quickly without any special tools or
cleaners. All you need is a regular
sCrewdriver, gsome sort o+ rag, a
standard pencil eraser, and in some
cases a medium Phillips screwdriver.

Remaove the sCcrew from the
middle (bottom) pf the module (it
there is one). then pry the clipws
in the slots (lower left hand and

right hand corners) autward to pop
open the cartridge. If there is a
c€lip in the middle (bottom@d pry it
back after the slots in the lower
left and right hand corners are
loose. if it should bend of+, don’t
worry, it won't aftfect the

Li-r+ormanco of. your module.

MAINTAINANCE

N

The module baoard camn now be
removed. Do this carefully and NOTE
haw the Spring-loaded door is
assembled if there is one, s0 that
you can put it back together if it
pops out. Once you have the board
removed, take your rag f(a Kleenex
will work but a cloth is better) and
rub off any residue from the
contacts, Remember to do the
contacts an each side if the
particular module has them. Once
the worst is removed take any soft
Pencil eraser and rubp the contacts
gently to remoave any remaining
contaminant. When you have
tinished, reassemble the cartridge
and you are back in business. Some
symptoms of a dirty contact are the
console lecking up, strange errors
and display on vour screen, and/or a
syntax error. Don’t jump to clean a
cartridge on yaur firast error
though, as it could be a number o+
other things. Sometimes,
re-inmserting the cartridge can help.

But if you +ind that you have a
continuing problem cleaning the
contacts is quiek and may correct

what was wrong.

BUEST
RD200O
RAMdisk

spare GQUEST RD26& RAMdisk
boards are still available from the
initial order. All the fully built
and socketed boards are sold, but if
YOu require one of these boards to
be socketed for you, or want just a
bare board please let me know
A.S.A.P.

A few

Ph @49 484509 and send $132.08 full]
price for a built up board {buy ali
your oOwn 32k #62256 -i7reqd. to
9ive 512k RAM + 32k Memory Expansion
at w22/2% ea. + 1 #8264 and 3
batteries.

The the bare board ex everything 1is
5. 948,

Plus P and P $5.096 wherse reqd. on
above items.

There may also be a few ®ED 32k
module boards available to build up

i¥ you are guick!!! -/




*IMPACT/99*

8y JACK SUGHRUE
Box 459
EAST DougLas, NA 01516

LOSING & GAINING

MUCH HAS BEEN LOST AND GAINED IN 0UR TI WoRLD CommomiTy - PROBAGLY MORE THAN IN THOSE COMPUTER WORLDS WHERE THE
COMPUTER IS STILL BEINS MANUFACTURED AND/OR COMMERCIALLY SOFTWARED, HRARDWARED, AND TEXTNAREOD.

Ve O9ERS HAYE HAD TO SUFFER WITH MASS EX0DUS AFTER THE ORPNANING AN THEN WITH THE STEADY ERIGRATION SINCE. EACH
TIME ONE OF DUR RESIDENTS LEAVES, THOUSH, OUR WORLD GETS SMALLER AMD SMALLER. IT'S A WORLD THAT HAS M0 SPACE LEFT FOR
BACKSTABAING OR POLITICAL [INTRIGUE OR POISONOUS PARANGIA. THERE JUST AREN'T THAT MARY OF US LEFT TO CONTINVE THE
INFIGHTING AND OPEN ROSTILITY THAT WAVE ORTVEW SOME OF OUR BEST CITIZENS FROM OUR RANKS, NOR CAM OUR REMAINING #UMEERS
CONTINUE 7O PIRATE COMMERCIAL SOFTWARE AMD EXPLOIT FAIRWARE AUTHORS. WE'VE HEARD IT ALL BEFORE: HOW COMMERCIAL
SOFTNARE KTEPS GETTING OM BSS; MOW FAIRWARE AUTHORS, FOR THE MOST PART, RECEIVE NGTHING AT A'L FROM 885 0DOWMLOADS oR
USER LIERARY DUBS; HOW COMMERCIAL AND FAIRWARE MONMEY 1$ GAINED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY THROUEH DIRECT-MAIL ORDERS BY PEOPLE
WITH #0 USER-CROUP AFFILIATION. SIMPLY PUT, USERS WHO HAYE ACCESS TO MATERIALS BEFORE PAYING FOR Tuem DON'T.  Evew
THOUEH THE PRICES FOR TI STUFF HAS REMAINED THE LONEST IN THE ENTIRE INDUSTRY. THERE'S SOMETHING SUICIDAL IR THAT
APPROACH.

