HEWZLETTER OF THE H-TOMM 2340 UIERT SROUE
AND THE ATHEMS COMPUTER L HEG
MARCH 15993
THE F-=TOWKN #9°ER I8 & JODINT PURBLICATION OF THE E-TOWN 29744 USERS
GROWF AMND THE ATHERMNS COMPUTER CLUB. EACH ARE NOM FROFIT CEGAMITATIONS.
OroANMIZED For THE =1 FURFOSE  OF GHTHERIMNG ARl DISSEMINATING
IMFCGREMATION FERTINENT TO THE USE AMD ORERATION OF THE TEYAS INSTRUMEMTS
TI-99/7468 HOME  COMPLUTER. WE ARE  IM  ND  WAY AFFILIATED WITH TEXAS
TRETRUMERNTS OF arlY OTHER COMMERCIAL ORGAMIZATION.
Pt L L T
The E-~-Town P%er is published are not necezarily the viszws of
manthly forr  the benefit of the the F-Town Users Group. fny
K —Town SH AR Users Group article, unless stated otherwise,
memnbarshin zpecificzally and the TI may B2  copied by ather LSSrs
Community in gerneral . The groups  and publiished in their
Articles in this mewszletter to the newsletter providing oredit is
be=t af ouw knowledge ar= factaal given To fhe author and the HE-iown
but neverleszs the views suprossed Poar.,
arg the viesws of the autbor and
ST TSN MO M E T IMNG MTFAS; S
THE MARCH MEETINMG OF THE til1 matmes] comkies with rEsifs.
F-TOWN 9% /740 USERS GROUF  WILL BE Foy  Edwards, a Frisnd and
AT THE  HDOME OF F.M. SMITH. former coworker of Bill  3heridan
FLEASE NOTE  THIZ CHANGE IN  OUR befors retirement from TVYA, will
MEETIME PLACE AGAIN,. I HMOW  THIES demonstrate his lap_top computer,
IS A TOUGH CHOICE AFTER  REINGS The time is 7:00 gm. The day is
TREATED BY EILL AMD EITTY WITH the sscond Thursday of March 1ith.
TAETY MORSEZLTS AND DRINKS. If  wou Yau might lonk: 10 the Fresident’™s
wWant to feazt at EM 'z home  vou Forum for more information  and
will have to bring o T other itemsz on the agenda for  the
treats. My Favorite  trsat i= e eErilrig .
A S I T L S Sl T
Membarzhip in the Fo=T onwr the rate of CRHE dollar per  month
A4 Users Group i1z open  to  any 1f leszz tham a full  vear, eucept
owner or user of the TI-2%/48 Home for the last five months of owur
Computar, Duzs  are TEM DOLLARS fiscal wvaar. There iz 2 @minimum
per vyaar ang subsect to o fi=cal fes of five dollars. Membership=
year which begins April 1 and ends are not pra-ated  for curirent  or
March Z1 of ssch vear. Dues  ars former meEmDer=., We welcomne
clasified as Tamily memberships. Visitors,
New memberships are prorated  at
RPRRLRPRPRIURPRPRPRIRK
3 i I B L
E ¥ E ] Ll | % . oA Ry f % L]
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l.ast month was the firzt time
in zeveral vears that yours  truly
Moz mizsed a meeting of the ¥7 Town

QG B A pretty fair case of the
influenca was responsikle but it
dign™t la=t long. The word is
that I missed oul on a good
mesting. Sorry! 1711 try neot to

di it again.

April iz coming s=gon and the
time iz coming fory 1 - dues., and
L2 =~ elextion of officers. I
sugygest that we have nomirations
in March for electiocons in April.

Also, 1E is not tcc 2arly Lo

pﬂl‘uur"nﬂ"

Commmancing with the March 92
lsmsue of  VABT NEWS, the esditor
Wwill be publishing the first of a

B BILL

zftart planning & trip Lo the Lima
Falr. It will be on Friday and
Saturday, FMay 14 and 15,

The program this month will
be a demo by a friend of Bill
Zheridan®s who has a8 new laptaop.
I= there any =imple WAy to
transfar text files to it from our
TI through a modem cable®

I will s=ee W OLl all on
Thursday, March 11, at 7:00FM at
E.M. Smith s placge. IT506 Dbarden
Drive in Founitain City. Mo th
this time, not South.

