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THE MWYARC 9440 CONPUTER MAY APPEAR "ANY JAY NOM*

This is what MYARC has been saying since Nov, 1985
concerning the appearence of their new 11 99744 coapatable
coaputer on a card for the PE box. Recently MYARD has
announced (Feb, B7 issue of COMPUTER SHOPPER) that "they
began shipping their Geneve 9640 computer to dealers on
February 2, {987°. Well folks, as of the date this
article is written {Feh 20, 1987) it hasn’t yet happened.
The 9440 is still not in production,

On February 14 T attended 2 seeting of the Fort's User
broup of Fort Wayne IN where a production 9640 was
supposed tn be available for inspection, What they had
was & pre-production prototype, and I was told that ia
spite of the above mentioned announcesent, production had
not started. On Thursday Feb 19 I placed a call to Temsx,
d dealer who has listed the 9440 in their catalog simce
well before Christaas. I was told that no coaputers had
been received and that no aoney or reservations were being
accepted, They #id give me some information about what
they would sell when they got it. What follows is based
an what 1 saw at the Fort’s User broup meeting, and what
Tenex told we over the phone.

The cosputer on display at the Fort’s User broup was
in 2 rlamshell case and fit nicely intn a PE box siot. In
the tack were jacks for video output, jaystick, mouse, and
an IBN style keyboard. Unfortunately, in the
preproduction prototype available the Fort’s User Srous
could get alsost nothing to work. Part of the probiew was
that an analog RGB monitor was needed, and none was
available. Anaiog RGB monitors are used with fniga
Cosputers and not with 1BW computers, Ads in Nicropendiva
state that a cosposite video sutput is available, but the
only thing the Fort's group could obtain was a black and
white image of Car Mars and the TI Writer editor in 90
columns with their composite sonitor. Both of these
programs crashed every now and then. The Basic I disk
would not load, ner would any ef the fancy eolor deaos
NYRRC sent. Al disks that came with the computer were in
double density forsat and required the MYARC disk
controler to load thee, those that loaded. Hicrpendium
ads state that the 9440 is cospatable with all disk
tontrolers including the T controler, However, if the
bundled software is going to be delivered in double
density forsat, it will be hard to use with a 1
controler.

To qive HYARC credit where credit is due, they gid
spend $40+ sending their equipment air express to the
Fort’s User Group at no expense to that group, and the
Fort's group did not have the required sonitor even though
they were told they needed one. That still doesn’t
cospletely explain why it was so difficult to get sost of
the software to run properly or at all. MYARC is 2 very
satl]l company with less than 12 eaployees, and they are
trying to do great things. It took TI 3 years to get
extended basic to work properly, and NYARC doesn’t have
Rearly the resources that 7] did. Lets hope we don’t have
to wait another 3 years to see the debut of this
potentially significant computer,

hen the 9540 appears, and if everything works
correctly, you say be able to put away your 99/4A cossais
for good and just vse the PE dox, Tenex says thal a
software progras will be included that can save TI
cartridges to disk for use with the 9449. Also, an
advenced basic “compatable with TI Basic and Extended
Basic® will be included. This is apparently an enhanced
version of NYARC Extended Basic 1lf which is currently
almost compatable with Extended Basic. There are still
some bugs 1n the Iatest issue of NYARC XBIY according to
people at the Fort’s User Broup., You should be able to
Yoad your current disk based T1 Basic or Extended Basic
prograas with your current disk drive and controler into
the 7540 and have them work properly using the %640°s
fancy keyboard. Let’s hope so.

The spokesperson at Tenex said that the 9440 will
include a hard bound manual and the following software:
cartridge saver, advanced BASIC, Pascal 4,21, Tl-Writer im
8 coluans, Multiplan in 80 coluans, and a DOS that is
very siailar to Microsoft DOS (MS-DOS). | have seen the
DOS manual, and it certainly looks similar to what | know
of ®3-D03. The cosputer will have a & month parts and
labor warranty and an additional & month parts warranty.
Tenex will sell the 9440 with a “regular® 1BM style
keyboard for $449.95 and 3 version with an enhanced®
keyboard containing separate arrow keys not part of the
numeric keypad for $479.95. These will be available "any
day now®!