ANO, YET, WHILE IT LASTS, THERE'S STILL AN AMFUL LOT GF GOODIES OUT THERE FOR OUR MACHEIME. IMCLUOINE SOME GREAT
NEWSLETTERS. BELOWGING TD A USER GROUP, EVEN [EF ONLY BY WAL, IS ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO GUARANTEE TRE FUTURE,
SUPPORT OF ALL THE SOFTWARE, TEXTWARE. AND MARDWARE THAT IS PRESENTLY BEING CREATED FOR US IS THE OTHER WAY.

BUT, AS [ SAID GARLER, ALL THIS WAS BEEN SAID MANY TINES BEFORE BY (DTS MORE [INFLUENTIAL 99€ERS THAN MYSELF,
StiLt....

NUNAEN TR ab ey

AND SPEAKING OF LOSSES, OUR TI VoRLD COMMUNITY SUFFERED OME OF ITS BIGGEST LOSSES WHEN HOM ALBRIGHT RECENTLY
OECIDED D STEP OOWN FROM HIS ACTIVE TWVOLVEMENT WITH Tl AFTER SEVEN-PLUS PRODUCTIVE YEARS.

HE "FOLDED UP RIS TEXT" AS CO-EBITOR (WITH JONATHAN ZTTTRAIN) OF THE T1 FORUM 1n COMPUTER SHOPPER.  TWIS MONTHLY
GIANT MAGAZINE RAS BEEN THE FLAGSHIP OF HAPPEMINGS FOR ALL COMPUTERS. RON AND JON HAVE MADE 5 AN IMPORTANT PART OF
99THG. EACH MOMTH THEY TELL US ENS, GIVE US REVIEWS, STINULATE SHARTHG, PROWOTE PRIDE IN OUR LITTLE WOMDER.

. 3::“ WHO I'WE NAD THE PLEASURE OF MEETING AT ONE OF THE FAIRES, IS A YOUNG, DYNAMIC WRITER WHO IS REMAINING ABOARD

FORUA,

I'VE MEYER WAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET ROW, THOUGH 1 FEEL I'VE KNOWM WIM FOR YEARS. HIS DECISION - WHICH
APPARENTLY IMYOLVES NWUMEROUS FACTORS ME DID MOT HAVE THE SPACE IN HIS COLUMM TO OISCUSS - IS LIKE THE LOSS OF A CLOSE
FRIEMD, ROW SEENED TO 8E A YOICE FOR LOTS OF US. AS NE GREW WITH THE 39, HE TODK US ALONG FOR THE RIDE. VE CREW WITH
HIN. EACH TIME WE FELL O HIS FACE WE SHARCD THOSE EFFORTS WITHOUT SHAME SO WE COULD LEARN FROM RIS MISTATES. WHEN RE
LEARNED SOMETHING NEW, HE WAS LIKE A LITTLE KID SHARING HIS JOY WITH US ALL,

FROM NEWSLETTER EDITOR 70 REGULAR WRITER FoR WICROPEWOLUM, ROM ALWATS SEEMER TO BE THERE WHEN WE WEEDED WIM.

HE WAS ALSO THERE TO EXPLAIN WHAT HAPPENED TO ALL DF US AFTER THE T1 PULLOUT WITH MIS WONDERFULLY LUCI0 B0OK, THE
ORPHAN CHROWICLES. OC MOT OMLY TOLD US ALL THAT KAPPENED BUT PREOICTED OUR FUTURE ACCURATELY BY GIVING US HOPE.  AND
IT PROVIDED AN IMMEBIATE LIST OF OPTIONS, FOR WOST OF US OC WAS THE LIFELINE WE NEEDED WHEN WE NEEDED SOMETHING
DESPERATELY, '

- Lamem, e wrove THE ORPHAM SURVIVAL MANUAL WRICH WAS THE EXTEMSION OF OC THAT SHOWED THE MATURITY OF OUR MACHINE
AN OF RON WITH THAT MACKINE, THIS BOOK GAVE US MATERTALS TO WORK WITH. VERY SPECIFIC, [T WAS ORANK FROW SOURCES
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD TO GIVE OWMERS A PACKAGE TREY COULD DEAL WITH - IN SHORY, A SURVIVAL MANUAL.