John H. Bull

POT PO oa

SHER Ik

cotfee break!
A TIF: If copying or shtering
a program and you {find  that vou

series of 2 I 1o articles have entered & program line with
zntitled HTI-101 OuUR 4A the wong linge numper. then do the
UNIVERZITY", wriltten by JACK following: Enter the incorrect
EUGHRUE {author of PLUS!). Yol line number: presse FCTN X; press
will be thes student and Jacik fhe ENTER, thern FCTN 8. The curzor
tearhar. The articles will be will be on the line riamber .
tnformative. furmny, and directed Chamnge it to suit, then prass
Toward the uzers of the TI-®% 40 ENTER. The original line i=
Ee sure to make an effort ta read unchanged, and vyou Now have a new
them. identical line. Delets the old
line. Youw  Tan also use this
Suggestion: Don't get & iob methcd when gntering several lines
alb & ftes AFactory. dre of  the that may be =zimilar zuch as CALL
drawbacks iz that vou nevsr get  a CHER (X, XYy ..., ete.
As opromised in bthe last newsletter, B Are Ihe.eoeenes
GILIE Z ARSWERS
1. &6 = L., of the 4. Ltetters of ithe Alphabet
2., 7 = W, of the A.W. Wonder= of the Ancisnt World
Sao 1001 o= 40N, Arabian  Mights
4. 12 = 5. of the Z. Signs oi  the  Todiac
3. %4 = S, in the D, including the Lards in the Dect including
the SGkErE
e B o= L odin ouwr S5, lanets in our Snlar Sveten
.88 = FUE. Fiang HEevs
S.e 1T = 8. wun Lhe AJF. SECipes mn the ML can Fiag
Z. IZ ="D. at which W.F. Degress at whiich Water Froeze
1G, 18 = H. on a 6.0, Hole= on s  GEold Courss
11. &0 = D, im a R.A. Leogreos ;; a  [might Angle
E-TOWN 99'ER - PABE 2



12, Z00 = 0 for F.ob. i Ma
iZ. 2 = Z. onoa S.5.

14, 2 = D.M. (S.H., T .FR2

i 4 = 0. i & i3,

14 21 = Ho in a 0.

17, 1 = L. o oa il

8. 5 = 0. im a 7.0,

1%. 57 M.V,

20, 11 = F. on o a F.T.

wls 102 = W, that a P, 135 W
. 29 =D, in F., in o a L.Y.
ane &4 = 5. onoa L.

24. 40 = D, and N. of the G.F.

]

Dollars *or Fassing Lo in
Monoool v
Sidez grn.os_ Shkop  Sian

Blimnd Mice(3ce How Thay L S
Wuarts ip & bhallon

Howrs in &  Dayv

Whesl on a
Digites inm a Zip
Heinz Yariaty
Flaverz on a Football
Words that a Pichure i =
Davs in February in  a isoap
‘\je;‘,.. .
Sguares a0 a  Chezshoara

Pays and Mightzs of the Global
Flaood

FlL.EASE HEAR WITH ME.

i fi

The tollowing

jLs i
of 1n's inharant cagabiiitw; the wonders of 1tz
= tributor=: the wonders of

it’s hardwars bhullder= and dis

viith theicr gene-ous EVChangEﬂ nat lunwide and

a2 my fascinatiion for TI-9%9/7

%

ot D
j N

The wondesrs
auvthorsz and
TEoUser groups
Lheir good

—

0T twa

£
e

teyond,

budd: ss who oan heip me pragram and fix programs that I cam™t f1:. And

te think that I%ve lived to jbserve,
contribots Fragmemtg to this mamni#icamt techrnology.
juzt as true as
makezs btotter

almost bevond belief. vat, 1? =
ii1ving, and what sver is lefht TI

aver Lo
It's & ble=sing
right and day, and
ing old ags worth living!

o study, te  apply, and

ANCIEMT HIBTORY

I've toid it bhefore, but quite awhile back. So here
it iz again. Stop ae if you think you can' Besides, it
zay be scae different thiz time,

The Baginning -~- [ was cne of twe lucky TVA quys to
be sent to programsing school in the Corps of Engineers
office in Dincinnati about aid '50°s. 1 had visions ef a
aig room with thin copper wires strung hither and yon aover
puileys and casas and such. (Likely sparsed By vague
gesory of 3 picture of the ENIAC of 1944 birth.? In TVA we
were doing hydraulic cogpatations By slide rule  or
mechanical calculator if greater accuracy was needed. Now
we wouid learn about faster high accuracy.

