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THE E-TOWN 99°ER IS A JOINT FUBLICATION OF THE K-TOWN 99/44 USERS
GROUF AND THE ATHENS COMFUTER CLUB. EACH ARE NON PROFIT ORGANIZATIDNS.
ORGANIZED FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF GATHERING AND DISSEMINATING
INFORMATION FERTINENT TO THE USE AND OFERATION OF THE TEXAS INSTRUMENTS®
Ti-99/4A HOME COMPUTER. WE ARE IN NO WAY AFFILIATED WITH TEXAS
INSTRUMENTS OFR ANY OTHER COMMERCIAL ORGANMIZATION. e :
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The K—-Town 9%7er is published are not necesarily the views of
monthly for the benefit of the the E-Town Users Group. Any
K—Town F9/4A Uzers Group article, unless stated otherwise,
membership specifically and the 11 may be copied by Oother users
Community in general. The groups and published in their
Articles in this mewsletter ta the newsletter providing credit is
best of our knowledge are factual given to the author and the E-Town
but neverless the views expressed FPer.

are the views of the author and

K—FTOMN JTL Y MEETING

The kK-TOWN 29/4A Users Group these programs will e Dennis®s
will meet at the home of secret until he reveals them at
E. M. Smith. We will continue to the meeting. Looks as if we will
megt an  the second Thursday of just have to be present at the
each month at 7:00 PM, JULY <th July meeting in order to learn
is our next meeting date. Our what goodies Dennis has brought
newest member, Dennis mackey will with him from the library of the
favor us with one or more Florida Users Group of which he
demonstrations of some of his was a member while living in
favorite programs. The nature of Florida.

DirEZ /5 MEMBERSHITRS

Membership in the H—Toawn the rate aof ONE dollar per month
/44 Users Group ig open to any if lesz than a full vyear, except
awner ‘or user of the TI-99/44 Home for the last three months of our
Computer. Dues are TEN DOLLARS fiscal year. There iz a minimum
par year and subject to ouw fiscal fee of five dollars. Memberships
vear which begins April 1 and ends are not prorated for current or
March 31 of each year. Dues are former members. We welcome
clasified as family memberships. vigitors.

New memberships are prorated at
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See the minutes froa our trusty Secretary to see what
went on at the June meeting. Dur newest sember, Dennis
Mackey, was out of town but he promises to be with us for
July and bring some interesting things with him,

Speaking of relatively new seabers: where is Jis Hc

possible that Bob and/or Paul could put together abaut an
hour’s worth of the tapes that were made there? We hear
that the quality is good. Such a sampling might wmake
availahle the flavor of the occasion and make a good
prograa at soae future meeting,

Neillie? We would like to see your sailing face again'! You
paid your dues and we would like to see you get your I will see you all oa July 9 at 7:00 at 3506 Garden
aoney’s worth, drive!

Sharing a trip to a meeting like the one at Lisa is

not easy. Show and tell will only go just so far. Is it John H. Bull

A FAST FINISH

Our adventure with programming the calculation and display of sets

of six numbers for the Kentucky lottery came +o a blazing conclusion
last weelk,
Art Gibson and I have been working on the program, passing disks

back and forth, talking on the phone. The speed sailed upward to the
range of 40K sets per minute. I spent two evenings working out a way to
combine the routines for calculating the sets and for putting them into
a string for display. Finally, I got it to work! Only 23 lines of
source code instead of 495 and a new speed of 43K per minute! I was
pleased with myself.

In the next mail was a disk from Art., His "LOTTOH" now runs at
76k+! Art, you win! I say “uncle®! I did try putting my new routine into
his program but it szlowed it down to 73K.

The numbers are not only too fast to read but

-

tfiey - are a oiury

Even a quick hand cannct halt it to catch any perticular set and vyou
have to be fast to catch even a single screen.

The word is that there are levels of computer languages: high

level, like Extended Basic that are very convenient but very slaow. Far
each program statement the computer has to do many things with the bits
before it produces the results. That takes a while - in this case 240
sets per minute. .