ALTHOUGK T OON'T HAYE A MODEM, I UMDERSTAMD MOST OF THE SHARING AMD HELP OF THE KIND ROM GEMERATED IN WIS WRITINGS
WAS CONTINVED AND EXPANDED BY HIM OM THE BULLETIN BOARDS. HIS GENEROSITY AMD PATIENCE WERE LECEMOARY. THERE AREN'T
TO0 MANY PEOPLE AMONG JIERS NHO HAYE GIVEN SO MUCK HELP ANO SUPPORT TO 50 MANY.

0R, AS RoM SAIG IN HIS FINAL COLUMM, *T LEARWED WKAT XINO OF PEOPLE COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS ARE. 1 AW #OT TALEING
ABOUT THOSE WHG SINPLY USE COMPUTERS.  THESE RUM THE GAMUT OF PEOPLE - FROM COOD TO BAD - JUST AS CAR ORIVERS AND
CUISINART OWMERS 0. [ AW TALKING ABOUT, WELL, THE KACKERS. PERWAPS WO GROVP OF PEOPLE OVTSIDE A MONASTERY HAYE SUCH
QUALETIES OF UMSELFISKNESS, GEMEROSITY, AND CLOSENESS WITH KINORED SPINLTS. THE ERIEWDS 1 MAVE MADE AMONG TI ONNERS
NILL COMTINUE TO BE SO LONG AFTEK THE LAST COMPYTER CHIP HAS CRACKED AMO THE POWER IS TURMED OFF, FOR THESE REASONS
AND MANY MORE, [ wILL ALWAYS @t A 99e2."

4
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S0 Loug, Row. YOU'VWE DONE A HECK OF A JOB. KEEP IN TOUCH. WE'LL ALL WISS YOU.

THE  UNENYIABLE POSITION OF BEING ROM'S REPLACEMENT HAS GOME TO OME OF THE FEW TIERS CAPABLE OF HANDLING IT: BARRY
TRAYER (OF DISKAZINE AMD CONYEMTION SPEAKER FAME). LTKE RON, BARRY 15 OME OF THE MOST DEDICATED 99ERS IN EXISTENCE,
HES T1 "CAREER" BEGAN WAY BACK NHEN HE WROTE PROGRAMS FOR THE OLD 99 MAGAZINE AND HAS CONTINUED AND FLOURISHED SINCE.

ON THE TDO FEW DCCASIONS WHEW ['VE TALKED WITH RIN, [ FOUNO HIM T0 BE KNOWLEGABLE, CARING, WISE, AND SEWSITIVE.
A¥D, THOUGH THE WORD MAS UNFORTUMATELY ALMOST DISAPPEARED FROM OUR LAWGUAGE, A GEMTLEMAN.

BARRY SEEMS ALWAYS TO GIVE EVERTSODY THE TIME AMD ATTENTION THEY ASK FOR - AND THENW SOME. 1 DON'T KNOW HOW HE DOES
1T, BUT HE IS ABLE TO JUGGLE LOTS OF DIFFERENT LIVES WITH EASE AND APLOMB. HE WAS NAD SOME YERY SERTOUS EYE PROBLEMS
THAT WOULD HAVE DEVASTATED MOST OF US, BUT I'VE NEVER WEARD HIN COMPLAIN. AS A MATTER OF FACT - AS I SIT HERE WRITING
THIS ARTICLE -, [ HAVE NEVER HEARD A SINGLE COMPLAINT ABOUT WIw Amoms TIERS wORLD-wiDE. ON THE CONTRARY, I HAVE HEARD
NOTHING BUT THE WIGNES? PRAISES OF BARRY BY EYERYOMC WHO KNOWS HIM OR HAS ANY DEALINGS WITH HIN, AND THAT IS HIGH
FRAISE, INDEED, IN A COMMUMITY THAT MAS TEMDED TO BE DIVISIVE AMD PAROCHIAL EVEN AT THE BEST OF TIMES.

S0 I'M SURE BARRY WILL 0O A GREAT JOB AS RON'S AEPLACEMENT. HE, TOO; IS A GOOD WRITER AND AN ASTUTE COMPUTER GUFF.

