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NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to Gary Storey. - Gary saw
the sd ebout the club in the
Peterborough Examiner. He came to
our September meeting. 1 hope that
Gary joins our group and enjoys the
comradeship of the other members:
&8s much as | have over the yesrs,

I guess that we are first and
foremost a soctal group. What binds
us together is the common interest
in the orphan. Our group is not huge,
but the numbers hsve remsined
stable, This is an interesting
phenomenon when, all around us,
other computer groups are dying.

People like Gary is what cur group
is all sbout. On the 14th of October,
were going to set up our display
again at Lansdowne Place. [ look
forward to meeting with and tslking
to some interesting peopls. Who
knows..we may even get some new
members.

We have been fortunate to get this
facility FOR FREEIN (Believe me, on
our mesger budget, we couldn't
afford it otherwisel) It is a lot of
work setting up and manning the
demonstration all day, but with lots of
club members pitching in, it isn't an
onerous task for any one person.

AND..it's nice meeting those nice
people.

The bad news is that summer is
over, the hours of dgylight are
decreasing, there is a nip in the sir at
night and the newspapers are alresdy
running the ads for Christmas
shopping. The good news is that we
are already gearing up for another
fascinating COMPUTING seeson. (I'm
probsbly the exception..] took my
computer up north with me this past
summer. | even did some work on
it.) '

We have some interesting
COMPRODINE softwere to play
aroundd with this season. Phil
Townsend demoed the PAGE PRO 99
at the last meeting, Phenomenalll

A hearty THANKS is due to the
Peterborough Police Dept. for the use
of the our meeting room, It is
centrally located. There is lots of
parking nearby. And we haven't had
any equipment stolen. Seriously,
thanks, folks, our group sppreciates
your community spirit. -

John Beal
Editor
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PRESIDENT LINDSAY BROWN 705 932 5295
VICE PRESIDENT GLEN DANIRLS 705 742 9869
TREASURER KAREN WILSON 705 742 3087
DISK LIBRARIAN GLEN DANIELS 105 742-9869
TAPE LIBRARIAN JACK ARMSTRONG 705 742 8745
MODULES LIBRARIAN JACK ARMSTRONG 705 742 B745
PRINT LIBRARIAN LINDSAY BROWN 705 932 5295
NEWSLETTER LIBRARIANS KEN/DIANNE POST 7105 654 3597
NEWSLETTER EDITOR JOHN BAAL 705 745 1438
GROUP MARKETING PHIL TOWNSEND 705 745 3757

**tt*t*tiittttttl!l!!ttl*kti*tt**!**ttttti#*tl******tl***tﬂtt**tt*tl‘

Meetings are held on the SECOND Wednesday of each month (Sept. to
June) at the PETERBOROUGH POLICE DEPT. meeting room, located at the
intersection of Water S8t. & McDonnel St. Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.

Membership fees are collected on an annual basis of $18.00 per annum
{individual) or a portion thereof at the rate of $1.50 per month for the
balance of the year. Family memberships are available for §24.00 per
annum or pro-rated at a rate of $2.00 per month for the balance of the
year. The group's annual meeting is held on the second Wednesday in
March at which time elections for the group's executive is held.
Hemberships can only be held in an adult's name,

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the aunthors and
not necessarily of the KAWARTHA 99ers USER GROUP.

Advertisements and contributing articles for this newsletter may be
given to the newsletter editor or mailed to the group's P.0. box.

The KAWARTHA 99ers would 1ike to thank those groups who exchange
Information and newslietters regarding the TEXAS INSTRUMENT HOME COMPUTER
with us, We endeavour to recognize and credit original authors and

sources of articles of information which we reprint or make available to
our membership. '

The KAWARTHA 99ers USER GROUP is a non-profit group who welcomes any
individuals who have an interest in the TEXAS INSTRUMENT HOME COMPUTER.