The Burroughs E=101--- It turned out to be desk size
with ar electric typewriter top center to key in data and
aut-put anzwers. Right of that was a PES BOARD, if vyou
car believe. Steel ginz inserted in the holes would
cogplete electric circuitry in prograsped fashipn.  Faper
teaplats were used tc rubber stamp with a pencil eraszer
the proper pin arrangement ic add, subtract, sultiply, and
divided, and that’z all that sucker would do! Such a
template would be positioned over the peg board toc quide
insertion 3t pins. Froolish it was but FAST fnr thace
nays.

Away Wa Go! --- Largely for fun 1  programmed
computation of water surface flood profilez in rivers and
reservoirs, It was a lucky accident of tining, Our TWA
unit got "stuck® with an ispussible work schedule. The
E-10t in fincinnatl to the rescue! Three of us would fly
te fincinnati, enter the Corps office at i%"s guiting
timey run E-1¢1 all night, sleep next day, work next
night, sleep, work again and ther fly back., About twe
more such jaunts and we got the impassible job dene with
mich satisfactiont AMD I7VE BEEM *HOOKED' EYER ZINCE.

Aiong Cams the LBP-I0 --- with a rotating drua RAM of
8000 spaces for data and/or stored instructions which were
written in "sathine Language.” You guessed' Flood profiles
sere an early prograeeing job, this tisme with interested
help from an associate. That Good 917 LBF-30 waz & werk
horse in Knoxville for lots of happy years, BUT:

Bigger Is Better--- TV& buresucracy decreed that the
LEF-30 would be allowed in our Knosville office oniy as a
tool to stisulate computing work for TVA's huge IBH 704
CENTRAL CONPUTING SERVICE in Chatianooga, S5 I progansed

in FORTRAN 1 ay favorite ;ob, now such evpandsd for the
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IBN mechilue. i1 wask'l work. 1L wa:  just plaiv fun,
aostly done nights and weskands.

That grogram was gistributed widelv to ciher Federal
Ageacies amd privaie consuiting firms, Frageesis remain
still in the rnow industry standard progras of  the
Hydrauiic Engineering Center of the Lorps of Engineers.

INTERIN YEARS

A birthday in 1975 caused autoaatic semility, thus
ending my TVA career and severing all connectisn with
ztored mesory computers. But shirt pecket calculators had
been a’birthing and captured my interest, sven hefore 1975
senility. My first was about $200 and would oaly add,
subtract, aultiply, and divide, but with high accuracy;
and fast. It served well in ‘“moonlight® consulting,
authorized by TVA,

Then came Hewlott Fackard, the first hand held that
would compute exponentials, needed in  water flow
computation. FReughly $500 and using Polish notation with
it’s "stack® princisle. And considered the Cadiliac of
it’s time. But it’s euponcive batteries were good for
only about 2 houre per charge, Still prior to sesility I
tarried it on TVA business trips, learning and using it
aight times in hotel rooms preparing for next  day
meetings. Two hours flew by, and electrie outlets in
notels were inconvenient for battery recharge.

Frobably by wirfue of “chip® techenlogy which 71D
ne¥er  ever understand shirt pocket calculators, even
orograsmatle ones, filled ay post T¥A consuliing needs
beautifully. Clientz didn’t know of my senflity, and I
wasn’t about to tell? And inexpensive batteries last +or
years' [ had all the consuiting work 1 wanted.

THE BIG BANG FOR ME?