WE ALL NISH YOU GDOD FORTUNE, BARRY.
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from

JOE WRIGHT

Hello once ag9ain and welcome to

another vear, Said it before, Say
it again, esach year seems to pass
faster. Pleased to report that I am

now back on deck refreshed aftter a
fortnight at a small coastal town,
relaxing, reading and fishing. Read
the sixth book in the Dune series by
Frank Herbert (Chapter House Dune)
and found it just as enjoyable as

the other five. Caught enough fish
for a couple of meals. Onas rainy
day went to the local movie theatra

and saw Twins with Danny DeVito.

the movie enjoyable as I am more

into English style comedy, Ronnie
Barker, John Clea=e etc. Have to
admit though it 1Is gaod light

entertainment which I recommend.

I have decided to
practise of having a quote of the
manth in my article, Just in case
¥0u have not noticed I do try to
make them topical and related to
happening within the qroup or wider
issues in the gensral community,
The gquote for this month I claim as
the writer but I have a teeling that
I have seean something similar
"somewhere”, It is pointed at a}ll
those people, mysel+$ included, who
claim to be living in the greatest
Place on earth.

renew my

‘For the vast majority of people on
this plant.

The place they will love,

where they will live,

and in some cases will die +or,

is decided by birth."

ROUNDING NUMBERS.

In the December issue I
included a number rounding routine
from Ed York of the CIN-DAY Group.

alsn had a number
routine note in their December
issue. It is in the User Notes and
comes from Mid-Atlantic %ers.

Micropendium

"This item appeared some time
ago in the Newsletter of the
Mid-Atlantic 9%9ers. The subroutine

Was created by Maurice Swinnen.

BITS and PIECES

Must say I was not expecting to find

The quickest way to
numbers is to uge

round

RESULT=INT (NUMBER+@.5)

However, what i+ ¥YOUu want it
rounded to mare digits? You could do
this

RESULTxINT(NUHBER*P+5.5)IP

In this case, *p- efquals the
power of ten of the number of places
to be rounded,

To round to two places you would use
P=1Ba&i18+2)

This format works only on positive
numbers. For numbers which may be
@ither negative or positive use this
formula

RESULT=INT(ABS(NUHBER)*P+5.5)*SGN
{NUMBER)

Try the <following subprogramme to
round numbers in your Extended BASIC
programme. For BASIC, remove lines

168 and 138 and rall the formula
using GOSUB

109 SUB PLACES (NUMBER, PLACES,
RESULT)

119 P=EXP (PLACES#L0G(1@))

120 RESULT=INT(ABS (NUMBER) ¥P+8.5)
/P% SGN (NUMBER)

138 SUBEND

To test it, use the following three
lines which asks what 234%& rounded
to 3 places is

1 CALL PLACES(234%6,3,RESULT)
2 PRINT "RESULT": :RESULT
3 STOP

WORD COUNT.

Jim Swedlow writing in the

‘November ROM got hold of a programme

which counts the number of words in
a Dveg file. He then set about
improving and speeding the short
programme. I have reproduced the
programme belaow.

196 ! WORDCOUNT

119 DISPLAY AT(12,1)ERASE ALL:*FILE:
DSK" :: ACCEPT AT(1Z2,19):AS:: OPEN
#1:"DSK*"KAS, INPUT

120 X=@ :: LINPUT #1:A% :: IF As=""
THEN 148 ELSE IF ASC(AS)=44 OR
ASC(AS)>127 THEN 148

130 A=X+l :! X=POS(AS," ", ,A) ::
THEN C=C-(X<>A) :: GOTO 139 ELSE
C=C-{A{LEN{A®))

IF X

148 IF EOF(1) THEN CLOSE ¥1 :: )

s e DR S e WY
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(;;SPLAY AT (14,1}:"HAS
ABOUT":C; "WORDS"™ ELSE i2@
Extended Basic
recommend that
and read it.
meeting and I will
it. Oh! - and
a useful littile

For anybody into
programming I would
you get this article
See me at the
point you to
by-the-way, it is
programme as well.