CHARLES 500D
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CKEXEEEARKE AR KRR KKK R K If you rum the opram oace, it creates a 2 :
. .illl 1
: ’ : sector file (one file description sector, and one sector '
. to store the recard) in DISPLAY,VARTABLE 80 foraat. If you
: BITS,BYTES & PIXELS : run the progras several tises in succession, the file
. , should stay at two sectors, since you are only overwriting
: Fublished by Lima : the original file with new data each time you run the
pragras, If the file is on a floppy, it stays at 2
: 79/4A User Group : sectors. Furthermore, the file contents can be read with
* Hal Sehaert Editor % Ti-briter at any tise.
: gh.ar“l es Good Tech. : If you run the above progras and put TESTFILE on the
. ditor . Horizon Ramdisk, the program seess to work properly fros
X M  al tained R ) X BASIC when run several consecutive times. However, each
% ate;za cpn alne erein tine the progras is run, the lemgth of TESIFILE incresses
may De copied by any '_"‘SE" ¥ by 1 sector, according to DM100O, although DM1000 does not
¥ group as long as credit * Indicate that total sectors used increases. Furthersore,
¥ is given to source. * when the prograg is run 2 or more tises, the contents of
¥ Address: p.g, Box 647 x TESTFILE cannot be read with TI-Writer. TI-Writer locks
X Venedocia OH 45894. X up. This seeas to be a case in shich the ramdisk doesn’t
x ) X - act like a floppy. This probles occurs with single record -
¥ Published Monthly - ¥ DISPLAY VARIABLE or INTERNAL VARIABLE files of any length.
XERAXEEARAEARAR KR EER RN R EN AN K

There seeas to ba no probles with FIXED length single
record files,

The ahove progras will run progerly on the Horizen
Randisk, remaining at 2 sectors length and always readable
with Tl-Writer, if TESTFILE is always 2 records. This can
be done by changing lines 130 and 150 and adding lines 135
and 155 as follows:

130 PRINT #1;**

135 PRINT #1:IN$

£SO INPUT ¥2:DUnMYs

133 INPUT 82:00Ts

This creates a dummy null string as the first file record.
This null string then has to he read out (line 150) befare
the program reads the actual data {line 155) for screen
display.

A BUB IN THE RORIZON RA¥ BISK OPERATING SYSTEM
by Charles bood

The official Horizoa Ramdisk operating systes is
currently in version 4. While working with the Nel
Noaina’s Checkwriter progras I discovered a situatios im
which version # (and apparently earlier versions) doss et
respond correctly to TI Basic or Extended Basic., I alse
discovered how to correct the probles from either Basic.

*XKDOIIE**

Single record files in VARIABLE format that are
eritten over regularly do not behave properly on the
-Morizon Ramdisk, The solution is to make each variable
tile at least 2 records in length. If all that is peedmd
ts & one record file, than a dussy record is added at the
beginning. '

100 INPUT *IRPUT SDMETHINE “;INS$

"N EMRSR" ERROR IN 100

That’s right folks, we goofed in the listing of
CMECK WRITER published in our February issue. In line

116 OPEN #1:"DSKI.TESTFILE"

120 PRINT #1:IN$

130 £LOSE M

140 DPEN #2:"DSK1.TESTFILE®

150 INPUT #2:00T$

160 PRINT “THE SIMGLE RECORD IN THE TEST FILE IS *;0UTS

100 the line number referred to famediately after the ON
ERROR statement should be line 3090 instead of 2720, The
correct line 100 should read 100 ON BREAK NEXT :: ON ERROR
3080.

An improved version of CHECK WRITER will be published

next manth., "W DOIE W *




Bits, Bytes & Pixels

PRICES & INFO OM THE TRITON TURBO XT

The Lima User Broup has received infarmation in the
#ail from TRITON concerning pricing and cable
configurations for their TURBO XT computer that hooks w
to the 99/4a consale. The information is dated {/1%,
1/21, and 2/3. What follows is taken froa TRITON's
a3iling.

Model A--236K computer, | floppy drive,
floppy controler, parallel printer
card, color graphics card (RGB/Composite),

bridge box to hook tg 99/48--~---vecm-ev $497 + $19
384 meaory addition to wodel A--=------——vmmm $ 89
Second floppy drive § 99
300/1200 baud sodem card with software——----- $1L9
Systes support software package-------------- $ 69.95
Merranty extention to 3 years~~e—=---ce-eomam- $ 99.95
Serial ar parallel printer cable----—-—-—---—— - $ 19,95
Multifunction card (tlock/calendar, serial

ang parallel port, game port)---—--—-=--- $119
20 Meg hard disk card $499

Other aodels of the TURBD XT are available with an I8N

style keyboard. These models are 512K and do not seed to
be hooked to the 99/4A console. Prices range from
$349-4618 depending upon configuration.

The accospanying diagras shows haw the modsl & is
Macked up to the 99/43 console.