On the other hand, there are low level languages like Assembly,
that work much closer to the machine bhits. They are more complicated ko
write but are much faster ~ 43,000 sets per minute, in this case.

In his program Art got about as low-down as you can get. Using the
assembler, he devised a super low-level language of his own. The source
code sometimes looks strange - thirty two uninterrupted, identical lines
of MOVE ¥RO+,%R15 for instance - but it works beautifully and displays
746,802 ssts per minute. I can’t explain it, but there it is.

It was tun but it is over! The white flag is up. I surrender!

John H. Bull

CHRITERBOX —¥VUY

BY ETE BUOEHLER

Flease be reminded that Chatter Box im non specitic. It may be on
varied subjects. Best if it concerns the TI-994/A. Next best if it
concarne related periferals, computing, word processing. Next to next
bast if it is just plain everyday interesting to most folk generally.
Least best if it is of interest mostly to me, and enough 0 to kesp me

writing this stuff month after month., There, you have the rules of
Chatter Box!
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So, now, if you want to do something about itz
Encouraged.
already!

invited, herewith: Requested,
Fleaded. Begged, on bended knee,
continue as befores!!

FROM CARBON PAPER T WORD PROCESEING

Well do [ remeaber first seeing/hearing the crazy
phrase *WORD PROCESSING.® What a joke! Heck, from TVA's
beginning there was the "Typing Pocl." That’s where you
took your hand drafted stuff to have it typed, A letter.
A study report. Even a technical paper to subsit for
publication. Or maybe an article from a technical book or
sagazine you wished to file for reference in future tasks.
Every engineer bullt a cherished reference file to help
hia do a good ;ob better,

Soae typists could whack cut page after page without
sistakes, and fast! Unbelievable! And a good typist could
correct mistakes so they could scarcely be detected, and |
mean using a typewriter eraseer. This was a thin round
disk of rather gritty rubber, thin ensugh to resove a
single letter fros betwea two neighbors. The paper would
be ralled forward enough clicks to locate the error on the
platten, thus to support erasure. After erasing the
cruabs of rubber, ink, and paper were brushed awgy with
the bristle brush on the handle of the eraser. Then the
paper was clicked back and the correction typed in. it
#ds tricky enough to do on a single sheet. fultiple
carbon copies were no end trickyer’

These were the “Larbon Copy™ days. (Make that DAZE.)
Even a letter needed a carbon copy for it’s auther,
an inforsation rarbon copy for his Boss, his Boss, tao,
and on up to the General Manager and Chairman of the Board
in some isportaat cases,

Now hear this! Carbon copies aint for Blssies!!!

And the more the carbon copies the more bitter the
sizery.! In fact, so bad I just plain don't want to write
about it!

Along case the copisr.

find XERDX was the leader. In fact JXerox became an
acronya for 'copy.’ It was so effective that I knew enough
right aff to buy Xerox stock. It couldn’t aiss.  Only
trouble, I didn’t have the soney and I Jacked the guts to
borrow ta buy. The lerax pratty much did away with carbon
copies and it’s aizeries. It even led to copy abuse -
sore than fast filing files could hold, and regulations
banning unneeded copies!

Typing errors too becase trivial probiess.  Rigbon
inks were developed the print of which could be “lifted
tlean” by an auxiliary, onboard ribbon so that correct
typing could be substituted.

Fast following, typing, could be inspected on a
screen and corrections could be made BEFORE printing.

Word Processing had arrived
And no longer do [ think of this as a crazy phrase!
No sir! Without it I'd be in big trouble. [I’a still
fascinsted with the computer for it’s mathesatical

cantributions are

Solicited. Entreated.
Otherwise, it°s going to

capahilities, but Word Processing is right in there ip
importance.

My cherished electric typewriter served se sighty
well in ay most active consulting years after TVA
retirement, but is now so buried under “stuff* that it
sees service once per year, to type ey income tax foras.