When the programme runs there
is only the activity of the disc
drive to indicate that things are
still going on inside your TI. This
prompted me to add another linej

115 DISPLAY AT(24,1):C

and change the line number returned
to in LINE 148 +from 120 to 115.
This line displays the word count ¢
after each line has baen processed.
Adding this line defeats the whole

thrust of Jim Swedlow's effort to
reduce the operating time of the
programme because adding this line
increases the overall operating
time. But that aside I found it
re-assuring to see that number in
the bottom left hand corner of the

screen increasing regularly,

SOME BASIC ROUTINES.
There is one problem with being

ocut of touch with one another over
the Christmas break. That is the
mass of information that is
available to sift through when the
group 9ets back together again.
Amoungst that mass was the December
newsletter from Adelaide, from the

article titled TIP OFFS I have taken
the tollowing Basic programmes.
This first one is called Enhanced
Movement. It clearly demcnstratess
that with the use o+ creative
Programming Basic can do some quite
attractive things, Type it in and
try il

189 CALL CLEAR

118 CALL SCREEN(2)

128 cALL

CHAR (129, "“FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF")
139 CALL CHAR(131,°**)

149 FOR I=1 TO 1

158 VAR=130+(-1)~]
168 CALL COLOR(13,5,4)

178 CALL HCHAR(I,I,VAR,34-2%I) -

188 CALL VCHAR(I+1,33-1,VAR,24-2%1)
199 CALL HCHAR(25-I,1,VAR,34-2%])
288 CALL VUCHAR(I+1,I,VAR,24-2%I)
210 CALL COLOR{(13,&,3)

kz?ﬂ NEXT I

238 caLL CULDR(13,5,2)
2948 CcAaLL CDLUR(13,2,53
258 G0OTO 238
As vou will notice the

Rrogramme can only hbhe stopped by
using the break key!!

This next programme is a small
sound demonstration

199 FOR I=@ TO 38 STEP s

112 FOR W=3@ TO & STEP -5

129 CALL
SOUND(-??,IZQB,I,iEEZ,I,1294.1)
139 CALL
SOUND(-99.24BG,H,2432,U,24ﬁ4,U)
149 NEXT W

158 NEXT 1

HIGH SCORE.

The only new high score to
report this month is again my son
Chris who achieved the impressijve
Score of 787114 on BARRAGE. I will

run the list again next month of the
current holders of best sScores so if
You want to be included call, write,
se@ me, send a pigeon or what ever
but let me know.

NEXT MONTH.

I hope to have some
Mini Memory information
programme for vyou opver the
couplie of months so stay tuned.

FORTH and
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FORTH

TOOLBORXR

BOB CARMANY

I have started this column with
the intention o+t it beina
semi-regular. Not exactly a monthly

column, but something on the order
of every other month. The material
that I'm going to cover is g0ing to
be elementary Forth since I den’'t
really want to intrude upon Dr,
Terry’s domain. 'FORTH TOOLBOX®

will have screens and Forth words to
make some of the day-to-day projects
a little 1less painful. Nothing
spectacular, wind ypu, but maybe
something you hadn’t thought about
before. So, with apologies to the
"good Doctor" -- let's start!

One of the misconceptions about

TI-Forth is that it is difficult to
have on-screen documentation
available for your programs. That's

true only i+ you try to do things
the hard way. Messing around with
GOTOXY and text strings can make you
think that maybe documenting vyour
programs isn’'t the esasiest thing in
the world to do. In fact. usinag
that approach is sort of like trying

be done but it’s hardly elegant!

Luckily, there is a much better
way to do it! TI-Forth has, as part
of the resident vocabulary, the
Forth word MESSAGE. MESSAGE can be
used in a loop to print anything you
want from any screen without having
to deal with text strings and
GOTOXY. There is only one catch ---
everything is relative to Screen #4,

Line #3. Complicated? Not really!

First of all, you should have
the wmessage screens (#4 and #5)
installed on every TI-Forth disk
that you have in exactly those
positions. That Ay, if you
encounter an srror, you will qet the
4ppropriate message rather than
"gobbledy-gonok*,

Let’'s assume that vyou have
finally typed in and debugqed that

*dynamite”® application that you have
\ been working on. Let’s say that vou

to swat a fly with a club --- it can.

~

{on a SCREENS
Screen #1905,
to add the

started at Screen Wigg
disk) and ran througn

Now, YOu are ready
documentation on Screen #1484, How
do you 90 about it? @uite simpiy,

actually! Just start typing in the
documentation on the very first line.
of Screen #1356 no guotatiaon
marks or any other preparation. The
only restriction is to make sure
that each line doesn’'t exceed 49
characters so that it will 4$it on

the screen when it is displayed.

Once we are done, the only thing
left is to calculate the values for.
our MESSAGE loop and design a word

to access the documentation.