Bf coerse; the TI-99/48 that son, Kim, gave me for
1983 Christees. [t brought to se, here at hoge, Ethe
cosputing poker that 1 had enjoyed in TYA, with the
several Smillion IBM 704! Ok ves, I forgot °till aow to
describe that brute, It took the entire first floor of
the 0ld Poctoffice building in Chattanpogs. [t had 2
false figor under which cables connected periferals like
reel-tape-gegory banks, punch card readers, and a massive
printer. It needet tems of air conditioning to keep
vacusn tubes cool and people too whe could eater the Holy
spare only through an air-lock-chamaber tc prevent entry
of untely contaninents, Costly comtinuous eaintenance was
alsa needed,

I had been tctally asut of touch with FPersonal
Lomguter progress, so ! got one whale of 2 surprize. With
ay new “toy,” only a “diary® cassette tape recorder left
over froa travel days, and & “discarded” B%d TV I could
make & gogd showing of the flood profile job of the best

of TYA davs. And 1n ey wee ofiice, and me santenante!
Dnly a F-Box with dsk drives ang a prinier were needed ic
give ge much more power than I'd enjoved at TVA.

80 NOW LISTEN 500D, 1I'M SO LOYALLY PLEASED WITH MY
TI THAT YOU COULDN'Y BIVE ME ANWY OTHER FOR FREE!!

BY THE WAY,

I’a equally facinated with sy GEMINI 10% dot matrix
printer, even though it’s "eld fashicned” now. It's print
controls are as much fun as ¥-Basic programaing!

MOTTOS AND NTHER MORON THINGS

It at  first  you  don't
enbarrassaant,

Anyane who forgat past mistakes, lives alone.

Kinning is nice, but losing is the better teather.

Husband:*! wish vou made pies like my moth#r used to
bake."

Wife:"! wish you mage dough like your father used to
make."

I a gquy could have half his wishes he'd double his
troubles.

Little strokes fell big oaks.

An alcohaiic is one who drinks sore than his goctor,

Vampires sutfer fros fron defficiancy and don’t have
beritol.

succeed, hide vour

RECIPER

I need to sake known that I"e sert of running-cut of
geod triagd anc true reciges, and I’z not about to eupose
you £o 2 recipe that D’ve not tested, or at least tasted
after observing it's preparation by zome cther skilled
toak. That being the case, I may have to laok back and
remind by repetitien some of the really best past ones.
But not just vet, because here comes & goady, [ watched
my Wisconsin sister make this on one of far tne infrenuent
vizits amhile back.

KENTUCKY COLONELS

! Bey confectioners sugar 1 Stick real butter
4 This bourbon Chopped pecans
bot chacolate for dip coating ! tspn paraffin

{rean butter and sugar. Add bourbos and nuts. Ghape
into small balls, placing them on was paper. Refrigerate
30 minutes or more.

Meit chocelste and paratfin,  Dip cold balls inte
wars chocelate and put back on wax paper. & crochet hook
is good tc hold balls while digping, but a small spoon
gight be a help too. Return to reirigeratsr for awhile,
if you can wait,

BE 2/1/93
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This sob iz getting more formidablse by the month! The gating part
r= =imple =nough to report, even 1 D cantt remember all of the goodies
that were offersd., From this introduction vou bncw of course  that  we
mel again at Bill Sheridan’s, whers, as  reporied earlise, hiz wite,
Fitty "loves to cook!" The noodies wers R=pecially comforting besause Lt
wag ancther of thoss "dark and stormy nighits". All *he more remarkable
that Faul from way over in Fugby could make it after +foo  mane mtszes.
And Joe from Etowah amd Act from FRockwood and I "cauze UF haulsd me this
third congecutive time. And Cennis in hiz van had been first o arrive.
S our User Group wazs fully packed, all boat our Fresident Jobs Bull  who
had callgd in sick (but only a litile bit =ick, I learmed nedt o Aa By
phane.?