NEXT NORRY AND 17*S REMEDY.
Happiness with my Word Processor using ay STAR BEMINI

10X printer has been plagued with worry. How can this
marvelous, complicated printer device keep GOING, AND
GOING, AND GDING like the little ENERGIZER Bunny beating a
little drum invading unrelated coxmercials and other stuff
on the TV screens? Just cause sy printer is still going
dossn’t stop worry, but ay san’s keen eye in Chattanooga
gid the trick. The newspaper advertized a little-used
GEMINI 10X for 840! So now I have a safty facter, In fact
I’s using it now. Happy, happy.

SREEN THUMB
This I don’t have; yet sy lawn looks better this year
than usual despite Iess than usual effort.  Favorable
weather was a big factor. Hose-end spraying of am
assorted bunch of fertilizers did the rest. The

. assortasent had resulted fros bargain shopping in a variety

of places, like Big Lots. Some was in granular form but
sost was in liguid fors. The spraying began when sose of
the granutar leaked and ate a hale in the storage sheld;
to stop further damage 1 sprayed it on the lawn where it
helonged. The reult was so favorable that ['ve been
spaying oi the bunch sore to get them out of the WAY as
such an anything., In fact, now 1'w aiming to get sore of
the granular stuff, but in a good container that wont
Ieak. The sprayer I like auch the best loads with the dry
grains and mixes and dilutes with water as it sprays.
MIRACLE GRON is one, and K-Mart has Super 6RD which is as
qood or better. [’ve learned a bunch about easy lawn care
this season. Hope it helps vou too.

A NO CHERRY YEAR!

Following removal of about five trees last year foak,
saple, and hickory), those left were fertilized by the
tree man, With a huge electric drill that I could’t begin
to lift, he bored about two inch holes a foot and one-half
deep at about six locations on the drip line ringing each
tree and poured in a pint of granular fertilizer. It sure
helped, especially the twa cherry trees, but spring
weather nipped the blossoms, leaving onmly 11 sickly
fruits, That wont stop me from publishing a sort of
cherry cake with cherry-kirsh sauce recipe some nonth
soon; because it is s000000 super, and I'm the only guy
around who knows the recipe! (] have 2 few quarts of sweet
red and alsa Royal Ann cherries frozen fros better years.)
A= a bonus, 1’1l intlude a recipe for chery freeezer jas,
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but D’ve first gotta’ get it from a neighber who picked sy
cherries last year when sy family doctor prescibed no more
ladders for this old impatient patient. I was counting on
that sase neighbor again this year, and he was hoping to
pick too, until the spring freezse changed gur plams,

This would be @ natural place to begin my usual
recipe tapic. Persistent unhappy World news, however,
demands interupticn of good food thoughts for a brief
Editorial about my dissapointaents in husanity generally.

EDITORIAL: THE BANGKOK EXAMPLE

I'n disappointed to the state of near gisgust with
husanity. There is disorder everywhere, [’ve picked
Bangkok as an example becuase 1 was there some years back
when it was such a happy place! Now there is killing in
the streets. The same streets that 1 walked so
pleasantly. Pleasantly because however involved were the
traffic jams, folks walking alongside wsore such happy
faces. The facial expression was cbvious, Otherwise 1
aight not have noticed because I was so busy also looking
at gess, jewelry, electronics and other good stuff in shop
windows, Bangkok is in Thailand. 1I’m not about to
research this again here now, but wmemory says that
Thailand means HappyLand. I could believe it in part
because these were the “prettisst® people I'd  seen
anywhere! But now they are killing each oither.  “Sure,”
you say, "What would you expect from a Pagan Monarchy™
*Mell," one could answer, *So how about Christian,
Democratic Los Angles and other US trouble spots.” !
learned enough in Thailand to believe that Buddhisa and
Christian heliefs are
essentials. [t's not politics and/or religion to blase,
It's Humanity too often that is bad, bad, bad!

RECIPES
One seaber says he "gets a kick® out of ay recipes.
I think he smeant that favorably. He did continue on to
ask why I don’t bring samples to the meetings, like peanut

(1]
[1]

MINUTES OF JuURNE 11,

Six again was the'iagit nusber, New aesber Dennis
Mackey had to be in Florida on business and Joe Simmons
didn't make it from Etowah,

BUSINESS == was 3 single but vital item: Mhat to do
with pur ayriad of exchange Newsletters? Their inherent
value is ENORMOUS. They are the product of hundreds of
gaod minds, some in the genius category. Yet none of us
K-Towners can store the 7 boxes or use the letters
effectively.

