FOOD FOR THOUGHT

MIKE DUNN

Before moving to Peterborocugh
tvo years ago, 1 lived 1in
Kincardine, Ont. a town of 6000,
located on the shores of Lake Huron.
Although it didn't have all the
amenities of a big city, such as Big
Macs, Jlarge shopping malls, arts
centre, T.I. club, etc.,ete.; it
does have things you will never find
in a city. The pace of life is much
slower for one thing; people take
time to enjoy the finer things of
life such as the starlit sky,
beautiful sunsets, the fresh clean
alr off the lake, the well kept
houses and clean streets. They take
time to say Hi,eh to you, they care
for each other and are super proud
of their town. They are also
excellant hosts and always welcome
visitors with whom they share what
they have... everything a city
doesa't,

I still subscribe to the
Kincardine Independent and came
across an article vhich 1 felt was
worth passing on. Eric Howald, and
iz taken from his column "Bditors N
otebook®, Hope you enjoy 1t and
ponder over the real joys of life,
Here it is!

According to my Sunday paper,
people are working harder then ever.
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The work week is getting
longer Instead of shorter -there
goes another prediction out the
window.

And with more and more women
working, family life has become the
pits. When you're not working at
the office, you're working at home.

What's the solution? I suggest
at home we buy 50 acres and live off
the 1land. Unfortunately no one
takes me seriously -they don't want
to live like paupers.

1 think the answer is likely to
get rid of modern technology. The
moxe advancead our technology
becomes, the fewer hours that seem
to be available for the simple
pleasures of life.

What have computers done?
They've created a mohster.
Everytime you turn around today
you're surrounded by paper -the
computers just make it too easy to
produce letters and studies and
stacks of other useless information.

How many people are taking
night school courses so they can
understand how some stupid computer
works? The great time saver seems to
be forcing people to spend more and
more time with it and the mounds of
paper it produces.

No wonder some people  just
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Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month at the Queen
Alexandra Community Centre. Mcetings begin at 7:00 p.m. '

Membership fees are collected on an annual basis of $18.00 per annum
(individual) or a portion thereof at the rate of $1.50 per month for the
balance of the year. Family memberships are available for $24.00 per
annum or pro-rated at a rate of $2.00 per menth for the balance of the
year. The group's annual meeting is held on the first Wednesday in
March at which elections for the group's executive is held. Memberships
can only be held in an adult's name.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and
not necessarily of the KAWARTHA 99ers USER GROUP.

Advertisements and contributing articles for this newsletter may be
given to the newsletter editor or mailed to the group's P.0. box.

The KAWARTHA 99ers would 1like to thank those groups who exchange
information and newsletters regarding the TEXAS INSTRUMENT HOME COMPUTER
with us. We endeavour to recognize and credit original authors and

sources of articles of information which we reprint or make available to
our membership,

The KAWARTHA 39ers USER GROUP are a non-profit group who welcome any
individuals whe have an interest in the TEXAS INSTRUMENT HOME COMPUTER.
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'OR_THOUGHT. . .Cont'd

throw uE their hands. and let
mindless television programs take
aover thelr lives.

Look at all the time saving
devices in the home: microwaves,
dishwashers automatic clothes
washers and dryers powerful vacuum
cleanexrs with attachments to clean
everything in sight, self-cleaning
ovens. And geople stf11 don't have
time to eat at home. Fast food

oints are a dime a dozen. When the
i? ‘M! goes up in your
neighbourhood, "you know you've " hit
the fast lane.

At this time of year there are
more important thinga o_life then
rush, rush, rush. I like the
ghilosophy found in the ‘Rubaiyat of

mar Khayyam®':

"A jug of wine,a loaf of bread

And thou beneath the bough..."

Too bad I didn't have the time.

HOORAH, SUMMER'S OVER!

Ign't it great, the hot weather
Is behind us, "the children are back
in school, everyone is back at work
and we can once again retreat to our
dens... the compiter room. We can
close out the outside world and have

fun, fun fun. I am of course,
belng face;lous. Howaver, [ do
think their is an element of truth

in that statement, though. Well,
maybe I am being a  bit "harsh on
ourselves, after all we do belong to
the TI orphanage and there certainly
1s no reason for anyone to go into
seclusion and bury himself in the
console. In fact I find September
to be one of the most exciting
months of the TI year. It is a
chance to go to the club meeting and
meet old "friends whom you may not
have seen all summer, catch up on
all the activities Individuals have
been doing in both the computer and
holiday world, listen about the new
advances that have been occuring

within the club and alsc the TI
world, and listen to solutions to
old problems which have been carried
over from the spring.