REFQRE AND AFTER, EBOTH! inepection., Of interszt, e

I mean Lhose gocdises ~ Defdors autTit had  besn under  the 19292
the program and agfter. On arrival Christmas tr=2e with Barv’ s name on
thsre were two kindzs of  cookies it, roughly 28 422t from where we
with coffas ard SomE choice were watohing the demo. Flepal 1y
looking  pink beauties that 3 the Ferfect Fink Rose was not $rom
didn™t  try becauwse I had just cne of halsd a dozen CD that Gare
fimished my turkey sandwich  fram had fo- hRise ROM  device, bt had
home after EM picked me  up, = eviderntly come with the CL POH
prudence promted my temperance outtit, Tt sure wa= an  attention

Ever by program end I =silil fettor!
had remaining prudence despite a T help me remssber, this
couple of =spreads and mestlcaf for outfit con=it=s of & C0 ROM  Deive
gandwiches, and swisz cheesg  and surmeanted by the monitor. in
sSUMmEr Zauzace and ab lsash thres Front of thiz was an IEM bevbosrd.
Finds of bread. And nore coffes, Mext right was a mouse to  acoess
of courza, I notived Joe Simmons flements i Co MEmory e
making hims=lf at homa by helping YwWindow® =" e the moni bar.
himzelf +to something from the Further right WS ar IEM
refrigerator. Actually, I guess compatible Ccomputer. Une D
this was at Eiitvy'=z invitation. I contained ail the Zip CDodss  fogr
fimnally wasz able to snucker up to any address= in U1S5A. Going to the
a slice of swizz cheese and hald a DAK, catalog for reinforcemsnt of
cup of coffaes Eating waz =till concepi, I Jurdne it to be
in progr2ss when BEM and 1 left for zomething like the DAK CD ROM  of
homes. hie time, traffic on Alcoa phone numbers for HO-20% af
Highway waz thick enough 20 we howseholds inm Americs. Geoagraohy
decided on a right twn out to the was another of Gary's CD%s;  and
Motwr Mile for a U-Turn back MESE EpACE pictur=s; and &
Loward Enousville. dictionary—thesawrus. Some place

Therz now, vouw have the EaSY I = s Zoverti =ed i entirs
paitt. Mow  comaz  my unceriain. Farmar's 4l monadc [T & CD.
charnoy acgount of i Evitentally muech CD ROM stuid i &

€D ROM DEMONSTRATION gobs  and e aftar Lo oF

Would vou believe a FPerfect informtion of 111 kind=s for ®sasy
Fink Roze Bloszsom az big &= the GHITCKE acoess=. I'm &  wondering whoe
videEs maniitorT There it was from puts it all imbto digital Form with
the time we arrived urtil the demo Eevboard sntry. o !
began. I+ H:ﬂ been planted thers H r“m;mbﬁr =T own
by  Gary Lng. th=
active duty tregl ntain
Gusrd who =t “#mrkhﬂn
and i MiE with
LAga bhid pad e
4y b

BT QWM
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oroba J Hal
'r whi o

RS R

zoyme st

in a heli e & fairly low
aliitude, animation. Freza
wowd, sharp photography Fam o it
had & game at m@mbers Wi

And more that I
can’t remnsmnber. The DISK e
pazsed arocund for inzpection  as
though handling would do no harm,
A Tenrg time  latter I azkad the
owrer about 1f, H= =aid he
thowght that ws=s  the way things

TR
WO TS

Mo Tittle computer Ham T he
Timitations. In Extended Basic in
FCumm'md che when you enter SIZE
W 11E MEEDafe:

BYTES OF 3Talk FREE
BYTEE OF FROGRAM SFACE

FREEL

are raeduced &
28 program.

ough  for

A programn

AM . Py

1 but it

memory i
The progeram zpsce 15 =
sEveral hilnd: ed lines f
and that iz a big gragr
COMTRAZT PRIDGE uses it

1| enough.

The STAaZl kol d
variables and arrsvs. string  and
numeric, and 11840 bvites i1z not
all that much i4f there 13 a 1ot of

data. the roaot problam
with of  the lost file
that in the last  two
artic
A= WA haard,

wndertakern to kesep the
MAMSE, trthdays,
children, adorsszss,

far the bBull {amlly.
prolific familw. bt e

ertries the STADE  was
couldr™t take anv more.

caunt Lhare were 181 ot
tu beern themT

F-TOWN 29°"ER
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WRIME goLin

gt wiith
ﬁ'“lm I L’“«Iﬁkl.u

by

; EIF ZE ST
thouoh, that our
adaptable to D
Dood thing too, for m=s. I simzly

couldn™t snduwre the eaphiric pride
for  TI  weven  though T wouldn™t
likely evar buy  oOne. I alreay

lave too muchk to lsarn to use ardd
g0 oy !