So there was a motion to destroy. During discussion
a postponement sesmed wise. So a motion ta table until
next sonth was passed. On further reflection I, the Secy,
thought the exchange newslettters might be offered to any
person or group willing to pay shipping cost.  After
talking to other officers, a notice in this Newsletter
will announce availability and terams.

in agreesent in ispertaat

butter cookies. bGaolly, §f 1 could fe sure that Joe
Sissons would be there | might do just that. But it would
be hard to bring sasples of home-made Chili Sauce, which
is the recipe for this month from ay Mon’s kitchen of
years agn. There should be plenty of good tosatoes about
now!

Home-sade Chili Sauce
3b nice size tomatoes, scalded and peeled

i HOT pepper 4 Large onians, cut coarsely
4 Cups vinegar | Whole cinnason stirk
4 Thls salt 4 Tbls sugar

1 This whole cloves

Tie pepper, tloves, and cinnamen in cloth bag. Chop
tosatoes and drain, to reduce boil time, but save
drainings, Cosbine all of the above which will about 3/4
fiil a 10 quart kettle, Bpil slowly to about one-half
valume. It will take % to & hours. Can in sterilized
jars and seal. HMakes about 9 pints, but 1 always use
half/pints 50 as to give to sore people and still have
some left. I like it best on cold roast beef. Season Lhe
drainings for fresh tosatoe juice. The kitchen aroma will
NEVER be forgotten.

HERE'E TO YU!
Doubt no longer. Bmoking is 2 leading cause of
statistics
It’s not a aatter of life and death,
important than that,

Drugs injected into rats produce scisntific reports.

It's more

Dac Seith*s-clinical rele: What-vou don't take womt—————

hurt you! :

Bacrat of good health: eat a raw onion each day.
Then try keeping the mecrst,

Horse sense is mostly the ability to say NAY!
BB - 5/27/%2 8till trying to stay ahead.

199

THE PROGRAM == was sosewhat disjointed and such of it
aver ay head, Of early interest John Bull read an article
he wrote about the lottery progras that he proposes to
send to MICROpendium for publication, It begins, "Gn a
dark and stormy night, after adjournment to Mclonalds...®
I think it’11 be accepted. Incidentally, Jobn and Art
Gibson now have the program running at lightening speed.

Everybody present except I had gone to the M6
conference at LIMA, so they saw no reason to repert on
same. And I was such looking forward to that. There was
some literature brought back but no one had anything to
say about the Accelerator, Memex memory, or a hard dsk
cantroller, and no interest in aquiring any of it.  And
here 1 sit with birthday soney already to order s gondie!
Oh well, i quess I better stay satisfied with ay Horizon
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Ram and P Gras card, Well maybe upgrading to P Grast,
Much further discussion concerned using  sodews,
beginniag with the practicality of sending our newletter
that way to Rughy for printing. And  newsletter
contributions just across tosn and from Etowah, The
logistics are far over my head so far, but I°d like tn get
interested, €M already has pertinent instructions for
sodes comsunication stuck to his PE box and printed copies
tor a couple others who were present and knamledgeabla.

meg . ey WY .

ToWgy -

Ajournment again mas to Mcbonalds, but [ couldn’t go

because, instead [ could take am ailing VER to &
convenient "work at night® repair place.
else will leak any important happening.

Maybe someone

By the way: A new ribbon fized the printing ills, as

is obvious fros the June MNewsletter. #nd wasn’t it
angther dandy with its good graphics. Hope 1 can learn
how soae day.

BB, Secy, Treas.

gy . gy _

WHY ME SO OFTEN!

By E.M.