The calculatian +or the
beginning of the loop is really easy
to do. Since everything is relative
to Line #9 of Screen #4, and there
are sixteen lines per screen (@ -
15}, all we have to do is to
subtract 4 from the screen number
(186) and multiply by 14. We get
1632 as the answer. That is the
value for Line #8 on Screen #1096,
I+ our documentation stretches for
some i@ lines, the other value will
be 1442 (1432 + 12).%%

NOW, we have
design a ward
documentatian.
seems to be the
use.,

to go back and
to access the
How about HELP? That
universal word to

+ HELP CLS 1643 1632 DO I MESSAGE CR

LOOF CR CR CR CR 3}

*#%NOTE: Since a DO I . . LOOP goes
up to =-- but DOES NOT INCLUDE the
upper limit value, you nust
increment your upper value one line
above the actual value returned by
the loop calculator. Hence the

upper value in the HELP word is 1443
instead of 1442,

There we are! Just squeeze this
word into Screen #15 somewhere near
the wend. But let’'s dissect HELP
before we ga on. The *CLS* ward
starts by clearing the screen and
printing our documentatiaon. 1643
1632 DO 1 MESSAGE CR LOOP CR CR CR
CR " is the remainder of the

definition. The extra *CRY's simply
pad out the screen display and move
it up the screen and can be adjusted

depending on the length of the
documentation to be printed out.
Since Forth uses a "last in, first

out” method of storing values on the

=
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numbers is entered first. All this | you wish t0 use as YOur program
definition does is to start printing | documentation. I+ there are word
our documentation and loopps through | definitions and text on the same
lines 1632 to 1642 (our docs) with a | screen, You can get some weird
carriage return at the end of each | results --- usually an error message

line. No GOTOXY and text strings |when the compiler encounters the
ffor each line and it is much more | first word of the proposed text,
'elegant to use. The error is not fatal, however, and
!

The

calculate the values far the (another reason why I used GOTOXY in

istarting

documentation. If your math is as
rusty as mine is at times, the Since the screen that you will
tollowing Forth screen should help |be saving this application on will

‘vou out.

that -SYNONYMS be loaded first for {used the more cumbersome “GOTOXY' in
the CLS word. Just note the number | the application screen itselt. A

an the

values to use in your MESSAGE loops. |easily sufficed if we had establish

One
close,.

print documentation works best on a | documentation for your Forth
screen that contains only text that |programs is difficult?

(

VOND>UNDWN -8

if you are willing to put up with a
only problem is trying to | question wmark it will also work

and ending lines of your |the application itself).

The only pre-requisite is vary from system to system, I have

screen and write down the | message loop would have just as

a4 screen number for the application
additional thought before 1 | beforenand. That's aill there is to
Using a message loop to |it. Who S&yYS that writing on-screen

TOOLBOX1 MESSAGE CALC RMC 11/26/88 )

HEADER CLS 8 2 GOTOXY .* Message Loop Calculator"
18 4 GOTOXY .* BY Robert M. Carmany" j

MSGl1 7 8 GOTOXY .* : LINECALC (scr# Ink -- )¢ 3

MSG2 2 19 GOTOXY .* Input is in the form: 12 7 LINE_CALC"
1 11 GOTOXY .* where the numbers are the scr# and 1n #* CR

18 : LINECALC CLS 8 1¢ GOTOXY SWAP 4 - 16 ¥ + . ." Line number" i
11
12 : RUN HEADER MSGl MSG2 i
13
14
15
In December’'s issue one of our members offerred a puzzle to
help you while away time till this issue. How did you ga?
For those who could not manage it here is the solutipn:-
1 2 3 4 = -] 7
green brick cream white low set brown blue
weather veneer concrete vinyl no
toard block siding fence
Bili Bill " Joe Joe
Brown Grey Jones Green Smith Black White
punter footy 1@ pin sailing CB beer golfer
player bowler coasters
4WD Falcon New 624 Kingswood Magna
Toyota Holden Celica
Fosters VB XX XX Tocheys wine Swan Light ,)
L.




Adventurers®
Corner

WITH "THE ADVENTURER"

rodney gainsford

Hi! Yet another Adventure
article as we are all recovering
from the Christmas festivities.
Just a few Quick hints for Hitch

Hikers Guide to the Galaxy ta keep
you 9going - I suspect that a few
have got stuck on various parts!

¥ Lie down in the mud in
the bulldozer.

¥ The dog wants to be fed and likes
cheese,

¥ Wrap the towel around your head to
avoid being sean.