It is also a time of moch
enthusiasm and activity. Everyone
is ready to go and can hardl¥ be
held back. All those things that
they promised to do over the summer
holldays and didn't do seems to have
suddenly taken on a new urgencg and
must be done yesterday before their
world falls "apart. ~ Clubs seem to
suddenl take ‘on new life. New
membership drives are discussed with
enthusiasm and optimism. Plans are
?uickl drawn up and executed,

nterclub exchange visits are
discussed as are are chomlng T1
shows, It has been known to happen,
1 don't know where but it must have,
somewhere, Some members in there
overwhelming enthusiasm lose control
of themselves and volunteer to write
a column for their club newsletter.
After they get home and realize what
they have done to themselves, doom
and gloomm begins to set in. f have
heard of cases where they stayed
awake all night trying to figure how
they could weasel ouft of it. Well,
they couldn't! And, you know what,
they mads a startlinq discovery!

They found that being directly
involved with the club and accepting
some responsiblilities, a whole, new
world unfolded before them. §ure,
there are challenges you normally
wouldn't have as a member, and there
are a Eew extra hours requized, and
more time needed with your computer
to learn how to use it to an extent

you never dreamed necessarg,
satisfaction of seeing the results
our efforts experience of

0
helping others and believe it or not
helpin themselves through the
knowledge and experience gained from
their position in the club. But,
who needs the hassle of learnin

data processing as a librarian, wor

rocessing as editor, experience of
eeping up to date with latest
products or programs as newsletter
contributer, knowing programming or
how a program works, its
applications, etc., well enough to
teach it or to write about it,.
Think about it its a great
oggortunit to ﬁelp yourself and
others in the frocess of sharing.
Don't be satisfied with gust playing
games and getting the i?h sCcore;
shoot higher and DO IT NOW

Mike Dunn
Editor
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PRINTER HELP!

by Phil Townsend

For the past two & a half years
ny grlntinq needs have been
faithiully met by my Roland DG
printer. It is a wide carriage
model PR-1215, and up until a mont
aqo has parformed yeoman service. I
say until a wmonth ago because at
a bout that time (shortly after the
warranty expired of course -Murphy's
47th 1law}) paper began to am
underneath the platen.” It didn't
seem to matter what type, weight or
quality of paper it all “caught
aqually welll

After several long distance
phone calls to the Roland DG head
office in Toronto and thep to_ the
company which 1is currently doing
Roland's servicing, again more long
distance calls, [ was told that the
service costs to get my machine
ogeratlng agaln would run  about
$106.00 and the printer would be
gone from one to four weeks. These
words of good news came from a
"techie" over the phone without
having seen the printer.
shuddered to think what the cost
night become once the serviceman had
possesslion! Both parts of this
arrangement were disagreeable to me.
The cost was out of line and I
ce:tain1¥ couldn't do witheut a
printer tor that length of time!

I then thought of Jim Foster, a
valuable "techie® in our group and
Jim is also in the computer business

his company Salls Roland
egquipment. A Egne call to Jim told
me that help might be close by.

The folloulng day my printex
and I stopped by Jim'3, 1" think
those wide cartia?e printers shounld
come equipped with wheels, those
suckers are heavy! Soon Jim had the
outer case off and the control panel
disconnected. Now to £ind the
problem. Jim tried the paper feed
and the first time, wouldn't you
know it, the paper sailed through
giving only a hint of the former
problém. It was behaving in _the
same maddening matter as my car does
when I take it to a garage for
repair workl (one of Murphy's Laws
again).

1 convinced Jim that he really

should try it again, he did and this
time the paper ?Iacefully jammed and
began to crinkle ltself antil the
printer was turned otf.

My face glowed with vindicationl
Now to fix the "little" devil. We
erﬁormeg _thed usual feagg of
SR M T N LR
Actually there was very 1llttle of

the former since I keep the printer
covered when it isn't ?n use. :
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Next we used the hi-tech trick
of cleaning the ©platen with a
controls cleaner. This type wvas
especially produced so that Yg left
no residue and was safe to use near
plastics. A word of caution here
some cleaners aren't 1like this and
if you use them you will see
important parts of " your rinter
quickly dissolve 1in front ot your
very eyes!

Now for the all important £field
test, Jim fed <Lhe gager In, turned
on the form feed and low and behold,
the problem was as evident as when
we first started! We were convinced
that it was a dirty roller problem,
but how to get at the rollers
underneath the  platen. to get at
then directlY we would have to tear
down the entire machine, neither of
?? wanted to even think along those

nes.