1. The Bridge bov can be plugged into the 99/4a before or

after the Speach Syn. or amy othar peripherals surh as a
stand alane 32K eemary or RS232,

2. The T1 peripheral expansion bax can be plugged ints
th side of the bridge box, This allaws the 48 nwner
caaplete access to all of his current PEB cards and disk
drives in 44 MODE (but ONLY in 44 wode).

3. Three cables come with the bridge box; { short cable
te hook up the sh vides and 2 six foot cahles to hook up
the IT keyboard and IT video. With these long IT cables
it is possible to place the IT cosputer down alongside
your desk (on the floor). :

This bit of info isn’t #rom TRITON's mailing, it is
based on a phone call to their 800 nusber. You CAN'T hoak
yeur printer up to the PE Box and the XT computer at the
same time, To do this you have to buy a switch box te
switch the printer back and forth between the twg
computers. TRITON doesn’t sell such a box.

next column
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**DONE* *

A CHEAP ALTERNATIVE TO THE TRITON XT

The recently released Winter/Spring 87 TENEX catalog
describes an [BM clone (the “Bondwell X'Press 14") with
features that appear very siailar to the Triton IT sodel
A, You get & 256K {expandabie tn &40K) conputer with
cosposite and RBB video output, one drive, parallel
printer port, and an IBX style keyboard., The TENEY

-computer is bundled with MS-DOS and BASIC and sells for

#a7. This is alsost $100 less than the TRITON XT aodel A
with software, and with the TRITON aode]l & you don’t get
an 1M keyboard.

DI
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AT CALVARY

Here is a Zittle music progras
by two of cur own members, Ryan D,

and Ryan I #altz, It plavs an olg

hysn.

100 CALL CLEAR

180 Call SCREEN(13)
260 CALL COLORCZ, 7,7
270 PRINT &
ar—yp HHuNn

340 PRINT

Xx"z

420 FRINT

SO0 PRINT

580 PRINT

b & S

I90 FPRINT

L3 S

-
-

600 PRINT

&Il

&10 PRINT
i

620 PRINT

&30 PRINT

Xx"

H

1

e

""At Dalv

ERAFEREX

PROGRAM

BYz:"s

LSS EE ST

KEXRKKK K

RYAN D

RYAN J

WAL TZ":

XERKR KRR

640 FOR G=1 TO 2000

740 NEXT @

20 CALL CLEAR
P00 CALL SCREEN (&)

8O CaLL CDLDR(E,E,E?

CALL VCHAR{24, 15,42, 24)
CALL HCHAR(24,13%,42,7)
CALL HCHAR(8,11,42,11)

1060
1140
1220
1300
1380
1440
1540
1420
1700
1780
18460
1940
2020
2100
2180
2240
2F40
2820
2500

A=440
E=494

C=523

D=587
E=&HS0
F=698
G=784

HC=1047

65=87%1

T=500
V=3

HA=880

HD=1175
HE=7848
LE=871

BF =932

—

F2580

2&ELD
2740
2820
2900
V)
2980
V)
Z060
V)
140
Y
I220
L%
ZEO0
V)
aa80
F4460
I540
L2620
2700
I7g0
S860
I940
4020
4100
)
4180
260
240
4420
4300
v
4580
3
4540
VY
A7 4%
W)
48320
.V}
4900
V)
4980
SED
9140
5220
SA00
5380
D460
5540
9620

G700

GOSUB 5950

CcAaLL
CALL
CALL
Cal.l
CaLL
CALl.
CALL
CALL
Cal L
CALL

CALL
CALL

SOUND (T, G, V, E, V)
SOUND (T, F,V,HA, V)
SOUND (TXZ,E,V, 5, V)
SOUND (TX1.5,F, Y, HR
SOUND(TX.5,F, Y, HE,
SOUND (TX. 75,F, Y, HE
SOUND(TX. 25,F,V, HA
BOUND (T¥. 75,E,V, G,
SOUND (T¥.25,D,V,F,
SOUND (T, C,V,E, V)

SOUND (T, F, V, HA, V)
SOUND (TX2,E,V, G, V)

GOSUE 5940

CALL
CAL.L
CAlL
CALlL.