AXAKKR KRR R AR R AR A A AR KR AR AR A A AR AR AR R R AR R A A AR R A A AR AR R AR AR A ARRARARN R A AT RRAR K&

"CONSOLE—ING 'THE ORPHAN'"
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Probahlg, the most expensive type
ay

A BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO PRINTERZ of printer to is the "laser" printer.
The easiest wa¥ to explain this type of
by Phil Townsend printer is 0 limagine a phogocogy
machine hooked u? to & computer. That's
the kind of quality to expect in your
During the past few weeks a gr1ntguts. Both text aprd graphics can
number of friends and acquaintances e printed. Some models can print in
have asked about what type or brand of colour but now you are really talking
rinter to buy. _This really is a big bucks! Laset printers are generally
oaded questioh. Since 1 am not being quite fast, they print out ten pages per
paid by Egson, Roland, Star Micromics minute on average.  Again this gype of
or any of the other manufacturers 1 printer is guiet and gives the very best
try not to endorse any one specific quality and is often used in small
brand. That keeps me out of trouble printing companies to create camera
with the many salespeople that I know ready proofs to rint from. These
around townl The major brand-name machines begin at the $1500.00 Cdn mark.
printer manufacturers all create fine You will "need a special interface
products, it zreally boils down to (computer nook-up) to run this type of
price, features, warranty and service, printer.
First, some back?round to the Another type ot grinter found in
type of prinéers currently availahle; many businesses” is the "daisywheel®
' ) printer, These machines have a
The most common and suitable type replaceable metal wheel which has the
of printer being sought for home use ‘characters to be typed stamped onto it.
or small businesses is a "dot-matrix". Wheels with different styles of fonts
These prinlers use a group of fine (Lype) can be exchanged as needed. This
wires which strike a ribbon puttin tyge cf printer can “only print text but
the ink onto the paper, The mos will print with the same gualit as a
common configuration ot wires or pins professional typewriter A daisywheel is
is in the form of a 9 by 9 matrix. usually gulte fast but is 4generally
Newer technology now offers a 24 pin noisy, he price of these anits i3
matrix, this however is very costly at higher than that of dot-matrix printers.
the moment but does give much finer .
detail in the print-outfs. Dat-matrix ., ,.The £final type of computerized
printers are yer¥ versatile, they are printing instrument available a present
capable of print n? text (words) and is called a "plotter". This machine has
graphics (pictures). a sexies of coloured ens which a
mechanical arm can choose from. The arm
Other types of printers are then draws the object that the operator
either specialized in their use or too has programmed or~ drawn on a computer.,
costly for the average home computer These machines are fast but much moze
user. I will only briefly mention them expensive than reqular rinters. You
50 ou_ have an ldea " of what is would only require” one of these if you

available. are doing CA (Computer Aided Design}

work for a living. The programs which

The "thermal" printer i% older drive plotters require mountains of
technology, 1t needs special (read memory as do the files which astore the
expen51va¥ heat sensitive paper which instructions for the drawing itself.
comes usually in narrow rolls. The

rintout was (note past tense) not of
he gquality tha is  generally MAKING THEM WORK
avallable today ~on_ a _dot-matrix
machine. I would advise first time There are several wa¥s that printers
urchasers to avoid gurcha51ng this can be hooked up (interfaced) to a
Eype of printer even though of its low computer.
up-front cost. The ongoing cost of
tﬁe paper and the limitafions of this . A "serial" hopk—u? allows one piece
technoleogy don't make for a good buy. (bit) of information (data) at a time to
. _ o from the computer to the printer.
An "inkjet"™ ogprinter fires sual}{ this type of hook-up is an exlra
measured amounts og coloured ink from cost item when you buy the printer. It
reservoirs onto the_ paper. This comes in the form of  a circuit board
technology is capable of producing which fits inside the printer. The
extremely fine graphics and text (in computer end of the hook-up reguires a
colour) and the good news 1s that the serial port (plug} which is usul found
prices have been coming down quite on an RS8232 prinfer card or stang alone
ragidly over the past few years. = The interface. 3erial  printers can be.
bad news s that the prices were located & much greater distance awa
astronomical to begin with! This type from the computer than their paralle
of printer is quief compared to impact counterparts, In order to get text to
rinters (dot-matrix & daisy wheel). print, the command which has to be typed
' aintenance has been difficult 1in the into the computer is somethin {Lke
past due to n]nggnd ink lines etc. If this - RS232.BA=4800.DA=80.LF. When you
you have lots of cash and need great wish to grlnt 2 graphic image then {he
colour in your print-outs this may be LF should be replaced with a CR.