I know you have heard more
than once the expression: "Misery
Loves Company". If that is your
present mood just pull up a chair
and lend me your ear this story is
designed to comfort you. I am
certain that the gremilins have me
targeted. Anytime [ think that
now is a good time to tackle some
of those tasks which have been set
aside in the interest of doing
something less chalenging I +ind
the gremlins lurking at EVErYy
turn.,

decided
letter

This past weekend I
to tackle the writing of a
which I really didn’t want to
write in the first place. But
darn it, 1 just couldn’®t postpone
it any longer. This wont take
long anyway, I thought. Well,
typing the letter didn’t take more
than four hours I would guess. I
somatime put an awful 1ot of
thought into my letters so I dan’t
actually do all that much typing.
Abaut three pages plus the
signature line sitting at the top
of the fourth page all by itsel+f.

I scan the letter in guestion
looking for a spot that 1 epuld
absort that one line but I was
left with no choice but to change
the margins or the page length and

force more text onto the fourth
rpage just for appearance. That
should be no problem w0 1 chose
just to change the margins. 1 was

using Art Gibson'a Newsletter
Program Editor and changing the
page length is a bit cumberson.
It can be done with the »,BF <
COMMAND but I decided it would be

Smith

more simple to use FUNNELWEE word
processing in favor of expediency.
It was no sweat to alter the
FORMAT COMMANDS and now I would
have the option of changing the
page length and/or margins.

With the new commands in
Place in the text file I powered
up a printer and set back in my
new Lazy Boy Executive chair to
wait Ffor the finished product.
O0OF3! Something has gone askew.
As prescribed in the format
commands the printer formfeeds
after” Ffifty=five lines and
proceeds to printing the next page
but after printing just five lines
it form feeds again. It is very
obvious that previcus Form Feed
did not negate the printer
defaults to form Ffeed at sixty
lines, I had experienced this
problem before while using some
other programs and was able to
embad printer commands in the
program to squelch the form feed,
but never in a TI-Writer type
file.

My printer was
an eprom that afforded me some
print options which were not
origionally there so I was forced
to do some research into the print
codes. The index directed me to
much about turning on or off the
form feed with internal dip
switches but little about the use
of software control. After some
hours of experimenting I Finally
solved that problem but now I
encountered another problem which
I detected in the Ffirst printing

vpdated with
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effort and failed to mention
earlier — EVERY "d" in the teuxt
file was replaced with a blank
space.

I made strategic calls to two
old reliables and concluded that I
had more software problems. I
pulled out an older version of
FUNNELWER and on trial it printed
out properly so I now knew that I
had a contaminated format file on
my tam disk but which version was
it and 1 guestioned that my
back-up disk to my ram disk might
also be contaminated. L.uckily,
the backup Was good S0 I

becameconcerned
my basement.

riging so fast 1

that it might +lood
Thank the Lord, it stopped before
it reached that level. Another
twelve inches 1n depth would have
entered the basement. Though the
basement was spared the vyard was
left with scattered quanities of
debris which reguired prompt
removal so as to not damage the
lawnmower when the vard was mowed.
I mentioned that the basement was

spared but the storm revealed a
roof leak over a rear bedroom.
This is a new roof-1991 vintage
and the roofer has been back but

he is still looking. Looking for

wnprotected the ramdisk file and the next rain s he can look
copied the back-up format file to again.
the ramdisk top end this adventure.
The letter which I started oan Are you feeling better now?
Friday was finally ready to drop Well this little tid-bit should
in the mail Sunday atterncon and put you on a real "“High". This
of course there is no Sunday past weskend also revealed that
pick-up, TERMITEEB have infested the walls
of E front hedraom. The
During the course of time exterminators will be here Friday
required to publish that letter we to tap my bank account while
encountered a cloudburst which ridding my house of that menance.
turned the storm sewer through by So yvou think youw’ve got troubles?
vard i1nto a raging river that was CHEER-~LF, - SR e e

POTLOURNY
BEY EILL SHERILWSHMN

POTFOURRI - A medley or miscellany; mixture.
going to get this month -~ articles from three

That is what you are
different newsletters

about three different subjects.