Suddenly, it hit...why not
sgray the pager with the cleaner and
then feed he paper through the
printer by hand. Using a high
qualit{ wedium thickness paper, we
gartla iy fed it wunder the platen.

hen Jim heavily sptaﬁed the exposed
end of the paper with the cleaner.
We fed the next few inches through
and sprayed again. We kegt this a

until the entire sheet had passe

between the platen and rollers and
ted out ot the printer. The
underside of the paper had become
smeared with ink stains from the
bottom rollers.

We repeated this whole
procedure several times each time
using a fresh piece of Ea?er. As we
grogressed the Ink stains became

ainter with each successjve sheet,
eventually disappearing altogether.

Once again the trial by flre.
Hesltantly, m{ fingers tiembling
with excitement, I "fed the paper
under the platen, hit form feed and
held my breath! The sweet sound of
rollers and HO CRINKLING! Success
had come with only an hour's worth
of time invested and $5.00 for a can
of contact cleaner. Socon the cover
was back in place, with no screws
left over, Murphy must have been on
vacatlion.

1 am pleased to anncunce that
I have had no further problems with
the ?xinter, only my lack of tyfing
skills. 8o if you run into simllar
difficulties, don't pay out the "big
bucks" teoo soon, try a little common
sense first.
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THE NEWS

&y Phil Townsend

Each month there are dezens of interesting and
educational items in the oumerous exc anie
newsictters that we receive each aonth. | will
list some of them in this column. [f an article ot
subject catches gou{ interest, yor can borrow the
newsletter(s} by  contactin Karen  Wilson
(742-18071, our newsletter Ilibrarian and either
glct them up at her house or she vill bring them teo
he mext meeting.

K-TORN 99'ER...The 04/88 isspe continges  its
ipstructional series, ®Kinder Kormer® b{ Bob
Buehler. The last few issues have been about sort
routines, The articles are so clearly written that
tven I can follev zlong., Also there is a qood
article about printers {pages 7-9).

BOSTON COMPUTER SOCIETY...The 07/88 issue has a

very coppreasive listing of bhanks for the TI..

Accompanyin?.each title in the listing is the
author, publisher, date of publication,” a short
description of the book and sometimes an evaluation
of the book, This is an ongoiamg project for Mike
RIigat of the BCS. If you COBE ACTASS any Dooks
not on his list, Mike would apfrec1ate fieazing
about them. Thaaks Mike for ail o your work.

CHICAGO T1 USER GROUP...In the 0h/88 issue Anne
Ohein has written part 3 of her cantinuinﬁ articles
Ie, qrgfpics use, This article deals with support
and vtility programs which provide new features to
existing graphics packages.  Anne discusses such
thln%s as size enlargement end reduction, flipping

rotating and printlng/vieuin? of graphics an

foats. T have seen her articles in several other
newsletters as well, - 1f Yuu are interested in
3[dg%i£b teading ther atticles s a must, ({pages

CHICAGO 11 USER GROUP...Also in the 05/88 Dave
Vakely centinues his series of instructions and
enlightenment of the "Spad XiHI" programse. This
is a” flight sipulation prograe in 4 WVl fighter
plare. Dave's article in this issue deals with "no
san's land" between the treaches, (pages ii-)

CIN DAY  USER CGROUP...A transplanted article
nrlagnally from the Vest Penmn newsletter by Frank
. Lik deals on a beginners level with loading and
using P2 BASE (a_ dalabase Lo%gal}. Also an
accompanying article of PR BAEE ips by Jim Susre
is quite wsefyl,

DALLAS 71 USER GROUPR...In the 08/88 issue Jon
Hodges gives a brief fizst review of TI BASE, a nev
database proqram for the 11. {pages 5-6).

PITTSBURGE TI USER GROWE...In the 08/88 issue
Chatles Good has put together a terzific overview
of the mevest features found in Funnelveb v.4,].
(pages 120-21) BAlso in this newsletter is one
article of a very good series of tutorials in the
use ot MULTIPLAN by Audzey Ducher. (page 1)

L.A, 95'ERS USER GROUP...In the ub/88 newsjerler
8111 Gaskell has some PE BASK tips which may be
helptall. (pages 14-16)

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY...In Lhe 06,07,08/88 issues a
series of articles by Jack Sughrue entitled *Good
Gld Days" takes us “back Lo OGr conput1n2 past.
Written with humour, varmth and an obvious love far
the TI these are a must reading for every TI owper.
These articles have been repristed in numerous
other newsletters over the past few months.