the cholice for you.
- cont'd next page
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- Beginner's Guide... cont'd. Font styles: Many Erinters now give
you a vas assortment of sizes and
The other type of interface (most styles of tgpeset (fonts) activated bg a
common} is the "parallel" connection, button on the printer. Most often the
This type of interface is cagable of software can control these fonts as
receiving 8 bits of data at a time well. The condensed font and Near
from the computer. The parallel Letter Quality (NLQ) are probably the
interface usually comes as a standard most useful. The NLQ feature allows
feature on the "majority of printers your text to appear as though it had
suitable for the home computer. This een typed on a tgpewxiter. ther font
type of interface requires 051“3 sizes are a bonus but not a necessity.
e1€her a parallel output on the R823
printer card or a parallel stand alone Speed: This is measured in Characters
interface such as the "Axiom" brand Per Second (CPS). The faster the
"Parallex Connector" which .can run a better, 160-180 'CPS are Ccommon for
printer from the console without the dot-mafrix printers. Remember, the
need of the P.E. box or extra memory. faster the printer the quicker you get
the computer back to work on.
Paralle! printers are usuwally much Buffer size: The computer is
faster than serial printers, In order inaccessable while getting a printout
to get text to print, the command unless you have a  gadget called a
which has to = be typed into the ‘buffer" which can be in the printer, in
comguter is PI0 or PIO.LF. ~ When you the computer or a stand alone memory
want a graphlcs print-out then change which vacuums up the printer data from
the LF to a CR. the computer and then takes over control
The wiring for the cables which attach of the printer. 1t sends the data as
the printer to the computer's printer the printer needs it thus freeing up the
card (circuit board) 1is very often computer for you to get on with other
different from one computer to things. This 1s an exfra cost item, the
anothex. That is a subject for a cost dependent upon the size of the
whole different article of series of memory in the buffer. I strongly
articles by itself. recommend this peripheral (extra) device

for anyone who uses the printer a great
Printer manuals are usually ahcut deal.

as easy to read as the writings found

on the DEAD SEA SCROLLS and ate drier Paper feed: The two maln types of
than the Sahara Desert, [f you know paper used to print on are single sheet
of a knowledyeable person in the area aper or perforated tractor fed papes.
of printer use and who llves close by, our printer should be capable  of
forget your pride and holler for help. feeding both, A cut sheet feeder is an
That is a far faster method to get expensive add on which can automaticall{
your printer up and running, feed single sheets of paper from a buil
in hoppet. Good for business wuse but
Many programs are preset for not necessary for home use.
certain types of printers, if our
printout “appears as the Mirtian Paper park: This feature allows vou
version of Betty Crorker's recipes to switch from tractor ted paper " to
then you wmay have to change the friction fed paper and back aqain
program. Likewise, if the printer and without removin% the paper manually from
or computer lock up and will not the printer. his can be a real asset
respond the program may be at fault, jgtycu use different types of paper
often,
Some _grinters are  just not
compatible with our "Orphan",” if this Form length: 1f you use your printer
is the case avoid ulcers and nervous for business purposes this might be
breakdowns by selling the printer, if quite useful, It allows you at the
ou own it or not buying it in "the touch of a switch to have the printer
irst place. feed to the top of the next form when
. you are using a non standard size sheet.
dtandard size paper being & 1/2 by 11
FEATURES TQ_BE AWARE OF inch paper.

In order to determine which printer Wide carriage: Instead of the
will be a wise purchase think about standard 9 inch carriage these printers
what your needs now and in the future have a 15 inch carriage. These printers
might be. are useful when large amounts of data

have to printed in "a horizontal line.
Usually for business reports.
- cont'd next page




- Beglnner's Guide... cont'd

Graphics mode: Most printers can
rint either "Epson" format or "IBM"
ormat when it comes to graﬁhiys.

Many models can print both. aving
"Epson" compatibility is of primary
importance for TI'ers as most of tha
graphics software is written to these
industry standards. Your printer will
slow down_  1in graphics mode, this is
normal. Remember, daisywhee rinters
are incapable of printing graphics.