This first article is froa the May issue of HORDPLAY,
a newsletter by the Portland, Oregon UG,

Here is a real time saver for people who use the TI
WRITER FORMATTER of FUNNELNEB v. 4,31, It is super for
peaple {like ae} who are intisidated by long file names or
cannot resesber if the file was nased 0OCS, -RERD-NE or
SREADMER,

Mhile in FORMATTER, do a disk directory (FCTN 7).
Arroms down to the file you want. Press the space bar,
which puts an INVISIBLE mark on the file. Press CTRL= to
return to the FORMATTER, Then press FCTN § [RIGHT ARRON)
to place the new file nase in the FORMATTER mail ko,
This saves the tise of repeatedly loading the EDITOR, SHOW
DIRECTORY and FORMATTER ;ust to eark files. (NOTEr - This
worked on my Funnelweb on floppy disk but for some reasen
it wouldn’t work on sy Horizon Ramdisk, They are both v.
4.31.)

The following article is from the April issue of

99°#r Naws by the TI U6 of WILL COUNTY of Romeoville, IL.
The article was writtea by Charles Good of the Lima Dhia
ue.

W¥HY DBKU REFUSES YO BODT FW

BSKU v, 4.2 was distributed by the Lima User Group
with Fuanelweb v, 4,40 and earler Funnelweb v, 4.3l
There is an item on the main OSKU menu that says “Load
Fi*. It usually doesn’t work, The reason is that DSKE
searches the drive you specify for a file named UTILI
which is what the main Funnelweb file used to be called.
The aain Funnelweh file ic now called FW.

It is easy to modify DSKU to boot file FK every tise
you ask DEKU to "Lead FW". Here's how. Use Fuanelweb’s
BISK REVIEW or other sector sditor to search the third
DSKU ¢ile named either DK or DSKK for the ASCID text
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"UHLi". . Change the UTILI to "FW" and put blank spaces changes back to disk (CTRL W ang then CTRL A if you are
over the ILl. Then change the screen display to Hex (CTRL using DISK REVIEN}. This change shortens the length of
H if you are using DISK REVIEN) and move the cursor o the the text the cosputer expects to find since DSKL.F¥ is
loft to the first appearance of *O0A*. This is at byte DD shorter then DSKL.UTILI. DSKU will now properly boot
in my file DN, Change the 0A to 07 and write these Funneiweb when you select “Load FR* from DSKWs main senu.

This last article (for fun} was seen in the May issua newsletter
from the SeuthWest Ninety-«Niners UG of Tucon, AZ. It was copied from
HOCUS 99 2/92 newsletter.

HOW 7O KNOW YOU ARE GETTING OLDER

Everything hurts, and what doesn’t hurt, doesn®t work...
The gleam in your eye is from the sun hitting vour bifocals...
A dripping faucet causes an uncontrollable bladder urge...

Yauria

Little black book contains only names ending in M.D....
Children begin to look middle aged...

Kness buckie, but your belt won™+t...

Back goes out more than you do...

Yous

Feel like the night before, and you haven’t been anpywhere...

Get winded playving cards...

Join a health club, and don’t go...

Laok forward to a dull evening...

Need glasses tp find your glasses...

Turn out the light for ecnnnmic, rather then romantic reasons...

it in & rocking chair, and can’t get it going...

Have too much room in the house, but not enough in the medltzne chest.

8ink your teeth in a steak, and they stay there...

Ar-es worndaricmg why more people dnr--nr1' +=
uming this sire primt?. ..

A MYRIAD OF EXCHANGE NEWS LETTERST?

|l
oy
b

FREE!! FOR SALE FREE! !

Their inherent value is ENORMDUS. They are the product of hundrads
of gopd mindes, some in the genius category., Yet none of us K-TOWNers
can store the 7 boxes or use them sffactively. But they are too good to
dastroy.

ESEQQO000O00000O0O0I0

These treasures will be sent to the first person or group that will
pay their shipping costs. Telwphons Bill Sheridan, our librarian, at
(615)970-3647 for mors infarmation, and to STAKE YOUR CLAIM.

OFFER OFEN THROUGH SEFT reo2
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CELEBRATE FREEDOM EVERY DAvY!
CELEBRATE AMERICA JULY J4TH!