ST, LOUIS 9%'ERS USER GROUE...The  04,05,0b/48
issues have a ste? by steg redesiqn of the PE  Box
power supply including sehematies by Haroid  Hoyt
and Gene Breer. (pagas §-9}

In the 0b/BE issoe thereare several type-in
pragraes alnni with explanatiens and dackqround
info. (pages 4-b}

THE SOUTHERN HEVADA USER GROUP... The (7/B& edition
has & beginner's article about chaus;n? and using a
tape recorder with the 71.  The artirle by Mickey
Schmitt could be very helpful to new users.

SOUTHWEST 99'ERS USER GROUP...The UB/8b issue has
an article in it :e%ardinq the nan¥ CUrTent sources
ot intormation for the ¥1. The articie writren oy
Jack Su?hrue is entitied "Good 01d Days Aze Coaing
Back”, pages §-1) ) o

In the 06/88 issne there is a nev listing of GROK
chips available still from Tl in Lubdock fexas.
[pages 1-8) ) ]
In the same issue there is a reprint ot a "¥R BASE
Bug Beport®. {pages 5-6/

SUDBURY $9ERS YSER GROUP,..The 08/88 issue has an
gverviev of a ney list!T!aphxcs progzae called
"Graphic Lister™ from Nameloc Seitware. {pages 4-6}

SUNCOAST 99ERS VUSERS CLUB...Issue 06/88 has a
mltiplan tutorial called *Multiplan HMania" by
Brenda Noell. {pages 6-T)

TORONTO 9T9ERS  USER GROUP...the 7/88 issue
tontains a product/vendor llstlng for all rinds of
Tl "stuff". This is a downloaded file from Deleh1.
There ate severai impoctant vendors missing ftrom
the llstln?, most potably is Bob Boome's Co:Euter
Download. (pages 11-18), In the same issue there
are two reprinted articles dealing vith T Artist
and Gxaghx (pages 1-10), The aubhots, Framk Iic
and Pael Scheidmantle do 2 masterful job of helglng
nevcomers to these two qraphics programs.  With
these fev pages of instroction the most timid of
users can begin to utilize either of the gqraphics
packages.

There are pany wore articles which I just
don't have time or space to comment en. Take the
time to borrov some of these resources from the
club, ['w sere you will learn a qreat deal about
our ferritic tomputer.
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TI-BASE
Report Card

PerformantP.eeiceccccsacsacnssensnsssed
Ea!e uf Use.'lllll..ll.l.ll.l-.-.-l.'a+
Documentation...ceececcencanaans -

valuellll.I.lIC.I...IIII.II'.II...'IIIA+

Final Erade.l.l.....l..'..llill.ll-'l.A

Cost €24.95 + 1,50 Postage and
Handling '
Manufacturer: INSCEBOT Inc.,

P.0. Box 291610, Pt. Orange, FL 32029

Reguirementss Disk system, 3I2 K,
Extended Basic, Editor-Assembler or
Mini-mamory. Printer optional, A
RamDicsk is optisum storage.

Shipped with 2 838D disks, msanual and
overlay strip.
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TI-BASE ver 1.01
A review by

Barry Long, CﬁUG
Harrisburg, PA

Recently our Users Group was

contacted by INSCEBOT with an inquiry
a8 to whether we aight be interested in
demonstrating their newly released
TI-BASE. As the Secretary for the
CPUG, I replied back that vyes, we
would. To my surprise, Dennis Faherty
responded almost immediately by return
gail with ver 1.0 of TI-BASE. (That’s
plus #1) )

I have used or tried wmany of the
*other’ TI related Data-bases over tha
¥nars since I purchased ey sachine, and

was a little skeptical when [ read
the letter, but, I am always on the
look-out for the “perfect” Data-base,
boy was 1 surprised!

The program comes with a very good
documented manual, as manuals go. It
comes With two disks. The first is the

actual program disk while the second is
a TUTOR disk.

1 read the "Start-up” introductions
and proceeded to load the main program
disk. It did seem to take awhile to
load, but, I guess all good things are
worth the wait. '

The first item is a Title Screen
after which the program prompts you for
the date. Once the date is entered, it
lpads the 4irst command file called
“Setup”. This displays your system
parameters. If you have anly one disk
drive, or a serial printer, you will

have to MODIFY the Setup to work
properly.

The manual instructed me to load the
“TUTOR" disk and follow along with the
program. This lasts about 20 minutes
or 50, depending if you want to 'Fause’
or not. Pause is controlled by
depressing the "Space Bar’'. Resume is
done by pressing the ’5° key. The
TUTOR progras is well done and it shows
the author spent some time on it.
After the TUTOR is finished, you will
be sent back to the main progran.