Push tractors/ Pull technology: In
order not to waste a full sheet of
paper each time {ou begin a new
gr1ntout ¥ou will  need "push"

ractors, The gaper hits the tractors
first and is then pushed past the
glaten (black paper roller) and up to
he print head, where the actnal
gr1nt1ng takes place. The "Pull"
echnology allows gaper to be
auntomatically set: to the top of the
form or reversed out of the printer at
the touch of a button.

FINALLY

Warrant¥: There are vast
differences in length and coverage of
warranty. Many comganies now give a
full 2° year parts and service

coverage.  Very often an extended
warranty 1s avallable at the time of
purchase for a reasonable fee. There

are many moving Earts in a printer,
you should keep that 1n mind.

Sexvice: Check to see the location
of the closest factory trained service
centre. If your printer has problems
you don't want to incur extra shipping
costs to get repairs dene. Be sure to
use an authorized dealer for  service
otherwise your warranty will e
voided. See if the company supports a
toll free line in case you need help
or technical advise.

Price: The _majorit¥ of dealers
have enough cushion built into the
sticker price that they can give a bit
on the price. If their profit margin
is smal they 'might be  willing “to
throw in a "prinfer stand or the
printer cable {it is normally sold
separately). If there 1is more than
one of yon puying the same model at
the same price this can also be a
barga1n1ng chip. MNever pay the asking
grice without attempting "to impzove
he deal somehow!

Choice: Some of the many brands and
models. which I know of as being
compatible with the TI are;

- Roland DG / Panasonic {these are the
same printers with ditterent names

- Epson (this is the industry standard
that printers are compared to)

- Star Micronics {NL, NP & NX series‘
the NX series must have the "old style"”
chip to be fully compatible)

- Gemini (X series)

I'm sure that I have probably left
cut many other pertinent oints, that
may just be an article for another
15S5u1€.

FPhil

DEMONSTRATION DAY
LANSDOWNE PLACE

SAT., OCT. 14/89
B:30 ~ 3:30

y The 1line-up so far for the
demonstration ls:

MORNING - 8:30 to 11:30
Ken

Phil

Karen

AFTERNOON - 11:30 to 3:30
John B.

Gary

Glen

Then we need some eguipment:

Printer & colour monitor - Phil

Axiom interface - Jack

Expanded system - Club

Expanded system, printer - Ken & Dianne
Console - Karen

Console, monitor & cassette - John B.
Colour monitor - Glen

Sottware - modules, tapes, disks-Library
Newsletters -
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FROM THE LIBRARY
by Dlanne and Ken Post
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LTEMS_FOR_JALE:
Welcome back to another season of
NOTE: all items are subject to prior computer TI'ing.
sale. The Kawartha 99%ers are not
responsible for the condition of items Dianne and 1 hope you had a good
listed for sale nor for any ‘terms or summer of practising with your TI
conditions of sale lmposed by a computer!
vendor.
Dianne and 1 have heen with the
club for over one year now, We enjo¥
Used Smith Cozrona "Fastext 8o® the night out because the kids don'
dot matrix printer. 2 years old. beat us at any games, at least for cne
Manual & cables to P.E. Box included. night. We accepted the role of
Contact Bob Tisdale at 742-8589 for librarian over 3 months ago and enjog
further details and price. Wiiling to the gosition and the benefits, e.q., W
negotlate price. get to try the programs out.
’ Back in 1983, when we bought the
Several consoles for sale. Call computer, we were able to get all kinds
Glen Danlels at 742-9869. of programs or informatlion we needed.

Now you have to go to the States to get
the programs, wunless you belong to a

John Morton has the following club,

ltems for sale, ..