SOUND (T, E,Y,6, V)
SOUND (T, F, ¥V, HA, V)
SOUND (T, E,V,G, V)

SOUND (T, 6, V,HC, V)

GOSUB 7060

CaLL

GOSUR

CALL
CALL
CALL.
CALL
Cal.L
CALL
CALL
CALL
CalL
CaLL
LAt

CALL
CALL

SOUND (T4, E, Y, HC, V
&S50

SOUND (T, F,V,A,\V)
SOUND AT, E,V,6,V)
SOUND (TX2,E,V, G, V)
SOUND(T*1.5,F,V,.D,
SOUND (T¥.5,F,V,A,V
SOUND (T*. 75,F, V, HB
SOUND (T#. 25,F, v, A,
BOUND (TX. 75,F, V, HE
BDUND(TX. 25,F,V, A,
SOUND (T, E. V., G, V}
SOUND (T, E,V,HC, V)

SOUND (T, HC, )
SOUND (T, BF, V)

GOSUR 6500

CAaLL
Cal L.
calL
CALL

SOUND (T, F,V,A,V)
BOUND (T, E,V,G, V)
SDUNDCT,E,V,G,V)
SOUND (T, G4 V. HC, V)

GOSUB 70&0

ne;t.naqe
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« 5780 Call SOUND (T*4,E,V,HC,V
)
SH&60 END
3740 CALL SDUND(T*l.S,G,V,E,
Vi
G020 CALL SOUND(TX.5,G.V.E,V
)]
&100 CAaLL SOUND(TX.75,6,V,E,
V)
5180 CALL SOUND(T®.25,D,V,F,
V)
6260 CALL SOUND (T, 75,C, V,E,
W)
&Z40 CALL SOUND(TX.25,D,V,F,
V)
6420 RETURN
6500 CALL SOUND(T¥1.5,A,V,HC
« V)
L6580 CAaLL SOUND(T¥.5,68,V,HR
V)
6660 CALL SOUND(TX. 75,4,V HC
. V) :
&740 CALL SOUND(TH.5,58,V,HB
Y]
6820 CALL SOUND(TX.75,48,V,HC
W V2
&200 CALL SOUND (T, 25, F.V,.A,
Vi
4980 RETHRN
7260 LALL SOUND (TX*Z,F,V,HD,V
)
7140 CALL SOUND (TR2,F, V. HE, V
b
7220 RETURN

*¥DONE*

ANOTHER CHEAP ALTERNATIVE TG THE TRITON XT--
THE TRITON XT-PC

As this newsletter was being prepared (March 4), we
received & color advertiseent in the mail from TRITON
describing their XT IBM clone in the version with an IR
style keyboard instead of a2 bridge hox 99/4A& connection.
The advertissent says you can get one of these with 512K
RMA and otherwice identical to the Model A version for
exactly the saae price as the Model A {($499 for the
computer and $57 for support software package). Why buy
the Nodel A with the bridge box when for the same money
you can get twice the semory and a nice IBN style
keyboard? This pricing structure seess stranga, To
paraphrase the editors of RICROPENDIUM, if you want an IBN
tlone (and are willing to pay big bucks for software) than
buy an IBM clone! The 99/4R keyboard is not a good
substitute for an IBM keyboard.

**DONE* *

DOUBLE OR GQUAD DENSITY NITM A T1 DISK CONTROLER

You can pruchase a DOUBLE density Myarc or Cor-Comp
disk contraler card for the PE Box for about $150, or you
can have Ryte Data modify your existing TI card to double
and QUADROUPLE density for much less. According to the
Neveaber 84 issue of the Ryte Data newsletter, they will
sell you the necessary chips far $45(0.S.) y OF yoU Can
sand them your disk controler and they will install the
thips $45 + $10 (U.5.) labor and pastage. You ship your
11 card to thea via parcel post, UPS, or Purolator with
your paysent, and they will get it back in the mail to you
within 48 hours of receipt. This should work with your
existing TI or other single sided or double sided drives
and allow you to store twice or four times the data on 2
disk cide compared with single sided format. To use quad
density, you need high quality disks. This lomks like a
good deal to me,

RYTE DATA

210 BOUNTAIN STREET
HALIBURTON ONTARID KOM 150
CANADA

TOSASTIE

FOR SALE: Comrodore 64 cormuter,

1541 disk crive, lots of softivare, and
several books., ALL ¥FOR ONLY 5175

This is a great price! <Call Hal Sehnert
at 419-991-4521

QVERLAY STRIPS >§

The following page contains several overlay strips
created with OVERLAY STRIP DESIGNER. This is’progras H215
in the group library. You can cut any of these out
iclosely} and slip it in the overlay strip holder above
the nusber keys on the console. Or, you cam cut out a
group of thes and use celophane tape to tape thes to the
console immediately above the overlay strip holder. For
exasple, you could leave the original T! BASIC averlay
strip in the holder and rut cut the TI-Writer, Multiplam,
and E/A strips together as a single unit. These can then
be taped to the console above the original BASIC overlay
strip.

next page
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