TI-BASE is a very complex,
inter-relational data-base. That's
right, 1 said "inter-relational“. VYou
can open up to S different data files
at one time and move from one to the
other with the "SELECT* command. This
allows you to scan different data-files
for common related data and print or
display it as you sp choose.

This alone was {apressive! But,
there’s more! (That's plus #2)

You have the ability to create a
*COMMAND* file with a DVBO text editor.
The *COMMAND" +§ile will ‘“run* and
operate your data base for you. (up to
a point)., Similar to the "batch" files
:g’ the "other® system. (That's plus

You "CREATE" your own data—fields.
The prompts let you know how much space
is available for the field title, etc.
You may have up to 17 fields, and 253
characters in each field. The optimum
storage will allow 16,129 records in
one data-base. Note Ver 1.01 will only
hold 8,192 records. (only, gee!)

You can SORT on sny field (this can
be slow if the Data-base is large),
FIND any jtem in the Dats-base in rapid
time. You have 12 mathematical
functions- avajlable, including S4R,
LCG, SIN and ATAN to name a few. You
can Contenate the characters, TRIM
trailing blanks, 5 BOOLEAN commands as
well as several LOGICAL commands. The
DATE ig preset for Month, Day and Year.
iet 0b6/21/88. This is handy for
entering dates in your assigned field
(if you create one). (Plus #4)

You can MOVE data from one slot to
another at your will. EDITING is fast
and you can EDIT either by record or by
Paging +forward and backwords.  Or,
using the FIND command to locate a
particular file. You may DELEYE an
individual record or the entire
Data-base with one keystroke (warning,
it is FAST).

Continued next page.
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The APPEND mode allows you to input
data and will add the data into the
file as quickly as you can hit eithar
Enter after the last field or F-8
{EXECHUTE}. F-9(ESCAPE} will ignore
your last input and return you to the
master command prompt. You may MODIFY
your fields as you choose, but, 1like
any goad data-base, you cauld lose data
if your field length is different than
eriginaly created. A warning prompt
will respond if this can happen, and
the decision will be up to you to
procaed. (Plus #5)

My demonstration of this unique and
exciting new program appeared to e]-}
well with our Users Group and 1 did
place sgeveral orders with INSCEROT {for
the package.

In elosing, I must state that TI-BASE
is definately not for the *Movice’ T1
user. You must have 32K, RamDisk
{optional), several disk drives
(preferred), with a printer {optional).
It will work out of Extended Basic,
Editor-Assembler or Mini~Memory.

Some of the drawhacks are:

1. Slow leading

2, Slow sorting

3. Manual could be improved both in
content and choice of print.

4, A sample data-base included with
the program might help to illustrate
the various #features in actual use.
The TUTOR file is nice, but an actual
hands-an file would be better.

The pluses are: .
1. Speed of the actual search and
- commandn,.
2. The ability to sort on any field.
3. The ability to find your
particular data FAST!

Richard Ti enqal_ﬂ
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*ALRIGIT, STEADY BVERONE,  MARED, GO OVER 1O ToM'S COMPUTER
AND PRESS ‘ESCAPE' .. VERY CAREFULLY!"

3. Automatic saving of your data
prior to quiting.

4, The large (extremely) storage
capacity.

S. The interaction between up to 5
data-bases at once.

b. The large mathematical
capabilities. (CFS is the closest).

7. The inter-relational
capabilities.

This is the first I have ever segen
for the TI. {ACORN 99) was too complex
and slow. TI-BASE is FAST!

For the small investment that INSCBOT
ig asking, $24.95 + SH, I would highly

recomnend it to anyone who neads a 500D
Data-Basa. If Texas Instruments would
have idntroduced this back in the
beginning, there would not have been a
’Black Friday’. This has anything that
1 have seen on the ’54' put to shame.

The service that I received from
Dennis Faherty has been superb. 1
discovered & mild ’bug” in ver 1.0. I
called INSCEBOT the following morning
and Dennis returned my call that
evening. Version 1.01 was shipped out
the very next day. I talked ¢to
INSCEBOT today (4/21), placing my order
and giving him my gripes and pleasures.
He indicated my suggestions were very
welcomed. I like dealing with INSCEEROT
a?g would -recommend them to any and
a -

Now, if only the authers of FIRSTBASE
would respond to my earlier request, I
could make & fair comparision.

Respectfully yours,

Barry Lon

Central Pg 92/4A Users Group
P.0. Box 14125

Harrisburg, PA 17104-0126
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