BR Z/18/93
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oF DATA

The answer iz that vou keep
them on disk, not in X7B ar-ays.
I+ wvou OFEN the file this wayve

GFEN
#1:FRY, RELATIVE, INTERNAL , UFDATE,
FIXED 150

Then wour
eazh entry withs

IMPLUT #1,REC ne: ID%, ME, BYE,
SFs, CHE, A%, 0I%, FP$

The procgram can  then edit
gach field in  that reco
write it fomic dbo dish withes

FREIMT #1,REC ne 1D®, HE, BYS,

SFe, CHS%, A, CS%, Ps

program  can read

Similar ecommands  mermit wou
to add new reoords, Ting records,

sort the records.  and
the racords.,

print  out

To find a record  vou  GODSUB

Enncl]

oo REZTORE #1, REC i

S10 FOR I=1 T N oo INFPUT
#Hi: 1D

S20 IF IDE=3SCHE THER KMi=1 FF

RETURHM
AT OMERT I e RETURN

spesd ot ACTSER 15

tory for adding or editing
Smarching for  an entry

~ FAGE &



iz =lowsr and sorhing tabes  zome ooz, M Mo progiram beess the
time. Thie spesd =f acoEss wvaluwe of N oom REC O of ths file
improves considerably if vou put and wupdates that number az I add
the data file on oa HEMoLzh., entris=.

Hzing FILEED 150 files, thers This svetem woirks  smoothly
i room for bhe O procgran s and relisbiy ~ I haven ™t  lost an
about &80 records on oa ODSHD disk, entry wvet - and 1t snabies me to
one recocrd per sector. Shortar ke as many resoorods I ne=sd.
Fecords, 128 bytes or less, will Sorting :lju maar-ly 10 minutes
allcw Ltwo or more records per for @0 F&ECFﬁE, But sorting orly
sector and theraby diouble o neagds o be done once in a3 while
triple the capacibty. ax the list grows. The s

should work for any resllsy

The program pesds bo bheep list.

track of the total nunber ot Jomn He  Bull

s

A2, STUMBLINGS

i

w . ) -
ék ,;3 Jioc Bt PRU & R | TRl s
e

JOE MISBES ANOTHER DEADLINE!!

MILDROpa2mrdium

In seeking to neaten up my crowded computer work area the other day
I gathergd.up sbout four yvesrs of MICROpsndium, wrapped them for sate
kaaping, and put tham in the attiz, The process called to mind how vary
impartant and valuable this publication has been to me over the years.
Mow ildwes, tich information, and stimulation meve centinued to came in
merth aftel morth, Jekn Koloen has done a goed job for us amd I wonder
how well the TI community wedld Rave msurvived without his  stesdy,
friaendly afforts.

Resertly Re has raized the guestion whether Re should raise the
subtcription price imn order ta increass the sumber af pages per  L&SBUS.
My rFeeponee is the thought that almest any price is worth it +o  heep
MICROpendium gaimg., Az long &8 they hkeep printing, I wWill ksep an
subscribing angd I will wrge my friends to do the same. Thank you, Jobn
k.., for a good ob.

John H,  Bull

SR - R - - S - A - S - S -
. il - i — e Sl - A o
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OFFEICERS,
Fres:dent -~ JOMRK BLILL
VYeFresident BILL SHERIDAN
Sec/Treazs —~ BOE RUEHLER

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Epuipment - E. M. Smi th &ET -0
Fubiicity — John Bull & 4

MEWSL.ETTER EDRDITOR:
Bill Zheridan PPO=TAAT

Athens Somputas Tlub
Re. %2, Box o008
Etowah, Tennanses, 27151

O4+icersy
Prezident -~ Jos M. Zimmons 2EI-EFET
Sec/Traeas -

Librarian -
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Tt Patrick s Day ik Day oF Sprins
Fir Xl d ST

DALLAS TI HOME COMPUTER ct ub

F.0. ROYX 29843
paLLAS, TX 75227
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