* Put the fluft in the flowerpot and
a humid atmosphere is required for
fertilization,

* Believe me it
lose the Thing and
storing items in.
¥ Put the +lowerpot in your pocket
and close your pocket.

* Touching the Black Particle
destroys your common sense and this
is needed.

front of

is impossible tp
it is useful <for

¥ Marvin can do things vyour +eeble
mind can’t and can handle things
more complex than you will imagine.
* After the darkness strikes wait
till your senses come to you.

* Enjoy the poetry and thus thy
shall claim the Atomic Vector
Plotter.

¥ You really do wish to 90 down that
corridor and keep trying.

* The toolbox will remain in the

hatch after Zaphod enters the Heart
of Gold.
* The Platter and the spare

Improbability Drive, combined with
the substitute tea and the plugs on
the bridge are essential for game
survival!

# Logical trial and error achieve
the Babel Fish but the junk mail is
needed,

\

¥ Analgesics sooth the head,

* Listen to the conversation in
War Chamber,

*-Eat the fruit and store the object
in the thing.

the

This should keep you gqoing +far a
while. Any enquiries can be sent tg
me through the Secretary,
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SECTOR
SHARING

This articie came to us via
the December I[ssue of “Spirit of
P9, the newsletter of the Central
Ohio Nirnety-Niners. It was written
by Mark Schafter of the Bluegrass
Computar Society in the US.

They say necessity is the
mother of invention. And in this
case, I'm the father. I think I’'ve
discovered something vyou'll find
intriguing, Take a look at the
following disk catalog:

DSK1 - DISKNAME= FNWEB/4+#1

AVAILABLE= 7 USED= 351
FILENAME SIZE TYPE P
AS 33 PROGRAM
AT 22 PROGRAM
CF 31 PROGRAM
Cce 25 PROGRAM
CHARA1 s PROGRAM
D1 33 PROGRAM
D2 33 PROGRAM
D3 29 PROGRAM
U 33 PROGRAM
v 33 PROGRAM
DW 29 PROGRAM
EA b4 PROGRAM
ED 33 PROGRAM
EE 12 PROGRAM
LH 12 PROGRAM
LOAD Al PROGRAM
ap 12 PROGRAM
SL 1g PROGRAM
SYSCON 4 PROGRAM
uL 4 PROGRAM

I¥ you don’t notice something
strange, add up the sizes of the
files and compare that to the number
of sectors used. How did I do that?
Why did 1 do that? That's what I'm
here to tell vou.

The above tatalog o+ my
Funnelweb disk. What I've daone is
to make it so that some of my files
take up the same space as other
files, which is the concept I call
sector-sharing.

First, let’s get into why 1 did
it. I have Disk Utilities by John
Birdwell., One of its +features is
Lih. ability +to change to default

syatem setup,. The troubte was
sametimes I will want the defaulte
to be one way, and sometimes I wWill
want them anocther. Now, I could
change the setup in the program when
I need to, but this is some trQuble.
The ideal solution would be to have
two (or more) copies pf the program
on the disk and boot the one with
.the defaults I want at the time.
But I only have one SSSD disk drive,
so I clearly don’t have the room for
this. Just like limited memory can
lead to tight coding, limited disk
space can lead to creative disk
utilization.

All I wanted to do was to
change the first sector. So I got
the idea to create a file that would
have a different first sector, but
share the rest of the sectors with
the original file!

The steps to do this, 1
believe, can be done in any aorder.
Basically, it goes like this:-
creating the new header sectors
creating the modified sector
updating the disk catalog
marking the used sectors
and renaming the new files.

The beauty is
Utilities itself
the above in one session, but I
suppose any Sector editor and disk
manager will do.

that Disk
can handle all of

So let's create the new header
sectors first. Each file on a dqisk
has to have a sector that identifies
the type of file it is and where it
is on the disk. the first step here
is to find out what sectors are
free. One way to do this is to look
at sector ¢ starting at byte >38,
look for non-F's, and figure out
what sectors correspond to the blank
bits, Or you could use Disk
Utilities to oprint the disk report
and figure out what sectors are
contained in no file. In my case,
sectors >13 to >16 were available.
You could put them anywhere, but the
normal thing is to put header
sectors in the >92 to >21 range.