Modules: (§5.00) We have all kinds of newsletters
-Pac_Man -Parsec from all over the world. So why not
-T1 Invaders -Alpiner take a few home for the month and tyge
-Protector 2 -Munchman in a program or two!  There are over 4D
-Super Demon -Attack basic and XBasic taBes dlong with over
-Beginning Grammar 40 modules. (NOTE: We are still

looking for an XBasic module. One has

. ;?10.00) torned” up, but there is still cne

- D.M. 2 . missing. Please have a loock around.
Thanks. Ed.} For some reason or other
Cassette cables {($6.00) the library doesn't seem to be used thal
Cassette recorder ;Song} made much, A little input as to what you
for comgutez use (§35.00) want or need would be appreciated,
TI RS5232 stand-alone ($50) . .
TI 32K stand-alone 5250) There is a module in the library
Speech synthesizer ($12.00) - that I'm using now. 1t's called C nso%g
Console power supplg {(56.00) Writer. This program works like the
Parallel printer cable ($15) FunnelWeb editor except that it only
Book of ?ames ($2.00% _ requires a console and a cassette
€all John at 745-9363. recorder. You can print using an Axiom

parallel interface and a printer, No
expansion beox is necessary. 8o 1f you

wish to write a school report, you can
ITEMS WANTED use this module.

That's all [or this wmonih.
Cassette recorder suitable

f
use with the TI s¥stem {a machine wi
the remote contro ack Is preferabl
...Call Ann Ouellette at 705-939-634

Pivision module & a rinter
g ... Call Glen Daniels at



USING Ygg% QON%OLE AS_A
CALCULATOR

by Charles Good
Lima Users' CGroup

This idea comes under the "why on
earth didn't I think of Ehis
before???" category. Have you ever

wanted an eas¥ way to use the 99/4A as
a calculator Pexhags you can't
remember where you ut your pocket
calculator, but yow always  know where
the good old TI Is located.

The best way to use the console as
a calculator 1is from command modet

Tyfe PRINT followed by a string of
calculations and then press ENTER,
That's all there is to it!l This
method allows very rapid data entry
and rapld calculation of complex
roblems. You might use this method
o balance your cheque book by

entering a series of numbers such as:

PRINT 1254-56.25-452-6.95-77.89-
36-45.80+45+ 6,23-99.99

530.44

You can also do
calculations such as:

PRINT. (56%*3)/(2.5%6.52) 496~
{8/.2+65)

-30.797546

Try it! All you need is a console.
Just turn it on and enter either

BASIC. No module or program loading
is required,

tomplex

*ADONEX *

L

.Jhow active we

V/P NOTES BY GLEN DANIELS

Well it must be time to get back to
the old T1 again as we had our first

frost this morning up in our neck of the
woods.

I took some of the newsletters that
we receive in the mail, home to read
over the summer. There sure is a wealth
of information in them on  nearl
evergthlng related to the TI93/4A.
don't know how Phil finds time to read
them all when he Eicks them up at the
post office. He must be a lot faster
reader than I am! (I only read the
articles that I understand, so that cuts
down the amount +to read a whole lotl)
More members should take a few home each
month because that 1is where a lot of
your dues money goes.

Before the next mesting 1 hepe to
have the library completely cataloged
again with the new disks added to it, we

have over 225 disks in the library now!
They are available for you to copgi at
ap¥ of Che meetings, so bring some @isks
with you and make use of this library.

Don't forget +to keep Oct. l4th
open. It will be a great help if you
can give us a couple hours of your time
at Lansdowne Place to let people know
still are, here in
beterborongh. 1In previous years we have
gained a number of new members this way
and we hoge to do the same this time.
Join us on the 14th and help us keep the
group going strong.

Sorry 1 missed the last meeting,
but it is a long drive back from "New g
Land". That is one beautiful island an
gﬁll worth the long ferry ride to get
ere.

I have jyst received "Page Prn 99"
from Asgard Software. fTerrific software
and terrific service to boot, From the
little bit that I have looked at , 1
believe it should be great to make
fl{ers and newsletters with, more about
thls in the future when I fiqure out
exactly how to make it work!

I would also like to mention and
welcome the guests which we have had and
are about to have at our meetings. Garz
Storey and Frank Mayes both heard abou
us from the “UEcoming Events" section of
the "Examinerh. Gary has a TI and has
been looking for a user ?roug to hel
him along. Frank_ is a "clone" user, an
is interested in learning more about our
machine and our group. The friendliness
and helpfulness of our members are bound
to impress these prospective members.
Welcome to both of you.
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