Next I needed to know where on
the disk the files 1I'm going to
"copy*® are, as well as where their
header sectors are. The disk report
has this information. S0 now vyou
edit the header sector o0f these
files. Go to the first one first.
You need to change two things on it. /

-
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r:;ange the name
Would fall at the end af the disk
catalog, This way we don’t have to
insert when we change sector 1. I
called my new +files ZX, 2Z¥ & 2Z.
For the file that has the modified
sector, you need change the
segments starting byte 21C.
Insert three bytes at this point.
This may be a little more difficult
with some sector editors., Put in
the following three bytes at iC:

¥Z 9x @@, where xyz is the sector
we’'re going to create in step 2. In
My case it was >16, s0 I inserted 14
88 99, Then add one to the next
byte, so if¥ it’'s >37, make it 583,
This process makes it so this file
is in the same place as the original
file except its +irst sectaor is
different. I+ you're changing a
sector in the middle, this is a bit
more difficult. When you save it
back, put it at the first available
sector you found. For the remaining
header sectors, I just simply
changed their names and saved them
to next available sectors, since
they are to share exactly the
sectors.

to something that

to
at

, Once vyou’ve 9ot that done, the
rest is a cinch. To create
modified sector, simply edit
sector you wish to change, make
appropriate changes, and save it to
the free sector you indicated at
step 1 - 16 in my case. Normally
the sectors contained in a file are
highar than *>21, but I did't have

any free in that area.

the
the

Next it’s time to change the
disk catalog at sector 1. Simply
Put the header sectors You created

in step { at the first available
aAAFA in sector 1. I appended PP913
9914 #1535 to add my three new files,

is to tell the
With

The next step
disk what sectors we've used.
Disk Utilities, You just use the
Mark Sector feature. With others
You may have to figure out what bits
they correspond to in sector g and
make the changes yoursel+$.

The last step is to rename the
new files what you really want to
call them. I called mine D1, D2 and
D3. The last bytes have to be
consecutive so that they load as ane
continuous program. After this, 1
had to configure Funnelweb to be
able to lpad my rew program. So

the

~
I
in DU
They both

how. when 1 run Digk Utilities,
have the choice 0 the options
or the options ip Di.
load just fine,

But there are sSome
consequences! There's the problem o+

copying. I+ vou try to copy a
sector-sharing disk by +file, the
duplicate will unshare them. Also,

You  may get an out of Space error.
So to copy such a disk, you should
use a sector copier. Then there's
the prablem of what happens i+f you
want to copy the sector-sharing
files, but not the whole disk. I+
YOU can't do a direct ctopy, sector x
to sector x, I would recommend that
you find a way to sector copy the
whole disk and delete the files vyou
didn’t want. op You could copy only
one of them and start the operation
over again on the new disk.

S0 to make a copy of this 95
sector program, it took only 4
additional sectors; 3 for each new
header sector, and 1 for the
modified sactor. ,Shorter +files
would need even fewer additional
sectors. I could g0 on and make

another version of this program, but
I think I'm happy with just two.

I wonder i$
files I can do this

I have any other
tﬂn.-
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THE INFORMRTION PREBE

IN YOUR NEWSLETTER THIS MONTH

Random Bytes B. Carmany
In the News - a round-up of Tl happenings B. Woods
ARCHIVER III v3.82 Sydney UG
Pale Position - a review . Bradley
RD2908, QED plus Funnelweb A. Lawrence
Module Maintenance EAR UG

Impact 99 J. Sughrue
Bits n Pieces J. Wright
FORTH Toolbox B. Carmany
My Favourite Games L. Lawrence
Adventurers Corner R. ©Gainsford
Sector Sharing Central Ohio UG

COMINS EVENTS
Next Committee Mesting! Tuesday 7th March, 1789
General Meeting! Tuesday i14th March, 1989
4+ ALL MEETINGS AT WARNERS BAY HIGH SCHOOL #%

AGENDA FOR MARCH MEETING
Console Fault Finding Demonstration

CLASSES AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS
XB Learners Group Tuesday 21st February 7.948pm Warners Bay High.
Tuesday 21ist March 7.280pm

ANNUAL. SURSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptiona to the Group caover the period 1 July ta 3¢ June
follawing year. MHembership engquiries are welcomej please address
all enquiries to the Secretary.

The annual subscription is:
Augtralian Residents...$23
Overseas Residents.,...$45 (airmail)

Back issues of our Newsletter are available for 81 plus postage




